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A Condensed History of the State, a Nurnber of Biographies of Distinguished Citizens of 
the same, a Brief Descriptive History of each; of the Counties named herein, and 
numerous Biographical Sketches of the Prominent Citizens of such Counties. 
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for the preservation of local history and biography. The method of prep- 
aration followed is the most successful and the most satisfactory yet devised 
—the most successful in the enormous number of volumes cireulated, and 
the most satisfactory in the general preservation of personal biography 
and family record, conjointly with local history. The number of volumes 
now being distributed seems fabulous. Careful estimates place the number 
cireulated in Ohio at 50,000 volumes; Pennsylvania, 60,000; New York, 75,000; 
Indiana, 40,000; Illinois, 40,000; Jowa, 30,000; Muissoun, 25,000; Kansas. 


20,000; Tennessee, 20,000; Kentucky, 25,000; Georgia, 20,000; Alabama, 20,000, 


fr—sp_th_.co_ hy 


oF ; pot aig : 

OE and all the other States at the same proportionate rate. The entire State of 

PA yee . : 
Cy Arkansas has as yet scarcely been touched by the historian, but is now being 


rapidly written. 

The design of the present extensive biographical and historical research is to 
gather and preserve in attractive form, while fresh with the evidence of truth, the enormous fund 
of perishing occurrence. In gathering the matter for the historical sketches of the counties, it 
was thought wisest, owing to the limited space, to collate and condense only the most valuable 
items, by reason of which such sketches are a credit to the book, and of permanent worth. 

In the preparation of this volume the Publishers have met with nothing but courtesy and 
assistance from the public. Nothing promised is omitted, and much not promised is given. 
About fifty pages of State history were guaranteed; over twice that number are given. Special 
care was employed and great expense incurred to render the volume accurate. In all cases the 
personal sketches were submitted by mail, and in most instances were corrected and returned 
by the subjects themselves. Coming as they do from the most illustrious families of the State 
—all worthy citizens from the upper, middle and lower classes—they form in themselves the 
most complete account of the Northeast Counties ever written, and their great yalue to future 
generations will be warmly acknowledged by all thoughtful people. With many thanks to their 
friends for the success of such a difficult enterprise, the Publishers respecttully tender this fine 


volume to their patrons. 
THE PUBLISHERS. 
October, 1889. 
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GEOLOGY—IMPORTANCE OF GEOLOGIC STUDY—AREA AND CLIMATE—BOUNDARIES—PRINCIPAL STREAMS 
OF THE STATE—THE MOUNTAIN SYSTEMS—THE GREAT SPRINGS—DIVERSITY OF SOILS— 
CAVES—THE MINES, THEIR WONDERFUL DEPOSITS AND FORMATIONS. 





Such blessings Nature pours, 
O’erstocked mankind enjoys but half her stores.— Young. 


HE matter of first impor- 
tance for every civilized peo- 
ple to know is the economic 
geology of the country they 
inhabit. The rocks and the 
climate are the solution in 
the end of all problems of 







life, as they are the prime sources 
from which all that human beings 
can possess comes. The measure of 
each and every civilization that has 
adorned the world is in exact de- 
f gree with the people’s knowledge 
Sy of the natural laws and the envi- 
ronments about them. 
The foundation of civilization 
rests upon the agriculturists, and 
nothing can be of more imporgance to this class 
than some knowledge of what materials plants are 
composed, and the source from whence they de- 
rive existence; the food upon which plants live 
and grow; how they 
what plant food is 
itself, without man’s 


are nourished or destroved,; 


aid or intervention, through 


the natural operations in constant action. The 
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schools will some day teach the children these use- 
ful and fundamental lessons, and then, beyond all 


i : 
_ peradventure, they will answer very completely 


the lately propounded question: ‘* Are the public 
The knowledge of the ele- 
mentary principles of the geology of this country 


is now the demand of the age, made upon all na- 


schools a failure?’’ 


tions, in all climes. 

The character of vegetation, as well as the 
qualities of the waters and their action upon vege- 
table and animal life, 
by the subjacent rocks on which the soil rests. 
Earth and air are but the combinations of the 


is primarily determined 


original gases, forming the solids, liquids and the 
The soil is 
but the decomposed rocks—their ashes, in other 
words, and hence is seen the imperative necessity of 


atmosphere’surrounding the globe. 


the agriculturist understanding something of the 
rocks which lie beneath the land he would success- 
fully cultivate. 
fundamental principles of geviogy —a thing easier 


He who is edueated in the simple 


to learn than is the difference in the oaks and pines 
of the forest—to him there is a clear comprehension 


of the life-giving qualities stored in the surface 


rocks, as well as a knowledge of the minerals to be 
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found in their company. A youth so educated 


companion in the start of life, who has concen.rated 


his energies on the classics or on metaphysical sub- | 
. jects, whether they enter the struggle for life as 


It 
is as much easier to learn to analyze a rock, min- 
eral or soil, than to learn a Greek verb, as the one 
is more valuable to know than the other. All trife 
knowledge is the acquirement of that which may 
aid in the race of life, an education that is so prac- 
tical that it is always helpful and useful. 


farmers, stock raisers, miners or craftsmen. 


The geology of Arkansas, therefore, so far as | 


given in this chapter, is in fact but the outline of 
the physical geography of one of the most interest- 
ing localities of the continent, and is written 








_ while the rural population has markedly decreased. 
possesses incomparable advantages over his school | 


These are serions problems to reflective minds in 
those States where the cities are overgrowing and 
the country is declining. Happily, Arkansas is 
troubled with no such indications of the disturbed 
The State, 
since it emerged from the dark and evil days of 
civil war and reconstruction, has not only not been 


natural distribution of its people. 


advertised in regard to its natural resources, but 
has been persistently slandered. The outside world, 
more than a generation ago, were plausibly led 
to believe the energy of its citizens was justly 
typified in the old senseless ballad, ‘‘The Arkan- 


saw ‘T'raveler,’? and the culture and refinement of 


_ its best people are supposed to be told in the 


wholly for the lay reader, and. attempted in a | 


manner that will reach his understanding. 

Within the boundary lines of the State are 53, - 
045 square miles, or 33,945,800 acres. It has 
3,868,800 more acres of land than the State of 
New York, and multiplies many times the com- 
bined natural resources of all the New England 
States. It has 2,706 miles of navigable rivers. 

It had a population in 1880, as shown by the 
census, of $02,525. Of these there were 10,350 
foreigners and 210,666 colored. In 1820 the Ter- 
ritory had a population of 14,255; in 1830, of 30,- 
338; in 1840, of 97.554; in 1850, of 209,897; in 
1860, of 485,450; in 1870, of 481,471. (This 
was the Civil War decade.) In 1885 the popula- 
tion had advanced about 200,000 over the year 
1880, or was near 1,000,000. In 1887 it reached 
the figures of 1,260,000, or an increase of more 


is reason to believe this increased ratio will pass 
beyond the two million mark in the next census. 
At least, an increase of one hundred per cent in 
the ten years is indicated. Xeeping in mind that 
there are no great populons cities in the State, it 
will be known that this bas been that healthy in- 
crease of population which gives glowing promises 
for the future of the State. Here the agricultural 
districts, and the towns and cities, have kept even 
pace, while in some of the Jeading States of the 
Mississippi Valley the great cities have grown 





| now among the people. 


witty account of Judge Halliburton’s ‘* First Piano 


in Arkansas.’’ 


The ruined hopes, the bankrupted 
fortunes and the broken hearts that are the most 
recent history of the Western deserts, form some of 
the measure the poor people are paying for the de- 
ceptions in this regard that have been practiced 
upon them. These silly but amusing things have 
had their effect, but they were pleasant and harm- 
less, compared to tl:: latest phase of pretexts for 
persistent publications of the cruelest falsehoods 
ever heaped upon the heads of innocent men. But, 
in the end, even this will do good; it is to be seen 
It will put the people of 


_the State upon their mettle, resulting, if that is 


not already the fact, in giving it the most orderly, 
law abiding, peaceful and moral people of any 
equal district of the Union. 

The State is in the central southern portion of 


the great Mississippi Valley, and in climate, soil, 
than a quarter of a million in two years, and there | 


rocks, minerals and water may well be designated 
as the capital of this ‘* garden and granary of the 


_ world,’’ with resources beneath the surface that 


| 


are not, taken all together, surpassed on the globe. 
Its eastern line is the channel of the Mississippi 
River ‘‘ beginning at the parallel 56° of north Jati- 
tude, thence west with said parallel to the middle 
of the main channel of the St. Francois (Francis) 
River; thence up the main channel of said last men- 
tioned river to the parallel of 36° 80° of north lati- 
tude; thence west with the last mentioned parallel. 
or along the southern line of the State of Missouri, 
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to the southwest corner of said State; thence to be 


bounded on the west to the north bank of Red | 


River, as designated by act of Congress and treat- 
ies, existing January 1, 1537, defining the western 
limits of the Territory of Arkansaw, and to be 
bounded west across and south of Red itiver by 
the boundary line of the State of Texas as far as 
the northwest corner of the State of Louisiana; 
thence easterly with the northern boundary line of 
said last named State to the middle of the main 
channel of the Mississippi River; thence up the 
middle of the main channel] of said last mentioned 
river, including an island in said river known as 


Belle Point Island, and all other land as originally | 


surveyed and included as a part of the Territory, or 
State of Arkansas, to the 36° of north latitude, to 
the place of beginning.’’* 

The State includes between its north and south 
boundary lines the country lying between parallel 
of latitude 33° north, and parallel of latitude 36° 
30’ north, and between its east to west lines the 
country between longitude 90° and a little west of 
longitude 94° 80’. Its geographical position on 
the coutinent assures the best conditions of tem- 
perature, salubrity and rainfall, this being shown 
by the absence of the intense heat and the cold 
storms of the higher latitudes. and the drouths of 
the west. 

From the meteorological reports it is learned 
that the average rainfall in the State during June, 
July and Angust is sixteen inches, except a narrow 
belt in the center of the State, where it is eighteen 





* The above descriptive boundary lines are in the an- 
thoritative language of the State Constitutional Conven- 
tion. Tounderstand the south and west lines necessitates 
a reference to the treatiesand acts of Congress. The fol- 
lowing would simplify the descriptive part of the west 
and south lines: Beginning at the southwest corner of 
Missouri, or in the center of Section 19, Township 21, 
Range 34 west of the fifth principal meridian line, thence 
in a straight line south, bearing a little east to strike the 
east line of Section 4, Township 8 north, Range 382 west; 
thence in a straight line south, bearing a little west to 
where the line strikes Red River in Section 14, Township 
13 south, Range 33 west; thence along said river to the 
southwest corner of Section 7, Township 14 south, Range 
28 west; thence south tothe northwest corner of the north- 
east quarter of Section 18, Township 20 south, Range 28 
west; thence east along the 83- of Intitude to the middle 
of the channel of the Mississippi River; thence up said | 
river to the place of beginning. The State lines run 
with the lines of latitude and the meridional lines, and | 








not with the government survey lines. 
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inches, and a strip on the western portion of the 
State, where it is from eight to fourteen inches. 
Accurate observations covering fifteen years give 
an average of seventy-five rainy days in the year. 

Of twenty-three States where are reported 134 
destructive tornadoes, four were in Arkansas. 

The annual mean temperature of Los Angeles, 
Cal., is about 1° less than that of Little Rock. 

The watershed of the State runs from the 
north of west to the southeast, from the divide of 
the Ozark Mountain range, except a few streams 
on the east side of the State, which flow nearly 
parallel with the Mississippi River, which runs a 
little west of south along the Jine of the State. 
North of the Ozark divide the streams bear to 
northerly direction. 


a 


Of the navigable rivers within its borders the 
Arkansas is navigable 505 miles; Bartholomew 
Bayou, 68 miles; Black River, 147 miles; Current 
River, 63 miles; La Favre River, 
miles; Little Missouri River, 74 miles: Little Red 
River, 48 miles; Little River, 98 miles; Missis- 
sippi River, 424 miles; Ouachita River, 134 miles; 
Petit Jean River, 105 miles; Red River, 92 miles; 
Saline River, 125 miles; St. Francis River, 180 
miles; White River, 619 miles. 

These streams flow into the Mississippi River 
and give the State an unusual navigable river 


Fourche 


=o 
1 


frontage, and they run so nearly in parallel lines 
to each other and are distributed so equally as to 
give, especially the eastern half and the southwest 
part of the State, the best and cheapest transporta- 
tion facilities of any State in the Union. These 
free rivers will in all times control the extortions of 
transportation lines that are so oppressive to the 
people of less favored localities. 

The Arkansas River passes diagonally across 
the center of the State, entering at Fort Smith, and 
emptying into the Mississippi at Napoleon. 

South of this the main stream is the Ouachita 
River and its tributaries; the Saline River, which 
divides nearly equally the territory between the 
Arkansas and Ouachita Rivers; and the Little Mis- 
souri on the southwest, which divides the territory 
between the Ouachita and Red Rivers. North of 


the Arkansas, and about equally dividing the ter 
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ritory between the Mississippi and the Arkansas 
Rivers, is White River, running nearly southeast. 
Its main tributary on the west is Little Red River, 
and on the northeast Black River, which enters the 
State from Missouri, and flows southwesterly and 
empties into the White at Jacksonport, Jackson 
County. 
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Smith. 
the southeast in Clark County and empties into 
Ouachita River. Sulphur Fork of Red River en- 


Terre Noir River runs from northwest to 


' ters the State from Texas, about the center of the 


Another important tributary is Cache | 


River, which flows a little west of south from Clay | 


County, emptying into the White near Clarendon, 

Kel River is in the northeast corner of the 
State and partially drains Craighead County. 
Eleven Points, Currant, Spring and Strawberry 
Rivers are important tributaries of Black River. St. 
Francis River flows from Missouri, and from 36° 
30” north latitude to 36° north latitude it forms 
the boundary line between Missouri and Arkansas, 
and continuing thence south empties intv the Mis- 
sissippi a few miles above Helena. 

Main Fork of White River rises in Madison 
County and flows northwest in and through Wash- 
ington County into Benton County; thence north- 


east into Missouri, returning again to Arkansas in, 


Boone County. Big North Fork of White River 
rises in the south central part of Missouri, flows 
southward, and ferms its junction in Baxter County, 
Ark. La Grue River is a short distance south of 
White River; it rises in Prairie County and joins 
the White in Desha County. Middle Fork of 
Saline River rises in Garland County and flows 
southeast. Rolling Fork of Little River rises in 
Polk and passes south through Sevier County. 
Cassatot River also rises in Polk and passes south 
through Sevier County. Clear Fork of Little 
Missouri rises in Polk County and passes south- 
east. Hast Fork of Poteau River rises in Scott 


County and runs nearly due west into the Indian | 


Territory. L’Auguille River rises in Poinsett 
County and flows through Cross, St. Francis and 
Lee Counties, and empties into the St. Francis 
within a few miles of the mouth of the latter. Big 
Wattensaw River rises in Lonoke County and runs 


east into Prairie County, and empties into White | 
River. Muddy Fork of Little Missouri River rises | 


in Howard County and runs southeast. Yache 
Grass River runs north through Sebastian County 
and empties into the Arkansas River east of Fort 








west line of Miller County, and running a little 
south of east empties into Red River. Sabine River 
flows south through the central southern portions of 
the State, and empties into the Ouachita River near 
the south line of the State. 

There are numerous creeks forming tributa- 
ries to the streams mentioned, equally distributed 
over the State, which are fully described in the re- 
spective counties. 
mention should properly be made of the nineteen 
bayous within the State’s borders. 

The Ozark Mountains pass through the north- 
ern portion of Arkansas, from west to east, and 
form the great divide in the watersheds of the 
State. 
part, and run east from its west line, forming the 


Besides these water-courses 


Rich Mountains are in the central western 


| dividing line between Scott and Polk Counties, 


and also between Scott and Montgomery Counties, 
and run into Yell County. 

South and east of the Rich Mountains are the 
Silver Leaf Mountains, also running east and west 
from Polk County, through Montgomery to Gar- 
land County. 
seen about Hot Springs. 


These are the mountain formations 
Sugar Loaf Mountain 
is in Cleburne County, and receives its name from 
its peculiar shape. It is in the northera central 
part of the State. Another mountain of the same 
name, containing the highest point in the State, is 
in Sebastian County, and extends into the Indian 
Territory. 
erp part of the State, running east and west in 
These 
There 
are many points in these ranges that have local 
names. 

It would require volumes to give a complete 
account of the variety of the innumerable springs 


Boston Mountains are in the northwest- 


Washington, Crawford and other counties. 
include the main mountainous formations. 


which ourst forth with their delicious waters— 
warm, hot and cold, salt, mineral and medicated. 
Hot 


Springs of Arkansas, are known throughout the 


The fame of some of the medieal. and the 





civilized world, and pilgrims from, all nations come | 


< 














































































‘a cena rare anthem seca Sea FPN pe ADS ViNg AGH De 
= z Rear ae vate am, ein pn la Heo age, coating Mh ala my ae badass. a Hea 1 eal lal dead ad clinkainieeys Sa) 
t ' i Fos 
| : he | 
ee ee terete: 
+ 
Vitis : - 
sd shh Amenie ~ aide ee ae ee el a era om ga ae 





ib wet tov He cyl tiie | an dieiiishe SHY Bert iii ot aeseietied | 
if Purdy Jee veeetial) Wend) aa dea so oR cal) \\ tans bossa Sitohws crt ‘od alt oe 

cd orth bead] he savglee aetitl ative ene ae WERE *E Sacre off 6. “etl 

no SOL Th sepa. eh ahenelisiegernll’ saitlulveitgaseh hh easel dy) earns boyy batt: seated apoio oi 
ONE a yuinelly fat cane wile Yoru, fea Rita hel aaaiaiiion leaieRe Dkk bennineeee ian 
iF anidnt “elt ogat wala tae fodiines , Glee: Jone isnt do otid? oft Ohi Be 

to eeu en Wax diadiis ala Tol diiron baw pC ay ae thd imteakuu) swe.” 
THY POL nd yl cetih) oehy metre aint je » Dats seatedoheadtd Cay: awh Hee La sae OLE ie aerolt oid a 
Siete add. lo anil stings ode *, OL RED eae athe WE ot otal par ane, he 


= 


- 
* 


i Witvrel wale) eldes Aken ots stil} We seat: anentbaon edd ‘ui ai oul 
iy + hiegerh yep Bonetti aateerte beat | yeh: pardetart): Glib hoe ray ‘hie 
OU AED a MAT a VLLER orewe add yy ANTE Nd tei ty | Vninaudiahe Lidar yep: aro! ) alo 
Pom: (athe Heed. enbiiced et hines  eerbyearta. | ae oe igs abt ail i and cn 
salute ortho oleh on ehaoaa: abbas mister i TOU eet ba: Mae Gee vot ih 
haat!  olnlitebvotdber, sauvragd | GOOWOR tt ‘ofsiiiiiel pitches: 288 oF abuytiish y 


oo st dynords -eec sun ae ant) od? ie ecto bi jemtrei bl ngeraiat niTe ith 


Bian AO OF me aby! .epalnee hy hy goer ake | ache il ag Midi sits toe Ssiroiis % 
te, aiid shh ab alti ieee! ar it pital bist! Syqyelis otitis wat nt 
Lpition nd) a) aes entininolh dat adade | wheter rie eat wii (AGE to dot 
Ph saefime ak Ayeliosene att paresthesia ney i sANi 4 asanied Paavek AF Rca avon fata 
ese skh fh Noor neeyatedcul . wesheth. abhod aoe t FYE EOD Mien Dizi Ye 
eee) wigGH. bute thynts aes vy jotk oes doe |e aera eid Hinge ahiwtiey ioe g 


itv hey ot ue mt has | velit: tothe wet with itt ha 


rth) with Veoh ME bo Rene Leeda dened enon anon CWP shiny hives v Mor val) ah 
MW DUA lew wert oale aia. Fe ns; THVA-| oie rabawtl Mt horton, i enriot baw 
5 WR Teli tae «ole itabh iter allo naevst | to divina sonal ithe om ae sey Pa orn BE - 
son RGriD? in ae Dati ieedT seo | ator Bigh: hod SGM hi-eonis are 
roht Taek Hae apimeiy MOF vicar eves, |. ‘te oe ele AphetO petrad on | 
I ik bug Wieden Hirsfetted can | evrob bese Yio puuilzeo- ai enci 
~ [iad sictashirn ell yy iT ..a(qale wacnge eth | 9 ait + ai ar to hot saith 
omts« mbt To aradezaan aah. gale th To heyy ehareres 2 pre der) ditt Aone ng 2) 
[| ee del oly a Heleey eaidiaail add Sanches omed |: dinve aieany howhhot at ieee als TOV ER od 
o ebuates Tie Apigiek O capidaynt bast ot) shtick Yoo alow WeohD Vinge) she) de 
' jx pO ON! Ons Bn eeheyOM diated, Cee? ~ tinea a ZA Bin EOD Biot ol. ponkr te 


+ 


At in Dit dele -ysilotert whet. i) ‘Yo dey one Siokt. ak amare ‘vit a. ta ott beaitick 
sane winery tacked hie Biot wand Lodger dea Hd) on 

ret anonjaimaot euonistrions, s) ie ait ahijloai 
lacwt ovad iprl) aemaga oasis: cans rau 8h I 






tolguies & avin od agcitmliy otinpst, “piuow 
swith oliaitammen; and jo Lob, : 
ATilew BUG ehh ela}. AT ligt 5 

Kredi Recs, Fata, Landy Ae Jil bith mei 

(. tOR dd Be bi few eet kA cbse ged oft 
ait 1itertes sronla re aett | “It . 


| egtuy elu ine s.r 


i 7 i =hey 





ao 


eee ee ee ee Se a ae ee TT ee aT OTT OEE Dad aE Ea ETE 


po SEA REIT 


— 


aie 


@ 


——— 














Lea 


‘sentatives of many different tribes. 








HISTORY OF 


ARKANSAS. 








to be washed and healed in them. 
known to and celebrated by the pre-historic peoples 
of America; and the migrating buffaloes. ages and 


They were 


ages ago, came annually from the land of the Da- 
kotas to the spring waters of Arkansas. The in- 
stincts of the wild beasts antedate the knowledge 
of man of the virtues and values of the delicious 
Nearly 
all over its territory is one wonder after another, 


waters so bountifully given to the State. 


filling every known range of springs and spring 
waters, which, both in abundance of flow and in 
medicinal properties, mock the world’s previous 
comprehension of the possibilities of nature in this 
respect. 

When De Soto, in June, 1542, discovered the 
Mississippi River and crossed into (now) Arkansas, 
and had traveled north into the territory of Mis- 
souri, he heard of the ‘‘hot lakes’’ and turned 
about and arrived in time where is now Hot Springs. 


“Even then, to the aborigines, this was the best- 


known spot on the continent, and was, and had 
been for centuries, their great sanitarium. The 
tribes of the Mississippi Valley had long been in 
the habit of sending here their invalids, and even 
long after they were in the possession of the whites 
it was a common sight to see the camp of repre- 
The whites 
made no improvement in the locality until 1807. 
Now there is a flourishing eity of 10,000 inhab- 
itants, and an annual arrival of visitors of many 
thousands. The waters, climate, mountain air and 
grand scenery combine to make this the great 
world’s resort for health and pleasure seekers, and 
at all seasons of the year. The seasons round, with 
rarest exceptions, are the May and October months 
of the North. 

In the confined spot in the valley called Hot 
Springs there are now known seventy-one springs. 
In 1860 the State geologist, D. D. Owen, only 
knew of forty. Others will no doubt be added to 
the list. ‘These range in temperature from 93° 
to 150° Fahrenheit. They discharge over 500,000 
gallons of water daily. 
less and inodorous; they come from the sides of the 
ridge pure and sparkling as the pellucid Neva: hold- 
ing in solution, as they rush up hot and bubbling 


The waters are clear, taste- 





| 


from nature’s most wonderful alembic, every valua- 
ble mineral constituent. In the cure, especially of 
nearly all manner of blood and chronic diseases, 
they are unequaled, and their wonders have be. 
come mainly known to all the world by the liv- 
ing and breathing advertisements of those who 
have proven in their own persons their wonderful 
curative powers. To reach Hot Springs and be 
healed, is the hope and aspiration of the invalid, 
And it is 


but just now that the pleasure seeker, the tourist, 


when all other remedies have failed. 


the scientist, and the intelligence and culture of 
the world are beginning to understand that this 
is one of the world’s most inviting places to see 
and enjoy. 

But the marvels of the district are not confined 
to the immediate locality of Hot Springs. ere 
is indeed a wide district, with a quantity and variety 
of medical springs that are simply inapproachable 
on the globe. Going west from Hot Springs are sys- 
tems of springs running into Montgomery County 
a distance of forty miles. As continued discoy- 
eries of other springs in Hot Springs are being 
made, and as these widely distributed outlying 


springs are comparatively of recent disclosure, it 


may be assumed that for many years to come new 
and valuable springs will become celebrated. 

In Carrol! County. in the northwest part of 
the State, are Eureka Springs, only second to Hot 
Springs in the wide celebrity of fame as healing 
waters. .They, too, may well be considered one of 
There are forty-two of these 
springs within the corporate limits of the city that 
has grown up about them. 


the world’s wonders. 


They received no pub- 
lic notice until 1879, when with a bound they 
became advertised to the world. Their wonderful 
cures, especially in cases of rheumatism, cancer, 
dyspepsia and other, if not nearly all, chronic 
diseases, have bordered on the marvelous, if not 
the miraculous. 

In White County are the noted White Sulphur 
Springs, at Searcy, and the sulphur and chalyb 
eate springs, known as the Armstrong and the 
Grifin Springs, and the medical springs—Blan 
ebard Springs—in Union County; the Ravenden 
Springs, in Randolph County, and the Sugar Loaf 
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Springs, in Cleburne County; the very recently dis- 
covered Lithia Springs, near Hope, in Hempstead 
County, pronounced by a leading medical journal, 
in its January issue, 1889, to be the most remark- 
able discovery of this class of medical waters of 
this century. These are some of the leading springs 
of the State which 
properties. 


possess unusual medicinal 
By a glance at the map it will be seen 
they are distributed nearly equally all over its ter- 
ritory. Simply to catalogue them and give accom- 
panying analyses of the waters would make a pon. 
derous volume of itself. In the above list have 
been omitted mention of the fine Bethseda Springs 
in Polk County, or the fine iron and chalybeate 
springs near Magnolia; Bussey’s Springs, near 
Eldorado, Union County; Butler’s Saline Chalyb- 
eate Springs, in. Columbia the double 
mineral spring of J. I. Holdernist, in Calhoun 
County; a large number of saline chalybeate 
springs in Township 10 south, Range 23 west, in 
Hempstead County, called Hubbard’s Springs; or 
Crawford’s Sulphur Springs; or those others in 
Section 16, Township 12 south, Range 10 west; or 
Murphy’s or Leag’s Mineral Springs, all in Brad- 
ley County; or Gen. Royston’s noted chalybeate 
springs in Pike County, and still many others that 


County; 


are known to possess mineral qualities, though no 
complete examination of them has yet been made. 

Special mention should’ not be omitted of the 
Mountain Valley Springs, twelve miles northwest 
of Hot Springs. The fame of these springs has 
demanded the shipment of water, lately, to distant 
localities in vast and constantly increasing quan- 
tities. The knowledge of them is but compara- 
tively recent, and yet their wonderful healing 
qualities are already widely known. 

Innumerable, apparently, as are the health 
springs of Arkansas, they are far surpassed by 
the common springs found nearly all over the 
State. 

Mammoth Spring is in Fulton County, and is 
The 
from an opening 120 feet in circumference, and 
flows uninterruptedly at the rate of 9,000 barrels a 
minute, 


unrivaled in the country. water boils up 


From the compression of so large an 
amount of carbonic acid held in solution, the whole 








a continual state of 
bold 
gives an,unlimited 


surface of this water basin is in 
effervescence. Spring River, a stream, is 
produced by this spring, and 
amount of water power. 

The geveral division of the surface of the State 
It is a timber State, 
East and 
and other 
In its 


northeast portion are some large strips of prairie, 


is uplands and lowlands. 
with a large number of small prairies. 
Little Rock Lonoke Prairie, 
small prairies are in the southwest part. 


near is 


and there are many other small spots bare of tim- 
ber growths, but these altogetber compose only a 
small portion of the State's surface. 

The variety and excellence of soils are not sur- 
passed by any State in the Union. The dark 
alluvial prevails in nearly all the lowlands. while 
on many sections of the uplands are the wmber red 
About 
two-thirds of the State’s surface shows yellow pine 
growth, the great tall trees standing side by side 
with the hardwoods, walnut, maple, grapevines, 
sumac, ete. <A careful analysis of the soils 
subsoils of every county the State by 
eminent geologist, Prof. D. D. Owen, shows 
result: The best soils of Iowa, Wisconsin 
Minnesota are inferior to the best soils of Arkan- 


soils of the noted tobaeeo lands of Cuba. 


and 
the 
this 


and 


in 


sas in fertilizing properties. 
ports of State geologists tell the story: 


The following re- 























Ark. | Minn. | Towa, Wis. 
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Organic and Volatile Matter. .)14,150° 6, 334 6,028 6,580 
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Carbonate Wuime:s 22 cused suayesee-s 21,865 940 665 
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In fertilizing qualities the only comparative 
results to the Arkansas soils are found in the blue 
Jimestone districts of Central Kentucky. 

Analysis of the soils shows the derivative geo- 
logical formation of soils, and their agricultural 
values; their losses by cultivation, and what soils 


lying convenient will repair the waste. Arkansas 
County, the mother of counties in the State, lying 
in the southeast, 
Benton County, at the opposite northwest -corner. 


has the subearboniferous. 


shows the tertiary formations. 


The tertiary is found 


— 


er ee ne Se Oe tat 15 +e cee ene md I Ser 
eo — — 












{ 4 NOVEL DE A 
;;>- : we 
i ty State lpia i (“aC oy cht Deon 
fF ompeee Dil a oor patige..stauoraanlhiy 
| tenth ae kevin din atlegee ett sed hese Pavey: 
[h> Chea ue Dd TO: ia ares 
dies wal laasaye 1) heottotab aids bread 
| iduel & 1 hvntwod bas dhusnligys ai 
$ niet vom Dm re rhaoerr nace ahi w 
j ws. | : iierul at sto net old Tage 
Yity Eee et pee atten, eee y dileaate 
img fo eile ssael duster tit fy sd tes degoudwet 
ait He afar! » eate vod yiigent. oan eer? hus 
BP VINO Sees? tea aa Ty ‘ alorty Vadis 
| mone ody de ayia i nodiog Stasis 
Pie outers cnn foro Pins deeiee off T! 
pb oekt ole silt nt: heeds. ean Yd « Those 
celia faneiy de cefessi A altarerg. fairl 
bur emi ad? size byetar ters eth Wy OMG MET yO 
t xt lo ebual oosacdoy Baia Ott tee aliog 
i f Giga ies, ech h Tee Berahd ows 
Pisie oii tia, esoat Nal tpoty gull UW teairgty 
WepeMSs ery y GTS hy eel Ait 
eis aie fo fiseaet faery, i Sastre 
bf fiiasy Veer Fa elteadra 
i YO ea Bevo aniaey ume) cols 300 he 
‘ f du ehiuw deat ad’ Pn 
if ot TOL? 426 wdoenaahey, 
( geo welt? ol Meaty MaIsihaet AT mba 
nt fata hades: To pirey 
2 al 
j 
i 1) pasty tt £8 alle ¥ bax Rusa ty’? 
~ tri 2 we fi 
| rm ( He 7e ii iT 
i —— x ome oh 
| OVS tD 4s b any asidtley {> serisilifraat at | 
| meld wth ot dutiol ox alioa eapinnalyd  pilt od aN greeng 
b, Yeurtwoad (eda to pier Heid papicesrt:' 
one otiinnneh aid ewcile align aly to wisylead 4% 
| forevtinsiaye sod? ban’ elide Jo, noidamyoh fooiyal Ge 
| “loo erm: Hor .colavitina od , onttout pesieley 


NPR 


breaks ul Guney ilieedi it ohiaes Boil 
Baty! aiasB ad).ui vitae ty gad Mts eld pf? 
eas iawa) yaariress oils RWwola ibancalttroe, wild nea 
hy AvidBetO9 dani daw Sees, ra Da iy 
i! Rett ot xsalieg? om. 


































































ecinaorsensecamietemeraee — rene 


alk irene 


qo “wate ; 


eee 


ATE btn eee weld steed were a 
baeteqneal HE aqoR wget myevnepieen 
~ Apsirreap luntlietd: aryiotol aw! bao 
f Asay delng SG mits ety ge aT peer 
Tey ein lagilinat to, amily wilds tq 
memset ene i” as, bean. wy rth ent 


ions ene Mra a eee: eT cr baited iE a 

eterna ti Bor rei) angotats of uiqate 

HOO Be alee Binur eoSinw tl) 16 nosy lear 
eg Pil pend ah teh’ ‘Mowti to satirla r 

nyse rei bees bala ee sae 

RAN yeasty 
DED ai Daeg. piney veaaatinoD> fie 
clebiob wiht Cha sikenndor) 
alata ah; gma 
i debe ae bce pian Oo qideawod: 
"iO rane B ate hotles »yidod)4 
Awe (: eM rae sssshey 8) 
my deere Oi opt ‘ikiorce Mt qidenwo gl 
‘the, aie ste Waveaile » yw soe! 
otmG\iquiy Reto atnoMgad 196) ro : Wi 
He! SO ean Veit Bousat yehedD out abe 
ait abtegadlt mini bain Prato, mei noth OFM 
i reel) ts writs seen oy 
sie te Heiser. adh: dost Aaymiile pesi toned Whi 
ragre Peo aelien dvlowd asain rope colin ais 

ad ageige needy to eh edlD ayaryeed 
teil, OF i elealed cetwn Be ( pamneytihe wild © 
CHE etemse sag isaiagos hun tear sh aaidi 
caption Aie<) snsiih de aghs haul edt 


ith Leola Hay 
ete aeak Tia aba one tieeit Pods baw’ gree’ 4 


’ 


~ 


fet ep bereh ay) 


URES, Ria 


fete Keinel i Pe pal 












tig i od” syanoge 
tat 54 









el cad sce 


PIS EI PREC ENS EES BETES REESE a OL eis Set 
ee 


er mere 


A fe 














HISTORY 





OF 


9 





ARKANSAS. 





in Newton County; Clark, Hempstead and Sevier 
show the cretaceous; Conway, Crawford, Jobnson, 
Ouachita, Perry, Polk, Pope, Prairie, Pulaski, 
Scott, Van Buren, White, Garland and Montgom- 
ery, the novaculite, or whetstone grit; Greene, 
In 


addition to Benton, given aboye, are Independence, 


Jackson, Poinsett and Union, the quaternary. 


Madison, Monroe, Searcy and Washington, subcar- 
boniferous. The lower silurian is represented in 
Fulton, Izard, Lawrence, Marion and Randolph. 
These give the horizons of the rock formations of 
the State. The State has 28,000,000 acres of 
woodland—eighty-one and one-half per cent of her 
soil. 


farms. 


Of this twenty-eight per cent is in cleared 


If there be drawn a line on the map, beginning 
a few miles west of longitude 91°, in the direction 
of Little Rock, thence to the north boundary line 
of Clark County, just west of the Iron Mountain 
Railroad, then nearly due west to the west line of 
the State, the portion north of this line will be the 
uplands, and south the lowlands. The uplands 
correspond with the Paleozoic, and lowlands with 
the Neozoic. 

The granitic axis outbursts in Pulaski, Saiine, 
Hot Springs, Montgomery, Pike and Sevier Coun- 
ties, and runs from the northeast to the southwest 
through the State. In Northern Arkansas the dis- 
turbance shows itself in‘small faults, gentle folds 
and slightly indurated shales; but nearer the gran- 
ite axis, greater faults, strata with high dip and 
talcose slate, intersected with quartz and calcite 
veins, become common. These disturbances are 
intimately connected with, and determine to some 


extent, the character of the mineral deposits of | 


the State. 
filled probably with hot alkaline waters depositing 
the metalliferous compounds they contained. 
Almost every variety of land known to the 
agriculturist can be found, and, for fertility, the 
soils of the State are justly celebrated. 
as they are of uplands and lowlands, and a variety 


The veins along the granite axis were 


Composed 


of climate, they give a wide range of products. 
Inthe south and central portions are produced the 
finest cotton in the markets, while the uplands 
yield fruits in abundance and variety. 











No place | 


in the great valley excels it in variety of garden 


vegetables, small and orchard fruits, grasses, 


grains, and other field crops. Among agricuiturists 
It is 
grown upon lands that would produce a hundred 
bushels of corn to the acre. All over the State a 
bale of cotton to the acre is the average—worth at 
this time $50. 


to raise 


in Arkansas, truly cotton has been king. 


Per acre it is about the same labor 
as corn. In the varied and deep rich 
soils of the State are produced the vegetation — 
fruits, vegetables and plants—of the semi-tropic re- 
gions, and also the whole range of the staple prod- 
ucts of Cereals, fruits and cotton 
grow as well here as anywhere. In the uplands 
will some day be raised grapes. and tobacco that 


will be world famous. 


the north. 


That portion of the hilly lands in Clay, Greene, 
Craighead, Poinsett, St. Francis, Lee and Phillips 
Counties, known as Crowley’s ridge, has a soil aud 
vegetable growth distinctive from any other por- 
tion of the State. 
yellow poplar, which is found in immense size. 
With this timber are the oak, gum, hickory, wal- 
nut, sugar and maple. 


Its principal forest growth is 


The soil is generally of a 
tight yellowish or gray color, often gravelly, very 
friable and easily cultivated, producing abundant 
crops of cotton, corn, oats, clover, timothy and red 
top, and is most excellent for fruits. 

The prevailing soil is alluvial, with more or 
less dilnvial soils. The alluvial soils, especially 
along the streams, are from three to thirty feet 
deep, and these rich bottoms are often miles in 
width. 
lands than these anywhere, and centuries of cul- 
tivation create no necessity for fertilizers. 

The swamp lands or slashes as a general thing 
lie stretched along between the alluvial lands and 


There are no stronger or more productive 


second bottoms. They are usually covered with 
water during the winter and spring, and are too 
wet for cultivation. though dry in the summer and 


fall. 


The second bottoms are principally on the east- 


They can be easily reclaimed by draining. 


ern side of the State, extending from the slashes to 
the hills. 


yellowish, resting wpon a subsoil of yellowish or 


The soil is mostly gray color, sometimes 


mulatto clay. The rich, black lands prevail largely 
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in Hempstead, Little River, Sevier, Nevada, Clark, 
Searcy, Stone, Izard and Independence Counties. 

In the mountainous range of the Ozarks, in 
Independence County, are remarkable cave forma- 
tions. They are mostly nitre caves and from these 
and others in the southeast and west of Batesville, 
the Confederacy obtained much of this necessity. 
Near Cushman, Independence County, are the won- 
derful caves. The extent and marvelous beauty of 
formations are in the great arched room, the 
“‘King’s Palace.’’ This cave has been explored 
for miles under the earth, and many wonders and 
beauties are seen on every hand. On the side of 
the mouth of one of the caves in this vicinity a 
strong spring leaps from the mountain's side and 
into the cave, and the rumbling of the rushing 
waters beneath the earth can be heard quite a dis- 
tance. The notable saltpetre caves are in Marion, 
Newton, Carroll, Independence, Washington and 
Benton Counties. 

There are gold mines in Arkansas, yet no re- 
markable finds that 1s, no marvelous wonders have 
The universal diffusion 
of milky quartz in veins. seams and beds, as well 
as all the other geological tokens which lead on to 
fortune, are recent discoveries, and the intelligent 
gold hunters are here in abundance. Who can 
tell what the future may have in store? But 
should no rich paying gold fields ever be found, 
still in the resources of the State are ores of silver, 


as yet been uncovered. 


antimony, zine, iron, lead, copper, manganese, 
marble, granite, whet and honestone, rock-erystal, 
paints, kaolin, freestone, 
limestone, buhr and grindstone and slate, which 
may well justify the bold assertion of that eminent 
geologist, Prof. D. D. Owen, in 1860, after care- 
fully looking over the State, ‘‘that Arkansas is 
destined to rank as one of the richest 
States in the Union.’’ Its zine ores compare 
favorably with those of Silesia, and its argentif- 


nitre earths, marls, 


mineral 


erous galena far exceeds in percentage of silver the 
average of such ores of other countries. Its 
novaculite (whetstone) rock can not be excelled in 
fineness of texture, beauty of color, and sharpness 


of grit. Its erystal mountains for extent, and 


ras ad 











ency, have no rivals in the world. Its mineral 
waters are in variety and values equailed only by 
its mineral products. 

Anticipating the natural questions as to why 
the mines of Arkansas are not better developed, it 
will be sufficient to condense to the utmost Prof. 
Owen's words in reference to the Bellah mine in 
Sevier County: ‘‘It is the same vein that is found 
in Pulaski County, and runs northeast and south- 
west nearly through the State. Some years ago 
the Bellah mine was explored and six shafts were 
sunk. Three of the principal shafts were about 
thirty feet deep. The work was done under the 
supervision of Richard W. Bellah, afterward of 
There was a continuous vein, increasing 
On the line other 


Texas. 
in thickness as far as he went. 
shafts were sunk from six to twelve feet deep, all 
showing the ore to be coutinuous. About five tons 
of ore were taken out. A portion of this was 
sent to Liverpoo!, England, to be tested, and the 
statement in return was ‘seventy-three per cent 
lead, and 148 ounces of silver to the ton.’”’ Mr. 
Bellah wrote to Prof. Owen: ‘‘T am not willing 
to lease the mines; but I will sell for a reasonable 
price, provided my brother and sister will sell at 
the same. I have put the price upon the mines, 
and value it altogether [460 acres of land] at 
$10,000.’’ Sneh was the condition gf affairs at 
this mine when the war came. Substantially, this 
is the ante-bellum history of the Arkansas mining 
interests. Prof. Owen reports picking up from 
the debris of these deserted shafts ore that anal- 
yzed seventy-three per cent lead and fifty-two and 
one-half ounces of silver to the ton of lead. 

That these rich fields should he fallow-ground 
through the generations can now be accounted for 
only from the blight of slavery upon the enter- 
prise and industry of people, the evils of a great 
civil war, and the natural adaptation of the soil and 
slavery to the raising of cotton. 

On the line of this vein, in Saline County. 
from very superficial explorations, were discovered 
veins Learing argentiferous lead and copper. 

Lead is found in about every county in North- 
ern Arkansas. These are a continuation of the 


Missouri lead ores. The richest argentiferous lead 
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ores reported are in Pulaski, Saline, Montgomery, 
Polk, Pike, Ashley and Sevier Counties, being 
found in the quartz and calcite gangues. It is as- 
sociated in the north of the State with zine, cop- 
per, and with antimony in Sevier County. 

One of the latest discoveries is the value of the 
antimony mines of Polk and Sevier Counties. <A 
mine is being worked successfully for antimony, 
and the increase of silver is improving as the 
shaft goes down. At any hour in the progress of 
the work, according to the opinions of the best 
scientific mining experts, this shaft may reach one 
of the noted silver deposits of the world. In the 
Jeff Clark antimony mine, at a distance of 100 
feet down, was found a rich pocket of silver. In 
every particular, so far, this mine is a transcript of 
that of the noted Comstock mine. The Comstock 
mine showed silver on the surface; so did the Sev- 
ier County mine; then it passed down 100 feet, 
following a vein of antimony; so has the Sevier 
mine; then in each has silver been found. 

There is an unchanging law which governs the 
rock and mineral formations. Nature never lies, 
and there is no doubt that the Arkansas mineral 
belt, through Montgomery, Polk, Howard and Sev- 
ier Counties, will prove to be one of the richest 
mining districts of the world. 

The antimony mine has been quite successfully 
worked the past two years. The Bob Wolf mine, 
Antimony Bluff mine, and Stewart Lode are being 
profitably worked. Capital and the facilities for 
reducing ores by their absence are now the only 
drawback to the mineral products of the State. 

Iron is found native in the State only in meteor- 
ites. The magnatite ore is found plentiful in Mag¢- 

“net Cove. Lodestones from this place are shipped 
abroad, and have a high reputation. 
of the best iron ores, and the scarcity of fuel and 
transportation in the vicinity are the causes of its 


This is one 


not being worked. The limonite iron ore is the 
common ore of all Northern Arkansas; immense 
deposits are found in Lawrence, where several 
furnaces are operated. In the southern part of the 
State is the bog iron ore. 


found in Lawrence, Randolph, Fulton and other 


The brown hematite is 











in Independence County. This valnable ore is im- 
ported now from Spain; it is used in making Spie- 
gel iron. 

Bituminous and semi-anthracite coal is found 
in the true coal measures of the uplands of Ar- 
That of the northwest is free from sul- 


The semi-anthracite is found in the valley 


kansas. 
phur. 

of the Arkansas River. 
10,000 acres. There are four defined coal hori- 
zous—the subconglomerate, lower, middle and up- 
per. The coal fields of this State belong to the 
lowest—the subcarboniferous—in the 
millstone grit less than 100 feet above the Archi- 
In the Arkansas Valley these 


These coal fields cover 


shale or 


medes limestone. 
veins aggregate over six feet. 
in the Boston Mountains, dipping south into the 
Shaft mining is done at Coal 
Jt is shipped 


The veins lie high 


Arkansas Valley. 
Hill, Spadra and many other points. 
down the river in quantities to New Orleans. 
Aluminum, corundum, sapphire, oriental ruby, 
topaz and amethysts are found in Howard and 
Sevier Counties. Strontianite is found in Mag- 
net Cove—valuable in the purification of sugar. 
In the synelinal folds of Upper Arkansas common 
salt is easily obtained. Good salt springs are in 
Sevier County, also in Dallas and Hot Springs 
Counties. Chalcedony, of all colors, cornelian, 
agates, novaculite, honestone, buhrstone, varieties 
of granite, eight kinds of elegant marble, sand- 
stones, white, gray, red, brown and yellow, are 
common in the grit horizon; flagstones, roofing 
and pencil slates, talc, kaolin, abound in Saline, 
Washington, St. Francisand Greene Counties. The 
potter’s clay of Miller, Saline and Washington is 
extensively worked. ‘* Rock oil” 
covered in large pockets in Northwest Arkansas. 


has been dis- 


In the development of its mineral resources the 
State is still in its infaney, so much so, indeed, 
that what will prove yet to be the great sources of 
wealth are not even now produced as a commer- 
cial commodity. In some respects this is most re- 
markable. For instance, Arkansas might supply 
the world, if necessity required, with lime and 
cement, can produce the best of each at the least 


cost, and yet practically all these consumed are 


Pwr 





4 / counties. Workable veins of manganese are found imported here from other States. Years ago Prof. 
| } 

hi) a : g Seat i We saa oes ae 

< > 


ae) 


+ 
“| Tr 













































































, 3 Sha ASA We wiivben 


1) Sohbet eral get 


Phy a! i! Paty ae PIES doa nese yimpaey A 1 ani ‘duvanuont Red eraas sabwerior ai on 
wits eo Toe at 40 pet (ar wT va hea, pike waidaytels wweokm dh funn ‘lan 








ut) dey y, Hn i un. ROE Gately étintae bra: sai it 

‘shana at Laon’ oiiowndiandinge ding Reombar nti h mee jase iting angi old ta ross 

| Jee, A ke Shoe Aen Ail} lo geifepnen Toon avid cilt yi NN ee Mra tond ~oURMAA, wi coodsitan dine 
Ire nna) M st Jewiror ad) to:dell | epeuteat.| wild Nd pathery, Wb ativetmvowib duatel sate 

publer-adt ai det’ at-aak vaeldurn ivnaw a clggades tah eA a>. wer}irene’ rave Alot ton 

tan <P Irs ppl gaa eel anwownatok adit Vw | opus fine 40) Bohannon hadioys 


“You leo dvvitileh toe? wo avedT exyye fh ont Pe RUnondaat: eh wvlia ke onmeroib 
aT Sek Alf 10) Sar ethene at erat NCIN” |: tc Pa On| yall i, invad (as tA woke g 







Ae GF Bites wipe. etl fy Bit nh ts wet Mag | ibaa ah, ta) aninign.< eal ot giibioota:) a 
fade ailt ni-~aaqasiti oe mii sdoinyrerl | Bit ‘ dohay Ysa isthe elit ehroqze yataken 
Hee alt apoiie tow OUT yas weal Pret -svatoibntliay es +f, Aabvorr adit Bfe Bibwegeh sonbia dh 

i venlss A ciel niles Bt «yh bg a tb iwalbiig ue! 4) f “senile a iM lho ect 
tid Oi! gedy mht wl 3h AOvioverda HH citrie'y { at, workin ta deal ote ove fe Kure? eave avn 
fat Uh ewe ysgol siuntaygele woke) odd uf tons meni t 4s: aa Sed. abtboael’ wee values 


(| Int egel si, guia tnd peal eamanyiltg | Abotvovel) ait Laiien dhOteatotd bode wid 








gt i dd ite yorw herdohaed (1 ead Bind. sone ett wo rev fie fie on 
TO) AE oti salityiaing Ca ‘eotin ont epnlh a0 OO scenes Frasneep Hi ads, eg Gm . 
hart where onpAaeyopan Rar i scumbene dep ny Lul, Pls a RE be: epee is iat) BS 17 
+ temwol ai beset oa ppaydliowd baw sae | Natt ased cry hie ad fons Ae 
i Ht Luiiol ef dieraiaeemne KON) tongi L i i Heron dott ge deintx Hilignaddonny: es 90 
“ihe PO MOEN al te pies yall’ ast. eye ed bey octal Tov eany conn savpeneio Lorcovbant Sata | 
“oo arenes WT 6 eblot facc/ileirsive ald snk igee igs auton epsPD th add tilt report ON et 8 i 
ER PRIN Tha Lines) fevegtinneny abies Zi jlae | vk buen Beet, lad, yoy ol ‘dha 
geen teal haa evi te aela, Selaett swivel |. deetiloiy ut dw ano Bi Od avers Ebay (em 
totes Es th eaghaslad® seinem | oo IN 928 30 aloha 
} nero a sind seat Save .eoteen elirrteesosyeny: eisag> cara) aad autiter nent OR a 
j Iriraicy supaisecdey fy Ye, hiyin vector 4a | Aer Mout eee aie MeIBIY, werd deg out 
i BOO bien | Het tip inde yaenvte | saisd, acts! ohh pe ante Han wouter iste 
; ithe fos 4] mn wy et ne Ti tyre’ esq 


eitiliony, aalt fern: Lnpiiga bedtow, 


: Nh Doaiin tahun venedials: dBoiirend ‘Fag | tla rad Tt eg) aoonihe' tds, yh, eka 
aoa scum) hasegan¢h se aohoardsi ey | ani ott de adwhiong lewarice ont Wile 
“1 Hand Hay? fire opine alt. 715 LS eationy , DR, inh thie THI D a! avhing lyiaero? einen 


Hy noes ang "Tet doollee | Ghaviwiadss | ppl sy Lai hensl ep Stat owe wi en od'E 

| eueigada ds Ve re (ee op eo Nog syial ul baiesue | ionqisde ace on ei wot sano abioe Did 
2h) » renow nt detente eds Bo betes witeye fey raf odd sl | AEN #1) cpl 
Desh 02 dV on Moogtat elf ii {ida val ania ee 5: 
| a sunrise tes yy oud i toy, ove Liw daedw deed |) 
|) “Mentos 4h bosgbesg, won sage: Sonn, oes aldose | 
ot iewte aiaibe etotiein ayoe at Latina sition | 





viet a dtu aractndy pf Pormatenb: i ae 
i 


Devs’ teuretl clas feryeon ite 
tegotinatd te dege Yo biel pihl ae 
| sa Dartoenq needs Mp ties hy dans xt 
Aord age nana Bice nacre ORT 











mee 


Oo) 








18 





7 sa 








D. D. Owen called attention to the valuable marls 
in the southwest part of the State, but the great 
beds lie untouched and cotton planters send off for 
So also of the great beds of 
gypsum that le uncovered and untouched. The 
utside world wants unlimited supplies of kaolin, 


other fertilizers. 


fire-clays and such other clays as the State pos- 
sesses in inestimable quantities, and yet the thrifty 
people seem to be oblivious of the fact that here is 
the way to easy sources of wealth. 

People can live here too easily it seems. In 
this way only can a reason be found for not strik- 
ing boldly out in new fields of venture, with that 
vigor of desperation which comes of stern and 
Where nature is stubborn and un- 
yielding, man puts forth his supremest efforts. 

Magnet Cove probably furnishes more remark- 
able formations than any other district in the world. 
The ‘‘Sunk Lands” in the northeast part of the 
State, the result of the disturbance of the New 
Madrid earthquake 1811-12, present features of 
interest to both lay 
The curious spectacle 
can be seen standing 


hard necessity. 


and scientific investigators. 
of deep lakes, beneath which 
in their natural position the 
great forest trees, is presented; and instead of the 
land animals roving and feeding 
the inhabitants of the deep waters. 

The natural abutments of novaculite rocks at 
Rockport, on the Ouachita River, with the proper 
outlying rocks on the opposite side of the river, are 
a very interesting formation. 

Cortes Mountain, Sebastian County, as seen 
from Hodges Prairie presents a grand view. The 
bare hard rock looks as though the waves in their 
mighty swells had been congealed and fixed into 
a mountain. Itis 1,500 feet high. Standing Rock, 
Board Camp Creek, Polk County, is a conspicious 
and interesting landmark. 


among them are 


It rises from out the 
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crumbling shales, lke an artiticia! piece of masonry, 
to the height of ninety feet. 

The Dardanelle Rock 
sas River, opposite Morristown, is composed of fer- 


as seen from the Arkan- 


ruginons substance, and the great column dips at 
an angle of 40° toward the river. From one point 
on the southeast is the wonderful Dardanelle Protile. 
All the features of the face, with a deep-cut morth 
slightly open as if in the act of listening to what 
one is going to say to it, and the outlines of the 
head, neck and shoulders, are faithfully produced. 
Its faithfulness of detail and herogie proportions 
are its strong characteristics. 

Sandstone Dam across Lee Creek, 








Crawford 
County, is a curious iustance of nature’s perfect | 


engineering. The formation here possesses as 


| much interest to the scientist as the noted Natural 


Bridge. 

Investigations of the Mammoth Spring lead to 
the conclusion that it has underground connection 
with Havell’s Valley, Mo; that here the waters 
from many springs, some rising to the surface and 
others not rising, areas the head of a vast funnel, 
which pour down the subterranean channel and. 
finally meeting obstructions to further progress. are 
forced up through the solid rock and form the 
Mammoth Spring. a navigable subterranean river 
in short, whose charts no bold seaman will ever 
follow. 


North of Big Rock are the traces of a burnt 


lighted up the streets of Little Rock even better 
than the electric lights now gleaming from their 
high towers. 

The track of the awful cataclysm, once 
is all that is left; 
greatest display of forces lost in the 


here 
in its grand forces, the energies 


i 

{ 

out voleano. whose fires at one time would have | 
of nature’s 
| 

ceological eons intervening | 
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APTER II 


+ pe 


ARCHAEOLOGY—REMAINS OF FLinr ARROW AND SPEAR HEADS AND STONE AND OTITER ORNAMENTS— 


EVIDENCES OF PRE-HISTORIG PEOPLE ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI—MOUNDS, ETC 
AND THEIR 


OF THE STATE—LOCAL ARCHAEOLOGISTS 


. IN OTHER PORTIONS 


WorRK—TUE INDIANS—TRIBAL 


AND RACE CHARACTERISTICS—THE ARKANSAS TRIBES—TIIE CESSION TREATIES 
—THE REMOVAL OF THE CHEROKEES, CREEKS AND CHOCTAWS—AN 
INDIAN ALARM—ASSASSINATION OF THE LEADERS, ETC., ETC. 


Some lazy ages, lost in sleep and ease, 
No actions leave to busy chronicles; 
Such whose superior felicity but makes 










2! N the long gone 


reaches of time perhaps 


ages, 
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eo = Tey bs only to be measured by 
= sy, SW we |: ; veological eriod = 
Seas TORR | geolog pe Ss, race 
4 OR: (oR cf men have been here, 
ie —— 


= grown, flourished, declined 
Seok fol and passed away,many not 
Sale even leaying a wrack behind; others 
transmitting fossil traces, dim and 


Z -crumbling, and still later ones, the suc- 






cessors of the earlier ones, who had no 
traditions of their predecessors, have 
See left something of the measure of their 
a existence in the deftly cut flints, broken 
pottery, adobe walls, or great earth- 
works standing in the whilom silent 
=) wilderness as mute and enduring mon- 
uments to their existence: man, races, civilizations, 
systems of religion passing on and on to that 
eternal silence—stormfully from the inane to the 
inane, the great world’s epic that is being forever 
written and that is never writ. 

Arkansas is an inviting field for the investiga- 
tion of the archxologist, as well as the geologist. 
Races of unknown men in an unknown time have 
swarmed over the fair face of the State. 











Their 





In story chasms, in epochas mistakes.— Dryden. 


restless activities drove them to nature’s natural 
storehouses and the fairest climes on the continent. 
Where life is easiest maintained in its best form 
do men instinctively congregate, and thus commu. 
nities and nations are formed. The conditions of 
climate and soil, rainfal] and minerals are the 
controlling factors in the busy movements of men. 
These conditions given, man follows the great 
streams, on whose bosom the rudest savages Hoat 
their canoes and pirogues. 

Along the eastern part of the State are the most 
distinct traces of prehistoric peoples, whose hiero 
glyphics, in the form of earthworks, are the most 
legible to the archeologist. Here, 
greatest extent and numbers are found, indicating 


that this section once swarmed with these barbaric 


earthworks in 


races of men. 

In Lonoke County, sixteen miles southeast of 
Little Rock, and on the Little Rock & Altheimer 
branch of the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Rail- 
road, is a station called Toltec. It is located on 
the farm of Mr. Gilbert Knapp, and 
Mounds Lake. This lake is either the line of what 
was a borse-shoe bend in Arkansas River long ago. 
The lake is in the 


a space of about 


is near 


or is the trace of a dead river. 
form of a horse-shoe, and covers 
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three miles. The horse-shoe points east of north, 
and the heels to the southwest. 
field of large and interesting mounds and earth- 
works. A little east of the north bend of the lake 
are two great mounds—one square and the other 
The cone shaped is the larger and 
taller, and is supposed to have been 100 feet high, 


Here is a great 


cone shaped. 


while the other was about seventy-five feet in ele- 
vation. About them to the north and east are 
many small mounds, with no apparent fixed method 
in their location. These have all been denuded of 
their timber and are in cultivation, except the larger 
one above mentioned. Upon this is a growth of 
heavy timber, elms, hickory, and oaks with as high 
as 500 rings, and standing on an alluvial soil from 
eight to fifteen feet deep. 
are enclosed with an earth wall starting out from 
the bank of the lake, and circling at a considerable 
distance and returning to the lake, and keeping 
nearly an equal distance from the larger mound. 
The sloping base of each mound reaches the base 
and overlaps or mingles with the base of its neigh- 
bor. Around this big wall was once an outside 
ditch. The humus on the smaller mounds shows, 
in cultivation, a stronger and deeper alluvial soil 
than the surrounding land. 

There are evidences in these mounds that while 
they were built by one nation, for objects now 
problematical, they have been used by other suc- 
ceeding peoples for other and different purposes, 
much after the manner that are now found farm- 
ers with well-kept gardens on the tops of the 
mounds, or stately residences, or on others grow- 


These large mounds 


ing cotton and corn. In them human and ani- 
mal bones are seen, and there are indications that, 
while they were built for purposes of worship or 
war, when the builders passed away more than 
one race of their successors to the country used 
them as convenient burial grounds. They were 
skillful stone workers and potters, and their mason’s 
tools are frequently met with. Nearly every im- 
plement of the stone age is found in and about 
the mounds. 

Mr. Knapp, who has given the subject consid- 
erable intelligent study, is so econvineed that these 


works were made by the Toltec race that he has 














named the new station in honor of that people. 
On the line of this earth-wall mentioned are two 
deep pools that never are known to become dry. 

Kast of Toltec thirty or more miles, in Lonoke 
Prairie, are mounds that apparently belong to 
the chain or system which runs parallel with the 
river, through the State. The small mounds or 
barrows, as Jefferson termed the modern Indian 
burial places, are numerous, and distributed all 
over Arkansas. 

What is pronounced a fortified town is found 
It 
He 
reports ‘‘parts of walls, built of adobe brick and 


LB) 


in well marked remains on St. Francis River. 
was discovered by Mr. Savage, of Louisville. 


On these remains he detected trees 
He reports the 
brick made of clay and chopped or twisted straw, 
and with regular figures. A piece of first-class 
engineering is said to be traced here in a sap- 
mine, which had passed under the wails cf the 
fortification. 


cemented. 
growing numbering 300 rings. 


The bones and pottery and tools and arms of 
the prehistoric peoples of Arkansas are much more 
abundant than are found in any other spot in the 
United States. 

Mrs. Hobbs, living four miles southeast of 
Little Rock, has a very complete collection of the 
antiquities of the State. It is pronounced by 
antiquarians as one of the most valuable in the 
country. The Smithsonian Institute has offered 
her every inducement to part with her collection, 
but she has refused. It is hoped the State will 
some day possess this treasure, and suitably and 
permanently provide for its preservation. 

When the white man discovered and took pos- 
session of North America, he found the red man 
and his many tribes here, and under a total mis- 
apprehension of having found a new continent, he 
named this strange people Indians. The new world 
might have been called Columbia, and the people 
Columbians. Again, instead of being sparse tribes 
of individuals fringing the shores of the Atlantic 
Ocean there were 478 tribes, occupying nearly the 
whole of the north half of this western hemis- 
phere; some in powerful tribes, like the Iroquois; 
some were rude agricultural and commercial peoples, 
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some liviug in houses of logs or stone, permanent 
residents of their localities; others warriors and 
hunters only, and still others migratory in their 
nature, pirates and parasites. One characteristic 
strongly marked them all—a love of liberty and 
absolute freedom far stronger than the instinct 
of life itself. The Indian would not be a slave. 
Proud and free, he regarded with contempt the 
He breathed the same 


free air as did the eagle cf the crags, and would 


refinements of civilization. 


starve before he would do manual work, or, as he 
believed, degrade himself in doing aught but paint 


himself, siag his war songs and go forth to battle, 


or pursue the wild game or meet the savage wild 
beasts in their paths and slay them in regular com- 
bat. To hunt, fish and fight was the high mission 
of great and good men to his 
while the drudgery of life was 
His 
philosophy was simply the attainment of his de- 
sires with the least exertion. Ina short time he 
will have filled his earthly mission, and passed 
from the stage of action, leaving nothing but a 
From their many generations of 


untutored mind, 
relegated to the 


squaws and squaw-men. entire economic 


dim memory. 
untold numbers has come no thought, no inven- 
tion, no action that deserves to survive them a 
day or an hour. The Indians of to-day, the few 
that are pure blood, are but the remnants, the use. 
less refuse of a once numerous people, who were the 
undisputed possessors of a continent, but are now 
miserable, ragged and starving beggars at the 
back doors of their despoilers, stoically awaiting 
the last final scene inthe race tragedy. And, like 
the cheerful sermon on the tombstone, who shall 
say that white civilization, numbers and power, will 
not in the course of time, and that not far distant, 
be the successors of the residue of wretches now 
representing the red race? ‘‘I was once as you 
are, you will soon be as I am.’’ 
ophy truly, but it is the truth of the past, and the 
great world wheels about much now as it has for- 


A grim philos- 


ever. 

What is now Arkansas has been the possession 
of the following Indian tribes; no one tribe, it seems, 
occupied or owned the territory in its entirety, 
but their possessions extended into the lines, coy- 














ering a portion of the lands only, and then reach- 
ing many degrees, sometimes to the north, south 
and west: The Osages, a once numerous tribe, 
were said “to own the country south of the Mis- 
souri River to Red River, including a large por- 
tion of Arkansas. 
nation, were the chief possessors, and occupied 
nearly the whole of the State, ‘‘time out of mind:”’ 
the Cherokees were forced out of Georgia and 


The Quapaws, also a powerful 


South Carolina, and removed west of the Missis- 
sippi River in 1836; the Hitchittees were removed 
from the Chattahouchee River to Arkansas. They 
speak the Muskogee dialect —were 600 strong when 
removed; the Choctaws were removed to the west, 
after the Cherokees. In 1812 they were 15,000 
strong. 

The Quapaws, of all the tribes con 


nn 
og 


od with 
Arkansas, may be regarded as the oldest settlers, 
having possessed more of its territory in well de- 
fined limits than any of the others. In the early 
part of the eighteenth century they constituted a 
powerful tribe. Inthe year 1720 they were deci- 
mated by smallpox; reduced by this and other 
calamities, in 1520, one hundred years after, they 
were found scattered along the south side of the 
They 


never regained their former numerical strength or 


Arkansas River, numbering only 700 souls. 


warlike importance, but remained but a band of 
wretched, ragged beggars, about whose hunting 
grounds the white man was ever lessening and 
tightening the lines. 

January 5, 1819, Gov. Clark and Pierre Chou- 
teau made a treaty with the tribe by which was 
ceded to the United States the most of their terri- 
The descriptive part of the treaty is in the 
following words: ‘‘ Beginning at the mouth of the 


tory. 


Arkansas River; thence extending up the Arkansas 
to the Canadian Fork, and up the Canadian Fork 
to its source; thence south to the big Red River, 
and down the middle of that river to the Big 
Raft; thenee in a direct line so as to strike the 
Mississippi River, thirty leagues in a straight 
line, below the mouth of the Arkansas, together 
with all their claims to lands east of the Mississippi 
With the 


exception and reservation following, that is to say, 


River and north of the Arkansas River. 
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that tract of country bounded as follows: Begin- 
ning at a point on the Arkansas River opposite the 
present Post of Arkansas, and running thence a 
due southwest course to the Washila River; thence 


up that river to the Saline Fork, to a point from 


whence adue north course wouldstrike the Arkan- 
sas River at the Little Rock, and thence down the 
right bank of the Arkansas to the place of begin- 
ning.’’ In addition to this a tract was reserved 
north of the Arkansas River, which the treaty says 
is indicated by ‘‘marks on the accompanying 
map.”’ This west line of the Quapaw reservation 
struck the river about where is now Rock Street. 
In November, 1824, Robert Crittenden, the first 
Territorial secretary, effected a treaty with the 
Quapaws at Harrington’s, Ark., which ceded the 
above reservation and forever extinguished all title 
The 
tribe was then removed to what is now the Indian 
Territory. 


of that tribe to any portion of Arkansas. 


The other original ocenpants or claimants to the 
Of these 
there were many tribes, and in 1830 numbered 
4,000 strong, but mostly along the Osage River. 
Their claim lapped over, it seems, all that portion 


Arkansas Territory were the Osages. 


of the Quapaw lands lying north of the Arkansas 
River. 

The title of the Osages was extinguished to 
what is now Arkansas by a treaty of November 10, 
1808, made at Fort Clark, on the Missouri River. 
By this treaty they ceded all the country east of a 
line running due south from Fort Clark to the Ar- 
kansas River, and down said river to its confluence 
with the Mississippi River. 
pied only the country along the Missouri and 
Osage [ivers, and if they were ever on what they 
claimed as their southern boundary, the Arkansas 


These Indians oececu- 


River, it was merely on expeditions. 

About ISLS, Georgia and South Carolina eom- 
menced agitating the subject of getting rid of the 
They wanted 
At 


first they used persuasion and strategy, and finally 


Indians, and removing them west. 
their lands and did not want their presence. 


force. They were artful in representing to the In. 
dians the glories of the Arkansas country, both for 


game and rich lands. Dnring the twenty years of 


| ceded lands. 


agitating the subject Indians of the tribes of those 
States came singly and in small bands to Arkansas, 
and were encouraged to settle anywhere they might 
desire north of the Arkansas River, on the Osage 
The final act of removal of the In- 
dians was consummated in 1839, when the last of 
the Cherokees were brought west. Simultaneons 
with the arrival of this last delegation of Indians 
an alarm passed around among the settlers that the 
Indians were preparing to make a foray on the 
white Many 


people were greatly alarmed, and in some settle- 


settlements and murder them all. 


ments there were hasty preparations made to flee 


to places of safety. In the meantime the poor, 


| distressed Cherokees and Choctaws were innocent 











of the stories in circulation about them. and were 
trying to adjust themselves to their new homes 


The Chero- 


kees were the most highly civilized of all the tribes, 


and to repair their ruined fortunes. 


as they were the most intelligent, and had mingled 
and intermarried with the whites until there were 
They had 


men of foree and character, good schools and 


few of pure blood left among them. 


printing presses, and published and edited papers. 
as well as their own school books. These econdi- 
tions were largely true, also, of the Chickasaws. 
The Cherokees and Chickasaws were removed west 


The 


Cherokees were brought by water to Little Rock, 


under President Jackson’s administration. 
and a straight road was cut out from Little Rock 
to the corner of their reservation, fifteen miles 
above Batesville, in Independence County. over 
which they were taken. Their southeast boundary 
line was a straight line, at the point designated 
above Batesville, to the mouth of Point Remove 
Creek. 

The aistory of the removal of the Cherokee 
Indians (and much of the same is true of the re- 
moval of the Chickasaws and Creeks), is not a pleas- 
The Creeks of 


Florida had waged war, and when conquered Gen. 


ant chapter in American history. 


Scott removed them beyond the Mississippi River. 
When the final consummation of the removal of the 
Cherokees was effected, it was done by virtue of a 
treaty, said to have been the work of traitors. and 
unauthorized by the proper Indian authorities. At 
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all events the artful whites had divided the head- 
men of the tribe, and procured their signatures to 
a treaty which drove the last of the nation beyond 
the Mississippi. 
treaty were the Ridges, Boudinot, Bell and Rogers. 
This was the treaty of 1835. 
Ridges, Boudinot and Bell 
About forty Indians went to Ridge’s house, Inde- 


were assassinated. 
pendence County, and eruelly murdered young 
Ridge; they then pursued the elder Ridge and, over- 
taking him at the foot of Boston Mountains, as he 
was on his way to visit friends in Van Buren, Ark., 
shot him to death. 
of the nation back in Georgia, by which any one 
forfeited his life who bartered any part of their 
lands. 

The Choctaws by treaty ceded to the United 
States all their claim to lands lying within the 
limits of Arkansas, October 20, 1820. 

On the 6tb of May, 1825, the Cherokees ceded 
all claim to their lands that lay within the Territo- 
rial limit of Arkansas. 

This was about the end of Indian occupation 
or claims within the State of Arkansas, but not 
the end of important communication, and acts of 
neighborly friendship, between the whites and the 
Cherokees especially. A considerable number of 
Indians, most of them having only a slight mix- 
ture of Indian blood,remained in the State and be- 
came useful and in some instances highly influ- 
ential citizens. 
ers, merchants and professional men. 


Among them were prominent farm- 
And very 
often now may be met some prominent citizen, 
who, after even an extended acquaintance, is found 
to be an Indian. Among that race of people 
they recognize as full members of the tribe all 
who have any trace of their blood in their veins, 
whether it shows or not. 
that nearly all races differ from the white man. 
With the latter the least mixture of blood of any 
other color pronounces them at once to be not white. 

The Cherokee Indians, especially, have always 
held kindly intercourse with the people of Arkan- 
In the late Civil War they went with the 


In this respect it seems 


sas. 





The chief men in making this | 


In June, 1839, the — 


State in the secession movement without hesitation. 
A brigade of Cherokees was raised and Gen. Albert 
Pike was elected to the command. The eminent 
Indians in the command were Gen. Stand Waitie 
and Col. fi. C. Boudinot. Until 18638 the Indians 
were unanimous in behalf of the Southern cause, 


but in that year Chief Ross went over to the Fed- 


eral side, aud thus the old time divisions in the In- 


| ing the Indians from that State. 
It seems there was an old law , 


| 


dian councils were revived. 

Col. Elias C. Boudinot was born in Georgia, in 
August, 1835, the same year of the treaty remov- 
Practically, 
therefore, he is an Arkansan. He shows a strong 
trace of Indian blood, though the features of the 
white race predominate. He is a man of educa- 
tion and careful culture, and when admitted to the 
bar he soon won a place in the splendid array of 
talent then so greatly distinguishing Arkansas. A 
born orator, strong enough in intellect to think 
without emotion, morally and physically a hero, he 
has spent much of his life pleading for his people 
to be made citizens—the owners of their individ- 
ual homes, as the only hope to stay that swift de- 
eay that is upon them, but the ignorance of his 
tribe and the scheming of demagogues and seltish 
‘‘agents,’’ have thwarted his efforts and practically 
exiled him from his race. 

A few years ago Col. Boudinot was invited to 


| address Congress and the people of Washington 


on the subject of the Indian races. 





The masterly 
address by this man, one of the greatest of all the 
representatives of American Indians, will be fixed 
in history as the most pathetic epilogue of the 
greatest of dramas, the curtain of which was raised 
in 1492. Who will ever read and fully understand 
his emotions when he repeated the lines: 


Their light canoes have vanished 
From off the crested waves— 

Amid the forests where they roamed 
There rings no hunter’s shout. 

And all their cone-like cabins 

That clustered o'er the vale, 

Have disappeared as withered lcaves, 
Before the autumn gale. 
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DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT—DE SOTO IN 


ARKANSAS—MARQUETTE AND JOLIET—LA SALLE, HENNEPIN 


AND TONTI—FRENCIL AND ENGLISH SCHEMES OF CONQUEST AND DREAMS OF POWER—LOUISIANA 


—TJHE “ BUBBLE” OF JOHN LAW—THE EARLY VICEROYS AND GOVERNORS—PROPRIE- 


TARY CHANGE OF LOUISIANA—FRENCH AND SPANISID SETTLERS IN ARK- 


ANSAS—ENGLISH SETTLERS—A Frew Fuirsr SETTLERS IN THE 


COUNTIES—THE NEW 


Hail, memory, hail! 


discoverer of the Missis- 









sippi, was the first civilized 
white man to put foot upon 
N any part of what is now the 
oe State of Arkansas. He and 


d4ghis band of 


followers had forged their 


cevd 





adventurous 





ah Ve way over immense obstacles, through 
“ee Bie ’ the trackless wastes, and in the pleas- 
; ‘ 2 4 ant month of June, 1541, reached the 
Cy, \242 Mississippi River at, as is supposed, 
ee Chickasaw Blu ffs, a short distance be- 
“or low Memphis. He had sailed from 

; San Luean in April, 1538, with 600 
men, twenty officers and twenty-four priests. He 
represented his king and church, and came to 
make discoveries for his master in Florida, a coun- 


try undetined in extent, and believed to be the 


richest in the world. 
His expedition was a daring and dangerous 
one, and there were but few men in the tide of 


time who could have carried it on to the extent 
that did this bold Spaniard. 


The worn and decei- 





MADRID EARTHQUAKE— 
OTHER ITEMS OF 


INTEREST. 


In thy exhaustless mine 

From age to age unnumbered treasures shine! 
Thought and her shadowy brood thy call obey, 

And place and time are subject to thy sway.—ogers. 


mated band remained at the Chickasaw Bluffs to 


rest and recuperate until June 29, then crossing 


the river into Arkansas, and pushing on up the 
Mississippi River, through brakes and swamps and 
slashes, until they reached the higher prairie lands 
that lead toward New Madrid; stopping in their 
north course at an Indian village, Pacaha, whose 
location is not known. De Soto sent an expedition 
toward the Osage River, but it soon returned and 
He then turned 
west and proceeded to the Boston Mountains, at 
the head-waters of White River; then bending 


reported the country worthless. * 


south, and passing Hot Springs, he went into camp 
for the winter on the Ouachita River, at Autamqua 


Village, in Garland County. In the spring he 


or 
=) 


*It is proper to here state the fact that some local in- 
vestigators, and others who have studied the history of 
De Soto's voyaging through Arkansas, do not believe that 
he reached and discovered the river as bigh up as Mem- 
phis. They think he approached it ashort distance above 
the mouth of Red River, and from that point made his 
detour around to Red River. Others in the State, who 
have also studied the subject thoroughly, find excellent 
evidence of his presence in Arkansas along the Mississippi, 
particularly in’ Mississippi County. Sce ‘History of 
Mississippi County, Ark.’ After examining the testi- 
mony carefully L incline to the account as given in the 
context as being the most probable. —Ed, - 
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floated down the river, often lost in the bayous 
and overflows of Red River, and finally reacbed 
again the Mississippi. Halting here he made dil- 
igent inquiries of the Indians as to the mouth of 
the great stream, but they could give him no infor- 
mation. In June, one year from the date of his 
discovery, after a sickness of some weeks, he died. 
As an evidence of his importance to the expedition 
his death was kept a secret, and he was buried at 
night, most appropriately, in the waves of the 
But 
the secrecy of his death was of no avail, for there 
was no one who could supply his place, and with 
his life closed the existence, for all practical pur- 
poses, of the expedition. Here the interest of the 
historian. in De Soto and his companions ceases. 
He came not to possess the beautiful country, or 
plant colonies, or even extend the dominions of 
civilization, but simply to find the fabled wealth 
in minerals and precious stones, and gather them 
and carry them away. Spain already possessed 
Florida, and it was all Florida then, from the At- 
lantic to the boundless and unknown west. 

The three great nations of the old world had 
conquered and possessed—the Spaniards Florida, 
the English Virginia and New England, and the 
French the St. The feeblest of all 
these colonizers or conquerors were the English, 
and they retained their narrow foothold on the 
new continent with so little vigor that for more 
than a century and a half they knew nothing of 
the country west of them save the idle dreams and 
fictions of the surrounding savages. The general 
world had learned little of De Soto’s great western 
discoveries, and when he was buried in the Missis- 
sippi ail remained undisturbed from the presence 
or knowledge of civilized men for the period of 
132 years. 

Jacques Marquette, a French Jesuit priest, had 
made expeditions along the Northern lakes, pros- 
elyting among the Indian tribes. He had con- 
ceived the idea that there was a great western 
river leading to China and Japan. He was joined 
in his ambition to find this route, and the tribes 
along it, by Joliet, a man fired with the ambition 
and daring of the bold explorer. 


great river that gave his name immortality. 


Lawrence. 


These two men, 











with five employes, started on their great adven- 
ture May 17, 1673. They found the Upper Mis- 
sissippi River and came down that to the mouth 
of the Arkansas River, thence proceeding up some 
distance, it is supposed to near where is Arkansas 
Post. Thus the feet of the white man pressed 
onee more the soil of this State, but it was after 
the lapse of many years from the time of De Soto’s 
visit. Marquette carried into the newly discovered 
country the cross of Christ, while Joliet planted 
in the wilderness the tri-colors of France. France 
and Christianity stood together in the heart of the 
great Mississippi Valley; the discoverers, founders 
and possessors of the greatest spiritual and tem- 
poral empire on earth. From here the voyagers 
retraced their course to the Northern lakes and 
the St. Lawrence, and published a report of their 
discoveries. ' 

Nine years after Marquette and Joliet’s expe- 
dition, Chevalier de La Salle came from France, 
accompanied by Henry de Tonti, an Italian, filled 
with great schemes of empire in the new western 
world; it is charged, by some historians of that 
day, with no less ambition than securing the whole 
western portion of the continent and wresting 
Mexico from the Spaniards. When Canada was 
reached, La Salle was joined by Lows Hennepin, 
an ambitious, unscrupulous and daring T’ranciscan 
monk. It was evidently La Salle’s idea to found 
a military government in the new world, reaching 
with a line of forts and military possession from 
Quebec, Canada, to at least the Gulf, if not, as 
some have supposed, extending through Mexico. 
He explored the country lying between the North- 
ern lakes and the Ohio River. He raised a force 
in Canada and sailed through Green Bay, and, 


/ sending back his boat laden with furs, proceeded 


with his party to the head waters of the Illinois 
River and built Fort Creve Ceeur. He detached 
Hennepin with one companion and sent him to hunt 
the source of the Mississippi. He placed Tonti in 
command of Creve Cceur, with five men, and him- 
self returned to Canada in the latter part of 16S1, 
where he organized a new party with canoes, 
and went to Chicago; crossing the long portage 


from there to the Illinois River, he floated down 
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that stream to the Mississippi and on to the Gulf 
of Mexico, discovering the mouth of the Mississippi 
River April 5, 1682, and three days after, with 
becoming pomp and ceremony, took possession, in 
the name of France, cf the territory, and named it 
Louisiana, in honor of his king, Louis XIV. The 
vast region thus acquired by France was not, as it 
could not be, well defined, but it was intended 
to erabrace, in addition to much east of the 
Mississippi River, all the continent west of that 
current. 

After this expedition La Salle returned to 
France, fitted out another expedition and set sail, 
estensibly to reach the mouth of the Mississippi 
River and pass up that stream. He failed to find 
the river, and landed his fleet at Metagordo Bay, 
Texas, where he remained two years, when with a 
part of his force he started to reach Canada via 
Fort St. Louis, but was assassinated by one of his 
men near the Trinity River, Texas, March 19. 
1687, and his body, together with that of his 
nephew, was left on the Texas prairie to the beasts 
and buzzards. La Salle was a born commander 
of men, a great explorer, with vast projects of 
empire far beyond the comprehension of his 
wretched king, or the appreciation of his country- 
men. 
government, France would never, perhaps, have 
been dispossessed of the greatest inter-continental 
colonial empire on earth—from the Alleghanies to 
the Rocky Mountains. This was, in fact, the 
measure of the territory that La Salle’s expedition 
The two 
great ranges of mountains, the north pole and 


Had he been supported by a wise and strong 


and military possession gave to France. 


South America, were really the boundary lines of 
Louisiana, of which permanent ownership belonged 
forever to France, save for the weakness and inef- 
ficiency of that bete noire of poor, beautiful, sunny 
France—Louis XIV. In the irony of fate the his- 
torian of to-day may well write down the appella- 
tion of his toadies and parasites, as the grand 
monarque. La Salle may justly be reckoned one 
of the greatest founders of empire in the world, and 
had poor France had a real king instead of this 
weak and pompous imbecile, her tri-colors would 
have floated upon every breeze from the Allegha- 








—— 





| of that place, in November, 1729. 


nies to the Pacitie Ocean, and over the islands of 
more than half of the waters of the globe. 

The immensity of the Louisiana Territory has 
It was 
the largest and richest province ever acquired, and 


been but little understood by historians. 


the world’s history since its establishment has 
been intimately connected with and shaped by its 
Thus the account of the Territory of 
Louisiana is one of the most interesting chapters 
in American history. 

Thirteen years after the death of La Salle. 
1700, his trusty lieutenant, Tonti, descended the 
Mississippi River from the Illinois, with a band of 
twenty Freuch Illinois people, and upon reaching 
Arkansas Post, established a station. 


influence. 


This was 
but carrying out La Salle’s idea of a military pos- 
session by a line of forts from Canada te the Gulf. 
It may be called the first actual and intended per- 
manent possession of Arkansas. In the meantime, 
Natchez had become the oldest settled point in 
the Territory, south of Illinois, and the conduct of 
the commandant of the canton, Chopart, was laying 
the foundations for the ultimate bloody massacre 
The Jesmt. Du 
Poisson, was the missionary among the Arkansans. 
He had made his way up the Mississippi aad 
passed along the Arkansas River till he reached 
the prairies of the Dakotahs. 

The Chickasaws were the dreaded enemy of 
France; it was they who hurried the Natchez tos 
that awful massacre; it was they whose cedar bark 
canoes, shooting boldly into the Mississippi, inter- 
rupted the connections between Kaskaskia and 
New Orleans, and delayed successful permanent 
Arkansas. 


settlements in the It was they who 


weakened the French empire in Louisiana. They 
colleagued with the Hnglish, and attempted to 
extirpate the French dominion in the valley. 

Such was Louisiana more than half a century 
after. the first attempt at colonization by La Salle. 
Its population may have been 5,000 whites and 
half that of blacks. NIV 


fostered it by giving it over to the contro! of Law 


number Louis had 
and his company of the Mississippi, aided by 
boundless but transient eredit. Priests and friars 


dispersed through tribes from Biloxi to the Da- 
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kotahs, and propitiated the favor of the savages. 
But still the valley of the Mississippi remained a | 
wilderness. All its patrons-—-though among them | 
it counted kings and high ministers of state—had 
not accomplished for it in half a century a tithe | 
of that prosperity which, within the same period, | 
sprung naturally from the benevolence of William | 
Penn to the peaceful settlers on the Delaware. | 
It required the feebleness of the grand mon- | 
arque to discover John Law, the father of in- | 
flated cheap money and national financial ruin. | 
In September, 1717, John Law’s Company of the 
West was granted the commerce and control of 
Louisiana. He arrived at New Orleans with 800 
immigrants in August of that year. Instead of 
coming up the Mississippi, they landed at Dan- 
phine Island to make their way across by land. 
The reign of John Law’s company over Louisiana 


was a romance or a riot of folly and extravagance. 
He was to people and create a great empire on 
cheap money and a monopoly of the slave trade. 
For fourteen years the Company of the West con- | 
trolled Louisiana. The bubble burst, the dreams 
and illusions of ease and wealth passed away, and 
but wretched remnants of colonies existed, in the 
extremes of want and suffering. But, after all, a 
permanent settlement of the great valley had been 
made. A small portion of these were located at 
Arkansas Post, up the Arkansas River and on Red 
River, and like the most of the others of Law’s 
followers, they made a virtue of necessity and re- 
mained because they could not get away. 

John Law was an Englishman, a humbug, but 





a magnificent one, so marked and conspicuous in 
the world’s history that his career should have 
taught the statesmen of all nations the simple 
lesson that debt is not wealth, and that every at- 





tempt to create wealth wholly by legislation is sure 
to be followed by general bankruptcy and ruin. 
The Jesuits and fur-traders were the founders | 
of Illinois; Louis XIV and privileged companies | 
were the patrons of Southern Louisiana, while | 
the honor of beginning the work of colonizing the 
southwest of our republic belongs to the illustri- | 
ous Canadian, Lemoine D’ Iberville. He was a wor 


thy successor of La Salle. He also sought to tind © 





ARKANSAS. 


the mouth of the Mississippi, and guided by floating 
trees and turbid waters, he reached it on March 
2, 1699. He perfected the line of communication 
between Quebee and the Gulf; extended east and 
west the already boundless possessions of France; 
erected forts and carved the lilies on the trees of 
the forests; and fixed the seat of government of 
Louisiana at Biloxi, and appointed his brother to 
Under D’Iberville, the 
French line was extended east to Pascagoula 
River; Beinville, La Sueur, and St. Denys had 
explored the west to New Mexico, and had gone 
in the northwest beyond the Wisconsin and the 
St. Croix, and reached the mouth of and followed 
this stream to the confluence of the Blue Earth. 
D'Iberville died of yellow fever at Havana, July 
9, 1706, and in his death the Louisiana colony 
lost one of its most able and daring leaders. But 
Louisiana, at that time, possessed less than thirty 


command the province. 


families of whites, and these were scattered on 
voyages of discovery, and in quest of gold and 
gems. 

France perfected her civil government over 
Louisiana in 1689, and appointed Marquis de San- 
ville, royal viceroy. This viceroy’s empire was as 
vast in territory as it was insignificant in popula. 
tion—less than 800 souls.* By regular appoint- 
ments of viceroys the successions were maintained 
(including the fourteen years of Law’s supremacy) 
until by the treaty of Fontainbiean, November 3, 
1762, France was stripped of her American pos- 
sessions, and Canada and the Spanish Florida; 
everything east of the Mississippi except the 
island of New Orleans was given to England, 
and all Louisiana, including New Orleans west of 
the Mississippi River and south of the new southern 
boundary line of Canada, was given to Spain, in 
lieu of her Florida possessions. Hence, it was No- 
vember 3, 1762, that what is now Arkansas passed 
from the dominion of France to that of Spain. 

The signing of this treaty made that day the 
most eventful oue in the busy movements of the 


*The title of France to the boundless confines of 
Louisiana were contirmed by the treaty of Utrecht. The 
contentions between England and France over the Ohio 
country, afterward, are a part of the annals of the gen- 
eral history of the country. 
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human race. It re-mapped the world, gave the 
English language to the American continent, and 
spread it more widely over the globe than any that 
had before given expression to human thought, 
the language that is the alma mater of civil hberty 
and religious independence. Had France perma- 
nently dominated America, civil liberty and repre- 
sentative government would have been yet unborn. 
The dogmatic tyranny of the middle ages, with all 
its intolerance and war, would have been the herit- 
age of North America. 

Thus re-adjusted in her domain, Louisiana re- 
mained a province of Spain until October 1, 1800, 
when the Little Corporal over-ran Spain with his 
victorious legions, and Jooted his Catholic majesty’s 
domains. Napoleon allowed his military ambition 
to dwarf his genius, and except for this curious 
fact, he was the man who would have saved and 
disenthralled the French mind, and have placed 
the Gaul, with all his voleanic forces, in an even 
start in the race of civilization with the invincible 
and cruel Anglo-Saxon. 
progressive genius that has ever ruled poor, un- 
fortunate France. The treaty of St. Ildefonso, 
secretly transferring Louisiana from Spain again 
into the possession of France, was ratified March 24, 
1801. Its conditions provided that it was to re- 
maino a secret, and the Spanish viceroy, who was 
governor of Louisiana, knew nothing of the trans- 
fer, and continued in the discharge of his duties, 
granting rights, creating privilegés and deeding 
lands and other things that were inevitable in 
breeding confusions, and cloudy land titles, such as 
would busy the courts for a hundred years, inflict- 
ing injustice and heavy burdens upon many inno- 
cent people. 

In 1802 President Jefferson became possessed 
of the secret that France owned Louisiana. He 
at once sent James Monroe to Paris, who, with the 
resident minister, Mr. Livingston, opened negotia- 
tions with Napoleon, at first only trying to secure 
the free navigation of the Mississippi River, but to 
their great surprise the Emperor more than met 
them half way, with a proposal to sell Louisiana to 


the United States. The bargain was closed, the 


OF 





He was the only man of | 





| 
| 








ARKANSAS. 


This important move on the great. chess-board of 
nations occurred April 50, 1503. The perfune 
tory act of lowering the Spanish ensign and hoist- 
ing the flag of France; then lowering immediately 
the tri-colors and unfurling the stars and stripes, 
it is hoped never to be furled, was performed at 
St. Louis Mareh 9, 1804. Bless those dear old, 
nation-building pioneers! These were heavy drafts 
upon their patriotic allegiance. but they were equal 
to the oceasion, and ate their breakfasts as Span- 
iards, their dinners as Frenchmen, and suppers as 
true Americans. 

The successful class of immigrants to the west 
of the Mississippi were the French Canadians, who 
had brought little or nothing with them save the 
elothes on their backs, and an old flintlock gun 
with which to secure game. They colonized after 
the French mode of villages and long strips of 
farms, and a public commons. They propitiated 
the best they could the neighboring Indian tribes, 
erected their altars, hunted, and frolicked, and 
were an honest, simple-minded and just people. 
but little vexed with ambitious pride or grasping 
The mouth of the Arkansas River was 
the attractive point for immigrants on their way to 


avarice. 


the Arkansas Territory, and they wouid ascend that 
stream to Arkansas Post. There were not 500 
white people in the Territory of (now) Arkansas in 
1803, when it became a part of the United States. 
In 1810 the total population was 1,062. So soon 
as Louisiana became a part of the United States, 
a small but never ceasing stream of English speak- 
ing people turned their faces to the west and 
erossed the ‘‘ Father of Waters.’’ Those for Ar- 
kansas established Montgomery Point, at the month 
of White River, making that the transfer place for 
all shipments inland. This remained as the main 
shipping and commercial point for many years. 
By this route were transferred the freichts for 
Arkansas Post. 
Point to the Post was a slim and indistinct bridle 
path. 


The highway from Montgomery 


The immigrants came down the Cumber- 
land and Tennessee Rivers to the Ohio in keel- 
boats and canoes, and were mostly from Tennes 
see; beckoned to this fair and rich kingdom by its 


consideration being the paltry sum of $15,000,000. | sunny clime, its mountains and rivers, and its pro- 
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ductive valleys, all enriched with a flora and fauna | 


surpassing the dream of a pastoral poem. 


The French were the first permanent settlers | 


of Arkansas, and descendants of these people are 
still here. 
have attained to a position among the most emi- 


Many bearing the oldest French names 


nent of the great men of the trans- Mississippi. 
Sometimes the names have become so corrupted as 
to be unrecognizable as belonging to the early illus- 
trious stock. 
ing French names phonetically would soon change 
them completely, The Bogys and Lefevres, for 
instance, are names that go back to the very first 
settlements in Arkansas. ‘‘ Lefevre’’ on the maps 
is often spelled phonetically thus: ‘‘Lafaver.’’ 


Representatives of the Lefevre family are yet 


numerous in and about Little Rock, and in other | 


portions of the State. 


The English-speaking people speak- | 





Peter L. Lefevre and family were among the | 


very first French settlers, locating in the fall of 
1818 on the north side of the river on Spanish 
Grant No. 497, about six miles below Little Rock. 
His sons were Peter, Enos, Francis G., Ambrose, 
Akin, Leon and John B., his daughter being Mary 
Louise. All of these have passed away except 


| teen families to this colony the next year. 
| first was the family of Samuel Miller, father of 


| the history of Arkansas. 


overland to the Mississippi River, or to some of its 
bayous, and then by water. 
the Southern States brought considerable property, 
and some of them negro slaves, but not many 
were able to do this. The general rule was to 
reach the Territory alone and clear a small piece 
of ground, and as soon as possible to buy slaves and 
set them at work in the cotton fields. 

In 1814 a colony of emigrants, consisting of 
four families, settled at Batesville, then the Lower 
Missouri Territory, now the county seat of Inde- 
pendence County. 


A few of these from 


There was an addition of fif- 
Of the 


(afterward) Gov. William R. Miller; there were also 
John Moore, the Magnesses and Beans. All these 
families left names permanently connected with 
In the colony of 1815 
(all from Kentucky) were the brothers, Richard, 


John, Thomas and James Peel, sons of Thomas 
| Peel, a Virginian, and Kentucky companion of 


| Daniel Boone. 


the now venerable Leon Lefevre, who resides on | 
the old plantation where he was born in tbe year | 


1808. 
birth, growth and the vicissitudes of Arkansas 
have passed before his eyes. It is supposed of all 
living men he is the oldest representative surviving 
of the earliest settlers; however, a negro, still a 
resident of Little Rock, also came in 1818. 

The first English speaking settlers were Ten- 
nesseeans, Kentuckians and Alabamians. ‘The ear- 


liest came down the Mississippi River, and then 


from the west, ascended these in the search for 
future homes. The date of the first coming of 
English speaking colonists may be given as 1807, 
those prior to that time being only trappers, 
hunters and vyoyagers on expeditions of discovery, 
or those whose names can not now be ascertained. 

South Carolina and Georgia also gave their 
small quotas to the first pioneers of Arkansas. 


For eighty-one years the panorama of the | 


Thomas Curran was also one of 
the later colonists from Kentucky, a relative of the 
great Irishman, John Philpot Curran. Inthe 1516 


_ colony were also old Ben Hardin—hero of so many 


Indian wars—his brother, Joab, and William 
Griffin, Thomas Wyatt, William Martin, Samuel 
Elvin, James Akin, John Reed, James Miiler ana 
John B. Craig. 

Alden Trimble, who died at Peel, Ark., in 
April, 1889, aged seventy-four years, was born in 


the Cal Hogan settlement, on White River, Marion 


County, June 14, 1815. This item is gained 
from the obituary notice of his death, and indicates 


_ some of the very first settlers in that portion of the 
| State. 
penetrating Arkansas at the mouths of the streams 


_ Adam Blakely. 


_ed in that settlement in the year 1S10. 


From the States south of Tennessee the route was | 


Among the oldest settled points, after Arkan- 
sas Post, was what is now Arkadelphia, Clark 
County. It was first called Blakelytown, after 
He had opened a litile store at 
the place, and about this were collected the first 
settlers, among whom may now be named Zack 
Davis, Samuel Parker and Adam Highnight. The 
Blakelys and the names given above were all loeat- 
The next 
year came John Hemphill, who was the first to dis- 
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cover and utilize the valuable waters of the salt 
springs of that place. He engaged in the suc- 
cessful manufacture of salt, and was in time suc- 
ceeded by his son-in-law, Jonathan O. Callaway. 
Jacob Barkman settled in Arkadelphia in 1811. 
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He was a man of foresight and enterprise, and | 


soon established a trade along the river to New 
Orleans. 
canoes and pirogues, and finally owned and ran in 
the trade the first steamboat plying from that 
point to New Orleans. He pushed trade at the 
point of settlement, at the same time advancing 
navigation, and opened a large cotton farm. 

In Arkansas County, among the early promi- 
nent men who were active in the county’s affairs 
were Eli I. Lewis, Henry Seull, O. H. Thomas, 
T. Farrelly, Hewes Scull, A. B. K. Thetford and 
The latter afterward removed to 


He commenced navigating the river in 


Lewis Bogy. 
Missouri, and has permanently associated his name 
with the history of that State. Ina subsequent 
list of names should be mentioned those of Will- 
iam Fultony, James Maxwell and James H. Lucas, 
the latter being another of the notable citizens of 
Missowzi. 

Carroll County: Judges George Campbell and 
William King, and John Bush, T. H. Clark, Abra- 
ham Shelly, William Nooner, Judge Hiram Davis, 
W. C. Mitchell, Charles Sneed, A. M. Wilson, 
Elijah Tabor, William Beller, M. bl. Hawkins, 
John McMillan, M. Perryman, J. A. Hicks, N. 
Rudd, Thomas Callen, W. E. Armstrong. 

Chicot County: John Clark, William B. Patton, 
Richard Latting, George W. Ferribee, Francis 
Rycroft, Thomas Knox, W. B. Duncan, J. W. 
Boone, H. 8S. Smith, James Blaine, Abner John- 
son, William Hunt, J. W. Neal, James Murray, 
B. Magruder, W. P. Reyburn, J. T. White, John 
Fulton, Judge W. H. Sutton, J. Chapman. Hiram 
Morrell, Reuben Smith, A. W. Webb. 

In Clark County, in the earliest times, were 
P. L. Blair, Colbert Baker, Moses Graham, 
James Miles, Thomas Drew, 
David Fisk and Isaac 


W. 
Mathew Logan, 
Daniel Ringo, 
Ward. 

Clay County: 
erts, 


A. Stroud, 


John J. Griffin, Abraham Rob- 


Wilham Davis, William H. Mack, James 


| Buckley, 





| James Ward, 
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Watson, J. G. Dudley, James Campbell, Single- 
ton Copeland, C. H. Mobley. 

Conway County: Judge Saffold, David Bar- 
James Kellam, Reuben Blunt, James Barber, 
Thomas Mathers, John Houston, E. 
W. Owen, Judge B. B. Ball, J. I. Simmons, T. S. 
Haynes, B. F. Howard, William Ellis, N. H. 
James Ward, Judge Robert McCall, W. 
H. Robertson, L. C. Griffin, Judge W. T. Gamble, 
D. D. Mason, George Fletcher and D. Harrison. 

Craighead County: Rufus Snoddy, Daniel 
O’ Guinn, Yancey Broadway, Henry Powell, D. R. 
Tyler, Elias Mackey, William Q. Lane, John Ham- 
ilton, Asa Puckett, Eli Quarles, William Puryear. 

In Crawford County were Henry Bradford, 
Jack Mills, G. C. Pickett, Mark Beane, J. C. Sum- 
ner, James Billingsley. 

Crittenden County: J. Livingston, W. D. Fer- 
guson, W. Goshen, William Cherry, Judge D. H. 
Harnie, 1 Os) W. eee S. A. Cherry, Judge 
Charles Blackmore, 8. R. Cherry, John Tory, F. 
B. Read, Judge A. B. Hubbins, H. O. Oders, J. 
H. Wathen, H. Bacon. 

Fulton County: G. W. Archer, William Wells, 
Daniel Hubble, Moses Brannon, John Nichols, 
Moses Steward, Enos C. Hunter, Milton Yarberry, 
Dr. A. C. Cantrell. 

Greene County: Judge L. Brookfield, L. 
Thompson, James Brown, J. Suttin, G. Hall, 
Charles Robertson, Judge W. Hane, Judge George 
Daniel, G. L. Martin, J. Stotts, James Ratchford, 


ber, 


| Judge L. Thompson, H. L. Holt, J. L. Atkinson, 


J. Clark, H. N. Reynolds, John Anderson, Ben- 
jamin Crowley, William Pevehouse, John Mitch- 
ell, Aaron Bagwell, A. J. Smith, Wiley Clarkson, 
William Hatch. 

In Hempstead County: J. M. Steward, A. 5 
Walker, Benjamin Clark, A. M. Oakley, 
Dooley, D. T. Witter, Edward Cross, 
MeDonald, D. Wilburn and James Moss. 

Hot Springs County: L. N. West, G. B. 
Hughes, Judge W. Durham, G. W. Rogers, T. W. 
Johnson, J. T. Grant, J. H. Robinson, H. A. 
Whittington, John Callaway, J. T. Grant, Judge 


Thomas 
William 


G. Whittington, L. Runyan, R. Huson, J. Bank- 
son, Ira Robinson, Judge A. N. Sabin, C. A. Sa- 














I a A 


Ras a a 
ee een teens bese asresis soa Sie oy Ru 
} MOR el 4 i 












a epg: 

































































j 
x ee (79, 
\ ici ik tina obcliuntnn aids 
rebieh, BL bieteqoQhads ) siege ah: Hraquasrasati of sone 
WE Bera, ibe Matt agi ovine) TAWHeD sie ob alt DY wher hire. dike Wo ot 
¥ 
ba 


«hy 


+N He Licey con! "y reafalsst eT eed 4) ib ence de 





erie, anwnl. ion adel, aruthiod) wither Gabe Spnerntiet) MO jaattewet, vewl oe “om mid 
£ veiw del, jevolidit suet? | Bia ed vial vet iyi, hey Portal: at, batldos® j 
OF? nectnsiiee |) ee et. a asiadd By steel WE ‘Hina ean puntien ‘bist diy cemtah to ‘wa 
ATE lf oils ewok? JL. oreil ‘rae eF seneeodt Bul obi # Bp 
VV Siot Seti obaly Baal dealt’ yodsbontth i sirsi ‘olf wRRineyir air hewn sees 
VAL FP eg hth Ae Bcd, yactiader eee “SBE ot rh AY, Jee, fhouavires lost Ayes: ae 
Sueno AT hire shphogalt ae Adana, AE Ad | oat tera :  teodtonadta dexit / 
wav: bho subelh fysacetd iaeataiael h edt 14: bind Bilin on PRA! He 
Gia’ l vanol os ite b paint bette 2O) ‘apinunvdi anit euaiee, sdf as siontel 
with age uml. 4) relied bedi mk vail valet | 0 aRREED iteiteger papal a ‘Howoge bes te 
‘crongneSh eand FL, pele Oh HE alee h ay NEe me, ality: i iene “eliotn iad +a 
Partbawdt yarstl vies vio) above al ra ue 6, ailaivall BY hier OVER anew oat 
PH. OF eget oly yells. state ee tap \) ra how Ge oaecltl’ ae mine) ries piven | 
nS (éleynt Le saeel, pwye he By Bitwat es Ree 1 hppive eowoRL. 
me OI ceuiid onl eA ! of. Bevorseer ‘Dxawtarts wddal oft Zs 
(  apbul. grime deo. OW doers | ediedebll inbiniogaes’ Taner and bi 
euhwG feed A soko: WO inne 2uvenaa beret ip: 6 ad! | ton) bo: prodeial 













, Ve 


LY adel .ypisdt) A 2 widen aaa (MEW hey valid? eapiherrat of Dlondiee 
OO CH oniddrll A A ogbil, Beeh |. ade Hi Bu as hens Bose nM! wonsaly, 
yn cane. A rotten! EE) aes manSitiOS olifadon vel Yo woiltoorn ye 

at, een vedo. I ee een HE. 
lei gutih comet! nome! walt Steed | ia tddaateraalees bins ‘yoni 
¥ woth vated sand , bewilt) soualt \ HEA TD ED Pee clot Baris: 
ABO DS a reB bs aawaicl aia onl, fae enw 
Mattoo Lo aetiteh Sedma osnequal bs eel Bk hoon eked) it 
. db al JG frrentt “qereast, ere oats nw ee Gee | allot! rst ltie roteD 
woagpint sugll Vo euhodh sondage weer | A fg Ae, aca tt eal 
mT encal -dose ob uate 7 eh Ged. eae meerts, lit (riled enictoadt 
HA ke TART il J) nepal AL agian | Liveeitantil A iden ‘ie ole rydeirot'd 
wil snustebod wet blo Eh ial | aisier i) Ane iW eQrOet) neitind 
font adel. avers) qellkpet us| nieve. bi inertial rt ia pont hess 
noel > pal WE lth. 4 dowel nine atin | P 
. betel! reese We | 
du ce ingae a af eben) Laseabeigeeake, Saat 
eacmowds pall): EA: A. staph - Betts a wre W NEE hd 
reo geet, figoht «wail BD a he sl ia. 
. ean wesw fre, eos Nl jig | onary 
& R nine! ccs # AU oi 


sie e Pars i 2, 



























HISTORY 


bin, W. W. McDaniel, W. Dunham, A. B. MeDon- 
ald, Joseph Lorance. 

Independence County: R. Searcy, Robert Bean, 
Charles Kelly, John Reed, T. Curran, Jobn Bean, 
I. Curran, J. L. Daniels, J. Redmon, John Rud- 
dell, C. H. Pelham, Samuel Miller, James Micham, 
James Trimble, Henry Engles, Hartwell Boswell, 
John H. Ringgold. 

Izard County: J. P. Houston, John Adams, 
Judge Mathew Adams, H. C. Roberts, Jesse Adams, 
John Hargrove, J. Blyeth, William Clement. 
Judge J. Jeffrey, Daniel Jeffrey, A. Adams, J. A. 
Harris, W. B. Carr, Judge B. Hawkins, B. H. 
Johnson, D. K. Loyd, W. H. Carr, A. Creswell, 
H. W. Bandy. Moses Bishop, Daniel Hively, 
Jobn Gray, William Powell Thomas Richardson, 
William Seymour. 

Jackson County: Judge Hiram Glass, J. C. 
Saylors, Isaac Gray, N. Copeland, Judge E. 
Bartley, John Robinson, A. M. Carpenter. Judge 
D. C. Waters, P. O. Flynn, Hall Roddy, Judge 
R. Ridley, G. W. Cromwell, Sam Mathews, Sam 
Allen, Martin Bridgeman, John Wideman, New- 
ton Arnold, Joseph Haggerton, Holloway Stokes. 

Jefferson County: Judge W. P. Hackett, J. T. 
Pullen, Judge Creed Taylor, Peter German, N. 
Holland, Judge Sam C. Roane, William Kinkead. 


Thomas O’ Neal, E. H. Roane, 8. Dardenne, Sam | 


Taylor, Judge H. Bradford, H. Edgington, Judge 
W. H. Lindsey, J. H. Caldwell. 

Johnson County: Judge George Jameson,. 
Thomas Jenette, S. F. Mason, Judge J. P. Kessie, 
A. Sinclair, William Fritz, W. J. Parks, R. S. 
MeMicken, Augustus Ward, Judge J. L. Cravens, 
A. M. Ward, M. Rose, A. L. Black, W. A. Ander- 
son, Judge J. B. Brown, A. Sinclair, William 
Adams, W. M. H. Newton. 


Lafayette County: Judge Jacob Buzzard, Jesse | 


Douglass, Joshua Morrison, I. W. Ward, J. T. 
Conway, W. KE. Hodges, J. Morrison, George Doo- 
ley, J. M Dorr, J. P. Jett, W. B. Conway, W. 
H. Conway, T. V. Jackson, G. H. Pickering, 
Judge E. M. Lowe, R. F. Sullivan, James Ab- 
rams. 

Lawrence County: Joseph. Hardin, Robert 
Blane, H. Sandford, John Reed, R. Richardson, 


OF 
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J. M. Kuykendall, H. R. Hynson, James Camp- 
| bell, D. W. Lowe, Thomas Black, John Rodney, 
| John Spotts, William J. Hudson, William Stuart, 
Isaac Morris; William B. Marshall, John 8. Fick- 
lin. 

Madison County: Judge John Bowen, H. B. 
M. Johnson, H. C. Daugherty, M. 
Perryman, T. MeCuiston. 

In Miller County: John Clark, J. Ewing, J. H. 
| Fowler, B. English, C. Wright, G. F. Lawson, 
, Thomas Polk, George Wetmore, David Clark, J. 
G. Pierson, John Morton, N. Y. Crittenden, 
Charles Burkem, George Collum, G. C. Wetmore, 
D. C. Steele, G. F. Lawton and Judge G. M. 
Martin. 

Mississippi County: Judge Edwin Jones, J. 
W. Whitworth, E. F. Loyd, 8S. McLung, G. C. 
Bartield, Judge Nathan Ross, Judge John Troy, 
| J. W. Dewitt, J. C. Bowen, Judge Fred Miller, 


Brown, P. 





| Uriah Russell, T. L. Daniel, J. G. Davis, Judge 


Nathan Ross, J. P. Edrington, Thomas Sears, 
| A. G. Blackmore. William Kellums, Thomas J. 
| Mills, James Williams, Elijah Buford, Peter G. 
Reeves. 

Monroe County: Judge William Ingram, J. C. 


ette Jones, Judge James Carlton, M. Mitchell, J. 
R. Dye, J. Jacobs, R. S. Bell. 
Phillips County: W. B. R. Horner, 


| Seaborn, H. L. Biscoe, G. W. Fereby, J. H. 
McKenzie, Austin Hendricks, W. H. Calvert. N. 
Righton, B. Burress, F. Hanks, J. H. Mckeal, 
| J. K. Sandford, S. S. Smith, C. P. Smith, J. H. 


Askew, P. Pinkston, Charles Pearey, J. B. Ford, 
W. Bettiss, J. Skinner, H. Turner and M. Irvin. 

Pike County: Judge W. Sorrels, D. S. Dickin- 
son, John Hughes, J. W. Dickinson, Judge W. 
Kelly, Isaac White, J. H. Kirkhan, E. K. Will- 
iams, Henry Brewer. 

Poinsett County: 
Williain Harris, Drs. Theophilus Griffin and John 
P. Hardis, Harrison Ainsworth, Robert H. Stone, 
Benjamin Harris. 





Pope County: Judge Andrew Seott, Twitty 








Montgomery, James Eagan, John Maddox, Lafay- 


Daniel 
Mooney, S. Phillips, S. M. Rutherford, George 


| McKenzie, S. C. Mooney, I. C. P. Tolleson. Emer 


Judges Richard Hall and 
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Pace, H. Stinnett, W. Garrott, W. Mitchell, 
Judge S. K. Blythe, A. E. Pace, J. J. Morse, F. 
Heron, Judge Thomas Murray, Jy., S. M. Hayes, 
S. S. Hayes, R. S. Witt, Judge Isaac Brown, R. 
T. Williamson, W. W. Rankin, Judge J. J. Morse, 
J. B. Logan, W. C. Webb. 

Pulaski County: R. C. Oden, L. R. Curran, 
Jacob Peyatte, A. H. Renick, G. Greathouse, M. 
Cunningham, Samnel Anderson, H Armstrong, T. 
W. Newton, D. FE. MeKinney, S. M. Rutherford, 


A. McHenry, Allen Martin, J. H. Caldwell, Judge | 


S. S. Hall, J. Henderson, William Atchinson, R. 
N. Rowland, Judge David Rorer, J. K. Taylor, 
R. H. Callaway. A. L. Langham, Judge J. H. 
Cocke, W. Badgett, G. N. Peay, J. C. Anthony, 


~L. R. Lincoln, A. Martin, A. S. Walker, Judge 


Rh. Graves, J. P. and John Fields, J. K. Taylor, 
W. C. Howell, J. Gould, Roswell Beebe, William 
Russell, John C. Peay. 

Randolph County: Judge P. R. Pittman, B. J. 
Viley, William Black, R. Bradford, J. M. Cooper, 
B. J. Wiley, B. M. Simpson, John Janes, James 
Campbell, Samuel McElroy, Edward Mattix, 
Thomas 8S. Drew, R. S. Bettis, James Russell. 


St. Francis County: Andrew Roane. William | 


Strong, S. Crouch, Judge John Johnson, T. J. 
Curl, G. B. Lincecum, William Lewis, Judge 
William Strong, Isaac Mitchell, David Davis, 
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| field, G, Clark, J. T. Little, Judge David Foran, 


| P. Little, 
| Hartfield, Judge J. F. Little, Henry 





Isaac Forbes, Judge William Enos, N. O. Little, | 


W. G. Bozeman, H. M. Carothers, Judge R. H. 
Hargrove, H. H. Curl, Cyrus Little. 

Saline County: Judge T. 8. Hutchinson, Samuel 
Caldwell, V. Brazil, C. Lindsey, A. Carrick, Judge 
H. Prudden, G. B. Hughes, Samuel Collins, J. J. 
Joiner, J. RK. Conway, R. Brazil, E. M. Owen, 
George McDaniel, C. P. Lyle. 

Scott County: Judge Hlijah Baker, S. B. 
Walker, James Riley, J. R. Choate, Judge James 
Logan, G. Marshall, Charles Humphrey, W. Can- 
thorn, G. C. Walker, T. J. Garner, Judge Gilbert 
Marshall, W. Kenner. 

Searcy County: Judge William Wood, William 
Kavanaugh, E. M. Hale, Judge Joseph Rea, Will- 
iam Ruttes, Joe Brown, VY. Robertson, T. S. Hale, 
Judge J. Campbell, 

Sevier County: Judge John Clark, R. Hart- 





r 


A. 
Morris, 


William White, Charles Moore, 
Judge Henry Brown, George Halbrook, Judge 
R. H. Scott, S. S. Smith. 

Sharp Connty: Jobn King, Robert Lott, Nich- 
olas Norris, William Morgan, William J. Gray, 
William Williford, Solomon Hudspeth, Stephen 
English, John Walker, L. D. Dale, John C. Gar- 
ner, R. P. Smithee, Josiah Richardson, Judge A. 
H. Nunn, William G. Matheny. 

Union County: John T. Cabeen, John Black, 
Jr., Judge John Black, Sr., Benjamin Gooch, 
Alexander Beard, Thomas O'Neal, Judge G. B. 
Hughes, John Cornish, John Hogg, Judge Hiram 
Smith, J. RK. Moore, John Henry, John Stokeley, 
Judge Charles H. Seay, W. L. Bradley, Judge 
Thomas Owens. 

Van Buren County: Judge J. L. Laferty, P. 
O. Powell, N. Daugherty, Philip Wail, L. Will- 
iams, Judge J. B. Craig, Judge J. M. Baird, J. 
McAllister, Judge William Dougherty, A. Mor- 
rison, George Counts, A. Caruthers, W. W. Trim- 
ble, R. Bain, J. O. Young, George Hardin, A. W. 
McRaines, Judge J. C. Ganier. 

Washington County: L. Newton, Lewis Evans, 
John Skelton, Judge Robert McAmy, B. H. 
Smithson, Judge John Wilson, James Marrs, Y. 
Caruthers, James Coulter, J. T. Edmonson, Judge 
J. M. Hoge, James Crawford, John McClellan, 
Judge W. B. Woody, W. W. Hester, Judge John 
Cureton, L. C. Pleasants, Isaac Murphy, D. Calla- 
ghan, Judge Thomas Wilson, W. L. Wallace and 
L. W. Wallace. 

White County: Judge Samuel Guthrie, P. W. 
Roberts, P. Crease, Michael Owens, M. H. Blue, 
S. Arnold, J. W. Bond, Wilham Cook, J. Arnold, 
Milton Saunders, Bird, Beeler, 


Jaries Samuel 


| James Walker, Martin Jones, Philip Hilger, James 


King, L. Pate, John Akin, Reuben Stephens, Sam- 
uel Guthrie. 

Woodruff County: Rolla Gray, Durant H. 
Bell, John Dennis, Dudley Glass, Michael Hag- 
gerdon, Samuel Taylor, James Barnes, George 
Hateh, John Teague, Thomas Arnold and Thomas 
Hough. 
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The above were all prominent men in their lo- 
ealities during the Territorial times of Avkansas. 
Many of them have left names and memories inti- 
mately associated with the history of the State. 


They were a part of those pioneers ‘‘who hewed | 


the dark, old woods away,’’ and left a rich inheri- 
tance, and a substantial civilization, having wealth, 
refinement and Juxuries, that were never a part of 
their dreams. They were home makers as well as 
State and Nation builders. They cut out the roads, 
opened their farms, bridged the streams, built 
houses, made settlements, towns and cities, render- 
ing all things possible to their descendants; a race 
of heroes and martyrs pre-eminent in all time for 
the blessings they transmitted to posterity; they 
repelled the painted savage, and exterminated the 
ferocious wild beasts; they worked, struggled and 
endured that otbers might enjoy the fruits of their 
heroic sacrifices. Their lives were void of evil to 
mankind; possessing little ambition, their touch 
was the bloom and never the blight. Granted, 
cynic, they builded wiser than they knew, yet they 
built, and built well, and their every success was 
Let the record of 
their humble but great lives be immortal! 

The New Madrid earthquake of 181]—12, com- 
mencing in the last of December, and the subterra- 
nean forces ceasing after three months’ duration, 
was of itself a noted era, but to the awful display 
of nature’s forces was added a far more important 
and lasting event, the result of the silent but 
mighty powers of the human mind. Simulta- 
neously with the hour of the most violent convul- 
sions of nature, the third day of the earthquake, 
there rode out at the mouth of the Ohio, into the 
lashed and foaming waters of the Mississippi, the 
first steamboat that ever ploughed the western 
waters—the steamer ‘‘ Orleans,’’ Capt. Roosevelt. 
So awful was the display of nature’s energies, that 
the granitic earth, with a mighty sound, heaved 
and writhed like a storm-tossed ocean. 


the triumphant march of peace. 


The great 
river turned back in its flow, the waves of the 
ground burst, shooting high in the air, spouting 
sand and water; great forest-covered hills disap- 
peared at the bottom of deep lakes into which 
they had sunk; and the ‘‘sunk lands’? are to 





this day marked on the maps of Southeast Mis- 


souri and Northeast Arkansas. The sparse popu- 


lation along the river (New Madrid was a flourish- 
ing young town) fled the country in terror, leav- 
ing mostly their effects and domestic animals. 
The wild riot of nature met in this wilderness 
Where else on the 
globe so appropriately could have been this meet- 
ing of the opposing forces as at the mouth of the 
Ohio and on the convulsed bosom of the Father of 
Waters? How feeble, apparently, in this contest, 


_ the triumph of man’s genius. 


were the powers of man; how grand and awful the 
play of nature’s forces! The mote struggling 
against the ‘‘ wreck of worlds and crush of mat- 
But, ‘‘ peace be still,’’ was spoken to the 


vexed earth, while the invention of Fulton will go 


9 


ter. 





on forever. The revolving paddle-wheels were the 
incipient drive-wheels, on which now ride in tri- 
umph the glories of this great age. 

The movement of immigrants to Arkansas in 
the decade following the earthquake was retarded 
somewhat, whereas, barring this, it should and 
would have been stimulated into activity by the 
advent of steamboats upon the western rivers. The 
south half of the State was in the possession of 
| the Quapaw Indians. The Spanish attempts at 
His Catholic 
majesty was moving in the old ruts of the feudal 


colonizing were practical failures. 


ages, in the deep-seated faith of the ‘* divinity of 
kings,’’ and the paternal powers and duties of 
The Bastrop settlement of *‘ thirty fam- 


ilies,’’? by a seigniorial grant in 1797, had brought 


rulers. 


years of suffering, disappointment and _ failure. 
This was an attempt to found a colony on the 
Ouachita River, granting an entire river and a 
strip of land on each side thereof to Bastrop, 
the government to pay the passage of the people 
across the ocean and to feed and clothe them one 
year. To care for its vassals, and to provide 
_ human breeding grounds; swell the multitudes for 
the use of church and State; to *‘ glorify God’’ 





by repressing the growing instincts of liberty and 
| the freedom of thought, and add subjects to the 
| possession and powers of these gilded toads, were 
the essence of the oriental schemes for peopling 
| the new world. Happily for mankind they failed, 
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and tho wild beasts returned to care for their young | a manly spirit of self-reliance and independence. 


These were the successful founders and builders | 


in safety and await the coming of the real pioneers, 


they who came bringing little or nothing, save | of empire in the wilderness. 
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briefly traced the changes 


UNDER FRENCH RULE. 


Robert Cavelier de La Salle (April 9, 


in the government of the | formal)... seveees +. 1682-1688 

Territory of Louisiana from | Marauis desSanvalles.. ...5.< cece ca eaynes eae 

iteialisdonory tovthewyean | “Tne Gagliano eines 

= 1803, when it became a pe by ipinay.:. Veen ee 1716-1717 
LE, part of the territory of | Bienville. Pete te teeter ee teeta ee 1718-1723 
Mey, the United States. Discovered by | pein (ad Interns ac. avkase ee nt i 
the Spanish, possessed by the French, | Bee eee nae BEES oo aasa-1te2 

divided and re-divided between the | —pAbbadic...... ....--.ececeeceeeces. 1763-1766" 


French, Spanish and English;  set- 
tled by the Holy Mother Church, 








UNDER SPANISH RULE. 


in the warp and woof of nations it Antonio de Ulloa... 66. css.ceenste de. LI6THALIES 
was» the flying shuttle-cock of the Alexander O ReMi ye <ievennattanctnsysis cereale 1768-1769 
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TO ra = Y Oo ) | i 
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as allegiance for 261 years. This | EStevarevlirove tse. ene oe ess 2 LESD—1 787 

3 foundling, this waif of nations, was | Francisco Luis Hortu, Baron of Caron- 

but an outcast, or a trophy chained to the delet..... wh Aiiek. cade. Bie mesede,. tek 1789-1792 
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European powers, until in the providence of God Juan Manual de Salcedo. ..............1800-1803 


it reached its haven and abiding home in the 
bosom of the union of States. 

As a French province, the civil government of 
Louisiana was organized, and the Marquis de San- 
ville appointed viceroy or governor in 1689. 





From the dates already given it will be seen 
that the official acts of Salcedo during his entire 





*QLouisiana west of the Mississippi, althongh ceded 
to Spain in 1762, remained under French jurisdiction 
until 1766. 
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term of office, under the secret treaty of Ildefonso, 
were tainted with irregularity. Thousands of land 
grants had been given by him after he had in fact 
ceased to be the viceroy of Spain. The contract- 
ing powers had affixed to the treaty the usual ob- 
ligations of the fulfillment of all undertakings, but 
the American courts and lawyers, in that ancient 
spirit of legal hypercritical technicalities, had 
given heed to the vicious doctrine that acts in good 
faith of a de facto governor may be treated as of 
questionable validity. This was never good law, 
because it was never good sense or justice. 

The acts and official doings of these vice-royal- 
ties in the wilderness present little or nothing of 
interest to the student of history, because they 
were local and individual in their bearing. It 
was the action of the powers across the waters, in 
reference to Canada and Louisiana, that in their 
wide and sweeping effects have been nearly omnip- 
otent in shaping civilization. 

Referring to the acquisition of Canada and the 
Louisiana east of the Mississippi River, Bancroft 
says that England exulted its conquest ;* 
enjoying the glory of extended dominion in the 
confident expectation of a boundless increase of 


in 


wealth. But its success was due to its having 
taken the lead in the good old struggle for liberty, 
and it was destined to bring fruits, not so much to 
itself as to the cause of freedom and mankind. 
France, of all the States on the continent of 
Europe the most powerful, by territorial unity, 
wealth, numbers, industry and culture, seemed 
also by its place marked out for maritime ascend- 
ency. 
Mediterranean, possessed harbors on the German 
Ocean, and embraced between its wide shores and 
jutting headlands the bays and open waters of the 
Atlantic; its people, infolding at one extreme the 
offspring of colonists from Greece, and at the 
other the hardy children of the Northmen, being 
called, as it were, to the inheritance of life upon 
the sea. 
propriated great ideas and delighted in bold re- 
solves. Its travelers had penetrated farthest into 


Set between many seas it rested upon the 


The nation, too, readily conceived or ap- 





*Bancroft, vol. iv.-457;  Gayarre’s Histoire de la 
Louisiane, vol. ii.-121. 





ARKANSAS. _.. 
{Gr CPAP 
_ a NA A Pa ey 





the fearful interior of unknown lands; its mission- 
aries won most familiarly the confidence of the 
with 
keener and wiser observation the forms of nature 


aboriginal hordes; its writers described 
in her wildness, and the habits and languages of 
savage man; its soldiers, and every lay Frenchman 
in America owed military service, uniting beyond 
all others celerity with courage, knew best how to 
endure the hardships of forest life and to triumph 
in forest warfare. Its ocean chivalry had given a 
name and a colony to Carolina, and its merchants 
a people to Acadia. 


basin of the St. Lawrence; were the first to ex- 


The French discovered the 


plore and possess the banks of the Mississippi, and 
planned an American empire that should unite the 
widest valleys and most copious inland waters in 
the world. 
the old and the new world was a government that 


But over all this splendid empire in 


was medieval—mured in its glittering palaces, 
taxing its subjects, it would allow nothing to come 
to the Louisiana Territory but what was old and 
worn out. French America was closed against even 
a gleam of intellectual independence; nor did all 
Louisiana contain so much as one dissenter from 
the Roman Church. 

‘* We have caught them at last,’’ exultingly ex- 
claimed Choiseul, when he gave up the Canadas 
to England and the Louisiana to Spain. ‘‘ Eng- 
land will ere long repent of having removed the 
only check that could keep her coloniesin awe. * 
* * She will call on them to support the bur- 
dens they have helped to bring on her, and they 
will answer by striking off all dependence,”’ 
Vergennes. 

These keen-witted Frenchmen, with a pene- 
tration far beyond the ablest statesmen of Eng- 


said 


land, saw, as they believed, and time has con- 
firmed, that in the humiliation and dismember- 
ment of the territory of France, especially the 
transfer to England of Canada, they had laid the 
mine which some day would destroy the British 
colonial system, and probably eventuate in the 
The in- 


tellect of France was keeping step with the spirit 


independence of the American colonies. 


of the age; it had been exeluded of course from 


the nation’s councils, but saw what its feeble 
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government neither could see nor prevent, that the 
distant wilderness possessed a far greater impor- 
tance on the world’s new map than was given it 
by the gold and gems it was supposed to contain; 
and that the change of allegiance of the colonies 
was the great step in the human mind, as it was 
slowly emerging from the gloom and darkness of 
the middle ages. Thus it was that the mere Terri- 
tory of Louisiana, before it was peopled by civilized 
man, was playing its important part in the world’s 
greatest of all dramas. 

The first official act of our government, after 
the purchase of Louisiana, was an act of Congress, 
March 26, 1SO4, dividing Louisiana into two dis- 
tricts, and attaching the whole to Indiana Terri- 
tory, under the government of Wilham Henry 
Harrison. The division in Lonisiana was by a line 
on the thirty-third parallel; the south was named 
the District of Orleans; that north of it was named 
the District of Louisiana. This is now the south 
line of the State of Arkansas. 

In 1805 the District of Louisiana was erected in- 
to the Territory of Louisiana. It was however a terri- 
tory of the second class and remained under the goy- 
ernient and control of Indiana Territory until 1812. 

By act of June 4, 1812, the name of Louisiana 
Territory was changed and became the Missouri 
Territory, being made a territory of the first class, 
and given a territorial government. Capt. William 
Clark, of the famous Lewis and Clark, explorers of 
the northwest, was appointed governor, remaining 
as such until 1819, when Arkansas Territory was 


-eut off from Missouri. 


The act of 1812, changing the District of 
Louisiana to Missouri: Territory, provided for a 
Territorial legislature consisting of nine members, 
and empowered the governor to lay off tbat 
part where the Indian title had been extinguished 
into thirteen counties. The of 
Madrid, as then formed, extended into the Arkan- 


county New 
sas territorial limits, ‘‘down to the Mississippi to 
a point directly east of the mouth of Little Red 
River; thence to the mouth of Red River; thence 
up the Red River to the Osage purchase,”’ 
In other words it did not embrace the whole of 


ete. 


what is now Arkansas. 
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13, 1813, the County of Arkansas, 
Missouri Territory, was formed, and the county 


December 


seat was fixed at Arkansas Post.* 

Besides Arkansas County, Lawrence County 
was formed January 1d, 1810, and Clark, Hemp- 
stead and Pulaski Counties, December 15, 1818. 

Missouri neglected it seems to provide a judi- 





cial district for her five southern or Arkansas 
Therefore Congress, in 1814, authorized 
the President to appoint an additional judge for 
Missouri Territory, ‘‘who should hold office four 
years and reside in or near the village of Arkan- 


counties. 


sas,’’— across the river from Arkansas Post. 
March 2, 1819, Congress created the Territory 
of Arkansas out of the Missouri Territory. It was 
only a territory of the second class, and the ma- 
chinery of government consisted of the goyernor 
and three judges, who constituted the executive, 
judicial and legislative departments, their offi- 
cial acts requiring the consent of Congress. Pres- 
ident Monroe appointed James Miller, governor: 
Robert Crittenden, Charles Jouett, 
Andrew Scott and Robert P. Letcher, judges of the 
superior court. 


secretary ; 


The act designated Arkansas Post 
In the ab- 
sence of the Governor, Robert Crittenden, ‘* act- 
ing governor,’’ convened the first session of the 
The 
act continued the new territory under the laws of 


as the temporary seat of government. 


provisional government on August 3, 1819. 
Missouri Territory. The five counties designated 
above as formed prior to the division of Arkansas, 
had been represented in the Missouri Territorial 
legislature. Elijah Kelly, of Clark County, wasa_ | 
representative, and he rode on horseback from his | 
home to St. Louis. The session was probably not | 
a week in length, and the pay and mileage little 
or nothing. | 
This first Territorial legislature appointed a 
treasurer and auditor, provided a tax for general 
purposes, and divided the tive counties into two 
First, Arkansas and Lawrence 
Counties ; Second, Palaski, Clark and Hempstead 
Counties. | 





*During the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
something of the same municipal division was made, and 
called ‘Arkansas  Parish,’’ the name being derived 
from an old Indian town called Arkansea. | 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 37 | 
April 21, 1520, Congress passed an act per- extinguished. These parties resorted to the expe- 
' fecting the Territorial organization, and applying | dient of locating upon the land **New Madrid |} 
{ the same provisions to Arkansas that were contained | floats,’’ or claims, uuder the act of February 17, | 
: in the act creating Missouri into a Territory of the | 1815, which authorized any one whose land had 
i first class. been ‘‘ materially injured’’ by the earthquake of | 
The first legislative body elected in Arkansas | 1811 to locate the like quantity of land on any of | 
4 convened at Arkansas Post, February 7 to 24, 1820. | the public lands open for sale. Several hundred | 
In the council were: President, Edward McDonald; ; acres were entered under these claims as the fut- 
secretary, Richard Searey; members, Arkansas | ure town site. The county seat of Pulaski County 
County, Sylvanus Phillips; Clark County, Jacob | was, contrary to the expectation of the Little Rock 
Barkman; Hempstead County, David Clark; | syndicate, located at Cadron, near the mouth of 
Lawrence County, Edward McDonald; Pulaski | Cadron Creek, where it enters the Arkansas River. 
County, John McElmurry. In the house of rep- | On the 15th day of October, 1820, the Terri- 
| resentatives: Speaker, Joseph Hardin (William | torial seat of government was removed from the 
Stephenson was first elected, served one day and | Post of Arkansas to the Little Rock, the act to 
resigned, on account of indisposition); J. Cham- | take effect June 1, 1821. The next Territorial , 
berlain, clerk; members, Arkansas County, W. B. | legislature convened in Little Rock, October 1 to 
R. Horner, W. O. Allen; Clark, Thomas Fish; 24,1821. The council consisted of Sam C. Roane, 
| Hempstead, J. English, W. Stevenson; Lawrence, | president, and Richard Searcy, secretary. In the 
Joseph Hardin, Joab Hardin; Pulaski, Radford house William Trimble was speaker, and A. H. | 
Ellis, T. H. Tindall. This body later adjourned to | Sevier, clerk. | 
meet October following, continuing in session until | The third legislature met October 6 to 31, — 
the 25th. 1823. Sam C. Roane was president of the coun- 
At this adjourned session the question of the | cil, and Thomas W. Newton, secretary; while T. 
removal of the Territorial seat of government from | Farrelly was speaker, and D. E. McKinney, clerk 
| Arkansas Post to ‘‘the Little Rock,’’ came up on of the house. 
| amemorial signed by Amos Wheeler and others. The fourth legislature was held October 3 to 
‘“‘The Little Rock’’ was in contradistinction to | November 3, 1825. Of the council, the president 
‘*the Rocks,’’ as were known the beautiful bluffs, was Jacob Barkman; secretary, Thomas W. New- 
over 200 feet high, a little above and across the ton. Of the honse, Robert Bean was speaker; 
river from ‘the Little Rock.’’ In 1820 Gov. | David Barber, clerk. 
Miller visited the Little Rock—Petit Rocher— The fifth Territorial legislature was held October 
with a view to selecting a new seat of government. 1 to 31, 1527, and a special session held October 
The point designated was the northeast corner of | 6 to October 28, 1828; E. T. Clark served as presi- 
the Quapaw west line and Arkansas River. Im- dent of the council, and John Clark, secretary; 
mediately upon the formation of the Territory, J. Wilson was speaker of the house, and Daniel 
prominent parties began to look out for a more | Ringo, clerk. 
| central location for a capital higher up the river, | In the sixth legislature, Charles Caldwell was 
| and it was soon a general understanding that the | president of the council, and John Caldwell, secre- 
| seat of government and the county seat of Pulaski tary; John Wilson was speaker of the house, and 
| County, the then adjoining county above Arkansas , Daniel Ringo, clerk. 
| County on the river, would be located at the same The seventh legislature held October 3 to 
place. A syndicate was formed and Little Rock | November 7, 1881, had Charles Caldwell as presi- 
| Bluff was pushed for this double honor. The | dent of the council, and Absalom Fowler, secre- 
j government had not yet opened the land to pub- tary; William Trimble was speaker of the house, L 





lic entry, as the title of the Quapaws had just been and G. W. Ferebee, secretary. 
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In the eighth legislature, October 7 to Noven- 
ber 16, 1833, John Williamson was president of the 
council and William F. Yeomans, secretary; John 
Wilson was speaker of the house, and James B. 
Keatts, clerk. 

The ninth legislature met October 5 to Novem- 
ber 16, 1835. The president of the senate was 
Charles Caldwell; secretary, 8S. 'T. Sanders. John 
Wilson was speaker of the house and L. B. Tully, 
clerk. 

This was the last of the Territorial assemblies. 
James Miller was succeeded as governor by George 
Izard, March 4, 1825, and Izard by John Pope, 
William Fulton followed Pope 
March 9, 1835, and held the office until Arkansas 
became a State. 

Robert Crittenden of State 
(nearly all of Miller’s term ‘‘ acting governor’’), 


was secretary 
appointed March 3, 1819, and was succeeded in 
office by William Fulton, April 8, 1829; Fulton 
was succeeded by Lewis Randolph, February 23, 
1835. 

George W. Scott was appointed Territorial 
auditor August 5, 1819, and was succeeded by 
Richard C. Byrd, November 20, 1829; Byrd was 
followed by Emzy Wilson, November 5, 1831; and 
the latter by William Pelham, November 12, 1833, 
his successor being Elias N. Conway, July 25,1835. 

James Scull, appointed treasurer August 5, 
1819, was succeeded by 8. M. Rutherford, Novem- 
ber 12, 1833, who continued in office until the 
State was formed. 

The counties in 1825 had been increased in num- 
ber to thirteen: Arkansas, Clark, Conway, Chicot, 
Crawford, Crittenden, Lawrence, Miller, Hemp- 
stead, Independence, Pulaski, Izard and Phillips. 
The territory was divided into four judicial cir- 
cuits, of which William Trimble, Benjamin John- 
son, Thomas P. Eskridge and James Woodson 
The 
delegates in Congress from Arkansas Territory were 
James W. Bates, 1820-23; Henry W. Conway, 
1823-29; Ambrose H. Sevier, 182!--36. 

Tho Territorial legislature, in common with all 


Bates were, in the order named, the judges. 


other legislatures of that day, passed somo laws 
which would have been much better not passed, and 











others that remained a dead letter on the books. 
Among other good laws which were never enforced 


was one against duelling. In 1825 Whigs and 
Democrats allowed party feelings to run high, and 


some bloody duels grew out of the heat of cam- 
paigus. 

Robert Crittenden and Henry W. Conway 
fought a duel October 29, 1827. At the first fire 
Conway fell mortally wounded and died a fortnight 
thereafter. 

December 4, 1837, John Wilson, who, it will 
be noticed, figured prominently in the preceding 
record of the Territorial assemblies, was expelled 
from the house of representatives, of which body 
he was speaker, for killing J. J. Anthony. 

A constitutional convention, for the purpose of 
arranging for the Territory to become a State in the 
Union. was held in Little Rock, in January, 18386. 
Its duty was to prepare a suitable constitution and 
submit it to Congress, and, if unobjectionable, to 
have an act passed creating the State of Arkan- 
sas. John Wilson was president, and Charles P. 
Thirty- 


five counties were represented by fifty-two members. 


Bertrand, secretary, of the convention. 


June 15, 18386, Arkansas was made a State, 
and the preamble of the act recites that there was 
a population of 47,700. 

The first State legislature met September 12 to 
November 8, 1836, later adjourning to November 
6, 1837, and continued in session until Mareh 5. 
1838. The president of the senate was Sam C. 
Roane; secretary, A. J. Greer; the speaker of the 
house was John Wilson (he was expelled and 
Grandison D. Royston elected); clerk, S. H. Hemp- 


| stead. 


The second constitutional convention, held 
January 4 to January 23, 1864, had as president, 
John McCoy, and secretary, R. J. 1. White. This 
convention was called by virtue of President Lin- 
eoln’s proclamation. The polls had been opened 
chiefly at the Federal military posts, and the major- 
ity of delegates were really refugees from many of 
the counties they represented. It simply was an 
informal mecting of the Union men in response to 
the President's wish, and they mostly made their 


own credentials. The Federal army oecupied the 
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Arkansas River and points north, while the south 
portion of the State was held by the Confederates. 
It is said the convention on important legal ques- 
tions was largely influenced by Hon. T. D. W. 


Yonly, of Pulaski County. The convention prac- 


tically re-enacted the constitution of 1836, abolished | 


slavery, already a fact, and created the separate 
office of lieutenant-governor, instead of the former 
ex-officio president of the senate. 
of State government was thus once more in oper- 
ation. The convention wisely did its work and 
adjourned. 


The machinery 


The. next constitutional convention was held 
January 7 to February 18, 1868. Thomas M. 
Bowen was president, and John G. Price, secretary. 
The war was over and the Confederates had re- 
turned and were disposed to favor the constitution 
which they found the Unionists had adopted in 
their absence, and was then in full force in the 
State. Isaac Murphy (Federal) had been elected 
governor under the constitution of 1864, and all 
the State oftices were under contro] of the Union- 
ists. 
1863. 

This convention made sweeping changes in the 
fundamental laws. The most prominent were the 
disfranchisement of a large majority of the white 
voters of the State, enfranchising the negroes, and 


His term as governor would expire in July, 


providing for a complex and plastic system of reg- 
istration. This movement, and its severe character 
throughout, were a part of the reconstruction 
measures emanating from Congress. Arkansas 
was under military rule and the constitution of 
1864, and this condition of affairs, had been ac- 
cepted by the returned conquered Confederates. 
But the Unionists, who had fled to the Federal 


military posts for protection, were generally eager | 


to visit their vanquished enemies with the severest 
penalties of the law. A large part of the intel- 
ligence and tax-payers of the State were indis- 
criminately excluded from the polls, and uew vot- 
ers and new men came to the front. with grievances 
to be avenged and ambitions to be gratified. The 
unusual experiment of the reversal of the civic 
conditions of the ex-slaves with their former mas- 


ters was boldly undertaken. Impetuous men now 
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prevailed in the name of patriotism, the natural 
reflex swing of the pendulum—the anti-climax was 


| this convention of reconstruction to the convention 


of secession of 1861. The connection between 
these two conventions—1861—1S68—is so blended 
that the convention of ’61 is omitted in its chro- 
nological order, that the two may be set properly 
side by side. 

March 4, 1861, a State convention assembled 
in Little Rock. The election of delegates was 
on February 18, preceding. The convention met 
the day Abraham Lincoln was inducted into office 
as president of the United States. 
Arkansas were deeply concerned. 


The people of 
The conserva- 
tive minds of the State loved the Union as sin- 
cerely as they regretted the wanton assaults that 
had been made upon them by the extremists of the 
North. The that convention had 
been elected with a view to the consideration of 
those matters already visible in the dark war-clouds 
The test of the un- 
ion and disunion sentiment of that body was the 


members of 


lowering upon the country. 
election of president of the convention. Judge 
David Walker (Union) received forty votes against 
thirty-five votes for Judge B. C. Totten. Hon. 
Henry F. Thomasson introduced a series of con- 
servative resolutions, condemning disunion and 
looking to a convention of all the States to ‘‘ settle 
the slavery question ’’ and secure the perpetuation 
of the Union. The resolutions were passed, and 
the convention adjourned to meet again in May fol- 
lowing. 
of the State with great hopes for the future. But, 
most unfortunately, when the convention again 


This filled the wise and conservative men 


met war was already upon the country, and the 
ordinance of secession was passed, with but one 
negative vote. The few days between the adjourn- 
ment and re-assembling of the convention had rot 
made traitors of this majority that had so recent- 
ly,condemned disunion. The swift-moving events, 
everywhere producing consternation and alarm. 
called out determined men, and excitement ruled 
the hour. 

The conventions of IS61 and 1S868—seeession 


and reconstruction! When the long - gathering 


cloud-burst of civil war bad passed, it left a cen- 
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tury’s trail 
ruined lives, 
flowing the 


of broken hearts, desolated homes, 
and a stream of demoralization over- 
beautiful valleys of the land to the 
The innocent and unfortunate ne- 
gro was thestumbling-block at alltimes. The con- 
vention of 1861 would have founded an empire of 
freedom, buttressed in the slavery of the black man; 
the convention of 1S68 preferred to rear its great col- 
umn of liberty upon the ashes of the unfortunate 


mountain tops. 


past; in every era the wise, conservative and patriotic 
sentiment of the land was chained and bound to 
| the chariot-wheels of rejoicing emotion. Prudence 
and an intelligent insight into the future alone 
; could prevent men from ‘‘ losing their reason.” 

The constitution of 1868, as a whole, was not 
| devoid of merit. It opened the way for an age of 
internal improvements, and intended the establish- 
ment of a liberal public free school system, and at 
the same time provided safeguards to protect the 
public treasury and restrain reckless extravagance. 

Then the legislatures elected under it, the State 
officers, and the representatives in the upper and 
lower Congress, were in political accord with the 
Gen. Grant was 
president; - Powel! Clayton, governor; Robert J. L. 
White, secretary of State; J. R. Berry, auditor, 
and Henry Page, treasurer. 
under the constitution of 1868 passed most liberal 
laws to aid railroads and other internal improve- 
ments, and provided a system of revenue laws to 
meet the new order of affairs. During 1869 to 
1871 railroad aid and levee bonds to the amount of 
$10,419,773.74 were issued. The supreme court 
of the State in after years declared the railroad 
aid, levee and Halford bonds void, aggregating 
$8,604,773.74. Before his term of governor had 
expired, Gov. Clayton was elected United States 
senator (1871-77), and in 1873 Hon. Stephen W. 
Dorsey was elected to alike position. 

The climax and the end of’ reconstruction in 
Arkansas will always be an interesting paragraph 
in the State’s history. 
Brooks were the gubernatorial candidates at the 
election of 15872. 
Brooks was considered one of the most ardent of 
that party. Baxter was the nominee of the party 


dominant party of the country. 


The first legislature 





Elisha Baxter and Joseph 


Both were Republicans, and 








HISTORY , OF 


| crats than the regular ticket. 
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and on the same ticket with Grant, who was can- 
didate for president. Brooks was nominated on a 
mixed ticket, made up by disatfected Republicans, 
but on a more liberal platform toward the Demo- 
On the face of the 


first returns the Greeley electors and the Brooks 


ticket were in the majority, but when the votes 
were finally canvassed, such changes were made, 
from illegal voting or bulldozing it was claimed, 
Under 
the constitution of 1868, the legislature was de- 
clared the sole judge of the election of State officers. 
Brooks took his case before that body at its Jan- 
uary term, 1873—at which time Baxter was in. 
augurated—but the assembly decided that Baxter 
was elected, and, whether right or wrong, every 
one supposed the question permanently settled. 
Brooks however, 


as to elect the Grant and Baxter tickets. 





went before the supreme 
court (McClure being chief justice), that body 
promptly deciding that the legislature was by law 
the proper tribunal, and that as it had determined 
Bax- 
ter was inaugurated in January, 1873; had been 
declared elected by the proper authorities, and 
this had been contirmed by the legislature, the 
action of the latter being distinetly approved 
The adherents of Brooks 
had supposed that they were greatly wronged, 
but like all Those 
who had _ politically despised Brooks — perhaps 


the case its action was final and binding. 


by the supreme court. 


good citizens acquiesced, 
the majority of his voters—had learned to sym- 
pathize with what they believed were his and 
their mutual wrongs. Baxter had peacefully ad 
oftice more year, when 
Brooks went before Judge John Whytock, of the 
Pulaski cireuit court, and commenced quo warranto 


ministered the than a 


proceedings against Baxter. The governor's at- 
torneys filed a demurrer, and the case stood over. 
Wednesday, April 15, 1874, Judge Whytoek, in 
the absence of Baxter’s attorneys, overruled the de- 
murrer, giving judgment of ouster against Baxter, 
and instantly Brooks, with an officer, hastened to 
the State house, demanded the surrender of the 
Thus a stroke of the 
pen by a mere circuit court judge in bane plunged 


office, and arrested Baxter. 


the State into tumult. 
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Couriers sped over the city, and the flying news 
gave the people a genuine sensation. 
only Baxter but the State and the nation received 


Indeed, not 


a great surprise. 

As soon as Baxter was released, though only 
under arrest a few minutes, he fled to St. John’s 
College, in the city, and from this headquarters 
ealled for did Brooks 
State house, and alas, poor Arkansas! there were 


soldiers, as from the 
now again two doughty governors beating the 
long roll and swiftly forming in the ranks of war. 
Brooks converted the State house and grounds 
into a garrison, while Baxter made headquarters 
at the old Anthony Hotel, and the dead-line be- 
tween the armed foes was Main Street. Just in 
time to prevent mutual annihilation, though not 
in time to prevent bloodshed, some United States 
soldiers arrived and took up a position of armed 
neutrality between the foes. 

If there can be anything comical in a tragedy 
it is furnished just here in the fact that, in the 
twinkling of an eye, the adherents and voters of the 
two governors had changed places, and each was 
now fighting for the man whom he had opposed so 
And in all these swift changes the 
supreme court had shown the greatest agility. 
By some remarkable legerdemain, Brooks, who was 
intrenching himself, had had his case again placed 
before the supreme court, and it promptly reversed 
itself and decided that the circuit court had juris- 
diction. 


vehemently. 


with messages to President Grant and Congress. 
The whole State was in dire commotion with *‘ mus- 
The fre- 
quent popping of picket guns was in the land; a 
steamboat, laden with arms for Baxter, was at- 
tacked and several killed and many wounded. 


tering squadrons and clattering ecars.”’ 


Business was again utterly prostrated and horrors 
brooded over the unfortunate State; aud probably 
the most appalling feature of it all was that in the 
division in the ranks of the people the blacks, led 
the 


Congress sent 


by whites, were mostly on one side, while 
whites were arrayed on the other. 
the historical 
Arkansas affairs. 


Poland Committee to investigate 
President Grant submitted all 
legal questions to his attorney-general. 





The wires to Washington were kept hot’ | 


The President, at the end of thirty days after 


the forcible possession of the oflice, sustained Bax- 


The end of the 
max of reconstruction in Arkansas, 


ter—exit Brooks. war, the cli- 
had come. 
Peace entered as swiftly as had war a few days be- 
fore. The sincerity and intensity of the people’s 
happiness in this final ending are found in the fact 
that when law and order were restored no one was 
impeached, no one was imprisoned for treason. 
The report of the Poland Committee, 1574, 
the written opinion of Attorney-General Williams, 
the decision of the Arkansas supreme court by 
Judge Samuel W. Williams, found in Vol. XNIX of 
Arkansas Reports, page 173, and the retiring mes- 
sage of Governor Baxter, are the principal records 
of the literature and history of the reign of the 
The students of Jaw and history 
in coming time will turn inquiring eyes with 
curious interest upon these official pages. The 
in Arkansas will 


dual governors. 


memory of ‘‘the thirty days’’ 
live forever, propagating its lessons and bearing 
its warnings; the wise moderation and the spirit 
of forbearance of the people, in even their exult- 
ing hour of triumph, will be as beacon lights 
shining out upon the troubled waters, transmit- 


ting for all time the transcendent fact that in the 


hour of supreme trial the best intelligence of the 
people is wiser than their rulers, better law- 
givers than their statesmen, and incomparably 
superior to their courts. 

The moment that President Grant officially 
spoke, the reconstruction constitution of 1868 was 
doomed. 
mass and without leadership in 1873, and had 
repealed Article VIII of the constitution, disfran- 


True, the people had moved almost in 


chising a large part of the intelligent tax-payers 
of the State. 

The constitutional convention of 1874, with 
the above facts fresh before it, met and promul- 
G. D. Roy- 
ston was president, and T. W. Newton, secretary. 
The session lasted from July 14 to October 31, 
1S74. 


rolled away, and at once commenced the present 


gated the present State constitution. 


From the hour of its adoption the clouds 


unexampled prosperity of the State. 


Ouly here and 
there in Little Rock and other points in the State 
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may one see the mute but eloquent mementos of 
the past, in the dilapidated buildings, confiscated 
during the lifetime of some former owner, may- 
hap, some once eminent citizen, now in his grave 
or self-expatriated from a State which his life 
aad genius had adorned and helped make great. 
Municipalities and even small remote districts are 
paying off the last of heavy debts of the ‘‘ flush 
times.’’ Long suffering and much chastened State 
and people, forgetting the past, and full of hope for 
the future, are fitly bedecking (though among the 
youngest) the queenliest in the sisterhood of States. 

In this connection it will be of rauch interest to 


notice the names of those individuals, who, by: 


reason of their association with various public 
affairs, have become well and favorably known 
throughout the State. 
incumbent of the respective offices has been pre- 


served and 


Theterm of service of each 
is here given. ‘The following table 
includes the acting Territorial and Stute governors 
of Arkansas, 
itics, ete: 


with date of inauguration, party pol- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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[ae 3 a 
Hai E Og 
2 ® 5 
Territory | 2 | Date of ) a gs 
rida 3 Se 
and State. | S | Inauguration. = Po 
b fp Be 
s g oe 
iar = a 
James Miller...|App’vd March 8, 1819 
George Izard...; App’U'd! March 4, 1826 
John Pope.... |App td March 9, 1829 
Ww. Fulton....;App't’d March 9, 1835 
JS. COUWRLY..-. 1836 September 13,1836 4 yrs. Dem. 1,102M) 7,716 
Archibald Tell.) 1840] November 4, 18404 yrs. Dem. 
Samuel Adams.) Acting) Apr. 29 to Nov.9, 1844 
MES, Drew.i....- Is44) November 5, 18445 yrs. Dem. 1,731 P) 17,387 
J. Williamson..) Acting, Apr. 9 to May 7, 1846 
R. C, Byrd....... Acting Jan. 11 to Apr. 19, Is4y 
J.S. Roane...) 1849) April 19, 1849* Dem. 163] 6,809 
R. C. Byrd ...... | Acting) 1849 
J. R. Hampton) Acting} 1851 
E. N. Conway.. 1852) November 15, 14524 yrs. Dem. 27,857 
E. N. Conway.. 1854) November 17, 18564 yrs. Dem, 12,363) 42\Sbt 
H. M. Rector... 1860, November 15, 18602 yrs. I. D.; : 61,198 
T. Fletcher......| Acting} Nov. 4 to Nov. 15, 1862 Con. (no releord) 
H. Flannagin..| Isb2) November 15, 18623 yrs. Con.) 10,012) 26,266 
I. Murphy....... | 1864 April 18, 1864 Fed. (no re cord) 
P. Clayton....... 1368) July 2, 1868-4 yrs. Rep. (no record) 
O. A. Hadley ...; Actiny, January 17, 18712 yrs. Rep. (no record) 
E, Baxter....... 1872} January 6, 18732 yrs. Rep.) 80,721 
A.H. Garland.| 1874) = November 12, (8742 yrs. Dem. : 
W.R, Miller...) 1876) January 11, 1877.2 yrs. Dem. 5!108,633. | 
W.R. Miller....| 1878) January 17,1879 2 yrs. Dem. | 
T. J. Churchill 1830) January 13, 18812 yrs. Dem.,)i 115.619 | 
J.H. Berry... 1882| January 13, 18832 yrs. Dem, 28 147,169 
B. T, Embry...| Acting) Sep. 25 to Sep, 30, 188: | 
S. P. Hughes.../ ISS4! January 17, 18852 yrs. 156,310 | 
J.W. Stayton.) Acting! | | 
S. P. Elughes... 186 2 yrs. Dem. 163,889 | 
D, E. Barker...) Acting} | 
J.P. Eagle...... ASE 2 yrs. Dem bane 
| | 





* Special election. 





The secretaries of Arkansas Territory have been: 
Robert Crittenden, appointed Mareh 8, 1519; 
William Fulton, appointed April 8, 1829; Lewis 
Randolph, appointed February 23, 1835. 

Secretaries of State: tobert A. Watkins, 
September 10, 1836, to November 12, 1840; D. 
B. Greer, November 12, 1840, to May 9, 1842; 
John Winfrey, acting, May 9, to August 9, 1542: 
D. B. Greer, August 19, 1840, to September 3, 
1859 (died); Alexander Boiieau, September 3, 1529, 
to January 21, 1860; 5. M. Weaver, January 71, 
1860, to March 20, 1860; John I. Stirman, March 
24, 1860, to November 138, 1862; O. H. Oates, 
November 13, 1862, to April 18, 1864; 
T. White, Provisional, from January 24, to January 
6, 1873; J. M. Johnson, January 6, 1873, to No- 
vember 12, 1874; B. B. Beavers, November i2, 
1874, to January 17,5879; Jacob Frolich, January 
17, 1879, to January, 1885; E..B. Moore, January, 
1885, to January, 1889; B. B. Chism (present in- 
cumbent). 

Territorial auditors of Arkansas: George W. 
Scott, August 5, 1819, to November 20, 1529; 
Richard C. Byrd, November 20, 1829, to Novem- 
ber 5, 1831; Emzy Wilson, November 5, 1831. to 
November 12, 1833; William Pelham, November 
12, 1833, to July 25, 1835; Elias N. Conway, 
July 25, 1835, to October 1, 1836. 

Auditors of State: Hlas N. Conway, October 
1, 1836, to May 17, 1841; A. Boileau, May 17. 
1841; to July 5, 1841 (acting); Elias N. Conway, 
July 5, 1841, to January 3, 1849; C. C. Danley, 
January 3, 1849, to September 16, 185-4 (resigned): 
W. R. Miller, September 16, 1S54, to January 23, 
1855; A. S. Huey, January 23, 1855, to January 
23, 1857; W. R. Miller, January 23, 1857, to Mareh 
5, 1860; H. C. Lowe, March 5, 1860, to January 24, 
1861 (acting); W. R. Miller, Jannary 24, 1861, to 
April 18, 1864; J. R. Berry, April 18, 1864, to Oc- 
tober 15, 1866; Stephen Wheeler, January 6, 1873, 
to November 12, 1874; W. R. Miller, Oetober 15. 
1866, to July 2, 1868; John Crawford, January 
11, 1877, to January 17, 1883; A. W. Files, Jan- 
uary, 1883, to January, 1857; William R. Miller 
{died in office), January, 1S87, to November, 1SS7; 
W.S. Dunlop, appointed November 30, 1SS7. to 


Robert J. 
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(present incumbent). 

Territorial treasurers: James Scull, August 15, 
1819, to November 12, 1833; S. M. Rutherford, 
November 12, 1833, to October 1, 1836. 

State treasurers: W. KE. Woodruff, October 1, 
1836, to November 20, 1838; John Hutt, November 
20, 1838, to February 2, 1843; John C. Martin, 


Adams, January 4, 1845, to January 2, 1849; Will- 


John H. Crease, January 10, 1849, to January 26, 
1855; A. H. Rutherford, January 27, 1855, to Feb- 


February 2, 1859; John Quindley, February 2, 1859, 
to December 13, 1860 (died); Jared C. Martin, 
December 13, 1860, to February 2, 1861; Oliver 


1867 (removed by military); Henry Page, August 
19, 1867 (military appointment), elected 1868 to 
1874 (resigned); R. C. Newton, May 23, 1874, to 
November 12, 1874; T. J. Churchill, November 
12, 1874, to January 12, 1881; W. E. Woodruff, 
Jr., January 12, 1881, to January, 1891. 
Attorneys-general: 
George C. Watkins, October 1, 1848; J. J. Critten- 


den, February 7, 1851; Thomas Johnson, Septem- | 


ber 8, 1856; J. L. Hollowell, September 8, 1858; 
P. Jordon, September 7, 1861; Sam W. Williams, 
1862; C. T. Jordan, 1864; R. S. Gantt, January 
31, 1865; R. H. Deadman, October 15, 1866; J. BR. 
Montgomery, July 21, 1868; T. D. W. Yonley, Jan- 
uary 8, 1873; J. L. Witherspoon, May 22, 1874; 
Simon P. Hughes, November 12, 1873, to 1876; W. 
F. Henderson, January 11, 1877, to 1881; C. B. 
Moore, January 12, 1881, to 1885; D. W. Jones, 
January, t88d, to 1S89; W. E. Atkinson, January, 
1889 (present incumbent). 

Commissioners of immigration and of State 
lands: J. M. Lewis, July 2, 1868; W. H. Grey, 
October 15, 1872; J. N. Smithee, June 5, 1874. 


These officers were succeeded by the commis- 
sioner of State lands, the first to occupy this position | 


being J. N. Smithee, from November 12, 1874, to 
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January, 1889; W. S. Dunlop, January, 1889 | 


February 2, 1843, to Jannary 4, 1845; Samuel 
y ) 


iam Adams, January 2, 1849, to January 10, 1849: | 


ruary 2, 1857; J. H. Crease, February 2, 1857, to | 


Basham, February 2, 1861, to April 18, 1864; E. | 
D. Ayers, April 18, 1864, to October 15, 1866; L. 
B. Cunningham, October 15, 1866, to August 19, | 


Robert W. Jobnson, 1843; | 


ARKANSAS. 





November 18, 1878; D. W. Lear, October 21, 1878, 
| to November, 1882; W. P. Campbell, October 30, 
| 1882, to March, 1884; P.M. Cobbs, March 31, 
| 1884, to October 80, 1890. 

Superintendents of public instruction: Thomas 
Smith, 1868 to 1873; J. C. Corbin, July 6, 1873; 
G. W. Hill, December 18, 1875, to October, 1878; 
J. L. Denton, October 18, 1875, to October 11, 
1882; Dunbar H. Pope, October 11 to 30, 1882; 
W. E. Thompson, October 20, 1882, to 1890. 

Of the present State officers and members of 

boards, the executive department is first worthy of 
| attention. This is as follows: 
Governor, J. P. Eagle; secretary of State, B. 
|B. Chism; treasurer, William E. Woodrutf, Jr.; 
, attorney-general, W. E. Atkinson; commissioner 
| of State lands, Paul M. Cobbs; superintendent 
public instruction, W. E. Thompson; State geolo- 
gist, John C. Brauner. 





Board of election canvassers: Gov. J. P. Eagle, 
See. B. B. Chism. 

Board of commissioners of the common school 
fund: Gov. J. P. Eagle, Sec. B. B. Chism, Supt. 
W. E. Thompson. 

State debt board: Gov. J. P. Eagle; Aud. W. 

S. Dunlop, and Sec. B. B. Chism. 


The Goy- 
ernor; the attorney-general, W. E. Atkinson, and 
the secretary of State. 


Penitentiary board—commissioners: 


Lessee of penitentiary: The Arkansas Indus- 
trial Company. 

Printing board: The Governor, president; W. 
S. Dunlop, auditor, and W. E. Woodruff, Jr., 
treasurer. 

Board of railroad commissioners (to assess and 
equalize the railroad property and valuation within 
the State): The Governor, secretary of State and 
State auditor. 

Board of Trustees of Arkansas Medical College: 
J. A. Dibrell, M. D., William Thompson, M. D., 
William Lawrence, M. D. 

The Arkansas State University, at Fayetteville, 
| has as its board of trustees: W. M. Fishback, Fort 
Smith; James Mitchell, Little Rock; W. B. 
Welch, Fayetteville; C. M. Taylor, South Bend; 
|B. F. Avery, Camden; J. W. Kessee, Latour; Gov. 
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Eagle, ex-officio; E. H. Murfree, president, A. I. 
U.; J. L. Cravens, secretary. 

Of tke Pine Bluff Normal, the president is J. 
Corbin, Pine Blutf; the board is the same as that 
of the State University. 

Board of dental surgery: 
Dr. H. C. Howard, Dr. M. C. Marshall, Dr. L. G. 
Roberts, and Dr. N. N. Hayes. 

State board of health: Drs. A. LL. Brey- 
Gibson, W. A. Cantrell, V. Brunson. 

Board of municipal corporations:  L.a-officio — 
The Governor, secretary of State and State auditor. 

Board of education: The Governor, secretary 
of State and auditor. 

Board of review for donation contests: The 
Governor, auditor of State and attorney-general. 

Board of examiners of State script: The Gov- 
ernor, secretary of State and auditor. 

Reference to the presidential vote of Arkansas. 
from the year 1836 up to and including the elec- 
tion of 1888, will serve to show in a general way 
the political complexion of the State during that 
period. The elections have resulted as follows:* 
_ 1836—Van Buren (D), 2,400; Harrison (W), 
1,162; total 3,638. 

1840-—-Harrison (W), 5,160; Van Buren (D), 
6,049; Birney (A), 889; total 11,209. 

1844- Polk (D), 8,546; Clay (W), 5,04; 
total 15,050. ; 

1848—Taylor (W), 7,588; Cass (D), 9,300; 
total 16,888. 








* Scattering votes not given. 


Dr. L. Augspath, | 


sacher, J. A. Dibrell, P. Van Patten, Lorenzo R. | 
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1852— Pierce 
total 19,577. 

1856 —Buchanan (D), 21,910; Fillmore, 10,787; 
total 82.697. 


(D), 12,170; Scott, 7,404; 


1860— Douglas (D), 5,227; Breckenridge, 
28,532; Bell, 20,297. 

1864—No vote. 

1868—Grant (R), 22,112; Seymour, 19,078 
total 41,190. | 

1872—Grant (R), 41,377; Greeley, 37,927; 


total 79,300. 
1876--Tilden (D), 
total 97,029. 


58,860; Hayes (R), 38.669; 


1880—Garfield (R), 42,485; Hancock (D), 
60,475; total, 107,290. 
1884—Cleveland (D), 72,927; Blaine, 50,895; 


total, 125,669. 
1SSS—Harrison (R), 58,752; 
$8,962; Fisk, 593; total, 155,968. 
In accepting the vote of Arkansas, 1876, objec- 
SOM Tst, 
because the official returns of the election in said 


Cleveland (D), 


tion was made to counting it. as follows: 


State, made according to the laws of said State. 
show that the persons certified to the secretary 
of said State 


as elected, were not elected as 
electors for President of the United States at 
the election held November 5, 1876; and, see- 


ond, because the returns as read by the tellers 
The objec- 
tion was sustained by the Senate but not sus- 
tained by the House of Representatives.’’ 


are not certified according to law. 
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ADVANCEMENT OF THE STATE—MISCONCEPTIONS REMOVED—EFFECTS OF SLAVERY UPON AGRICULTURE-- 
EXTRAORDINARY IMPROVEMENT SINCE THE WAR—IMPORTANT SUGGESTIONS —COMPARATIVE 
ESTIMATE OF PRODUCTS—GROWTH OF THE MANUFACTURING JINTERESTS— 

WONDERFUL SHOWING OF ARKANSAS—ITS DESIRABILITY AS A 
PLACE OF RESIDENCE—STATE ELEVATIONS. 


Look forward what’s to come, and back what’s past; 
Thy life will be with praise and prudence graced; 
What loss or gain may follow thou may’st guess, 
Then wilt thou be secure of the success.— Denham 


aoe 
22 eseain EFORE entering directly up- | The loss in waste, or ill directed labor, in work 
TZ on the subject of the mate- | carelessly done, or the want of preparation, tools 
riallifeand growth of Arkan- | or machinery, or any manner of real thrift, gave 
sas, it is necessary to clear | little or no concern to the average agriculturist. 
away at the threshold some | For personal comfort and large returns upon invest- 
of the obstructions that have | ments that required little or no personal attention, 
lain in its pathway. From | no section of the world ever surpassed the United 
the earliest settlement slav- | States south of the 36° of north latitude. Wealth 
ery existed, and the nergo | of individuals was rated therefore by the number 






slave was brought with the | of slaves one possessed. Twenty hands in the cot- 
first agricultural communities. Slave | ton field, under even an indifferent overseer, with 
labor was profitable in but two things | no watchful care of the master, none of that saving 
—cotton and sugar. Arkansas was | frugality in the farming so imperative elsewhere 
north of the sugar cane belt, but was a | upon farms, returned every year an income which 





splendid field for cotton growing. Slave | would enable the family to spend their lives travy- 
labor and white labor upon the farms | eling and sight-seeing over the world. The rich 
were never congenial associates. These | soil required no care in its tilling from the owner. 
things fixed rigidly the one road inthe | It is the first and strongest principle in human na- 
agricultural progress of the State. | ture to seek its desires through the least exertion. 
What was therefore the very richness | To raise cotton, ship to market and dispose of it, 
of heaven’s bounties, became an incubus upon the | purchasing whatever was wanted, was the inevi- 
general welfare. The fertile soil returned a rich | table result of such conditions. This was by far the 
reward even with the slovenly applied energies of | easiest mode, and hence manufactures, diversity of 





the slaves. A man could pay perhaps 31,000 for | farming or farming pursuits, were not an impera- 
a slave, and in the cotton field, but really nowhere | tive necessity—indeed, they were not felt to be ne- 
else, the investment would yield an enormous protit. | cessities at all. The evil, the blight of slavery 
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upon the whites, was well understood by the intel- 
ligence of the South, by even those who had learned 
to believe that white labor could not and never 
would be profitable in this latitude; that—most 
strange! the white man who labored at manual 
labor, must be in the severe climate and upon the 
stubborn New England soil. It was simply effect 
following cause which made these people send off 
their children to school, and to buy their every want, 
both necessaries and luxuries—importing hay,corn, 
oats, bacon, mules, horses and cattle even from 
| Northern States, when every possible natural ad- 
vantage might be had in producing the same things 
at hovne. It was the easiest and cheapest way to do. 
In the matter of dollars and cents, the destroying 
of slavery was, to the farmers of the Upper Missis- 
sippi Valley, a permanent loss. Now the New South 








is beginning to send the products of its farms and 
gardens even to Illinois. The war, the abolition 
of slavery, the return of the Confederates to their 
desolated homes, and their invincible courage in 
rolling up their sleeves and going to work, and the 
results of their labors seen all over the South, form 
one of the grandest displays of the development of 
the latent forces of the great American people 
that can be found in history. 

There is not a thing 


DR? 


not even ice, but that, in 
the new social order of Arkansas, it can produce 
for its own use quite as well as the most favored 
of Northern States. The one obstruction in the 
way of the completed triumph of the State is the 
lingering idea among farmers that for the work of 
raising cotton, black labor is better than white. 
This fallacy is a companion of the old notion that 
slavery was necessary to the South. 
auspices these two articles of Arkansas—cotton 


Under proper 


and lumber—alone may make of it the most pros- 
perous State in the Union; and the magician’s 
wand to transform all this to gold is in securing the 
intelligent laborer of the North, far more than the 
Northern capital prayed for by somany. The North 
has its homeless millions, and the recent lessons 
in the opening of Oklahoma should be promptly 
For the 


next decade to mannfacture every pound of cotton 


appreciated by the people of this State. 


raised in the State, as well as husbanding and man- 














ufacturing all the lumber from these grand old for- 
ests, is to solve the questions in the race of State 
prosperity and general wealth among the people. 
When free labor supplanted slave labor what a won- 
derful advance it gave the whole section; when in- 
telligent skilled labor supplants ignorance and un- 
skilled labor, what a transcendent golden epoch 
will dawn. There is plenty of capital to-day in the 
State, if it was only put in proper co-operative 
form, to promote the establishment of manu- 
factories that would liberally reward the stock- 
holders, and make them and Arkansas the richest 
people inthe world. Such will attract hundreds of 
thousands of intelligent and capable wage workers 
from the North, from all over the world, as well as 
the nimble-witted farm labor in the gardens, the 
orchards, the fields aud the cotton plantations. This 
will bring and add to the present profits on a bale 
of cotton, the far richer dividend on stocks in fac- 
tories, banks, railroads and all that golden stream 
which is so much of modern increase in wealth. 
The people of Arkansas may just as well have this 
incalculable abundance as to not have it, and at the 
same time pay enormous premiums to others to come 
and reap the golden harvests. Competent labor- 
ers—skilled wage workers, the brawn and brain 
of the land—are telling of their unrest in strikes, 
lockouts, combinations and counter combinations; 
in short, in the conflict of labor and capital, they 
are appealing strongly to be allowed to come to 
Arkansas—not to enter the race against ignorant, 
incapable labor, but simply to find employment and 
homes, where in comfort and plenty they can rear 
themselves to 
Don’t fret and 
mope away your lives looking and longing for eapi- 


their families, and while enriching 
return profits a thousand fold. 


tal to enter and develop your boundless resources. 
Capital is a royal good thing, but remember it is 
even a better thing in your own pockets than in 
some other person's. Open the way for proper, 
useful labor to come and find employment ; each 
department, no matter Low small or humble the 
beginning, once started will grow rapidly, and the 
Only by the North 
taking the raw product of the South and putting it 


problem will have been solved, 


in the hands of skilled labor has their enormous 
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: er pone oe ’ | 
capital been secured. The profits on high priced woodland to the grandly beautiful mountain scen- | 
labor wili always far excel that on ignorant or cheap ery; and on the mountain benches, and at the base, 
workmen. The time is now when this kind of | are asrich and beautiful valleys as are kissed by the 
| labor and the small farmers and gardeners are rays of the ‘sun in his season’s round. Take the 
| awaiting a bidding to enter Arkansas. When the whole range of agricultural products of Ohio, Ind- 
| forlorn hope returned from the late war, they met iana, Ilinois and Kansas, and all can be prodnecd 
the stern necessity, and demonstrated the fact that quite as well in Arkansas as in any of these States. 
here, at least, the people can create their own capi- | In the face of this fact, for more than a genera. 
tal. Let them now anticipate the future by this | tion Arkansas raised scarcely any of the products 
heroic triumph of the past. The Gods help those | of these Northern communities, but imported such 
only who help themselves. | as it had to have. It could not spare itslands from | 
“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, | the eultivation of the more profitable erops of | 
but in ourselves.” | cotton. In a word, the truth is the State was bur- | 
To the Northern home-seeker the thing of first | dened with natural wealth—this and slave labor 
importance is to tell of the temperate climate at all | having cloeged the way and impeded its progress. 
seasons, aud its extraordinary healthfulness, cur- | With less labor, more cotton per acre and per hand, 
ing him of the false idea spread so wide that the | on an average, has been produced in Arkansas than 
topography of the State is seen from the decks in any other Southern State,and its quality has been 
of steamers, or on the lines of‘ railroad which are | such as to win the prize wherever it has been en- | 
built along the swamps and slashes, mostly on ac- tered in competition. Its reputation as a fruit- 
count of the easy grades on these lines. Then show | growing State is not excelled. Inthe New Orleans 
from the records the low rate of taxation and the | Exposition, in California, Ohio and everywhere en- 
provisions of the law by which high taxation is for- | tered, it has taken the premium over all competi- 
~ever prevented. From this preliminary may be | tors. Its annual rainfall exceeds that of any South- 
unfolded to him some of the wonderful natural re- | ern State, and it cannot, therefore, suffer seriously 
sources which are awaiting development. Here from drouths. Thereis not a spot upon the globe 
both tongue and pen will fall far short of telling all | which, if isolated from all outside of its limits, 
or nearly all. In climate, health, soil, timber, | could sustainin health and all the civilized comforts 
minerals, coal, rocks, clays, marls, sand, navigable | a population as large as might Arkansas. Fifty 
streams, mineral and fresh waters, Arkansas may thousand people annually come hither and are 
challenge any similar sized spot on the globe. It cured, and yet a general nebulous idea prevails | 
has more miles of navigable streams than any other | among many in the North that the health and chi- | 
State in the Union, and these are so placed as to mate of the State are not good. ‘The statistics of | 
give the whole territory the advantages thereof, as the United States Medical Department show the | 
though the engineers had located them. It has mortality rate at Little Rock to be less than at any 
unequaled water power—the Mammoth Spring | other occupied military post in the country. There | 
alone furnishing enough water power to propel all | is malaria in portions of the State, but considering | 
| the machinery west of the Mississippi River. The the vast bottom stretches of timber-land, and the 
| topography of the State is one of its most inviting newness of the country’s settlement, it isaremark- | 
| features. Its variety inthis respect isonly equaled able fact that there is less of this disease here | 
by the diversity of its soils. The traveler who in than in Pennsylvania; while all the severer diseases | 
| approaching this section concludes that it consists of the New England and Northern States, such as | 
chiefly of swamp bottoms, and water-covered | rheumatism, consumption, catarrh and blood poi- | 
7 slashes, may readily learn from the records that son, are always relieved and generally cured in | 
| J three-quarters of the State’s surface is uplands, Arkansas; malignant searlet fever and diphtheria | i 
| ranging from the gentle swells of prairie and  havenever yet appeared. That dreadful decimator, | 
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yellow fever, has only visited the eastern portion of 
the State, but in every case it was brought from 
abroad, and has never prevailed in this locality as an 
epidemic. Therefore, the largest factories, schools 
and universities in the world should be here. The 
densest population, the busiest haunts of men, will 
inevitably come where their rewards will be great- 
Five hun- 
dred inhabitants to the square mile will not put to 


est—the struggle for life less severe. 


the full test the limitless resources of this wonder- 
ful commonwealth. Ten months of summer with- 
out one torrid day, with invariable cool and re- 
freshing 
where a 
the year 
bills, expense in food, clothing and housing, are 
some of the inducements the State offers to the 
poor man. There are millions of acres of fertile 
lands that are offered almost without money and 
without price; land nearly any acre of which is 
worth more intrinsically than any other similar 


nights, and two months only of winter, 
man can work out of doors every day in 
in comfort, with less cost in physician’s 


There are 
5,000,000 aeres of government lands in the State, 
and 2,000,000 acres of State lands. The rainfall in 
1886 was 46.33; average mean temperature, 58.7”; 
highest, 97.8°; lowest, above zero, 7.6°. Of the 
33,500,000 acres in the State there are soils richer 
and deeper than the Nile; others that excel the 
alluvial corn belt of the Northern States; others 
that may successfully compete with the noted Cuba 
or James River, Virginia, tobacco red soil districts, 


sized body of land in the world. 


or the most noted vineyards of France or Italy. 
Here is the land of wine and silk, where side by side 
will grow the corn and the fig—the land overhung 
with the soft, blue skies, and decked with flowers, 
the air laden with the rich perfumes of the magno- 
lias, on the topmost pinnacle of whose branches the 
Southern mocking-bird by day and by night swells 
its throat with song— 





” 


“ Where all, save the spirit of man, is divine. 


The artificial and local causes which have ob- 
structed the State’s prosperity are now forever 
gone. There is yet the unsolved problem of the 
political negro, but this is in Illinois, Kansas and 


Ohio, exactly as it is in Arkansas. It is only the 
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conflict of labor and capital.’’ 


ARKANSAS. 





common problem to the Anglo-Saxon of the United 
States, which, in the future as in the past, after 
many mistakes and even great wrongs, he will for- 
Throw politics to the 
winds; only remember to profit by the mistakes of 


ever settle and for the best. 


the North in inviting immigration, and thereby 
avoid the ominous presence of anarchism, socialism, 
and those conditions of social life latent in ‘‘the 
These are some of 
the portentous problems now confronting the older 
States that are absent from Arkansas; they should 
be kept away, by the knowledge that such ugly 
conditions are the fanged whelps of the great 
brood of American demagogues—overdoses of 


| polities, washed down by too much universal vot- 


ing. It is of infinitely more importance to guard 


tax-receipts than the ballot boxes. When vice and 
ignorance vote their own destruction, there need be 
no one to compassionate their miseries, but always 
where taxes run high, people’s lberties run low. 
The best government governs the least—the freest 
government taxes the least. 

Offer premiums to the immigration of well- 
informed, expert labor, and small farmers, dairy- 
men, gardeners and horticulturists and small trad- 
Let the 7,000,000 acres of government and 
State lands be given in forty-acre tracts to the 
heads of families, who will come and occupy them. 


ers. 


Instead of millions of dollars in donations to great 
corporations and capitalists, give to that class which 
will create capital, develop the State, and enrich 
all the people. Uailroads and eapitalists will fol- 
low these as water runs down the hill. Arkansas 
needs railroads—ten thousand miles yet—it needs 
great factories, great cities, universities of learn- 
But its first 
greatest needs are small farmers, practical toil- 


ing and, forsooth, millionaires. and 
ers, skilled mechanics, and scattered all over the 
State beginnings in each of the various manufac- 
tures; the beginnings, in short, of that auspicious 
hour when it ceases to ship any of its raw mate- 
rials. It is a law of life, that, in a society where 
there are few millionaires, there are few paupers. 
Where the capital of a country is gathered in vast 
aggregations in the possession of a few, there the 
children ery for bread—the poor. constantly in- 
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crease, wages fall, employment too often fails, and 


the hoarse nutterings of parading mobs and bread 
riots take the places of the laughter and the songs 
of the laborers to and from the shops and the 
fields. 

The following from the government official re- 
ports of the growth and value of the manufactures 
of the State is to be understood as reaching only 
to 1880, when it had but commenced to emerge 
from the old into the new life: 
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_ Ideas of values are most easily reached by com. 
parisons. The following figures, taken from ofti- 
cial government reports, explain themselves: 





me : : 


Machinery Live Stock. Products. 


Value of 
| Farms. 














ATKAanSas....seceeeeeeee $ 20,472,425: $43,796,261! 





S$ 4.437,49 
Nebraska.. O41} 7,820,915) 33,440,265; 31,708,914 
Towa. 507,430,227| 29,371,884: 124,715,103, 36,103,073 
Kausas...... .| 235,178,631 9,734,634, 60,967,149) 52,240,561 
Minnesota.............eee | 193,724,260 13,089,783, 31,904,821 49,468,967 








The products are the profits on the capital in- 
vested. Words can add nothing to these figures 
in demonstrating the superiority of Arkansas as 
an agricultural State, except the explanation that 
Southern farming is yet more or less carried on 
under the baneful influences of the days of slavery, 
unintentional and the of 
watchful attention by the proprietor. 

Cotton grows finely in all parts of this com- 
monwealth and heretofore in two-thirds of its terri- 
tory it has been the main crop. 
bottoms the product per acre has reached as high 
as 2,000 pounds of seed cotton, while on the 


indifference absence 


uplands it runs from 600 to 1,000 pounds. 
census of 1880 shows that Arkansas produces more 
cotton per acre, and at less expense, than any of 
the so-called cotton States. 
was 608, 256 bales, grown on 1,042,970 acres. 


year Georgia raised 814,441 bales, on 2,617,158 
acres. The estimated cost per acre of raising cot- 
ton is $6... It will thus be seen that it cost 
$9,444,972 in Georgia to raise 256,185 more bales 
of cotton than Arkansas had grown—much more 


_ than double the land to produce less than one- 


fourth more cotton. Less than one-twentieth of 
the cotton land of the latter State has been brought 
under cultivation. 

The superiority of cotton here is attested by 
the fact that the greatest cotton thread manufact- 
urers in the world prefer the Arkansas cotton to 
any other in the market. The product has for 
years carried off the first prizes over the world’s 
competition. 

The extra census bulletin, 1880, gives the yield 
of corn, oats and wheat products in Arkansas for 
that year as follows: Corn, 24,156,517 bushels; 
oats, 2,219,824 bushels; wheat, 1,269,730 bushels. 
Remembering that this is considered almost ex- 
clusively a cotton State, these figures of the cereals 
will be a genuine surprise. 
by 40,000 bushels and nearly three times as much 
corn as were raised in all New England, aecording 
to the official figures for that year. 

Frow the United States agricultural reports are 
obtained these interesting statistics concerning the 


More wheat is grown 


money value of farm crops per acre: 





5 i 
Oats. |Potatoes. 








| 
| Corn. | Rye. Hay. 

Hin Gis.) i cctiway: |$ 6 77 3 6 64 § 6 46 $30 382 8 7 66 
Indianatese | 886 730° 592 3008 7 66 
Ohiol pax eunrdod...!: | 1152) 908 790 3448 985 
Kansas.....,.......],..6 44). 5 98 612) 87 40; 5 89 
Mirciniat sce. c| OS tO 1G od 43 50” 17 BO 
Tennessee.........) 7 91 Te82i VS T3428 08), 114495 
PATI E SASS onsts : ere ores | 11.51) 9 51; 11:07) 78 6d; 22 94 

The following is the average cash value per 


acre on all crops taken together: 




















In the fertile | Maine..............$13 51. | North Carolina......$10 79 | 
| New Hampshire.... 13.56 | South Carolina... 10 09 
Veron Te TMGOR “Georstiacc. cs... <2... 20) 35 
MASSACHUSCHIS Sh. woe COMM ee LOLI Seen smbae cman SOD. 1 
T) Rhodevislandy...... 29) 82) Alabama. cc.ccoce. 138 49. | 
The | Connecticut........ 1682 | Mississippi...) 1476 | 
New SNOrKnas nner let lo LLOWISINNOA cae ddecncsente, | 
New Jersey e. 3... TSU5) | Ariensass ccs, CO AU | 
Pennsylvania ...... Im OSrel TNennessees.. eke . 289 
In 1880 the vield | Delaware.......... 15 80 | West Virginia. . 12. 4 
ae Niaryland oo... mG ee INCMUUCIKN] oc cceerds 13.58 L 
That, | Virginia. snekable 10:91 Ohio, . ek 15 58 
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in the State has been extraordinary. 
ago its orchard products amounted to very little. 
By the census reports of 18S0, the total yield of 
fruit was S867, 426. 
the yield of Florida, with all the latter’s immense 
orange groves. 
been misunderstood, it is probably in reference 
to its fruits and berries that the greatest errors 
have long existed. 
peach regions of the North, it is found to be the gen- 
eral belief that Arkansas is too far south to pro- 
duce either, whereas the truth is that, especially 
in apples, it has no equal either in the United 
States or in the world. 
to public attention at the World’s Fair, at New 
Orleans, 1884-85, where the Arkansas exhibit was 
by far the finest ever made, and the State was 
awarded the first premium, receiving the World’s 
medal and a special notice by the awarding com- 
mittee. 


Society, in Boston, in September, 1887. 


growers of the globe. 
medal, which is only given by reason of extraor- 
dinary merit, and in addition to this was awarded 
the first premium for the largest and best collection 
of apples, consisting of 128 varicties. 


then shipped to Little Rock, and after being on | 
exhibition there twenty days, was re-packed and 
shipped to the National Horticultural meeting in 


oes 
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The advance of horticulture in the past decade 
Twenty years 


This was $100,000 more than 


As universally as has the State 


If one visits the apple and 


This fact was first brought 


Thus encouraged, the State was repre- 


sented at the meeting of the American Pomological 


Sixty- 


eight varieties of Arkansas seedling apples were in 
the exhibit, to contend with all the champion fruit 


The State won the Wilder 


The collection which won the Boston prizes was | 


California, which met at Riverside, February 7, | 
! 


1888. Arkansas again won the first prize, invad- 


ing the very home of Pomona, and bearing off the | 
first honors as it had in eastern and northern sec- 
tions of the Union. 


The ‘* Arkansas Shannon’”’ | 
is pronounced by competent judges to be the finest | 
apple now grown anywhere. | 











Strawberries are another late discovery of the 
resources of Arkansas. he yield and quality are 
very superior. So rapidly has the industry grown 
that, during the fruit season, the Iron Mountain 
road runs a special daily fruit train, leaving Little 
Rock late in the afternoon and reaching St. Louis 
early the next morning. This luscious product. of 
remarkable size, ripens about the first of April. 


Of all cultivated fruit the grape has held its 


place in poetry and song, in sacred and profane 
| “ io 


history, as the tirst. It finds in Arkansas the same 


conditions and climate of its native countries, 


between Persia and India. The fruit and its wine 
produced here are said by native and foreign 
experts to equal, if not surpass, the most famous of 
Italy or France. The vines are always healthy 
and the fruit perfect. The wild muscadine and 
scuppernong grow vines measuring thirty-eight 
and one-half inches around, many varieties fruit- 
ing here to perfection that are not on the open air 
lists at all further north. 

The nativity of the peach is the same as that 
of the grape, and it, too, therefore, takes as kindly 
to the soil here as does the vine. Such a thing as 
budded peach trees are of very recent date, and as 
a consequence the surprises of the orchardists in re- 
spect to this fruitare many. Some of the varieties 
ripen in May, and so far every kind of budded 
peaches brought from the North, both the tree and 
the fruit, have improved by the transplanting. 
The vigor of the trees seems to bafile the borers, 
In 


quality aud quantity the product is most encourag- 


and no curled leaves have yet been noticed. 


ing, and the next few years will see a marked 
advance in this industry. 

Tor fifty years after the settlement of the State 
peach seedlings were grown, and from these, as in 
the case of the apple, new and superior varieties 
have been started, noted for size, flavor, abundance 
and never failing crops. 

The Chiekasaw plum is so far the most sue- 
cessfully grown, and is the best. Itis a perfected 
fruit easily cultivated, and is free from the eureulio, 
while the trees are healthy and vigorous beyond 
other localities. 


In vegetables and fruits, except the trcepical 
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plants, Arkansas is the banner State. In the fruit 
and vegetable kingdom there is found in luxuriant 
growth everything in the long list from corn to the 
fig. 

The yield and quality of Arkansas tobacco is 
remarkable when it is remembered that this indus- 
try has received so little attention. Thirty years 
ago State Geologist Owen informed the people 
that he found here the same, if not better, tobacco 
soil, than the most favored districts of Cuba. The 
yield of tobacco, in ISSO, was 970,230 pounds. 
Yet so little attention or experiment has been given 
the subject that an experimental knowledge of the 
State’s resources in this respect cannot be claimed 
to have been gained. 

In 1880 the State produced: Barley, 1,952 
bushels; buckwheat, 548 bushels; rye, 22,387 
bushels; hay, 23,295 tons; Irish potatoes, 492,627 
bushels; sweet potatoes, 881,260 bushels. 

From the census reports of the same year are 
gleaned the followmg: Horses, total, 146,333; 
mules and asses, $7,082; working oxen, 25,444; 
roilch cows, 249,407; other eattle, 483,392; sheep, 
246,757; swine, 1,565,098; wool, 597,368 pounds; 
milk, 316,858 gallons; butter, 7,790,013 pounds; 
cheese, 26,310 pounds. All parts of the State are 
finely adapted to stock-raising. The excellence 
and abundance of pure water, the heavy growth of 
blue grass, the cane brakes and abundant mast, 
sustain the animals during most of the winter 
in marketable condition. In respect to all domes- 
tie animals here are presented the same conditions 
as in nearly every line of agriculture—-cheapness 
of growth and excellence of quality. 

The improvement in cattle has been retarded 
by the now conceded fact that the ‘‘ Texas fever’’ 
is asserted by some to be seated in the State. 
This affects Northern cattle wnen imported, while 
it has no effect on native animals. Except for this 
unfortunate reality there would be but little time 
lost in developing here the great dairy industry of 
the country. But good graded cattle are now 
being raised in every portion, and so rich is the 
locality in this regard that in stock, asin its fruits, 


eare and attention will produce new. varieties of 


unrivaled excellence. Arkansas isthe natural home 
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creasing in Arkansas, 


| intelligence of this age. 
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and breeding ground of animals, all growing to 
great perfection, with less care and the least cost. 
The total taxation in 
Illinois in 1880, assessed on real and personal 


Taxes here are not high. 


property, as per census reports, for State, county 


and all civil divisions less than counties, was 


$24,586,018; the same year in Arkansas the total 
tax was $1,839,090. 


in value in Illinois nearly as fast as they are in. 


Farm lands are decreasing 


The total taxation in the 
United States in 1SSO was the enormous sum of 
$312, 780, 721. 
their rural population is lessening. 
of this is the best for a State. 
to past 
from an 


Northern cities are growing, while 
The reverse 
The source of ruin 
nations and civilizations has all arisen 
Excessive 
This 
simple but great lesson should be instilled into the 
minds of all youths, erystallized into the briefest 


abuse of the taxing powers. 


taxation can only end in general ruin. 


maxim, and written over every threshold in the 
land; hung in the porches of every institution of 
learning; 


Dp) 


imprinted upon every plow handle and 
The 
State that has taxed its people to build a 325,- 
000,000 State house, has given deep shame to the 


emblazoned on the trees and jutting rocks. 


Taxes are the insidious 
destroyer of nations and all liberty, and it is only 
those freemen who jealously guard against this 
evil who will for any length of time maintain their 
independence, equality or manhood. 

The grade profile of the Memphis Route shows 
the elevations of the various cities and towns 
along that line to be as follows in feet, the datum 
plane being tide water of the Gulf of Mexico: 
Kansas City, 765; Rosedale, 825; Merriam, 900; 
Lenexa, 1,040; Olathe, 1,060; Bonita, 1,125: 
Ocheltree, 1,080; Spring Hill, 1,020; Hillsdale, 
900; Paola, S60; Pendleton, $55; Fontana, 925; 
La Cygne, 840; Barnard, 810; Pleasanton, 865: 
Miami, 910; Preseott, SSO; Fulton, S20: Ham- 
mond, 875; Fort Seott, 860; Clarksburg, SS5; 
Garland, 865; all in Tansas; Areadia, 820; 
Liberal, 875; Jantha, 990; Lamar, 1,000: Keno- 
ma, YSO; Golden City, 1,025; Loekwood, 1,065; 
South Greentield, 1,040; Everton, 1,000; Ash 
Grove, 1,020; Bois d’ Are, 1,250; Campbells, 1,290; 
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| 
| 
Nichols Junetion, 1,280; Springfield, 1,300; Tur- | Spring, Ark., 485; Afton, 410; Hardy, 870; Willi- 
ner, 1,210; Rogersville, 1,475; Fordland, 1,600; | ford, 330; Ravenden, 310; Imboden, 300; Black | 
Seymour, 1,680; Cedar Gap, 1,685; Mansfield, | Rock, 290;. Portia, 285; Hoxie, 295; Sedgewick, 
1,520; Norwood, 1,510; Mountain Grove, 1,525; 270; Bonnerville, 320; Jonesboro, 275; Nettieton, 
Cabool, 1,250; Sterling, 1,560; Willow Springs, 250; Big Bay Siding, 250; Hatchie Coon, 250; 
1,400; Burnham, 1,860; Olden, 1,280; West | Marked Tree, 250; Tvronza, 240; Gilmore, 225; 
Plains, 950; Brandsville, 1,000; Koshkonong, 970; | Clarketon, 240; Marion, 280; West Memphis, 200; 
Thayer, last point in Missouri, 575; Mammoth | Memphis, 280. 
0) ee SS ((())p = oe CH —- 
CHAPTER VI 
Beek yo J poh Yo cl Le 
+) 3: Ge 
POLITICS—IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT—THE TWo OLD SCHOOLS OF POLITICIANS—TRIUMPH OF THE | 
JACKSONIANS—EARLY PROMINENT STATE POLITICIANS—THE GREAT QUESTION OF SECESSION | 
—THE STATE VOTES TO JOIN THE CONFEDERACY—HORROR OF THE WAR PERIOD— 
THE RECONSTRUCTION DisTRESS—THE BAXTER-Brooks EMBROGLIO. 
i ce ae 
In knots they stand, or in a rank they walk, | 
Serious in aspect, earnest in their talk; 
Factious, and favouring this or t’other side, 
As their weak fancy or strong reason guide.— Dryden. | 
N one sense there is no | and therefore in all the early steps of formation | 
portion of the history of | Crittenden was the acting governor; and from the | 
Be) Arkansas more instructive | foree of character he possessed, and his superior | 
than its political history, | strength of mind, it is fair to conclude that he | 
( because in this is the key | dominated almost at will the Canly public affairs | 
pron) to the character of many | of Arkansas. | 
of its institutions, as well This was at the time of the beginning of the 
as strong indications of the trend of | political rivalry between Clay and Jackson, two of 
the public mind, and the characteris- | the most remarkable types of great political lead- 
_ ties of those men who shaped public | ers this country has produceed—Henry Clay, the 
affairs and controlled very largely in | superb; ‘‘Old Hickory,’’ the man of iron; the oue 
the State councils. as polished a gem as ever glittered in the political 
Immediately upon the formation | heavens—the other the great diamond in the 
of the Territorial government, the Presi- | rough, who was of the people, and who drew his 
dent of the United States sent to Ar- | followers with bands of steel. These opposites 
kansas Post Gov. James Miller, Robert | were destined to clash. It is well for the country 
Crittenden, secretary, and ©. Jouett, | that they did. | 
Robert bP. Letcher and Andrew Scott, judges, to Robert Crittenden was a brother of John J. | 
organize the new Territorial government. Goy. | Crittenden, of Kentucky, and by some who knew 
| Miller, it seems, gave little attention to his office, | him long and well he was deemed not only his 
ol == — se —— Jeeves = ors zs ne ee eee eee = = 
(ir as —— 
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brother’s peer, but in many respects his intellect- 
ual superior. 
born Whig, who, in Kentueky’s super-loyal fash- 
ion, had Clay for his idol, and, to put it mildly, 
Jackson to dislike. 

President Monroe had appointed the first Terri- 
torial officers, but the fact that Crittenden was 
secretary is evidence that politics then were not 


Jt goes without the saying, he was a 


running very high. Monroe was succeeded in 
1824 by John Quincey Adams. It would seem that 
in the early days in Arkansas, the Whigs stood 
upon the vantage grounds in many important 
respects. By the time Adams was inaugurated 
the war political to the death between Clay and 
Jackson had begun. But no man looked more care- 
fully after his own interests than Jackson. He 
had large property possessions just across the line 
in Tennessee, besides property in Arkansas. He 
induced, from his ranks in his own State, some 
The 
prize now was whether this should be a Whig 
or Democratic State. President Adams turned 
out Democratic officials and put in Whigs, and 
Robert Crittenden for a Jong time seemed to hold 
the State in his hand. 
leader over Clay is manifested in the struggles 
between the two in 


young men of promise to come to Arkansas. 


Jackson’s superiority as a 
Arkansas. Clay’s followers 
here were men after his fashion, as were Jackson’s 
men after his mold. Taking Robert Crittenden 
as the best type, he was but little inferior to Clay 
himself in his magnetic oratory and purity of prin- 
ciples and public life; while Jackson sent here 
the Seviers, Conways and Rectors. men of the 
people, but of matchless resolution and personal 
force of character. No two great commanders 
ever had more faithful or able lieutenants than 
were the respective champions of Old Hickory 
and Harry of the West, in the formative days of 
the State of Arkansas. The results were, like 
those thoughout the Union, that Jackson triumphed 
in the hard strife, and Arkansas entered the Union. 
by virtue of a bill introduced by James Buchanan. 
as a Jackson State, and has never wavered in its 
political integrity. 

As an evidence of the similarity of the con- 
tests and respective leaders of the two parties 








fusion and_ political chaos. 


here to those throughout the country, it is only 
necessary to point out that Crittenden drew to 
his following such men as Albert Pike, a genius 
of the loftiest and most versatile gifts the country 
has so far produced, while Jackson, ever supplying 
reinforcements to his captains, sent among others, 
as secretary of the Territory, Lewis Randolph, 
grandson of Thomas Jefferson, and whose wife 
was pretty Betty Martin, of the White House, a 
Randolph settled in Hemp- 
stead County when it was an unbroken wilder- 


niece of Jackson’s. 


ness, and his remains are now resting there in an 
unknown grave. 

Clay, it seems, could dispatch but little addi- 
tional force to his followers, even when he saw they 
were the hardest pressed by the triumphant enemy. 
There was not much by which one could draw 
comparisons between Clay and Jackson—unless 
it was their radical difference. As a great ora- 
tor, Clay has never been excelled, and he lived in 
a day when the open sesame to the world’s de- 
lights lay in the silver tongue; but Jackson was 
a hero, a great one, who inspired other born 
heroes to follow him even to the death. 

Arkansas was thus started permanently along 
the road of triumphant democracy, from which 
it never would have varied, except for the war 
times that brought to the whole country such con- 
Being a Jackson 
State, dominated by the blood of the first governor 
of Tennessee—Gen. John Sevier, a man little in- 


_ferior to Jackson himself—it was only the most 





eruel circumstance that could force the State into 
secession. When the convention met on the 4th 
of March, 1861, ‘‘on the state of the Union,’’ its 
voice was practically unanimous for the Union, 
and that body passed a series of as loyal resolu- 
tions as were ever penned, then adjourning to 
meet again in the May following. The conven- 
tion met May 6, but the war was upon the coun- 
try, and most of the Gulf States had seceded. 
Every one knew that war was inevitable: it was 
already going on, but very few realized its immen- 
sity. The convention did not rush hastily into 
secession. An ordinance of secession was intro- 
duced, and for days, and into the nights, run- 
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ning into the small hours, the matter was delib- 
erated upon—no preliminary test vote was forced 
to an issue. Delegates were present in anxious 
attendance from the Carolinas, 
Georgia. They knew that the fate of their action 
largely depended upon the attitude of Arkansas. 
If Arkansas voted no, then the whole secession 
The after- 
noon before the final vote, which was to take place 


Alabama and 


movement would receive a severe blow. 


in the evening, these commissioners from other 
States had made up their minds that Arkansas 
might possibly vote down secession. When the con- 
vention adjourned for supper, they held a hurried 
consultation, and freely expressed their anxiety 
at the outlook. 
cussion was closed, and the night session was 


It was understood that the dis- 


wholly for the purpose of taking a vote. All was 
uncertainty and intense excitement. Expressions 


of deepest attachment to the Union and the old 
flag were heard. 
of the secessionists in the body were cautious and 
deliberative. 
ment detestation of the abolitionists—a thing as 
natural then for a Southern man to despise as 
hatred is natural to a heated brain. 

At a late hour in the evening, amid the most 


The most fiery and vehement 


There was but little even of vehe- 


solemn silence of the crowded hall, an informal 
vote was taken. 
A suppressed applause followed the 
announcement of tbe vote. 
conference went on, and the effort was made to 
have the result unanimous. Now came the final 
When the name of Isaac Murphy, afterward 


secede, 
A hurried, whispered 


vote. 
the military governor, was reached, it was passed 
and the roll call continued. 
mous, with Mr. Murphy’s name still to eall. 
elerk called it. 
earnest and impressive manner in a few words ex- 
plained the dilemma he was in, but said, ‘I cannot 
violate my honest convictions of duty. 
SNosey 

When the day of reconstruction began, at first 
it was under the supervision of the military, and 
it is yet the greatest pity that Congress did not let 
the military alone to rehabilitate the States they had 
Isaac Murphy was made governor. 


It was so far unani- 
The 
Mr. Murphy arose and in an 


I vote 


conquered. 


All except six members voted to | 


He knew the 
people, and his two years of government were 
But he was 


No truer Union man lived than he, 


fast curing the wounds of war. 
turned out of office. 

The right to vote compels, if it is to be other 
than an evil, some correct and intelligent under- 
standing of the form of government prevailing in 


| the United States, and of the elementary prin- 








ciples of political economy. The ability to read 
and write, own property, go to Congress or edit a 
political paper, has nothing to do with it, no more 
than the color of the skin, eyes or hair of the voter. 
The act of voting itself is the sovereign act in the 
economic affairs of the State; but if the govern- 
ment under its existing form is to endure, the 
average voter must understand and appreciate the 
fundamental principles which, in the providence 
of God, have made the United States the admira- 
tion of the world. 

Arkansas, the Democratic State, was in political 
disquiet from 1861 to 1874-—the beginning of the 
When in the 
hands of Congress it was returned at every regular 
election as a Republican party State. The brief 
story of the political Moses who led it out of the 
wilderness is of itself a strange and interesting 


war and the end of reconstruction. 


commentary on self-government. 

When the war came there lived in Batesville 
Elisha Baxter, a young Jawyer who had _ been 
breasting only financial misfortunes all his life. 
Utterly failing as a farmer and merchant, he had 
been driven to study law and enter the practice 
An honest, kind-hearted, good 
man, loving his neighbor as himself, but a patriot 
every inch of him, and loving the Union above all 


to make a living. 


else, his heart was deeply grieved when he saw 
He 
could not be a disunionist, no more than he could 
turn upon his neighbors, friends and fellow-citi- 
zeus of 


his adopted State had declared for secession. 


Arkansas. He determined to wash his 


hands of it all and remain quietly at home. Like 
all others he knew nothing of civil war. His 


neighbors soon drove him from his home and 
family, and, to save his life, he went to the North- 
He 


welcomed and offered a commission in the Federal 


ern army, then in Southern Missouri. was 
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army and an opportunity to retarn to his State. 
He declined the offer; he could not turn and shed 
the blood of his old neighbors and former friends. 


In the vicissitudes of war this non-combatant was 
captured by an Arkansas command, paroled and 


ordered to report to the military authorities at Lit- 
tle Rock. 
thrown into a military prison and promptly indicted 


He made his way thither, and was 





r high treason. en only he bega nder- 
for high trea Then only he began to und 





stand the temper of the times, for the chances of | 
his being hanged were probably as a thousand to 
one to acquittal. 
and fled. 
in which he accepted a commission, and returned 
to his old home in Batesville, remaining in mili- 
tary command of the place. He was actively 
engaged in recruiting the Union men of Northern 
It 
goes without saying that Baxter never raised a 
hand to strike back at those who had so deeply 


In this extremity he broke jail 
He again reached the Northern army 


Arkansas and forming them into regiments. 


wronged him, when their positions were reversed | 
and he had the power in his hands. 
At the fall election, 1871, Baxter was the regu- 





lar Republican candidate for governor, and Joseph | 
Brooks was the Independent Republican nom. | 
inee. The Republican party was divided and each 


ARKANSAS. dD 





bid for the Democratic vote by promises to the 
ex-Confederates. | Brooks may have been elected, 
but was counted out. 


rated. 


Baxter was duly inaugu- 
When he had served a year the politicians, 
it is supposed, who controlled Arkansas, finding 
they could not use Baxter, or in other words that 
they had counted in the wrong man, boldly pro- 
ceeded to undo their own acts, dethrone Baxter and 
put Brooks in the chair of State. An account of 
the Baxter-Brooks war is given in another chapter. 

Thus was this man the victim of political cir- 
cumstances; a patriot, loving his country and his 
neighbors, he was driven from home and State; a 
non-combatant, he was arrested by his own friends 
as a traitor and the hangman’s halter dangled in 
his face; breaking prison and stealing away like a 
skulking convict, to return as ruler and master by 
the omnipotent power of the bayonet; a non-party 
man, compelled to be a Republican in polities, and 
finally, as a Republican, fated to lead the Demo- 
cratic party to success and power. 

The invincible Jacksonian dynasty. built up in 
Arkansas, with all else of public institutions went 
down in the sweep of civil war. It has not been 
But the Demo- 
cratic party dominates the State as of old. 


revived as a political institution. 
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SOCIETIES, StATE INSTITUTIONS, ETC.—THE Ku Kiuux KLAN—INDEPENDENT ORDER OF Opp FELLOWs— 


ANCIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED ALASONS—GRAND ARMY OF 
ANCIENT, FREE AND A ALASONS—GRAND ARMY OI 


THE REPUBLIC—BUREAU OF MINES— 


ARKANSAS AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS—STATE HORTICULTURAL Socie?rTy—THrE WHEEL 


—THE STATE CAPITAL—THE 
MEDICAL SOCIETY—STATE 


CAPITOL BUILDING—STATE 
BoarD OF HEALTIM—DEAF MUTE INSTITUTE 


LIBRARLES—STATE 


—SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND—ARKANSAS LUNATIC ASYLUM—AR- 
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY—THE STATE DEBT. 


Heaven forming each on other to depend, 

A master, or a servant, or a friend, 

Bids each on other for assistance call, 

Till one man’s weakness grows the strength of all.— Pope. 








2 social life and expression which, 
in some mode of existence, 


antedate even authentic his- 


tory. Originally a manner 
of securing defense from the 
common enemies of tribes 


and peoples, they have developed 
into social and eleemosynary insti- 
—“~» tutions as advances in civilization 

<3 have been made. At first they 
were but a severe necessity, and as 
that time slowly passed away, they 
became a luxury and a pleasure, 
having peculiar and strong attrac- 
tion to nearly all men. That part of 
one’s nature which loves to lean 
upon others for aid, even in the social seale, finds 
its expression in some of the many forms of 
societies, clubs, organizations or institutions that 
now pervade nearly all the walks of hfe. In every 
day existence, in business, church, state, polities 
and pleasure, are societies and organizations every- 
where—for the purposes of gain, charity and 








comfort—indeed, for the sole purpose of finding 
something to do, would be the acknowledgment of 
many a society motto. The causes are as diversi- 
fied as the bodies, 


numerous, 


secret and otherwise, are 

The South furnishes a most remarkable instance 
of the charm there is in mystery to all men, in the 
rise and spread of the Ku Klux Klan, a few years 
ago. Three or four young men, in Columbia, 
Tenn., spending a social evening together, con- 
All 
had just returned from the war, in which they had 
fought for the ‘‘lost cause,”’ 
hanging dull upon them. 


eluded to organize a winter’s literary society. 


and found time 
Hach eagerly caught at 
the idea of a society, and soon they were in the 
intricacies of the details. Together, from their 

schoolbooks, 
evolved the curious name for the society. 


sparse recollectious of their they 
The 
name suggested to them that the sport to be 
derived from it might be increased by making it a 
secret society. The thing was lannehed upon this 
basic idea. In everything connected with it each 
one was fertile it seems in adding mystery to mys- 


tery in their meetings and personal movements, 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





The initiation of a new member was made a grand 
and rollicking affair. So complete had the mem- 
bers occasioned their httle innocent society to be 
a mystery, that it became in an astonishingly brief 
time a greater enigma to themselves than even to 


Among societies of the present day, that 
| organization known as the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows is recognized as a prominent one. The 
Grand Lodge of the order in Arkansas was organ- 


ized June 11, 1849. Its first past grand master 


outsiders. It swiftly spread from the village to the 
county, from the county to the State, and over-ran 
the Southern States like a racing prairie fire, 


was John J. Horner, elected in 1854. 
sors to date have been as follows : 


1858 ; P. O. Hooper, 1859-1866 ; 


His succes: 
James A. Henry, 
tichard Bragg 





oe et a woe pianos ——— 
Crain 


y 
oD 


changing in its aims and objects as rapidly as it | Sr., 1862; Peter Brugman, 1867, 1868, 1871; Isaac 
had grown. From simply frightening the poor | Eolsom, 1873; Albert Cohen, 1874; John B. Bond. 
night-prowling darkeys, it became a vast and 


JS76; E. B. Moore, 1878: James S. Holmes, iSS0: 
uncontrollable semi-military organization; inflict- 


Adam Clark, 1881; W. A. Jett, 1882; 
ing punishment here, and there taking life, until 
the State of Tennessee was thrown into utter con- 
fusion, and the military forces were called out; 
large rewards were offered for the arrest even of 
women found making any of the paraphernalia of 


James A. 
Gibson, 1884; George W. Hurley, 1885; H. 8. 
Coleman, 1886, and A. S. Jett, 1887. The pres- 
ent able officers are KR. P. Holt, grand master: 
J. P. Woolsey, deputy grand master; Louis C. 





| Lincoln, grand warden; Peter Brugman, grand 
the order. Government detectives sent to pry into | secretary; H. Ehrenbers, grand treasurer; H. S. 
their secrets were slain, and a general reign of | Coleman, grand representative; A. 8. Jett, grand 
terror ensued.. No rewards could induce a mem- | representative; Rey. L. B. Hawley, grand chap- 
ber to betray his fellows; and the efforts of the | lain; John R. Richardson, grand marshal; J. G. 
organizers to control the storm they had raised, | Parker, grand conductor; William Mosby. grand 
were as idle as the buzzing of a summer fly. | guardian; W. J. Glenn, grand herald. In the 
Thousands and thousands of men belonged to | 


State there are eighty-two lodges and a total mem- 
bership, reported by the secretary at the October 
meeting, 1888, of 2,023. The reyenue from sub- 
ordinate lodges amounts to $13,832, while the 
relief granted ageregates $2,540. There were 
sixteen Rebekah lodges organized in 1887-88. 
The Masonic fraternity is no less influential 
in the affairs of every part of the country, than the 
society just mentioned. 


it, who knew really little or nothing about it, and 
who to this day are oblivious of the true history 
of one of the most remarkable movements of large 
bodies of men that has ever occurred in this or 
perhaps any country. It was said by leading 
members of the order that they could, in twenty- 
four hours, put tens of thousands of men in line of 
battle, all fully armed and equipped. 
indeed the ‘‘Invisible Empire.’’ By its founders 
it was as innocent and harmless in its purposes as 
a Sunday-school picnic, yet ina few weeks it spread 
and grew until it overshadowed the land-—but little 
else than a bloody, headless riot. The imagina- 
tions of men on the outside conjured up the most 
blood-curdling falsehoods as to its doings: while 
those inside were, it seems, equally fertile in 
schemes and devices to further mystify people, 
aiarm some and terrify others, and apparently the 
wilder the story told abont them, the more they 
would enjoy it. 


It was There is a tradition—too 
vague for reliance—that Masonry was introduced 
into Arkansas by the Spaniards more than 100 
years ago, and that therefore the first lodge was 
established at Arkansas Post. Nelying, however, 
upon the records the earliest formation of a lodge 
of the order was in 1819, when the Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky granted a dispensation for a lodge at 
Arkansas Post. 
ter. 





Robert Johnson was the first mas- 
Judge Andrew Scott, a Federal judge in the 
Territory, was one of its members. But before 

this lodge received its charter, the seat of govern- 
Its true history will long give it | ment was removed to Little Rock, and the Arkan- 
rank of first importance to the philosophic and | 


| sas Post lodge became extinct. No other lodge 
careful, painstaking historian, was attempted to be established until 1836, when 
4 
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a dispensation was granted Washington Lodge No. 
82, at Fayetteville, October 3, 1537. Onesimus 
Evans, was master; James McKissick, senior war- 
den; Mathew Leeper, junior warden. 

In 1838 the Grand Lodge of Louisiana granted 
the second dispensation for a lodge at Arkansas 
Post— Morning Star Lodge No. 42; the same year 
granting a charter to Western Star Lodge No. 43, 
at Little Rock. Of this Edward Cross was master; 
Charles L. Jeffries, senior warden; Nicholas Peay, 
junior warden. About this time the Grand Lodge 


Lodge, of Washington, Hempstead County. 


convention at Little Rock and formed the Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas. 

The representatives at this convention were: 
From Washington Lodge No. 82, of Fayetteville, 
Onesimus vans, past master; Washington L. Wil- 
son, Robert Bedford, Abraham Whinnery, Richard 
C. S. Brown, Samuel Adams and Williamson S. 
Oldhai. 

From Western Star Lodge No. 43, of Little 
Rock, William Gilchrist, past master; Charles L. 
Jeffries, past master; Nicholas Peay, past master; 
Edward Cross, past master; Thomas Parsel, Alden 
Sprague and John Morris. 

From Morning Star Lodge No 42, of the Post 
of Arkansas, John W. Pullen. 

From Mount Horeb Lodge, of Washington, 
James H. Walker, Allen M. Oakley, Joseph W. Me- 
Kean and James Trigg. 

Of this convention 





John Morris, of Western 
Star Lodge No. 43, was made secretary. Mr. 
Morris is still living (1859), a resident of Auburn, 
Sebastian County, and is now quite an old man. 
Mr. John P. Karns, of Little tock, was 
attendance at the convention, although not a dele- 
gate. 
were present on that occasion. 


in 





These two are the only ones surviving who 


The Grand Lodge organized by the election of 
William Gilchrist, grand master; Onesimus Evans, 
deputy grand master; James H. Walker, grand sen- 
ior warden; Washington L. Wilson, grand junior 
Alden 
George C. Watkins, grand secretary. 


warden; Sprague, grand treasurer, and 





of Alabama granted a charter to Mount Horeb | 











The constituent lodges, their former charters be- 
ing extinct by their becoming members of a new jur- 
isdiction, took new numbers. Washington Lodge, 
at Fayetteville, became No. 1; Western Star, of 
Little Rock, became No. 2; Morning Star, of the 
Post of Arkansas, became No. 8. and Mount Horeb, 


of Washington, became No. +. Of these Wash- 


| ington No. 1, and Western Star No. 2, are in vig- 


orous life, but Morning Star No. 8, and Mount 
Horeb No, 4, have become defunct. 

From this beginning of the four lodges, with a 
membership of probably 100, the Grand Lodge 


| now consists of over 400 lodges, and a member- 
November 21, 1888, these four lodges held a | 


ship of about 12,000. 
The following are the officers for the present 


year: R. H. Taylor, grand master, Hot Springs: 
J. W. Sorrels, deputy grand master, Farmer, 


Scott County; D. B. Warren, grand lecturer, 
Gainesville; W. A. Clement, grand orator, Rover, 
Yell County; W. K. Ramsey, grand senior ward- 
en, Camden; C, A. Bridewell, grand junior ward- 
en, Hope; George H. Meade, grand treasurer, Lit- 
tle Rock; Fay Hempstead, grand secretary, Little 
Rock; D. D. Leach, grand senior deacon, Augusta; 
Samuel Peete, grand junior deacon, Batesville: H. 
W. Brooks, grand chaplain, Hope; John B. Baxter, 
grand marshal, Brinkley; C. C. Hamby, ¢ 


rrand 
rrand 


sword bearer, Prescott; 5. Solmson, senior 
steward, Pine Bluff: A. T. Wilson, junior 
steward, Eureka Springs; J. C. Churchill, 
pursuivant, Charlotte, Independence County: Ed. 
Metcalf, grand tyler, Little Rock. 

The first post of the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic, Department of Arkansas, was organized under 


C 
Do 


: q 
rana 


C 
4 


grand 


authority from the Illinois Commandery, and called 
McPherson Post No. 1, of Little The 
district then passed under command of the Depart- 


Rock. 


ment of Missouri, and by that authority was or- 
ganized Post No. 2, at Fort Smith. 

The Provisional Department of Arkansas was 
organized June 18, 1883, Stephen Wheeler being 
department commander. and C. M. Vaughan, adju- 
tant-general. A State encampment was called to 
meet at Fort Smith, July 11, 1883. 
represented in this meeting, when the following 
State elected: S. Wheeler, 


Six posts were 


officers were com - 
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mander; M. Mitchell, senior vice; R. E. Jackson, 
junior vice; H. Stone, quartermaster, and the 
following council: John F. Owen, A. S. Fowler, 
W. W. Bailey, A. Walrath, Benton Turner. 

There are now seyenty-four posts, with a mem- 
bership of 2,500, in the State. The present oili- 
cers are: Department commander, A. S. Fowler; 
senior vice commander, John Vaughan; junior vice 
commander, EH. A. Ellis; medical director, T. G. 


The council of administration includes A. A. 
Whissen, Thomas Boles, W. S. Bartholomew, R. 
E. Renner and I. B. Lawton. The following were 
the appointments on the staff of the department 
commander: Assistant adjutant-general, N. W. Cox; 
assistant quartermaster-general, Stephen Wheeler; 
judge advocate, S. J. Evans; chief mustering 
officer, S. K. Robinson; department inspector, 
R. 5. Curry. Headquarters were established at 
Little Rock, Ark. 

There are other bodies in the State whose aims 
and purposes differ materially from those previously 
mentioned. Among these is the Arkansas Bureau 
of Mines, Manufactures and Agriculture, which 
was organized as a State institution at the session 
of the legislature in 1889. The governor ap- 
pointed M. F. Locke commissioner, the latter mak- 
ing M. W. Manville assistant. They at once pro- 
ceeded to organize the department and open an 
office in the State-house. The legislature appro- 
priated for the next two years for the bureau the 
sum of $18,000. 

This action of the legisiature was in response 
to a demand from all parts of the State, which, 
growing in volume for some time, culminated in 
the meeting in Little Rock of numerous promi- 
nent men, and the organization of the Arkansas 


State Bureau of Immigration, January 31, 1888. | 


A demand from almost every county prompted | 
Gov. Senior P. Hughes to issue a call for a State 
meeting. The meeting was composed only of the | 


best representative citizens. Gov. Hughes, in his | 


president of the convention. He voiced the pur. 
poses of the meeting still further when he said. 
‘We want to educate others on the wealth-mak- 
ing properties of our State.’’ A permanent State 
organization was effected, one delegate from each 
county to constitute a State Board of Immigra- 
tion, and the following permanent officers were 
chosen: Logan H. Roots, of Little Rock, presi- 
dent; Dandridge McRae, of Searey, vice-president; 
H. L. Remmel, of Newport, secretary; George 
Brown, 


R. 
of Little Rock, treasurer; J. H. Clen- 
dening, of Fort Smith, A. M. Crow. of Arkadel- 
phia, W. P. Fletcher, of Lonoke, additional exec- 
utive committee. The executive committee issued 
a strong address and published it extensively, giv- 
ing some of the many inducements the State had 
to offer immigrants. The legislature could not 
fail to properly recognize such a movement of the 
people, and so provided for the long needed bu- 
reau. 

Arkansas Agricultural Association was organ- 


ized in 1885. It has moved slowly so far, but is 


' now reaching the condition of becoming a great 


and prosperous institution. The entire State is soon 
to be made into sub-districts, with minor organ- 
izations, at least one in each Congressional district, 
with a local control in each, and all will become 
stockholders and a part of the parent concern. 
A permanent State fair and suitable grounds and 
fixtures are to be provided in the near future, when 
Arkansas will successfully vie with any State in 
the Union in an annual display of its products, 
The ofticers of the Agricultural Association for 
1889, are as follows: Zeb. Ward, president, Little 
Rock; B. D. Williams, first vice-president, Little 
tock; T. D. Culberhouse, vice-president First 
Congressional district; D. McRae, vice-president 
Second Congressional district; W. L. Tate, vice- 
president Third Congressional district; J. J. Sump- 
ter, vice-president Fourth Congressional district; J. 
H. Vanhoose, vice-president Fifth Congressional 
district; M. W. Manville, secretary; D.W. Bizzell, 





address, stated that ‘‘the State should have an 
agricultural, mining and manufacturing bureau, | 
which should be a bureau of statistics and immi- | 
gration, also.”” Hou. Logan H. Roots was elected © 





treasurer. 
Arkansas State Horticultural Society was or- 
ganized May 24, 1879, and incorporated January 


31, 1889. 


Under its completed organization the 
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first fair was held in Little Rock, commencing 
Wednesday, May 10, 1889. President, EB. F. Bab- 
cock; secretary, M. W. Manville; executive com 
mittee, S. H. Nowlin, chairman, Little Rock; 
George P. C. Rumbough, Little Rock; Rev. 8. H. 
Buchanan, Little Rock; E. C. Kinney, Judsonia, 
and Fred Dengler, Hot Springs, constitute the 
official board. 

In 1851 three farmers of Prairie County met 
and talked over farm matters, and concluded to 
organize a society for the welfare of the farming 
community. The movement grew with astonish- 
ing rapidity. It was organized as a secret, non- 
political society, and in matters of trade and com- 


/ amazement of the betfer men in the society, they 


soon awoke to the fact that they were inthe hands 
of the wily politicians. It is now estimated that 
the ranks in Arkansas are reduced to 20,000 or 
less—all for political causes. The movement now 
is to purge the society of politics and in the near 
future to meet the Farmer’s Alliance in St. Louis, 
and form a combination of the two societies. It 
is hoped by this arrangement to avoid the dema- 
gogues hereafter, and at the same time form a 
strong and permanent society, which will answer 


the best interests of the farming community. 


merce proposed to give its members the benefit | 


of combination. In this respect it advocated ac- 
tion in concert with all labor unions or organiza- 
tions of laborers. A State and National organiza- 
tion was effected, and the sub-organizations, ex- 
tending to the smallest school districts, were re- 
quired to obtain authority and report to the State 
branch and it in return to the National head. Thus 
far its originators sought what they believed to be 
the true co-operative method in their business af- 
fairs. 

The next object was to secure beneficial legis- 
lation to farmers—each one to retain his polit- 
ical party affiliations, and at the ballot-box to vote 
for either farmers or those most closely identified 
with their interests as might be found on the 
respective party tickets. 

The officers of the National society are: Isaac 
McCracken, president, Ozone, Ark., and A. LE. 
Gardner, secretary and treasurer, Dresden, Tenn. 
The Arkansas State Wheel officers are: L. P. 
Featherstone, president, Iorrest City; R. H. 
Morehead, secretary, White Chapel, and W. H. 
Quayle, treasurer, Ozan. 

The scheme was inviting to honest farmers and 
the humble beginning soon grew to be a most pros- 
perous society —not only extending over the State, 
but reaching boldly across the line into other 
States. When at the zenith of its prosperity, it 
is estimated there were 60,000 members of the 


order in Arkansas. This was too tempting a pros- 





As stated 
for Arkansas 


elsewhere, the location of a capital 
early occupied the attention of its 
On November 20, 182i, William Rus- 
sell and others laid off and platted Little Rock 
as the future capital of the Territory and State. 
They made a plat and a bill of assurances thereto, 
subdividing the same into Jots and blocks. They 
granted to Pulaski County Lots 3 and 4 in trust 
‘* That the 
said county of Pulaski within two years’’ should 
Out 


citizens. 


and on the conditions following, viz. : 


erect a common jail upon said Lots 3 and 4. 


‘of this transaction grew a great deal of litigation. 


The first jail was built of pine logs in 1823. It 
stood until 1837, when it was burned, and a brick 
building was erected in its stead. This stood for 
many years, but through the growth of the city, it in 
time became a public nuisance and was condemned, 
and the location moved to the present site of the 
stone jail. 

The Territory was organized by Congress in 
1819, and the seat of government located at the 
In the early part of 1820 
arose the question of a new site for the seat of 


Post of Arkansas. 


government, and all eyes turned to Pulaski County. 
A capital syndicate was formed and Little Rock 
Bluff fixed upon as the future capital. 
trouble was that the land at this point was not yet 


The one 


- in market, and so the company seeured ‘sunk land 
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| Scrip 


_ vation 


pect for the busy political demagogues, and to the — 








6 Lo 


and located this upon the selected town 
site. The west line of the Quapaw Indian reser- 
struck the Arkansas River at ‘‘the Little 
Rock?’ and therefore the east line of the eontem- 
plated capital had to be west of this Quapaw line. 
This town survey ‘west of the point of rocks, 
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immediately south of the Arkansas River, and 
west of the Quapaw line,’’ was surveyed and re- 
turned to the recorder at St. Louis as the new town 
site and Territorial capital—called Little Rock. 
The dedication of the streets, ete., and the plat as 
laid off, was dated November 10, 1821. Grounds 
were given for a State house, and other public 


ae | 
buildings and purposes, and for ‘‘the permanent | 


seat of justice of said county (Pulaski)’’ was ded- 


by Markham Street and on the west by Spring 
Street and on the south by Cherry (now Second) 
Street ’’ for court house purposes. In return the 
county was to erect a court house and jail on the 


lots specified for these purposes, ‘‘ within ten | 


years from the date hereof.’’ A market house was 
to be erected by the city on Lots 4 and 5, Block 99. 


The latter in time was built on these lots, the upper | 


story containing a council chamber, which was in 
public use until 1864, when the present city hall 
was erected. 

By an act of the legislature, October 24, 1821, 
James Pillingsly, Crawford County, Samuel C. 
Roane, Clark County, and Robert Bean, Inde- 
pendence County, were appointed commissioners, 
“‘to fix on a proper place for the seat of justice of 
the County of Pulaski;’’ 
ing ‘‘they shall take into consideration donations 
and future divisions.’’ The latter part of the 
sentence is made still more important by the fact 
that at that time the western boundary of Pulaski 
County was 100 miles west, at the mouth of Petit 
Jean, and the eastern boundary was a few miles 
below Pine Bluff. 

October 18,1820, the Territorial seat of govern- 
ment was removed from the Post of Arkansas to 
the Little Rock, the act to take effect June 1, 1821. 
It provided ‘‘that there shall bea bond * * * 
for the faithful performance of the promise and 
good faith by which the seat of government is 
moved.”’ 

In November, 1821, about the last of the belong- 
ings of the Territorial capital at the Post were 
removed to Little 


Nock. It was a crossing point 


| 


the act further specify- | 





on the river of the government road leading to | 
Missouri, and the place had often been designated | 





” 


as the ‘‘ Missouri Crossing,’’ but the French had 
generally called it Arkapolis. 
During the short time the Territorial capital 


was at Arkansas Post. no effort was made to erect 


| public buildings, as from the first it was under- 


| 





When 
the capital came to Little Rock a one-story double 
log house was built, near the spot where is now 


stood this was but a temporary location. 


| the Presbyterian Church, or near the corner of 
icated an entire half square, ‘‘ bounded on the north | 


Scott and Fifth Streets. 
the old style of two rooms, with an open space 
between, but all under the same roof. In 1826 
the log building was superseded by a one-story 
frame. March 2, 1831, Congress authorized the 
Territory to select ten sections of land and appro- 


This building was in 


| priate the same toward erecting capitol buildings; 


| 


and in 1832 it empowered the governor. to lease 
the salt springs. With these different funds was 
erected the central building of the present capitol, 
the old representative hall being where is now the 
senate chamber. In 1836, when Arkansas became 
a State, there was yet no plastering in any part of 
the brick building, and in the assembly halls were 
plain pine board tables and old fashioned split 
bottomed chairs, made in Little Rock. 

In 1886, at the remarkably small cost of $35,000, 
were added the additions and improvements and 
changes in the capitol building, completing it in 
its present form. And if the same wisdom con- 
trols the State in the future that has marked the 
past, especially in the matter of economy in its 
public buildings, there will be only a trifling 
additional expenditure on public buildings during 
the next half century. The State buildings are 
sufficient for all public needs; their plainness and 
cheapness area pride and glory, fitting monuments 
to the past and present generation of rulers and 
law makers, testifying to their intelligence and 
integrity. 

The State library was started March 3, 1838, at 
first solely as a reference and exchange medium. 
It now has an annual allowance of $100, for pur- 
chasing books and contains 25,000 volumes, really 
more than can suitably be accommodated. 

The Supreme Court library was established in 


January, 1851. It has 8,000 volumes, including 
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The 
fees of attorneys’ license upon admission to the 


all the reports and the leading law works. 


bar, of ten dollars, and a dollar docket fee in each 
case in court, constitute the fund provided for the 
library. 

The State Medical Society, as now constituted, 
was formed in May, 1575. It held its fourteenth 
annual session in 1889, at Pine Bluff. Edward 
Bentley is the acting president, and L. P. Gibson. 





The board of trustees of the Deaf Mute Insti- 
tute includes: Hon. George E. Dodge, president; 


| Col. 8S. L. Griflith, vice-president; Maj. R. H. Par- 


ham, Jr., secretary; Hon. W. E. Woodruff, treas- 
urer; Maj. George H. Meade and Col. A. R. Witt. 
The officers are: Principal, Francis D. Clarke; 
instructors: John W. Michaels, Mrs. I. H. Carroll, 


, Miss Susan B. Harwood, Miss Kate P. Brown, Miss 
| Emma Wells, S. C. Bright; teacher of articulation, 


secretary. Subordinate societies are formed in all | Miss Lottie Kirkland. Mrs. M. M. Beattie is 
parts of the State and are represented by regular | matron; Miss Lucinda Nations, assistant: Miss 


delegates in the general assemblies. 
the officers for the current year above given are 
Z. Orts, assistant secretary, A. J. Vance, C. S. 
Gray, B. Hatchett and W. H. Hill, vice-presidents 
in the order named. 

The State Board of Health was established by 
act of the legislature, March 23, 1881. It is com- 
posed of six commissioners, appoinied by the gov- 
ernor, ‘‘a majority of whom are to be medical grad- 
uates and of seven years’ practice in the profes- 
sion.”’ The board is required to meet once in 
every three months. The secretary is allowed a 
salary of $1,000 per annum, but the others receive 
no compensation except traveling expenses in the 
discharge of official duties. 

The present board is composed of Dr. A. L. 
Breysacher, president; Dr. Lorenzo R. Gibson, seo- 
retary ; Doctors J. A. Dibrell, P. Van Patton, W. 
A. Cantrell and V. Brunson. 

The beginning which resulted in the present 
elegant State institution for deaf mutes was a school 
established near the close of the late war, in Little 
Rock, by Joseph Mcunt, an educated mute, who 
gathered a few of these unfortunate ones together 
and taught a private school. The State legislature 
incorporated the school and made a small provision 
for it, July 17, 1868, the attendance that year 
being four pupils. 
tiful hill just west of the Union Depot, the im- 
provement of the grounds being made in 1869. 
The attendance in 1870 was 43 pupils, which in 
the last session’s report, ISSS, reached the number 
of 109; and the superintendent, anticipating an at- 
tendance for the current two years of 150, has 
solicited appropriations accordingly. 


The buildings are on the bean- 


In addition to | 


| two femates, or a total of 102. 





Clara Abbott, supervises the sewing, and Mrs. 
Amanda Harley is housekeeper. The visiting phy- 
sician is J. A. Dibrell, Jr., M. D.; foreman of the 
printing office, T. P. Clarke; foreman of the shoe 
shop, U. G. Dunn. Of the total appropriations 
asked for the current two vears, $80,970, $16,570 
is for improvements in buildings, grounds, schoo] 
apparatus, or working departments. 

The Arkansas School for the Blind was incor- 
porated by act of the legislature, February 4, 1859, 
and opened to pupils the same year in Arkadel- 
phia. In the year of 1868S it was removed to Littie 
Rock, and suitable grounds purchased at the foot 
of Center Street, on Eighteenth Street. 

This is not an asylum for the aged and infirm, 
nor a hospital for the treatment of disease, but a 
school for the young of both sexes, in which are 
taught literature, music and handeraft Pupils 
between six and twenty-six years old are received, 
and an oculist for the purpose of treating pupils 
is a part of its benefits; no charge is made for 
board or tuition, but friends are expected to fur- 
nish clothing and traveling expenses. 

It is estimated there are 300 blind of school 
age in the State. The legislature has appro- 
priated $140 a year for each pupil. On this allow- 
ance in two years the steward reported a balance 
unexpended of 31,686.84. In 1856 appro- 
priated $6,000 to build a workshop, store-room, 
In 1560 the attendance 
in 1862, 
1888 


was 


laundry and bake-oven. 
five females: 
The 


was ten—tive males and 


seven males and six females. vear 


| brought the attendance up to fifty males and fifty- 


During the last 


two years six have graduated here—three in the 
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industrial department, and three in the industrial 
and literary department. Four have been dis- 
missed on account of recovered eyesight. 

The trustees of the school are: J. R. Right- 
sell, S. M. Marshall, W. C. Ratcliffe, J. W. House, 
and D. G. Fones; the superintendent being John 
H. Dye. 

Another commendable institution, carefully 
providing for the welfare of those dethroned of 
reason, is the Arkansas State Lunatic Asylum, 
which was authorized by act of the legisiature of 
1873, when suitable grounds were purchased, and 
The in 
stitution is three miles west of the capitol and one- 
half mile north of the Mount Idaroad. Eighty acres 





| highly improved, and buildings erected. 


of ground were originally purchased and enclosed 
and are now reaching a high state of improve- 
ment. The resident population of the asylum at 
| present is 000 souls, and owing to the crowded 
conditions an additional eighty acres were pur- 
chased in 1887, making in all 160 acres. <A care- 
ful inquiry shows there are in the State (and not in 
the asylum, for want of room) 198 insane persons, 
entitled under the law to the benefits of the insti- 
tution. Of the 411 patients in the asylum in 1855, 
only four were pay patients. 

John G. Fletcher, R. Kk. Walker, A. L. Brey- 
sacher, John D. Adams and William J. Little are 
trustees of the institution, while Dr. P. O. Hooper 
is superintendent. 

In 1880 the legislature made an appropriation 
of $92,500 for the erection of additional buildings 


and other needed improvements. This fund was 





not all used, but the remainder was returned into 
the State treasury. The total current expenses for 
the year 1887 ageregated $45,212.60. The current 
expenses on patients the same year were 529, 344.80. 
The comfort of the unfortunates—the excellence of 
the service, the wholesome food given them, and at 
tho same time the minimum cost to the tax payers, 
prove the highest possible commendation to those 
in charge. 

The Arkansas Industrial University is the prom- 
ise, if not the present fulfillment, of one of the 
most important of State institutions. It certainly 
deserves the utmost attention from the best people 











of the State, as it is destined to become in time one 
It should 
be placed in position to be self-supporting, be- 


of the great universities of the world. 


cause education is not a public pauper and never 
Any 
This law of 


nature can no more be set aside than can the law 


can be permanently successful on charity. 
education to be had must be earned. 


of gravitation, and the ignorance of such a simple 
fact in statesmen and educators has cost our civili- 
zation its severest pains and penalties. 

The industrial department of the institution 
was organized in June, 1885. The act of incor- 
poration provided that all males should work at 
manual labor three hours each day and be paid 
therefor Seven thousand 
dollars was appropriated to equip the shops. 


ten cents an hour. 
Prac- 
tical labor was defined to be not only farm and 


drawing and labor- 


shop work, but also surveying, 
atory practice. 


became a part of the curriculum. The large major- 


Mechanical arts and engineering 
oO wn 


ity of any people must engage in industrial pur- 
suits, and to these industrial development and 
enlightenment and comfort go hand-in-hand. 
Hence the real people's school is one of manual 
training. Schools of philosophy and literature will 
take care of themselves; think of a school (classical) 
To 
have compelled either one of these to graduate at 
Oxford would have been like clipping the wings 


endeayoring to train a Shakespeare or Burns! 


of the eagle to aid his upward flight. In the edu- 
cation at least of children nature is omnipotent and 
pitiless, and it is the establishment of such train- 
ing schools as the Arkansas Industrial University 
that gives the cheering evidence of the world’s 
progress. In its continued prosperity is hope for 
the near future; its failure through ignorance or 
bigotry in the old and worn out ideas of the dead 
past, will go far toward the confirmation of the 
eruel cynicism that the most to be pitied animal 
pell-melled into the world is the new-born babe. 
The University is situated at Fayetteville, 
Washington County. It was organized by act of 
the legislature, based on the *‘Land Grant Act’’ 
of Congress of 1862, and supplemented by liberal 
donations from the State, the County of Wash- 


ington, and the city of Fayetteville. The school 
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was opened in 1872. March 30, 1877, the legisla- | science and tactics, mathematics and logic, prepara- 

ture passed the act known as the ‘‘ Barker Bill,’’ | tory department, drawing and industrial art, and 

which made nearly a complete change in the pur- | music. 

view of the school and brought prominently for- To all these departments is now added the med- 

ward the agricultural and mechanical departments. | ical department, located at Little Rock. This | 

“To -gratify our ambitious’’ [but mistaken] | branch was founded in 1871, and has a suitable | 

“‘vyouth,’’ says the prospectus, ‘‘ we have, under | building on Second Street. The tenth annual | 

Section 7 of the act, provided for instruction inthe | course of lectures in this institution commenced | 

classics.”’ | October 3, 1888; the tenth annual commencement | 

Under the act of Congress known as the | being held March 8, 1889. The institution is self- | 
“* Hatch Bill,’ an Agricultural Experimental Sta- | supporting, and already it ranks among the fore- | 
tion has been organized. Substantial buildings | most medical schools in the country. The graduat- | 
are now provided, and the cost of board in the in- | ing class of 1888 numbered twenty. 
stitution is reduced to $8 per month. The attend- | The State Board of Visitors to the medical | 
ance at the present time is ninety-six students, | school are Doctors W. W. Hipolite, W. P. Hart, | 
and steps are being taken to form a model stock- | W. B. Lawrence, J. M. Keller, I. Folsom. 
farm. The trustees, in the last report, say: ‘‘ We | The debt of Arkansas is not as large as acur- | 
recommend that girls be restored to the privi- | sory glance at the figures might indicate. The | 
leges of the institution.” The law only excludes | United States government recently issued a statis- | 
females from being beneficiaries, and females may | tical abstract concerning the public debt of this | 
still attend as pay students. | State that is very misleading, and does it a great | 

A part of the University is a branch Normal wrong. In enumerating the debts of the States it | 
School, established at Pine Bluff, for the purpose | puts Arkansas at $12,029,100. This error comes | 
of educating colored youth to be school teachers, ! of including the bonds issued for railroad and levee | 
These Normal Schools have for some years been purposes, that have been decided by the Supreme | 
a favorite and expensive hobby in most of the | Court null and void, to the amount of nearly | 
Northern States. There is probably no question | $10,000,000, They are therefore no part of the | 
that, for the promotion of the cause of education | State indebtedness. 
among the negroes, they offer unusual attractions. The real debt of the State is $2,111,000, 

The following will give the reader a clear com- | including principal and accumulated interest. 
prehension of the school and its purposes. Its | There is an amount in excess of this, if there is 
departments are: included the debt due the general government, 

Mechanic arts and engineering, agriculture, but for all such the State has counter claims, and | 
experiment station, practical work. Englsh and it is not therefore estimated in giving the real | 
modern languages, biology and geology, military . indebtedness. | 
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THE BENCH AND BAR—AN ANALYTIC VIEW OF THE PROFESSION OF LAW—SPANISH AND FRENCH L.AWws— 
ENGLIsH ComMoN LAW—THE LeGAL Crrcurr RIDERS—TERRITORIAL LAW AND LAWYERS 
—THE CourT CircuiTs—Earbty Court OFFICERS—THE SUPREME CoURT—PROMI- 

NENT MEMBERS OF THE STATE BENCH AND BAR-—-THE STANDARD 
CF THE EXECUTION OF LAW IN THE STATE. 
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Laws do not put the least restraint 

Upon our freedom, but maintain’t; 

Or if they do, ’tis for our good, f 
To give us freer latitude; 

For wholesome laws preserve us free 

By stinting of our liberty. —Butler. 


*HE Territory when under 
Spanish or French rule 
was governed by much the 
same laws and customs. 
The home government ap- 
pointed its viceroys, who 





were little more than nomi- | 
nally under the control of the 
king, except in the general laws 
of the mother country. 
sary local provisions in the laws 
were not strictly required to be 
submitted for approval to the mas- 
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The neces- 


Spon 


[NO 


‘Shyter powers before being enforced 
in the colony. Both govern- 
ments were equally liberal 
bestowing the lands upon sub- 
jects, and as arule, without cost. But the shadow 
of feudal times still lingered over each of them, 
and they had no conception that the real people 
would want to be small landholders, supposing 


in 





that in the new as in the old world they would 
drift into villanage, and in some sense be a part | 
of the possession of the landed aristocracy. Hence, | 





these governments are seen taking personal charge 
as it were of the colonies; providing them masters 
and protectors, who, with government aid, would 
transport and in a certain sense own them and 
The grantee of cer- 
tain royal rights and privileges in the new world 
was responsible to the viceroy for his colony, and 
the viceroy to the king. The whole was anti-dein- 
ocratic of course, and was but the continued and 
old, old idea of ‘‘the divine rights of rulers.’’ 
The commentaries of even the favorite law- 
writers to-day in this democratic country 


their labor after their arrival. 


are 


| blurred on nearly every page with that monstrous 


heresy, ‘‘the king can do no wrong’’—the goy- 
erning power is infallible, it needs no watching, no 
jealous eye that will see its errors or its crimes: a 
fetich to be blindly worshiped, indiscriminately, 
whether it is an angel of merey or a monster of 
evil. 
no soul to dictate to him the course he pursued. 
‘The curiosities of patriotism under adversity ”’ 


When Cannibal was king he was a god, with 


just here suggests itself as a natural title-page to 
one of the most remarkable books yet to be written. 
The bench and bar form a very peculiar result 
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of modern civilization—to-day fighting the most 
heroic battles for the poor and the oppressed ; to- 
morrow, perhaps, expending equal zeal and elo- 
quence in the train of the bloody usurper and ty- 
rant. As full of inconsistencies as insincerity it- 
self, it is also as noted for as wise, conservative and 
noble efforts in behalf of our race as ever distin- 
guished patriot or sage. 

The dangers which beset the path of the law- 
yer are a blind adherence to precedent, and a love 
of the abstruse technicalities cf the law practice. 
When both or either of these infirmities enter the 
soul of the otherwise young and rising practitioner, 
his usefulness to his fellow manis apt to be perma- 
nently impaired. He may be the ‘‘learned judge,”’ 
but will not be the great and good one. 

The history of the bench and bar should be 
an instructive one. The inquirer, commencing in 
the natural order of all real history, investigating 
the cause or the fountain source, and then 
ing up the effects flowing from causes, is met at 
the threshold with tbe question, Why ? What 
natural necessity created this vast and expensive 


follow- 


supernumerary of civilization ? The institution in 
its entirety is so wide and involved, so comprehen- 
sive and expensive, with its array of court officials, 
robes, ermine and wool-sacks; its 
schools and libraries, that the 


oppressed with the attempt to 


great temples, its 
halls, professors, 
average mind is 
grasp its outlines. In a purely economic sense it 
produces not one blade of grass. 
elucidated this much of the investigation as best 


After having 


he can, he comes to a minor one, or the details 
of the subject. 
assumed that he will then take up the considera- 
tion of grand juries, their origin, history and present 


For illustration’s sake, let it be 


necessity for existence. These are mere hints, but 
such as will arrest the attention of the student of law 
of philosophical turn of mind. They are nothing 
more than the same problems that come in every 
department of history. 


is to accept precedent, the same as it is a common 


The school of the lawyer 


human instinct to accept what comes to him from 
tho fathers—assuming everything in its favor and 
combating everything that would dispute ‘the 


old order.” It is the exceptional mind which 





looks ancient precedent in the face and asks ques- 
tions, Whence ? Why ? Whither ? 
erally inconvenient queries to indolent content, 
but they are the drive-wheels of moving civiliza- 
tion. 

One most extraordinary fact forever remains, 
namely, that lawyers and statesmen never unfolded 


These are gen- 


the science of political economy. This seems a 
strange contradiction, but nevertheless it is so. 
The story of human and divine laws is much alike. 
The truths have not been found, as a rule, by the 
custodians of the temples. The Rev. Jaspers are still 
Great states- 


men are still seriously regulating the nation’s 


proclaiming ‘* the world do move.’’ 


‘*balance of trade,’’ the price of interest on money, 
and through processes of taxation enriching peo- 
ples, while the dear old precedents have for 100 
years been demonstrated to be myths. They are 
theoretically dead with ali intelligent men, but 
Thus the 


life of every people is full of most amusing curi- 


are very much alive in fact. social 
osities, many of them harmless, many that are not. 

The early bench and bar of Arkansas produced 
a strong and virile race of men. The pioneers of 
this important class of community possessed vigor- 
ous minds and bodies, with lofty ideals of personal 
honor, and an energy of integrity admirably fitted 
to the tasks set before them. 

The law of the land, the moment the Louisi- 
ana purchase was effected, was the Hnglish com- 
mon law, thet vast and marvelous structure, the 
growth of hundreds of years of bloody English 
history, and so often the apparent throes of eivil- 
ization. 

The cireuit riders composed the first bench 
States. In 
this State especially the accounts of the law prac. 


and bar here, as in all the western 
tice —the long trips over the wide judicial cirenits; 
the hardships endured, the dangers encountered 
from swollen streams ere safe bridges spanned 
them; the rough accommodations, indeed, some- 
times the absence of shelter from the raging ele- 
ments, and amid all this their jolly happy-go-lueky 
life, their wit and fun, their eternal electioneering, 
for every lawyer then was a politician; their quick- 
ened wits and schemes and devices to advantage 
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each other, both in and out of the courts, if all 
could be told in detail, would read like a fascinat- 
ing romance. These riders often traveled in com- 
panies of from three to fifteen, and among them 
would be found the college and law-scbool gradu- 
ates, and the brush graduates, associated in some 
eases and opposed in others. And here, as in all 
the waiks of life, it was often found that the rough, 
self-educated men overmatched the graduates in 
their fiercest contests. While one might understand 
more of the books and of the learned technicalities 
of law, the other would know the jury best, and 
overthrow his antagonist. In the httle old log 
cabin court rooms of those days, when the court 
was in session, the contest of the legal gladiators 
went on from the opening to the closing of the 
term. Generally the test was before a jury, and 
the people gathered from all the surrounding coun- 
try, deeply interested in every movement of the 
actors. This was an additional stimulus to the 
lawyer politicians, who well understood that their 
ability was gauged by the crowd, as were their sue- 
cesses before the jury. Thus was ita combination 
of the forum and ‘‘stump.”’ 
the conduct of a noted case, a seat in Congress 
would be won or lost. A seat in Congress, or on 
the ‘‘wool sack,’’ was the ambition of nearly every 
Their legal encounters were fought 

ach one was dreadfully in earn- 


Here, sometimes in 


circuit rider. 

out to the end. 
est—he practiced no assumed virtues in the strug- 
gle; battling as much at least for himself as his 
elient, he would yield only under compulsion, even 
in the minor points, and, unfortunately, sometimes 
in the heat of ardor, the contest would descend 
from a legal to a personal one, and then the handy 
duello code was a ready resort. 
this unhappy mixture of iaw and politics that 
caused many of these bloody personal encounters, 
In the pure practice of the law, stripped of polit- 


It seems it was 


ical bearings, there seldom, if ever, came misunder- 
standings. 

They must have been a fearless and earnest 
class of men to brave the hardships of professional 
life, as well as mastering the endless and involved 
intricacies of the legal practice of that day. The 
law then was but little less than a mass of un- 


meaning technicalities. 
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A successful practitioner 
required to have at his fingers’ ends at least Black- 
stone’s Commentaries and Chitty’s Pleadings, and 
much of the wonders contained in the Rules of 
Evidence. Libraries were then scarce and their 
privations here were nearly as great as in the com- 
mon comforts for ‘‘man and beast.’’ There have 
been vast improvements in the simplifying of the 
practice, the abolition of technical pleadings es- 
pecially, since that time, and the young attorney 
of to-day can hardly realize what it was the pio- 
neers of his profession had to undergo. 
A judicial cireuit at that early day was an im- 
the bench and bar 
trips. 


mense domain, over which 
regularly made semi-annual Sometimes 
they would not more than get around to their 
starting point before it would be necessary to 
go all over the ground again. Thus the court was 
almost literally ‘‘in the saddle.’’ The saddle-bags 


were their law offices, and some of them, upon 


| reaching their respective county-seats, would sig- 


nalize their brief stays with hard work al] day in 
the court-room and late rovstering at the tavern 
bar at night, regardless of the demurrers, pleas, 
replications, rejoinders and sur-rejoinders, declara- 
tions and bills that they knew must be confronted 
on the morrow. 
‘*during court week’’ in the villages, dignity and 


Among these jolly sojourners, 


circumspection were often given over exclusively 
to the keeping of the judge and prosecutor.  Cir- 
cumstances thus made the bench and bar as social 
a set as ever came together. To see them return- 
ing after their long journeyings, sunburned and 
weatherbeaten, having had but few advantages of 
the laundry or bathtub, they might have passed for 
One 
eccentric character made it a point never to start 
with any relays to his wardrobe. When he reached 
home after his long pilgrimage it would be noticed 
that his clothes had a stuffed appearance. The 
truth was that when clean linen was needed he 


a returning squad of cavalry in the late war. 


bought new goods and slipped them on over the 
He would often tell how he dreaded 
the return to his home, as he knew that after his 


soiled ones. 


wife attended to his change of wardrobe he was 
“most sure to catch cold.’’ 
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On one cccasion two members of the bar met 
at a county seat where court was in session a week. 
They had come from opposite directions, one of 
them riding a borrowed horse seventy miles, while 
the other on his own horse had traveled over 100 
miles. Upon starting home they unwittingly ex- 
changed horses, and neither discovered the mistake 
until informed by friends after reaching their des- 
tination. The horses could hardly have been more 
dissimilar, but the owners detected no change. It 
was nearly the value of the animals to make the 
return exchange, yet each set out, and finally re- 
turned with the proper horse. No little ingenuity 
must have been manifested in finally unraveling 
the great mystery of the affair. 

Surrounded as they were with all these ill con- 
ditions, as a body of men they were nevertheless 
learned in the law, great in the forum, able and 


upright on the bench. Comparisons are odious, 


but it is nothing in disparagement to the present | 


generation of courts and lawyers, to say that to be 
equally great and worthy with these men of the 
early bench and bar of Arkansas, is to exalt and 
ennoble the profession in the highest degree. 
Sixty years have now passed since the first 
coming of the members of this calling to the State 
of Arkansas. In 1819 President Monroe appointed 
James Miller, governor, Robert Crittenden, secre- 
tary, and Charles Jouitt, Andrew Scott and Robert 
P. Letcher, judges of the Superior Court, for the 


new Territory of Arkansas. All these, it seems, 


the regulation and control of the English common 
law—substantially the same system of laws then 


| governing England. 








except Gov. Miller, were promptly at the post of 


duty and in the discharge of their respective offices. 
In the absence of Mr. Miller, Mr. Crittenden was 
acting governor. These men not only constituted 
the first bench and bar, but the first Territorial offi- 
cials and the first legislature. They were all lo- 
eated in the old French town of Arkansas Post. 
The lawyers and judges were the legislative body, 
which enacted the laws to be enforced in their re- 
spective districts. At their first legislative session 
they established but five statute laws, and from 
this it might be inferred that there were few and 
simple laws in force at that time, but the reader 
will remember that from the moment of the Louis- 
iana purchase all the new territory passed under 








was divided 





It is a singular comment on American juris- 
prudence that this country is still boasting the pos. 
session of the English habeas corpus act, wrung 
by those sturdy old barons from King John,—a 
government by the people, universal suffrage, 
where the meanest voter is by his vote also a soy- 
ereign, and therefore he protects himself against 
—whom?’—why, against himself by the English 
habeas corpus act, which was but the great act of 
a great people that first proclaimed a higher right 
When these 
old Englishmen presented the alternative to King 
John, the writ or the headsman’s ax, he very sensi- 
bly chose the lesser of the two great inconven- 
iences. 


than was the ‘‘divine right of kings.’’ 


And from that moment the vital meaning 
of the phrase ‘‘the divine right of kings’’ was 
dead in England. 

In America, where all vote, the writ of habeas 
corpus has been time and time again suspended, 
and there are foolish men now who would gladly 
resort to this untoward measure, for the sake of 
party success in elections. There is no language of 


| tongue or pen that can carry a more biting sar- 


casm on our boasted freemen or free institutions 
than this almost unnoticed fact in our history. 

One of the acts of the first legislative session 
held in August, 1819, was to divide the Territory 
into two judicial circuits. As elsewhere stated, the 
counties of Arkansas and Lawrence constituted the 
First cireuit; Pulaski, Clark and Hempstead Coun. 
ties forming the Second. 

The judges of the Superior Courts were as- 
signed to the duties of the different circuits. At 
the first real Territorial legislature, composed of 
representatives elected by the people, the Territory 
into three judicial cireuits. The 
courts, however, for the different circuits, were all 
There was no cir- 
cuit riding, therefore, at this time. 


held at the Territorial capital. 


Judicial cireuits and judges residing therein 
were not a part of judiciary affairs until 1823. The 
judges of the First cireuit from that date, with time 
of appointment and service, were: T. P. Eskridge, 
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December 10, 1823; Andrew Scott, April 11, 1527; 
Sam C. Roane, April 17, 1829-86. The list of 


rosecuting attorneys includes: W. B. R. Horner, | 
Pp g y | 
November 1, 1823; Thomas Hubbard, November | 


5, 1828, to February 15, 1832; G. D. Royston, 
September 7, 1833; Shelton Watson, October 4, 
1835; A. G. Stephenson, January 23, 1836. 

Of the Second circuit the judges were: Richard 
Searcy, December 10, .1523, and J. W. Bates, 
November, 1825, to 1836; while the prosecuting 
attorneys were R. C. Oden, November 1, 1823; A. 
H. Sevier, January 19, 1824 (resigned); Sam C. 
Roane, September 26, 1826; Bennett H. Martin, 
January 380, 1831; Absalom Fowler, ——; D. L. 
F. Royston, July 25, 18385; Townsend Dickin- 
son, November 1, 1823; A. F. May, March 29, 
1825 (died in office); W. H. Parrott, April 21, 
1827; S. S. Hall, August 31, 1831; J. W. Robert- 
son, September 17, 1833; E. B. Ball, July 19, 
1836. 

Samuel S. Hall was judge of the Third circuit, 
serving from December, 1823, to 1836. As pros- 
ecuting attorneys, are found the names of T. Dick- 


inson, January 10, 1823; A. D. G. Davis, June | 
21, 1829; S. G. Sneed, November 11, 1831; David | 


Walker, September 13, 1833; Thomas Johnson, 
October 4, 1835; W. F. Denton, January 23, 1836. 

The appointment of Charles Caldwell as judge 
of the Fourth circuit dates from December 27, 
1828; while E. T. Clark, February 13, 1830; J. C. 


P. Tolleson, February 1, 1831; and W. K. Sebas- | 


tian, from January 25, 1833, served as prosecuting 
attorneys. 

The Supreme Court of Arkansas has ever com- 
prised among its members men of dignity, wisdom 
and keen legal insight. The directory of these 
officials contains the names of many of those whose 
reputation and influence are far more than local. 
It is as follows: 

Chief justices: Daniel Ringo, 1836; Thomas 
Johnson, 1844; George C. Watkins, 1852 (re- 
signed); EH. H. English, 1854 (also Confederate); 
T. D. W. Yonley, 1864 (Murphy constitution); E. 
Baxter, 1864 (under Murphy regime); David 
Walker, 1866 (ousted by military); W. W. Wil- 


OF 


| 1842; W..K. Sebastian, 1843; 








| 
| 


shire, 1868 (removed); John MeClure, 1871, (re- | 


\ 


moved); IX. H. English, 


| C. B. Moore, Thomas Johnson, R. 
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S74. Sterling R. Cock- 
rill is present chief justic 

Associate justices: Thomas J. Lacey, 1836; 
Townsend Dickinson, 1836; George W. Paschai, 
W. S. Oldham, 
1845; Edward Cross, 1845; William Conway, 1846: 
C. GC. Scott, 1848; David Walker, 1847 and 1874: 
Thomas B. Hanley, 1858 (resigned); F. I. Batson, 
1858 (resigned); H. F. Fairchild, 1860 (died); 
Albert Pike, 1861 (also Confederate); J. J. Clen- 


| denin, 1866 (ousted); T. M. Bowen, 1868; L. 


Gregg, 1868; J. E. Bennett, 187i; M. L. Steph- 
enson, 1872; E. J. Searle, 1872; W. M. Harrison, 
1874; J. T. Bearden, 1874 (appointed); Jesse 
Turner, 1878; J: R. Eakin, 1878; W. W. Smith, 
1882; B. B. Battle, 1885, re-elected. By 
three additional judges were elected April 2, 1889: 
Simon B. Hughes, W. E. Hemingway and Mont. 
H. Sandels. 

Reporters: Albert Pike, N. W. Cox, E. H. 
English, J. M. Moore, L. I. Barber, B. D. Turner 
and W. W. Mansfield (present incumbent). 

Clerks: H. Haralson, L. E. Barber, N. W. Cox, 
and W. P. Campbell (in office). 

Special chief justices: William Story, F. W. 
Compton, J. L. Witherspoon, S. H. Hempstead. 
A. Howard, 
George A. Gallagher, B. B. Battle, Sam W. Will. 
iams, A. B. Williams, G. N Cousin, Isaae Strain. 
N. Haggard, Edward Cross, R. C. 8. Brown, L. 
A. Pindall, Sam C. Roane, George Conway, Sack- 
field Macklinin, John Whytock, C. C. Farrelley, 


law 


W. W. Smith, W. I. Warwick, B. B. Morse, B. 
D. Turner, George W. Caruth, S. H. Harring- 


ton. 

In this list are the names of nearly all early 
members of the Arkansas bar. Commencing here 
as young attorneys in their profession, many of 
them have left ilustrious names—names that adorn 
the history of the State and Nation, and time 
will not dim nor change the exalted esteem now 
given them. Not one of them but that was an ex- 
ample of that wonderful versatility of American 
genius—the young lawyer becoming great in the 
practice of his profession in the wild wood; or cel- 
ebrated on the bench for decisions that came to the 
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world like beacon lights from the unknown land; 
or as senators holding civilized people spell-bound 
by their wisdom and eloquence; and all, at all times, 
listening for their country’s eall to play as con- 
spicuous a part in camp and field as they had in 
To undertake all these 
things is not wonderful with a people so cosmopol- 


the walks of civil life. 


itan as those of the west, bunt to be pre-eminent in | 


each or all alike is most remarkable. 

Of this brilliant galaxy of pioneer legal lights 
—giants indeed—there now remain as a connect- 
ing link with the present generation only the ven- 
erable Gen. Albert Pike, of Washington City, and 
Judge Jesse Turner, of Van Buren. 

Writing in a reminiscent way of the bench and 
bar, Albert Pike says: 
there were William Cummins, Absalom Fowler, 
Daniel Ringo, Chester Ashley, and Samnel Hall, 
at Little Rock. Iserved on a jury in 1834 where 
Robert Crittenden was an attorney in the case, the 
judge was Benjamin Johnson, who died in Decem- 
ber, 1834, at Vicksburg. Parrott and Oden died 
before I went to Little Rock. Judge William 
Trimble was an old member of the bar when I en- 
tered it, as was Col. Horner, of Helena. Thomas 
B. Hanley had recently come to Helena from Louis- 
iana. I think Maj. Thomas Hubbard and George 
Conway were practicing at Washington in 1835. 
Judge Andrew Scott had been Territorial judge, but 
retired and lived in Pope County. Frederick W. 
Trapnall and John W. Cocke came from Kentucky 
to Little Rock in 1836, and also William C. Scott 
and his partner, Blanchard. I think Samuel H. 
Hempstead and John J. Clendenin came in 1836. 
John B. Floyd lived and practiced law in Chicot 
County.”’ 
Walker, John Linton, Judges Hoge and Sneed, 
John M. Wilson, Alfred W. Wilson, Archibald 
Yell, Judge Fowler, Judge Richard C. S. Brown, 
Bennett H. Martin, Philander Little, Jesse Turner 
and Sam W. Williams as among the eminent law- 
yers of the early courts of Arkansas. 


Gen. Pike further mentions Judge David 


The list of those who have oceupied positions | 


as circuit judges and prosecuting attorneys in the 
various circuits, will be found of equal interest 
with the names mentioned in connection with a 


** When I came to the bar | 
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; Alexander, 


| N. Cypert, October 31, 1874; M. T. 


ARKANSAS. 


higher tribunal. It is as below, the date affixed 

indicating the beginning of the term of service: 
Judges of the First cireuit: W. K. Sebastian, 

November 19, 1840; J. C. P. Tolleson, February 


| 8, 1848; John T. Jones, December 2, 1842: Mark W. 





; George W. Beasley, September 
6, 1855; C. W. Adams, November ?, 1852; Thomas 
B. Hanley, ; E. C. Bronough, August 25, 
1858; O. H. Oates, March 3, 1859; E. C. Bronongh, 
August 23, 1860; Jesse M. Houks, September 17, 
1865; John E. Bennett, July 23, 1S68; C. C. Wat- 
ers, February 23, 1871; M. L. StepHenson, March 
24, 1871; W. H. H. Clayton, March 10, 1873; J. 





Saunders. 
October 380, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: W. S. 
Mosley, November 14, 1840; A. J. Greer, Novem- 
ber 9, 1841; S. S. Tucker, January 20, 1840: 


| Alonzo Thomas, August 9, 1842: W.N. Stanton, 


December 2, 1842; N. M. Foster, December 4. 
1843; A. H. Ringo, March 2, 1849; H. A. Bad- 
ham, March 12, 1851; L. L. Mack, September 
6, 1855; 5. W. Childress, August 30, 1856; Lin- 
coln Featherstone, August 23, 1860; Z. P. H. Farr. 
December 1, 1862; B. C. Brown, January 7, 1865: 
P. O. Thweat, October 15, 1866; C. B. Fitzpatrick. 
March 16, 1871; W. H. H. Clayton, March 23, 
1871; Eugene Stephenson, April 23, 1873; C. A. 
Otey, October 31, i8v4; D. D. Leach, October 13, 
1876; P. D. McCulloch (three terms); Greenfield 


| Quarles, October 30, 1884; S. Brundridge, October 


30, 1886. 

Judges of the Second circuit: Isaac Baker, 
November 23, 1840; John C. Murray, August 1S, 
1851; W. H. Sutton, January 11, 1845; John C. 
Murray, August 22, 1858: Josiah Gould, Febru- 
ary 26, 1849; W.M. Harrison, May 17, 1868; 
T. F. Sorrells, August 22, 1853; W.C. Hazeldine, 
April 14, 1871; J. IF. Lowery, December 12, 
1863; L. L. Mack, October 31, 1874; William 
Story, July 28, 1868; W. F. Henderson, April 26. 
S74; J. G. Frierson, October 31, 1882; W. A. 
Case, March 17, 1884, 
elected September 1, 18S4; J. E. Riddick, Oc- 
tober 80, ISS6. Prosecuting attorneys: John S. 
Roane, November 15, 1840; Samuel Wooly, Sep- 
1842; J. W. 


vice Frierson, deceased, 


tember 19, Bocage, November 20, 
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1818; S. B. Jones, April 20, 1846; T. F. Sorrells, 
February 26, 1849; W. P. Grace, August 22, 
1853; S. F. Arnett, August 23, 1856; D. W. 
Carroll, August 30, 1860; C. C. Godden, May 17, 
1865; W. F. Slemmons, October 15, 1866; D. 


D. Leach, December 16, 1868; R. H. Black, May | 


6, 1873; J. E. Riddick, October 13, 1876; W. A. 
Cate, October 14, 1878; E. F. Brown, May 5, 
1870; W. B. Edrington (four terms), October 30, 
1880; J. D. Block, October, 1888. 


Judges of the Third circuit: Thomas Johnson, | 


November 13, 1840; William Conway, November 
15, 1844; W. C. Scott, December 11, 1846; R. 
H. Nealy, February 28,1851; W. C. Bevins, August 
23, 1856; W. R. Cain, August 23, 1860; L. L. 


Mack, March 15, 1866; Elisha Baxter, July 238, | 


1868; James W. Butler, March 10, 1873; William 
Byers, October 30, 1874; R. H. Powell (three 
terms), October 30, 1882; J. W. Butler, May, 1857. 
Prosecuting attorneys: N. Haggard, November 80, 
1840; S. S. Tucker, January 20, 1842; 8. H. 


Hempstead, February, 1842; A. R. Porter, Decem- | 


ber 2, 1842; S. C. Walker, December 2, 1846; J. H. 
Byers, March 5, 1849; W. K. Patterson, August 
30, 1856; I’. W. Desha, August 30, 1860; L. L. 
Mack, July 8, 1861; T. J. Ratcliff, July 9, 1865; 
M. D. Baber, October 15, 1866; W. A. Inman, 
December 8, 1568; J. L. Abernathy, October 31, 
1874; Charles Coffin, October 14, 1878; M. N. 


Dyer (two terms), October 30, 1882; W. B. Padgett, | 


October 30, 1886; J. L. Abernathy, October, 1888. 

Judges of the Fourth circuit: J. M. Hoge, 
November 13, 1840; S. G. Sneed, November 18, 
1844; A. B. Greenwood, March 3. 1851; F. I. 
Batson, August 20, 1853; J. M. Wilson, Febru- 
ary 21, 1859; J. J. Green, August 23, 1860; Y. 
B. Sheppard, May 9, 1863; Thomas Boles, 
August 3, 1865; W. N. May, April 24, 1868; 
M. L. Stephenson, July 23, 1868; C. B. Fitz- 





1856; B. J. Brown, December 1, 1862; J. E. 
Cravens, January 7, 1865; Squire Boon, October 
15, 1866; Elias Harrell, August 11, 1868; S. W. 
Peel, April 26, 18738; E. I. Stirman, October 13, 
1876; H. A. Dinsmore (three terms), October 14, 
1878; J. Frank Wilson, October 30, 1884; J. W. 
Walker, October 30, 1866; S. M. Johnson, Octo- 
ber 30, 1888. 


Judges of the Fifth cireuit: J. J. Clendenin, 


| December 28, 1840; W. H. Field, December 24, 


1846; J. J. Clendenin, September 6, 1854; Liberty 
Bartlett, November 12, 1854; E. D. Ham, July 23, 
1868; Benton J. Brown, September 30, 1874; W. 
W. Mansfield, October 31, 1874; Thomas W. 
Pound, September 9, 1878; W. D. Jacoway, Oc- 
tober 31, 1878; G. S. Cunningham (three terms), 
October 31, 1582. Prosecuting attorneys: R. W. 
Johnson, December 29, 1840; George C. Watkins, 
January 11, 1845; J. J. Clendenin, February 17, 
1849, to 1854; J. L. Hollowell, September 8, 1858, 


| to 1860; Sam W. Williams, May 10, 1860; Pleas- 


ant Jordan, September 7, 1861; Sam W. Williams, 
July 6, 1863; John Whytock, December 19, 1865; 
R. H. Dedman, October 15, 1866; N. J. Tempie, 
August 15, 1868; Arch Young, August 24, 1872; 
Thomas Barnes, April 23, 1873; J. P. Byers, Oc- 
tober 31, 18738; A. S. MeKennon, October 14, 


| 1878; J. G. Wallace (two terms), October 31, 


1882; H. S. Carter, October 30, 1886. 

- Sixth circuit—judges: William. Conway, De- 
cember 19, 1840; John Field, February 3, 1843: 
George Conway, August 1, 1844; John Quillin, 
Mareh 2, 1849; Thomas Hubbard, August 22, 
1854; A. B. Smith, February 7, 1856; Shelton Wat- 
son, September 26, 1858; Len B. Green, April 5, 


| 1858; A. B. Williams, January 28, 1865; J. T. 
| Elliott, October 2, 1865; J. J. Clendenin, October 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


patrick, March 23, 1871; J. Huckleberry, April | 


10, 1872; J. M. Pittman, October 31, 1874; J. H. 


Berry, October 21, 1878; J. M. Pittman (three | 
terms), October 31, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: | 


Alfred M. Wilson, U3;,, Ls20e AF i: 
Greenwood, January +, 1845; H. F. Thomasson, 
September 6, 1853; Lafayette Gregg, August 23, 


November 


| 


| 831, 1874; J. W. Martin, October 31, 1878; F. T. 
| Vaughan, October 31, 1882: J. W. Martin, Octo- 


ber 30, 1886. Prosecuting attorneys: G. D. Roys- 
ton, November 11, 1840; O. F. Rainy, June 12, 
1843; Isaac T. Tupper, January 18, 1844; A. W. 
Blevins, January 11, 1847; E. A. Warner, March 


_ 8, 1851; Orville Jennings, August 23, 1853; E. 


hoa ae 


Gantt, Angust 22, 1854; James K. Young, 
August 30, 1860; Robert Carrigan, September 13, 
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1865; J. F. Ritchie. October 18, 1866; T. B. Gib- | 
son, January 1), 1868; Charles C. Reid, Jr.. April | 


30, 1871; F. T. Vaughan, September 18, 1876: 
T. C. Trimble, September 30, 1878; F. T. Vaughan, 
September 30, 1880; T. C. Trimble, October 31, 
1882; R. J. Lea, October 30, 1884; Gray Carroll, 
October 30, 1886; R. J. Lea, October 30, 1888. 

Seventh cireuit—judges: R. C. S. Brown, 1840: 
W. W. Floyd, November 30, 1846. (December 
20, 1849, the State was re-districted into six cir- 
cuits. Hence this was abolished for the time.) 
William Byers, July 8, 1861; R. H. Powell, May 
11, 1866; John Whytock, July 23, 1868; J. J. 
Clendenin, May 29, 1874; Jabez M. Smith, Oc- 
tober 31, 1874; J. P. Henderson (three terms), Oc- 
tober 31, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: John M. 
Wilson, November 20, 1840; J. MM. Tebbetts, De- 
cember 5, 1844; Elisha Baxter, December 7, 1861: 
W. B. Padgett, August 29, 1865; W. R. Coody, 
October 15, 1866; E. W. Gantt, July 31, 1868; 
J. M. Harrell, May 5, 1873; M. J. Henderson, 
October 31, 1874; James B. Wood, October 14, 
1878; J. P. Henderson (three terms), October 31, 
1882; W.H. Martin, October 30, 1888. 

Eighth cireuit—-judges: C. C. Scott, December 
2, 1846; William Davis, July 3, 1848 (abolished 
December 20, 1849); James D. Walker, July 25, 
1861; Elias Harrell, May 8, 1865; William Story. 
March 27, 1867; E. J. Earle, July 23, 1868; T. G. 
T. Steele, February 23, 1873; L. J. Joyner, Octo- 
ber 31, 1874; H. B. Stuart, October 31, 1878; 
R. D. Hearn, October 30, 1886. Prosecuting attor- 
neys: Richard Lyons, February d, 1847: N.W. Pat- 
terson, October 25, 1865; C. G. Reagan, January 
7, 1865; J. C. Pratt, July 23, 
ter, October 15, 1866; Duane Thompson, January 
4, 1874: George A. Kingston, July 26, 1871; J. 
D. McCabe, October 31, IS74; J. H. Howard, April 
26, 1878; Rufus D. Hearn (three terms), July 6, 
1874; Lafayette Gregg, November 13, 1862; W. 
M. Green (three terms), October 380, ISS. 

Ninth cireuit—judges: H. B. Stuart, Novem. 
ber 28, 1862; W. N. Hargrave, ——, 1865; E. J. 
Searle, February 25, 1867; G. W. MeCowan, July 
23, 1868; J.T. Elliott, April 26, 1873: J. 


1868S; T. M. Gun- | 





K. Young, | 


October 31, 1874; C. F. Mitchell, October 31, 1SS2; | 





L. A. Byrne, November 4, 1884; A. B. Williams. 
vice Mitchell, resigned, September 10, 1884; C. E. 
Mitchell, October 30, 1886. Prosecuting attorneys: 
A. J. Temple, July 8, 1861; A. T Craycraft, 


| January 7, 1865; BE. J. Searle, February 19, 1866; 


R. C. Parker, October 15, 1866; N. J. Temple, 
January 20, 1867; J. R. Page, January 9, 1869: 
J. M. Bradley, April 26, 1873; Dan W. Jones, 
October 31, 1874; B. W. Johnson, October 13, 
1876; Jobn Cook, October 14, 1SS80; T. F. Web- 
ber (four terms), October 31, 1582. 

Judges of the Tenth circuit: H. P. Morse, 
July 23, 1868; D. W Carroll, October 28, 1874+; 
T. F. Sorrells, October 31, 1874; J. M. Bradley, 
October 30, 1882; C. D. Wood. October 30, 1886. 
Prosecuting attorneys: J. McL. Barton, March 
29, 1869; H. King White, April 20, 1871; M. Me- 
Gehee, April 29, 1873; J. C. Barrow, October 31, 
1874; C. D. Woods, October 30, 1882: M. L. 
Hawkins, vice Woods, October 10, 1886: R. C. 
Fuller, October 30, 1888. 


Hieventh circuit—judges: 


J. W. Fox, April 


| 30, 1873; H. N. Hutton, July 24, 1874; John A. 


Williams, October 31, 1874; X. J. Pindall, Octo- 
ber 31, 1878; J. A. Willams (two terms), October 
30, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: H. M. McVeigh, 
April 26, 1878; Z. L. Wise, October 31, 1874; T. 
B. Martin, October 10, 1878; J. M. Elliott (five 
terms), October 10, 1880. 

Twelfth cireuit—judges: P. C. Dooley, April 
26, 1873; J. H. Rogers, April 20, 1877; R. B. 
Rutherford, October 2, 1882; John S. Little, Oeto- 
ber 20, 1886. Prosecuting attorneys: D. D. Leach, 
April 26, 1875; John 8. Little (three terms), April 
2, 1S77; A. C. Lewers (two terms), September 20, 
1884; J. B. MeDonough, October 30, 1888. 
Thirteenth circuit—judges: M. D. Kent, April 
1873; B. I*. Askew, October 30, 1882: CG. W. 
Smith, October 30. [S86. Prosecuting attorneys: 
W. C. Langford, April 26, 1873; W. F. Wallace, 
June 5, 1883; H. P. Snead (three terms), Octo- 
ber 30, 1SS+4. 

Fourteenth cireuit—judges: Greorge A. King- 
ston, April 26, 1873: R. H. Powell, May, 1887. 
Proseenting attorneys: Duane Thompson, Avril 
26, 1878; De Koss Bailey, May, 1887. 


26, 
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L. D. Belden was appointed judge of the Fif- | September 27, 1873; V. B. Shepard, April 30, 
teenth cirenit April 26, 1873, the prosecuting at- | 1S74. 
torney being G. G. Lotta, elected April 28, 1873. By an act of April 16, 1873, the State was di- 
Sixteenth circuit—judge: Elisha Mears, April | vided into sixteen judicial circuits, but two years 
26, 1873. Prosecuting attorneys: H. N. Withers, | later a reduction to eleven in number was made. 
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Tue LATE Civin WAR—ANALYTICAL VIEW OF THE TROUBLOUS TIMFkS-—-PASSAGE OF THE ORDINANCE OF 
SECESSION—THE CALL TO ARMS—THE Virst TROOPS TO TAKE THE FIELD—INVASION OF THE STATE 
BY THE FEDERAL ARMY—SKETCHES OF THE REGIMENTS—NAMES OF OFFICERS—OUTLINE OF 
FIELD OPERATIONS—CLAIBOURNE AND YELL—EXTRACTS FROM PrivatTe MEMo- 
RANDA--EVACUATION OF THE STATE—RE-OCCUPATION—THE WAR OF 1812— 
Tu MEXICAN WAR—STANDARD OF AMERICAN GENERALSHIP. 





CoO 


The cannon’s hush'd! nor drum nor clarion sound; 
Helmet and hauberk gleam upon the ground, 
Horsemen and horse lie weltering in their gore; 
Patriots are dead, and heroes dare no more; 

While solemnly the moonlight shrouds the plain, 

And lights the lurid features of the slain.—J/ontgomery. 







RKANSAS was not among 
the States that may be call- 


some way the vexed question of slavery, and then 
y voting a recess of the convention. When this 
=# ed leaders in inaugurating re-assembled war was upon the country, and the 
the late war. Jt only pass- ordinance of secession was passed, only, however, 

ed a secession ordinance after full discussion, pro and con. There was 
2s May 6, 1861, nearly a) but one vote against secession finally, and that was 





AV month after hostilities had = given by Isaac Murphy 





afterward the military 
commenced, and Lincoln had issued — governor of Arkansas. 

his call for 75,000 ninety-day troops Local authorities received instructions to arm 
‘*to put down the rebellion.’’ The re- and equip forty regiments of State troops. The 


luctanee with which the State finally | ruling minds of the State were averse to war, 
joined its sister States is manifested and resisted it until they were forced into the po- 
by the almost unanimous refusal of sition of siding with their neighbors or with the 


cu & the State convention, which met in Union cause. In the South, as in the North, 
MEX Mareh, 1S61—-the day Lincoln was in- there were inconsiderate hot-heads, who simply 


augurated—and nearly unanimously voted down wanted war for war’s sake—full of false pretexts, 
secession and passed a series of conservative resolu- but eager for war with or without a pretext. These 














4 tions, looking to a national convention to settle in extremists of each party were, unconsciously, per- 
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haps, but in fact, the two blades of the pair of 
scissors, to cut asunder the ties of the Union of 
States. 
the war, was the handiest pretext seized upon at 
the time, with such disastrous results. In the dis- 
pensations of heaven, had the fanatics of the North 
and the fire-eaters of the South been hung across 
the clothes-line, as a boy sometimes hangs cats, 
and left in holy peace to fight it out, what a bless- 
ing for mankind it would have been! 
The history of the late war cannot yet be writ- 
Its most profound effects are not yet evolved. 


Slavery, possibly not directly the cause of 


ten. 
The actual fighting ceased nearly a generation ago, 
and the cruel strife is spoken of as over. It is the 
effects that true history observes. The chronicler 
records the dates and statistics, and files these 
away for the future historian. 
able that there is no similar period in history 
where the truth will be so distorted as by him 
who tells ‘‘the story of the war.’’ 

Anyone can begin to see that there are many 
things now that were unknown before the war. 
Great changes are still being worked out, and 


It is highly prob- 


whether or not yet greater ones are to come, no one 
knows. The abolitionists thirty years ago hated 
the slave owners, —the slave holders loved slavery. 
The former thought to forever end slavery on this 
continent by liberating the slaves, and now the 
ounce alarmed slave owner has discovered that the 
great benefits of the abolition of slavery have been 
to the whites far more than to the blacks. 

There is little idea of what the real historian 
one hundred years from now will be compelled to 
say of these ‘‘ blessed times.’’ He will most prob- 
abiy smile in pity upon all this self-laudation and 
wild boast. If men could have known the effects 
to follow in all the important movements of peo- 
ples, it is highly probable there would have been no 
eivil war. Those who ‘‘sectionally hated’? may 
sleep quietly in their graves, because they died 
unconscious as to whether their supposed bloody 
revenge, driven hurtling at the enemy, was a bullet 
or a boomerang. 

The Southern individual may look with envy to 
the pension fund now being poured out in North- 
ern States, while, instead of this, he should only 


remember that the Southern soldier is making his 
It should not be for- 
gotten that the rapid development of the South is 


way unaided in the world. 


sadly in want of the constant labor of thousands of 
immigrants, and that the New South is just entering 
upon a period of surprising and wnexampled pros- 
perity, which certainly must continue, 

In Arkansas, as in Jllinois, when Fort Sumter 
was fired on, instantly there was a storm of excite- 
ment to ‘‘let slip the dogs of war.” Action took 
the place of argument. The best men inthe com- 
munity, those who had so long talked and pleaded 
against war, closed their mouths, and with sore 
hearts turned their eyes away from the sad outlook. 
The young and the inconsiderate seized the power 
to rule, and (though they knew it not) to ruin. 
Bells were rung, drums were beaten. and fifes made 
strident martial music, and people rushed into the 
streets. Open air meetings for the Confederate 
cause gathered, and songs and speeches inflamed 
the wildest passions of men. Poor men! they 
little recked the cruel fate into which they were 
plunging their couniry—not only themselves, but 
generations tocome. <A fifer and drummer march- 
ing along the streets, making harsh and discordant 
noises, were soon followed by crowds of- men, 
women and children. Volunteers were called for 
by embryo captains, and from these crowds were 
soon recruited squads to be erystallized into armies 
with heavy tramp and flying banners—the noisy 
prologue to one of the bloodiest tra 
time has ever rung up the curtain. 

The first official action of the State was that 


edies on which 


Co 
oD 


authorizing the raising and equipping of seven 
regiments. These were soon ready to report with 


full ranks. Seven regiments! Even after the 
war was well on foot. men were forming companies 
in hot haste, in fear that before they could reach 


And 


after they were mustered in and at their respective 


the field of action the war would be over. 


rendezvous, without uniforms and with stieks for 
guns, learning the rudiments of drill, they were 
restless, troubled serious!y with the fear that they 
The 
youths of the State had rushed to the reeruitiug sta- 


would never see or feel the glory of battle. 


tions with the eager thoughtlessness with which 
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they would have put down their names for picnic, 


hunting or fishing expeditions, and the wild delights | 


of a season of camp life. 
indistinct ideas of winning glory on the field and a 


Perhaps to some came 


triumphant return home, to be met by the happy | 
smniles of a people saved—when the bells would | 


ring and flowers be strewn in the highway. 

The seven regiments first authorized by the 
military board (the board consisting of the gov- 
ernor, Col. Sam W. Williams and Col. B. C. Tot- 





ten) had hardly been formed when more soldiers | 


were wanted. Ten additional regiments were 
authorized, and of the ten seven were recruited 
and organized. Fourteen infantry regiments be- 
sides the cavalry and artillery had been a strong 
demand on the people, but the calls for men were 
increased. 
infantry regiments were finally in the field. In- 
eluding cavalry and artillery, Arkansas had about 
25,000 volunteer soldiery. 


Then came the remcrseless conscription. The 
glamour of soldiering was now all gone. Ragged, 


hungry, wounded and worn with hard marches, 
men had suffered the touch of the hand of the 
angel of destruction. The relentless couscripting 
went on. The number of years before old age 
exempted was lengthened, and the age of youth 
exempting was shortened, until as said by Gen. 
Grant, they were ‘‘robbing the cradle and the 
grave’’ to recruit their decimated ranks in the 
army. 

There are no records now by which can be told 
the number of men Arkansas had in the Confeder- 
ate army, but it is supposed by those best informed 
to have had nearly 40,000. In addition to this the 
State furnished soldiers to the Union army. In 
the history of wars it is doubtful if there is anything 
to exceed this in the heroic sacrifices of any people. 

The original seven regiments were authorized 
as the first exuberant war expression of the State. 
They were State troops, armed and equipped by 
the State; but the fact is that the poorest men went 
into the army at their individual expense and armed 


and equipped themselves. This was the rule—not 


By voluntary enlistments twenty-one | 








> . . : | 

by men only who were fighting for their slave | 
) | 

property, but largely by men who had never owned | 


or expected to own a slave. When the Union army 





under Gen. Curtis was bearing down to invade Ar- | 
kansas, ten more regiments were authorized and | 
responded to this call, and seven additional regi- 
ments were raised and mustered into the State’s 
service. 

A military board had been provided for, con- 
sisting of three men, the governor and two advis- | 
ors, who had a general supervision in organizing | 
and equipping the army. | 





The first regiment raised in the State is known 
as the Pat Cleburneregiment. Patrick A. Cleburne, 
colonel, was soon made a general, and took his | 
brigade east of the Mississippi River. The gal- | 
lant and dashing leader was killed in the battle of | 
Franklin, November 30, 1864. At the first call 
to arms he raised a company and named it the Yell 
Rifles, of which he was first captain, and on the 
formation of the first regiment he became colonel, 
rising up and up by rapid promotions to a major- 
generalship. | 

The names of Yell and Pat Cleburne are en- 


| twined closely in the hearts of the people of Arkan- 


sas. Yeli was killed at the bloody battle of Buena 
Vista, Mexico, at the head of his charging column. 
The military lives and deaths of the two men were 
much alike. Their names and fames are secure in 
about Pat 
A Tipperary boy, of 
an excellent family, born in 1828, he had, when not 


history. There is a touch of romance 


Cleburne’s life in Arkansas. 


more than sixteen years of age, joined the English | 
army, where he was for more thana year before his 
whereabouts became known. His friends secured 
his release from the army, when he at once bade 
adieu to his native land and sailed for America. 
Stopping in 1849, a short time in Cincinnati, he 
was fora while a drug clerk. In 1859 he came 
to Helena, Ark., and engaged here also as a pre- 





scription clerk, in the meantime reading law: he 
In the 
bloody street affray soon after, between Hindman 


was made a licensed attorney in 1856. 


and Dorsey Rice, he was drawn into the fracas and 
was shot through the body by a brother of Rice's, 
who came upon the ground during the melée. The 
latter noticed the encounter, and seeing that Cle- 


burne stood at one side, pistol in band, tired. On 
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turning te see who had shot him, Cleburne saw Marshall’s and West’s; cavalry battalions, Chris- 
James Marriott, a brother-in-law of Dorsey Rice, man’s, Crawford’s, Hill’s, Witherspoon's; detached 
with pistol in hand, and under the mistake that companies, Brown’s, Coarser’s, Desha’s, Ranger's, | 
he was the assailant, shot him dead. Cleburne | Fitzwilliam’s, Miller's and Palme’s; regiments, | 
lingered a long time from his wound but finally | Carroll's, Dobbins’, Newton's; infantry, regiments | 
recovered. | from one to thirty-nine, inclusive. i] 
in the yellow fever scourge in Helena, in 1558, | Four-regiments of infantry of Federal recruits | | 
he was at one time about the only well person re- | were raised in Arkansas, the First commanded by | 
maining to care for the sick and dying. He wasa | Col. M. La Rue Harrison; the Fourth by Elisha | 
strict member of the church and for some years a | Baxter. The First Arkansas Light Artillery was . 
vestryman in St. John’s Episcopal Church, Helena. | 150 strong. The Arkansas Infantry Brigade was | 
He was engaged to wed Miss Tarleton, of Mobile, | under command of Col. James M. True. August 
when he fell upon the battle field, and the dead | 5, 1863, Adj’t- Gen. Thomas made a trip to the 
soldier lay upon the ground, with his arms folded | Southwest for the purpose of gathering in all the 
over his breast, as if even in death he would pro- | negroes possible by scouting bands, and to enlist | 
tect the sacred tokens of love that he wore next his | the able bodied men. The First Arkansas Battery 
heart. was commanded by Capt. Dent D. Stark, and the 
The military board elected two brigadier-gen- | First Arkansas Cavalry by Maj. J. J. Johnson. 
erals—James Yell and N. B. Pierce. The latter | The Second Arkansas Cavalry is mentioned. 
was sent to Northwestern Arkansas, where was | Lieut.-Col. E. J. Searle, authorized to raise the 
fought the first battle on Arkansas soil—Pea Ridge, | Third Arkansas Cavalry, reported 4090 strong. 
or as it is better known in the South, Elkhorn. The Fourth Arkansas Cavalry comprised nine | 
This was a severe engagement, and a decisive one. companies, commanded by Capt. W. A. Martin. 
There is yet some confusion in referring to the The Second end Third Arkansas colored in- | 
respective numbers of the Arkansas regiments. fantry regiments are mentioned, in addition to the | 
Gen. Pierce, supposing he had full power, gave Second and Third white regiments. | 
numbers Third, Fourth and Fifth to what the In the spring of 1861, the Richmond govern- 
board, the proper and only authority. designated ment authorized Col. 'T. B. Florrnoy to raise a reg- 
as numbers Second, Third and Yourth. The fol- | iment. Jt was collected in and about Little Rock 
lowing shows the board’s numbering and names | and Col. Fagan was elected commander. This 
of the colonels: | command went to Virginia. Gen. Churchill organ- 
First, Col. P. H. Cleburne; Second, Col. | ized the first regiment of cavalry. with rendezvous 
Gratiot; Third, Col. Dockery; Fourth, Col. Davis | at Little Rock. Gen. T. C. Hindman organized 
Walker; Fifth, Col. D. C. Cross; Sixth, Col. Lyon; | Hindman’s Legion. It consisted of infantry and 
Seventh, Col. Shaver; Eighth, Col. W. K. Patter- | cavalry and had fifteen companies. He took his 
son; Ninth, Col. John Roane; Tenth, Col. T. D. command east of the river. Under the direction of 
Merrick; Eleventh, Col. Jabez M. Smith; Twelfth, the military board Col. Rosey Carroli’s regiment 
Col. E. W. Gantt; Thirteenth, Col. J. C. Tappan; of cavalry was raised. The Second Arkansas Reg 
Fourteenth, Col. W. C. Mitchell, (never com- iment of Mounted Infantry was mustered at Osage 
pleted); Fifteenth,Col. Dawson; Seventeenth, Col. Springs, by Col. Dandridge MeRea. James MeIn 
G. W. Lamar, Lieut.-Col. Sam W. Williams. tosh became colonel and Capt. H. H. Brown, major. 
In the seraps of records now to be found there J. P. Eagle was first lieutenant-colonel and after- 
are mentioned as the different arms in the Confed- ward colonel. Col. MeIntosh was killed at Pea 
erate service of Arkansas men, in addition to those ; Ridge, but had been promoted a brigadier-general 
above given, the following: Light artillery, Hill’s; ; a few days before his death. N 
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batteries, Blocher’s, Brown’s, Etter’s, Hughey’s, 
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the most of them that were preserved until after 
the war being now in Washington, and the pass- 
ing away of so many of the prominent participants, 
and a common fault of human memory, make it 





well-nigh impossible to gather for permanent form 
any satisfactory roster of the different Confederate 
No 
Arkansan so far, which is much to be regretted, 
has attempted to write a history of the State in 
the civil struggle. 

Gov. J. P. Eagle happened to keep dupli- 
cates of certain reports he made while in the ser- 


commands or the order of their organization. 


vice, and discovered them recently where they had 
been laid away and forgotten among old papers. 
Fortunately when he made the reports the idea 
occurred to him to keep a copy for himself, that | 
some day he might look over them and be inter- | 
ested. 

‘*This is a list of the killed and wounded in my 
regiment,’’ he remarked, ‘‘the Second Arkansas, | 
from May 8 to August 31, 1864, and the other is a 
report of the same from November 26, 1564. to 
March 21, 1865.’’ 

The Second Arkansas at the beginning of the 
war was a mounted regiment, commanded by Col. 
James McIntosh. It was dismounted early in the | 
conflict. Col. McIntosh was promoted to the rank 
of brigadier-general in the spring of 1862. He | 
led his brigade bravely into the heaviest fighting 
at the battle of Elkhorn (Pea Ridge), where he 
was killed. He was succeeded by Col. Embry, 
who was soon after succeeded by Col. Flannagin, 
‘War Governor’? of Arkansas. | 
Flannagin was succeeded by Col. James William- 
son, who lost a leg at the battle of Resaca, Ga., 
May 14, 1864. Col. J. T. Smith then became | 
colonel. He was killed July 25 following, in the | 
fight at Lick Skillet Road, and J. P. Eagle, now 
Col, 
Eagle had been wounded at Moore’s Mills, and at 
the time of his promotion was not with the famous 


afterwards the 





governor of Arkansas, became colonel. 


wotil the 
regiment was consolidated with other regiments 


regiment. He remained in command 
and the whole formed into one regiment, with Col. 


H. G. Bunn commanding. 


Goy. Eagle became 
lieutenant-colonel and George Wells, major. 





' northwest of Arkansas for some time. 


The battle of Elkhorn checked the advance of 
Curtis’ army into Arkansas, and the Federals re- 
mained hovering in the southwest of Missouri and 
Immedi- 
ately after the fight Van Dorn’s forces were with- 
drawn and taken cast of the Mississippi to resist 
the Federal advance down the river to Vicksburg. 
Gen. T. C. Hindman returned and took command 
of the Confederates in Arkansas and established 
headquarters at Little Rock and slightly fortitied 
the place. 

Gen. Curtis then moved withthe Federal army 
down the valley of White River, acting in con- 
junction with the river fleet, and when he reached 
Cotton Plant a flank attack was made on his army 
and the battle of Cotton Plant was fought. The 
Confederates were repulsed, and Curtis moved on 
and took possession of Helena, the Confederates 
Northern 
were then in the possession of the Union army. 


retiring. and Northeastern Arkansas 
The Federals were in the possession of the Missis- 
sippi down to a point just above Vicksburg. The 
Confederates made a futile effort to re-capture 
Helena, July 4, 1863, but heavy rains, swollen 
streams and impassable roads thwarted every 
move. 

June 2, 1862, Gov. Rector issued the following: 

“Tt being essential that but one military organization 
shall exist within the Trans- Mississippi department. all 
Arkansas troops are hereby transferred to the Confeder- 
ate service.” (Signed) H. M. Recror, 

Gov. & Prest. Mil. Board. 

The authorities at Richmond, as well as in the 
Trans- Mississippi district, were anxiously awaiting 
news of the war steamer, ‘*Arkansas,’’ then build- 
ing up the mouth of Red River. June 2, 1862, 
she steamed out of that river and passed the fleet 
guarding the river for the purpose of capturing the 
rebel steamer. The attempt and success in run- 
ning the fiery gauntlet was one of the most exciting 
Proudly 


the vessel kept on her course, sending volleys into 


scenes ever witnessed on western rivers. 


every vessel to the right and left, and at nearly 
every turn of her wheels encountering new enemies. 
A Federal surgeon of the Union tleet said that 


wonderful trip of the ‘‘tArkansas’’ reminded him 
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of the Irishman’s advice on going into the ‘‘ free 
fight?’ — The 
Confederate reports say two Federal gun-boats 
were captured and others disabled. | 

August 7, following, the ‘‘Arkansas,’’ when five 
miles above Baton Rouge on her way down the 
river, again encountered Federal gun-boats. Her 
machinery being disabled, after she had fought 


‘‘wherever you see a head hit it.”’ 


escaped.’ | 

‘January 3, 1863 Gen. J. M. Schofield wrote to 
Gen. Curtis, from Fayetteville, Ark.: ‘* The oper- | 
ations of the army since I left it have been a series | 
of blunders, from which it narrowly escaped dis- 
aster * * At Prairie Grove (fought in Decem- 
ber, 1862) Blunt and Herron were badly beaten in 
detail and owed their escape to a false report of 
my arrival with re-enforcements. It now is 
revealed that Hindman did not know the extent | 
of his victory, but supposed he was about to be > 
overwhelmed by the enemy. Thus the two armies 
were as secretly as possible running away from | 
each other. 

July 13, 1863, Gen. E. Kirby Smith wrote from 
Shreveport, headquarters of the Trans- Mississippi 
district, to Govs. Thomas C. Reynolds, F. R. Lub- 
bock, H. Flannagin and Thomas O. Moore, calling 
on these, as the heads of their respective States, to 
meet him at Marshall, Tex., August 15, following: 
“‘T have attempted to impartially survey the field 
of my labor. * * 


9 


I found on my arrival the 
headquarters of Arkansas Little 
Rock. * * Vicksburg has fallen. The enemy 
possesses the key to this department. * *% The 
possession of the Mississippi River by the enemy 
cuts off this department from all communication 


with Richmond, consequently we must be self- 
x * 


district at 





sustaining, and self-reliant im every respect. 
With God’s help and yours I will cheerfully 
grapple with the difficulties that surround us,’ ete. | 


This was a gloomy but a correct view of the | 
| 


situation west of the Mississippi River after the 
fall of Vicksburg. | 
On January 11, 1863, from Helena, Gen. Fiske | 
reported to Washington: ** Found Gorman actively 
organizing expedition to go up White River to | 
| 





| the 


| they made their slow advance. 


co-operate with Gen. McClernand on Arkansas 
River. Twenty-five transports are waiting the 
signal to start.” . 

Prom ‘‘ Prairie Landing, twenty-five miles up 
Arkansas, January 13, 1863,’’ Amos F. Eno, sec- 
retary pro tem of Arkansas and adjutant-general, 
telegraphed Staunton: ‘‘ Left Helena on 11th, and 
took with me books and papers of office of military 
government of Arkansas.”’ _ 

January 14, 1863, the Federals captured St. 
Charles, the Confederates evacuating the day before. 

January 18, Gen. W. A. Gorman oceupied 
Devall’s Bluff, which the Confederates had also 
evacuated. 

These captures and evacuations were the pre- 
liminary movements looking toward Little Rock, 
the Federals clearing out the small outposts, and 
the Confederates gathering in their forces. 

On August 5, 1863, Gen. Frederick Steele 
*‘assumed the command of the army to take the 
field from Helena, and advance upon Little Rock.’’ 

In his order for movement mention is made of 
under 
commandof Gen. J. W. Davidson; Second division 
—Highteenth, Forty-third, Fifty-fourth, Sixty- 
first, One Hundred and Sixth, and One Hundred 
and Twenty-sixth regiments, Illinois Infantry; 
Twelfth Michigan, Twenty-second Ohio, Twenty. 
Third Fortieth 
Towa aud Forty-third Indiana Infantry regiments; 
Third division—Twenty-ninth, Thirty-third and 
Thirty-sixth Iowa, Forty-third Indiana, Twenty- 
eighth Wisconsin, and Seventy-first Ohio Infantry 
regiments; and the Fifth Kansas, First Indiana 


following: First division— cavalry 


seventh Wisconsin, Minnesota, 


| Cavalry, and a brigade under Col. Powell Clayton. 


Four batteries of field pieces—five wagons to each 
regiment; 160 rounds of ammunition, 40 rounds to 
each cartridge-box; 400 rounds to each piece of 
artillery, and sixty days’ rations for the whole 
army, were the supplies granted these forces. 
Gen. Steele was ocenpied in the expedition 
from Helena to Little Rock, from August 5 to Sep. 
Davidson 
had to scour the country to the right and left as 


tember 10. The cavalry under Gen. 


Twelve miles east 
of Little Rock, at Bayou Meta bridge, was a heavy 
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| 
skirmish, indeed, a regular battle, being the first They think that Price had based his idea of the 
serious effort to check the Federal adyanee upon | enemy’s numbers by allowing the usual propor. 
the capital. Again there was heavy fighting six tion of armies of infantry and artillery to cavalry. | 
miles east of Little Rock, at what is now the | They believe’ also that the Confederates at Little 
Brugman place. Here Confederate Col. Coffee, | Rock at the evacuation had between 11.000 and | 
of Texas, was killed. This was the last stand 12,000 men present—not the number for duty— | 
made in defense of the city, and in a short time | basing this upon the number of rations issued | 
Davidson’s cavalry appeared in Argenta, and | that day. | 
trained their field pieces on the city, and fired a | After the occupation of Little Rock the Federals 
few shots, when the place was surrendered by the ' dominated all that portion of the State north and 
civil authorities, September 10, 1863. The Con- | east of the Arkansas River, and yet their actual 
federates had evacuated but a few hours before occupied posts were the only grounds over which 
the Federal cavalry were galloping through the Confederate rangers were not frequently roving 
streets, and posting sentinels here-and there. , with impunity. 
There was no confusion, no disorder, and none | The Confederates exercised ruling power all | 
of the usual crimes of war under similar ecireum- south and west of the Ouachita River, and for quite i 
stances. In an hour after Gen. Steele was in a while the territory between the Arzansas and | 
possession of the city he had it under strict con- Ouachita Rivers was a kind of ‘‘No Man’s Land” 
trol, and order prevailed. Gen. Reynolds was put so far as the armies were concerned. 
in command of Little Rock.* Steele early in 1864, having been re-enforced, 
The Confederates wisely retreated to Arkadel- began to move on Arkadelphia. Price retreated to 
phia. They were pursued by the Federals as far Camden, where the Confederates had several fac- | 
as Malvern, but no captures were made and no | tories for the manufacture of war materials. 
heavy skirmishing occurred. | Price made a stand against Steele and fought 
It is said that Price evacuated Little Rock un. | the battle of Prairie D’Ann. but there was noth- 
der the impression that his force was far inferior ing decisive in this engagement, although it was 
to that of Gen. Steele. Those who were Confeder- a severe one. Price withdrew and fell back on 
ate officers and in Little Rock now believe that his | Rondo, in the southwest corner of the State. 
force was equal at least in numbers to Steele’s, | In the meantime Banks’ expedition was as- 
| . - > rap ATETVCP © 
*Abstract from consclidated tri-monthly report of the aria ace pena ria es ene Poxcahe Emite H 
Army of Arkansas, Maj.-Gen. Frederick Steele command- between Banks and Steele, and destroy the Con- | 
ing, for September 10, 1863; headquarters, Little Rock: federate army. Price and Gen. Dick Taylor did H 
eee — = ss a = / not wait for Banks, but met and overwhelmingly | 
. “aay. 2 | defeated him. Having defeated Bauks, they turned 
Command. 3 and gave Steele battle at Jenkins’ Ferry, and de- 
a feated him. This was the great and decisive bat- 
2 tle of the Trans-Mississippi district. 
ee ea. vie Rishach mt ‘, Steele retreated and fell back on Little Rock, 
Second Division (Englemanns ....... 140) 2.047 2.990] 6I885)., | his superior generalship being shown in extrieat- 
Third Division (Rice)... QBN, GS3h PO Gles ad OOimMes.. ihe ‘ 4 : ‘ 
Infantry Brigade (True).... $9, 1,796 2,250] 2825 g | Ing his badly crippled army and saving it on the 
Cavalry Brigade (Clayton).. BO, 445 136 1,200} 5 ¢ 
Artillery (Hayden)... 2h Es inguae o7, "84 23) Withdrawal. 
ALI oN, sohbisiaiesniuan lahahen ares ais os OF "ait — The Federal expeditions were well planned for 
: GN ata, tccnas hes eal Be isi. i} “bageing’ the whole Confederate Trans- Mississippi 
Gen Price had not made a mistake of the comparative | @tmy, but the vicissitudes of war ordained other- 
wrensth of the two armies. “The commissary informs | wise, Banks’ expedition and its overwhelming mis. | 


ratious—full number. 








fortunes ruined him as a military man throughout 
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the North, while the brilliant successes of Price 
raised the hopes of the Confederacy. Some, how- 
ever, still criticise. 

Price failed to follow up his advantage and 
either destroy or capture Steele’s entire army. 
Had he fully known the condition of affairs at 
Richmond possibly he might have adopted that 
course. The Federals were confined within their 
fortified posts and Confederate bands were again 
scouring over the State. ’ 

Price, losing no time, then started on his raid 
back into Missouri to carry out his long cherished 
hope of re-possessing that State. The history of 
that raid and the dissolution and end of the Con- 
federacy are a familiar part of the country’s 
history. 

Other wars than that mentioned have occupied 
the attention of people of this section. though 
perhaps not to such an extent as the great civil 
strife. 
to the War of 1812, and the State becomes con- 
nected with that struggle chiefly because Archibald 
Yell, the brave young hero, was at the battle of 
New Orleans, and afterward became one of the most 
prominent citizens of Arkansas. 
North Carolina, in August, 1797, and consequently 
was but fifteen years of age when the second war 
with England began. But the lad then and there 
won the inalienable friendship of Gen. Jackson, 

Arkansas acquired no little fame in the Mexican 
War, chiefly, however, through the gallantry and 
death of Gov. Yell, the leader of the Arkansas 
When troops were called for in the year 


There were not people in Arkansas to eo 
oD 


He was born in 


forces. 
1846, in the war with Mexico, Yell was a member 
of Congress. 
and he was asked to take the command, and obedi- 


A regiment of cavalry was raised 


ent to this request he promptly resigned his seat 
to assume leadership. Albert Pike was a captain 
in the regiment. 

At the battle of Buena Vista, on February 22, 
1847, Yell led his cavalry command in one of the 
In 


his enthusiasm he spurred on his horse far in 


most desperate charges in the annals of war. 
advance of his men. He was charging the enemy, 
which outnumbered his foree more than five to 


one. He reached the ranks of the enemy almost 

















alone, and raising himself in the saddle commenced 
to slash right and left, totally unmindful that it 
was one against thousands. Just as the foremost of 
his men came up he was run through the body and 
killed. William A. L. Throckmorton, of Fayette- 
ville, it is agreed, was the first to reach the side 
and catch the falling form of his loved leader. Mr. 
Throckmorton says he saw the man who gave the 
fatal thrust and quickly killed him, thus avenging 
so far as the wretched greaser’s life could go the 
life of as gallant and noble a knight as ever re- 
sponded to bugle call. 
lier, great in peace, superb in war. 
trusty followers in any of the walks of life, death 
alone could check him, nothing could conquer him. 

After the war was over the government brought 


He was the dashing cava- 
Leading hi 


his remains and delivered them to his friends in 
Fayetteville, his home, who lovingly deposited 
them beneath the cold white marble shaft which 
speaks his fame. The burial ceremony occurred 
August 3, 1847, and a vast concourse of people, 
the humblest and highest in the State, were the 
sincere and deep mourners on the occasion. 

Arkansas won everlasting laurels through its 
gallant soldiers in the Mexican War. 

Omitting all reference to the Revolutionary 
War, there are conclusions to be drawn from the 
wars our countrymen have been engaged in since 
the days when Gen. Jackson was the national hevo. 
None of these were significant enough to be used 
by the philosophic historian from which to draw 
conclusions as to the character of modern or 
contemporary Americans as warriors, or their dis- 
tinguishing characteristics as a warlike nation 
The late Civil War, however, furnishes a wide and 
ample field for such investigation. An impartial 
view of the late struggle presents first of all this 
remarkable fact. In by far the longest and great- 
est war of modern times, neither side has given 
the age a great captain, as some call greatness, 
though one furnished Grant, the other, Lee, both 
men without a superior; whilst in the ranks and 
among the sub-commands, no battles in history 
are at all comparable for excellence and superior 
On 
both sides there were any number of great field 


soldiership to those of the great Civil War. 
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commanders, as great as ever drew a sword. But 
they received orders, did not give them, and in 
the execution of orders never were excelled. Lee, 
Grant, Hancock, Johnston, 
Sheridan and hundreds of others on both sides, to 
the humblest in the ranks, were immortal types of 
the soldier in the field. 
Napoleon’s marsials—given a command or order 
they would risk life itself to execute it. But on 
neither side was there the least exhibition of the 
qualities of a Napoleon or Von Moltke. 

Napoleon was his own secretary of war, gov- 
ernment, cabinet, and commander in the field, and 
for this very reason, ke was Von Moltke’s inferior 


Jackson, Sherman, 


These men were lke 


as a great commander, whose genius saw the weak 


point, the point of victory on the map of the 


enemy’s country, and struck it with a quick and | 


decisive blow. 

Our Civil War and the Franco-German War 
were closely together in time. War was hardly over 
Any 
student of German history who has studied the 
German-Prussian war, can not but know that Von 
Moltke was the pre-eminent captain in all the his- 
tories of wars. 


in Amevica when it conmenced in Europe. 


Had Washington or Richmond had 
his peer at the commencement of our struggle, the 
high probabilities are that the war would have 
been over before the first twelve months had ex- 
pired. 

In war, it is a fact, that it is the strategy be- 
fore the armies meet in battle array which decides 


the struggle. It is only thus that one man can 








| 


become more powerful than a million with guns in 
their hands. It is in this sense—this application 
of that a com- 
battles and decides victories. He 


conquers enemies, not by drawing his swerd, but, 


of the science modern warfare, 


mander wias 


studying his maps in his quiet den when others 
sleep, he directs the movements of his armies and 
leaves the details of the actual fight to others. Je 
is indifferent to the actual fighting pavt of it, be- 
cause he has settled all that long beforehand by 
his orders. 

In all actual battles, as was testified by the 
Federal commanders hefore Congress about the 
battle of Gettysburg, if victory 1s not organized 
beforehand, ali is chance, uncertainty, and both 
armies are little else thau headless mobs—ignorant 
of whether they are whipping or being whipped. 
The field commander may save the day and tur: 
the tide and gain a victory, but what is it after all. 
—so many mea killed and captured on either side, 
and then recruited up, and rested a little, only to 
repeat the bloody carnage cesin and again. 

Let it be assumed that the absence of great mil- 
itary genius on both sides is the highest compli- 
ment that ean be paid to American civilization. War 
is barbarism. The higher civilization wil! eradi- 
cate all practical knowledge of the brutality of 
Then there will be 
no wars, save that of truth upon the false—intelli- 
gence upon ignorance 


warfare from men’s minds. 
Tlow vrandty divine will 
be, not only the great leaders in this holy struggle 
for victory, but the humblest of all privates! 
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PUBLIC ENTERPRISES—-THE REAL ESTATE BANK OF ARKANSAS—-STATE ROADS AND OTHER HIGHWAYS— 
THE MiLirary ROADS—NAVIGATION WITHIN THE STATE FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO THE 


PRESENT—DECADENCE OF STATE NAVIGATION—STEAMBOAT 


LACING— ACCIDENTS TO 


Boats—THeE Risk AND GROWTH OF THE RAILROAD SYSTEMS—A SKETCH 


OF THE DIFFERENT LINES—OTIIER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS. 


From the blessings they bestow 
Our times are dated, and our eras move.—Prior. 


“HE first session of the new 
State legislature, 
other acts, incorporated the 
State Bank, and as if fur- 
ther determined to show 
that the legislature was at 
least in the front in those 
days of wild-cat bank enterprises, 


among 






34 
res 


b wl aa 


proceeded to make money cheap 
and all rich by incorporating the 
celebrated Real Estate Bank of 
Already John Law's 
Mississippi bubble had been for- 


Arkansas. 


gotten—the old continental money 
and the many other distressing 
instances of those eruel but fas- 
cinating fictions of attempts to 


make eredits wealth. No statesman inthe world’s 


history has ever yet made an approach to the 
accomplishment of such an impossibility, and still 
nearly all financial legislation is founded upon 
State and national banks have 
been the alluring wilJ-o’-the-wisps in this per- 
sistent folly. 
government that becomes a money-changer soon 


this basie idea. 
All experience teaches that the 


becomes the powerful robber, and the places of 
just rulers are filled with tax bandits—there the 


lordly rulers are banditti, and the people the most 
wretched of slaves. 

The State Bank was, as were all such institu- 
tions of that day in any of the States, demoraliz- 
ing in the financial affairs of the people, encourag- 
ing extravagance and debt, and deceiving men with 


_ the appearances of wealth to their ultimate ruin. 


_ tion. 


The Real Estate Bank, 
was for the purpose of Joaning money on real 


as its name indicates, 
estate security. Up to that time the American 
farmer had not learned to base his efforts upon any- 
thing except his labor. To produce something and 
sell it was the whole horizon of his financial educa- 


If, while his crop was maturing, he needed 


_ subsistence he went to his merchant and bought 


It was 
an evil hour when he was tempted to become a 
Yet there 
which the loans on real estate resulted in enabling 


the fewest possible necessities on credit. 


speculator. were some instances in 


men to make finely improved cotton plantations.’ 


But the rule was to get people in debt aud at the 
The 


bank could collect no money, and the real estate 


same time exhaust the cash in the bank. 


owner was struggling under mortgages he could 


not pay. Both lender and borrower were sufferers, 


and the double intliction was upon them of a publie 


and individual indebtedness. The Real Estate 
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Bank made an assignment in 1842, and for years 


was the source of much litigation. It practically 


ceased to do business years before it had its doors | 


closed and was wound up, and the titles to such 
lands as it had become the possessor of passed to 
the State. 

The old State Bank building, in front of the 
State house, is the only reminder of the institution 
which promised so much and did so little for the 
public. The old building is after the style of all 
such buildings—a low, two-story brick or stone, 
with huge Corinthian columns in front, having 


stone steps to ascend to the first floor. Similar 


structures can be found in Illinois, Missouri and , 


all the Western and Southern States. The one in 
Little Rock is unsightly and gloomy and does little 
else but cumber the ground. It is in the way, ow- 
ing to a difficulty in the title, of such a modern 
and elegant building as would be in keeping with 
the rapidly advancing and beautiful ‘* City of 
Roses.”’ 

‘Roads and highways have always occupied pub- 
lic consideration. Being so crossed with rivers 
passing from the west toward the Mississippi 
River, the early settlers all over the confines of this 
State passed up the streams and for some time 
used these as the only needed highways. In the 
course of time they began to have bridle-paths 
crossing from settlement to settlement. 

The United States military road from Western 
Missouri passed through Arkansas and led on to 
Shreveport, La. This extended through Hast- 
ern Arkansas, and Arkansas Post was an import- 
ant point on the route. 
partially cut out early in the nineteenth century. 
A monthly mail proceeded over the route on horse- 
back, the mail rider generally being able to carry 
the mail in his pocket. 

A trail at first was the road from the mouth of 
the White River to Arkansas Post. This portage 
soon became a highway, as much of the business 


It was surveyed and 





and travel for the Post was landed at the mouth of | 


White River and transported across to the Red 
River. 

In 1821 Congress authorized the survey and 
opening of a public highway from Memphis. via 





Little Rock, to Fort Smith. The work was com- 
This was the first highway of 


The other routes 


pleted in 1823. 
any importance in the Territory. 
mentioned above were nothing more than trails, or 
bridle-paths. A weekly mail between Little Rock 
and Memphis was established in 1529. 

In 1832 a government road leading on a di- 
rect line from Little Rock to Batesville was cut 
out, and the Indians removed from Georgia were 
brought by water to the capital and taken over 
this road. At that time it was the best pubhie 
course as well as the longest in the State, and be- 
came in time the main traveled road from the 
northern part of the State to its center. 

Arkansas was settled sparsely along the Missis- 
sippi River some years before Fulton invented the 
steamboat. The first steamboat ever upon western 
waters passed down that river in the latter part 
of 1811—the ‘‘ Orleans,’’ Capt. Roosevelt. 

The Indians had their light cedar bark canoes, 
and were remarkably expert in handling them. 
These were so light that the squaws could carry 
them on their backs, and in their expeditions in 
ascending the streams frequently saved much time 
by traveling across the great bends of the river 
and carrying their conveyances. Of course in going 
with the current, they kept the stream, skimming 
over the waters with great speed. At one time the 
migratory Indians at stated seasons followed the 
buffalo from the Dakotas to the Gulf, the buffalo 
remaining near, and the Indians on the streams. 
The latter the 
herds and at certain points make forays upon 
them and so keep an abundant supply of meat. 
The buffalo had the curious habit of indulging 


could thus out-travel immense 


in long stops when they came to a large river in 
their course, as if dreading to take to the water 
and swim across. They would gather on the bank 
of the river at the selected crossing-place, and 
after having devoured everything near at hand 
and hunger began to pinch, would collect into a 


close circle and begin to move, circling round 


bn) 
and round, the inside ones ever crowding the out- 
This 


side ones closer and closer to the water. 


continued until some one, crowded into the deep 


water, had to make the plunge, when all followed. 
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These animals when attacked by other animals, 
or when danger threatened, formed in a compact 
circle, with the cows and calves on the inside and 
the bulls on the outer ring. 
there was nothing in the line of beasts that dared 
molest them. 


In this battle array 


The white man came and to the canoe he added 
| the skiff, the pirogue, the raft, the keel boat and 
the flat boat. 
and that was down stream always, and when its 


The raft never made but one trip 


| destination was reached it was sold to be converted 
into lumber. Other water crafts could be hauled 
back by long tow lines. men walking on the banks 
and pulling them up stream. 
living who can remember when this was the only 
The younger people of 
this generation can form no adequate idea of the 
severity of the toil and the suffering necessarily in- 
volved in the long trips then made by these hardy 
pioneers. 
to procure the sunple commodities of life at such 
hard sacrifices, by such endurance, they would do 
without them, and go back to fig leaves and nuts 
and roots for subsistence. 

When Fulton and Livingston had successfully 
navigated their boat from Pittsburg to New Or- 
leans, they made the claim of a sort of royal patent 


There are those now 


mode of river navigation. 


If the people of to-day were compelled 


and its tributaries. This claim was put forth in 
well as a serious one for the courts, when these 
claimants arrested Captain Shreve upon his arrival 
in New Orleans with his boat, and carried him be- 
fore the court to answer in damages for navi- 
gating by steam the river that belonged to them 
as the first steam navigators. 
dent indicates how little even the inventor of the 
steamboat appreciated of what vast importance to 
To 
him and his friend it was but a small personal 
right or perquisite—a licensed monopoly, out of 


This curious inci- 





civilization his noble invention really was. 


which they could make a few dollars, and when 
they passed away probably the invention too would 
die and be forgotten. How infinitely greater had 
the noble, immortal originator builded than he 


knew! The revolving paddies of the steamboat 

















| rying his first freights in a pirogue. 








to the exclusive navigation of the Mississippi River | 


perfect good faith and it was a new question as | 





were but the wheels now whirling so rapidly be- 
neath the flying railroad trains over the civilized 
world. 
leans,’’ have evolved the great steamships, iron-clad 


From this strange, rude craft, the ‘* Qr- 


war vessels, and the palatial steamboats plying the 
inland waters wherever man’s wants or Inxuries 
are to be supplied. The genius and glory of such 
men as I°ulton belong to no age, much less to 
themselves—they and theirs are a part of the world, 
for all time. 

In 1812 Jacob Barkman opened np a river 
trade between Arkadelphia and New Orleans, car- 
It took six 
months to make a round trip. He conveyed to New 
Orleans bear skins and oil, pelts. and tallow se- 
cured from wild cattle, of which there were a great 
many; these animals had originally been brought 
to the country by the Spaniards and French, and 
had strayed away, and increased into great herds, 
being as wild and nearly as fleet as the deer. He 
brought back sugar, coffee, powder, lead, flints, 
copperas, camphor, cotton and wool cards, ete., 
and soon after embarking was able to own his 
negro crews. He purchased the steamboat ‘* Dime’ 
and became one of the most extensive and enter- 
prising men inthe State. With his boat he ascended 
rivers, and purchased the cotton, owning his cargo, 
for areturn trip. 

In 1819, James Miller, the first governor of the 
Territory. and a military suite of twenty persons, 
embarked at Pittsburg in the United States keel- 
The trip 
occupied seventy days, reaching the point of desti- 


boat, ‘‘ Arkansas,’’ for Arkansas Post. 


nation January 1, 1820. It was difficult to tell 
which excited the greatest curiosity among the 
natives—the new governor or the keel-boat. 

The flood-tide of 
reached its highest wave soon after the close of the 


western river navigation 


late war. The Mississippi River and tributaries 
were crowded with craft, and the wharves of cities 
and towns along the banks were lined with some 
of the finest boats ever built, all freighted to the 
Build- 


ers vied with each other in turning out the most 


water’s edge and crowded with passengers. 


magnificent floaters, fitted with every elegance and 


luxury money could procure. The main point after 





























































i 
PA it J =e 8 tet emt: ancestry sy pec at A LC TT IE EAI TT 

ee caren ; wh 7 " 

q BARA SO VenOeaet 
1 ) 3 

| an an es 

\ P . t 

en th I t oe spe etal in wre fyes wets 3a oie ehorecenee ee picker al bacamttn pens alent 


ty yovo peeked fascrrbieet geergh odd tea Seaacpeenerey mh ate Trenarsot frouee Fonte), 7 

wi ein dhe. angiwee ahht ano. .blaaw Proven etobeniit extih ate asian, Laity, 20g, pry 
beta cident berg orld bovtore eved.| eae qari, ol tod: add al eth aatwo wld pb 
wlowater 1% sii twit etanad Jo desi ond ne atom: on 


ity ry! 


nye SRV att eds a6 ie Ley ony fri 


ee 


wuinirenl 10 Set ace Tovoiabet aeeoy fyurashint Lie 
ura to Vrohy bow apie “a4 halfigoie de ol e198 pean work dchintexentd ot deere yr tos rest: wtid 
i 3 Anony some Ga ab “yytichodl pK ir, dk art bvvtae chant nd igo odd dtia-acki coanggsttg, old 
ivow edt to meg fata wtiedd bas rodi—wanleenrsd? | qari ae, daseh, raya wares, That elt 
| oiota th wok | otk dey has anew ls scenes le owob ae 
hay _ a 1 ecw ix autyptl eves i af Gb | haw eaeey EOD, nel ah hitiox ae de boidlgagt, aan 


——— 






| tes page get pe etal tatu Joh aovetitod aba Rovira sap bisge eitwin wiew ‘asd fO ¥ 
rie Hood HE. argo tie at aha dete, yates vol asssel ‘gal WO gitishine pois .paail shi are. 
wat ot boxers ott Ajnt teenie, Gelente ie aabheist.') Seti we vila arn wt sane Spe 
+ (tay Bus tiog Ji6 Dus, aatde compel egaaliO | a nape ank-angd atid avadhy Wad orites 18% 
| soesy, 1 wae etodt douby to. itsoblipn mes fies | to olquen NaBmany watt agadagiteta sorts, 
| gate ied vilecigie dadiminanees oust ptoee add i piGtalaapeba wer acol sa coisa 
ban aay bes ab bhunase fie yal gat ymbat fom oO? Of | oe eine eagle y eiptronttane eds Bern fied alt to 
| Foal deere cde Dovmsvoud Bde. \gewia ieqyanda bed la ind aed alergt ods ey ynol old. a 
oF ca9h off as tool an wv teed Bae Slew aw Qube. 4 Septhenp vena y invorwe “rede iat tA mlaynoy, oud thi. 
\ gait hel jolv-oy jostled wage doa tibguord | dows Yaoi ta eanivhoraas alg tte oda ae 
49 afore foow fun -sedioo: SROURpaIRS 2a¥igoo ob dilimer ratlt ocmntiius dome yl pees 2) 
if wad od of ow oniduvdun® wdia aco Bap | pit pee wrest? doad og axa cond 
ait petente ond byway aare-OT gH | { goaateiadne wha 
| sins ban oview=ten duos ol To.oso- nied fru | so Rhea have gntbtitten, hail nenepmivit bos nodle'D 
abucnno eu tench opel die 3? ete old od dasa witariy sf) wat oF ¥ cate! accent stack sion sO3E 
| avgeso ead Mies OT (it hoa have. esr reine lavas Mentor i he asusls, quid ebynics od i 
et cautiiet 6 0b, 19 rit iepeyiee else nels te. noi Qty ROA 
x | gd) to Vedrevoy tea ot rhtihE aoa PLAt al ti length Sen SE” apn antl’ aniandiat 8 
aero yond Tue 4 Soe wetter cian iomiel 48 Bolts NOR % akg a Soe sini? boog 3 
lacy wadni@ hoetin adt at verrsttaats sl, i6 ithnedl ute apacht giaceat Pratt i and io). ~oatee- HOLTHS & ab 
oi} @iT  otee®h enanmbs qo penanaik Jjiod | evra att ay ont avons? mipdyes > bataaran, f 
} Heal to daion eld pantoaer tah initia | [A garoree vl srtel batetny Baan; ha d pit sloiw astnalsO:: 
| “fed oi “Sapo wear dh A ernment CET it “rea iy pei he at wrens. oo. rae 


ni) acute. Whraniee dee ay hey Lelie abou 
| trortlaedl odd ro ioieenmerdty, Wine erie Ravn | akeeni sarod sa. mateiinnn. path) 
' goctReQey ae ovr. gIneow te shit Bwott ot | edd: tor ses laine abt DAs nigel aad me t 
| alt fo swale salt sie Geom HARM, deodgid eli imisret ' of wasters pene truiw to buiwineegest, 40g 
| esiahidrat fae rowel iqqqivaieetll GWT sew odal ISS na lines nouirii oligos aid: oi 
‘gaitin to aarwihe wet Lust jinx align babwors sasw | I fpescarangy Bone w tad vam th ban 
| verte aii Denil ete Pree ie aid goods aio bea | Th, dio. Ainqomnsse frraaooll p—oal 

att fvatibsginetl ils Jiwd wre edted teomi odd 40 - nde ‘bitte eal ani 8, va 
hig | eymenasiy die hobwein Ban aghe 4 end ea ; | 
‘dessin odt sue spmurmet pi ‘esditer fea bien bores | 
hae souppaten qoure itive tealilli’ nih subtree » sa at 


‘ide matte ates sini al 








* 
KR a - 
7 oma 


OE ees 











‘anything to make steam. 











HISTORY 


OF 


ARKANSAS. 





elegance, in which they rivaled most, was the speed 
of their respective craft. From the close of the 
war to 1570, steamboating was the overshadowing 
Of the boats of this 
era, some will go into history, noted for their 
fleetness, but unlike the fleet horses of history, 
they could not leave their strain in immortal de- 


business on western waters. 


scendants, rivaling their celebrated feats. Racing 


between boats that happened to come together on 


the river was common, and sometimes reckless 
and dangerous, as well as exciting. Occasionally 


a couple of ‘‘tubs,’’ as the boys called a slow 
boat, engaged in a race and away they would go, 
running for hours side by side, the stokers all 
the time piling in the most inflammable material 
they could lay hands on, especially pine knots and 
fat bacon, until the eager flames 
of the long chimney tops; and it was often told 
that the captain, rather than fall behind in the 
race, would seat a darkey on the end of the lever 
of the safety valve, and at the same time scream 
at the stokers to pile on the bacon, pine knots, oil, 
Roustabouts, officers, 


poured out 


crew and passengers were all as wildly excited as 
the captain, and as utterly regardless of dangers. 
From such recklessness accidents of course did hap- 
pen, but it is wonderful there were so few. 

Not infrequently commanders would regularly 
eugage beforehand for a race of their boats; fixing 
the day and time and as regularly preparing their 
vessels as a jockey trains and grooms his race-horse. 
The two most noted contests of this kind on the 
Mississippi River were, first, in the early times, 
between the ‘‘Shotwell’’ and ‘‘ Eclipse,”’ 
Louisville to New Orleans. The next and greatest 
of all was just at the time of the commencement of 
the decline in steamboating, between the steamers 
“Robert EK. Lee’’ and ‘‘ Natchez,’’ from New Or- 
leans to St. Louis. The speed, the handling of 
these boats, the record they mado, have never been 


from 


equaled and probably never will be, unless steam- 
boating is revived by some new invention. The 
race last mentioned took place in LS6S, 

Fearful steamboat calamities, from explosions 
and from fires, like the awful railroad accidents, 


have marked the era of steam navigation, 





several citizens as passengers. 


' the country. 


The most disastrous in history occurred in 1860, 
in the loss of the ‘‘Sultana,’’ on the Mississippi, a 
few miles above Memphis, a part of the navigable 
waters of Arkansas. The boat was on her way up 
stream from New Orleans laden principally with 
soldiers, some of them with their families, and 
There were 2,330 
A little after 
midnight the sudden and awful explosion of the 
tearing the boat to pieces, 
Over 2,000 peo- 


passengers and crew on the vessel. 


boilers came, literally 
after which the wreck took fire. 
ple perished. 

The early decline 
kept even pace with the building of railroads over 


of the steamboat industry 


Main lines of railroads were soon 


_ built, the streams being used as natural road beds 


's and mountains. In passing 


through the rock hil o 
over the country in trains one will now often see 


| the flowing river close to the railroad track on one 





| 
| 


hand, when from the opposite window the high 
rock mountain wall may almost be touched. Then, 
too, the large towns were along the navigable riv- 
ers, lakes and ocean. The sage conclusion of the 
philosopher when he went out to look at the world, 
aud was impressed with the curious coincidence 
that the rivers ran so close by the big towns, is a 
trite one: A great convenience to those who used 


| water. 


the 


Work was com- 


The first railroad built in Arkansas was 
Memphis & Little Rock Railroad. 
menced with the intention of first constructing it 
from Little Rock to Devall’s. Blutf, on White 
River, whence passengers might proceed by boat 
to Memphis. of the 
line and finished in 1859, the next year being 
extended to St. Francis River, and thén in 1860 
completed to the river opposite Memphis. When 
the Federal army took possession of the Mississippi 


It was started at both ends 


River, and their forces began to possess the north- 
eastern portion of the State, the Confederates as 
they retired toward Little Rock destroyed the road 
and burned the bridges. Indeed. when the war 
ended in 1865, Arkansas was without a mile of 
‘allroad. Soon after the war closed the road was 
rebuilt and put in operation, and for some time 


was the only one in the State. 
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The next was the old Cairo & Fulton Railroad, 
now the St. & Southern 
Road. It was organized in 1853, and in 1854-00 
obtained a large Congressional land grant in aid 


Louis, Iron “lountain 


of the enterprise, and built first from Fulton to 
Beebe, in 1872; it was completed to Texarkana 
in 1873, and soon came to be the most important 
line in the State. 
don to Camden, was completed in 1882. The Mem- 


The Camden branch, from Gur- 


phis branch, from Bald Knob to Memphis, ninety- 


OF 


ARKANSAS. 








three miles, was finished and the first passenger | 


train passed over the line May 10, 1888. The 
branch from Newport to Cushman, a distance of 
The Helena 
branch, from Noble to Helena, 140 miles, was com- 
pleted in 1882. 

The main line of the St. Louis & Iron Moun- 
tain Railroad enters the State on the north, at 
Moark (combination for Missouri and Arkansas), 
and passes out at Texarkana (combination for 
Arkansas and Texas). 
two points is 305 miles. 

The first section of the St. Louis, Arkansas & 
Texas Railroad, from Clarendon to Jonesboro, was 
built in 1882, and the next year completed to Tex- 
arkana. 
a standard gauge in 1SS6. 
for some time was Cairo, where it made its St. 
Louis connection over the St. Louis & Cairo Nar- 
row Gauge Road, now astandard, anda part of the 
Mobile & Ohio system. The Magnolia branch of 
this road runs from MeNeal to Magnolia, about 
twenty miles, and was built in 1855. The Althei- 
mer branch, from Altheimer to Little 
constructed and commenced operation in 1SS8. 
The main line of this road enters the State from 
the north in Clay County, on the St. Francis River, 


forty-six miles, was built in 1882. 


The distance between these 


It was built as a narrow gauge and made 
Its northern terminus 


tock, was 


penetrating into Texas at Texarkana. 

The Little Rock, Mississippi River & Texas 
Railroad, now in course of construction, is a much 
needed road from Little Rock to Pine Blutf, on to 
Warren and Mississippi, and will form an important 
outlet for Arkansas toward the Gulf. This was 
built from Arkansas City to Pine Bluff, and then 
completed to Little Rock in ISSO, 

The Pine Bluff & Swan 


Lake Railroad was 


built in 1885, 
runs between the points indicated by its name. 


It is twenty-six miles long, and 


The Arkansas Midland Railroad, from Helena 
to Clarendon, was built as a narrow gauge and 
changed to a standard read in 1886. 

The Batesville & Brinkley Railroad is laid as 
It was changed in 1588 to a 
standard gauge, and is now in course of construc- 


far as Jacksonport. 


tion on to Batesville. 

The Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis Rail- 
road enters the State at Mammoth Spring, and 
runs to West Memphis. Its original name was 
Kansas City, Springfield & Memphis Railroad. It 
now is a main line from Kansas City to Birming- 
ham, Ala. 

Work was commenced on the Little Rock & 
Fort Smith Railroad in 1871 at Littie Rock, and 
built to Ozark; later it was finished to Van Buren, 


_ there using a transfer, and was completed to Fort 








Smith. 

The Hot Springs Railroad, from Malvern, on the 
main line of the Iron Mountain Railroad, to Hot 
Springs, was built and is owned by ‘‘ Diamond 
Joe’’ Reynolds. 
1874. 

The line of the St. Louis & San Francisco Rail- 
road passes near the west line of Arkansas adjacert 
to Fort Smith. There is a branch road of this 
line from Jensen to Manstield, sixteen miles long. 

It looks a little as though the sponsor for the 
name of the Ultima Thule, Arkadelphia & Missis- 
sippi Railroad intended to use the name for a main 
track through the State. It was built in 1887 for 
the use of the Arkadelphia Lumber Company. 


Operations were commenced in 


Iureka Springs branch runs from Seligman to Eu- 
reka Springs. 
to Bentonville. Still ancther, extending from Fay- 
etteville to St. Paul, is thirty-five miles in length. 
The branch from Fayetteville is now in course of 


Another branch goes from Rogers 


building. 

The Russellville & Dardanelle Railroad is four 
miles long, extending from the south bank of the 
Arkansas River to Russellville. 

The Southwestern, Arkansas & Indian Terri- 
tory Railroad indicates that there is nothing in a 
name, as this road is but twenty-seven miles long, 
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running from Southland to Okolona on the west, | making preparations to build in the near future, 

and aiso extending east from the main line. ' Charters for nearly 100 routes in the State have 
A line is being surveyed and steps actively | been secured since 1585. There is not only plenty 

taken to build a road from Kansas City to Little | of room, buta great necessity for yet hundreds of 

Rock, which is to cross the Boston Mountains near | miles of new roads here. They will greatly facili- 

the head waters of White River. tate the development of the immense resources of 
Several other important lines are at this time | this favored locality. 
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THE COUNTIES OF THE STATE—THEIR FORMATION AND CHANGES OF BOUNDARY LINES, E1C.—THEIN 
COUNTY SEATS AND OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST CONCERNING THEM—DEFUNCT COUNTIES— NEW 
COUNTIES—POPULATION OF ALL THE COUNTIES OF THE STATE AT EVERY GENERAL CENSUS. 
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Not chaos-like, together crush’d and bruised; 

But as the world, harmoniously confused: 

Where order in variety we sce, 

And where, though all things differ, they agree.— Pope. 
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|. * ERHAPS to many, no more 


_ kansas and Pulaski October 13, 1827: line between 
interesting subject in the | Arkansas and Phillips defined November 21, 1829: 
history of the State can be | boundaries detined November 7, 1536. County 
presented than that refer- | seat, De Witt; first county seat, Arkansas 
ring to the name, organiza- | site Arkansas Post. 
Ashley, formed November 30, 1848, named for 
| Hon. Chester Ashley, who died a United States 
research has brought forth the fol- | Senator; line between Chicot changed January 14, 
lowing facts presented in a concise, | 1861. County seat, Hamburg. 
| Baxter, March 24, 1873; line between Izard and 
Arkansas County was formed Fulton defined October 16, 1875; line between 
December 13, 1813. As the first Marion changed March 9, 1881. County seat. 
municipal formation within the | Mountain Home. 





Oppo- 
ee tion, ete., of each county | 
“hb er “ 
“fl within its limits. Careful 


but accurate manner: 


boundary of the State, in Lower Mis- | Benton, September 30, 1836, named in honor 
sourl Territory, it was first a parish | of Hon. Thomas H. Benton. County seat, Ben- 
under Spanish rule and then under _ tonville. 

French. October 23, 1821, a part | Boone, April 9, 1869; named for Daniel 
of Phillips County was added to it: the line be- | Boone; line between Marion detined December “. 
tween Pulaski and Arkansas was changed October | 1875. Harrison, county seat. 

30, 1823; Quapaw Purchase divided between Ar- | Bradley, December 1S, IS40: part of Calhoun 
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attached October 19, 1862; part restored to Ashley 
County January 1, 1859. Warren, county seat. 
Calhoun, December 6, 1850; named for John 


November 19, 1862. County seat, Hampton. 
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October 27, 1827; line between Pulaski and Con- 
way defined October 20, 1825; part of Indian pur- 


_ chase added October 22, 1828; line between Con- 
C. Calhoun; part added to Union and Bradley | 


Carroll, November 1, 1833; named in honor of | 


the signer of the declaration; boundary defined 


December 14, 1838; line between Madison defined | 


January, 11, 1843, and again January 20, 1848; 


line between Marion defined December 18, 1$46; | 


line between Madison defined December 29, 185+, 
and again January 16, 1857; part of Madison 
attached April $, 1869. Berryville, county seat. 

Chicot, October 25, 1823; boundary defined 
November 2, 1835; part attached to Drew Decem- 
ber 21, 1846; line between Ashley changed 


January 19, 1861; line between Drew changed | 


November 30, 1875; line changed between Desha 
February 10, 1879. Lake Village, county seat. 
Clark, December 15, 1818, while Lower Mis- 
souri Territory; named in honor of Goy. Clark, 
of Missouri; the line between Pulaski and Clark, 
changed October 30, 1823; divided November 2, 





1829; line between Hot Springs and Dallas changed | 


April 3, 1868; line between Pike defined April 


22, 1873; line between Montgomery changed April | 


24, 1873; line between Pike changed March 8, 
1887. Arkadelphia, county seat. 

Clay, March 24, 1873; named for Henry Clay. 
This county, formed as Clayton County, was changed 
to Clay on December 6, 1875. The act of March 
24, 1873, changed the boundaries of a large num- 
ber of counties. Boydsville and Corning, county 
seats. 

Cleburne, formed February 20, 


in honor of Gen. Patrick A. Cleburne. Heber is 
the county seat. 

Cleveland, formed in 1885; named for President 
Cleveland; was formed as Dorsey County. Toledo, 
county seat. 

Columbia, December 17, 1552; part of Union 
County added December 21, 1555; line between 
Nevada defined April 19, 1878. Magnolia, county 
seat, s 


Conway, December 7, 1825; named after the 
noted Conways; the northeast boundary defined 


way, Pulaski and Independence detined November 
5, 1831; part added to Pope January 6, 1553: 
part added to White January 11, 1855; act of 
March, 1873; line between Pope defined May 25, 
1874. County seat, Morriliton. 

Craighead, formed February 19, 1800. 
boro, county seat. 


Jones- 


October 18, 1820; 
changed October 380, 1823; divided and county 
of Lovely established October 13, 1827; part of 
the Cherokee Country attached to, October 22, 
1828; boundary defined December 18, 1837; line 
between Scott detined; line between Washington 
defined November 24, 1846; line between Frank- 
lin defined March 4, 1875; line changed between 
Washington March 9, 1881. 
seat. 

Crittenden, October 22, 1825; named for Rob- 
ert Crittenden; St. Francis River declared to be 
the line between St. Francis and Crittenden Coun- 
ties November, 1831; portion attached to Missis- 
sippi County January, 1861; act, March, 1873. 
Marion, county seat. 

Cross, November 15, 1862, 1866, 1873. 


Crawford, 


boundary was 


Van Buren, county 


Witts- 


_ burg, the county seat. 


1883; named | 


Hot 
Prince- 


1845; line between 
Springs and Clark changed April 3, 1869. 
ton the county seat. 

Desha, December 12, 1838; named for Hon. 
Ben Desha; portion attached to Drew January 21, 
1861; part of Chicot attached February 10, 1879; 
also of Lincoln, March 10, 1879. 
county seat. 

Drew, November 26, 1846; part Chicot attached 
December 21, 1846; part of Desha attached Jan- 
uary 21, 1861; Mareh, 1873; line between Chicot 
changed November 30, 1875. 
seat. 

Faulkner, April 12, 1873; line detined Decem- 
7, ISvo. Conway, county seat. 

Franklin, 19, 1837; line between 
Johnson detined December 14, 1833; line between 
Crawford defined March 4, 1875. Ozark,county seat. 


Dallas, January 1, 


Arkansas City, 


Monticello, county 


December 
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Fulton, December 21, 1842; part attached to | 


Marion County January 18, 1855; part of Law- 


rence attached January 18, 1855, March, 1873; | 


line between Baxter and Izard defined February 
16, 1875. County seat, Salem. 

Garland, April 5, 1573; named after Gov. 
A. H. Garland. Hot Springs, county seat. 

Grant, February 4, 1569. 
seat. 

Greene, November 5, 1833; act March, 1873. 
Paragould, county seat. 

Hempstead, December 15, 1818, when this 
was Lower Missouri Territory; Lafayette County 
carved out of this territory October 15, 1827; line 
between Pike defined December 14, 1838. Wash- 
ington, county seat. 

Hot Spring, November 2, 1829; certain lands 
attached to March 2, 1858; Montgomery taken cut 
of December 9, 1842; line between Saline defined 
December 23, 1846; line between Montgomery 
changed December 27, 1848; line between Saline 
changed February 19, 1859, and changed again 
January 10, 1861; line between Clark and Dallas 
changed April 3, 1869; March, 1873. Malvern, 
county seat. 

Howard, April 17, 1873. 
Point. 

Independence, October 20, 1820; part of east- 
ern boundary defined October 30, 1823; Izard 
County formed of October 27, 1825; part of Inde- 
pendence added October 22, 1825; line between 
Independence and Izard defined November 5, 1831; 
line between Independence and Conway, November 
5, 1831; between Independence and Jackson, No- 
vember 8, 1836; between Izard February 21, 1838; 
December 14, 1840; Lawrence changed December 


Sheridan, county 


County seat, Centre 


26,1840; March, 1873; Sharp County defined Feb- | 


ruary 11, 1875. Batesville, county seat. 
Izard, October 27, 1825; 
line extended October 13, 1827; part of the Indian 
purchase added October 22, 1828; between Inde- 
pendence and Izard defined November 5, 1831; 
between Conway and Izard, November 5, 1831; 
southern boundary established November 11, 18388 
line between Independence defined February 21, 


1838, and December 14+, 1838, and December 21, 
6 


wal | Se 


western boundary | 


1840; western boundary line defined December 24, 
| 1840, March, 1873; between Baxter and Fulton 
| defined February 16, 1875; between Sharp changed 
Mareh 9, $S77. 

Jackson, November 5, 


Melbourne, county seat. 

1829; Hine between In- 
dependence defined November 8, 1536; part of 
St. Francis attached January 10, 1891. 
port, county seat. 

Jefferson, November 2, 1829; boundaries de- 
fined November 38, 1831, and again October 29, 
1836; line changed between Lincoln and Desha 
March 20, 1879. 


Johnson, November 


Jackson- 


Pine Bluff, county seat. 

16, 1833; southern line 
| defined November 3, 1835; east line defined Octo- 
ber 5, 1836; line between Franklin defined Decem- 
ber 14, 1838, 1848; between Pope February 19, 
| 1859, again March 27, 1S71; line between Pope 
re-established cn March 6, 1875; between Pope 
changed March 9, 1877. Clarksville, county seat. 

Lafayette, October 15, 1827: the line between 
| Union defined November 26, 1846. 
| county seat. 

Lawrence, on January 15, 1815, while Lower 
| Missouri Territory; east line defined October 30, 
1823; between Independence changed December 
20, 1840; pdrt attached to Fulton January 18, 
1855; part attached to Randolph January 18, 
1861; nearly half the county cut off the west side 
to form Sharp County, 1868. 
seat. 

Lee, April 17, 1873. Marianna, county seat. 

Lincoln, March 28, 1871; part transferred to 
Desha County, March 10, 1879. 
seat. 

Little River, March 5, 1867. 
county seat. 

Logan, originally Sarber County, March 22, 
1871; amended, February 27. 1873; changed to 
Logan, December 14, 1875; line between Scott 
changed, March 21, 1SS1. Paris, county seat. 

Lonoke, April 16, 1878; named for the lone 
oak tree, by simply spelling phonetically —the 
suggestion of the chief engineer of the Cairo & 
Fulton Railroad. 


Lewisville, 


Powhatan, county 


Star City, county 


Richmond is the 


Line between Prairie defined 
November 30, 1875, and again, December 7, 1875. 





' Lonoke, county seat. 
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‘Yell defined January 2, 





a. 











HISTORY OF 


Lovely, October 13, 1827; abolished October | 


17, 1828. 

Madison, September 30, 1836; west boandary 
changed on November 26, 1838; between Carroll 
defined January 11, 1843, and again January 20, 
1843, 1846; between Newton, December 21, 1S45; 


between Carroll, April 8, 1869. Huntsville, county | 


seat. 
Marion, September 25, 1836; originally Searcy 
County; changed to Marion, September 29, 1836 


west boundary defined November 18,1537; between 
Carroll detined December 18, 1846; part of Fulton 
attached January 18, 1855; between Van Bureu 
and Searcy detined January 20, 1855, and March, 
1873; line between Boone defined December 9, 
1875; line between Baxter changed March 9, 1881. 
Yellville, county seat. 

Miller, April 1, 1S20; the greater portions fell 
within the limits of Texas; county abolished there- 
fore, 1836; re-established, December 22, 1874, and 
eastern boundary extended. Texarkana,county seat. 

Mississippi, November 1, 1833, 1859; portion 
of Crittenden attached, January 18, 1861. Osceola, 
county seat. 

Monroe, November 2, 1829; bouidaries defined 
December 25, 1540; line between Prairie changed 
December 7, 1850; line changed April 12, 1869, 
March, 1873, April, 1878, and May 27, 1874. 
Clarendon, county seat. 

Montgomery, December 9, 1842; line between 
i840; Perry, 
December 23, 1846; between Perry re-established 
December 21, 1848; between Hot Spring changed 
December 27, 1848: between Polk changed Feb- 
ruary 7,1859, March, 1873; between Clark changed 


between 


April 24, 1873; line between Pike defined Decem- 


ber 16, 1874. Mount Ida, county seat. 


_aski, Saline and Montgomery 


ARKANSAS. 





Perry, December 18, 1840; line between Pul- 
defined December 


23, 1546; old line between Montgomery re-estab- 


| lished December 21,1548. Perryville, county seat. 





_ between Clark defined March 8, 1877. 


Phillips, May 1, 1820; part attached to Arkan- 
sas County October 23, 1881; 
defined October 30, 1823; act to divide and create 
Crittenden County October 22, 1825; divided and 


west boundary 


| St. Francis County created October 13, 1827; line 
| between Arkansas County defined November 21, 
(Searey County created out of December 13, 1838): | 


1828, 1840, March, 1873. Helena, county seat. 

Pike, November 1, 1833; line between Sevier 
defined November 10,1533; between Hempstead, 
December 14, 1838; between Clark, April 22, 
1873; between Montgomery, December 16, 1874; 
Murfrees- 
horo, county seat. 

Poinsett, February 
burg, county seat. 

Polk, November 30, 
gomery changed February 7, 1859; part of Sebas- 
tian County added by ordinance of convention, 
June 1, 1861. Dallas, county seat. 

Pope, November 2, 1829; part added to Yell 
January 5, 1853; part of Conway attached Janu- 
ary 6, 1853; line between Newton, January 10, 
1858; part of Van Buren attached January 12, 
1858; between Van Buren defined February 17%, 
1859; between Johnson, October 19, 1859, March, 
27, 1871; between Conway, May 28, 1874; between 
Johnson re-established March 6, 1875; 
Johnson changed March 9, 1877. 
seat. 

Prairie, 


28, 1838, 1859. Harris- 


1S44; line between Mont- 


between 
Dover, county 


October 25, 1846; between Pulaski 
changed December 30, 1848; between Monroe 


_ changed December 7, 1850; line changed April 12, 


Nevada, March 20, 1S71; line between Colum. 


bia defined April 10, 1878. — Prescott, county seat. 
14, 1842; line between 
Madison defined December 21,1848; between Pope 
January 10, 1853. 


Newton, December 


Jasper, county seat. 


* Ouachita, November 20, IS42; line between 
Union changed January 6, 1853. Camden, county 
seat. 


1869; between White detined April 17, 1873; line 
changed April 26, 1873, May 27, 1874; between 
Lonoke changed November 30, 1875; separated 
into two districts, 15S. Devall’s Bluff, county 
seat. 

Pulaski, December 15, 1818, while a part of 
Lower Missouri Territory; line between Arkansas 
and Pulaski October 30, 1823: between Clark 
changed October 80, 1825; divided October 20, 
1825; Quapaw Purchase divided—Arkansas and 
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Pulaski, October 13, 1827; northwest boundary 


defined October 23, JS27; between Pulaski and | 


Conway, October 20, 1528; line between Saline 
defined February 25, 1838, December 14, 1838; 
between White changed February 3,1843; between 
Saline defined December 21, 1846; between Perry 
defined Decomber 23, 1846; 
changed December 30, 1548; between Saline de- 
fined April 12, 1873; again, December 7, 1876. 
Little Rock, county seat. 

Randolph, October 29, 1835; part of Lawrence 
attached January 18, 1864, March, 1873. 
hontas, county seat. 

Saline, November 2, 1835; boundaries defined 
November 5, 1836; between Pulaski, February 25, 
1838, December 14, 1838, December 21, 1846; be- 
tween Hot Spring, December 23, 1816, February 
19, 1859, January 19,1861; between Pulaski, April 
12, 1873, December 17, 1875. 
seat. 

Scott, November 5, 1833; boundaries defined 
October 24, 1835; between Crawford, December 
16, 1838; part of Sebastian attached by conven- 
tion June 1, 1861; line between Logan changed 
March 21, 1873. Waldron, county seat. 

Searcy, November 9, 1835; boundaries 
September 26, 1836; name changed to 
September 29, 1856; county created out of 
December 13, 1853S; between Van Buren 
October 2, 1853; between Van Buren and 
defined October 20, 1855, March, 1873. 
county seat. 

Sebastian, January 6, 1851; part attached to 
Seott and Polk by the convention June 1, 1861. 
Fort Smith and Greenwood, county seats. 

Sevier, October 17, 1828; boundaries detined 
November 8, 1833; between Pike, November 15, 


between Prairie 


Poca- 


Benton, county 


defined 
Marion 
Marion 
defined 
Marion 
Marshall, 


1833; southeast boundary defined October 29, 
1836. Loeckesburg, county seat. 


Sharp, July 1S, 1868; act March 3, 1873; be- 
tween Independence defined February 11, 1875; 





) 
| 
{ 





line between Izard changed March 9, 1877, 1883. 
Evening Shade, county seat. 

St. October 13, 1827; St. Francis 
River declared boundary line between Crittenden 
November 3, 1831; part attached to Jackson Jan- 
uary 1, 1851, March, 1873. 
seat. 


francis, 


Forrest City, county 


Stone, April 21, 1873. Mountain View, county 
seat. 

Union, November 2, 1829; boundaries defined 
5, 1836; Lafayette, 
November 26,1846; line between Ouachita changed 
January 6, 1853; part added to Columbia, Decem- 
ber 21, 1851; part of Calhoun attached October 
19, 1862. El Dorado, county seat. 

Van Buren, November 11. 1833; boundaries 
defined November 4, 1835; part attached to Pope 
January 12, 1803; between Searey and Marion 
defined January 20, 1855; between Pope defined 
February 17, 1859. Clinton, county seat. 

Washington, October 17, 1828; certain lands 
declared to be in Washington County October 26, 
1831; line between Crawford defined November 
24, 1846; line changed between Crawford March 
8, 1883. Fayetteville. county seat. 

White, October 23, 1835; line between Pulaski 
changed February 8, 1843; part of Conway at- 
tached January 11, 1853; line between Prairie 
defined April 17, 1878. Searey, county seat. 

Woodruff, November 26, 1862; but vote, in 


November line between 


pursuance to ordinance of conventions 1861, 1866, 
1869; line changed April 26, 1878. 
county seat. 

Yell, December 5, 1840; northern boundary, 


Augusta, 


| December 21, 1840; lune between Montsomery. 
January 2, 1845; part Pope attached January 6, 


1858. Danville and Dardanelle, county seats. 
The following table will prove valuable for 

comparison in noting the growth in population 

of the counties throughout the State in the varions 


decades from their organization: 
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AGGREGATE POPULATION BY COUNTIES. 





| ' i ' { \ 
Counties in 1880 | 1870 | 1860 » 1859 | 1840 | 1830 | 1820 1810 Gounitesaa 
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1880 1870} 1860 1850 1840 | 1830 1820) 180 











the State. | 


meee | ieee eee eee meer ae ; the State. 
|892,525 484,471 435,450 209,97 97,574) .0,388 14,255, 1,062 


| 802,525: 484,471) 435,450 209,897 97,574] 30,388 14,255) 1,062 
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Arkansas........-| 8,038) 8,238 | 8,884 | 1,426 | 1,260 11,062 || Lee «01... scccceee| 13,288 |. le Na ceaesanrhirua Sana See xassoneeee oes lapesenies 
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Baxter. salt SOSOOF Nee eesesctéllic j ‘) Little River..... | 6,403 
Benton. ..| 20,327 | 18,831 . | Logan....... | 14,885 |. 
Boone... 112,146} 7,032}. | Lonoke.. .| 12,146 }.. 
Bradley.. 6.285 8,646 + | Madison «| 11,455 
Calhoun.. «| 5,671} 3,853 eal . || Marion.. 
Carroll.. | 131337 | 5,780 | 4,617 | . |! Miller... 
Chicot.. 1031174 07,214 | 5,115.) 3,8 1 she | Mississipp 
Clark...... | 4,07 1,040. Monroe....... 
G@laly.-<32. | Montgomery 
Columbia Nevada.... 
Conway.. ' Newton, 
Craighead......... a! | Ouachita.. 
Craw ford......--0 B heads cuiel ~ || POXry...0«. 
Crittenden....... 9,415 | te | Phillips. 
CTOSSieeice\nccneseee | LOD | Pike...... 
Dallas 6, | Poinsett 
Desha 8) | Polk... Ferereren tee 
Dorsey. iS TOMntus Sess cvevasescay lcovaclacece| dewassess lex osexveshieacssaseyse' | Pope........ “ | 2,t50 
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Frenklin, 4,95 . || Randolph 11,724! 7,466 
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W207 ......000 +-| 10,857 | 6,806} 7,215 Union... | 13,419 1 2.889 
Jackson.. 10,877 | 7,268 | 10,493 Van Buren,......) 9,565 2,864}1518]... 
Jeiterson. 22,886 | 15,733 Washington....... 23,584 | 9,970} 7,148 | 5.18 
Jobuson.. 1365! 9,152 White..........00---( 17,794 1 10.347)! 2,619! 920)... 

5 9.139 | Woodruff. 8.046 6981 eed eae Re 
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EpuCcATION—THE MENTAL TYPE CONSIDERED—TERRITORIAL SCHOOLS, LAWS AND FUNDS—CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROVISIONS FoR EDUCATION—LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS—PROGRESS SINCE THE WAR—THE STATE 
SUPERINTENDENTS—STATISTICS—APEKANSAS LITERATURE—THE ARKANSAW TRAVELER. 


Delightful task! to rear the tender thought, 

To teach the young idea how to shoot; 

To pour the fresh instructions o’er the mind, 

To breathe th’ enlivening spirit, and to fix 

The generous purpose in the glowing breast.— Thomson. 






we, RE is one subject 
at least in the economic 
institutions of our country 
where men do not divide 
on political lines. To the 
historian it is a restful 
and refreshing oasis in 
the arid desert. From 
the Canadas to the Gulf commun- 
ities and States earnestly vie with 
each other in the establishment of 
the best publie schools. The pres- 
ent generation hus nearly supplant- 
ed the former great universities 
with the free public high schools. 
A generation ago the Sonth sent its 
boys to the North to school; the 
North sent its boys to the old universities of Europe. 
Oxford and Heidelburg received the sons of ambi- 
tious, wealthy Americans of the North, while Yale, 
Harvard and Jefferson Colleges were each the alina 
mater of many of the youths of the South. The 
rivalry in the schools between the two sections at 
that time was not intense, but the educated young 
men of the South met in sharpest rivalry in the 
halls of Congress the typical Northern man. As 
the highest types of the North and the South in 











active political life may be placed Thomas Jeffer- 
son and Daniel Webster. In peace or in war the 
differences in the intellectual advancement of the 
The 
disadvantage the South met was the natural ten- 
dency to produce an aristocratic class in the com- 
munity. 


two sections were more imaginary than real. 


Cotton and the negro were impediments 
in the Southern States that clogged the way to the 
advancement of the masses. They retarded the 
building of great institutions of learning as well as 
the erection of large manufactories. This applied 
fxr more to collegiate education than to the com- 
mon or public school system. The Southern man 
who was able to send his children away from his 
State to school realized that he gave them two ad- 
vantages over keeping them at home; he aided 
them in avoiding negro contact and association, 
and provided the advantage of a better knowledge 
of different peoples in different sections. 

Arkansas may have lagged somewhat in the 
cause of education in the past, but to-day, though 
young as a State, it is far in advance of many older 
communities who are disposed to boast greatly of 
their achievements in this direction. 

When still a Territory the subject of education 
Mareh 
the State seventy-two 


received wise and considerate attention. 


2, 1827, Congress gave 











re 





1 a Sl sen ma He pn 


8 eS ernie dpe 


Fi PRA ETA, 


att Pn tO ani ty, 


Stagg witigghndd nor ws, bale built 
ve redhat Yr “i petit Gy spesry ety Rays a. 
bala’ ett y's srcotroutdend sizer i) titog WT ; 
: gh ot ue nia) 1 on ste tie "eh otiegnd Git A ate 
‘ onenont omit wdiely stir ot okay sue eT ; ; 


weitel ommod? beoulig ool Yet ol heonifoy aviton 


eis iw ai 10 seseq al obese IT isha buts poe 


et? Yo Josrcooessbs isndnolloiag-olt ai pane - 


ibd) YosoBeet aed ier ana geoe- ed 
ATi Gd eaw dog iheppertt ais eubtaanias 

suit of rele olowniaing an aiahoug of coco 
Saaunberte mer oyeneed) Bim wav  ptiteu 
fot vaw ole heyeols tidy aptgde mrodhoo® oft ai 
2d? Belonioy gall’ osu guid iho’ tess rha 





Gomelio «hohe em to wasihdl ied 





1 


‘t ea so tel le moitowis ouht 


t ayarbinort 5447 fhe i 2 loo ifozx, oblenmeg he AO 


sent yes noah Tivd> aid fides od olds ap water | 


ha ow) work) avg on aah fig sigot ledassed atte te 


bahia od jou fa geil? gctiggaoa YOO  exyeloury 


nolaooens has daigoy cagom qyatbiovas ai suits | 


spbalwood wetied « to opstnevba-odt bebivoigy haa 7 


wioitoga teershil wi ealqooq dnote to. |’ j = tule to pabe acd heviesyt gindiabieH b 
| ola olider alter adi to sonotvonel 4 


aif vi tilwowes hegysl vrad yo apeotih, 


—_ rahe) ind geog odd of copseuhe te onto | 
obi newt to nana ci-eb abt otete nan duweg | 
to ¢Dewre “tewod ot Kasei — Hultisyrtasion | ty st ‘ 


Poe: Sasa anit a8 < 


vere eee Veep erp Stemagey = serge gre a cae nail 


I, 2oibait a 


MX. Aaa Ae® 
m% | Ae ee 

1 i i ’ ; : ” F 
iAMOrrTninet—-eaviy DT ata evil secs A ADLOTELIAT otra TARY WHET tat an 


TATE OMT SAA any aie area rr ret SONA AN Resta read sot BM 
ALLS A MP When AA, ET eid ea nee Bia ioe i CCAR ARAN 


ctunens gh i enol an 


ot gsdl ooheuhe on of exon 414% iF 







































i * 
cee m+ 


a i AW Ae he ye te 





borane vets ait Et be 


uti cro HO NO. auteil\ivstieat 
ebivih dow ob senr, iwesiha 
wie? gage lankiitiny iH) 
fe Ttade ua a fi macioiaid | 
Of sbepe mahuvaeries | hicne 
worl dyaah Bins edi 
avTaoy Sa wiht Ob eaipue alt 
a Gi “Ytedating entptc hin exist 
de tenia le! tateo oot of todo doa _ 
ave adl't dfn whe silberey decd aclt 
Jjosiiqne things ted aoliswasig tne 
autem rie hang Hourtel edd fre 
divedon unt arielay aett ont Hii. 
ai how FiO a Ores dolatomy A 
ait jlowite oF Mig oil of eyod 
_eqonindl Yo eaitiaioy ian. Pogdt of avitind 



















bird ite eb foe 18 c 





























































Ajo - 8} J 
eo z : = oe a 
94 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 
= | on 
sections of land for the purpose of establishing | of manual labor schools. It went to the extent of | 
‘a seminary of learning.’’? A supplemental act | appropriating a sum of money for the purchase of | 
was passed by Congress, June 25, 18536, one week | text-books. This was a long step in advance of | 
after it became a State, offering certain propo- | any other portion of the country at that time. To | 
sitions for acceptance or rejection: 1. The six- | the fund arising from lands the act added ‘‘all | 
teenth section of every township for school pur- ! fines for false imprisonment, assault and battery, | 
poses. 2. The seventy-two sections known as the | breach of the peace, ete.’’ This act of the assem- 
saline lands. By article 9, section 4, State con- | bly placed the young State in the vanguard of 
stitution of 1869, these lands were given to the free | States in the cause of free schools. It is an 
schools. 3. The seventy-two sections, known as | enduring monument to the men of that legis- 
the seminary lands, given to the Territory in 1827, | lature. Under this law the reports of the county | 
were vested and contirmed in the State of Arkansas | commissioners of education were ordered to be | 
for the use of said seminary. October 18, 1836, | made to the State auditor, but if so made none can | 
the State accepted the propositions entire; and the | be found in the State archives. | 
legislature passed the act known as *‘ the ordinance | A State board of education was provided for | 
of acceptance and compact.’’ December 18, 1844, | by the act of 1845, and the board was required to 
the general assembly asked Congress for a modi- | make a complete report of educational matters, | 
fication of the seminary grant, so as to authorize | and also to recommend the passage of such laws | 
the legislature to appropriate these seventy-two | as were deemed advisable for the advancement of | 
sections of land for common school purposes. | the cause of education. By an actof January ll, | 
Congress assented to this on July 29, 1546, and 1853, the secretary of State was made ex-officio | 
the lands were added to the free school fund. | State commissioner of common schools, and re- | 
These congressional land grants formed the basis of | quired to report to the governor the true condition | 
the State’s free school system. of the schools in each county; which report the | 
The first State constitution of 1836 recognized | governor presented to the general assembly at | 
the importance of popular education, and made it | each regular session. ‘The provisions of an act of | 
the duty of the general assembly to provide by | January, 1855, relate to the sale of the sixteenth 
law for the improvement of such lands as are, or | section, and defined the duties of the school trus- | 
may be, granted by the United States for the use | tees and commissioners. Article $8, in the consti- 
of schools, and to pass such laws as ‘‘shall be cal- | tution of 1867, is substantially the same as the pro- | 
culated to encourage intellectual, scientific and | visions of the law of 1836. 
agricultural improvement.”’ From 1836 to 1867, as is shown by the above, | 
The general assembly of 1842 established asys- | the provisions of the law were most excellent and | 
tem of common schools in the State, which was ap- | liberal toward the public schools; legislative enact- 
proved and became a law February 3, 1853, pro- | ments occur at frequent intervals, indicating that | 
viding for the sale of the sixteenth section, and | the State was well abreast of the most liberal school | 
election of school trustees in each township, to ex- | ideas of the time, and large funds were raised | 
pend the money from the sale of land in the cause | sacred to the cause. | 
of education. The act required schools to be main- | Investigation shows that from the date of the | 
tained in each township ‘*for at least four months | State’s admission into the Union, until 1867, there 
in each year, and orthography, reading, writing, | were many and admirable stipulations and statutes, 
English grammar, arithmetic and good morals | by which large revenues were collected from the | 
should be taught.’’ The trustees were required | sale of lands, but the records of the State depart- | 
to visit the schools once in each month, and the | ment give no account of the progress of free 
school age was fixed at from five to twenty-one | schools during this period, leaving the inference 
years. The act also provided for the establishment that but little practical benefit acerned to the F 
| ae _— : = : ————— —- ——EeEe a lg 
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amended the school laws to conform to this con- 


tendent of public mstruction, as previously men- 
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cause from these wise and liberal measures put | stitutional provision. In addition te State super- | 
forth by Congress and the State. | intendent, the office of circuit superintendent was 

By act approved May 18, 1857, the legislature | created, and also the State board of education. | 
made a marked forward movement in the cause of The constitutional convention of 1874 made 
education. Considering the chaotic conditions of | changes in the school law and provided for the 
society, and the universal public and private bank- | school system now in force in the State. The act 
ruptey, the movement is only the more surprising. | of the legislature, December 7, 1876, was passed 
The act stipulated that a tax of 20 cents on every | in conformity with the last preceding State con-~ | 
$100 worth of taxable property should be levied | vention. This law with amendments is the present _ 
for the purpose of establishing and maintaining | school law of Arkansas. | 
a system of public schools. The second section | Hon. Thomas Smith was the first State super- 
made this fund sacred—to be used for no other | intendent, in. office from 1868 to 1873. The 
purpose: whatever. he fourth section provided | present incumbent of that position, Hon. Wood- | 
for a superintendent of public instruction and | ville E. Thompson, estimates that the commence- 
defined his duties. The eighth section provided | ment of public free schools in Arkansas may prop- | 
for a school commissioner, to be chosen by the | erly date from the time Mr. Smith took possession 
electors of each county, who should examine any | of the office—schools free to all; every child entitled 
one applying for a position as school teacher; | to the same rights and privileges, none excluded: 
granting to those qualified to teach a certificate, | separate schools provided for white and black: 
without which no one could be legally em- | a great number of schools organized, school houses 
ployed to teach. Prior to this a license as teacher | built, and efficient teachers secured. Previous to 
was not considered essential, and there was no one | this time people looked upon free schools as largely 
authorized to examine applicants or grant certifi- | pauper schools, and the wealthier classes regarded 
cates. The Congressional township was made the | them unfavorably. | 
unit of the school district, the act also setting | Hon. J. C. Corbin, the suecessor of Mr. Smith, | 
forth that in the event of the trustees failing to | continued in office until December 13, 1875. 
have a school taught in the district at least three | Hon. B. W. Hill was appointed December 18, | 
months in the year, the same thereby forfeited | 1875, and remained in office until 1878. It was 
its portion of the school revenue. These wise and | during his term that there came the most marked 
liberal arrangements were made, it must be remem- | change in public sentiment in favor of public 
bered, by a people bankrupt by war and suffering | schools. He was a zealous and able worker in the 
the hard trials of reconstruction. cause, and from his report for 1876 is learned the 

No regular reports were made—at least none | following: State apportionment. $213,000; dis. 
can be found—prior to 1867, the date of the ap- | trict tax, $88,000; school population, 189,000. 
pointment of a superintendent. Though reports | Through the directors’ failure to report the enroll- 
were regularly received from the year mentioned, | ment only shows 16,000. The total revenue of 
the most of them were unsatisfactory and not | i877 was $270,000; of 1878, $276,000. 
reliable. Mr. Hill was succeeded in 1878 by Hon. J. L. 

The constitution of 1868 created some wise | Denton, whose integrity, earnestness and great 
amendments to the previous laws. It caused the | ability resulted in completing the valuable work so 
schools to become free to every child in the State; | well commenced by his predecessor—removing the 
school revenues were increased, districts could haya | Southern prejudices against public schools. He — | 
no part of the school fund uniess a free school had | deserves a lasting place in the history of Arkansas | 
been taught for at least three months. The leg- | as the advocate and champion of free schools. | 
islature following this convention, July 23, 186s, The present able and efficient State superin L 
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tioned, is Hon. Woodville E. Thompson. To his 
eminent qualifications and tireless energy the 
schools of Arkansas are largely indebted for the 
rapid advance now going on, and which has 
marked his past term of office. From his bien- 
nial report are gleaned most of the facts and sta- 
tistics given below. 

The growth of the institution as a whole may 
be defined by the following statisties: Jn 1879 
the revenue raised by the State and county tax was 
$271,000; in 1880, $285,000; in 1881, $710,000; 
in 1882, $722,000; in 1883, $740,000; in 18S4, 
$931,000; in 1885, $1,199,000; in 1886, $1,327, - 
000. 
1885, $343,850, and in 1886, $445,563. 
trict tax is that voted by the people. 

Arkansas to-day gives the most liberal sup- 


The dis- 


port to her free schools, all else considered, of any | 
It provides a two mill tax, a | 


State in the Union. 
poll tax, and authorizes the districts to vote a five 
mill tax. This is the rule or rate voted in nearly 


all the districts, thus making a total on all taxable | 


property of seven mills, besides the poll tax. 


The persistent neglect of school officers to re- | 
port accurate returns of their school attendance is | 
The number of pupils of school | 
age (six to twenty-one years) is given, but no ac- | 


to be regretted. 


count cf attendance or enrollment. This leaves 
counties in the unfavorable hght of a large school 
population, with apparently the most meager at- 
tendance. 
progress of the public schools: Number of school 


The following summaries exhibit the 


children, 1869, 176,910; 1870, 180,274; 1871, | 
196,237; 1872, 194,314; 1873, 148,128; 1874, 168, - | 
929; 1875, 168,929; 1876, 189,130; 1877, 203,567; | 


1878, 216,475: 1879, 236,600; 1880, 247,547; 1881, 
Wb2,o41) 1882), 289/617; A883; white, 227,538: 
black, 76,429; total, 804,962; 1S84. white, 247,- 
178; black, 76,770; total, 323,943; 1885, white, 
252,290; black, 86,213; total, 338,506; 1886, 
white, 266,188; black, 91,818; total, 358,006; 
1887, white, 279,224; black, 98,512; total, 377;- 
736; 1888, white, 288,381; 
388, 129. 
was 67,412; 
White, 152,184; black, 50,570. Number of teach- 


The district tax in 1884 was $346,521; in | 


| 
| 


} 
| 





black, 99,747; total, | 
The number of pupils enrolled in 1869 — 
1888, 202,754, divided as follows: | 


ers employed 1869, 1,335; number employed 1888, 
males, 3,431, females, 1,233. Total number of 
school houses, 1884, 1,453; erected that year, 263. 
Total number school houses, 1888, 2,452; erected 
in that year, 269. Total value of school houses, 
1884, $384,827.73. 1888, $705,- 
276.92. Total amount of revenues received, 163, 
$300,669.63. For the year, 1888: 
hand June 380, 1887, $870,942.25; received com- 
mon school fund, $315,403.28; distriet tax, $505, - 
069.92; poll tax, $146,604.22; other 
$45,890.32; total, $1,683, 909.32. 
While there were in early Territorial days great 
intellectual giants in Arkansas, the tendency was 
not toward the tamer and more gentle walks of lit- 
erature, but rather in the direction of the fiercer bat- 
tles of the political arena and the rostrum. Gratory 
was cultivated to the extreme, and often to the 
neglect apparently of al] else of intellectual pur- 
The ambitious youths had listened to the 
splendid eloquence of their elders—heard their 
praises on every lip, and were fired to struggle for, 
such triumphs. 
expects to find poets and artists. 


Total value, 


Amount on 


sources, 


sults. 


Where there are great orators one 
The great states- 
man is mentally cast in molds of stalwart pro- 
portions. The poet, orator, painter. and eminent 
literary character are of a finer texture, but usually 
not so virile. 

Gen. Albert Pike gave a literary immortality to 
Arkansas when it was yet a Territorial wilderness. 
The most interesting incident in the history of 
literature would be u true picture of that Nestor of 
the press, Kit North, when he opened the mail 
package from that dim and unknown savage 
world of Arkansas, and turned his eyes on the 
pages of Pike’s manuscript, which had been offered 
the great editor for publication, in his poem en- 
titled ‘‘ Hymn to the Gods.”’ 
ciless critic had written Byron to death, and one 


This great but mer- 


can readily believe that he must have turned pale 
when his eye ran over the lines—lines from an un- 
known world of untamed aborigines, penned in the 
North read the 
products of new poets to find, not merit, but weak 


wilderness by this unknown boy. 


yoInts, where he could impale on his sharp and 
] 


pitiless pen the daring singer. What a play must 
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have swept over his features as his eye followed 


line after line, eager and more eager from the first | 


word to the last. 
real—and not the day dream of a disturbed im- 
agination. This historical incident in the htera- 
ture of the wild west—the pioneer boy not only on 
the outer confines of civilization, but to the aver- 
age Englishman, in the impenetrable depths of a 
dark continent, where dwelt only cannibals, select- 
ing the great and severe arbiter of English htera- 
ture to whom he would transmit direct his fate as 
a poet; the youth’s unexpected triumph in not 
only securing a place in the columns of the leading 
review of the world, but extorting in the editorial 
columns the highest meed of praise, is unparalleled 
in the feats of tyros inliterature. The supremacy 
of Pike’s genius was dulled in its brilliancy be- 
cause of the versatility of his mental occupations. 
A poet, master of belles lettres, a lawyer and a pcli- 
tician, as well as a soldier, and eminent in all the 
varied walks ke trod, yet he was never a book- 
maker—had no ambition, it seems, to be an author. 
The books that he will leave, those especially by 
which he will be remembered, will be his gathered 
and bound writings thrown off at odd intervals and 
cast aside. 
the very highest type of effort. 


To him could this be possible— 


His literary culture could produce only 
Hence, it is prob- 


‘able that Lord North was the only editor living to 


whom Pike might have submitted his ‘‘ Hymn to 
the Gods’’ with other than a chance whim to de- 
cide its fate. 


There was no Boswell among the early great. | 


men of Arkansas, otherwise there would exist biog- 
rapbies laden with instruction and full of interest. 
There were men and women whose genius com- 
pelled them to talk and write, but they wrote dis- 
connected, uncertain sketches, and doubtless often 
published them in the columns of some local news- 
paper, where they sank into oblivion. 

The erratic preacher-lawyer, A. W. Arrington, 
wrote many and widely published sketches of the 
bench and bar of Arkansas, but his imagination 





so out-ran the facts that they became mere fictions 
—very interesting and entertaining, it is said, 


but entirely useless to the historian. Arrington 


| was a man.of superior natural genius, but was so 


near a moral wreck as to cloud his memory. 
Years ago was published Nutall’s History of 
Arkansas, but the most diligent inquiry among 


| the oldest inhabitants fails to find one who ever 








heard of the book, much less the author. 

Recently John Hallum published his History 
of Arkansas. The design of the author was to 
make three volumes, the first to treat of the 
bench and bar, but the work was dropped after 
this volume was published. 
amount of valuable matter, and the author has 
done the State an important service in making bis 
collections and putting them in durable form. 


Jt contains a great 


A people with so many men and women coim- 
petent to write, and who have written so httle of 
Arkansas, its people or its great historical events, 
presents a curious phase of society. 

A wide and inviting field has been neglected 
and opportunities have been lost: facts have now 
gone out of men’s memories, and important histor- 
ical incidents passed into oblivion beyond recall. 

Opie P. Read, now of Chicago, will be known 
in the future as the young and ambitious literary 
He came to Little Rock 
from his native State, Tennessee, and engaged in 
work on the papers at that city. had 
a wide local reputation and again this soon grew 
to a national one. 


worker of Arkansas. 


He soon 


His fugitive pieces in the news- 
papers gained extensive circulation, and in quiet 
humor and unaffected pathos were of a high order. 
He has written several works of fiction and is now 
running through his paper, The Arkansaw Traveler, 
Chicago, a novel entitled ‘* The Kentucky Cclonel,”’ 
already pronounced by able critics one among 
the best of American Mr. Read 
is still a comparatively young man, and his pen 


His 


works of fiction. 


gives most brilliant promise for the future. 
success as an editor is well remembered. 
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THE CHURCHES OF ARKANSAS—APPEARANCE OF THE MISSIONARIES—CHURCH MISSIONS ESTABLISHED IN THE 
WILDERNESS—THE LEADING PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONS—ECCLESIASTICAL STATISTICS-- 


GENERAL OUTLOOK FROM A RELIGIOUS STANDPOINT. 


Ct tle 


No silver saints by dying misers giv’n 

Here bribed the rage of ill-requited Heav’n; 
But such plain roofs as piety could raise, 

And only vocal with the Maker's praise.—Pope. 





ers and missionaries of the 
Church are of first inter- 
est. True missionaries, re- 
gardless of all creeds, are 


a ‘ aan . . 

SD SE StF Sak N all histories of the early 
Sh) AN AN EN oR RS oh 3 

fi Wil Ww ey settlers the pioneer preach- 
Pai b le aS Re : Sy } 





2 ¥S , a most interesting study, 
Msi : ey <me 
aasve and, in the broad principles of Chris- 
SS tianity, they may well be considered © 
Ae as a class, with only incidental refer- 
re ences to their different creeds. The | 
ist x essence of their remarkable lives is 
x yA . . 
4 We the heroic work and suffering they so | 


cheerfully undertook and carried on 
so patiently and bravely. Among the 
first of pioneers to the homes of the 
7m red savages were these earnest church- 





men, carrying the news of Mount Calvary to the 


benighted peoples. Ji is difficult for us of this 
age to understand the sacrifices they made, the 


_privations they endured, the moral and physical 


courage required to sustain them in their work. 
The churches, through their missionaries, carried 
the cross of Christ, extending the spiritual empire 
in advance, nearly always, of the temporal empire. 
They bravely led the way for the hardy explorers, 
and ever and anon a martyr’s body was given to 





tbe flames, or left in the trackless forests, food for 
ravenous wild beasts. 

The first white men to make a lodgment in 
what is now Arkansas having been Marquette and 
Joliet, France and the Church thus eame here 
hand in hand. The Spanish and French settlers 
at Arkansas Post were the representatives of Cath- 
olic nations, as were the French-Canadians who 
came down from the lakes and settled along the 
banks of the lower Mississippi River. 

After 1808 there was another class of pion- 
eers that came in—Protestant English by descent 
if not direct, and these soon dominated in the 
Arkansas country. The Methodists, Baptists and 
Cumberland Presbyterians, after the building of 
the latter 
vailing pioneer preachers. 


by Rev. Finis Ewing, were the pre- 
Beneath God’s first 
temples these missionaries held meetings, traveled 
over the Territory, going wherever the little col. 
umn of blue smoke from the cabin directed them, 
as well as visiting the Indian tribes, proclaiming 
Christ and His cause. Disregarding the elements, 
swollen streams, the dim trails, and often no other 
guide on their dreary travels than the projecting 
ridges, hills and streams, the sun or the polar star; 
facing hunger. heat and cold, the wild beast and the 


far fiercer savage, without hope of money ecompen- 
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sation, regardless of sickness and even death, these 
men took their lives in their hands and went forth. 
Could anything be more graphic or pathetic of the 
conditions of these men than the extract from a 
letter of one of them who had thus served his God 
and fellow-man more than fifty years: ‘‘In my long 
ministry I often suffered for food and I speut 
no "money for ‘clothingi+ *vcu* 

yearly salary I received was $100.”’ 


The largest 

Were ever 
men inspired with more zeal in the cause of their 
Master? They had small polish and were as rugged 
as the gnarled old oaks beneath whose branches 
they so often bivouacked. They never tasted the 
refinements of polite life, no doubt despising them 
as heartily as they did sin itself. Rude of speech, 
what eloquence they possessed (and many in this 
respect were of no mean order) could only come 
of their deep sincerity. 

These Protestant missionaries trod closely upon 
the footsteps of the pure and gentle Marquette in 
the descent of the Mississippi, and the visits to 
the Indians amid. the cane-brakes of the South. 
Marquette’s followers had been the first to ascend 
the Arkansas River to its source in the far distant 
land of the Dakotas in the Northwest. Holding 
aloft the cross, they boldly entered the camps of the 
tribes, and patiently won upon them until they laid 
down their drawn tomahawks and brought forth 
the calumet of peace. These wild children gath- 
ered around these strange beings—visitors, as they 
supposed, from another world, and wherever a 
cross was erected they regarded it with fear and 
awe, believing it had supreme power over them 
and their tribes. 

He who would detract from the deserved im- 
mortality of any of these missioraries on account of 
their respective creeds, could be little else than a 
cynic whose blood is acid. 

Marquette first explored the Mississippi River 
as the representative of the Catholic Church. 

The old church baptismal records of the mis- 
sion of Arkansas Post extend back to 1764, and the 
ministrations of Father Louis Meurin, who signed 
This is the 
oldest record to be found of the church’s reeog- 
nition of Arkansas now extant. That Marquette 


the record as ‘‘missionary priest.” 








held church service and erected the cross of Christ 
nearly one hundred years anterior to the record 
date in Arkansas is given in the standard histories 
of the United States. Girard succeeded 
Meurin. It may be gleaned from these records 
that in i17SS De La Vailliere was in command of 
Arkansas Post. In 1786 the attending priest was 
Rev. Louis Guigues. 
Rey. Gibault in 1792, and next by Rev. Jannin in 
1796. In 1820 is found the name of Rev. Chau- 
dorat. In 1834 Rey. Dupuy, and in 1838 Father 
Donnelly was the priest in charge. These remained 
in custody of the first mission at Arkansas Post. 
The second mission established was St. Mary's, 
now Pine Bluff. The first priest at that point was 
Rev. Saulmier. Soon after, another mission, St. 
Peter’s, was established in Jefferson County, and 


Rev. 


The reeord is next signed by 


the third mission, also in Jefferson County, was 
next established at Pium Bayou. In order, the 
next mission was at Little Rock, Rev. Emil Saul- 
mier in charge; then at Fort Smith; then Helena, 
and next Napoleon and New Gascony, respectively. 

The Catholic population of the State is esti- 
mated at 10,000, with a total number of churches 
and missions of forty. 
church schools, convents and academies, the school 
The first bishop in the 
He 


died at Helena in 1562, his successor being the 


There are twenty-two 


attendance being 1,600. 
Arkansas diocese was Andrew Byrne, 1544. 


present incumbent, Bishop Edward FitzGerald, 
who came in 1867. 

From a series of articles published in the Ar- 
kansas Methodist, of the current year, by the emi- 
nent and venerable Rev. Andrew Hunter, D. D., 
are gleaned the following important facts of this 
Church’s history in Arkansas: Methodism came to 
Arkansas by way of Missouri about S14, a com- 
pany of emigrants entering from Southeast Mis- 
souri overland, and who much of the way had to 
They had heard 
of the rich lands in Mound Prairie, Hempstead 
County. 


eut out a road for their wagons. 


In this company were John Henrey, a 


| local preacher, Alexander and Jacob Shook, broth- 


ers, and Daniel Props. In their long slow travels 
they reached the Arkansas River at Little Rock, 


and waited on the opposite bank for the comple- 
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tion of a ferry-boat then building. When these 
people reached their destination they soon set up 
a church, and erected the first Methodist ‘‘ meet- 
ing-house’’ in Arkansas, called Henrey’s Chapel. 
‘‘Wather Henrey,’’ as he was soon known far and 
wide, reared sons, all preachers. This little col- 
ony were all sincere Methodists, and nearly all 
their first generation of sons became preachers, 
some of them eminent. Jacob Shook and three 
of his sons entered the ministry; Gilbert Alex- 





ander, his sons and grandsons, became ministers | 


of God’s word, as did two of Daniel Props’ sons. 
The small colony was truly the seed of the church 
in Arkausas. 

In 1838 two young ministers were sent from 
Tennessee to the Arkansas work, and came all 
the way to Mound Prairie on horseback. 

The church records of Missouri show that the 
conference of J817 sent two preachers to Arkan- 
sas— William Stevenson and Jobn Harris. They 
were directed to locate at Hot Springs. It is 
conceded that these two missionaries ‘‘ planted 
Methodism in Arkansas.’’ 

In 1818 the Missouri Conference sent four 
laborers to Arkansas, with William Stevenson as 
the presiding elder of the Territory. The circuits 
then had: John Shader, on Spring River; Thomas 





Tennant, Arkansas circuit: W. Orr, Hot Springs; | 


William Stevenson and James Lowrey, Mound 
Prairie. What was called the Arkansas circuit in- 
eluded the Arkansas River, from Pine Bluff to the 
mouth. After years of service as presiding elder, 
Stevenson was succeeded by John Scripps; the ap- 
pointments then were: Arkansas circuit, Dennis 
Willey; Hot Springs, Isaac Brookfield; Mound 
Prairie, John Harris; Pecan Point, William Town- 
send. The Missouri Conference, 1823, again made 
William Stevenson presiding elder, with three itin- 
erants for Arkansas. 
presiding elder. He was incharge until 1829. He 


was an original and outspoken abolitionist, and — 
taught and preached his faith unreservedly; so | 


much so that large numbers of the leading fam- 
ilies left the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
joined the Cumberland Presbyterians. 
the sudden building up of the Cumberland Pres- 


In 1825 Jesse Hale became | 





This was | 


byterian Church, and nearly fatally weakened the 
Methodist Church. Some irreverent laymen desig- 
nated Elder Jesse Hale’s ministrations as the 
‘*Hail storm ’”’ Fortunately Hale 
was succeeded by Rev. Jesse Green, and he poured 
oil on the troubled waters, and saved Methodism 


in Arkansas. 


in Arkansas. ‘‘Green was our Moses.’’ 

The Tennessee Conference, 1831, sent eight 
preachers to Arkansas. namely: Andrew D. Smyth, 
John Harrell, Henry G. Joplin, William A. Boyce. 
William G. Duke, John N. Hammill, Alvin Baird 
and Allen M. Scott. 

A custom of those old time preachers now 
passed away is worth preserving. When possi- 
ble to do so they went over the circuit together, 
One might preach the regular ser- 
Under these 


two and two. 
mon, When the other would ‘‘ exhort.’’ 
conditions young Rev. Smyth was accompanying 
the regular circuit rider. He was at first diffi- 
dent, and ‘‘exhorted’’ simply by giving his hearers 
“‘ Daniel in the lion’s den.’’ As the two started 
around the circuit the second time, on reaching a 
night appointment, before entering the house, and 
as they were returning from secret prayer in the 
brush, the preacher said: ‘‘Say, Andy, I’m going 
to preach, and when 
Daniel and the lions again.’’ Evidently Andy and 
But the 


young exhorter soon went up head, and became a 


Pm done you give ’em 


his lions were a terror to the natives. 


noted divine. 

The Missouri Conference, 1832, made two dis- 
tricts of Arkansas. Rey. A. D. Smyth had charge 
of Little Rock district, which extended over all the 


| country west, including the Cherokee and Creek 


Nations. 
The formation of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, oceurred in 1844. This is a well 


known part of the history of our country. In Ar- 
kansas the church amid all its trials and vicissi- 
The 


has fifteen districts, with 200 pastoral charges, and, 


tudes has grown and flourished. State now 
it is estimated, nearly 1,000 congregations. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has a com- 
fortable church in Little Rock, and several good 
sized congregations in different portions of the 


State. This church and the Methodist Episcopal 
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Church, South, are separate and wholly distinct 
in their organization. 

The Baptists are naturally a pioneer and fron- 
tier church people. They are earnest and sincere 
proselyters to the faith, and reach very effectively 


people in general. 


OF ARKANSAS. 


The Baptist Church in Ben- | 


ton celebrated, July 4, 1889, its fifty-third anni- | 


versary. 
built about two miles from the town. 
zation took place under the sheltering branches of 


The organi- 


an old oak tree. 
order was the Mount Bethel Church, 


Originally called Spring Church, it was | 


| tery. 


One of the first churches of this | 
about six 


miles west of Arkadelphia, in Clark County. This | 


was one of the oldest settled points by English 
The church has 
grown with the increase of population. 

Rev. James M. Moore organized in Little Rock, 
in 1828, the first Presbyterian Church in Arkan- 
He was from Pennsylvania, eminent for his 
ability, zeal and piety. 
the representative of bis church in a wide portion 
of the country south and west. He was succeeded 
by Rev. A. R. Banks, from the theological sem- 
inary of Columbia, 8S. C., who settled in Hempstead 
County in 1835-36 and organized and built Spring 
Hill Church, besides another at Washington. The 
next minister in order of arrival was Rev. John 
M. Erwin. He located at Jackson, near the old 
town of Elizabeth, but his life was not spared long 
He assisted Revs Moore and Banks 
in organizing the first presbytery in Arkansas. 

In 1839 Rev. J. M. Moore, mentioned above, 
removed to what is now Lonoke County, and or- 
ganized a congregation and built Sylvania Church. 
His successor at Little Rock was Rev. Henderson, 
in 1840. 
quorum, and the Arkansas presbytery became fune- 
lus officio. 


speaking people in the State. 


Sas. 
For some time he was 


after coming. 


Rey. Aaron Williams, from Bethel presbytery, 


The death of Rev. Henderson left no 


South Carolina, came to Arkansas in 1842, and | 
settled in Hempstead County, taking charge of a | 


large new academy at that place, which had been | 


bnilt by the wealthy people of the locality. He at 
once re-organized the church at Washington, which 
had been some time vacant. 


Arkansas then be- | 


lonyed to the synod of Mississippi. In 1842, in| 





with Rev. A. R. 
over the swamps and through the forests 400 miles 


company Banks, he traveled 
to attend the Mississippi synod at Port Royal. 
Their mission wasto ask the synod to allow Revs. 
Wilhams, Moore, Banks and Shaw to organize the 
Arkansas presbytery. Vhey obtamed the permis- 
sion, and meeting in Little Rock the first Sunday 
in January, 1843, organized the Arkansas presby- 
The Rev. Baleh had settled in Dardanelle, 
and he joined the new presbytery. In the next 
few years Revs. Byington and Kingsbury, Con- 
gregational ministers, who had been missionaries to 
the Indians since 1S18, also joined the Arkansas 
presbytery. The synod of Memphis was subse- 
quently formed, of which Arkansas was a part. 
There were now three presbyteries west of Mem- 
phis: Arkansas, Ouachita and Indian. In 1836 
Arkansas was composed of four presbyteries—two 
Arkansas and two Ouachita. 

Rey. Aaron Williams assumed charge at Little 
Rock in 1843, where he remained until January, 
1845. There was then a vacancy for some years 
in that church, when the Rev. Joshua F. Green 
ministered to the flock. He was succeeded by 
Rey. Thomas Fraser, who continued until 1889. 
All these had been supplies, and in 1859 Little 
Rock was made a pastorate, and Rev. Thomas R. 
Welch was installed as first pastor. He filled the 
position the next twenty-five years, and in ISS5 
resigned on account of il] health, and was sent 
as counsel to Canada, where he died. About the 
close of his pastorate, the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Little Rock was organized, and their 
house built, the Rev. A. He 
resigned in September, 1888, being succeeded by 
James R. Howerton. After the resignation of Dr. 
Welch of the First Church, Dr. J. C. Barrett was 


given charge. 


R. Kennedy, pastor. 


Rey. Aaron Williams, after leaving the synod, 
became a synodical evangelist, and traveled over 
the State, preaching wherever he found small col- 
He 


one in 


lections of people, and organizing churches. 
formed the church at Fort Smith and the 
Jackson County. 

A synodical college is at Batesville, and is 
highly prosperous. 
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NAMES ILLUSTRIOUS IN ARKANSAS HISTORY—PROMINENT MENTION OF NOTED INDIVIDUALS—AMBROSE | 
i H. Sevien—WILLIAM E. Wooprurr—JouNn WrLson—Join HeMPHILL—JAcoB BAarkMAN—Dn. 
| BOWIE--SANDY FAULKNER—SAMUEL H. HemMpsTEAD—TRENT, WILLIAMS, SHINN FAMILIES, 
AND OTMERS—THE CONWAYS—ROBERT CRITTENDEN—ARCHIBALD YELL—JUDGE 
: | DaAvID WALKER—GEN. G. D. Royston—JuDGE JAMES W. BATES. | 
¥ - 
; The gen’ral voice 
: | Sounds him, for courtesy, behaviour, language 
And ev'ry fair demeanor, an example: 
‘ Titles of honour add not to his worth, | 
: Who is himself an honour to his title. — Ford. | 
t 
: We Se eV, O history of Arkansas, worthy | and was the first governor of each of them; one of 
Jad (GA of the name, could fail to | these States, Tennessee, he had, in the spirit of dis- 
| refer to the lives of a num. | interested patriotism, erected on the romantic ruins 
| ber of its distinguished | of the other—the mountain State of ‘Franklin.”’ 
: citizens, whose relation to A distinguished Revolutionary soldier, he was the 
| great public events has hero of King’s Mountain, where he and four broth- 
: | 82 en them a part of the ers fought. He was first governor of the State 
é true history of their State. | of ‘‘ Franklin,’’ six times governor of Tennessee, | 
: The following sketches of repre- three times a member of Congress, and in no in- 
; | sentative men will be of no little | stance did he ever have an opponent to contest 
: | interest to each and every reader _ for an office. He was in thirty-five hard fought 
of the present volume. | battles; had faced in bitter contest the State of 
Ambrose H. Sevier, was one of | North Carolina, which secretly arrested and ab- 
the foremost of the prominent men ducted him from the new State he had earved out 
of his day, and deserves especial of North Carolina territory; was reseued in open 
AER mention. The recent removal of | court by two friends, and on his return to his ad. 
{ | ely the remains of Gen. John Sevier from | herents as easily defeated the schemes of North 
ec Alabama to Knoxville, Tenn. (June 19, | Carolina as he bad defeated, in many battles, the 
1$89). has awakened a wide-spread inter- | Cherokee Indians. No man ever voted against 
' est in this historic family name. The re-interment | ‘‘ Nolichucky Jack,’’ as he was familiarly called— 
| of the illustrious ashes of the first governor, found- | no enemy ever successfully stood before him in 
| erand Congressman of Tennessee, by the State he | battle. A great general, statesman, and patriot. 
| had made, was but an act of long deferred justice he was the creator and builder of commonwealths 
| to one of the most illustrions and picturesque char- west of the Alleghanies, and he guided as greatly 
4 | acters in American history. He founded two States and wisely as did Washington and Jefferson the 
el 
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new States and Territories he formed in the paths 
of democratic freedom; and now, after he has slept 
in an obscure grave for three-quarters of a century, 
the fact is beginning to dawn upon the nation that 
Gov. John Sevier made Washington, and all that 
great name implies, a possibility. 

The name, illustrious as it is ancient, numer- 
ous and wide spread, is from the French Pyrenees, 
Xavier, where it may be traced to remote times. 
St. Francis Xavier was of this family. and vet the 
American branch were exiles from the old world 
because of their revolt against papal tyranny. 
Sturdy and heroic as they were in the faith, their 
blood was far more virile, indeed stalwart, in de- 
fense of human rights and liberty, wherever or by 
whomsoever assailed. 

In France, England and in nearly every West- 
ern and Southern State of the Union are branches 
of the Xaviers, always prominent and often emi- 
nent in their day and time. But it was reserved 
to the founder of the American branch of the 
Seviers to be the supreme head of the illustrious 
line. He builded two commonwealths and was im- 
pelled to this great work in defense of the people, 
and in resistance to the encroachments of the cen- 
tral powers of the paternal government. 

In Arkansas the Seviers, Conways and Rectors 
were united by ties of blood as well as by the ever 
stronger ties of the sons of liberty, independence 
Here were three of the most 
powerful families the State has ever had, and in 
one. The political 
friend and worthy model of Gov. John Sevier was 
Thomas Jefferson. 


and patriotism. 
public affairs they were as 


Indeed, Gen. Sevier was the 


fitting and immortal companion-piece to Jefferson | 


in those days of the young and struggling repub- 
lic. The Seviers of Arkansas and Missouri were 
naturally the admirers of Andrew Jackson-~ cham- 
pions of the people's rights, watchdogs of liberty. 

Ambrose H. Sevier, was the son of John, who 
was the son of Valentine and Ann Conway Sevier, 
of Greene County, Tenn. Ann Conway was the 
danghter of Thomas and Ann Rector Conway. 








la . a . . 
Thus this family furnished six of the governors of 


Arkansas. 


In 1821, soon after Mr. Sevier’s coming to Ar- 





kansas, 


he was elected clerk of the Territorial 
In 1823 he was elected 


from Pulaski County to the legislature, and con- 


house of representatives. 


tinued a member and was elected speaker in 1827. 
He was elected to Congress in August, 1825, to 
succeed his uncle, Henry W. Conway, who had 
Crittenden. He was 
When the State 
came into the Union, Sevier and William 8. Fulton 


been killed in a duel with 
three times elected to Congress. 
were elected first senators in Congress. Sevier 
resigned his seat in the Senate in 1848, to accept 
the mission of minister plenipotentiary to Mexico, 
and, in connection with Judge Clifford, negotiated 
the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo. This was the 
last as well as crowning act of his hfe. He died 
The 
State has erected a suitable monument to his mem- 
ory in Mount Holly Cemetery, Little Rock, where 


shortly after returning from bis mission. 


sleeps his immortal dust. 

How curiously fitting it was that the Sevier 
of Arkansas should follow so closely in the foot- 
steps of the great governor of Tennessee, his lineal 
ancestor, and be the instrument of adding so im- 
mensely to the territory out of which have grown 
such vast and rich commonwealths. As builders 
of commonwealths there is no name in American 
history that A 
part of the neglect—the ingratitude, possibly—of 
republics, is shown in the fact that none of the 
States of which they gave the Union so many bear 
their family name. 

William E. Woodruff was in more than one 
sense a pioneer to Arkansas. 


which approaches of Sevier. 


He was among 
the distinguished men who first hastened here 
when the Territory was formed, and brought with 
him the pioneer newspaper press, and established 
the Arkansas Gazette. 
daily and weekly newspaper at the State capital, 
Of 
himself alone there was that in the character and 
life of Mr. Woodruff which would have made him 


This is now a flourishing 


and one of the oldest papers in the country. 


one of the historical pioneers to cross the Missis- 
sippi River, and cast his fortune and future in this 
new world. But he was a worthy disciple and 
follower of Ben. Franklin, who combined with the 
art preservative of arts, the genius that lays found 
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ations for empires in government, and the yet far 
greater empires in the fields of intellectual life. 

He was a native of Long Island, Suffolk Coun- 
ty, N. Y. Leaving his home in 1818, upon the 
completion of his apprenticeship as printer, with 
the sparse proceeds of his earnings as apprentice 
he turned his face westward. Reaching Wheel- 
ing, Va., he embarked in a canoe for the falls of 
the Ohio, now Louisville, where he stopped and 
worked at his trade. Finding no suflicient open- 
ing to permanently locate in this place, he started 
on foot, by way of Russellville, to Nashville, Tenn., 
and for a time worked at his trade in that place 
and at Franklin. Still looking for a possible 
future home further west, he heard of the Act of 
Congress creating the Territory of Arkansas, to 
take effect July 4, 1519. He at once purchased 
a small outfit for a newspaper office and started to 
the newly formed Territory, determined if possible 
to be first onthe ground. He shipped by keel-boat 
down the Cumberland river, the Ohio and the 
Mississippi Rivers to Montgomery's Point, at the 
mouth of White River; thence overland to Arkansas 
Post, the first Territorial capital. Montgomery 
Point was then, and for some years after, the main 
shipping point for the interior points of the 
Arkansas Territory. From this place to the ecapi- 
tal, he found nothing but a bridle-path. He 
therefore secured a pirogue, and with the services 
of two boatmen, passed through the cut-off to 
Arkansas River and then up this to Arkapsas Post, 
reaching his point of destination October 31, 1819. 
So insignificant was the Post that the only way he 
could get a house was to build one, which he did, 
and November 20, 1819, issued the first paper— 
the Arkansas Gazette. He was the entire force of 
the office—-mechanical, clerical and editorial. To- 
day his own work is his fitting and perpetual 
monument—-linking his name indissolubly with 
that of Arkansas and immortality. 

His genius was in the airect energy and the 
impelling forces which drove it with the sure cer- 
tainty of fate over every opposing obstacle. Broad. 
strong and great in all those qualities which 
characterize men pre-eminent in the varied walks 
of life; a true 


nation founder and builder, his 

















useful life was long spared to the State, which will 
shed luster to itself and its name by honoring the 
memory of one of its first and most illustrious 
pioneers— William E. Woodruff. 

Reference having been made to John Wilson 
in a previous chapter, in connection with his un- 
fortunate encounter with J. J. Anthony, on the 
floor of the hall of the legislature, it is but an act 
of justice that the circumstances be properly ex- 
plaiaed, together with some account of the man- 
ner of man he really was. 

John Wilson came from Kentucky to Arkansas 
in the early Territorial times, 1820. His wife was 
a Hardin, of the noted family of that State—a sis- 
ter of Joseph Hardin, of Lawrence County, Ark., 
who was speaker of the first house of representa- 
The Wilsons 
and Hardins were prominent and highly respecta- 
ble people. 


tives of the Territorial legislature. 


When a very young man, John Wilson was 
elected to the Territorial legislature, where he was 
made speaker and for a number of terms filled that 
oflice. 
lature and again was elected speaker. ~He was the 
first president of the Real Estate Bank of Arkan- 
sas. 


He was a member of the first State legis- 


Physically he was about an average-sized 
man, very quiet in his manner and retiring, of dark 
complexion, eyes and hair, hthe and sinewy in 
form, and in his daily walk as gentle as a woman. 
He was devoted to his friends, and except for 
There 
was not the shadow of a shade of the bully or des- 


polities, all who knew him loved him well. 
perado about him. He was a man of the highest 
sense of personal honor, with an iron will, and even 
when aroused or stung 
upon his integrity his 
peace and good will. 


by injustice or an aitack 
whole nature inclined to 
He was a great admirer of 
General Jackson—there was everything in the 
natures of the two men where the ‘* fellow feeling 
makes us wondrous kind.” 
The difliculty spoken of occurred in 1836. Wil- 
son was a leader in the Jackson party. Anthony 
At that 
time politics among the active of each faction meant 


aspired to the lead in the Whig party. 


personality. It was but little else than open war, 


and the frontier men of those days generally went 
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armed, the favorite weapon being the bowie 


knife —a necessary part of a hunter's equipment. 
Unfriendly feelings existed between Wilson and 
Anthony. 

Upon the morning of the homicide (in words 
the substance of the account given by the late 
Gen. G. D. Royston, who was an eye witness) 
Mr. Wilson came into the hall a little late, evi- 
dently disturbed in mind, and undoubtedly ruf- 
fled by reason of something he had been told that 
Mr. Anthony had previously said about him in dis- 
cussing a biil concerning wolf-scalps. A. serio- 
comic amendment had been offered to the bill to 
make scalps a legal tender, and asking the presi- 
dent of the Real Estate Bank to certify to the 
genuineness of the same. Anthony had the floor. 
When Wilson took the speaker's chair he com- 
manded Anthony to take his seat. The latter 
brusquely declined to do so. Wilson left the chair 
and approached his opponent, who stood in the 
aisle. The manner of the parties indicated a per- 
sonal encounter. As Wilson walked down the aisle 
he was seen to put his hand in the bosom of his 
vest. Anthony drew his knife. Gen. Royston said 
that when he saw this, hoping to check the two 
men he raised his chair and held it between them, 
and the men fought across or over the chair. They 
struck at each other inflicting great wounds, which 
were hacking blows. Wilson’s left hand was nearly 
eut off in warding a blow from Anthony’s knife. 
Wilson was physically a smaller man than Anthony. 
Royston held the chair with all his strength be- 
tween the two now desperate individuals. So far 
Anthony’s longer arm had enabled him to give the 
greatest wounds, when Wilson with his shoulder 
raised the chair and plunged his knife into his 
antagonist, who sank to the floor and died immedi- 
ately. It was a duel with bowie-knives, without 
any of the preliminaries of such encounters. 

Wilson was carried to his bed, where for along 
time he was confined. The house expelled him 
the next day. The civilized world of course was 
shocked, so bloody and ferocious had been the 
engagement. 

Wilson removed to Texas about 1842, locating 
at Cedar Grove, near Dallas, where he died soon 


Mrs. A. J. Gentry, 
his daughter, now resides in Clark County, Ark. 
The Hardins, living in Clark County, are of the 


after the close of the late war. 


same family as was Mrs. Wilson. 

John Hemphill, a South Carolinian, was’ born 
a short distance above Augusta, Ga. He immi- 
grated west and reached (now) Clark County, Ark., 
in 1811, bringing with him a large family and a 
number of slaves, proceeding overland to Bayou 
Sara, La., and from that point by barges to near 
where is Arkadelphia, then a settlement at a place 
called Blakeleytown, which was a year old at the 
time of Mr. Hemphill’s location. 
there on his arrival Adam Blakeley, Zack Davis, 
Samuel Parker, Abner Highnight and a few others. 

Mr. Hemphill was attracted by the salt waters 
of the vicinity, and after giving the subject intel- 
ligent investigation, in 1814 built his salt works. 


He found living 


Going to New Orleans, he procured a barge and 
purchased a lot of sugar kettles, and with these 
His 
experiment was a success from the start and he 
carried on his extensive manufactory until his 
death, about 182d. 
his descendants, with few intermissions, until [So]. 
Jonathan O. Callaway, his son-in-law, was, until 
that year, manager and proprietor. 


completed his preparations for making salt. 


The works were continued by 


There is a coincidence in the lives of the two 
men who were the founders of commerce and man- 
ufacturing in Arkansas, Hemphill and Barkman, 
in that by chance they became traveling compan- 
ions on their way to the new country. 

Two brothers, Jacob and John Barkman, came 
to Arkansas in IS11. 
in the barge of John Hemphill. from Bayou Sara, 
La., to Blakeleytown, near Arkadelphia. They 
were a couple of young Kentuckians, full of cour- 


They worked their passage 


age, hope, and strong sense, seeking homes in the 
wilderness. Their coming antedated that of the 
first steamboat on western waters, and the history 
of the river commerce of this State with New Or- 
leans will properly credit Jacob Barkman_ with 
being its founder. Considering the times and real- 
izing what such men as Jacob Barkman did, one 
is constrained to the belief that among the first 


settlers of Arkansas were men of enterprise, fore- 
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| sight and daring in commerce that have certainly a sudden and unusual rise, and swept it all away. 
| not been surpassed by their successors. This brave pioneer spent no hour of his life in idle 
| On a previous page the methods of this pioneer — griefs at his extraordinary losses. Though unscru- 
| merchant in the conduct of his business have been — pulous arts of business sharks and dire visitations 
_ noted. His miscellaneous cargo of bear oil, skins, of the elements combined to make worthless his 
pelts, tallow, ete., found a ready market in New | superb foresight and business energy, he overcame 
| Orleans, which place he reached by river, return- all obstacles, and died about 1852, a wealthy man 
| ing some six months later well laden with commod- — for that time. 
| ities best suited to the needs of the people.  In- When Arkansas was yet a Territory, among its 
| deed his ‘‘store’’ grew to be an important institu. early pioneers was Dr. William Bowie, whose name 
| tion. Hereally carried on trade from New Orleans has become familiar to the civilized world, though 
| to Arkadelphia. In 1820 he purchased of the gov- not in the way that most men are emulous of im- 
| ernment about 1,200 acres of land on the Caddo, mortality. Dr. Bowie had located, or was a frequent 
| four miles from Arkadelphia, and farmed exten- visitor, in Helena, Ark., and was a typical man of 
| sively and had many cattle and horses, constantly his times —jolly, careless and social, and very fond 
! adding to the number of his slaves. Having of hunting and fishing. 
| filled the field where he was he sought wider op- Among the first settlers in Little Rock was a 
| portunities, and in 1840, in company with J. G.— blacksmith, named Black. He possessed skill in 
| Pratt, opened an extensive cotton commission busi- working in iron and steel, and soon gained a wide 
| ness in New Orleans, building large warehouses reputation for the superior hunting knives he 
and stores. Mr. Barkman next purchased the made. When nearly every man hunted more or 
steamboat ‘‘Dime,’’ a side-wheeler, finely built less, and as a good knife was a necessity, it will 
| and carrying 400 bales of cotton. He ran this in be seen that Black was filling a general want. 
| the interest of the New Orleans commission house; The material he worked into knives consisted of 
| owned his crews, and loaded the boat with cot- old files. 
| ton from his own plantation. In 1844 his boat One day while he was just finishing a superior 
| proudly brought up at New Orleans, well laden with and somewhat new style of hunting knife, Dr. 
cotton. The owner was on board and full of hope Bowie happened to enter the shop. The moment 
and anticipated joy at his trip, and also to meet he saw the article he determined to possess it 
| his newly married wife (the second), when these at any price. Black had not really made it to 
hopes were rudely dashed by the appearance of an sell—simply to gratify a desire to see how fine a 
| officer who seized the boat, cargo andslaves, every- blade he could make. and keep it. But a bargain 
| thing—and arrested Mr. Barkman and placed him — was finally arranged, the blacksmith to complete it 
| in jail under an attachment for debts incurred by | and put Bowie’s name on the handle. The inscrip- 
| the commission house. His partner in his absence — tion being neatly done read: ‘‘ Bowie's Knife.” Tis 
had wrecked the house. beauty and finish attracted wide attention, and all 
| To so arrange matters that he might get out of © who could afford it ordered a similar one, the name 
| jail and return to his old home on the Caddo, with | of which was soon shortened into ‘* Bowie Kunife.”’ 
| little left of this world’s goods, was the best the poor | Bowie died a patriot’s death. fighting for the in- 
man could do. He finally saved from the wreck- dependence of Texas, by the side of David Crockett. 
age his fine farm and a few negroes, and, nothing The one pre-eminent thing which entitles the 
daunted, again went to work to rebuild his fortune. | Arkansas pioneer, Sandy Faulkner, to immortality 
| He erected a cotton factory on the Caddo River, | is the fact that he is the real, original ‘‘Arkansaw 
and expended some 330.000 on the plant. having  Traveler.’’ He was an early settler, a hunter, a wild, 
it about ready to commence operating when the — jolly, reckless spendthrift. and a splendid tiddler. 
water came dashing down the mountain streams in He was of a wealthy Kentucky family, and settled 
aantaa sear) 
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HISTORY OF 


first in Chicot County and then on the river only a 
few miles below Little Rock. By inheritance he 
received two or three moderate fortunes, and spent 
them royally. 
licking companion, he would roam through the 


Of a roving nature, a witty and rol- 


woods, hunting for days and weeks, and then en. 
liven the village resorts for a while. He was born 
to encounter just such a character as he did chance 
to find, playing on a three-stringed fiddle the first 
part of a particular tune. Now there was but one 
thing in this world that could touch his heart with 
a desire to possess, and that was to hear the re- 
mainder of the tune. 

Afier meeting this rare character in the woods 
what a world of enjoyment Sandy did carry to the 
village on his next return! ‘‘ With just enough 
and not too much,’’ with fiddle in his hand, the 
villagers gathered about him while he repeated the 
comedy. His zest in the ludicrous, his keen wit 
and his inimitable acting, especially his power of 
mimicry and his mastery of the violin, enabled him 
to offer his 
surpassed, either on or off the mimic stage. 

After the war Faulkner lived in Little Rock 
until his death in 1875, in straitened circumstan- 
ces, residing with a widowed daughter and one son. 
Another son was killed in the war; the two daugh- 
ters married and are both dead, and the son and 


associates an entertainment never 


only remaining child left this portion of the coun- 
try some years ago. 

When Faulkner died—over eighty years of age 
—-he held a subordinate office in the legislature 
then in session, which body adjourned and respect- 
fully buried all that was mortal of the ‘‘Arkansaw 
Traveler,’’ while ‘the little from his 
harmless and genial soul will continue to travel 


MmLOrCeau 


around the world and uever stop, the thrice wel- 
come guest about every fireside. 

What a comment is here in this careless, aim- 
less life and that vaulting ambition that straggles, 
and wars and suffers and sows the world with 
Poor 
Sandy had no thought of distinction; his life was a 


woe that men’s names may live after death. 


laugh, so unmixed with care for the morrow and 
so merry that it has filled a world with its cease- 
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Though there may be in this country no titled 
aristocracy, there are nobles, whose remotest de- 
scendants may claim that distinction of race and 
blood which follows the memory of the great deeds 
of illustrious sixes. It is the nobles whose lives 
and life’s great work were given to the cause of their 
fellowmen in that noblest of ali human efforts— 
liberty to mankind. ‘There is something forever 
sacred lingering about the graves, nay, the very 
ground, where these men exposed their lives and 
struggled for each and all of us. All good men 
(and no man can really be called good who does not 
love hberty and independence above everything in 
the world) cannot but feel a profound interest in 
the lineal descendants of Revolutionary fathers. 
‘* My ancestor was a soldier in the war for inde- 
pendence!’’ is a far nobler claim to greatness than 
is that of the most royal blue blood in all heraldry. 

W. P. Huddleston, of Sharp’s Cross Roads, 
Independence County, has the following family 
tree: Israel McBee was for seven years a soldier 
in a North Carolina regiment in the Revolutionary 
War. He died in Grainger County, Tenn., aged 
110 years. He was the father of Samuel McBee, 
who was the father of Rachel McBee, who married 
Jokn Huddleston, the grand father of W. P. Hud- 
dleston, Jr. 
Scotland. 


The McBees were originally from 


Samuel §. Welborn, of Fort Douglas, Johnson 
County, was the youngest son of Elias. 
His 


years a 


Samuel 
was born December 30, 1842. grandfather, 


Isaac Welborn. was seven soldier in a 
Georgia regiment, and died at Hazel Green, Ala., 
in 1833, aged eighty-four years. 

Samuel H. Hempstead is a name illustrious in 
Arkansas outside cf the fact that it is descended 
directly from a soldier in the war for indepead- 
ence. The above-named was born in New London, 
Conn., in IS14, and died in Little Rock in 1862. 
He was ason of Joseph Hempstead, born in New 
London in 1778, and died in St. Louis in 1831. 
Joseph was ason of Stephen Hempstead, born in 
New London ‘in 1742, and died in St. 
1832. 


Revolution, serving under Col. Ledyard at the 


St ween 
Louis in 
Stephen was a soldier in the American 


battle of Fort Griswold, near New London, when 
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these towns were captured by the British under 
Benedict Arnold, September 6, 1781. 
was wounded twice during the engagement—a 
severe gunshot wound in the left elbow disabling 
him in the arm for life. He wrote and published 
in the Missouri Republican in 1826, a detailed ac- 
count of the battle. 


Hempstead | 
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| 


Stephen Hempstead’s father was also Stephen | 


Hempstead, born in 1706 and died in 1774. 
records of Connecticut, Yol. VII, show that he 
was made an ensign in a train band company, 
by the colonial council, in October, 1737, where he 
served with distinction through this war, known as 
In May, 1740, he was made 
He was the son of 


King George’s War. 
surveyor by the council. 


Joshua Hempstead, born in 1678, and died in | 


1758. He was a representative in the Connecticut 
council in October, 1709; a member of the Royal 
council in October, 1712; ensign in train band com- 
pany in 1721; lieutenant in same company in May, 
1724; auditor of accounts in May, 1725. He was 
the son of Joshua Hempstead, Sr., born in 1649, 
and died in 1709; Joshua Hempstead, Sr., was a 
son of Robert Hempstead, born in 1600 and died 
in 1665. The last-named was the immigrant to 
America, one of the original nine settlers of New 
London, Conn., the founder of the town first called 
Hempstead, on Long Island. In 1646 Robert 
Hempstead built « house at New London for a res- 
idence, which is still standing, an ancient relic of 
great interest. It is oceupied by descendants of 
the builder, named Caits, from the female branches. 
Though much modernized the old house still shows 
the port-holes used for defense against the Indians. 
A daughter of Robert Hempstead, Mary, was the 
first white child born in New London, March 26, 
1647. 

Fay and Roy Hempstead, Little Rock, are de- 
scendants of this family. Other descendants live 
in St. Louis, Mo. 

Jesse Williams, of Prince William County, Va., 
enlisted under Dinwiddie’s call in the Trench- 
Indian War on the English settlers in 1754, 
under then Lieut.-Col. Washington, of the First 


Virginia Regiment of lOO men. The command at- 


The | 


| 
| 





tempted to reach where is now Pittsburg to relieve | 





: Rowe. 


Two descendants 
To 


this hard march to Fort Duquesne the men dragged 


Trent’s command at that place. 
of the Trents now live in Washington County. 


their cannon, were without tents and scant of pro- 


| visions, and deprived of material or means for 


bridging rivers. They fought at Fort Necessity. 
Washington cut a road twenty miles toward Du- 
quesne. On July 3 the fight took place, and July 
4 Washington capitulated on honorable terms. 

In 1755 Jesse Williams again entered the ser- 
vice under Washington and joined Braddock at 
Fort Cumberland. In 1758 he was.once more with 
Washington when Forbes moved on Fort Duquesne, 
being present at the capture, and helped raise the 
flag and name the place Pittsburg. 

In the Revolutionary War he was one of the 
first to enlist from Virginia, and was commissioned 
captain, and was present in nearly all the battles 
of that long war. 

The maternal ancestor of the Williams family 
was Thomas Rowe, of Virginia, acolonel in the war 
for independence, who was at the surrender of 
Yorktown. 

David Williams, a son of Jesse, married Betsy 
He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and 


, served with distinction, and also in the Seminole 


War. He settled in Kentucky, Franklin County. 
His children were Jacob, Urban V., Betty, Mil- 
le, Hattie and Susan; the children of Urban V. 
Williams being John, Pattie and Minnie. Bettie 
married Jeptha Robinson, and had children, David, 
Owen, Austin, May, Hettie, Ruth, Sue, Jacob, 
Frank and Sallie. 
Neat, and had children, Thomas, Estelle (Brink- 
ley), Ella (Ford), Addis and Ben. 
George Poor, aud had children, George, Lizzie, 
Sue and Minnie. Jacob Williams, the father of 
Mrs. Minnie C. Shinn (wife of Prof. J. H. Shinn, 
of Little Rock), Otis Williams and Mattie Wil- 
liams, Little Rock; Joseph Desha Williams and 
Maggie Wells, Russellville; Lucian and Virgil, 


Hettie married Dr. Andrew 


Sue married 


Memphis, are all of this family. Jacob Williams 
was a private in the Fifth Kentucky, in the late 
war, under Humphrey Marshall. 

Among the pioneers of what is now the State 


of Arkansas, there was perhaps no one family that 
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HISTORY OF 


furnished so many noted characters and citizens 
as the Conway family. Their genealogy is traced 
‘* back to the reign of Edward I, of England, in the 
latter part of the thirteenth century, to the cele- 
brated Castle of Conway, on Conway River, in 
the north of Wales, where the lords of Conway, 
in feuda] times presided in royal style.’’ Thomas 
Conway came to America about the year 1740, 
and settled in the Virginia colony. Henry Conway 
was his only son. The latter was first a colonel 
and afterward a general in the Revolutionary War. 
His daughter, Nellie, after marriage, became the 
mother of President Madison, and his son, Mon- 
eure D., was brother-in-law to Gen. Washington. 

Thomas Conway, another son of Gen. Henry 
Conway. settled, during the Revolutionary period, 
near the present site of Greenville, Tenn. He 
married Ann Rector, a native of Virginia, and 
member of the celebrated Rector family. To this 
union seven sons and three daughters were born, 
and all were well reared and well educated. 

In 1818, Gen. Thomas Conway moved .with 
his family from Tennessee to St. Louis, in the 
Territory of Missouri, and soon after to Boone 
County, where he remained until his death, in 
1835. Henry Wharton Conway, the eldest son, 
was born March 18, 17938, in Greene County, 
Tenn., and served as a lieutenant in the War of 
1812-15; subsequently, in 1817, he served in the 
treasury department at Washington, immigrated 
to Missouri with his father in 1818, and early in 
1820, after being appointed receiver of public 
moneys, he immigrated in company with his next 
younger brother, James Sevier Conway, who was 
born in 1798, to the county of Arkansas, in the 
then Territory of Missouri. These two brothers 
took and executed large contracts to survey the 
public and later on James 8. became 
surveyor-general of the Territory. During the 
twenties Henry W. Conway served two terms as a 


lands, 


delegate in Congress, and received the election 
in 1827 for the third term, but on the 29th of 
October of that year, he was mortally wounded in 
a duel with Robert Crittenden, from the effects of 
which he died on the 9th of November, following. 
[See account of the duel elsewhere in this work. | 
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A marble shaft with an elaborate inscription, 
erected by his brother, James S. Conway, stands 
over his grave in the cemetery at Arkansas Post. 
James S. Conway became the first governor 
of the State of Arkansas, upon its admission into 
the Union, serving as such from 1836 to 1840, 
after which he settled on his princely possessions 
on Red River in the southern part of the State. 
He was a large slave holder and cotton planter. 
He died on the 3d of March, 1855, at Walnut 
Hill, his country seat, in Lafayette County. 
Frederick Rector Conway, the third son of 
Gen. Thomas Conway, was a noted character in 
Missouri and Illinois. John Rector Conway, the 
fourth son, was an eminent physician, who died in 
San Francisco in 1868. William B. Conway was 
at the old homestead in Tennessee, about 1806. 
under 


bor: 


He was thoroughly educated, read law 
John J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, and commenced 
the practice at Elizabethtown in that State. He 
moved to Arkansas in 1840, and in 1844 was 
elected judge of the Third circuit. In December, 
1846, he was elected associate justice of the 
supreme court. He died December 29, 1852, and 
is buried by the side of his noble mother, in 
Mount Holly Cemetery, Little Rock. The sixth 
son, Thomas A., died in his twenty-second year in 
Missouri. 

The seventh and youngest son, Gov. Elias N. 
Conway, was born May 17, 1812, at the old home- 
stead in Tennessee, and in November, 1833, he 
left his parents’ home in Missouri, and came to 
Little Rock, and entered into a contract to survey 
large tracts of the public lands in the northwest- 
ern part of the State. Having executed this con- 
tract, he was, in 1836, appointed auditor of State, 
a position which he held for thirteen years. In 
1852 and again in 1856, he was elected on the 
Democratic ticket as governor of the State, and 
served his full two terms, eight years, a longer 
period than any other governor has ever served. 
Much could be said, did space permit, of the emi 
nent services this man has rendered to Arkansas. 
Of the seven brothers named he is the only one 
now living. He leads a retired and secluded life 
in Little Rock, in a small cottage in which he has 
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resided for over forty years. He has no family, 
having never been married. 

Robert Crittenden, youngest son of John Crit- 
tenden, a major in the Revolutionary War, was born 
near Versailles, Woodford County, Ky., January 
1, 1797. He was educated by and read law with 
his brother, John J. Crittenden, in Russellville, 
that State. Being appointed first secretary of 
Arkansas Territory, he removed to Arkansas Post, 
the temporary seat of government, where on the 
3d day of March, 1819, he was inaugurated and 


assumed the duties of his office. On the same 
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| the War of 1812 closed, he read law and was ad- 


mitted to the bar in Tennessee. After the close of 
the Seminole War, he located at Fayetteville, Lin- 
coln County, Tenn., and there practiced law until 
1882, when President Jackson gave him the choice 
to fill one of two vacancies, governor of Florida 


_ or Territorial judge in the Territory of Arkansas. 


day James Miller was inaugurated first governor | 


of the Territory. It seems, however, that Goy. 
Gov. George Izard, in March, 1825, was seldom 
present and only occasionally performed official 
duties. This left Crittenden to assume charge of 
the position as governor a great portion of the 


time while Miller held the office. Crittenden con- 


He chose the latter and in due time located at 
Fayetteville, in Washington County. He was a 
man of fine personal appearance, pleasant and 
humorous, and possessed the faculty of making 
friends wherever he went. He was elected and 


served as grand master of the Masonic fraternity 


| in the jurisdiction of Arkansas; was a Democrat 


Miller, though he held his office until succeeded by | 


tinued as secretary of the Territory until succeeded | 


by William Fulton, in April, 1829, having served 
in that capacity a little over ten years. In 1827 
he fought a duel with Henry W. Conway, the ac- 
count of which is given elsewhere. 
Gen. Albert Pike, with whom he was intimately 
associated, ‘‘he was a man of fine presence and 
handsome faze, with clear bright eyes, and unmis- 
takable intellect and genius, frank, genial, one to 
attach men warmly to himself, impulsive, generous, 
warm hearted.’’ 
the Whig party in the Territory, and continued as 
such until his death, which occurred December 18, 
1834, at Vicksburg, Miss., whither he had gone 
on business. 
Territory, which he had Jong and faithfully served, 
became a State. 

Archibald Yell, not unfamiliar to Arkansans, 
was born in North Carolina, in August, 1797, and 


He died thus young, and before the 


while very young immigrated to Tennessee, and 
settled in Bedford County. 
War as the boy captain of the Jackson Guards, 


in politics, and the first member of Congress from 
the State of Arkansas; was governor of the State 
from 1540 to 1844: was elected again as a member 
of Congress in 1844, and served until 1846, when 
he resigned to accept the coloneley of an Arkansas 
He 
was killed in the battle of Buena Vista, February 
22, 1847. 

In his race for Congress in 1844, he was op- 


regiment of volunteers for the Mexican War. 


_ posed by the Hon. David Walker, the leader of the 


According to | 


_ cemetery at Fayetteville. 
He was the first great leader of | 


He served in the Creek | 


under Gen, Jackson, also under the same general | 


in the War of 1812-18, participating in the battle 
of New Orleans, and also in the Seminole War. 
He was a man of moderate education, and when 


Whig party, and they made a joint canvass of the 
State. 
-—-to the different crowds of people more freely than 
In 1847 the Masonic fra- 
ternity erected a monument to his memory in the 


Yell could adapt himself to circumstances 
could his antagonist. 


Gov. Yell was a man of 
great ability, and one of the great pioneer states- 
men of Arkansas. 

The eminent jurist, Judge David Walker, de- 
scended from a line of English Quakers, of whom 
the last trans-Atlantic ancestor in the male line 
was Jacob Walker, whose son George emigrated to 
America prior to the war of the Revolution, and 
settled in Brunswick County, Va. Here he mar- 
ried a lady, native to the manor born, and be- 
came the first American ancestor of a large and 
One of Jacob 
Wythe Walker, born in the decade that ushered 
in the Revolution, early in life removed to and 
Here, 
on the 19th day of February, 1806, was born un 


distinguished family. his sons, 


settled in what is now Todd County, Ky. 


to him and his wife, Nancy (Hawkins) Walker, 
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the subject of this sketeh—Dzavid Walker. Young 
Walker’s opportunities for obtaining a school edu- 
cation in that then frontier country were limited, 
but, being the son of a good lawyer, he inherited 
his father’s energetic nature, became self-educated, 
read law and was admitted to the bar in Scotts- 
ville, Ky., early in 1829, and there practiced 
until the fall of 1830, when he moved to Little 
Rock, Ark., arriving on the 10th of October. 
Soon after this he located at Fayetteville, Wash- 
ington County, and remained there, except when 
From 1833 
to 1835 he was prosecuting attorney in the Third 
circuit. He was one of the many able members of 
the constitutional convention of 1836. In 1840 he 
rode ‘‘the tidal wave of whiggery’’ into the State 
In 1S44 he 
Jed the forlorn hope of his party in the ever memor- 
able contest with Gov. Yell for Congress. In 
1848, while on a visit to Kentucky, and without 


temporarily absent, until his death. 


senate, in which he served four years. 


his knowledge, a legislature, largely Democratic, 
elected him associate justice of the supreme court 
over strong Democratic opposition, embracing such 
men as Judges English and William Conway, both 
of whom afterwards succeeded to the office. 

He had always been a Jover of the Union, but 
when the Civil War came on, having been born 
and reared in the Sonth, and having become 
attached to its institutions, he finally chose rather 
to cast his fortunes with the proposed Confederacy 
than with the Federal Union. In February 1861, 
he was elected a delegate to the State convention 
which convened on the 4th of March, and finally, 
at its adjourned session, passed the ordinance of 
He and Judge B. C. Totten were can- 
didates for the chairmanship of this convention, 


secession. 


the former representing the Union strength, and 
the latter the 
developed. 


it was then 
Walker received forty out of the sev- 


disunion element as 
enty-five votes cast, and thereupon took the chair: 
but owing to the rapid change of sentiment all of 
the majority, save one, finally voted with the 
minority, and Arkansas formally withdrew from the 
In [S66 
he was elected chief justice of the State, but in 


Union, with Judge Walker as a leader. 


less than two years was removed from the oftice by 
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military power. At the close of the reconstruction 
period he was again elected to the supreme bench 
and served thereon until September, 1878, when 
he resigned at the age of seventy-two, and retired 
He died September 30, 1879. He 


Was a pious and conscientious man, an able jurist, 


to private life. 


a pioneer of Arkansas, highly respected by its citi- 
zens. 

Gen. Grandison D. Royston, a son of Joshua 
Royston and Elizabeth 5. (Watson) Royston, na- 
tives, respectively, of Maryland and Virginia, and 
both of -pure English descent, was born on the 
9th of December, 1800, in Carter County, Tenn. 
His father was an agriculturist and Indian trader 
of great energy and character, and his mother 
was a daughter of that eminent Methodist divine, 
one of the pioneers of 
He 


was educated in the common neighborhood schools 


Rey. Samuel Watson, 


the Holstein conference in East Tennessee. 


and in a Presbyterian academy in Washington 
County, Tenn. In 1829 he entered the law office 
of Judge Emerson. at Jonesboro, in that State, 
Sub- 
sequently he emigrated to Arkansas Territory, and 
in April, 1832, located in Fayetteville, Washiag- 
ton County, where he remained only eight months, 


and two vears after was admitted to the bar. 


teaching school five days in the week and _ practic- 
He then 
moved to Washington, in Hempstead County, 
In 
the performance of his professional duties he trav- 
eled the circuits of the Territory and State in that 


ing law in justices courts on Saturdays. 


where he continued to reside until his death. 


cavalcade of legal lights composed of such men as 
Hempstead, Fowler, Trapnall, Cummins, Pike, 
Walker, Yell, Ashley, Bates. Searey and others. 
In 1833 he was elected prosecuting attorney 
for the Third circuit, and performed the duties of 
that office for two In January, 1836, he 
served as a delegate from Hempstead County in 


framed the 
first constitution of the State: and in the fall of 


years. 


the convention at Little Rock. which 
the same year he was elected to represent his 
After 


the expulsion of John Wilson, speaker of the house, 


county in the first legislature of the State. 


who killed Representative John J. Anthony, Roy- 


ston was on joint ballot elected to fill the vacant 


mo 
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(eo ale ' HISTORY OF 


| speakership but declined the office. In 1841 
President Tyler appointed him United States dis- 


trict attorney for the district of Arkansas, which 


| office he held a short time and then resigned it. 
| In 1858 he represented the counties of Hempstead, 
| Pike and Lafayette in the State legislature, and 

became the author of the levee system of the State. 
| In 1861 he was elected to the Confederate Con- 
| gress, serving two years. In 1874 he was a dele- 


| gate from Hempstead County to the constitutional 
| convention, and was elected president of that 
| body. In 1876 he represented the State at large 
| inthe National Democratic convention at St. Louis, 
| and voted for Tilden and Hendricks. He was al- 
ways a Democrat, aman of culture, refinement and 


winning manners, and enjoyed in a large degree 


the confidence of the people. He obtained his 
title as general by serving on the staff of Gov. 
| Drew with the rank of brigadier-general. He | 
| died August 14, 1889, in his eightieth year. He, | 
too, was one of the last prominent pioneers of Ar- 
kansas, and it is said he was the last surviving 
member of the constitutional convention of 1836. 
Judge James Woodson Bates was born in 
_ Goochland County, Va., about the year 1788. He 
was educated in the Yale and Princeton Col- 
leges, graduating from the latter about 1810. 
When quite young he attended the trial of Aaron 
Burr, for treason, at Richmond. Soon after grad- 
| uating he read law. In the meantime his brother, 
_ Frederick Bates, was appointed first secretary of 
| Missouri Territory, and was acting governor in 
| the absence of Goy. Clark. About 1816 he fol- 
- lowed his brother to the West, and settled in St. 
Louis. In 1820 he removed to the Post of Arkan- 
sas and there began the practice of his profession, 
but had scarcely opened his office when he was 
elected first delegate to Congress from Arkansas 
Territory. In 1825 he was a candidate for re- 
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election, but was defeated by the celebrated Henry 
W. Conway, an able man, who commanded not 
only the influence of his own powerful family, but 
that of the Rectors, the Johnsons, Roanes and 
Ambrose H. Sevier, and all the political adherents 
of Gen. Jackson, then so popular in tke South 
and West. The influence and strength of this 
combined opposition could not be overcome. 

After his short Congressional career closed, he 
moved to the newly settled town of Batesville, and 
resumed the practice of his profession. Batesville 
was named after him. In November, 1825, Presi- 
dent Adams appointed him one of the Territorial 
judges, in virtue of which he was one of the 
judges of the superior or appellate court organized 
on the plan of the old English court in bane. On 
the accession of Gen. Jackson to the presidency, 
his commission expired without renewal. and he 
soon after removed to Crawford County, married 
a wealthy widow, and became stationary on a rich 
farm near Van Buren. In the fall of 1835 he 
was elected to the constitutional convention, and 
contributed his ability and learning in the forma- 
tion of our first organic law as a State Soon 
after the accession of John Tyler to the presidency, 
he appointed Judge Bates register of the land 
office at Clarksville, in recognition of an old 
friend. He discharged every public trust, and 
all the duties devolved on him as a private citizen. 
with the utmost fidelity. Strange to say, whilst 
he possessed the most fascinating conversational 
powers, he was a failure as a public speaker. He 
was also a brother to Edward Bates, the attorney- 
general in President Lineoln’s cabinet. He was 
well versed in the classics, and familiar with the 
best authors of English and American literature. 
He died at his home in Crawford County in 1546, 
universally esteemed. 
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GREENE COUNTY—PIysicaAL FEATURES—STREAMS—I°ORESTS—KIND OF SOTIL—AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
—Srock INTERESTS—REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY—POPULATION—RAILWAYS—ERA OF SETTLE- 
" MENT—A NOTED HUNTER—ACTS OF THE CouNtTY BOARD—COUNTY SEAT AND BUILDINGS-— 
OFFICERS—POLITICAL OUTLOOK—LEGAL MATTERS—MILITARY AYFAIRS 
—MUNICIPALITIES—SCHOOLS—CHURCHES— BIOGRAPHY. 


Be mindful 


With iron teeth of rakes and prongs to move 


REENE COUNTY, Ark., 


of the State, in latitude 36° 
37° North, and longitude 
91° west from Greenwich, 
England. It is bounded on 
the north by Clay County, 
east by the St. 
River, which separates it from Dunk- 
lin County, Mo., south by Craig- 
bead, and west by Lawrence and Ran- 






Francis 


dolph Counties. It has an area of 
NK 600 square miles, of which less than 

DA dy oe 
“Bib one tenth is improved. Its boundary 


. lines are as follows: Commencing 

where the line between Sections 21 
and 28, Township 19, Range 9, intersects the mid- 
Qe of the main chaniel of the St. Francis River: 
thence down the middle of the main channel of that 
river to the line between Townships 15 and 16; 
thence west on the township line to the Cache 
River; thence up said river, with its meanderings, 
tu the line between Townships 17 and 18; thence 
west on the township line to the line between 
Ranges 2 and 3; thence north on the range line to 
the northwest corner of Section 30, Township 19, 
Range 3; thence east on the section lines, and on 
the county line, to the place of beginning. 





lies in the northeastern part 


The crusted earth.— Dryden. 


Crowley’s Ridge, from its continuation in Clay 
County, extends in a rather southwesterly direction 
through Greene County, with a width varying from 


five to ten miles, and slopes gently on either side 


to the level of the bottom lands. This ridge in 
the southern part of the county is more rolling 
than elsewhere, and farms have been opened en- 
tirely across it, though generally speaking its sum- 
mit is not much cultivated. The early settlers. for 
the most part, selected their homes on the foot of 
the ridge and on ridges between tae creeks. The 
farms now extend from both slopes of the ridge 
far out into the rich level lands. 

From Crowley’s Ridge the waters flow through 
several small streams in a southeasterly direction 
and empty into St. Francis River; and west of the 
ridge the waters course through small streams in 
a southwesterly direction, emptying into Cache 
River: thus all that portion of the county lying 
between these rivers is drained. That part north. 
west of Cache River is drained through the streams 
tributary to Cache and Black Rivers. 

“The entire county---with the exception of 
places where the forest has been cleared and farms 
opened—is finely timbered with unequaled quality 
of white oak, red oak, hickory, sweet gum, ash, 
The Crowley’ Ss 


Ridge summit is timbered its entire length through 


poplar, pine, and walnut timber. 
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1 aa HISTORY OF 


the county with pitch or red pine of the finest — 


quality, and the slopes with other timber named. 

‘The soil is varied. 
and rocky points on the summit and ajmost any 
grade between sandy soil of the bottom lands. It 
produces good crops of corn, wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, sorghum cane, broom corn, cotton, potatoes, 


One discovers poor, thin | 








ARKANSAS. 


esting. ‘The decrease in the number of sheep is 
probably due to the reduction in the price of wool, 
while the decrease in the number of hogs is appar- 


ent but not real. The census of 1880 gives the 


number raised, sold and slaughtered during the 


_ year, while the assessment rols show only the 


turnips, tame grasses, clover and millet, while the | 
range for cattle from eight to ten months of the | 


year, and for hogs through the fall, is almost in- 
inexhaustible.’’ * 

At present lumbering is, and until the timber 
supply becomes exhausted will continue to be, 
one of the leading if not the principal industry of 
the county, and a great source of income. In 
April of the current year there were thirty-four 
steam power saw-mills, six stave factories, one shin- 
gle-mill, and two planing-mills, within the county 
—all engaged in cutting the timber into Iumber, 


number on hand when listed for taxation: hence 
the increase must have been large. As previously 


stated, all parts of the county are well supplied 


_ with streams, and an abundance of good weil 
_ water can be obtained at a depth of from thirty to 


forty feet; without blasting through any rock, and 


as the lands are well adapted to the raising of 


grains, tame grasses and clover, this country must 


ete. One of these mills—that of the J. M. Reed | 


Lumber Company—has capacity for cutting 100,- 
000 feet of lumber per day. The most profitable 
source of revenue to the farmers consists in the 
raising of cotton and corn, which yield probably a 
nearly equal income. Most of the saw-mills have 
cotton gins, and some grist-mills attached. 

In 1880 there were, according to the United 
States census, 1,181 farms, with 30,596 acres of 
improved lands in the county, and from these the 
vegetable productions were as follows: Indian 
corn, 347,926 bushels; oats, 29,110 bushels; wheat, 
10,475 bushels; hay, 124 tons; cotton, 3,711 bales; 
Trish potatoes, 5,181 bushels; sweet potatoes, 13,959 
bushels; tobacco, 5,735 pounds. A large acreage 
has since been cleared, and the vegetable produc- 
tions correspondingly increased. 


eventually—after the lumber industry ceases— 
become excellent for diversified farming, and 
especially for the raisiny of live stock, the climate 
being mild, and the shipping facilities to the great 
commercial centers unusually superior. 

The country is also well adapted tothe growing 
of all manner of fruits common to this latitude. 

The assessed value of the real estate of Greene 
County for the year 1S80 was $426,685, and of the 
personal property $254,361, making a total of 
$681,046, and the total amount of taxes charged 


_ thereon was $16,099. The assessed value of the 
real estate of the county for 1S8S, including the 


_ taxes charged was $29, 103.63. 
that the taxable wealth of the county has about | 


The numbers of head of live stock within the | 


county, as indicated by the same census, were as 
follows: Horses, 7,694; mules and asses, 760; 
neat cattle, 8,975; sheep, 1,727; hogs, 16,934. 
The following show the number of head of live 
stock in the county as declared by the assessment 
rolis for 1S8S: Horses, 2,326; mules and asses, 
991; neat cattle, 10,125; 
16,481. The comparison of these tigures is inter 


* Quotations from Greene County Record. 


sheep, 1,685; hogs, 





railroad property, was $1,318,392.72, and of the 
personal property, 5062,719, making a total of 
$1,876,111.72. upon which the total amount of 

D2 This demonstrates 
doubled since 1880, but that the taxes have not 
increased in the same ratio. The railroads, which 
now constitute a considerable portion of the tax- 
able wealth of the county, and pay a large percent- 
age of the taxes, were assessed for the year ISSS 
as follows: St. Louis, Tron Mountain & Southern, 


$330,750: St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas, 3200,677: 


| Kansas City, Fort Seott & Memphis, $4,560; total, 


$535. 987. 
The county has excellent public buildings. and 
a floating debt of only about $7,000, which will be 


_ canceled after another year’s taxes are collected. 


This covers the whole indebtedness—there being 


no bonded debt at all. Such favorable facts prove 
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that Greene County has many attractions for home 
seekers, Lands are yet cheap, and immigrants from 
the over-crowded Hastern and Northern States can 
certainly do much better by coming to this country 
than by going west to points beyond the improve- 
ments of civilization. Capital is being rapidly 
invested here, thus insuring employment to the 
laborer. Here an industrious man with but small 
capital may soon possess and own a home, where 
society is good and the clmate unexcelled: here he 
may gain, by application and energy, just recogni- 
tion, and here, too, may he avoid the financial 
burdens which characterize other less-favored com- 
munities. 

The population of Greene County in 1560, in- 
cluding what is now the astern district of Clay 
County, was 0,654—189 of whom were colored. 
The population of 1870, comprising the same terri- 
The 


population in 1880, embracing only the present 


tory, was 7,417—156 of whom were colored. 


area of the county, was 7,405, of whom only 75 
were colored. 
crease by way of immigration, together with the 


Considering the recent rapid in- 


natural accession, it is safe to estimate the popula- 
tion of the county at the present writing, at more 
than double that of 1880. 

The main line of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain 
& Southern Railroad 





completed about 1872— 
runs in a southwesterly direction across the north- 
western portion of the county, a distance of nine 
and three-fourth miles. The Helena branch of 
the same road, finished in 1852, runs through in a 
southeasterly aud southerly course across the 
entire county, by way of Gainesville, Paragonld 
and minor points, a distance of twenty-three miles. 
The St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railroad, com- 
pleted in 1882, passes through the entire county 
in a southwesterly direction along the eastern side 
of Crowley’s Ridge, by way of Paragould and 
other points, a distance of twenty-four miles and 
2,904 feet. The Kansas City, Fort Scott & Mem- 
phis Railroad, constructed in 1883, runs in a south- 
easterly direction across the extreme southwestern 
corner of the county, a distance of only 2,400 feet. 
The Paragould & Buifalo Island Narrow Gauge 
Railroad runs eastward from Paragould to the St. 


Francis River, a distance of ten miles. It was 
built in 1858, by a local company, for the purpose 
of shipping out timber and lumber. The combined 
length of the through lines of railroad is fifty-seven 
miles and 3,984 feet, which added to the ten miles 
of narrow gauge road, makes over seventy-seven 
miles of railway in the county. 

The settlement of the territory now composing 
Greene County began about the year 1820.  Ben- 
jamin Crowley, grandfather of Hon. Benjamin H. 
Crowley, and his family were the first settlers, and 
their nearest neighbors were then at Pocahontas, 
now the county seat of Randolph County. 
ley’s Ridge was named in honor of this pioneer 
settler. The Pevehouse family, Wiley Hutchins, 
Jerry Gage, Samuel Willecockson, the Robertsons 
and J. W. Gage, were among the first settlers of 
the Crowley neighborhood, which is some twelve 
Wiliam Pevyehouse 


Crow- 


miles west of Paragould. 
was the first child born in the county, and his 
brother, Wiley, and Hon. Ben. H. Crowley were 
first among the next children born. James MeDan- 
ic] and Jesse Payne were early settlers on Village 
Creek. Isaiah Hampton and Lewis Bramilet set- 
tled in 1848, four miles east of Gainesville. John 
Mitchell, an early settler near Gainesville, put up 
the first cotton gin in the county, and Samuel 
Wileockson erected the first steam grist mill on 
Crowley's Ridge. it being on Poplar Creek in the 
Crowley settlement. Parson William Nutt located 
near Gainesville; and Aaron Bagwell, from whom 
Bagwell Lake in the eastern part of the county 
took its name, and C. G. Jones, after whom Jones 
Ridge on the western border of the county is called, 
were also early settlers. 

The Bradshaws—noted hunters—settled on the 
upper end of the ridge, in what is now Clay 
County, and A. J. Smith, ‘‘the great Arkansas 
bear hunter.’’ settled near the Bradshaws and mar- 
ried into their family. 
and cleared up a farm a few miles east of the pres- 


He subsequently located 


ent town of Paragould, where he lived until his 
death. He was known far and near, and was the 
most noted eccentric character in all of Northeast- 
ern Arkansas, possessing many of the traits of the 


famous Col. Davy Crockett. He was a veritable 
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backwoodsman, not accustomed to the finer com- 
forts of advanced civilization. 
raised large numbers of cattle, and undoubtedly 


He owned slaves, 


killed more wild animals than any other man in 
the State. 
footed, with his collar opened and sleeves rolled 


He usually went bareheaded and bare 


up, and nearly always carried with him his rifle, 
shot pouch and large hunting knife. Upon his ap- 
pearance in this plight he was much feared, espec- 
ially by those not acquainted with him. 
however, kind and benevolent, brave and generous, 
and had but few enemies, being a firm friend to 
those he respected, but a dangerous man in a 
quarrel. 

On one occasion after having sold a herd of cat- 
tle to Gov. ‘‘Jack’? Drew, he went, equipped as 


He was, 


usual, to the governor’s residence to collect his 
pay. He 
was met at the door by Mrs. Drew, who though 
much frightened invited him to step in and take a 
seat at the fire. 
not like ‘‘to step on that quilt.”’ 
ing loose he took it by the edge, folded it over and 
then sprang across and took a chair near the fire. 
Mrs. Drew felt convinced that her 
guest was a horse thief, and thereupon had his 


The governor happened to be absent. 


He looked down and said he did 
The carpet be- 


unwelcome 


_ horse pvt into the stable and locked, knowing that 


her husband would return soon. On seeing the 
latter she went out to meet him, and related the 
appearance of the mysterious stranger, whereupon 
the governor, with a hearty laugh. replied, ‘‘O! 
that is Jack Smith, it’s just like him.’’ 

Angeline, his wife, was an excellent shot with 
the rifle, and often accompanied him on his hunt- 
ing excursions. 
a trail, desiring to ‘ 


Once while returning home upon 
prowl around a little longer,’’ 
he requested his companion not to wait for him. 
Accordingly she rode on, but had not gone far un- 
til the dogs—remaining with Jack—chased up a 
huge bear, pursuing it so closely that it stopped 
and turned its back against the roots of a fallen 
tree, and began to cuff the dogs 


D 


right and left. 
Jack ran to their assistance, whereupon the bear, 
having cowed the dogs, sprang forward and rushed 
upon him. Jack in retreating, stumbled and fell. 


Just at this critical moment, Angeline, who had 








heard the confusion, wheeled her steed about, took 
and killed the monster 
beast, thus saving her husband’s life. 


deliberate aim and shot 
Ever there- 
after upon relating this incident, he never failed 
to declare that Angeline was the best woman ever 
created. 

This great hunter generally wore ‘‘ buckskin 
breeches.’’ He was of a humorous disposition, 
and on one occasion was visited by a party of well 
dressed gentlemen from Memphis, who, upon seeing 
the large quantity of peltry he had on hand, asked 
His 
reply was that formerly when dressed in his buck- 


how he came to be so successful in hunting. 


skin trousers and other outfit, the animals, espec- 
ially the deer, had become so well acquainted with 
him that they knew him by sight, and were always 
on the outlook for him, in consequence of which 
It 
then occurred to him that he must change his 


he could not get near enough to shoot them. 
garb, and thus deceive the animals. So now, he 
said, that upon approaching a herd of deer, the 
sentinel buck seeing him would inform the rest 
that there was no danger—that it was only some 
finely dressed gentleman from Memphis, who was 
harmless. In this way he claimed to delude the 
The 


numerous eccentricities, bear and deer hunts and 


deer, succeeding in killing a great many. 


the like, of this famous hunter, if compiled would 
make an interesting book on frontier hfe. 

Wiley Clarkson was an early settler and hunt- 
ing companion of Smith. 
slowly prior to 1855, but after that more rapidly 


The county settled very 


until the war period, during which time it received 
no new comers. Soon after the war the growth in 
population was renewed and continued gradual 
until four years ago, since which time it has been 
and still is very rapid. For additional mention 
of settlers, with more specific dates, the reader is 
referred to the biographical pages of this volume. 

Greene County was organized in accordance 
with an act of the legislature of Arkansas Terri- 
tory, approved November 5, 1833, and was made 
to embrace the territory it now comprises, except- 
ing that portion lying west of Cache River, to- 
gether with the whole of what is now the Eastern 
district of Clay County, and a portion of Craig- 
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GREENE COUNTY. 


head County, all formerly belonging to Lawrence 
County. When Clay County was formed in 1873, 
that portion of Greene now lying west of the 
Cache River was attached from Randolph County. 

The original seat of justice was located about 
1835, at a point five miles northeast of Gaines- 
ville, and was named Paris. 
house was erected and one or two stores opened. 
Afterward the question of re-locating the county 
seat was agitated, and of the different points com- 


Here a log court- 


peting for it, the one where Gainesville is situated 
gained the location, hence the name Gainesville. 
To this place the seat of justice was moved about 
the year 1540. 
ly a log jail were erected. 
abandoned and in its stead a three-story frame 
court-house, about thirty feet square, was con- 
The first floor of this building was 


A log court-house and subsequent- 
The former was soon 


structed. 
occupied with the county offices, the second with 
the court-room, and the third with a Masonic hall. 
The building, with a portion of the records, was 
burned in 1874. A store room was then rented 
for a court-house, in the 
same year, it was, with all the balance of the 
records, also burned. 


and soon thereafter, 


These buildings were sup- 
posed to have been set on fire by certain parties, 
that the records, noting their rather questionable 
conduct, might be destroyed. This led to the 
shooting and killing of Sheriff Wright, by a citizen 
whom the people justified by not prosecuting. 
Two other persons, supposed to be implicated in 
the crime of burning the buildings, were arrested 
and placed in jail, from which they escaped and 
were not afterward apprehended. One of them, 
it is said, confessed his guilt. 

The next court-house was another store room, 
which, with all accumulated records, was burned 
in 1876, presumably by an incendiary resting un- 
der indictments for crime. A one-story frame 
court-house was then erected, and continued to 
be used until 1854, when the county seat was 
removed from Gainesville to its present site. at 
Paragould. In ISS4 the one-story frame build- 
ing now standing east of the court-house square 
In 1888 


the present beautiful and well-proportioned two- 


was erected for a temporary court-house. 





Ofna eae 


story brick building, with the halls and offices on 
the first floor and the court-room on tbe second, 
was erected by Contractors Boone and McGinnis, 
at a cost of S14, 700. 
$700 more. In 1877 the same contractors built 
the present two-story jail, containing four iron 


The clock in the tower cost 


cells or rooms, and the jailer’s residence, at a cost 


| of $7,000. 


Following is a list of the names of the county 
officers of Greene County from its organization to 
the present, together with the term of service of 
each: - 

Judges: I. Brookfield, 1833-35; W. Hanes, 
1835-86; George Daniel, 1886-1838; L. Thomp- 
son, 1838-40; J. M. Cooper, 1840-42; H. Powell, 
1842-44; N. Murphree, 1844-46; J. M. Cooper, 
1846-48; C. G. Steele, 1848-50; H. T. Allen, 
1850-52; J. Dellinger, 1852-54; H. T. Allen, 
1854-60; T. Clark, 1860-64; J. J. Wood, 1864— 
66; H. T. Allen, 1866-68; A. Seagroves, 1S68-- 
72; David Thorn, 1874-76; J. P. Culver, 1876-78; 
J. McDaniel, 1875-80; M. C. Gramling, 1880-82; 
J. O’Steen, 1552-88; W. C. Jones, present in- 
cumbent, elected 1SSS. 

Clerks: LL. Thompson, 1833-36; G. L. Mar- 
tin, 1836-388; H. L. Holt, to November, 1838; J. 
L. Atchison, 1838-44; H. L. Evans, 1844-46; H. 
Powell, 1846-50; M. T. C. Lumpkins, 1850-54; 
J. W. McFarland, 1854-56; L. B. MeNeil, 1S56- 
58; H. W. Glasscock, 1858-64; R. H. Gardner, 
1864-68; E. R. Seeley, 1868-72; D. B. Warren, 
1872-82; R. H. Gardner, 1882-88; T. B. Kiteh- 


ens, present incumbent, elected in LS58. 


| ertson, 


Sheriffs: James Brown, 1833-34; Charles Rob- 
1834-86; J. Stotts, 1836-38; J. Clark, 
1838-44; J. R. Ragsdale, 1844-46; A. F. Puryer, 
1846-48: J. Clark, 1845-50; William Pevehouse, 
1850-52; W. M. Peebles, 1852-58; F. S. White. 
1858-62; A. Eubanks, 1862-614; F. S. White. 
1864-68; M. Wright, 1S6S-72; M. C. Gramling, 
1872-74; J. P. Willeoekson, 1874-76; J. A. Owen, 
1876-77; F. S. White, 1S877--80; T. R. Willeock- 
son, 1880-84; J. M. Highfield, 1884-86; T. R. 
Willeockson, present incumbent, first elected in 
ISS6. 

Treasurers: James Ratchford 1836-38; H. N. 
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HISTORY OF 


Reynolds, 1840-42; G. W. Harley, 1842-44; M. 
Carter, 1844-46; J. W. Poole, 1846-82; C. G. 
Jones, 1852-54; W. Meredith, 1854-56; J. Payne, 
1856-58: T. H. Wyse, 1858-62; C. Wall, 1862-- 
64; M. C. Gramling, 1864-66; Alex. Wood, 1866— 
68; Sam Newberry, 1868-72; R. Jackson, 1872- 
76; H. C. Swindle, 1876-78: G. W. Stevenson, 
1878-S80;* R. Jackson, 1SSO0-S4; J. N. Johnson, 
_ 1884-86; H. S. Trice, present first 
elected in 1886. 

Coroners: J. Suttin, 1833-35; J. Fowler, 1835 
+36; John Anderson, 1838-42; P. K. Lester, 
1842-44; J. Lawrence, 1844-46; J. Hunt, 1846- 
48; W. H. Mack, 1848-50; R. W. Dorsey, 1850— 


incumbent, 


d4; J. S. Hibbs, 1854-56; M. McDaniel, 1856-58; | 


A. P. Bobo, 1858-60; H. B. Wright, 1860-64: J. 
R. Gentry, 1864-66; H. Jackson, 1866-68; L. 
Steadman, 1868-72; J. H. Dudley, 1872-74; E. 
Daniels, 1874-76; J. A. Little, 1876-78; W. M. 
McKay, 1878-80; J. W. Hardy, 18S0-S2; J. R. 
Gross, 1882-84; V. Looney, 1854-86; J. M. Ham- 
mond, 1886-88; B. Terrell, present incumbent, 
elected in 1S88. 

Surveyors: G. Hall, 1833-86; William Hatch, 
1838-40; J. J. Johnson; 1840-42; J. B. B. Moore, 
1842-44; James Mitchell, 1844-56; E. M. Allen, 
1856-58; W. C. Reyburn, 1858-60: R. G. Me- 
Leskey, 1860-62; J. P. Harris, 1862-64; R. C. 
Mack, 1864-66; L. M. Wilson, 1866-68: J. See- 
ley, 1870-72; R. H. Gardner, 1872-82; O. S. 
Newsom, 1582-88; Len Merriweather, present in- 
cumbent, elected in 188N. 

Assessors: R. H.: Gardner, 1859-62: T. C. 
Murphy, 1862-64; H. W. Glasscock, 1864-66; 
M. C. Gramling, 1866-68: D. J. Edwards, 186S— 
70; P. G. Straughn, 1870-72; W. F. Clements, 
1872-74; W. S. Ledbetter, 1874-76: J. Huckabay, 
1876-78; J. F. Lytle, 1878-80: P. G. Light, 
1880-84; J. R. Thompson, 1884-88: E. L. Bab- 
bett, present incumbent, elected in 1SSS. 

Representatives of Greene County in constitu- 
tional conventions: G. L. Martin, January +4 to 
13, 1836; J. W. Bush, March + to 21, and May 6 
to June 3, 1561; Beujamin H. Crowley, July 14, 
to October 31, 1874. 


*R. Jackson on resignation of Stevenson. 








ARKANSAS. 


Alex. 
Tucker was the first representative of the county 
in the State legislature, and Hon. A. P. Cox is the 
present one. 


Representatives in general assembly: 


The Senatorial district, composed of 
Greene, Clay and Craighead Counties, is repre- 
sented in the State Senate by Hon. Ben. H. 
Crowley. 

To show the political aspect of the county the 
vote cast therein for the candidates for governor at 
the September election in 18SS is here given, it 
being as follows: J.P. Eagle, Democrat, 1,375 votes: 
C. M. Norwood, combined opposition, 841 votes. 

Upon the organization of Greene County and 
prior to the location of the original county seat, 
courts were held at the house of Mr. Crowley the 
first settler, as before mentioned, on Crowley's 
Ridge. 


held in the house and, also, under the adjacent 


A portion of the time the sessions were 
trees. It is said that the judge of the cirenit court, 
after charging the grand jury, usually sent them in 
charge of the sheriff or bailiff under a certain white 
oak tree to make their deliberations. Since those 
days the courts have been held in the various court 
houses elsewhere described. The regular terms 
of the county court commence on the first Monday 
in January, April, July and October, and of the 
probate court on the third Monday of the same 
months in each year. The regular terms of the 
circuit court have heretofore commenced on the 
first Monday of February and August of each year. 
but probably the last legislature has slightly 
changed the time. This court has not been over- 
burdened with murder trials. as but few murders 
have been comraitted within the county. No one 
has ever been executed in Greene County for a 
capital offense except one person who killed an 
individual in another county, and was brought 
here and tried on a change of venue. 

The following are the resident members of the 
Hon. L. L. Mack. 
Judge J. Ti. Reddick, now on the bench: Hon. 
Ben. H. Crowley, J. B. Boykin, A. P. Mack. W. 
Bandy, S. RB. 
Mention of 


many prominent citizens of the county is also 


legal bar of Greene County: 
S. Luna, Hugene Parrish, W. W. 
Simpson, A. Knox and J. F. Lytle. 


made in subsequent pages. 
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GREENE COUNTY. 





At the outbreak of the Civil War of 1861-65, 
the citizens of Greene County, being mostly immi- 
grants or descendants of immigrants from the 
former slave-holding States, were found to be 
almost to a man, in full sympathy with the South- 
ern cause, and consequently lent their energies to 
sustain it. As might be expected great excitement 
then prevailed, and in the spring of 1861 Capt. 
W. G. Bohaning raised a full company of soldiers 
mostly in the territory now composing Greene 
County, for the First Regiment of Arkansas Con- 
federate Infantry. Soon thereafter Capt. J. L. 
Kuykendall formed another company in the same 
territory for the same regiment, and later Capt. | 
D. G. Byers recruited a company for the Twenty- | 
Fifth Regiment of Arkansas Confederate Infantry. 
In 1864 Capis. Park Willeocksou, John McHenry | 
and H. W. Glasscock, each raised a company of | 
cavalry in Greene County for Maj. J. F. Davies’ 
battalion of Col. Kitchens’ regiment. The pop- 
ulation being then small, these were the only or- 
ganized bodies of soldiers raised in that part of the 
county as it is now composed. Other troops were 
obtained in that portion since set off to Clay. No 
skirmishes or battles took place in the county dur- 
ing the war, and it was but little over-run with 


| 


soldiers, consequently not suffering the devasta- 
tions incident to many other counties in the State. 
Only two Federal commands, together with a 
few small scouting parties, passed through the 
county, and as a result the people fortunately es- 
caped the raids of foragers; owing also to their | 
unanimity of sentiment, there was but very little | 
bushwhacking done. In addition to the com- 
panies above mentioned some individuals went out 
of the county and enlisted in other commands. 
Notwithstanding the natural preferences of the 
people here in the war period, they are now vieing | 
with the immigrants from both North and South, 
Uni- 


versal peace and harmony prevail, and all just and | 


in developing the resources of this section. 


upright newcomers are received with a hearty wel- | 
come. Tha survivors of both armies have organ- 
ized an association in Paragould known as the 
‘*Blue and Gray ’’—there 


soldiers among the recent arrivals in the county, 


being many ex-Iederal | 





and together they meet and rejoice that the con- 
flict is forever settled, and that while they were 
enemies in war they are friends in peace. 

Greene is well supphed with villages. towns, 
postoftices, ete., as the following facts indicate: 

Bethel is a postoflice and flag station on the 
railroad, five miles south of Paragould. 

Crowley is a postoffice twelve miles northwest 
of Paragould. 

Finch is a postoffice ten miles southwest of 
Paragould. 

Gainesville, on the Helena branch of the St. 
Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railroad, eight 
miles north of Paragould, formerly the seat of 
justice for Greene County, was established about 
the year 1840. In 1846 it contained a log court- 
house, two store buildings and five dwelling houses 
—all log except one dwelling house, which was a 
frame, sided up with clapboards. The town has ever 
been of slow growth, but situated as it is ina good 
community far from other villages, it is a point of 
considerable trade, containing four general stores, 
one drug store, four family groceries, two black- 
smith shops, one steam grist mill and cotton-gin 
combined, two hotels, one printing otlice, from 
which is published the Greene County Event, by 
F. M. Dalton, one livery stable, two church edi- 
fices—Cumberland Presbyterian and Methodist— 
one public school-house, three physicians, and one 
lawyer, the latter being tue Hon. J. E. Reddick, 
present Judge of the circuit court of this judicial 
circuit. 

Halliday, a postoffice and flag station on the 
‘*Cotton Belt’? Railroad, 
Paragould. 

Herndon is a postoffice in the southwest part of 


is six miles north of 


the county. 

Lorado, also but a postoftice, is in the south- 
west part of the county. 

Marmaduke, a town of about 200 inhabitants on 
the ‘* Cotton Belt”’ 
east of Paragould, contains fonr stores, a black. 


Railroad, twelve miles north- 


smith shop, cotton gin and press, ehureh. school 
house, a saw-mill and boarding house. From here 
a tramway is run a mile out on the St. Francis 


River, where other mills are located. The villave 









gees a0 


aoe — a - 



























































; — + iw ba 
| il) iol ium Joontynh exatiogethies Stctwar rm aie TH 1 OLonle dee yeaa 


‘ 


thd} bate deafilina pe ned? ak BTL beat elhiaitn Sputtsedl.. Paar 4 heiress 





| Curry arte 1 ald, Thr ih avininds 5 oe dear Bain!) Yo. cient 
womeltvr dipa dh etiyetien (eve afeapingtie ‘yal Or Bagi cit Bw wah yh beable 
frelutl] wl yh eet it canal trent Adena: ict Made eelscyree, tT ub donate w 
iB} i agifiat og W at faullgel at nites eivaads ison! ftv: iy) ODiiae fain aa 
ify’! Jo vtinoe eine svt, Bnoslias., (iets jaten byoatue sal agian oh at 
i Dyce ft yliew) eoiilebetep at Al jabecay bei AOE \ wore a1) wi tune Diwhitava 
/ Tatu et 1 revi Thais 1a urs: qari hal i 4 ing Fenn ntglf zy 
mimes ita i) vtiteadacey at dort as 32, Pst LW CECA: WO it ie nt sah me 
: Sittagsia RD Perkin th la Jodnitges| ae okt cull 
J2 mn Ww a if sake , hd uo OUivasaihh) are | ‘stipe Gaudino iv oedelteky 
; beitta (ie fl aavoulieet cA ody oat ition eee cole OF Ate CL Weal Hetiat Beal ati: ~ wi 
ty). bere aad thisiiie! bbe ee eet to Hen ‘aslo hepnutd i feild dyties a depths rt mest Hitt i) 
tous beidiitals sow. ang oumetp) Wl. paige Tas 28 be wilds aon werner “ Ko varpaee 4 ne J 
We gol o deaigiuoo SOR OSD Ane, allt cee pag Beeld pen salir to baiepabaged cay 
O gistiles At jon equibliad ah Cet Su@iod Me) Sel ae Hint jnomashi ows Inagha or 
ava tide oo Coll aio dao kpunre wot iik— » To Vgenos fiers too’ ued 
wreoeeeiugorad? lod july i api dobie acuoit ‘wot (DRE b adel aig AL Ho Sri 
ay shalt BA [ Hille Joduihierowe wots to noid | “hag rie ditane hyvt donot 1a We, 
ber ep) BAL di + ele Gear tnt didoaunos ) to glad a, Nee made tlt anil rginingth 
et tue cite anne pbhat olvbsaiierty yt dar “f ail), ivi Twakey er) ~ lo peihiehi 
“Hone 1) ashouery Vitae ea soils mi). ‘Sey Ot at HATRED te rs ee Bint if A 
[ Nton fas Ei Tatyana aie Veggie lide oP i ge thee Siz tie Pe ace | eee Hi 
Hig) if vubaerny sins betel Sow) aliens seit) vSuareey! aul ti) Mavs itte 1 Feat} aphid tuged ay. 
| f joo vie ene al beeildn aclouy die aie SE aa ean ah bk eee 
| sao oa dite vootth ore wince «iteyiverty wild qiiaiy: a) MTS pirate 
mpi! dats, ntmeigdeerh Pater 9) AHS aly nc, BEE fos "ie ape oy pape 
{ sue bi “clare cu EES eeeprehed Dane | 2 eiiey gure tk a we valeting) od: (igh Littay ts ale ip ecu b ove | 


hie Sh wiltoods ep agal ol) sae sl + -aatt detente Heenan jap blac Lis fetrees *F 
ops <Hlk a temo dinedtis odd, 4 Welt iaeatt: tee ‘ladies sae: ik pose ond tittcas wD) bene: 6 
i. asin vtdd? of ‘elie gaiwo a teMe IO? “ho hig adie 
Ati woteste lil fate onto hog i ogehbiieht old iib vy Ssedh, aay cayendiy bret mean idea diy 
disgn eoline zie 3] faculiagl TMI sath é 109 eval ay | {sunt fst a «6nal 
Higneaind . 0 dete eth nitty fui sine basen 
tiny teewaddor odd of adie heyy 8 4i robotics bonnes: meifip ot hateilae fan, 
“bia = ah . ee, pelicinih nd, : 

digee oft al ei -solftodeco us dtidiosls jobgtock 
qiuyoo edt Ae Jang teow 

ihe sweupueliid Of trode tu nvody, abibs corel 
“ition =shion otlows..braoritsak » vgtasT weite”) toot) 
4 loakit i) 2avote eft f espe t | oss shinies cs eas 
iiyilin. siorticio: ; he Daath. ais Oddo rye dint 
wnt ord. oonibeaiiaoed fica sa. ED sbeteug! “it ah 
rine) fe ccul? 8a ce “lin ¥ dha -elypeyar os 
at ‘heite 














nn 


* enti 














was first laid out in 1SS2 by the Railroad Company. 

Paragould, the county seat of Greene County, 
situated at the connection and crossiug of the St. 
Louis, Arkansas & Texas and the St. Louis, 
Tron Mountain & Southern Railroads, 
out in April, 1882, by the Southwestern Improve- 
ment Company, Willis Pruet and wife and J. A. 
It was named after President 


was laid 


Lambert and wife. 
Paramore of the former and President Gould of 
the latter of these routes, the name Gould being 
substituted for the last syllable of Paramore, mak- 
ing it Paragould. The town has grown rapidly, and 
in the seven years of its existence has attained a 
population of about 2,000. It contains the Greene 
County Bank, nine general stores, five family 
groceries, four drug stores, one hardware, saddlery 
and farm implement store, six saloons, two baker- 
ies, two millinery stores, four hotels and many 
boarding houses, two livery stables, two butcher 
shops, one shoe, four blacksmith and one foundry 
shop, five stave factories, three saw-mills, one 
cotton gin, a feed store, photograph galleries, bar- 
ber shops, laundry and many other industries, four 
church edifices--Methodist, Baptist, Cumberland 
Presbyterian and Christian, a public school-house, 
seven physicians, three dentists, a iodge each of 
Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Honor, Knights 
of Pythias and a Post of the G. A. R.: also these 
newspapers—the Paragould Evening Times, pub- 
lished daily, by W. A. H. McDaniel, editor and pro- 
prietor; the Record, published weekly. by Messrs. 
Taylor & Carter, the Press recently being consoli- 
dated with this journal. In politics the entire 
press of the county is Democratic, but the papers 


, are published in the interest of the people, and are 


doing their best to promote and increase the pros- 
perity of thecounty. Near Paragould on the west 
side are situated the grounds and buildings of the 
which held 
1888. 


Paragould is incorporated as a city, and has a mayor, 


‘*Greene County Fair Association,” 
its second annual exhibition in October, 


recorder, marshal, and a board of five aldermen. 
The present officers are H. W. Glasscock, mayor: 
T. PB. Cole, recorder; John M. Winder, marshal. 
A vast amount of capital is here invested. The 
town is beautifully located, and its growth is rapid 
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and permanent. It is surrounded by a good agri. 
eultural and stock-raising country, which insures its 
The Bank of Paragould which 
was organized on March 19, 1889, is deserving of 
mention. It Wall, 


president, E. S. Bray, cashier, and A. A. Knox as 


future prosperity. 
was incorporated with C. 


secretary of the board of directors. The directors 


are as follows: Dr. C. Wall, A. Berteg, A. P. 
Mack, W. H. Jones, J. W. Crawford, D. D. 
Hodges and A. A. Knox. They have a capital] 


stock of $30,000. 
is a neat two-story structure located on the corner 


The new bank building, which 


of Pruet and Emerson streets, was completed and 
occupied on the Ist of July, 1889. 

Stonewall, a post village on the Iron Mountain 
Railroad, fourteen miles north of Paragould, con- 
tains a store, saw-mill and shingle factory. 

Vilmanville is a postoflice fifteen miles north 
of Paragould. 

Walcott is a postoflice twelve miles west of 
Paragould. 

As was common throughout Arkansas in early 
days, the pioneer schools of Greene County were 
‘‘few and far between,’’ and of the most inferior 
nature. <A few of the pioneer setilers employed 
such teachers as could be obtained for what might 
be considered ordinary laborers’ wages, and thus 
afforded some meager facilities for the eduea- 
Though the State had a 
school system, there were practically no free schools 


tion of their children. 


prior to the inauguration of the present school sys- 
tem, which has taken place since the Civil War. 
Owing to the inadequate facilities for edueation, 
many of the citizens of the county reached their 
The 


children of this generation have great advantages 


manhood without ever attending school. 
over those of their parents. Seven years ago, as 
shown by reports of the State superintendent of 
public instruction, there were thirty-nine school 
districts organized in Greene County, with only 
to 
scholastic population of 2,191. The following 


seven* wood school-houses, accommodate a 

statistics, taken from the superintendent's report 

for the year ending June 30, 1SSS, will show the 

improvements since made within the territory: 
*There were perhaps others not reported. 
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The white school children number 4,387; col- 
ored, 14; total, 4,401. The number taught in 
the public schools is: White, 2,219; colored, none; 
number of school districts, 59; number of teachers 
employed, males, 37: 14;.. total, a1: 
average monthly wages paid teachers of the first 
grade, males, $42.50; 


females, 


second 
grade, males, $40; females, $35; third grade, males, 


females, $37.50; 


$32.50; females, $30; frame and log school-houses 
reported, 28, valued at $4,338.75; revenue raised 
for the support of common schools, $15,957.09; 
amount expended, $9,690.58; amount unexpended, 
$9, 266. 51. 


over those of seven years ago. 


These figures show a great increase 
The schools are 
increasing in number and quality—the wages paid 
being sufficient to secure teachers of good ability. 
The figures show also that of the scholastic pop- 
ulation of the county only a lhttle over one-half 
were taught in the public schools, which is con- 
clusive that the people do not as yet fully sustain 
and patronize the free school system. However, 
the outlook for popular education is encouraging. 
A. Knox is the present county examiner. 
Religious meetings were held, and preaching 
was had in Greene County soon after it was or- 
ganized, and from the best information obtainable 
societies of the Methodist and Baptist denomina- 
tions were probably formed during the 40’s. The 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, has now at 
least seventeen organizations within the county. 
The Paragould circuit consists of the following: 
Mount Carmel, Pleasant Grove, New Bethel, 
Wood’s Chapel, a congregation four miles west 
of Paragould, and Greensboro and Pine Log, in 
Craighead County, with Kev. W. W. Anderson, 
pastor in charge. Lorado circuit consists of Pleas. 
ant Hill, Shady Grove, Warren’s and Owen's 
Chapels, Old Bethel and Salem, with Rey. T. B. 
Williamson, pastor in charge. Gainesville circuit 
includes Friendship, Hurricane, Harvey's Chapel, 
Starne’s Chapel, Scatter Creek, Beech Grove and 
Strone’s Chapel, with Rev. N. W. Farrar, pastor 
in charge. Another congregation in the eastern 
part of the county, belongs to an outside cirenit. 
Rev. W. W. Watson is pastor of the charge com- 
posed of Gainesville and Oak Grove, and Rey. 


J. C. Ritter is pastor of the charge at Paragould. 

The Baptist Church has at least fourteen organ- 
izations within the county, one of which is the 
colored church at Paragould. The are 
named New Providence, Friendship, Liberty, 
Epsaby, Fairview, Unity, New Hope, Rock Hill, 
Pleasant Grove, Cedar Hill, Mount Zion, Para- 
gould, and another, not learned. New 
Providence, Friendship, Fairview, New Hope, and 


others 


name 


perhaps cthers, were organized long before the 
Civil War. All of these organizations have an 
average. membership of about fifty, and the Meth- 
odist denomination is about equal in strength. 
Elders David Thorn, Lively, W. ©. Jackson, 
Faulkner, J. T. Edmonds, and Haleomb are the 
ministers now officiating at these several churches, 
all of which are designated as Missionary Baptists. 

The several organizations of the Christian 
Church within the county are known as Paragould, 
Pine Knot, Sugar Creek, Gainesville and Liberty, 
with a combined merabership of nearly 400. Pine 
Knot was organized in a very early day-—long 
before the Civil War, and has had a very large 
membership. Liberty, which 
1879, was composed mostly from the membership 
of Pine Knot. The Christian Church 
gould was organized in 1885. 

The organizations of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church within Greene County are known as 
Gainesville, Friendship and Paragould, the latter 
having been organized in 1884. 


was organized in 


in Para- 


The one at or 
near Gainesville was organized early in the 80's, 
In point of numbers this is probably the weakest 
denomination inthe county. There are no Roman 
Cathohe organizations here, but this sect is pre- 
paring to build a church editice in Paragould. 
Nearly all of the church organizations named 
have houses of their own in which to worship, and 
all, except a few not supplied with pastors, bave 
In 


the summer season Sunday-schools are connected 


regular preaching, and are doing good work. 


with them, but only a few in the more populous 
districts continue throughout the year. 

The people of Greene County are almost with- 
out exception moral, law-abiding, kind, generous 
and hospitable, and welcome and protect all de- 
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serving immigrants that come among them. 
the opportunities for securing a home in a com- 
paratively new country, where the climate is mild, 
the railroad facilities good, churches and schools 
numerous, all without the inconveniences of front- 
ier life, are unexcelled. 


—_ ~~ - 4 ae -- 


W. T. Allison was born on the 25th of Decem- 
ber, 1860, in Gibson County, Tenn., being the 
eldest of six children, two now living, born to 
John W. and Elizabeth (Harrington) Allison, who 
were born inthe ‘‘Old North State’’ and emigrated 
to Gibson County, Tenn., in 1825, where the 
father engaged in cabinet making and farming, 
and made his home until 1567, when he moved to 
Weakley County, Tenn., where he now resides. In 


1862 he enlisted in the army and served under | 


Gen. Forrest until nearly the close of the war. 
He is a Democrat. His wife died in 1861. W. 
T. Allison attended the schools of Gibson County, 
and in his youth also followed the plow, which 
occupation has been his chief calling ever since. 
In January, 1876, he removed to Stoddard County, 
Mo., and for a number of years was engaged in 
teaching school in Dexter and other places. While 
there he was married on the Sth of May, 1879, to 
Miss Minnie A. Walker, a native of Carroll Couuty, 
Tenn., and a daughter of John and Sarah (Gib- 
bons) Walker, also Tennesseeans and farmers by 
occupation; after residing in Stoddard County, 
Mo., for five years, the father died in 1877. The 
mother is still a resident of that county. Remain- 
ing in Stoddard County until the Sth of Sep- 
tember, 1882, Mr. Allison and wife then moved 
to Craighead County of this State, and after work- 
ing as salesman in that county until March, 1883, 
he came to Greene County, Ark., and purchased 
two years later eighty acres of improved land, 
to which he has since added 122 acres, making 
202 acres in all, of which forty are under culti- 
vation. He has taken an active part in polities, 
and votes the Democratic ticket, being the present 
justice of the peace and is filling his second term. 
Socially, he is a member of the Agricultural Wheel 
at Halliday, and be and wife belong tothe Baptist 
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Church. Three of the four children born to their 
union are living: Clyde Eugenia, Dero Dean, and 
Adolphus Burdette died in 1581 at 
Mr. Alli- 


son is still engaged in teaching, having followed 


Vernie Pearl. 
the age of six months and three weeks. 


that occupation a part of four years in Greene 
County, and is considered one of the suecessful 
educators of his district. 

T. J. Archer. 
of the soil’’ of Greene County, Ark. who have 


Among the many sturdy ‘‘sons 


attained wealth and prominence in their calling by 
the sweat of their brow. and who command an en- 
viable socia] position, is Mr. Archer, the subject of 
this biography. He was born in Alabama in 1847 
and is the youngest in a family of nine children 
born to the marriage of Rev. Philip Archer and 
Artemisa Maxwell. The father, in connection with 
his ministerial duties, was engaged in farming, 
and followed these two occupations until his death 
which occurred on the 10th of August, 1S6S, his 
death being preceded by that of his wife by 
The paternal grandfather left 
Alabama and settled in Arkansas during the early 


twenty-one years. 


history of that State, being an extensive farmer for 
many years. His death occurred very suddenly. 
YT. J. Archer was reared to farm labor, and at the 
age of twenty-one years married Miss Lenora 
Amorine, of Alabama, and two years later came te 
Arkansas, settling first in Polk County, remaining 
one year, and then went to Monroe County, where 
he stopped five years. Since 187d he has resided 
in Greene County, and the first few years was 
engaged in tilling rented land, and since SSS has 
been the owner of 160 acres of land near the 
Cache bottoms, which was at first wild land but is 
now well improved, with seventy-five acres under 
fence and cultivation. His land is among the best 
in this section and is devoted principally to raising 
Yo the union of My. and Mrs. 
Archer have been born the following children: 


corn and cotton. 


Philip Wiliam Thomas, who is married and resides 


on his father’s place; Benjamin O., Adolphus, 


Osceola, Thome and Moses Ray, living; and John, 
Ida, Mldora and Daniel, deceased. 
H. L. Ayers, a wealthy farmer of Greene 


County, Ark., was born in Bedford County, Tenn., 
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GREENE COUNTY. 


in 1858, and is the second in a family of four chil- 
dren born to the marriage of Frank and Loddie 
(Williams) Ayers, the former a native of Pennsyl- 


vania and the latter of Tennessee. At the early 


age of eight years H. L. Ayers left home and 
bevan depending on his own resources for obtain- 
ing a livelihood, and up to the age of seventeen 
In 1879 


he was married in Gibson County, Teun., to Miss 


years worked on farms and did teaming. 


Addie Rosson, who was born, reared and educated 
in that State, being a daughter of John Rosson, 
who was known as one of the best farmers in West 
Tennessee, his farm of 300 acres being valued at 


$9,000. 


3 After his marriage, Mr. Ayers worked 
with his father-in-law until 1853, when he made a 
trip to Arkansas and traveled over the greater por- 
tion of that State, as well as Missouri, the Indian 
Territory, New Mexico, 
Mississippi. After one year he returned to West 
Tennessee, and at the end of one year went to 
Fulton County, Ky., where he resided two years. 
In August, 1856, he moved his family to Greene 
County, Ark., where he engaged in the teaming 
business, which he followed for two years, and then 
acted as stave inspector for J. I’. Hasty & Son for 


Texas, Louisiana and 


one year. He next began farming on a tract of 
160 acres of land in Greene County in December, 
1888, and on this he immediately began to make 
improvements, and has introduced many new 
He has thirty-five acres in 
corn, fifteen in oats, thirty-five in rye and oats for 
pasture, and two in potatoes. On this farm is a 
fine orchard of 540 trees, mostly peach, beside a 


fine assortment of other fruit. 


methods of farming. 


He is doing well 
in his calling and promises to become in time a 
wealthy man. He and wife are the parents of one 
daughter, Lizzie May.—~ 

Joseph Bleier, proprietor of the Vieana Bakery, 
at Paragould, was born in Bohemia, Austria, 
December 17, 1846, and is the son of Ignatz and 
Anna (Freitle) Bleier, also natives of Austria. 
The parents are still living in their native country, 
and the father follows the occupation of a farmer. 
In their faraily were eight children: Joseph, 
Frank, Robert, Tgnatz, John and Otto (twins), 


Barbara and Anna. Joseph Bleier received his 





a eee 
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education in Austria, and remained on the farm 
with his father until fourteen years of age, when 
In 1867, 
when in his twentieth year, he took passage from 
the 
which was stranded one year later, and landed at 
New York City. 
he worked for about eight years in and around the 


he began learning the baker’s trade. 


Bremen to America on steamer ‘‘ Ocean,’’ 


He came on to Cincinnati, where 
city. He then went to Chicago, remained there 
about three years and then engaged in business 
for himself at Joliet, Il. 


Paragould and immediately engaged in his present 


In 1886 he came to 


business, at which he has been very successful. 
He is an excellent baker and keeps a good stock of 
everything carried in his line. He was married in 
October, 1873, to Miss Mary Gaker, a native of 
Hamilton County, C., and a daughter of John and 
Rosa (Schleer) Gaker, who were natives of Ger- 
many and early settlers of Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Bleier have been born five children, three now liv- 
ing: Jobn K., Frank and Joseph EH. The two 
deceased were Robertand Mathew. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bleier are members of the Cathohe Church. 

HE. M. Bobo. 


made, enterprising and successful citizens, none 


Among Greene Connty’s self- 


deserve more favorable mention than the subject 
of this sketch, E. M. Bobo, who was born in South 
Carolina in 1840. His father, A. P. 
from the Palmetto State to Arkansas in 1857, and 
entered 160 acres of land, upon which he lived 


Bobo, cawe 


engaged in farming and stock raising until his 
death in 1886. He was held in favor by his fel- 
low farmers, and was for two years coroner of 
Greene County. Of his family of seven children, 
two sons and five daughters, four are still living, 
one in 


onein North Carolina, two in Texas, and 


Arkansas. They are Mary (Bobo) Prince, E. M. 
Bobo, Virginia (Bobo) Swindle, and Spotana 


(Bobo) Love. 
age when he came with his father to this State, 
He has about 
154 acres of land, with eighty under cultivation, 


Ki. M. Bobo was seventeen years of 
where he has since made his home. 


forty of which he has cleared himself, and his farm 
is well stoeked with horses, cattle, hogs and fine 
sheep. October 2, IS61, Mr. Bobo enlisted in 


the Fifth Arkansas Infantry, and though twice 
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124 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 
wounded, continued in service during the entire two in Tennessee, and two in Arkansas. HE. S. 


war. He and wifo have reared a family of nine 
children: M. A., born in 1862; Matilda, born in 
1866; G. M., born in 1867; Olive, born in 1869, 
Victoria, born in 1871; Arthur E., born in 1872; 
J. E., born in 1874; Alice, born in 1875, and Ada, 
in 1878. Mr. Bobo belongs to the Agricultural 
Wheel, and he and wife and family are active 
members of the Methodist Charch. 

M. W. Boyd (deceased) was an enterprising 
and industrious farmer of Greene County, Ark. 
He was born in Tennessee on the 12th of October, 
1846, and came to Arkansas with his father when 
a child, where the latter died shortly after. In 
1868 M. W. Boyd was united in the bonds of 
matrimony to Miss M. J. McMillin, who was born 
in the ‘‘Palmetto State’? and came to Arkansas 
with her parents, W. P. and Adaline (Cooley) Mc- 
Millin in 1858, settling on what is known as the 
old Willcockson estate, consisting of 500  aeres. 
Here Mr. McMillin greatly improved his farm, 
became a well-known citizen of the county, and 
died on the 19th of May, 1862. After his marriage 
Mr. Boyd began improving his farm on an exten- 
sive scale by erecting good buildings, setting out 
orchards, ete., and did considerable in the way of 
stock raising. He was interested in all things that 
promised to promote the welfare of his section, and 
was a hberal contributor to churches and schools. 
He died on the 27th of May, 1885, leaving his 
wife and children one of the best farms in the 
county, on which is a roomy and_ substantial 
dwelling-house, surrounded by ornamental trees 
and shrubbery. Mrs. Boyd is ably managing the 
farm, and besides the usual crops is engaged in 
She and Mr. Boyd became the 
Onie, Alice, 


raising cotton. 
parents of the following children: 


~Glara and Selma. 


E. 8. Bray, postmaster at Paragould, and cash- 
ier of the Bank of 
the prominent and successful business men of that 
town. He was born in Chatham County, N. C., 
and is the son of Solomon and Sarah (Brooks) 
Bray, natives of North Carolina, where they passed 


-aragould, is classed among 


their entire lives. They were the parents of nine 


children, seven now living, three in North Carolina, 





Bray was but a lad when his parents died, and he 
went to live with an elder brother in Tennessee, 
where he remained until grown. He received his 
education in that State and remained engaged in 
assisting on the farm until 1878, when he came to 
Arkansas. Previous to this, in 1869, he married 
Miss Margaret E. Cox, a native of Tennessee, and 
after coming to Arkansas he located three miles 
from Paragould and followed agricultural pursuits 
until July 14, 1855, when he was appointed post- 
master. “He is the owner of 440 acres of good 
land with about fifty acres under cultivation, and 
has made many improvements since purchasing 
the farm. 
of years, and was one of the enumerators of the 


He has been magistrate for a number 
census of Greene County in 1880. He is a mem- 
ber of the Masonic Fraternity, and represented 
his lodge at the Grand Lodge. He is 
member of the K. of P. He and wife belong to 
the Baptist Church. 

William 3B. Breckenridge. 


also a 


Few men in the 
county have made agricultural pursuits such a de- 
cided success, or have kept more thoroughly apace 
with the times, than has the above mentioned 
gentleman, Mr. Breckenridge. who was born in 
Missouri, on Castor River, March 13, 1848, and 
who is the son of James Harvey and Susan (Huif- 
stettler) Breckenridge, the parents of European 
descent. In 1844 Mr. and Mrs. Breckenridge left 
Missouri and located in Arkansas near the farm 
where their son, William B., is now residing. 
Here the father tilled the soil until his death, 
which occurred in 1888, the day he was sixty-six 
years old. He enlisted in the Confederate service 
in 1864, 
through Missouri. He was a member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, South. 


ried three times, his second marriage being to Miss 


and was with Gen. Price on his raid 
He had been mar- 


Maggie Light, a native of Missouri, who died one 
year later. He then married Miss Mary Ann Batto, 
and the result was a large family of children. One 
child was born to the second union, but it died in 
infancy. William B. Breckenridge was but ten years 
of age when his mother died. and he was the eldest of 
five children: William B., A. G., Eli Greene, James 
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Franklin, and Jane (deceased). The mother of these 
children was a worthy member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. The eldest of the above 
mentioned family reached manhood on the farm, 
and at the age of nineteen years began tilling 
the soil for himself, 
carried on ever since. 


which occupation he has 

At the beginning of the 
war he enlisted in the Confederate army, was at 
the battles of Corinth, Iuka and Port Hudson, and 
was soon after paroled and returned home. In 
1863 he married Miss Sarah E. Mielar, a native of 
Tennessee, born in 1843, and who came to Arkan- 
sas with her parents, John and Ann Mielar. in 
1851, whena child. Both her parents are deceased. 
Yo Mr. and Mrs. Breckenridge were born twelve 
children, four of whom are deceased. The chil- 
dren are namedas follows: James Henry, William 
Lee, Mary Jane (wife of Ezekiel Williams), Sarah A. 
(wife of James Branch), Minnie A., Edward Jef- 
ferson, Eli Blanton, Arra Frances, and Charles 
MeCarsy. Those deceased were named James Hen- 


ry, Samantha, Vira and Joseph R. The family are 


members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. Mr. Breckenridge is an active worker m 


school matters, and a liberal contributor to all public 
enterprises reflecting credit on the community in 
His father had five 
brothers and three John I., Thomas 
W., James H., Mary (Chrits), a widow, Sarah, 
David I., Andrew J. (who moved to Wright 
County, Mo., in 1879, and died in 1880), Anne, 
(Taylor), a widow, and Jackson. Those not liy- 
ing were active, enterprising farmers of Northeast 
They left a 
large number of cousins, among whom is W. B. 


which he has made his home. 


sisters: 


Arkansas, and much _ esteemed. 


His wife's brothers 
and sisters are: Nicholas M. Mielar, Sarah E., 
William H., Neuben R., James R., Louisa A., 
Lucy A., Nancy C., Arra S., and Mary E. 

Daniel W. Breckenridge, who is one of the 
sturdy sons of toil of Crowley Township, and the 
son of David and Caroline (Yoekum) Breckenridge, 
was born in Greene County, Ark., in 1556, and 
grew to manhood in that county. 
were natives of North Carolina, where they re- 
mained until about 1838, and then moved to Mis- 


Breckenridge, our subject. 


His parents 


souri, coming from there to Arkansas, where the 
father died in 1877 at the age of fifty-five years. 
He was a soldier in the late war, on the Confed- 
erate side, and served until cessation of hostilities. 
He took an active part in church and school affairs. 
He was married four times; first to Miss Kinder, 
who bore him four children, all deceased, and after 
her death he married Miss Caroline Yoekum, and 
by her became the father of six children, three 
now living: James D., Daniel W. and Sarah C., 
Those deceased were named 
After his 
second wife’s death Mr. Breckenridge married 


now Mrs. Taylor. 
Malinda Ann, Nancy J. and Julia Ann. 


again, and five children were the result of this 
union: One deceased, Parthenia, Amelia J., Mhhu 
and Parris. 
W. Daniel W. Breckenridge, the fourth child by 
the second marriage, attained his majority in his 


The one deceased was named George 


native county, and commenced working for himself 
He followed tilling the 
soil op. the farm given him by his father at the 


at the age of twenty-one. 


time of his death, and there he has remained ever 
since. He was married in 1878 to Mrs. Maria 
Spain, a native of Tennessee, born in 1548, and 
who came to Arkansas when twenty-two years of 
age. She is the daughter of Hugh Spain, now de- 
ceased, but her mother is still living and is a 
‘‘Lone Star” State. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Breckenridge were born six children: Rufus 
W., Victoria A., Ezra E. and Willie P. 
deceased (unnamed). 
in school matters, having been school director for 


resident of the 


Two are 
Mr. Breckenridge is active 


ten or twelve years, and is a Democrat in politics. 
He is the owner of a fine farm, well under cultiva- 
tion. 

M. D. Bridges. In giving a brief sketch of 
the life of Mr. Bridges it ean with truth be said 
that he is one of the foremost men of his county, 
and has become one of the wealthy planters of his 
region by honest toil and good management. and 
He 
was born in Dunklin County, Mo., in 1864, and 


by the aid and advice of his admirable wife. 


was the sixth in a family of ten children born to 
Amherst D. and Charlotte (Russell) Bridges, who 
were also born in Keutucky and at an early day 
emigrated to Dunklin County, Mo., where they 
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are now residing. Here M. D. Bridges was born, 
reared and educated, and as his father was a mer- 
chant and farmer by occupation. he first worked 
on the farm and then clerked in his store. Later 
he engaged in the saloon business at St. Francis, 
Mo., and after following that calling for about 
eighteen months sold out, and on the 15th of 
March, 1887, came to Greene County, Ark. The 
same year he was married, in Clay County of 
this State, to Mrs. 
David Nolen, and soon after moved to his present 
farm, which consists of 280 acres of arable land, 
with about 160 under cultivation. 
this he has forty acres under cultivation in Clay 
County, the most of which he devotes to the rais- 
ing of cotton. This year (1859) he had seventy- 
five acres in cotton, and also raises considerable 


Theodocia Nolen. widow of 


In addition to 


He has never been very active in polities 
but usually votes the Democratic ticket; he is ever 
deeply interested in the proper education of the 
youth of this country, and has always been a 
patron of education, being now a member of the 
school board. 
Mile Lodge No. 412, A. F. & A. M., and also be- 
longs to Pittsburg Lodge No. 278, I. O. O. F., at 
Campbell, Mo. 
ents of one son, Andy Lee. 

C. J. Brinkman, a member of the firm of John 
F. Brinkman \ Son, manufacturers of tight bar- 
rel staves, Paragould, is a native of Batesville, 
Ripley Co., Ind., and the son of John F. Brink- 
The mother, 
Catharine (Kipper) Brinkman, was born in Ba- 
varia, Germany, and was married to Mr. Brink- 
man April 28, 1863. The fruits of this union 
were eleven children, seven of whom yet survive. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bridges are the par- 


man, who is also of Indiana nativity. 


} : : ; 
/John F. Brinkman engaged in the lumber busi- 


ness in his youth, and bought walnut lumber for a 
In the fall of 1868, he 
embarked in the manufacture of staves at James- 
until 1875, when 


he removed to Indianapolis to educate his children, 


large furniture factory. 
town, Ind., and there remained 


at the same time running his factory at Jamestown. 
He made his home in Indianapolis until 1879, and 
in April of that year, moved to Terre Haute, Ind., 
where he put up astave factory and ran it until 


| life. 


Socially he is a member of Four — 


1889, when he sold out and is now living a retired 
His wife died in May, 1889. C. J. Brink- 
man was but four years of age when he moved with 
his parents to Jamestown. He received a good 
education in the schools of Indianapolis and Terre 
Haute, and graduated at the Notre Dame Univer- 
sity in 1881. 
ness with his father, and has since been a member 
of the firm of John I’. Brinkman & Son. In Feb- 


ruary, 1858, they began the erection of their pres- 


He then started in the stave busi- 


ent factory, and commenced working in the same 
May 2, since which time they have continued the 
business successfully. The foreman is W. W. 
Wilson, who has been with this firm for eighteen 
years. 
1888, to Miss Marie C. Vesque, a native of Frank- 
lin County, Ind., and both he and wife are mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church. 

Charles Brock, another prominent and success- 


Mr. Brinkman was married in September, 


ful agriculturist of Cache Township, and one 
whose name is synonymous with the farming inter- 
ests of the county, was born in Georgia in 1825, 
and is the son of Thomas and Jemima (Kinzie) 
Brock, both natives of South Carolina. The father 
grew to manhood in his native state, and was there 
married to his first wife, who bore him four ehil- 
dren. 
married Miss Kinzie, with whom he returned to 
Georgia in 1534. He died 
The mother then married again and 


He then removed to Alabama and there 


in that State three 
years later. 
died in Georgia, in 1855, at the age of fifty years. 
She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Charles Brock, the eldest of the 
three brothers and sisters, attained his majority in 
the State of Georgia, receiving very little education 
aside from home study, and at the age of fourteen 
began working for himself. After a few years he 
learned the blacksmith trade, and in 1851 immi- 
grated to Morgan County, Ill., where he remained 
three years. From there he went to Polk County, 
Mo., resided there several years and was then 1a 
In 1866 he came 


to Greene County, settled in Cache Township, im 


New Madrid County for two years. 


proved a large tract, and moved to several places 
He was first 


married in Georgia to Miss Cynthia Walker, a 


where he made many improvements. 
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native of Kentucky, who died in Vernon County, 
Mo., in 1855, and the result of this union was 


three children, two now living: Jobn R., and 
Martha, who is now the wife of Frank Grambling, 
and who resides in Boone County, Ark. The one 


Mr. Brock was mar- 
ried the second time to Miss Elizabeth Walker, a 
She died in J8S76. The fol- 
lowing children were born to this union: William, 


deceased was named James. 
native of Alabama. 


at home; Margaret, now Mrs. Jones; Nancy, now 
Mrs. Johnson; Catherine, now Mrs. Beaty; Re- 
becea, Mrs. Belk; Triphena and Triphocia (twins, 
the latter Charles 
Lizzie, at home: Lee (deceased), and Jesse (de- 
For his third wife My. Brock took Mrs. 
nee Cooper, in 1879. Three 
children were born to this marriage, Mary, and 
two deceased. The family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Brock is 
steward and trustee in the same at the present 
He has held the oftice of school director 
for many years, and is liberal and generous in 


and deceased): (deceased): 
ceased). 


Luemma Israel, 


time. 


his contributions to all meritorious enterprises. 
He is a Democrat in polities but is not an active 
partisan. He has a fine farm of thirty acres in 
cultivation, owning 160 acres of land. 

L. H. Case, real estate and loan agent, also 
attorney, of Paragould, is a native of Licking 
County, Ohio, born August 7, 1833, being the son 
of Raphael and Rosetta (Hayes) Case, the father 
a native of Ohio and the mother of New York, and 
both families of old Puritan stock. The mother 
was a first cousin of Rutherford B. Hayes. The 
paternal grandfather, Frederick Case, was from 
Simsbury, Conn., and the maternal grandfather 
was a native of the Green Mountain State. The 
latter was a captain in the War of 1812 and was in 
Grandfather Case 
was also a captain in the War of 1512, and was at 
They both died in 
Ohio, whither they had emigrated at quite an early 
date. 


command of Vermont troops. 
Hull's surrender, but escaped. 


Raphael Case was born in Licking County, 
Ohio, and was a farmer by occupation. He was 
county treasurer one term and filled that position 
with credit and honor. He died in 1860, in his 


fiftieth year. The mother died previously to this. 








In their family were six children, four now living: 
Leonus H., Frederick, in Missouri; Sylvester, also 
Jason, in Ohio; Wilbur, killed at 
the battle of Spottsylvania Court House, and 
Fannie (deceased), wife of Rev. W. M. Mullin. 
L. H. Case attained his growth and received his 


in Missouri; 


education in Licking County, Ohio, attending the 
Ohio Wesleyan University. At the age of twenty- 
one he began the study of law and was admitted to 
the bar in 1858. 


Bloomfield, Ind.. remained there a short time, and 


He then commenced practicing at 


on the breaking out of the late war he went home 
and enlisted in Company D, First Ohio Cavalry, 
He was at the battles of 
Pittsburg Landing, Perryville, Stone River, Chick- 


and served three years. 


amauga, Missionary Ridge, and participated in 
many minor engagements. He was discharged at 
Washington, D. C., and afterward went to St. 
Joseph, Mo., raising a company of his own, after 
which he went to Cape Girardeau where he had 
He re- 


mained there about seven months, when they were 


command as captain of six companies. 


mustered out and he went to Maysville, Mo., where 
Capt. Case practiced his profession until 18585. 
Locating at Norfolk, Neb., where he had a good 
farm. he remained there for about two years, and 
then settled in Little Rock, Ark., forming a part- 
nership with an old planter, William Field, in the 
This they carried 
on until October, ISS8S, when Mr. Case came to 
Paragould, bought property and located here. He 


real estate and loan business. 


has since been engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession, and has also been occupied in the real es- 
tate and loan business. He is agent for about 
200,000 aeres of wild land and some good pine 
Jand. He also owns considerable land and prop- 
erty in Greene County. 


money in almost any amount from $250 upward. 


He is prepared to loan 


Mr. Case was married, first, in 1807, to Miss Mary 
He 
in 1866, to Miss 
and two children 

Mr. Case's third 
marriage was to Miss Mattie MeDowell, of Mis- 


Warner, by whom he had one child, Willard. 
was married the second time, 
Amanda Terhune, of Missouri, 
were the result: Cora and Harry. 
sourl, in 1876. He is a member of the Episcopal 
Church. 
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Dr. R. C. Cavitt. One of the most familiar 
and welcomed faces in the home of the sick and 
afflicted of Greene County, is that of Dr. Cavitt, 
who administers to the physical wants of his fellow- 
man, in a highly satisfactory and successful man- 
ner, as his many patients, now living, can testify. 
The Doctor was born in Henry County, Tenn., 
but was reared in Obion County, of the same 
State, where he lived with his father on a farm. 
Ata very early age he commenced learning the 
blacksmith trade which he 
though he has not worked at his trade for over 


completed, and, al- 


nineteen years, still thinks that his hand has 
not lost its cunning. and that he can do as good a 
At 
the age of twenty-seven he commenced the study 
of medicine with his brother, B. H. Cavitt, then 
of Obion County, Tenn., and graduated at the ex- 
piration of two and a half years’ study at the 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. He then 
moved to Greene County, Ark., locating near Til- 
manville, two miles west of Marmaduke (then not 
in existence), and here the Doctor, after twelve 
years of labor, has built up an enviable practice. 
After coming to this State he was married to Miss 
N. E. Jones, a native of Clay County, Ark., and 
the daughter of John Jones, who came from Ten- 
about 1830. To this marital relation 
were born two children: Vera Ethel and [ler 
Myrtle. Dr. Cavitt has about 120 acres of land 
in cultivation where he lives, and which he has 
had improved to such an extent that it is one of 


piece of work in that line as he ever could. 


nessee 


the finest farms in the county. The Doctor says 
he intends it to be the best in the county within 
a year or two at the most. He has always, since 
living here, been dealing in cotton, and by care, 
and by closely watching the market, has man- 
aged to benefit himself very much in that line. 
He is a member of the I. O. O. F. lodge at Til- 
manville, is also a member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, and in each has tilled many of the chairs, 
holding one position at the present time. He and 
Mrs. Cavitt are members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Chureh, South, near Tilmanville. 

A. T. Chaffin is one of the energetic and pro- 
gressive farmers and stockmen of Cache Township, 





Greene County, Ark., and was born in Georgia in 
1832. being the eldest of a family of ten children 
belonging to Elias and Sarah (Yearwood) Chaffin, 
who were born in North Carolina and Georgia, re- 
spectively; the former, besides his association with 
farming, is a Missionary Baptist minister, and is 
actively engaged in preaching the gospel at the 
present time, although eighty-three years of ace. 
His wife died in 1872 at the age of sixty-four 
years. Both grandfathers were soldiers in the War 
Or lel, Aer. 


Georgia, and in his youth received very limited 


Chaffin was reared on a farm in 


educational advantages, but managed to attend the 
common schools to some extent. When but nine- 
teen years of age he bought a farm and began till- 
ing the soil, the same year marrying Miss Nancy 
They lived 


on this farm for ten years, then sold out and came 


E. Gosa, who was born in Alabama. 


to Arkansas, and soon located in Greene County, 
where he bought forty acres of shghtly improved 
land, and in time cleared thirty acres and erected 
buildings. He continued to purchase other tracts 
of Jand from time to time, on which he also made 
improvements, and at one time owned SOU acres 
of land. He sold off a portion of this, however, 
and on the remainder has erected six dwellings, 
with out-buildings, and on all these places has set 
out good orchards of well assorted fruits. His home 
farm is a fine tract at the foot of Crowley’s Ridge, 
of which sixty acres are under cultivation. Ina 
1861 Mr. Chaffin enlisted in the Confederate army, 
Rock, 
being assigned to Brageg’s division; and was in the 
battles of Oak Hill, Corinth, Murfreesboro, Chat- 
tanooga, Chickamauga, Cross Roads, Shiloh, where 


and was mustered into the service at Little 


he was wounded, and was mustered out of service 
at Columbus, Miss. 
resumed farming, which 


D? 


He then returned home and 
occupation has since re- 
eeived his attention. He is a Democrat politically, 
and takes considerable interest in the political 
affairs of the county. In ISiS Mrs. Chaftin died, 
leaving these children: Calvin, who is married 
and resides in Mississippi; Benjamin (deceased); 
Catherine and Roxana, residents of Mississippi; 
and John Walter, who lives at home. In ISS] 


Mr. Chaffin wedded Mrs. Susan (Croft) Shoe- 
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daughter of Logan Croft, an early immigrant to 
By her first husband Mrs. Chaffin was 
the of three sons: Peter, 
John. Mr. Chaffin is active in promoting the 
welfare of schools and churches, as well as the 


Arkansas. 


mother Thomas and 


county in which he resides. 
William H. Cothren. 
ness a man may engage, if he is industrious and 


No matter in what busi- 


fair in his dealings with his fellow men, he is sure 
sooner or later to win their confidence, respect and 
liking, and to become in time well-to-do in worldly 
voods. Mr. Cothren possesses these qualities, and 
as a consequence stands remarkably high in the 
estimation of all who know him. He was born in 
South Carolina in the month of February, 1842, 
and at an early day began to fight his own way in 
the world. When the Rebellion broke out he left 
his labors to enlist in the Southern army, joining, 
June 10, 1861, the Fifth Arkansas Regiment, and 
was sent east of the Mississippi, taking part in the 
battles of Farmington, Shiloh, Perryville, Mur- 
freesboro (where his shoulder was broken by a 
mibie ball), Chickamauga, and other engagements 
of that campaign. He was also at Atlanta, Jones- 
boro, Franklin, Nashville, Tupelo, and Smithville, 
N. C., after which engagement the army snrren. 
dered and Mr. Cothren soon returned home. He 
was married a short time afterward to Miss Mary 
Gregory, a native of South Carolina, a daughter of 
William Gregory, who came from South Carolina 
in 1863 


Cothren 


In 1869 Mr. 
bought a farm of eighty acres, slightly 
improved, and on this land he began an extensive 


and engaged in farming. 


seale of improvement, continuing to add to his 
original purchase until he became the owner of 


He 


has excellent buildings and orchards, and has taken 


240 acres, with about ninety acres cleared. 


great pride in beautifying his home besides putting 
his land in good tillable condition. He is engaged 
in general farming and gives his attention to rais- 
He is 


a Demoerat in politics, a patron of education, and 


inv cotton, corn, wheat, oats, grasses, ete. 


has served as school director for eight years. He 
and family attend the Methodist Church, of which 


himself and wife are members. They are the 


\i SE? ae ee cist ai iA. eee ’ 
waker, who was born in Kentucky, being the 
| 
| 
| 


parents of the following children: Nancy E., wife 
of Harve Spain; Reuben M., Richard V., and 
James W. Mr. Cothren is the eldest of seven 
children born to the marriage of Jackson Cothren 
and Sarah Gramling, who were born in Sonth 
Carolina, and were engaged in farming in that 
State until the father’s death in 1857, after which 
the mother came to Arkansas and resided with her 
father, Reuben Gramling, who, with his sons, was 
among the earliest settlers of the west side of 
Crowley’s Ridge. 

Alfred T. Craig, farmer and stock raiser, was 
born in Tennessee, in 1847, being the second of 
five children born to Andrew and Jane (Lambeth) 
Craig, the former a native of Tennessee, and the 
latter of North Carolina. The maternal grand- 
father was born in the ‘*Old North State,’ 
came to Tennessee ata very early day. setthng in 
the western part of the State, where he was en- 


* and 


gaged extensively in farming, and died in ISSS8, at 
the age of eighty-three years. His father was a 
soldier inthe Revolution, and served throughout the 
entire war. The paternal grandparents were Vir- 
ginians. Andrew Craig was also an extensive 
farmer, and died in 1863. 
him and lives on the old homestead in Tennessee. 
Alfred T. Craig worked on the home farm in his 


At the age 


His widow still survives 


youth and received but httle schooling. 
of seventeen he left home aud went to North and 
Middle Tennessee, where he resided for over a 
year, then went to Texas and was engaged in the 
distilling business for one year, after which he re- 
turned to Tennessee, and soon after married Miss 
Martha Brown, a 
daughter of Hiram Brown, of the same State, a 
In 1868 Mr. 


Craig purchased a farm on which he lived for three 


native of T'ennessee, and a 


well known farmer in his section. 


years, and on the 3d of December, IS71, came to 
Arkansas and settled in Greene County, where he 
bought 120 acres of wild land. On this he imme- 
diately began making improvements, and up tothe 
present time has opened up some seventy-five acres, 
about all of which is under fence and ina high 
state of cultivation. He has two aeres in orchard. 
His stock is of a good grade, his hogs being Jersey 


Reds and Berkshires, and Is cattle part Jersey. 
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Mr. Craig is a Democrat, and has held the office 
of school director for eight years. To him and 
wife were born fourteen children, twelve of whom 


are living: Andrew, who died in infancy; Fannie 


Ella, wife of John Jones; William Charles, James | 


Alfred, Mary Elizabeth, Lucy, John, who died at 
the age of nine months; Rosa Lee, Ih, Van, 
Winston, Francis Clyne and Frances (twins), and 
James Adaline. In 1886 Mr. Craig bought eighty 
acres of land on Eight Mile Creek, which is a choice 
piece of bottom Jand, and is improved with two 
good houses. JI orty acres are under cultivation. 
His son William resides on and tills this farm. 

J. W. Craven, a successful planter residing 
near Paragould, was born in Randolph County, of 
the ‘‘Old North State,’ February 22, 1834, being 
the fourth of eleven children born to Andrew R. 
and Elizabeth W. (Garner) Craven, who were also 
born in that State. In 1840 the father emigrated 
to Georgia, and two years later to Mississippi, 
where he opened up a large plantation on which he 
resided thirteen years, moving then to Tennessee. 
In January, 1855, he came to Greene County, 
Ark., and settled near where his son now resides, 
on 640 acres of land, 100 acres of which he cleared 
and improved, and here lived until his death, 
March 30, 1867, at the age of sixty-five years. 
His wife died in Mississippi in the fall of 1845. 
J. W. Craven received a common education in the 
schools of Mississippi, and besides becoming famil- 
iar with the details of farm work, learned the 
blacksmith’s trade, which occupation he followed 
for some years. He assisted in clearing the home 
farm, and was married in Hardeman County, Tenn., 
in 1853, to Miss L. M. Daniel, a native of that 
State, and a daughter of Ephraim and Penelope 
(Mundon) Daniel, who were born in North Caro- 
lina, and emigrated to Tennessee in 1840, and in 
1855 to Greene County, Ark. Here the father 
died on his farm, in 1876, his wife’s death having 
occurred four years earlier. After his marriage, 
Mr. Craven settled down to farming in Tennessee, 
but in 1855 bought an eighty-acre timber tract in 
Greene County, Ark., on which he erected a cabin, 
He now 
has 120 acres, with eighty-tive under cultivation, 


and commenced clearing and improving. 





the father is a farmer by occupation. 


which he devotes principally to raising corn. In 
1863 he enlisted in the Home Guards under Capt. 
Kirkendail, and in September of the same year, 
joined the infantry under Capt. Anderson, holding 
the rank of second lieutenant. In December, 1563, 
he was honorably discharged, but in 1864 joined 
the cavalry, and was in the fight at Little Rock, 
and several other engagements. Since the war he 
He votes with the 
He 
has held the office of justice of the peace for about 
seven years, and being an active .supporter of the 


has been engaged in farming. 
Democratic party, butis not active in polities. 


eause of education, is now a member of the school 
board. He also assisted in re-organizing the coun- 
ty. Socially he is a member of the Agricultural 
Wheel, and also a member of Paragould Lodge 
No. 368, F. & A. M. He and wife are members of 
the Baptist Church, and are active workers for the 
cause of Christianity. Seven of their nine chil- 
Andrew Nelson (died in 1863, 
at the age of ten years), Mary Jane (died in 
1858, aged two years and six months), Julia Ann 
(Mrs. Morgan), Martha T. (Mrs. Gwyn), John 
W., Lilhe C., Eliza C.. Sarah Elizabeth and Will- 
iam L., all members of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
Craven can remember when there was only one 
public road in the county, and when Cape Girar- 
deau was their nearest market. 

J. W. Crawford. 
esteemed 


dren are living: 


Prominent among the many 
and respected citizens of Paragould 
stands the name of the above mentioned gentleman, 
who was born in Orange County, N. C., June 4, 
1854, and who is the son of William and Elizabeth 
(Howard) Crawford, both natives of North Caro- 
lina. They are still residents of that State. and 
Their fam- 
ily consists of ten living children, five sons and 
five daughters. J. W. Crawford was reared on 
the farm, in Orange County, N. C., receiving his 
education 1868 
went to Tennessee, locating in Fayette County. 


in the common schools, and in 


| He was but a boy at this time, and engaged as 


clerk in a store, which business he followed most 
In 1877 be came 
to Arkansas, locating at Gainesville, Greene Coun- 
He then em- 


of his time while in Tennessee. 


ty, and sold liquors for two years. 
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barked in mercantile pursuits, which he carried on 
until his removal to Paragould, in 1885, and was 
one of the first business men of the town. Preyi- 
ous to this, in 1880, he married Miss Sadie Glass- 
cock, daughter of Capt. H. W. Glasscock, and the 
result of this union is two children: Guy E. and 
Henry V. 
business at Paragould until 1888, when he sold 
out, and has since been practically retired, al- 
though he turns his attention somewhat to real 
estate speculations. 
the Gager Hotel, which is a fine brick building, 
and a credit to Paragould; 
owner of a good farm adjoining the corporation of 


Mr. Crawford continued his mercantile 


He owns a half-interest in 


and he is also the 


No man has been more active in im- 
He is 


Paragould. 
proving this place than has Mr. Crawford. 
a member of the Masonic fraternity. 


Hon. Benjamin H. Crowley is a wealthy farmer _ 


and an eminent lawyer of Greene County, Ark., 
and is State Senator from the First Senatorial 
District of Arkansas. His birth occurred in 1836, 
and he is the only child born to the marriage of 
Samuel Crowley and Sailie Hutchins, who were 
born respectively in Kentucky and Tennessee. The 
paternal grandfather was a Georgian, who re- 
moved to Kentucky at an early day, where he met 
and married Miss Annie Wylie, a supposed na- 
tive of that State, and there made his home, being 
engaged in farming and stock-raising and dealing 
on a very extensive scale until 1521, when he came 
with his family, which consisted of his wife and 
eight children, five boys and three girls, to what is 
At that 
time the country was very sparsely settled, he be- 


now Greene County (then Lawrence). 


ing the only settler within a radius of many miles. 
He located on a tract of land consisting of 240 
acres, and gave his name to a ridge of land run- 
ning for more than 200 miles through Arkansas 
and 100 miles in Missouri. Here he erected a 
dwelling house, opened about fifty acres of land 
for cultivation, set out orchards, and became one 
of the thriftiest farmers and best-known men in 
All his children settled 
near him, where their descendants are still resid- 
He died about 1842 at the age of eighty- 


four years, and his wife’s death occurred in 1S50, 


Northeastern Arkansas. 


ny, 





COUNTY. 


she never having married again after his death. 
Samuel Crowley, the father of our subject, was 
married in 1832 to Miss Sallie Hutchins, whose par- 
ents came from Tennessee to Arkansas and settled 
where Paragould is now situated, where the father 
died in 1837, having been an extensive farmer and 
stockman. She subsequently married a man by 
the name of Robert H. Halley. In his youth Ben- 
jamin H. Crowley attended the common schools 
and at the age of nineteen vears he entered the 
Wallace Institute, which he attended one year. 
After spending several years in Greene County he 
removed to Scott County, where he had previously 
lived with his mother. On the 10th of May, 1895, 
he was married to Miss Elizabeth J. Crowley, a 
cousin, and a daughter of W. Crowley, and when 
the war broke out he left home and friends and 
the peaceful pursuit of farming to enlist in the 
He was in nearly all the bat- 
tles of importance that were fought in‘the South- 


Confederate service. 


west, and was soon promoted to the rank of lien- 
tenant, and later was made captain of Company 
H, Nineteenth Infantry, 
the war was commanding a company of cavalry. 


and at the close of 


He was captured in Scott County after the fall of 
Little Roek, and was in confinement at various 
places for fifteen months. 
at Johnson's Island. Lake Erie, he and a number 


During this time, while 


of other officers formed a class and began the study 
of Blackstone, and after his return home he contin- 
ued his legal studies until 1S71, when he was ad- 
mitted to the bar and, in IS74, was admitted to 
practice in the Federal courts. and in 1S88 in the 
Supreme Courts of Arkansas. Immediately after 
the war he traveled for some time in Texas, and 
then returned to Arkansas and settled down to 
farming in Cache Township, Greene County. In 
1S6S, when Clayton’s militia were over-running the 
State, and when they had stationed themselves at 
Jonesboro and arrested a number of the best citi. 
zeus of the town, Capt. Crowley raised 100 picked 
men in his county and went to their rescue. There 
was a fight at Willis’ Mills and his company lost 
one man and had several wounded, while the muili- 
tia lost several men and were driven back to Jones- 


boro. Afterward Capt. Crowley succeeded in ef- 
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fecting a compromise whereby all prisoners taken 
by the militia were released, and peace and order 
were once more restored in that section of the 
State. To this day Capt. Crowley’s efforts in pre- 
venting strife and restoring order are remembered 
with pleasure and gratitude by those whose lives 
and property were endangered. In 1869 he bought 
the old homestead settled by his grandfather, 
which had been ont of possession of the family 
for several years, and with this bis lands amount 
to about 4,000 acres in Greene County, 500 of 
which are in a highly cultivated condition. He is 
the most extensive farmer in the county and is also 
largely interested in stock-raising and dealing. He 
has cleared over 200 acres of land, has erected 
many buildings, and in ISSO built his present com- 
modious and substantial residence, it being situated 
In 1880 his wife died, 
leaving a family of six children: Victoria, wife of 
Dr. J. D. Sibert, of this county; Cynthia H., 
Nannie P., wife of E. R. Page, residing in Crow- 
ley Township; Lucian G., Bell and Ben. H. On 
the 26th of June, 1831, he married his present 
wife, whose maiden name was Miss R. L. Fielder, 


on a natural building site. 


a native of Tennessee. They have two children, 
Thomas Garland, who is deceased, and Sallie Al- 
ice. Mr. Crowley is an eminent lawyer and has 
won an enviable reputation among his legal breth- 
ren in Arkansas. He has always heen an active 
politician, and in 1872 was elected representa- 
tive to the State The  poll-books 
were at that time destroyed, but the Captain se- 


cured his seat and secured a new election for the 


legislature. 


county officers, who were all elected on the Demo- 
cratic ticket. 
1884, and during this time declined a commission 
as colonel from Goy. Baxter. In 1876 he was 
elected to the State Senate from the First District 
of Arkansas and in 1588 was re-elected by a very 
large majority. He of the 
members of that body, and is a fluent and forci- 


He was in the stormy session of 


is one most useful 


ble speaker, sound in his views. In the space al- 
lotted in this volume it would be impossible to give 
a detailed account of his public and private career, 
or to speak at length of his many sterling social and 
business qualities; suflice it to say that in every 


| aiaus 
| 





walk in life his career has been above reproach. 
He was the author of the bill for the organization 
of Clay County, and was also the author of sev- 
eral other important measures. 

Henry Cupp, one of Greene County’s leading 
farmers, is a native of Georgia, where he was 
born January 10, 1839. In the same year his 
father emigrated from that State to Craighead 
County, Ark., where he remained but one year, 
when he again moved, this time selecting Greene 
County. There he was very successful at farming 
PP ASTT * His 
hardly survived him a year, but died January 1S, 
1872. 
nine children, five of whom are yet living. 


until -his death, February wife 
Mr. and Mrs. Cupp, reared a family of 
Henry 
Cupp was but a child when his parents came to 
He had 


very limited school opportunities, but has all his 


this State, and be was reared to farm Hie. 


life been an industrious farmer: and through his 
practical knowledge of farming, has been suc- 
cessful. He owns a large well-stocked farm, much 
of He has been 
four times, and is the father of seven children, 
two of whom, Sarah Ann (born October 18, 1867) 


it under cultivation. married 


and Emeline (born February 2, 1871) are the 


only survivors. His first wife was Margaret 
Dennis, and after her death, he chose Lucy 


S41. His 
third marriage was with Nancy Smith, who died 
in I18S4. 
Emeline Lane, was born November 21, 1862, and 
Mr. Cupp 
is one of the prominent farmers and stock raisers 


Stevens, who was born December 2, 
Mrs. Cupp, whose maiden name was 
is a true wife and benevolent woman. 


of the county, has decided political views, and is 
interested in progress and development. 

F. M. Daulton, editor and proprietor of the 
Greene County Events, is a resident of Gaines- 
ville, Ark., but was born in Ralls County, Mo., in 
1832, and after acquiring a common school edu 
eation and attaining a suitable age he commenced 
working on the Quincy Herald, at Quincey, Hl. 
After serving a five-years’ apprenticeship, he re- 
turned to Shelbyville, Mo., and established the 
Spectator in 1853, which he conducted until the 
breaking out of the war, when he gave up this 


work to enlist as major in the Twenty-first Mis- 
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GREENE COUNTY. 





souri. He served about two years, and was shot 
through the neck at the battle of Iuka, in Mis- 
sissippi. After receiving his discharge he went to 
Ohio, where he spent two or three years, and next 
located in Indiana, being engaged in publishing 
papers in both these States. Aftes coming to 
Greene County, Ark., in 1878, he established the 
Press, and in 1882 his present paper, which has a 
circulation of over 500; this is a paper pure in 
tone and fearless in its attacks upon the popular 
short-comings of the day. 
Miss M. M. Connor, who died, having borne the 
following children: Emma (Hindman), living, and 
Jennie and Frank, deceased, the latter being 
killed in 1867, while braking on the Iron Moun- 
tain Railroad. Mr. Daulton took for his second 
wife Miss Lizzie Lanker, by whom he has five 
children: William, Charles, Daniel, Delia 
Benjamin. 

R. T. Daniel, a merchant and farmer of Clark 
Township, Greene County, was born in 1837 in 
Tennessee, and is the fifth of a family of nine 
children born to Ephraim and Pennie (Mundson) 
Daniel, who were Tennesseeans. 
a sturdy son of the soil, and when our subject was 
a child removed to Mississippi, where he was 
At that date he 
came to Greene County, Ark., and settled on the 
farm on which R. T. Daniel is now residing, which 
consisted of 200 acres. 
very much and soon had quite an extensive tract 
under cultivation and furnished with good build- 
ings. R. T. Daniel remained with his parents 
until twenty-five years of age, then marrying Miss 


He was first married to 


and 


The father was 


engaged in farming until 1855. 


He improved this farm 


Elizabeth Pilmore, who was born in Mississippi 
and came with her parents to Arkansas at an early 


day. Soon after he erected a cottage on his father’s | 


farm, and began tilling the soil for himself on 
forty acres of land purebased from his father. 
Later he bought eighty acres more, and at his 
father’s death, in 1870, inherited the remainder. 
When the war broke out he enlisted in Capt. 
Anderson's company, and was with Gen. Shelby 


ou bis raid through Missouri, and was in the battle | 


of Cape Girardeau, where he was wounded. 
was also at Helena, Devall’s Bluff, Little Rock, 








He | 


While with Price on 
his raid through Missouri he was in the engage- 


Camden and Saline River. 


ments at Iron Mountain, Independence, Blue Lick, 
He then retreated to 
After his 


return home he resumed farming successfully, con- 


Boonville and Kansas City. 
Texas and surrendered at Pine Bluff. 


tinting until 1887, when he received a stroke of 
paralysis, and has not been able to do bard labor 
since. He is now conducting a general mercantile 
store on his farm, which is netting him a fair in- 
come. Sixty acres of his place are under cultiva- 
tion, and he devotes it to raising corn, cotton, etc. 
He and wife are the parents of the following chil- 
dren: James, who is married to Miss Nancy 
Fielder; Eliza Jane, wife of Jeff Adams; Henry. 
Thomas, Pollie, and Sarah Elizabeth. The family 
worship in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
Mr. Daniel has served as school director and has 
always taken a deep interest in educational matters, 
as well as all other worthy enterprises. 

Dr. John M. Davis, druggist, of Paragould, and 
son of Dr. James S. and Nancy E.(Farmer) Davis. 
was born in Limestone County, Ala., December 31, 
1840. His parents were both natives of Alabama, 
and removed to Marshall County, Miss., in 1844, 
going in 1850 to Salem, that State, and thence to 
Iuka, where the father died. Dr. James S. Davis 
was a graduate of Jefferson Medical College of Phil- 
adelphia, and was also a graduate of the Lonisville 
Medical College. 
cian and noted surgeon, and people came from a 


He was a very prominent physi- 


great distance for his treatment. He practiced from 
1844 to 1879, a period of about thirty-five years. 
He was one of the members of the secession con- 
vention of Mississippi, and signed the declaration 
of independence for that purpose. He was a sur- 
geon in the late war and incommand of a company 
a portion of the time. His wife is still living, and 


is a resident of Iuka, Miss. They were the par- 
ents of ten children, five now living, of whom Dr. 
John M. Davis is the eldest. 


reared and edueated in Mississippi, and at the age 


He was principally 


of sixteen began the study of medicine with the in- 
tention of later following that profession, but about 
this time the war broke out which prevented him 
He 


from further pursuing his_ studies. shoul- 
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HISTORY 


dered bis musket, marched to the front and en- 
listed in the Tenth Alabama Cavalry Regiment, 
serving over three years. He was ensign of his 
regiment, with the rank of first hleutenant, and was 
in all the principal engagements—Shiloh, Atlanta, 
Days Gap, etc. His whole service was in the cav- 
At Pulaski, during Hood’s on 
Franklin, Mr. Davis received a severe gun-shot 
wound, tke ball passing through his body at the side 
of the abdomen. 
home the captured Federal flag and also his own 
flag. 


alry. advance 


He had the honor of carrying 


At the close of the war he returned to Missis- 
sippi, and engaged in merchandising, which he con- 
ducted for four years. After this he went to the 
Lone Star State, resuming the mercantile business 
at Tyler and Fort Worth, where he remained until 
1880, then returning to Mississippi. One year 
later, he came to Paragould where he embarked in 
the drug business, which he still continues. He was 
one of the first business men of Paragould, and is 
the oldest druggist in point of residence in Greene 
County. He carries a general line of drugs, ete. 
He was married, April 3, 1861, to Miss Altie E. 
Robbins, a native of Alabama.and the fruits of this 
union were nine children, seven now living: Nan- 
nie A., wife of P. W. Mass, editor of the Thayer 
(Mo.) Tribune: William S., Maggie, Russell J., 
Hattie A., Thomas B. and Sallie B. Dr. and Mrs. 
Davis are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh, and he is superintendent of the Sunday- 
school. He belongs tothe Masonic fraternity, the 
I. O. O. F., andis also a member of the K. of H., 
being treasurer of that organization. He is city 
treasurer, and treasurer of the Building and Loan 
Association. 

L. T. Dennis, a successful farmer and justice 
of the peace of Cache Township, Greene County, 
Ark., is a native of the county, born in 1843, be- 
ing the second of ten children born to Robert and 
Ellen (Tompkins) Dennis, natives of Tennessee 
and Kentucky, respectively, who came to Arkansas 
with their parents during the early history of this 
State. 
Dennis entered and purchased land in what is 


On his arrival in Arkansas, in 1837, Robert 


known as St. Francis Township, and on this he 
lived and made improvements until about IS48, 
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ARKANSAS. | 


when he sold out and entered a tract of forty acres 

on the west side of Crowley’s Ridge, on which he 
lived ten years. This he sold and bought eighty 
acres in the same locality, clearing nearly the en- 

tire tract, and making many other improvements, 
and here resided until his death on the 20th of 
December, 1567, followed by his widow, February 

14, 1881. The maternal grandfather, Lawrence 
Tompkins, came from Kentucky to Arkansas about 
1833, and settled on the east side of Crowley's | 
Ridge, and was one of some six families that were 
among the first settlers. Here he resided until his 
death, being an active participant in the develop- 
ment of the county. L.T. Dennis, whose name heads 
this sketch, was reared to farm labor, and in his 
youth received quite meager educational advanta- 
ges, but by applying himself to his books at home, 
secured a fair education. He remained with his 
father until twenty-two years of age, then married 
Miss Nancy Ann Newsom, a daughter of Sterling 
Newsom, who was a Tennesseean, and came to 
Arkansas at an early day. After his marriage Mr. 
Dennis bought a shghtly improved farm of seventy- 
five acres, and on this tract he located and began 
making improvements in the way of clearing and 
building. After about ten years his house caught 
fire and was consumed, but the same year he pur. 
chased 325 acres of land, erected a new dwelling and 
began a fresh start in life. He has opened about 
seventy-five acres, set out orchards, and otherwise 
In 1885 he erected 
anew residence on a natural building site, and 


greatly uuproved his property. 


his surroundings are now most pleasant. On 
the 16th of December, 1874, Mr. Dennis lost his 
estimable wife and the following year he married 
Miss Martha Jane Gramlin, a daughter of Rawlins 
Gramlin, who came from North Carolina to Arkan- 
sas in 1857, and settled on the west side of Crow- 
To his 


following children: 


ley’s Ridge. first union were born the 
William Pleasant and Mary 
Jane living, and Henry Aibert, Robert Sterling 
and an infant deceased. His second union has 
resulted in the birth of seven children: Lawrence 
M., who died at the age of four years; James 
Hdward, Walter Anderson, Leopold Leaton and 
Ellen, 


Gopel Wiley, twins; Lucy and Thomas | 
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Jefferson. In 1862 Mr. Dennis enlisted in Jeffer- 
son Thompson’s artillery company and was sent to 
the division of the Missouri, and was on the Arkan- 
sas Ram when she ran the blockade past Mem- 
phis; he was also on the same vessel when she ran 
the blockade at the mouth of the Yazoo River. 
He was then transferred to the infantry, and in 
the fall was in the battle of Corinth, and was also 
at Grand Gulf, Port Gibson, Baker's Creek, and 
in Vicksburg during the siege of forty-nine days, 
after which he was paroled and returned home, 
but again enlisted in July, 1864, joining a cav- 
alry company, and during the remainder of that 
While there 
he met with an accident and was compelled to re- 
turn home, and took no further part in the war. 
He is now engaged in general farm work and de- 
votes about seventy-five acres of his farm to the 
culture of corn, forty acres to cotton and ten acres 
each to wheat, oats and clover. 
active politician, votes with the Democratic party, 
and has served as justice of the peace ten years, 


year was in and around Little Rock. 


He is quite an 


and as school director six years. He belongs to 
the Baptist Church and his wife to the Methodist. 

L. G. Dillman, manufacturer of plain lumber 
and building material at Paragould, was born in 
Stark County, Ohio, April 15, 1830, and is the son 
of Jacob Dillman, a native of Pennsylvania, and 
Maria (Crocker) Dillman, of Vermont nativity. 
The parents were married in Ohio, and here the 


father followed the cabinet-maker’s trade, al- 
though his principal occupation was farming. He 


was one of the pioneers of Williams County, Ohio, 
and when first settling there his nearest neighbor 
was fifteen miles distant. He died in Ohio in i869. 
The mother died in 1842. They were the parents 
of six children, only two now living: Lemuel G., 
and Susan, wife of Dwight Stoddard. A brother, 
Sylvester Dillman, was killed at the battle of Win- 
chester, Va., and his widow has been postmistress 
L. G. Dill- 
man remained on the farm in Ohio until twenty- 
one years of age, and in 1So! went to St. Jo- 
seph County, Ind., where he was engaged in the 
In 1564 he en- 
listed inCompany B, One Hundred and Fifty-tifth 


at Toledo, Iowa, for several years. 


lumber business for several years. 


Indiana Volunteers, and served until cessation of 
hostilities. He remained in St. Joseph County, 
Ind., being engaged principally in the lumber bus- 
In 1876 he went 
to Nashville, Tenn., and put up a machinery plant 
In 1551 he 
came to Arkansas, located at Bradford, on the Iron 
Mountain Railroad and put up a saw-mill, but sold 
out in a short time and put up a foundry and ma- 
chine shop at Newport, which he ran for about one 
year. 


iness, until coming to Arkansas. 


for the Indiana Lumbering Company. 


He then sold out and came to Greene Coun- 
ty, and has since made Paragould his headquarters. 
He has had several saw-mills in this and Craighead 
Counties. He was married in 1853 to Miss Mar- 
garet Vanderhoof, a native of Rochester, N. Y.. 
by whom he has two children, Frank, and Arl. 
who is at school at Cape Girardeau. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dillman are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He is a member of the G. A. R. 

A. L. Dover, proprietor of a saw and grist-mill 
and cotton-gin, situated near the Fair Ground in 
Clark Township, was born in Blount County, Ala., 
in 1848, and was the third in a family of nine chil- 
dren born to B. A. and Patsy (Fielding) Dover, 
the former a native of North Carolina and the lat- 
ter of Georgia. They settled in Alabama in 1S47, 
where the father opened up a farm and resided 
seyeral years, and in 1868 moved to Poinsett Coun- 
ty, Ark., where he settled and improved another 
farm. Since 1874 he has lived in Greene County. 
His wife died in 1884. A. L. Dover received his 
early education in Alabama, and after coming to 
Poinsett County began farming for himself, and 
like his father has in Greene County 
since 1874. The year following his location here 
he purchased a tract of land containing 12S acres. 
which was heavily covered with timber, and com- 


resided 


menced immediately to clear it. He now has sixty 
acres under cultivation, which are well improved 
In 1876 he was 


married to Miss Tennessee V. Yates, a daughter of 


with good buildings and orchard. 


Henderson and Martha Yates, who were born in 
Tennessee and Virginia, respectively; the father 
came to Greene County, Ark.,in 1S75, his wife having 
Mr. Yates is 
Mr. Dover votes with 


died in Tennessee the year before. 


now residing in Paragould. 
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the Democratic party, and was elected on that ticket 


| 


| 


to the office of magistrate, which position he held | 


four years. He has always taken an interest in 
school matters and is now a member of the school 
board. Socially he belongs to the Masonic fra- 
ternity and the I. O. O. F., Paragould Ledge. 
He and wife became the parents of five children, 
three of whom are living: William Wallace, Le- 
ander Byrd and Henderson Franklin. Arthur 
Bruce died at the age of one year, and Major Oscar 
died when two years of age. 

J. C. Wield. Among the many wealthy farin- 
ers of Greene County, Ark., well worthy an honor- 
able place in these columns may be mentioned Mr. 


| but an infant. 


more pleasure than of the bakery of B. C. Gallup. 
Mr. Gallup was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 
12th of August, 1840, and is the son of Henry and 
Ehzabeth Gallup, the father a native of Massa- 
chusetts, of French descent, and a fluent speaker 
of three different languages. He was a carpenter 
by trade, and after his removal to Quincy, Jll., in 
1841, he built the first Methodist Episcopal Church 
on Vermont Street. He died in that city, as did 
also his wife, leaving B. C. Gallup, who was then 
A gnardian was appointed for the 
little orphan, but, after growing up. his relations 


with his guardian were not of the most pleas- 


Field, who was born in Cross County, Ark., in | 
steamer, serving in that capacity for about five 


1849, and is the fourth in a family of six children 
born to John and Catherine (Curtis) Field, who 
were born, reared and married in Maury County, 
Tenn., where the father was engaged in tilling the 
soil. In 1848 he removed with his family to Ar- 
kansas, purchased a tract of 160 acres, which he 
improved, and then sold out and moved to Poin- 
sett County, in 1875, where he bought a farm, on 
which he died, in 1880. His wife died while they 
were residing in Cross County. J.C. Field re- 
ceived the education and rearing that usually fall 
to the farmer’s boy, and at the age of twenty- 
four years began farming for himself, making his 
first crop on Buffalo Island. The next year he 
came to Greene County, and from time to time 
purchased land until he became the owner of 560 
acres of some of the best land in the county. He 
cleared about 175 acres of timber land, and now 
has at least 200 acres under cultivation. He has 
erected good buildings on his property, set out 
orchards, and has done general farming, raising 
cotton and the cereals, and this year has devoted 
about sixty acres to corn and 140 to cotton. He 
has some good stock, and his first labors are meet- 
ing with deserved success. In 1874 he was united 
in marriage to Miss Mary Gulches, by whom he 
has two children: Jefferson and James. 

B. C. Gallup, proprietor of the City Bakery 
and Confectionery Store, Paragouid. In this city 
are found quite a number of prosperous estab- 
lishments, and of none ean mention be made with 


ant nature, and consequently he took French leave 
of him, and engaged as cook on a Mississippi 


years. During this time he learned the turner's 


_ trade, but did not put it to immediate use, for in 


1857 he engaged in the bakery business in Quincy, 


| Ill., where he remained until the breaking out of 


| the Civil War. 


He then left the bakery to shoul- 
der a musket, and in 1861 enlisted in the Tenth 


" Ilinois Infantry, and served three years. He was 
at the battles of Belmont, Tiptonville, Shiloh, 
| Farmington, Corinth, Inka, Nashville, Chatta- 


nooga, and at Atlanta, being under fire for three 


months. He was at Missionary Ridge, Resaca, 


Dalton, etc., but never received anything but a 


flesh wound. He was mustered out in 1865, and 
returned to Quincy, Ill., where he continued until 
1868. From there he went to Kansas City, re- 
mained there a few years, and then went to Mis- 
souri, but only tarried in that State a short time, 
and then went to Kansas, Colorado, and thence to 


Texas, where he was engaged on journey-work. 


_ After residing in that State for six or seven years, 


he came to Greene County, Ark., in 1884, and 
located in Paragould, when there were but few 
business men in town. He bought a little prop- 
erty, and immediately embarked in business for 
himself. He has built up a good trade, and by 
his upright and honest dealings has won the con- 
He has bought consider- 
While in 
Kansas City he married Miss Katie Lightman, 
Mr. 


fidence of his patrons. 
able town property, and is doing well. 
all deceased. 


who bore him four children 
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GREENE COUNTY. 





Gallup's second marriage was at Jacksonport, Ark., 
in December, 1881, to Miss Hannah E. Bickel, a 
native of Ohio. One child, now deceased, was 
born to this union. Mr. Gallup is a member of 
the G. A. R., and also belongs to the I. O. O. F. 
Richard H. Gardner, ex-county clerk and sur- 
veyor of Greene County, Ark., is a gentleman of 
wide experience,who has been actively interested 
in politics from his youth up. He was born in 
Weakley County, Tenn., in 1551, and is a son of 
Richard W. and Eliza (Thomas) Gardner, who 
were of English and German descent, having been 
born in Virginia and South Carolina in 1808 and 
1811, and died in Tennessee in 1852 and 1842, 
respectively. The former was taken to Kentucky 
when a boy, by his father, John A. Gardner, and 
there resided until] 1825 or 1826, when he moved 
to Tennessee, and there spent the remainder of his 
days. He was the War 
under Gen. Cheatham, of Tennessee, serving as 


a soldier in Mexican 


surgeon, having graduated from the Louisville 
Medical College in 18-45. 
State of Mississippi for a short time after the war. 


He practiced in the 


when he returned to Tennessee and resumed prac- 
tice. He was always a strong advocate of temper- 
ance. Four of the eight children born to himself 
and wife lived to be grown, and two are living at 
the present time: Jerome A. and Richard H. The 
latter lived in Weakley County, Teun., until eleven 
years of age, and was then sent to Franklin College, 
near Nashville, where he remained until he was 
twenty-one years of age. He engaged in civil 
engineering in Tennessee, Kentucky and Missis- 
sippi, continuing from 1852 to 1855, and then 
clerked in a steam flouring-mill for two years, 
after which he came west. and in 1857 located at 
Oak Bluff, Greene County, Ark., where he was oe- 
cupied in merchandising for a short time, and was 
then elected assessor and deputy clerk, serving 
until 186). 


in the Confederate army and commanded a com- 


When the war broke out he enlisted 


pany as captain in the battles of Pleasant Grove, 
Pleasant Hill. After the he 
returned home and was appointed to the oflice of 


Helena and var 
county clerk for six months, being re-elected in 


1866 for two years. In 1870 he was elected county 








surveyor, holding the position ten years, and in 
1882 was again elected county clerk, which he 
1837, after 
retiring from office, he came to his present place of 
abode. 
and schools, and has been a liberal contributor to 
both. 1856 to Miss Sarah 
Towles, of Nashville, Tenn., who died in 1850, 


held for four years. In January, 


He is a strong advocate of churches 
He was married in 


jeaving a family of nine children, six of whom are 
now living: Arthur C., Flora G., Oliver W., 
Albert D., Ada B. and Nerly R. Stapleton died 
at the age of twenty-one; Elmore at the age of 
twelve years, and Algernon, when three years of 
age. Mr. Gardner took for his second wife, 
Lucretia C. Harris, who died in 1881, having 
In 1882 
he married his present wife, Mrs. Ann E. Thomp 
son. who was born in the State of Mississippi, in 


borne one child, which died in infancy. 


1844, and when fourteen years of age came to 
She and 
Mr. Gardner are the parents of two children: 
Berah B. and Kathleen. 


first marriage named James 


Arkansas, where she grew to maturity. 


One son was born to her 
Mr. 
Gardner belongs to the Christian Church, and his 
wife to the Methodist Episcopal Church, Sonth. 
She was the widow of Isaac Thompson, and the 
daughter of James and Jane Johnston, who came 
to Arkansas in 1858. Here the father 
1872 at the age of sixty-nine years, and the mother 


Thompson. 


died in 
in 1886, aged seventy-six years. The former was a 
merchant in Mississippi until his failure in busi- 
ness, then selling clocks until he was able to re- 
sume mercantile pursuits, which he did in Gaines- 
ville, Ark. 


eight children, Mrs. Gardner being one of four 


He and wife became the parents of 


now living. 

G. L. Gentry, a successful planter residing 
near Paragould, Ark., was born in 1841 in Weak- 
ley County, Tenn., being the eighth of twelve 
children born to the marriage of J. R. Gentry and 
Sarah Nance, the former a native of Tennessee and 
the latter of Virginia. In LS5S they located near 
the 
ISS4, having been a prominent resident of the 


Gainesville, Ark., in which father died in 


eounty. The mother is still living, and resides at 


Paragould. G. 
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on a farm in Tennessee, and in 1808S came to 
Greene County, Ark., enlisting from this county, 
in 1861, in Company K, Fifth Arkansas Vol- 
unteers, uoder Col. Cross, and went into service at 
Columbus, Ky. He was a member of a scouting 
party along the Red River, and in 1862 was hon- 
After 
his return home he joined Gen. Marmaduke, and 
In 1869 
married to Miss Angeline McWhirter, of Tennes- 


see, a daughter of John and Matilda (Yarber) Me- 


orably discharged at Bowling Green, Ky. 


was with him for some time. he was 


Whirter, who were also born in that State, coming 
to Arkansas at a very early day, in which State 
they both died. After his marriage Mr. Gentry 
settled near Gainesville, and in 1873 bought a 
partly improved farm of 200 acres, but sold it 
some time later and went to Paragould, where he 
Three 
years later he embarked in grist-milling, and also 


engaged in the saw-mill business (in 1851). 


operated a cotton-gin, which he sold in 1SS7, and 
returned tothe farm. Sixty acres of his 100-acre 
farm are under cultivation, and on it he raises cotton 
By his wife, who died in 1885, he be- 
came the father of the following children: Joseph 
W., Laurettie, Oney, Gilbert W., Albert and Wil- 
lis, allof whom are at home. In 158+ Mr. Gentry 
married his present wife, whose maiden name was 


and cereals. 


Frances Drollender, of Tennessee, a daughter of 
William and Elizabeth (Bond) Drollender, of Ten- 
nessee, both of whom are deceased, the latter dying 
in Paragould in 1887. My. Gentry has seen a vast 
change in the country since his boyhood days, as 
it was then in a very wild and unsettled condition. 
He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and was 
Worshipful Master of Gainesville Lodge for a 
number of years, and in 1887 filled the same posi- 
tion in Paragould Lodge No. 365. He is a mem- 
ber of the Agricultural Wheel, and although a 
Democrat, is not very active in polities. A station 
on the Iron Mountain Railroad, wnidway between 
Paragould and Gainesville, is called Geatry in 
honor of our subject. 

H. W. Glasscock, mayor of Paragould and real 
estate dealer, was born in Randolph County, Ark., 
February 19, 1834, and is the son of George W. 
and Catherine (Gray) Glasscock, natives of Ten- 


nessee. The parents were married in their native 
State, and in about 1850 they emigrated to Arkan- 
sas, locating in Randolph County, and were among 
its very first settlers. Here the father died in 
1834 and the mother three days later. 
the parents of seven children, three now living: 


When the 


parents first made their home in Arkansas, the 


They were 
William, Henry W., and George F. 


country was a wilderness, and wild animals were 
plentiful, the red man’s face frequently being seen 
H.W. 


was reared in Randolph County, Ark., until twelve 


at the door of the log cabin. Glasscock 


years of age, when he moved to Gainesville, 
Greene County. He was educated principally at 
Tn 1858 he was 
of Greene County, and 
In 1861 he enlisted in 
the first regiment that was organized in Greene 


Gainesville and in Mississippi. 


elected county clerk 


served until after the war. 


County. and left a deputy to attend to his business. 
He served in the eastern army and was discharged 
in 1862 on account of his health. He then 
home and re-enlisted in Kitchens’ regiment in the 


same 


cavalry, and was in command of Company E, 
serving until the surrender: he was on the raid 
through Missouri. After returning to his home 
he took charge of the clerk’s office, and in 1S6S 
engaged in mercantile business at Gainesville, 
which he continued until 1883, when he sold out 
Since that time he has 


been occupied in the real estate business. He 


and came to Paragould. 


owns about 12,000 acres of land, with some 600 
under cultivation. His lands are among the best in 
the country, as he has been investing and buying 
since 1807. Mr. Glasscock was elected mayor of 
Paragould in April, 1SSS. which position he is now 
tilling. He 1858 to Miss 
Amanda Condutf, by whom he had four children, 


His 


lliamson, by 
Willia 1 


was married first in 

two now living: H. F. and Sudie. second 
Emily J. 
whom he has six children, four now living: John, 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Glasscock and family are members of the Metho 


marriage was to Mrs. 
Jennie, Etta and Albert (twins). 


dist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Glasscock is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity and Knights of 
Pythias. 


citizens of his vicinity. 


He is one of the prominent and leading 
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GREENE COUNTY. 139 
) 
M. C. Gramling, who is one of the first and most same year he was elected assessor of Greene Coun- 
suecessful farmers and stock raisers of Greene ty, for one term of two years. In the spring of 
County, Ark., was born in Spartanburg County, this year he was appointed treasurer of the county 











S. C., November 29, 1839, and is the eldest in a 
family of twelve children born to the marriage of 
Benjamin M. and Mary (Wilson) Gramling, also 
natives of the ‘‘ Palmetto State,’” who were there 
engaged in farming until 1858, when they came to 
Arkansas and settled Here 
they entered a tract of 160 acres, and began imme- 
diately to make improvements, opening about 
acres of land. erecting good buildings 
After living on this tract 


in Greene County. 


seventy-five 
aud setting out orchards. 
for about sixteen years the father sold out and pur- 
chased 100 acres in Cache Township, which he also 
greatly improved. He is here living at the pres- 
ent time, and is in his seventy-first year. M. C. 
Gramling, our subject, has always been familiar 
with farm labor, and assisted his father until twen- 
ty-one years of age, when he became an employé 
of the Government in draining this section of the 
State. At the breaking out of the Rebellion he 
enlisted in Company D, Fifth Arkansas Infantry, 
and was assigned to the Army of the Tennessee, 
and was with Gen. Joe Jobnston, participating in 
the battles of Perryville, Murfreesboro, Corinth, 
where he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, 
and Chickamauga. In this engagement, while his 
company was making a charge, and he was crying 
to his comrades ‘* Come on, boys,’’ he was wounded 
by a bullet striking bim in the cheek. 
at Ringgold, Resaca, where he was wounded in the 
where he lost his left 


He was also 


thigh, and Jonesboro, Ga., 
arm by the explosion of a shell on the Ist of Sep- 
tember, 1864. He remained in the field until the 
close of the war, then returned to Arkansas. and 
in 1866 was married to Miss Mary Smith, a native 
of South Carolina, and a daughter of William and 
Elizabeth (Otts) Smith, who were also from South 
Carolina, and emigrated to Arkansas in 185), set- 
tling on 160 aeres of land in Greene County. 
They were very successful, and in time became the 
owners of 1,100 acres of land. The father died in 
September, 1878, but the mother 
In 1866 Mr. Gramling located at Gainesville, 


is still living. 
where 


he started a general store, and in the fall of the 





till the election of a successor, but continued also 
to manage his store for three years, then moving to 
St. Francis Township, where he rented land, and 
made one crop. In 1870 he bought 240 acres of 
land, and since that time has continued to add 
to his acreage until he now possesses 560 acres of 
fertile land. He has made many improvements on 
his property, and in 1877 erected a handsome res- 
idence, and has also built good barns. Two hun- 
dred acres of his land are under cultivation, and two 
acres are in orchard. He gives considerable atten- 
tion to stock raising, and has a full-blooded Hol- 
stein bull imported from Northern Missouri. In 
1872 he was elected to the oftice of county sheriff, 
and subsequently was elected county judge, which 
he held two terms. He has always been active in 
political and school matters, and is always inter- 
ested in every enterprise for the welfare of the 


county. He and wife are the parents of the follow- 
ing children: William M., who died on the 6th of 
August, 1879, aged eleven years, six months; 


Marl V., 
who died 


James M., Alice, Jennie, Joseph F., 
Jesse M., Elbert S., Van W., and Mary, 
in infancy. 

George A. Gramling is classed among the suc- 
cessful tillers of the soil and 
Township, Greene County, Ark., of which he is a 
native, having been born in the year 1859. He is 
the ninth of eleven children born to Richard and 
Cynthia (Brannon) Gramling, 
was in South Carolina. They were married in that 
State, and in 1856 came to Greene County, Ark., 
settling on the east side of Crowley’s Ridge, where 
they acquired a large tract of land, 200 acres of 


stockmen of Cache 


whose birthplace 


which were under cultivation. Here he erected a 


building, set out orchards, and made many other 
also largely 
He had a 


blacksmith’s shop on his farm and made the most 
During his 


improvements, his attention being 


given to the propagation of stock. 
of the farming tools for this section. 
long residence in the county he became well known 
He died at the age of sixty- 

His widow is still living. 


and highly respected. 
three years, in ISS. 
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The paternal grandfather also came to Greene 


County, Ark., and became the owner of 200 acres 
of wild land, which he improved and on which he 
resided until his death. George Gramling was 
reared to farm labor, and at the age of twenty-two 
years began farming for himself, buying, at the 
time of his father’s death, the interest in the home 
property of all the heirs except two, and is now 
the owner of the old homestead, which consists of 
640 acres. He has opened about thirty acres, and 
in partnership with his brother John, in 1888, 
erected a saw and grist-mill, and a cotton-gin, doing 
that year an excellent business, which promises to 
increase as time goes on. He carries on a general 
farming, and has about seventy acres in cotton, and 
100 acres in corn. In 1882 he was married to Miss 
Lucy Pevehouse, a native of Arkansas, by whom 
he has three children: Thomas, Bertie and John. 
The family attend the Methodist Church. 

C. W. Green. Toomit the name of Mr. Green 
from this volume would be to leave out one of the 
most prominent and successful farmers of the 
county, who has not only made himself thoroughly 
identified with the farming interests of this section 
but by his pleasant, genial manner has won a host 
of friends. He was born in Forsyth County, Ga., 
in 1857, and is the son of William J. and M. E. 
(Garrett) Green, natives of Georgia. The father 
was born in the year 1826, and died February 17, 
1889, but the mother is still living. and is in her 
sixtieth year. 
State, were married there, and here the father 
carried on farming until 1848 or 1849, when he 
made a trip to California by water, remaining there 


They were reared in their native 


eighteen months, and being successful, returned 


home by the Isthmus. In 1860 he and family 
moved to Arkansas, and located near Gainesville, 
on the west side of Crowley’s Ridge, where they 
resided eight years, and then settled on Jones’ 
Ridge, Greene County, where the mother is still 
living. He served as a soldier in the Confederate 
army ten months, and was taken prisoner on the 
Osage River, in Kansas, in October, 1864, during 
Price’s raid, being carried thenee to Alton, IIL, 
and later to Rock Island, whero he was contined 
ISO5, 


seven months. He was released in Mareh, 











Sub- 
sequently he returned to the home place, and there 
He held the 
office of justice of the peace in Union Township 


and taken to Richmond, Va., ‘on exchange. 
passed the remainder of his life. 


several years, and after he came to Jones Town- 
ship he again held that office. He was a Democrat 
in politics, a leading man of the county, and a 
strong advocate of schools. To his marriage were 
N., 
thirty-five years, wife of William A. J. Compton, 
who is living in Jones Township; Isaiah N., who 
died October 17, 1885, aged twenty-nine years. 
leaving no children; C. W., and Georgian, wife of 
Franklin J. Igert. She died June 19, 1SSS, aged 


born the following children: Serena aged 


twenty-nine years, leaving nochildren. C. W.Green 


attained bis majority in Greene County, where he 
In 1879, he, with his fa- 
ther and brothers and sisters, made a trip to Cali- 
fornia by railroad, and landing in Stockton, of that 
State, remained there three months, after which. 
the father made a trip to Oregon, to look at the 
country, but soon returned to Stockton, and with 
his family made his way back to old Arkansas, in 
C. W. Green had but 
poor educational advantages, but attended to some 


has resided ever since. 


August of the same year. - 


extent the subscription and free schools of the 
county, and in 1S80 commenced for himself on the 
home place. Two years later he married Gertrude 
Gardner, who was born in 1863, and who is the 
daughter of R. H. Gardner [see sketch]. To this 
marriage were born two children: Barnie O. and 
Maude B. 
tian Church. 

John W. Halley was born in Scott County, Ark.. 
in the year 1860, and is the youngest in a family 


Mrs. Green is a member of the Chris- 


of eight children born to the marriage of Robert 

Halley and Sarah Crowley, who died when he was 

The mother when married te Mr. Halley 
child: Capt. 


Benjamin 
H. Crowley. whose sketch appears in this volume. 


an infant: 
was a widow with one 


John Halley spent bis childhood in the western 
part of Arkansas, but since eight years of age he 
has made his home, the greater portion of the 
time, with his half brother, Capt. Crowley. Dur- 
ing his youth he received no educational advantages 


and up to the age of twenty-four vears his education 
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GREENE COUNTY. 





was acquired by self-application, since which time 
he has received only the advantages of the com- 


mon schools. At the age of eighteen years he 


rented land and began farming for himself, and 


has continued this in connection with teaching 
school during winter and summer since 1885. At 
this date he purchased 280 acres of land in the 
Cache bottoms, and in 1884 exchanged a portion 
of this farm for forty acres near Walcott, on which 
property there were but eight acres cleared. He 
opened up the remainder and now has the entire 
tract under cultivation and fence. This land is 
very fertile and last year (1888) averaged one bale 
of cotton to the acre. Mr. Halley is a young man 
whose energy, enterprise and good business abilities 
will one day place him among the wealthy residents 
of the county. He possesses excellent principles, 
is public-spirited, and takes a deep interest in 
worthy enterprises. 
Manoah B. Hampton. 
mous in Greene County, Ark., with successful 
agriculture, for Mr. Hampton has been one of its 
enterprising tillers of the soil since 1878. He was 
born in Lincoln County, Tenn., in 1841, and is a 
son of James M. and Melissa (Owen) Hampton, 
who were also born in that State, the former's 
birth occurring in 1812 and the latter’s in 1823. 
The father was reared to maturity in Lincoln 
County, Tenn., and there continued to make his 
home until 1871, then moving to West Tennessee, 
where he died in 1876, having been an active 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
a stanch supporter of Christianity and education. 
His wife died in Shelby County, Tenn., in 1883; 
she was a daughter of William Owen, a prom- 
inent farmer of the middle portion of that State, 
where he died in 1561, being eighty years old. 


This name is synony- 


The paternal grandfather, James M. Hampton, 
was born, reared and married in North Carolina, 
and after becoming the father of a number of 
children, moved to Tennessee and located on a 
plantation in Lineoln County, where he became a 
wealthy planter and = slaveholder. He 
1S5S or 1S59 at the age of eighty years, he, as well 


died in 


The immediate subject of this sketch is one of the 
following children : Martin F., Pinkney P., 
Pleasant KR. (deceased), Manoah B., James W., 
Martha J., Mary (deceased), John T., Franklin H. 
(deceased), Narcissa A., Maggie (deceased), and 
Nancy 8S. Manoah Hampton attained his majority 
in Lincoln County, Tenn., and received his early 
education in the old log school house. He remained 
with his parents until the breaking out of the Civil 
War, when he enlisted in 1861 in the Confederate 
army, in Company K, First Tennessee Regiment, 
under Col. Turner, and was at first and second 
Manassas, Cedar Mountain, under Stonewall Jaelz- 
son, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, Gettys- 
burg, Richmond and Petersburg, besides numerous 
other engagements. At Hanover Junction he was 
wounded by a spent cannon ball striking him in 
the left side. He was taken prisoner at Shepherds- 
town, Md., and taken to Baltimore jail, where he 
and 800 others were condemned to be hung. 
They were afterward taken to Point Lookout, Md., 
where they were kept in prison for eight months, 
then being exchanged. He, however, remained 
there until the final surrender. when he returned 
home and continued his farm work until 1867. 
Later he moved to Shelby County, Tenn., and in 
He has an 


excellent farm here, with 100 aeres of it under 


1S78 to Arkansas, as above stated. 
cultivation, and is doing well financially. He was 
married in 1866 to Miss Mollie Stevenson, who was 
born in Giles County, Tenn., in 1848; she became 
the mother of three children: John B., who died at 
the age of eleven months; Mattie M., wife of James 
R. Miller, deputy clerk of Greene County: and 
Sally N., who lives at home. 
now rearing a little girl by the name of Anna 
Davis. He is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Chureh, a stanch supporter of churches and 


Mr. Hampton is 


schools, and in his political views is a Democrat. 
W.C. Hasty is of the firm of J. F. Hasty & 
Sons, Paragould. Throughout the county and 
especially over this portion of it, the name of 
Mr. Hasty is well known, not only as one of its 





i as the maternal grandfather, having been an solid, substantial citizens, but as a thorough 

| earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. and reliable business man. His birth occurred 
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in Portland, Me., on September 15, 1862, and 
there he spent his boyhood days and received 
a good, practical education. 
¥. and Annie N. (Phillips) Hasty, were both natives 
of Portland, Me., and were of Scotch and French 
descent, respectively. 


His parents, Joseph 


Joseph F. Hasty has been 
a lumberman all his life, and is now residing in 
Detroit, Mich., engaged in the stave business. 
W. C. Hasty removed with his parents to Detroit, 
where he lumber 
business, becoming well posted on this topic. In 
January, 1858, he removed to Paragould, Ark., 
and purchased the He 
and employs, on an average, 


served as accountant in the 


mill he is now running. 
enjoys large sales 
about fifty men. He is a bright, intelligent young 
man and is thoroughly acquainted with his busi- 
ness. The stave factory firm consists of the fol- 
lowing members: J. F., HE. F. and W. C. Hasty, 
the last named having the entire management of 
the factory at Paragould. Mr. Hasty is a Royal 
Arch Mason, and is a director in the Greene 
County Bank. 

Mrs. Isabella Highfill, widow of Hezekiah 
Highfill, and daughter of Samuel and Rebecca J. 
(Ellis) Medlock, was born in Henry County, Tenn., 
October 25, 1831, and as the country was very 
sparsely settled in her youth, and schools were 
few and far between, she received only a common 
schoo] education. While growing to womanhood, 
all the clothing the family wore was home made, 
and she became very skillful in the use of the loom 
and all kinds of women’s work. At the early age 
of seventeen years she was married to John A. 
Hargrove, a native of Southern Alabama, and a 
farmer by occupation, by whom she bore a family 
of three sons and five daughters, all of whom are 
deceased except Ann M. and Francis V., who live 
with their mother. On the 15th of December, 
1870, Mr. Hargrove died, leaving his wife with a 
farm to be improved, and four small children to 
care for. She entered bravely upon her work, 
succeeded in paying for her home, and bought 
Tn 1554 
she moved with her husband to Poinsett County, 
Ark., made three crops, and was raising the third, 
when the memorable overtiow of 1858 inundated 


another farm, which she also improved. 


that section to such an extent that all had to seek 
They removed to Buffalo Island, 
Craighead County, where they homesteaded and 
improved 160 acres of land, but after Mr. Har- 


for higher land. 


grove’s death his widow traded her farm for land 
in Greene County, which she also disposed of 
shortly after her marriage with Mr. Highfill, in 
1876, and purchased the farm upon which she is now 
living, which consists cf eighty acres, forty of the 
same being ina ligh state of cultivation, furnished 
with good buildings and an excellent orchard. The 
land is a fine, sandy loam, and is devoted equally 
to cotton and corn. 


member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of 


Mr. Hargrove was a leading 


which Mrs. Highfill is now a member, and was a 
man of exemplary habits and character, and for 
many years held the office of the justice of the 
peace. He was allowed to remain at home unmo- 
lested during the Rebellion. He was a Democrat, 
and was in sympathy with the Union. Hezekiah 
Highfill was an elder in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and was not a participant in the late war, 
but sent out two sons, who enlisted in the Con- 
federate army, Isaac being killed by a cannon ball 
in the battle of Shiloh, and Hezekiah. the other 
son, was wounded in the same engagement by a 
minie ball, in the left shoulder, from the effects of 
which he died in March. 1880, having suffered 
from the same for seventeen years. Another son, 
J. M. Highfill, has a sketch in another part of 
this work. His three daughters are as follows: 
Sarah A. (Woods), 
Fanny (Lloyd), and Mary, wife of Rev. Isaac Ver- 
ner, a Methodist minister of Lake County, Fla. 
Mrs. Highfill is a very interesting and intelligent 


widow of William Woods; 


lady, and having lived in this section for thirty- 
tive years, can recount many interesting incidents in 
She says that 
during the tirst years of her residence here the men 


the early settlement of this section. 


would devote the summer to raising crops, and 
would hunt and trap during the winter months, 
their game consisting of deer, bear, wild cats, 
wolves and turkeys for food, and otter. beaver, 
their 
taken by ox team to Wittsburgh or Memphis. and 


mink and raccoon for furs. These were 
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often realized $100 on one load. Prices ranged as 
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follows; bear meat, 25 cents per pound: deer, 10 
cents: turkeys, $1 each; wild cat, 10 cents and 
wolf 10 cents. 
ver, $7.50; mink, 33, and raccoon 50 cents, thus 


Otter hides brought 35 each; bea- 


making the hunting season much more profitable 
than the farming season, hence there was very 
little done toward developing the country prior to 
the war. Everything was plentiful in the way of 
wild game and fruits, and the range was so good 
that stock could live the year round without being 
fed. 


clothing, and raised their own cotton and sheep. 


In those days the women made all their own 


Mrs. Highfill is now residing about one-half mile 
from two large mounds, containing the skeletons 
and relics of the pre-historic Mound Builders, but 
the Indians who were here when she first settled 
Mrs. Highfill’s 
father and mother were born in South Carolina: the 


could tell her nothing about them. 


former was a farmer and mechanic by trade, and 
owned a fine farm of 320 acres in his native State, 
on which he resided unti] his death in April, 1879. 
The mother died in 1868. 
the Baptist and Methodist Churches, respectively, 
and in his political views he was a Democrat. 
John M. Highfill, a, prosperous farmer and 
stock raiser of the county, is the tenth of eleven 


They were members of 


children, and was born in Hardeman County, Tenn., 
in 1850, being a son of Hezekiah and Temperance 
B. (Rook) Highfill, who were also T’ennesseeans, 
The father 
was a farmer and miller by occupation, and was 
also a local minister in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. In 1858 he removed with his family to 
Greene County, Ark., and settled on 160 acres of 
land, about elght acres of which were cleared, and 
on which was erected a little log cabin. 


aud were married in their native State. 


He began 
immediately to elear his land from timber, erect 
better buildings and otherwise improve his prop- 
erty, and became in time one of the well-to.do 
citizens of the county. During this time he con- 
tinned his ministerial labors. and was instrumental 
in saving many souls. His death ocenrred in 
ISS6, and bis wife’s in 1872. John M. Highfill 
was reared to farm labor, but never attended the 
paubhe schools, the most of his education being 


acquired at home. When about twenty-one years 


of age he began farming for himself, purchased 
his father’s old home, and was married to Miss 
He was 


engaged in general farming for some time after 


Sarab L. Norton, a native of Alabama. 


his marriage and did considerable speculating and 
trading, and in 1886 erected a good frame resi- 
He 
has cleared about forty acres, and has some ninety 


dence and made other valuable improvements. 


under cultivation and fence, nearly all of which 
In 1887 he bought 
eighty acres of fine bottom Jand, and now, taking 


is excellent bottom land. 


his property all together, it is one of the finest 
bodies of land in the county. He has a good 
young orchard of about 200 trees. In 1556, in 
partnership with J. H. Thomas, he bought an 
interest in a general mercantile store at Bethel, 
and continued this business until the spring of 
1888. 
tensively in horses, but also gives his attention to 
the propagation of other stock. In April, ISSS, 
he went to Florida, where he purchased land suit- 


At the present time he is dealing quite ex- 


able for orange orchards, and has twelve acres im- 
proved, and has also purchased a house and lot 
in the town of Umatilla, Lake County, Fla. In 
1881 he had a contract to clear the right of way 
and furnish the ties for tive miles of the Knobel 
Branch of the Iron Mountain Railroad. He has 
always taken an active interest in polities, being a 
Democrat in his party affiliations, and in 1S74 
was elected justice of the peace, and after serving 
four years was elected sheriff of Greene County, 
in September, 1885, serving a term of two vears, 
but was defeated for re-election by a small major 
On the 30th of October, 1SS6, in his official 
capacity as sheriff, he was compelled to execute 


ity. 


William H. Hopper, the only man ever hanged by 
law in Greene County. He is Past Master in 
Paragould Lodge No. 368, of the A. F. & A. M., 
and he and wife are the parents of the following 
children: Henry N.. Lovy A. (who died at the age 
of tive years), Hezekiah, Joseph B. (who died when 
five years old), Eliza L.. Benjamin Franklin and 
Mr. Highfill had two brothers in 
the Confederate army: Isaae 1., who was killed at 
the battle of Shiloh, on the 7th of April, 1S62, 
while serving under Joe Johnston; and Hezekiah, 


Delia Frances. 
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who was with Hood in all his campaigns, and was 
wounded at the battle of Murfreesboro; he died 
March 22, 1SSO. 

D. D. Hodges, of the mercantile firm of D. D. 
Hodges & Co., Paragould. A review of the busi- 
ness of Paragould discloses the existence of a num- 
ber of houses which compare favorably with those 
of any city, and enjoying a furemost position as 
one of such is the establishment of D. D. Hodges 
& Co. 
his parents, B. Marshall and Mary (Adams) Hodges, 
also being natives of that section. D. D. Hodges 
was but six years of age when he moved with his 
parents to Metropolis, Tl. aud there the father 
died in 1869 and the mother in L579. 
a family of six children, four now hving, viz.: 
Wilham T., Charles F., Lizzie wife of Joseph 
Wyess, and Dayid D., who is the youngest of the 


Mr. Hodges was born in Kast Tennessee, 


They had 


family living. The latter was principally reared 
in Illinois and received his education in the com- 
mon schools. 
tered a store at Metropolis, Ill., as clerk, and there 


remained until sixteen years of age, when he took 


At the eve of twelve years he en- 
oD “ 


charge of a branch house at Woodville, Ky., and 
remained with this firm all together ten years, thus 
forcibly demonstrating the fact that he was reared 
in the mercantile business. In 1877 he was em- 
ployed as traveling salesman for Visher & Farley, 
of Paducah, Ky., with whom he remained two 
years. He then engaged in business for himself 
at Woodville, Ky., and in 155i he came to Arkan- 
sas, where he sold on commission for Col. Beal on 
the ‘Cotton Belt” Railroad until the spring of 
1882. Later he served as clerk for C. D. Pruet 
and in 1886 bought an interest in the store, after 
which a partnership was formed as C. D. Pruet & 
Co., which continued until January, 1888. Mr. 
Pruet’s death occurred in August, 1857, and in 
January, 1888, the tirm was changed to D. D. 
Hodges & Co. The firm members are: D. D. 
Hodges, W. F. Pruet and I. C. Deakin. 


stock of goods of general merchandise is carried, 


A large 


occupying two large store rooms in a brick buid- 
ing. Mr. Hodges was married in 1575, to Miss 
Ella V. Settle, a native of Kentucky. T'wo chil- 
dren were born to this union, Walter D. and Mary 





O. Mrs. Hodges is a member of the Christian 
Church. Mr. Hodges is a member of the K. of P. 
and also belongs to the K. of H. He is well re- 
spected and is one of the enterprising citizens of 
Paragould. 

E. P. Holt, one of the leading and successful 
merchants of Marmaduke. Ark., was born in Mid- 
dle Tennessee, where bis father, Garrison Holt, 
now lives, and in 1865 was united in marriage to 
Miss Elizabeth Parker, daughter of C. C. Parker. 
In 1874 he emigrated 
followed 


of Wayne County, Tenn. 
to Pemiseot County, Mo., 
farming along the Mississippi River until 1554, 


where he 
when he moved to Arkansas and settled in Greene 
County. His wife died in Paragould January 10, 
1885, and in the fall of the following year Mr. 
Holt commenced farming, and also engaged in the 
tie business, which he continued for several years. 
In February, 1888, he bought out Mr. J. L. Spen- 
cer, who carried on business at Holliday, and Mr. 
Holt moved the stock to Marmaduke, tirst renting 
a building, and then erecting a store room during 
the summer of 1888. His second marriage was 
to Miss Mary J. (Freeman) Barten, of West Ten- 
Mr. Holt has with the 
improvement and growth of the town since coming 
At that time there was neither church nor 
school, and it is mainly by his efforts that schoo] 


nessee. beeu identitied 


here. 


is now in session five mouths in the year, beld in 
a very good building, 24x40 feet. which edifice 
is also used as a Baptist Church, and to which 
Mr. Holt and family belong. He is the father of 
one son by his first wife, and this young man is 
During vacation he assists 

Mr. Holt has a well se- 
lected stock of goods, valued at about 32.000. and 


now attending school. 
his father in the store. 
endeavors to furnish his patrons with the best to be 
obtained. 

John W. Hooker. 


sacecess and ably conducted home industries is af- 


A gratifying example of 


forded by the large lumbering-mill owned by Mr. 
Hooker, which is situated on the Jron Mountain 
The 
works are quite extensive, and have a capacity of 
10,000 feet per day, and My. Hooker utilizes in a 


great measure the timber of his own land, his aere- 


Railroad, about eight miles below Knobel. 
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age comprising 540, with about 100 acres under cul- 
tivation, all of which is the result of his own labor. 
He was born in Scott County, Ind., in 1834, and 
is a son of Emsley and Eliza (Hubanks) Hooker, 
who were born in North Carolina and Virginia, 
respectively. The father was taken by his parents 
to Clark County, Ind., when one year old, the 
country at that time being a wilderness, and here he 
attained his majority, being reared on his father’s 
farm. The grandfather died in that county in 
1858, at the age of seventy-six years. 
Hooker was fifty-four years old at the time of his 
death, in 1862, in Scott County, Ind. Through- 
out life he had followed the occupation of farming. 
He was a Democrat politically, and was a liberal 
contributor to and a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
borne a family of four children, two of whom are 
now living: Lorenzo D., a resident of Indiana, and 
John W. The latter is the elder of the two, and 
was reared to mature years on a farm in Scott 
County, and in 1854 commenced working for him- 


Emsley 


self on a farm, at $13 per month. Three years 
' later he was married, but continued his farm labors 

until the latter part of the Civil War. when he 

enlisted in the Thirty-tirst Indiana Volunteers, 

Company I, under Charles Adamson, of Rockport, 

Ind., and served twelve months (the last year), 

participating in the battles of Franklin, Nashville. 

and a number of minor engagements. He was 
discharged at New Orleans, and mustered out at 
Victoria, Tex. He then returned to Indiana, 
where he was engaged in farming until ISSO, com- 
ing thence to Greene County, Ark., where he 
embarked in lumber-milling and farming, which 
occupations have received his attention up to the 
present time. Mr. Hooker’s first marriage was to 
Miss Hannah J. Reynolds, a native of Indiana, 
born in 1840, who died in 1862 by drowning. She 
and another lady were in a canoe on White River, 
when they struck a snag, upsetting their boat. 
Her companion clung to the snag and was saved. 
Three children were born to this uwaion: Alvin A., 
at home: Oldridge, married aud residing at his 
father’s mill, and John W., who died at the age 


of six weeks. Mr. Hooker took for his second wife 





His wife died in 1839, having | 


Mrs. Jeanette (Weddell) Heart, who was born in 
Jackson County, Ind., and died in 1886, at the age 
of forty-four years. To them were born six chil- 
dren: Ross, Nathan, Charles, Austin, Eliza J. and 
Georgia (who died in 1879, at the age of two 
years). To the mother’s first union three children 
were born: America, Mary A. and Briller Heart. 
The last two are deceased. Both wives were mem 
bers of the church. He belongs to the G. A. R. 
George R. Hopkins, a well known and success- 
ful educator of the county, and a farmer by oceu- 
pation, was born in Gwinnett County, Ga., in 
1860, being a son of Melmoth D. and Elizabeth 
(Martin) Hopkins, who were also born in Georgia. 
The grandfather, George H. Hopkins, was a very 
prominent educator in his day, and taught one 
school for over thirty years. He also represented 
his county in the State legislature several terms, 
always taking an active part in politics. He was 
of English descent aud died in Gwinnett County, 
in 1SS9, at the age of eighty years, esteemed by 
all. Melmoth D. was one of his twelve children, 
and was reared in that county, where he received 
a good education in his youth, afterwards being 
engaged in farming and teaching school. He was 
a member of the A. F. & A. M., and belonged 
to the Baptist Church. During the late Rebellion 
he served four years in the Confederate army. and 
during his term of service was in prison seven or 
eight months. Sinee 1866 he has resided in Ar- 
kansas, and is now living in Sebastian County, be- 
low Fort Smith, on a farm, his wife also surviv- 
ing. The following are the children born to their 
union: Aldorah, George, Julian, Mary, Warner 
(deceased), Thomas and Pearle. George R. Hop- 
kins attained his growth principally 11 Jonesboro, 
Ark., also receiving the most of his education 
there, but attended one year in Georgia. Shortly 
after he began teaching school, continuing one 
year, when he was elected surveyor of Craighead 
County, which position he held two years. Since 
1884 he has resided in Greene County, and the 
first year taught school in Paragould; he bas con- 
of 
Gainesville, being now engaged on his fourth term 
of ten months in that town. 


tinued to be one of the successful educators 


He was married in 
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eight now living. 


{ 


1885 to Anna Newberry, who was born in Carroll | takes a deep interest in the political issues of the 


County, Tenn., and by her has two children: Buna 
and Irene. Mr. Hopkins is a member of the K. 
of H., is a Democrat in his political views, and is 
a thorough, competent, and extensive educator of 
the young. During the four years he has taught 
in Gainesville, he has fitted about twenty of his 
pupils for the profession of teaching. His wife 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 

Pressley Huckabay, one of the pioneers of 
Greene County, Ark., and one who has witnessed 
the rapid development of that county in the last 
thirty years, was born in Campbell County, Tenn., 
In 
1857 he and family moved to Greene County, Ark., 
settling about a mile and a half from his present 
residence, where he cleared a farm of seventy-two 
acres and erected houses, ete. 


where he grew to manhood and was married. 


This land belonged 
to the railroad company, and having a chance to sell 
the improvements made on the same, Mr. Hucka- 
bay did so, and then moved to his present farm, 
which consists of 120 acres, with 100 under culti- 
vation. He married Miss Mary Bullock of Ten- 
nessee, and twelve children were born to this union, 
The following grew to matur- 
ity: Elizabeth married Jackson Purcell, a farmer 
of Greene County, and became the mother of one 
child; Nancy married Obadiah Purcell, a farmer 
of Greene County, and became the mother of 
two children; Sarah married John Van Guilder, 
a farmer of Greene County, and became the mother 
of six children; John A. died, leaving two chil- 
dren, and his wife also died; William T. married 
and lives on a farma short distance from his father, 
Commodore 
Perry married and resides at Marmaduke, where 
he runs a saw-mil]l—he has five children; Rhietta 
was married to M. B. Harvey, a farmer of Greene 
County, and is the mother of eight children; Almar- 
ine married, lives near his father, and has three 
children; Alfred remains on the farm with 
father, is married and has four ehildren; Francis 
Marion died and left a wife and one child. Mr. 
Huckabay has a niece, Miss Nancy E. Huckabay, 
who makes her home with her uncle. The latter 


and has a family of six children; 


his 


day, and affiliates with the Democratic party. He 
is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church. 
During the late unpleasantness between the North 
and South he was in Col. MeNeill’s regiment and 
participated in the battles of Little Rock, Forrest 
City, was in the Red River Expedition, and in a 
When Mr. Hucka- 
bay first moved to Greene County, Ark., settlers 


number of sharp skirmishes. 


were few, provisions scarce, and all depended, to 
a great extent, upon the gun for a means of living. 
When he wanted fresh meat he frequently sent his 
children around a thicket within 300 yards of the 
house, and would pick out a good one from the 
drove of deer thus started up. His method for 
catching turkeys was very ingenious. Building 
a square pen of logs near where he fed his stock, 
he covered it with poles, and then digged a slant- 
This 
passage-way would end abruptly after entering 
the pen. 


ing passage-way leading under the logs. 


Corn was then scattered along the pass- 
age or outside slant; the turkey would have to stoop 
a little to go under the pen, but as soon as inside 
would fly up to the level ground above, and instead 
of looking down to get out would always look up. 
Mr. Huckabay often canght as hich as eight or ten 
at a time in this manner. Coons were so thick 
that a man could take his riffle and kill as many as 
fifteen or twenty a day. John Wooten, a neigh- 
bor, killed twenty-five on one occasion, and Mr. 
Huckabay has killed as many as fifteen himself. 
Bears were so plentiful that their meat was used 
instead of bacon, and was put, down for the season 
in much the same way as pork. 
worth 


A good bear skin 
was about $5 at Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
Mr. Huckabay has killed a number of panthers, 
and can relate numerous thrilling exploits with 
these animals. He was attacked by one at one 
time, and after having fired three bullets against 
its head, which failed to penetrate the skull, he 
realized that he was getting in very close quarters. 
Just at this critical moment his faithful dogs re- 
newed their attacks on the panther, thus giving 
their owner a chance to send a bullet just back of 
the fore legs of the animal, which stretched him 


lifeless on the ground. 
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C. P. Huckabay, the leading mill man of this | 
section, was born in Campbell County, Tenn., and | 
came to Greene County, Ark., about thirty-two | 
years ago. He is a self-made man, was reared on | 
the farm, and picked up his education as best he 
could after reaching his majority. The schools 
were all closed during the war in that portion of 
the country, and as Mr. Huckabay was a school 
boy at that time, his educational advantages were 
not of the best. He was industrious, full of energy 
and perseverance, and is now the owner of 1,000 
acres of land, with seventy-five acres under cultiva- 
tion. This he rents, and his time is fully occupied 
in the lumber and stave business, being the owner 
of two large saw-mills, one located in Marmaduke 
and the other in the vicinity. The one at Marma- 
duke has a capacity of 1,500 feet per day, and 
the one in the country will run about 8,000 feet. 
Mr. Huckabay is now building a tram road three 
and a half miles into the woods, which will be con- 
nected with the road of Mr. Rosengrant, ex- 
tending two and a half miles further into a fine 
timbered country, and will supply them timber for 
about five years. Mr. Huckabay has been in the 
railroad supply business, getting out ties and other 
timbers, and at one time ran about 300 men, fur- 
nishing them with provisions from his supply sture 
then located at Marmaduke. He is now securing 
all kinds of building and bridge timber. Mr. 
Huckabay chose for his companion in life Miss 
Nancy A. Ramsey, a native of Tennessee, and the 
daughter of M. Ramsey (deceased), of Greene 
County. To this union were born five children: 
Virginia E., Nathan P., William B., Carrie A. 
and Mary. Mr. Huckabay is conservative, both in 
politics and religion, not but that he believes in 
both, but he considers every one possesses the right 
to his own views on the subject. He is a member 
of the I. O. O. F., belonging to Evergreen Lodge, 
located at Tilmanville. 


H. C. Hunter is a representative man of Greene | 


County, Ark., who has attained his property by 
industry and good business ability, and has won an 
enviable position in society circles. He was born 
in Middle Tennessee, in 1842, and up to the age of 
eighteen years was reared on his father’s planta- 


tion, thus becoming familiar with the details of 
farm life. When eighteen he emigrated to Greene 
County, Ark., but when the Rebellion broke out. 
in 1861, he enlisted from Tennessee for twelve 
months, in Company G, Ninth Tennessee Infantry, 
Confederate States Army, and participated in the 
battles of Belmont, Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Perry- 
ville, and at Chickamauga was wounded by a gun 
shot, and was confined in the hospital at Mont- 
gomery, Ala. After recovering he was detailed to 
the engineers’ department, and was engaged in con- 
structing -bridges until the final surrender, when 
he returned to Greene County, Ark., and resumed 
farming. He has now an excellent farm of over 
200 acres, with about 100 acres under cultivation, 
on which he raises cotton and corn. He also gives 
considerable attention to the propagation of stock, 
and has an excellent range on which his animals 
pasture. Having been a resident of this State for 
many years, he has seen the gradual but snre 
development of the country from a wilderness to 
finely cultivated farms, for where churches, schools 
and substantial homes now are, then Indians and 
wild animals in profusion roamed the woods. He 
has done a full share in securing this desirable 
change, and by industry and shrewd management 
has made his farm one of the best in the county. 
Where he was previously obliged to go 125 miles 
to market he now only goes eight miles, to Para- 
gould. He was married in Greene County, in 
1873, to Miss Georgianna King, a native of 
Tennessee, and a daughter of John M. and Sarah 
Jane (Freeland) King, who were also Tennesseeans, 
emigrating to Greene County, Ark., in 1872. and 
opening up a farm; later they moved to Pemiscot 
County, Mo., where they are living at the present 
time. The father was a volunteer in the Mexican 
War. Mr. and Mrs. 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and are the parents 
of the following children: Betty, Alva, Minnie. 
Charles, James and Rufus M. Mr. Hunter is a 
Democrat. He was the youngest of eight children 
born to Layton and Elizabeth (Robison) Hunter, 
the former a native of Tennessee and the latter of 
Kentucky. the former 
State, and here the father became quite a wealthy 


Hunter are members of the 


They were married in 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





| Ark., and settled on the farm now owned by our | 
| | 


subject, H. C. Hunter. 
| nently in politics while in Tennessee, but after 


| : is Biba Ah 3 : 
_ planter, but in 1859 removed to Greene County, 
He figured quite promi- 

coming to Arkansas he remained more at home. 
| His health was always good and he died in 1875, 
at the age of seventy-five years, his wife’s death 
The 
| paternal grandfather was a Virginian, and a sol- 
dier in the War of 1812, as was also the maternal 
grandfather, the latter being a native of Kentneky 


occurring within a few days of his own. 


| soil. 

| Richard Jackson is well known by reason of his 
; association with the general mercantile firm of 
Jackson Dry Goods Company. His 
Greene County has been markedly rapid and suc- 


career in 
| cessful, and his name stands to-day among the 
leading businessmen of the county. The business 
was established in 1867, he and his brother, J. R., 
purchasing the stock of goods formerly owned by 
Taylor & Miller, which consists of a full line of 
general merchandise, and he and his present part- 





ners are now doing the leading business in Gaines- 
ville. He was born in Stoddard County, Mo., in 
1843, and was the son of John J. and Emily 
(Montgomery) Jackson, who were Tennesseeans, 
and came to Missouri at an early period, being 
' among the first settlers of Stoddard County. He 
was engaged in farming until the late war, then 
| coming to Greene County, Ark., and locating near 
_ Gainesville, where he died in 1877, after having led 
| avery active life. He was quite an active politi- 
cian, and held the office of deputy sheriff of Stod- 
dard County for four years, and sheriff four years 
He was active in 
advocating schools, churches, ete. His wife died 
in 1885, at the age of seventy-three years. Their 
children all lived to be grown; one son, two daugh- 
ters and the father died within two months of each 
other. Those living are Isaiah, Richard 
Franklin, the latter being in partnership with his 
brother, Richard. 
eighteenth year in Stoddard County. and remained 


after coming to Greene Connty. 


and 


Richard Jackson attained his 


at home until the breaking out of the Civil War in 
1861, when he enlisted in the Confederate army, 
under Jeff Thompson, and served until the final 





surrender, taking part in a number of important 
engagements, and was wounded at Pilot Knob, 
He was captured while 
there, and sept to the hospital at Ironton, and was 


having his leg broken. 


soon after exchanged. He returned home and there 
remaiued until able to get about, wheu he rejoined 
his regiment, and continued in service until the 
close. Again coming home he resumed farming, 
then clerked in a general store, and in 1867 estab- 
lished his present business, and in addition to this 
gives much of his atteution to real estate, having 
charge of all the Iron Mountain Railroad lands in 
the county. He also manages several large stock 
farms, and deals and trades extensively in stock. 
He is a Democrat in his political views, and when 
the county seat was at Gainesville he held the 
office of treasurer of the county. He has always 
been a liberal contributor to churches, schools, 
and all worthy enterprises, and now occupies a 
high position both in mercantile and social circles. 
His wife, whose maiden name was Jennie Stead- 
man, was born in North Carolina, and their union 
was blessed in the birth of six children: Clara. 
Frannie, Arthur, Emma, Maggie, and an infant 
daughter unnamed. 

A, D. Jackson, of the firm of Jackson & 
Byers, proprietors of a livery stable, has one of 
the best equipped enterprises of the kind in the 
county. This stable, from the large business it 
does, not only exemplifies the importance of the 
town, but reflects credit upon its management. 
Mr. Jackson was born in Greene County, Ark.. 
January 20, 1865, and is one of three children 


born to James R. and Naney (Davis) Jackson, na- 
tives of Tennessee. The parents were early settlers 
of this part of Arkansas, but during the war the 
family moved to Missouri, and there the father 
served as captain of a company. During the ser- 
vice he was wounded in the hip by a gunshot.. He 
died in 1581, but the mother is still living and re- 
sides in Paragould. Their children are named as 
Jennie, wife of Jobn Perry; Albert D., 
Osear Huff. A. D. Jackson 


grew to manhood in Gainesville, receiving his edu- 


follows: 
and Lela, wife of 
for 


eation there, and afterward clerked in a store 


about four years. He then engaged in merchan 
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dising with an unele, Richard Jackson, at Gaines- 
ville, remained with him three years and then ran 
the business alone for a short time. After this he 
went to Hot Springs, thence back to Gainesville, 
where he was occupied in farming and teaming for 
about three years. In November, 1588, he came 
to Paragould and embarked in the livery business 
He keeps about fifteen 
good horses and ean furnish, day or night, as neat 
a turnout as one could desire and at the lowest 
figure. Mr. Jackson chose for his life’s companion 
Miss Joe Collins, who became his wife on Decem- 
ber 25, 1884. Two children are the result of this 
union: James A. and Pearl. Mr. 
member of the I. O. O. F. lodge. 

J. C. Jeffers. Greene County, Ark., ranks 
among the first in the State in regard to its man- 
ufacturing interests, and Mr. Jeffers is one of its 


with his present partner. 


Jackson is a 


foremost lumber manufacturers. He engaged in 
business for himself in 1SSS, his mill being at 
South Miser; it was previously known as Miser’s 
Mill, and has a capacity of 10,000 feet per day. 
Mr. Jeffers was born in Clark County, Ill., in 
1851, and was the third in a family of seven chil- 
dren born to Thomas and Juha Ann (Lafferty) 
Jeffers, natives, respectively, of Kentucky and Ilh- 
The father was a tiller of the soil and 
opened up several large farms, and is now residing 
in Edinburgh, Til. In 1831 he enlisted from 
Moultrie County, of that State, in Company C, 
One Hundred and Twenty-sixth Tlinois Infantry, 
and was wounded at Devall’s Bluff, Ark., receiving 


nois. 


a gunshot wound by the bushwhackers, and was 
confined in the hospital for some time, obtaining 
his discharge in May, 1865. His wife died in 
Shelby County, Ill., at the age of fifty-six years, 
February 19, 1878. I. C. Jeffers spent his early 
life on his father’s farms and attended the common 
schools, supplementing this by one vear’s attend- 
ance at St. Mary's, Indiana. 
teen years of age he began learning the miller’s 
trade in Monltrie Connty, Tll., and has followed 
that occupation with success ever since. 
married there, in 1877, 
Jones, a native of Ilinois, and a daughter of Amos 
and Mary Ann (Steele) Jones, the former having 


When about seven- 


He was 
to Miss Frances Anna 





GREENE COUNTY. 


been born in South Carolina and the latter in Illi- 
pois, both of whom are still living. After his mar- 
riage Mr. Jeffers remained in Illinois until 1S81, 
when he came to Corning and embarked in the tim- 
ber business, moving thence to Rector, where he 
was foreman four years for W. G. Hutchings’ saw- 
mill; since 1588 he has been engaged in operating 
his mill at Rector, and now ships from four to five 
carloads per week. He has always supported the 
Democratic party, and although having resided 
in Greene County only a few years has become 
well and-favorably known. His children are 
Marietta, Charles Albert, Clara Ethal and Julia 
Cora. 

William C. Johnson has been identified with 
the farming and stock dealing interests of Friend- 
ship Township, Greene County, Ark., since 1856, 
and in that time he has proven himself to bea man 
He was born in 
Knox County, Tenn., in October, 1821, and is the 
eldest of five children born to Pleasant M. and Ellen 
(Thompson) Johnson, who were born in Virginia, 
and at an early day emigrated to Tennessee, where 
they were married. 


of intelligence and enterprise. 


They were engaged in farm- 
ing in West Tennessee until 1858, when they moved 
to Dunklin County, Mo., where the father died in 
death hay- 
He was a 


1861, aged sixty-four years, his wife’s 
ing oceurred in Tennessee, in 1854. 

soldier in the War of 1512. 
Hancock, a niece of John Hancock, a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. William C. Johnson 


His mother was Mary 


was educated in the district schools near his home 
in Tennessee, and was married in Madison County, 
of that State, in 1542, to Amanda C. Sanders, a 
native of Lincoln County, Tenn., a daughter of 
Samuel and Linnie (Looney) Sanders, who were 
that 


They moved to Ozark County, Mo.. in 


Tennesseeans, and prosperous farmers of 
State. 
1854, where they were engaged in farming until 
Mr. 
Johnson and family emigrated to Lawrenee Coun- 


tv, Ark., in 1$54, where they entered a tract of 


their respective deaths in 1857 and 1SS7. 


120 acres and remained two years, moving thence 
He first 
entered 156 acres, which he proved up in 1S61, 


to his present farm in Greene County. 


and has added to this land until be now owns 197 
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acres, with nearly 100 acres under cultivation. 
Besides this he owns forty acres of land in Clark 
Township (twenty-two acres in cultivation), the 
most of his tillable property being devoted to cot- 
ton and corn. He has aided in the organization 
of Friendship Township, and assisted in building 
He has always attiliated with the 
Democratic party, and has helped largely in in- 


the county road. 


creasing the vumber of Democratic yoters in his 
He has been one of the foremost men in 
developing the resources of the county, and has al- 


section. 


ways been an active supporter of schools and | 


churches, being ordained in 1874, by Thomas D. 
Lloyd and David Thorn, a minister of the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church. .-He has expounded the 
gospel since that time and has been instrumental 
in converting some people to Christianity. 
and wife are the parents of three daughters and 


ten sons: Permelia Lane and Emerentha Virginia | 


(deceased); Linna Elender, wife of A.M. Shearer, 
living near Hailiday; W.S. C., married and resid- 
ing in Greene County; John H., married and resi- 
dent of Halliday; David Pleasant and James Mon- 
roe (deceased); Ben. Franklin, also deceased; A1- 
fred Jefferson, single; Christopher A, also married; 
J.N., P. G. and L. L. 

B. A. Johnson, a wealthy farmer and stock- 
man, of Greene County. Ark., was born in Hick- 
man County, Tenn., in 1834, and is the fifth in a 
family of ten children born to Granville M. and 
Nereusa (Gardner) Johnson, who were Tennessee- 
ans, the father being a farmer by occupation, and 
a wealthy citizen. He was justice of the peace in 
Tennessee for many years, and died in that State 
in 1884, followed by his wife some two years later. 
The paternal and maternal grandfathers were Vir- 
ginians, who removed to Tennessee at an early 
day, the former reaching this State in 1512. Here 
they both died. 
labor, and had very poor educational advantages 
in his youth. 


B. A. Johnson was reared to farm 


He remained at home until attain- 
ing his majority, and then for several years was 
engaged in brick-laying. At the ave of twenty-one 
he was wedded to Miss Sarah I. Fielder, a native 


of Tennessee. In 1855 he located in Wayne Coun- 








He | 


ARKANSAS. 


embarked in agriculture, continuing until the war 
broke out, when he raised a company of Missouri 
State Guards, of which he was elected first lieuten- 
ant. He soon resigned this position, and enlisted 
the 


elected first heutenant of Reeves’ cavalry company 


as a private in Confederate army, being 


of independent scouts. He was soon sent east of 
the Mississippi, and was in the battles of Mem- 
phis, Corinth, Iuka, Jacinto, Richmond, Ky., 
Perryville, after which he was transferred to the 
western department of Arkansas, where he was 
detailed to raise a regiment, of which he was made 
lieutenant-colonel. In this capacity he partici- 
pated in the battles of Little Rock, Pine Bluff and 
Saline River, and was then with Price on his Mis- 
souri raid, taking part in every battle fought on 
this trip. During the war his family removed from 
Missouri south to Clay County, Ark., and here Myr. 
Johnson went after the cessation of hostilities, 
where he remained three years, and then came 
to Cache Township, Greene County, Ark, where 
they are still residing. He purchased a partially 
improved farm of 160 acres, opened about sixty 
acres, and in 1871 purchased 160 acres three miles 
south of his first place, to which he has added 170 
acres, and has cleared 100 acres, having about 200 
under cultivation, In addition to these tracts he 
has about 500 acres in another locality. He does 
general farming, but gives the most cf his atten- 
tion to the raising of corn and cotton. He is an ae- 
tive politician, a substantial supporter of churches 
and schools, and he and family attend the Baptist 
Church, of which he and his wife are members. 
His family consists of the following children: 
John W., born February 17, 1856, who is married 
and resides on his father’s land; William G., born 
February 9, 1858, also married and living in the 
township: Barbara Etta Bell, born October 5, 1860, 
wife of E. R. C. Biggs, a resident of Woodruff 
County; Robert E. Lee, born October 21, 1863, 
died in 1864; Adelaide, born September 24, 1865, 
wife of P. Eubanks, of Greene County: Samantha 
C., born August 4, 1867; Victoria R., wife of 
James Light, born July 19, 1869; Sarah N., born 


October 10, 1871; Benjamin O., born June 10, 


ty, Mo., where, in 1860, be bought a farm, aud | 1S74; and Lizzie B., born August 11, L877. 
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R. B. Jones. 


outlook in life, or how little encouragement is re- 


No matter how disagreeable the 


ceived, there are some who will succeed in what- 
ever they undertake, while others, placed in the 
same circumstances, will give up in despair. 
Among those who have won universal respect by 
push and energy, and who are classed among the 
first in whatever they undertake, is the above 
mentioned gentleman. Mr. 
that part of Greene County, Ark., which is at this 


time known as Clay County, September 6, 1548, 


Jones was born in 


and remained in that county, engaged in farming, 
until about twelve years ago, when he moved to 
what is known as Tilmanville and opened a black- 
smith shop. This he has carried on in a successful 
In addition to this Mr. Jones. 
manages his farm of 180 acres, which his sons are 
now working, and he has opened abont five or six 
acres on the home place, consisting of eighty acres. 
He was married to Miss Martha J. Bradsher, 
daughter of Jefferson Bradsher, of Greene Coun- 
ty, Ark., and three interesting children were the 
result of this union: J. M., J. C. and W. A.. all 
at home. 


manner ever since. 


Mr. Jones is also rearing two of his 
sister-in-law’s children, they being the orphan 
children of J. H. and Mary C. Huckabay, and are 
named Almon E. and Hiram C. John Jones, the 
father of the subject of this sketch, came to 
Greene County, Ark., in 1830, and died here in 
1871. His wife died in 1861. They were the 
parents of eight children, two surviving. By his 
second wife John Jones became the father of five 
children. R. B. Jones is a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, Danley Lodge No. 300, and he 
also belongs to Evergreen Lodge No. 66, of the 
I. 0.0. F. He and wife are members of the 
Missionary Baptist Church. 

S. L. Joseph, one of the leading merchants of 
Paragould, was born in Germany, on the Rhine, in 
October, 1854, receiving his education in his native 
country, and at an early age engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, which he has followed ever since, thus 
securing a thorough knowledge of the business. 
In 1871 he sailed for America, taking passage at 
Bremen, and landing at New York City, where he 


remained about three years. He then went to 








Pennsylvania, and for a period of some three years 
was engaged in the office of the Buffalo & Philadel- 
phia Railroad Company, going thence to St. Louis, 
In 1878 he went to 
Walnut Ridge, Ark., followed clerking until 1S80, 
and then came to Gainesville, of the same State, 


where he remained one year. 


and there opened a store in partnership with Isaac 
He continued the business at Gainesville 
and Jonesboro for three years, after which he sold 


Less. 


his interest and took a trip to Hurope, traveling 
the continent, and was absent about ten 
months. ~ After his return he went to Wichita, 
Kan., resided at that place one year, and in the 
fall of 1885 came to Paragould, where he em- 
barked in merchandising under the firm name of 
Harris & Joseph. In the spring of 1889 Mr. 
Joseph bought out his partner and is now con- 


over 


tinuing the business alone. He carries a large 
stock of merchandise, averaging about $26,000, 
and is one of the enterprising business men of 
Paragould. He is a member of the Masonic 


fraternity, the I. O. O. F., and also belongs to the 


K. of H. He was married May 1, 1889, to Miss _ 


Setta Goldman, a native of Europe, and sister of 
J. D. Goldman, of the large firm of Goldman & 
Co.. of St. Louis. 
F. and Babbet (Steinheimer) Joseph, were natives 
of Kurope. The father is deceased, but the mother 
is still living in Germany. 


Mr. Joseph’s parents, Maurice 


Jesse Kenemure, a successful farmer and stock- 
raiser of Jones Township, was born in Georgia, 
in 1819, and is the sixth in a family ef eight 
children born to David and Lucey (Price) Kene- 
mure, natives of South Carolina. The parents 
remained in their native State until after their 
marriage, and then moved to Georgia, where the 
The father again 
married and lived in that State until his death. 
Jesse Kenemure assisted his father in the arduous 


mother died a few years later. 


duties on the farm until nineteen years of age, 
after which he began farming for himself, and 
He was 


married when twenty-one years of age to Miss 


this occupation has continued all his life, 


Rebeeca Rock, a native of Georgia; and eight 


children were the result of this union, four now 


living. ‘They are named as follows: Lucinda 
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with honor, being valedictorian of his class in 


152 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 
Margaret (deceased), James Franklin, married and 
lives on his father’s place; N. W., married and 


lives on Crowley’s Ridge; Charles D., married 
and lives in this township; Missouri Jane, died in 
William Ross, died L. 
W., merried and resides in Greene County, and 
Margaret. 
Georgia, until 1856, when be moved directly to 
Greene County, Ark., and settled on the west side 
of Crowley’s Ridge, where he bought forty acres 
of wild land. 
by erecting buildings and clearing land, etc., and 
after having cleared about thirty acres and remain- 
ing there for some twelve years, he sold out and 
moved to Jones’ Ridge, being one of four families 
in that section. He bought 180 acres of land, 
cleared 100 acres, erected buildings, set out an 
and has 


Georgia; in Georgia: 


Jesse Kenemure followed farming in 


He immediately began improving, 


extensive orchard of all kinds of fruits, 
surrounded himself with everything to make a 
pleasant, comfortable home. During the late war 
he was with Price on his Missouri raid, and was 
in the battles of Iron Mountain, Blue Lick, In- 
dependence and Boonville. THeis a member of the 
Wheel, and is an active worker in the cause of 
education. 

T. B. Kitchens, cireuit court clerk, ex-officio 
clerk of the county and probate courts, and recorder 
of Greene County, Ark., is one of the prominent 
and leading citizens of that county. He was born 
in Craighead County, Ark., August 21, 1554, and 
is the son of James H. and Arminda J. (Davis) 
Kitchens, natives of Forsyth County. Ga. The 
parents were married in their native State, but af- 
terward removed to Cherokee County, Ala., where 
they remained until the winter of 1851, and then 
located in what is now Craighead County, Ark. 
In the early part of the following year the fatber 
removed to the farm he now occupies, and there 
he has since resided. He was one of the first 
settlers of Craighead County, having located there 
fl Eaigal oe 
Kitchens was reared and received his primary 
Later he attended 
school at Gainesville, and completed his eduea- 
tion at the 
Fayetteville, from which institution he graduated 


when the country was wild and unbroken. 
education in his native county, 
Industrial 


Arkansas University, at 


1880. He was also awarded the gold medal of 
offered by B. B. Stone, of Fayetteville, for the 
best set of literary essays of the season of 1880, as 


325, 
well as the gold medal offered by the publishing 
house of D. Appleton & Co., to the member of 
the senior class of 1880, who had the highest 
standing in mathematics in the four years’ course. 
Following his graduation, Mr. Kitchens taught 
school until the spring of 1882, and in the fall of 
the same year he entered the county clerk’s office 
as deputy, and served for four years, discharging 
his duties faithfully and honorably, and in such 
an efficient and capable manner that he won many 
friends, and at their solicitation he became a candi- 
date for his present office. He was elected in Sep- 
tember, 1886, without opposition, and re-elected to 
the office in 1888, which position he is now holding. 
He was county examiner from 1882 to 1886, and 
discharged these duties, as he does all others, with 
honor and eredit. He owns town property and a 
half interest in the Gager House, which is a large 
three-story brick building, and a first-class hotel. 
Mr. Kitchens was married January 1, 1884, to Miss 
Alice B. Burton, a native of Tennessee, whose 
parents came to this county when she was a child 
four years of age. Mr. and Mrs Kitchens are the 
parents of onechild, Wiliam M. My. Kitchens is 
a meiber of the K. of P., and a charter member 
of the lodge at Paragould. 

John J. Lambert (deceased) was born in Harde- 
man County, Tenn., in 1822, and his father being 
a farmer he was reared to that occupation, remain- 
ing on the old homestead until he attained his 


majority. He was married July 14, 1858, to Mise 


| Jennie Cox, a native of Tennessee, whose father 


was a farmer. When the war broke out Mr. Lam 
bert espoused the cause of the Confederacy and 
served one year in the Confederate army, then re- 
In 1867 he 


emigrated, with his family. to Arkansas, locating 


turning home and resuming farming. 


in Greene County, where he bought 100 acres 
of land, a portion of which was improved. On 


this tract he erected barns and stables, and opened 
about fifty acres, but later bought other large 
tracts, part of it joining this, from which he cleared 
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the timber. To bis union with Miss Cox one child, 
James Abner, was born, and his second resulted in 
the birth of three children: Mary W., wife of 
Allen Howell; John J. and Thomas L. The last 
two are young men, who are managing the home 
farm, being engaged in general farm work. They 
have about seventy-five acres under cultivation. 
At the time of Mr. Lambert’s death, November 
28, 1887, the farm was divided and sold, with the 
exception of several tracts of land in Tennessee, | 
Thomas L. buying eighty acres of the old home- 
stead and 240 acres of another tract, forty acres 
of another and some town property. Mr. Lambert 
was one of Greene County’s most substantial and 
prominent citizens, and was a generous and public- 
spirited man, ever ready to aid enterprises for the 
public good, and is remembered witb gratitude 
and affection by all his neighbors. He was a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. 

E. D. Landrum. Owing to the fertility of the 
soil in Greene County, Ark., and by energy, indus- 
try and economy, Mr. Landrum has become one of 
the wealthy farmers and stock raisers of this sec- 
tion. He was born in Weakley County, Tenn., in 
1848, was reared on his father’s farm, and there 
received his education in the common schools. In 
1863 he enlisted from Weakley County in Com- 
pany B, Faulkner’s Regiment cavalry service, and 
was in the fights at Paducah, Union City and Co- 
lumbus, receiving his discharge in the fall of 1864 
and returning home. In the fall of 1865 he came 
to Greene County, Ark., and began farming for 
himself on eighty acres of land which he purchased, 


-and in 1867 purchased eighty acres more, eight of 


which were cleared and under cultivation. In 1869 
he located on this property and erected a log 
house, and in 1885 built an excellent frame resi- 
dence. He now owns 320 aeres of splendid land 
with 150 under cultivation, 125 of which he has 
cleared himself since 1869. His principal crops 
are corn and hay. He raises some stock, his eattle 
being of the Durham breed, his horses Morgan, 
and his hogs Berkshire. He is not very active in 
polities, but votes with the Democratic party. He 
was married in Greene County, in 1567, to Mary 
A. Burnett, a native of North Carolina, and a 
10 





daughter of John and Sarah (Howell!) Burnett, 
who were also born in that State, and emigrated 
to Greene County, Ark., at a very early day, set- 
tling on a farm in Clark Township, on which the 
father died. The mother is still living. ,To Mr. 
and Mrs. Landrum have been born the following 
children: James Edward and John Clinton. Mr. 
Landrum is the fourth of ten children born to 
James and HKmeline (Anderson) Landrum, the 
former a native of Virginia and the latter of Middle 
Tennessee. The father was a wealthy planter of 
Tennessee, and died there in 1862, followed by his 
wife several years later. 

John V. Landrum, of the mercantile firm of 
Stalleup & Landrum, Paragould. There are a 
number of men prominently identified with the 
mercantile interests of Greene County, but none 
among them are more deserving of mention than 
John V. Landrum, who, although not old in 
years, is a substantial business man. He was born 
in Weakley County, Tenn., August 18, 1853, 
and is the son of James and Emeline (Anderson) 
Landrum, the father a native of Halifax County, 
Va., and the mother of Dickson County, Tenn. 
The parents were married in the last mentioned 
State. and reared ten children, six of whom are liv- 
ing at the present time: Lucy A., widow of Mr. 
Turner; James M., Edward D., Samuel H., 
Fannie E., wife of J. N. Wright; and John V. 
Nancy E. died May 11, 1889. The 
moved from Middle Tennessee to West Tennessee 
and died in Weakley County, the father in 1862 and 
the mother in 1874. 
eultural pursuits all his life. 
the youngest member of the family now living, 


parents 


The former followed agri- 
John Y. Landrum, 


was reared and received the principal part of his 
education’ in Weakley County, Tenn. He re- 
mained on the farm until twenty-one years of age, 
after which he completed his education as best he 
could and then taught school for three years in 
Gibson County. After this he engaged in the mill 
business for one year. In 1883 he came to Greene 
Ark., Carroll County, Tenn., 


Paragould, and immediately embarked 


County, from 


located in 
in the mercantile business in partnership with his 


brother, James M., who was the first man to sell 
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; goods in Paragould. In November, 1884, he W. was an agriculturist, a house carpenter and 
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peace 


married Miss Ella M. Stalcup, and the fruits of 
this union are two children: Horace M. and Char- 
les V. 
his brother for about two years, after which he 


Mr. Landrum continued in business with 


sold out to him and formed a partnership with 
his father-in-law, C. T. 
he is carrying on business at the present time. 
They keep a large stock of goods and have built 
Aside from this Mr. Land- 
rum is the owner of a good farm of 160 acres, also 


Staleup, with whom 


up a good trade. 


some valuable town property, and has one of the 
finest residences in Paragould, in fact, one of the 
best in the county. Mr. and Mrs. Landrum are 
both faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh, South. 
urer of Paragould, and is an enterprising and pub- 
lic-spirited citizen. They are members of the 
Triple Alliance Life Association. 
grandfather, Benjamin C. Anderson, was reared 


He served four years as treas- 


His maternal 


and married in the blue grass region of Kentucky. 
He moved to Dickson County, Tenn., while a young 
man, where he lived to the ripe old age of eighty- 
five, and died at his daughter's, Mrs. Emeline 
Landrum, in Weakley County, Tenn., at the age 
of eighty-seven. 
John M. Lloyd. 
and in every locality where the struggle for a live- 


In every condition of life 


hhood is going on, where can independence be 
found more faithfully portrayed, or more clearly 
demonstrated, than in the life of the honest, in- 
dustrious farmer? Among those who have made a 
success of farming is the gentleman whose name 
heads this sketch, who, although a young man, is 
now the cwner of one of the best improved farms 
in the county. He was born in Madison County 
(now Crockett County), Tenn., August 26, 1856, 
and is the son of John W. and Elizabeth (Raines) 
Lloyd, natives of North Carolina and Alabama, re- 
spectively. The father was born in 1826, 
died February 11, 1869, and the mother was born 


and 


also followed the occupation of digging wells for 
In 1861 be enlisted in the Confed- 


erate army, Gen. Forrest's regiment, of whicb he 


many years. 


was wagon-master for two years: he was in ser- 
vice in South Carolina, Alabama and Louisiana. 
and was in a number of prominent battles, re- 
He sur- 
rendered with his regiment at Paris, Tenn., after 
which he returned to his home and followed his 
trade. He was a member of the A. F. & A. M., 
and was an advocate of churches and schools. Of 
the nine children born to his marriage, seven lived 


ceiving a slight flesh wound on the knee. 


These are 
named as follows: Thomas H., Jefferson, M., J. M. 
and Mrs. S. E. Jones. Those deceased are: Jas- 
per W., Mollie, Mattie andan infant. Mrs. Lloyd, 
with the above mentioned family, came to Arkan- 


to be grown, and five still survive. 


sas in 1571, and part of the family located in 
Jackson County, while the mother, M. J., J. M. 
and Mattie, came to Greene County in 1872. 
Here the mother and Mattiedied. John M. Lloyd 
attained his majority in the county, spending the 
early part of his life on a farm, and afterward 
He 
worked at stave manufacturing for about seven 
years, being foreman for J. F. Hasty & Sons, for 
about six months, at Paragould. 


engaged in clerking in a general store. 


He located on 
his present property in 1888, and now has 110 acres 
under a good state of cultivation, and almost 
My Lloyd chose for his 


J. Gramling nee Halley, who was 


wholly free from stumps. 
wife, Mrs. S. 
born and reared in Scott County, Ark. Her par- 
ents, Robert H. and Sarah (Hutchins) Halley, were 
natives of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively. 
Robert H., on leaving his native State, went to 
Tennessee. and thence to Arkansas, in 18358, where 
he was married to Mrs. Sarah Crowley. March 10, 
of the following year. In 1848 they moved to 
Seott County, Ark., where Mrs. Halley died. Octo- 


ber 29, 1561. She was born in September, 1819, 


in 1833, and died November 6, 1882. John W. | and was first married to Harrison Crowley, who 
; Lloyd, when a lad of sixteen, went with his died at the age of thirty-five years, leaving one 





parents to Madison County, Tenn., where his 
father died at about the age of seventy-two years. 
He had been a soldier in the War of 1812. John 


son, Benjamin (See sketch of B. H. Crowley). 
Robert H. Halley was born October 25, 1819, and 
died in the Confederate army, in December, 1565. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Halley are the parents of nine chil- 
dren, two of whom are still living: S. J. and J. 
M., the latter living in this county. Mrs. Lloyd 
was first married to Henry C. Gramling, who died 
in 1882. To Mr. and Mrs. Gramling were born 
two children: Victoria and Richard C. Mr. 
Mrs. Lloyd are members of the Methodist Kpisco- 
pal Chureh of Paragould. 

William F. Lovejoy is foreman of the Leonard 
plantation in Greene County, Ark., which is one 
of the finest in the State, containing 2,000 acres 

‘under wire fence, with 600 acres in cultivation. 


and 


On this farm is a good general store, belonging to 
Mr. Lovejoy, and a saw and grist-mill and a cot- 
ton-gin belonging to Mr. Leonard. They are large- 
ly interested in raising blooded stock, the planta- 
tion being admirably adapted to this industry, and 
a specialty is made of raising Poland China and 
Berkshire hogs. Nineteen dwelling houses are on 
the place, and the barn, which is 100xSd feet, is 
one of the best in the State. From 250 to 300 
acres of land are annually devoted to the culture of 
cotton, which receives the most of Mr. Lovejoy’s 
attention. He was born in DeKalb County, Ga., 
in 1843, and was the second in a family of five chil- 
dren born to Samuel and Paulina (Seaife) Lovejoy, 
who were also Georgians, the father a planter and 
merehant by occupation. In 1848 they moved to 
Alabama and resided on a plantation in that State, 
and here the mother died, in 1850. The father re- 
mained there until 1S70, when he moved to Phillips 











County, Ark., in which State he resided until his 
death, in 1883. 
on a plantation and received his education in the 
schools of Alabama. While living in that State 
he was married, in 1864, to Frances Carrington, 
and at the time of his father’s removal to Arkan- 


William F. Lovejoy was reared 


sas he and wife came also and engaged in farming 
and merchandising. He owns a good farm in St. 
Francis County, but since 1583 he has resided in 
Greene County, and since 1886 has had charge 
of Mr. Leonard’s farm, which he is conducting in 
a highly satisfactory manner. Besides his prop- 
erty in St. Francis County he bas 160 acres, with 
forty under cultivation, near Mr. Leonard's farm. 
He las never been very active in polities, but votes 





the Democratic ticket. In 1862. while in Alabama, 
he joined M. M. Slaughter’s Company, Bell’s Bat- 
talion, Tenth Regiment, Confederate States Army, 
but became aftlicted with chronie diarrhcea and 
was honorably discharged. He is a member of 
the A. F. & A. M., Brinkley Lodge No. 295. He 
has seen a great change for the better in Greene 
County since locating here, and has witnessed 
the full growth of Rector, and has been the means 
of opening up more land than any man in Blue 
Cane Township. He has also done much to in- 
crease the wealth of the same, and has expended 
over $10,000 in clearing the large plantation of 
which he is manager, and which is now one of the 
most valuable pieces of property in the State. He 
and wife became the parents of two children, one 


Paulina, is the wife of Mr. Bradford, 
chant and express agent at Brinkley, Ark.; she 
is the mother of one child, William Monroe. 

Dr. Robert Lovelady, of Greene County, Ark., 
and an eminent physician of the community, was 


mer- 


born in Hamilton County, Tenn., in 1546, being 
the second of six children born to Joseph and De- 
borah (Harris) Lovelady, both of whom are Ten- 
nesseeans, who emigrated to Northeast Arkansas 
in 1852, where they entered 200 acres of wild 
land, which was given Mr. Lovelady as a compen- 
sation for services rendered in the Florida War. 
Here they made many valuable improvements, and 
resided until their respective deaths, the father 
dying on the 12th of April, 1861. Dr. Robert 
Lovelady remained with his parents until twenty- 
one years of age, attending the common schools; 
later he began farming for himself, and taught 
In 1872 he took up the 
study of medicine, under the instruction of Dr. C. 


school for a few terms. 


Wall, continning with him three years, and then 
entered the Louisville University of Medicine, at 
Louisville, Ky., which he attended for some little 
time. After practicing his profession in Greene 
County for about three years he returned to the col 
lege, and was graduated at the end of tive months, 
being the second resident of Crowley’s Ridge to 
graduate in any profession. In 1579 he returned 


from college and settled in Cache Township, 


of whom died in infancy, and the other, Mary 
i 
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sion. During this time his patronage has been 
constantly growing, and he is counted among the 
most successful professional men of the county. He 
is well fixed financially, and deserves much credit 
for the way in which he has succeeded, for on 





leaving college he had no capital whatever, save a 
good knowledge of his calling. 
worker for the cause of education, and has done 
all he could to raise the standard of the public 


He is an active 


schools. 
A. Morgan, a native of Alabama, who came to 
Arkansas in 1871, with her mother and stepfather. 
By her he has three little children: Ethel, Aden B. 
and Clifford. The Doctor is the owner of a smail 
tract of land near Walcott, on which he has erected 
a neat cottage and out-buildings, and has set out a 


In 1879 he was married to Miss Maggie 


~ considerable number of fruit trees. He and wife 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Calvin E. McAuley, M. D. The most import- 
ant science bearing upon man’s happiness, comfort 
and weltare, is that of medicine, and Dr. McAuley 
is a credit to the profession. His birth occurred 
in Carroll County, Tenn., in April, 1857, and he 
is the only surviving member of a family of three 
children, born to Dr. Enos and Martha (Duke) 
McAuley, who were born in North Carolina and 
Tennessee, in 1821 and 1833, respectively. The 
| father was taken by his parents to Carroll County, 


manhood in that State on a farm. 
ated from a medical college of Kentucky and in 
February, 1878, came to Greene County, Ark., 


He gradu- 


medical practitioner for about thirty-seven years, 
or since twenty-one years of age. He also taught 
school in his youth. and socially was a Royal 
Arch Mason; he was an active member of the 
Baptist Church, to which his wife also belonged. 
Dr. Calvin E. McAuley attended the common 
schools of Carroll Courty, and in 1872 or 1573 
commenced the study of medicine under his father, 
and at the age of nineteen began practicing. He 
entered the Louisville Medical College in 1580, 


practitioner of Greene County, Ark. In 1IS77 he 








Ca a 


where he entered upon the practice of his profes- 


Tenn., when ten years of age, and was reared to | 


where he died in 1881, having been an active | 
| by the family, there being no market for the 


and since July, 1878, has been a very successful | 


was married to Miss Mary U. Butler, a native of 
Tennessee, who was born in 1863, and died Decem- 
ber 17, 1878, having been an earnest member of 
the Baptist Church. She left one child, Lelah U. 
The Doctor took for his second wife Miss Mary F. 
Ledbetter, who was born in Arkansas in 1859, and 
by her he has three children: Maud L., Irvin E. 
and Florence P. Mrs. McAuley is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The 
Doctor belongs to the I. O. O. F., is an advocate 
of schools, and a Republican in his political views, 
and in JS886 was tendered the nomination as repre- 
sentative to the State legislature, but would not 
accept. Aftercoming to Arkansas he was in part- 
nership with his father until the latter’s death. 
Wilham J. McBride, one of the independent 
sons of toil and a successful horticulturist of Hur- 
ricane Township, Greene County, Ark., was born in 
Tennessee and came with his parents, Daniel and 
S. M. (Jones) McBride, to Greene County, Ark., 
about 1870. He was one of ten children. 
of whom were born after their arrival in Greene 
County. William J. McBride remained on 
father’s farm until he was nineteen years of age, 
when he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Jane 
Edmondson, daughter of Archibald Edmondson, 
of Greene County. 


two 


his 


After marriage he and his 
wife settled on forty acres, to which he has since 
added forty more, all improved, this forming one 
of the best farms in the neighborhood. 
far the finest peach and apple orchard to be found 


He has by 


in his section of the neighborhood, last year hav- 


| ing from it 500 to 400 bushels, all of which was 


fed to the hogs with the exception of that used 


fruit. To Mr. and Mrs. McBride have been born 
five children: Matilda E., Daniel S., Malinda J.. 
Julia C. and William H. Mr. McBride is a mem 
ber of Evergreen Lodge No. 66, I. O. O. F., and 
also of the Agricultural Wheel. He and wife be- 
long to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
John McHaney, 


Friendship Township, Greene County, Ark., is a 


planter and = stockman,. of 
native of Wilson County, Tenn., born on the 22d of 
June, 1819, being the third in a family of twelve 


children in the family of William and Sarah (Word) 
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McHaney, who were Virginians, and among the 
In the latter State 
the father was engaged in farming and school- 


early pioneers of Tennessee. 


teaching for some time, and in 1840 emigrated 
to Marion County, Ill., where his death occurred 
ten years later, his excellent wife surviving him 
until 1875, when she too died, at the age of eighty- 
four years. John McHaney was reared to a farm 
life, and educated in the common schools of Ten- 
nessee, and began his independent career as a 
farmer in Illinois, remaining thus engaged in that 
State for seven years, when he emigrated to Gib- 
son County, Tenn., in 1845. After living there 
until January 1, 1861, he moved to Greene County, 
Ark., and settled on the farm where he is now re- 
siding, purchasing 100 acres of almost totally un- 
improved land. He has since added to this pur- 
chase, until he now owns 200 acres of land, with 
ninety under cultivation, the greater part of which 
He has a fine orchard, 
In 1563 
he returned to Tennessee, and was there married 
to Miss Sarah Sims, who was born in Middle 
Tennessee, being a daughter of Chesley and Mary 


he devotes to raising corn. 
and takes great interest in fruit culture. 


Sims, also Tennesseeans by birth, the original 
stock coming from North Carolina. He lost his 
wife in 1870, and the same year was married in 
Greene County, Ark., to Mrs. Amanda (Allison) 
Shearer, who had two children by her former hus- 
band, both of whom are married. Of seven chil- 
dren born to Mr. McHaney’s first union only one 
is now living, Sarah, wife of Mr. McGlumphy, of 
Marion County. Ill. By his last wife he is the 
father of four children: John Lafayette, James 


Thomas, Almeda Alice and Minnie Mstelle. The 
first named died at the age of five years. Mr. 


McHaney has seen many changes take place in 
Greene County, and has done his share in devel- 
oping the same. He was a member of and assisted 
in organizing the first church in the township, 
He has 


been a patron of education, and donated the land 


which is now in a flourishing condition. 


for his home school building, and was one of a 
committee to re-district Greene County, and name 
A ; tee Le 
the townslrips, giving the name of Friendship 


He 


to the township in which he is now living. 








~has been a justice of the peace here for over 
twenty years. Socially he has been a member of 
Gainesville Lodge No. 168, in the town of Gaines- 
ville, and is also a member of the Agricultural 
Wheel. Mr. McHaney enlisted in the army in the 
latter part of 1864, and was captain of Company 
C, DeVee’s Battalion, Kitchens’ Division, and 
operated in Missouri and Arkansas, and was with 
Price on his raid through Missouri, Indian Terri- 
tory, Kansas and Arkansas. He left the company 
at Fort Smith, Ark., and with a number of others 
returned home and resumed farming. 

Lal ayette McHaney is one of the sturdy sons 
of the soil of Greene County, Ark.. who has won 
his property by the sweat of his brow and by good 
management. He and his parents, William and 

Sarah (Word) MeHaney, were born in Tennessee, 
his birth oceurring in Wilson County in 1837. 
When the latter was three years old he was taken 
by his parents to Marion County, Ill., where the 
father died in 1851 at the age of sixty-six years, 
and the mother in 1880, aged seventy-nine years. 
The father was a Democrat and he and wife were 
members of the Baptist Church. They had a 
family of thirteen children, ten of whom lived to 
be grown and seven are yet living. Lal ayette was 
the eleventh child, and attained his majority in 
Marion County, Ill. His youthful days were spent 
on a farm and in attending the common schools, 
and after attaining his twenty-second year he 
taught one term of school of nine months, later 
going to Tennessee, where he was married. In 
January, 1861, he came to Arkansas and joined 
the Confederate army, serving as first heutenant, 
and was captured on the 4th of July, 1863, at 
Helena, Ark.. and was taken to Johnson’s 
Island, Ohio, where he was kept a prisoner from 
August of that year to January, 1860, when he 
was exchanged and returned home. In February, 
1865, he began teaching school, continuing twenty 
months, and the rest of his time has been devoted 
to his farm. He first located southeast of Gaines- 
ville, but in 1S81 came to his present farm, of 
which he has about 200 
He raises considerable 


acres under cultivation. 


stock. His wife, whose 


name was Nancy C. Thorne, was born in Tennes- 
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see, and when a child moved to Gibson County, of | 


The fol- 
lowing are their children: Wilham W., John T.. 
Avey Ann (wife of William Russell), John H., 
Robert L., Samuel P., Onia A., Susan A. A., Mel- 
vin M., Maude and Claude (twins), and Edward 


the same State, where she was married. 


years; George N., died at the age of thirty years; 


Elizabeth Ann, William H., Millie H., John G., 
| died at the age of thirteen years; Isaac N., Joseph 


E. Henry L. died from the effects of a fail, at | 
the age of seven years. Mr. McHaney is a Demo- | 


crat, has been a Master Mason for two vears, and | 


he and wife are members of the Baptist Church, 
in which he has been a deacon for twelve years. 
James K. P. McKelvey, whose success in life 
is mainly due to his industry and perseverance, 
coupled witha pleasant, genial disposition, is a na- 
tive of Franklin County, Tenn., born in 1844, being 
the son of John and Mary Ann (McKelvey) Me- 
Kelvey, natives of South Carolina. The parents 
came to Franklin County, Tenn., in their youth- 


married there about 1842. In 1850 they moved 
to Benton County, Tenn., and there remained un- 
til 1863, when they located in Union County, Ill. 
In the fal] of 1865, they came to Lawrence 
County, Ark., settling on a farm where they re- 
mained about one year, and afterward moved to 
Carroll County, thence to Sebastian County, where 
the father died in 1874. at the age of fifty-five 
years. He practiced medicine the later part of 
his life; was a self-made man, and a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, of which 
he was a minister for twenty-two years before his 
death. 


to the physical as well as the spiritual wants of 


He was very successful in administering 


his fellow-men, and his face was welcomed in the 
homes of all, and especially in the homes of the 
sick and afflicted. He of the 
Masonic fraternity, a Democrat in politics, and a 


was a member 


strong advocate of free schools. 
popular man, but never aspired to office. 
mother is still living in Sebastian County, Ark., 
She was born in 1525, and 
has been a member of the Methodist Hpiscopal 
Church, South, for many years. 


on the home place. 


were born thirteen children, twelve of whom grew 
to maturity: Louisa E., James K. P., Mary J., 
Martha F., who died at the age of thirty-eight 


T., Aaron A. and Luther W. Aaron A. is now 
attending the St. Louis Medical College. James 


K. P. McKelvey was reared in his native county, 
In 
1864 he commenced farming for himself in Tlinois, 
but one year later returned to Tennessee, to the 
old -home place, where he remained until 1873, 
and then moved to Greene County, Ark. He 
located west of Gainesville, and soon after went 
to Sebastian County, to settle the estate of his 
father, where he remained until the fall of 1876, 
then returning and settling on his present prop- 
erty. He has 100 acres under cultivation, and is 
a thriving, industrious farmer. 


and received limited educational advantages. 


He was married, 


in the fall of 1863, to Miss Ferlissa A. Swindle, a 
ful days, were reared in that county, and were | 


native of Tennessee, born in 1848, and the fruits 


_ of this union were ten children. all living: Will- 


_ Chapter, No. 65. 


He was a very | 
The | 


To their union | 


iam T., a student at the State University of Fay- 
etteville, Ark.; Italy, John, Alonzo, Horace and 
Hervey (twins), Adolphus L., Anna L., Clara M. 
and James R. Italy is the wife of L. C. Rudesial. 
Mr. and Mrs. McKelvey are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, of which he 
is local deacon; he was ordained in 1879, and com- 
menced preaching in 1874. He is a Royal Arch 
and Master Mason, belonging to the Blue Lodge 
at Gainesville, and has served as Worshipful Mas- 
ter for several years. He has a dimit from Duval 
He is a Democrat in polities. 
His father was a Union man during the war, and 
Mr. 


was opposed to secession. McKelvey is a 


_ strong advocate of the free school system, but has 


never sought political prominence. 
Dr. J. G. McKenzie. 


cessful farmers and practitioners of the ‘t healing 


Among the many suc- 


art’’ in Greene County, Ark., deserving of spec- 
ial mention, is Dr. MeKenzie, who was born in 
Aberdeen, Seotland, in 1851, and is the third in a 
family of seven children born to Alexander and 
MeWKenzie, the former of 


Jeanette (Patterson) 


_ Whom was engaged in commercial pursuits, and 


/ conducted a boot and shoe factory. 


The Doctor 


attended school in his native land until nineteen 
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years of age, then entered the Alton Medical 
College for a course of two years, after which 
he took a finishing course of six months at the 
Rush Medical College, in 1873. Subsequently he 
emigrated to the United States, and after remain- 
ing in New York City for some time, made a tour 
of the great lakes. and settled in Canada for 
about one year. He then went to the State of 
Iinois, and engaged in practicing the medical 
profession at Dresdon. in partnership with Dr. 
Rhodes, making his next move to Cotton Plant, 
in Southeast Missouri, and about one year later 
went to Kennett, and was associated with Dr. Har- 
vey for another year. After following his profes- 

sion in Northeastern Arkansas for some time he 

came to his present location about 1875, purchased 

one acre of land, erected a residence, and here has 

since made his home. He has added eight and 

one half acres to his home lot, and has bought — 
eighty acres of good farming land in one tract, be- 

sides eighty acres in the Cache River bottoms, 

making the last purchase in 1887. Fifty acres of 
land are cleared and under cultivation, and the rest 
is devoted to stock raising, in which he is quite ex- 
tensively engaged, making a specialty of horses 
and mules. The Doctor’s practice is very large, 
and although he has lived in Greene County a 
comparatively short time, he is well and fav- 
orably known. He is also doing a commercial 
business among his friends and neighbors, and isa 
stockholder in the First National Bank of Greene 
County. He votes with the Democratic party, and 
in 1885 was postmaster of Crowley. In 1886 the 
Doctor made a trip to Europe and visited his old 
home and the Edinburgh Exposition, which was 
being held at that time. He returned to the 
United States after about a month fully convinced 
that this country was the easiest and best in which 
to acquire a competence. He married in 
November, 1878, to Miss Cynthia Ann Pevehouse, 


Was 


a native of Arkansas, and by her is the father of 
five children: Willie Alexander, Jessie Odel, who 
died at the age of six years: James, Magvie and 
Rover Q. 
his mother, two sisters and two brothers are living 
A brother. John G., 


Dr. MeKeunzie’s father is deceased, but 


in retirement at Aberdeen. 





is chief engineer on a line of steamships sailing 
between Shanghai and Hong Kong. He also has 
an uncle who 1s captain on the ocean, and sails be- 
tween Liverpool and New Orleans. 

Judge L. L. Mack, attorney at law. The firm 
of Mack & Son is one of the leading and most 
influential at the bar in the city of Paragould, and 
gives strength to the fraternity. The gentlemen 
composing it are admirably adapted to the honor- 
able prosecution of this most exalted of profes- 
sions, and possess that easy and interested grace of 
manner not easily acquired by the majority. Judge 
L. L. Mack was born in Maury County, Tenn.. on 
the 18th of December, 1817, and is the son of Lem- 
uel D. and Mary (Taylor) Mack, natives of Rock- 
ingham County, N. C., and of Wake County, N. C., 
respectively. The parents emigrated to Tennessee 
when single, were there married and located in 
Maury County, of that State, where they remained 
for several years, and then removed to Wayne 
County, also in that State. In 1851 they removed 
to Greene County, Ark., locating near Gainesville, 
where they passed the remainder cf their days. 
They lie buried in the cemetery at Gainesville. 
They were the parents of eleven children, of whom 
our subject is the eldest. He was born a cripple, 
and on that account it was thought that he would 
never amount to anything. He was reared and 
educated in Maury County, Tenn., receiving an 
ordinary education, and after his school day’s work 
was over he began the study of law. a part of the 
time with a preceptor and a portion without apy. 
When in his twenty-first year he was admitted 
to the bar in Maury County, although living in 
Wayne County, and practiced in the last named 
county for about twelve years. In the year 1844 
he was elected county clerk, and filled this position 
with credit for four years. He very 
prominently identified with the whole section of 


became 
country for many miles. He was a candidate for 
the legislature from Wayne County, but was de- 
feated by forty-four votes. In December, 1550, 
be landed in Greene County, Ark., with his family, 
and in October of the following year settled at 
Gainesville, then the county seat. Here he began 


the struggle for life and reputation. Previous to 
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; | this, in 1844, he married Miss Felicia Cypert, a ment of the medical profession, and has acquired 
a sister of Judge Cypert, and became the father of a flattering reputation as a physician. He was 
| eleven children, nine now living. They are named born in Orange County, N. C. (now Durham 
i as follows: Robert P., an attorney; Allen P., also County), in 1848, and is a son of Benjamin and 
4 an attorney; William N., a physician; Messilla B., © Rhoda (Pritchard) Markham, who were born in 
( | wife of P. H. Crenshaw: Emma W., wifeof Judge North Carolina. The father was the eldest of nine 
James KE. Riddick; McCall, Thomas C.. Idella A. children and grew to maturity in his native State, 
and Sarah J. After locating in Greene County, | after which he emigrated westward to Tennessee, 
| Ark., he found his money scarce though a good | where he was engaged in teaching school for some 
sized family depended upou him for support. He time. He returned to the old home place, and at 
had a little library and set to work in earnest inthe the age of forty years located within three miles 
; | practice of his profession, notwithstanding there of the old home, where he lived until his death, in 
; | was very little to be done in those days. How- 1866, at the age of sixty-three years, rearing there 
: _ ever he held on to what little there was, and in a family of five children, all of whom are living. 
4 | 1855 he was elected prosecuting attorney from the His wife was born in 1S07 and died in 1861, and 
{ | First district, and on next election was defeated. she, as well as her husband, was a member of the 
| | In November, 1860, he was elected to the legisla- Baptist Church, the latter being a deacon in the 
3 ' ture and served during that session, but later | same for twenty years. The grandfather was born 
i | resigned and was a candidate for prosecuting and reared in the Carolinas, and the great grand- 
x attorney from the Third district. He was elected | father was a soldier in the Revolutionary War; he 
: and served one term. In the year 1865 he was reared a large family of children. He lived to be 
q elected circuit judge of the same cireuit and over ninety years of age, and had several sons who 
f 








In 1874 
he was elected circuit judge of the Second circuit 
without opposition, and held one term of four 


went off under reconstruction in 186%. 


also lived to extreme old age, one lacking seven 
days of being ninety-nine years old at the time of 


his death. Dr. Rufus A. Markham’s brothers and 


years. He was re-elected in 1878 and served until — sisters are as follows: Eliza Ann, Felix G., James 
1882. Since that time he has turned his attention D. and Martha J. Dr. Markham remained at 


The most of his life has been 
spent in serving the public, and in that capacity 
he has given entire satisfaction, meriting the 
respect and admiration of all by his firmness and 
advancement. 


to his practice. 


As a lawyer he is a ready and 
fluent speaker, and has but few superiors. A sin- 
gular circumstance of the family is that there were 
eleven children in his father’s family, of whom 
the subject of this sketch is the eldest, and eleven 
children in the wife’s family, she being the young- 


born, and twenty-two are living at the present 
time. Judge Mack is a member of the Masonie 
fraternity and also the I. O. O. F. 
belong to the Methodist Episcopal 

Rufus A. Markham, M. D.. an 


titioner, is recognized throughout 


He and wife 
Church, 
energetic prac- 
this State as a 
friend of and laborer in the cause and advance- 





home until the death of his parents and acquired a 
fair education in the district schools and at Dur- 
ham, N. C. 
and the following year removed to Greene County, 
Ark. 


gaged in teaching school. 


In 1870 he came to West Tennessee 


In 1874 he went to Texas, where he en- 
After returning to Ar 
kansas he was appointed, in 1876, to the office of 
deputy clerk of Greene County. In 1878 he began 
the study of medicine under Dr. M. V. Camp, 
now of Walnut Ridge, Ark., and soon after entered 


est. The Judge is also the father of eleven chil- the Missouri Medical College, of St. Louis, from 
| dren. There were twenty-three grandchildren which institution he graduated in 1855, though 


previous to graduating he bad practiced in Greens- 
boro from 1880 until 1884. 


came to Gainesville, where he bas since been en- 


After graduating he 


gaged in the active practice of lis profession, and 
is ranked among the leading physicians of the 
county. He was married in the fall of 18S to 
Miss Maggie Steadman, who was born in Chatham 
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County, N. C., in 1845, and died in October, 1888, 
having become the mother of three children: Ed- 
ward L., James C. and Rufus P. The last child 
died m infancy, soon after the mother’s death. 
She was an active worker and member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The Doctor is a 
member of the Baptist Church. He belongs to 
the A. F. & A. M., and is in every respect a self- 
made man. 

W. H. Martin, a farmer of Blue Cane Town-. 
ship, was born in Caldwell County, N. C., in 1832, 
and is the son of William R. and Anna (Hood) 
Martin, who were of English and Scotch ancestry 
respectively, and were natives and farmers of the 
‘Old North State.”” W. H. Martin resided in his 
native State until sixteen years of age, when he left 
home and went to Union County, Ill., where he 
engaged in the sawmill business as a hand sawyer. 
He was married there in 1856 to Mary Jane Hart- 
line, a daughter of John and Margaret (Rendel- 
man) Hartline, who were among the pioneer set- 
tlers of that county and State, from North Caro- 
lina. The father was a farmer by occupation and 
died some years ago. The mother is still living. 
Mr. Martin remained in Iilinois until 1866, when 
he went to Texas, where he purchased an im- 
proved farm and remained until the fall of 1869. 
Selling his property, he came to Greene County, 
purchasing an improved farm on Crowley’s Ridge. 
Here his wife died in 1880, having borne a family 
of six children, three of whom survive: Willis 
A., Walter L., and Eliza Jane. The latter is the 
wife of C. L. Sides, and resides on Crowley’s 
In the fall of 18SO Mr. 
Mrs. J. F. Lewis, a widow of Jacob Lewis, of 
Stoddard County, Mo.; he was reared in Tllinois, 
where he resided on a farm until 1869, when he 
came to Greene County, Ark., and bought eighty 
acres of land, which he improved and added to, 
He was conservative in politics. He died in 1879 
and left his widow with two children to care for: 
William Franklin and Myrtle May. Mr. Martin 
owns lands to the amount of 480 acres, 200 being 


Ridge. Martin married 


under cultivation, and has taken an interest in 
fruit culture, having on his home farm a fine or- 


chard. He raises and buys considerable stock, 


and is one of the successful farmers of the county. 
He votes with the Democratic party, and has been 
a member of the school board ever since his resi- 
dence in Arkansas. Socially, he is a member of 
the A. F. & A. M., Danley Lodge No. 3, and is 
He 
and wife are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, and are the parents of one child: Edgar 
@iy Mr. 
growth and prosperity of the county since coming 
here; he often went to Cape Girardean, .a distance 


a member of the Knights of Honor, at Rector. 


Martin has seen many changes in the 


of 125 miles, to do his marketing, when now it is 
only necessary to go a very few miles to obtain all 
the articles one desires. 

J. R. Miller, deputy circuit and county clerk, 
and a prominent educator of the county for a num- 
ber of years, was born in Gordon County, Ga., 
April 8, 1856, and came to Greene County, Ark., 
in 1879. His father, W. W. Miller, was a native 
of South Carolina, where he followed agricultural 
pursuits for some time, and, when a young man, 
moved to Georgia. Here be was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Amelia Erwin, a native of the last- 
mentioned State and the daughter of James Erwin. 
The grandparents, Archibald and Hannah Muller, 
were of English stock. After coming to Greene 
County, Ark., J. R. Miller engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, which had been his principal occupation 
while in Georgia, and he has also been occupied in 
the teacher's profession for several years. He set- 
tled on a farm near Gainesville, cultivating sixty 
acres or more, and has a fine residence. He was 
married December 26, 1883, to Miss Mattie Hamp- 
ton, daughter of M. B. and M. C. (Stevenson) 
Hampton, of Greene County, formerly of Shelby 
One child is the result of this un- 
The mother 
In his 


political views he aittiliates with the Democratic 


County, Tenn. 
ion, a daughter, named Minnie May. 
of Mr. Miller makes her home with him. 


party, and in January, 1859, he was appointed to 
the position of deputy cireuit clerk by Mr. T. B. 
Kitehens. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

James F. Newberry, a prominent and highly re- 
spected farmer of Greene County, was born in Ala- 
bama in 1544, and is the son of John Newberry, 
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who came to this State in 1554. Here he engaged 
in farming and was for two years justice of the 
peace. At the breaking out of the Civil War he 
entered the Confederate service under Gen. Joseph 
E. Johnston, and was killed in 1862. He reared a 
family of six children, five sons and one daughter. 
James F’. Newberry was in the Confederate service 
during the entire war, and was wounded in the left 
leg. In 1864 he returned to his farm in Greene 
County, and devoted himself to its improvement. 
He then owned 100 acres, which he has since in- 
creased to 425. A part of his farm is under 
cultivation, and he is also interested in raising 
cattle and fine mules. He married Mary Mor- 
gan, who bore him six children and died in 1880, 
aged thirty years. He chose as his second wife 
Mrs. Charity (Dennis) Ross, and to their union 
have been given four children. The nine chil- 
dren are: Robert E., born in 1865; Martha C., 
born in 1867, died in 1880; Sarah F., born in 
1870; John E., born in 1872; Isabella, born in 
1874; Laura E., born in 1881; James J., born 
in 1883, died in 1884: Jennie B., born in 1888, 
and Myrtle G., born in 1887, died in 1889. Mr. 


Newberry is a stanch Democrat in politics, and | 


he and his wife are popular in the community 
in which they live. 

W. C. Newberry is in every way worthy of 
being classed among the prosperous planters of 
Greene County, Ark. He was born in Weakley 
County, West Tenn., in 1552, and was the sixth 
of eleven children born to Samuel and Nancy 
(Trantham) Newberry, the former a native of 
North Carolina, and the latter of Tennessee. In 
1854 they moved to Greene County, Ark., and 
settled near the farm on which W. C. Newberry 
is now residing, where they entered land and re. 
sided until their respective deaths, the father’s 
demise occurring 1874, and the 
mother’s in 1883. They took quite an important 
part in the early history of the country, and the 
father assisted in WiC: 
Newberry received his early education in the dis- 
trict schoois of Greene County, and aided at home 
in opening up his father’s farm. He was married 
in Greene County, in 1572, to Miss Martha Jane 


in February, 


organizing the county. 


McHaney, who was born in Arkansas, and is a 
daughter of John and Sally (Sims) McHaney, 
Mr. 
present farm of 120 acres, about fifty-five acres of 
which he has cleared and put under cultivation. 


Tennesseeans. Newberry soon located on his 


He has added to his original purchase until he now 
has 200 acres of as good land as there is in the 
county, with 110 under the plow, the principal 
Mr. New- 
berry is independent in politics, and is not an oftice- 


products of which are corn and cotton. 


seeker. In 1874 he lost his wife, and four years 


later he was married to Mary H. Hartso, of Arkan- 


sas. His first union was blessed by one son, 


Samuel; and his last by four children: Luther, 


Clifton, Charley and Tuler. His wife is a daugh- 


| ter of William and Sarah (McFarland) Hartso, 


who came to Arkansas at an early day. The 
father is still living, but the mother is deceased. 
Mr. Newberry has been active in aiding all laud- 
able enterprises, and is one of the self made men 
of the county. 

John Nutt, farmer and stock-raiser, of Greene 
County, Ark., is one of its foremost men in the 
support of all measures for its progress and devel- 
opment. He was born in Shelby County, Tenn., 
and grew to manhood on his father’s farm, there 


| receiving his education in the county schools. 


His father, William Nutt, was a native of Alabama, 
and moved from that State to Tennessee in 1827. 
There he engaged very successfully in farming, 
and, being a minister of the gospel, devoted much 
time to his Master’s cause. He reared a family 
of eleven children, four of whom are yet living. 


_ All his life he was faithful to his ideas of night 


and duty, and died in 1844. John Nutt has dur- 
ing his life engaged in farming, and now owns 520 
acres of splendid land in this county, and 600 acres 
in Lawrence County. He has given some attention 
to stock-raising, and now has many good horses and 
mules. To him and wife have been born six echil- 
dren, and tive of them have grown to manhood 
and womanhood. They are three sons and two 
daughters: Wilham C., George W., Sampson M., 
Mr. 


ber of the Masonie order, and he and wife are 


Lavina E. and Nancy Ann. Nutt is a mem- 


worthy members of the Baptist Church. 
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GREENE COUNTY. 





John M. Nutt. The fine quality of the soil in 
Greene County, Ark., added to energy and good 
management, has placed Mr. Nutt among the pros- 
perous farmers of the community. He was born 
on the old homestead near his own farm on the 
14th of January, 1863, being the eleventh of four- 
teen children born to W. G. and Sarah (Ellis) 
Nutt, the former a native of Alabama, and the 
latter of Maryland. The father came with his 
parents to what is now Greene County in 183%), 
and settled with them on a farm near Gainesville, 
where the parents died. He married 
Greene County and became a very wealthy farmer, 
being the owner of 2,500 acres of land, with 600 
He always votes with 


was in 


acres under cultivation. 
the Democratic party, and socially is a member of 
Gainesville Lodge No. 168. He is a member of 
the Baptist Church, and his wife is a Methodist. 
The maternal grandfather was a very early resi- 
dent of Arkansas, and was a soldier in the Mexican 
war. John M. Nutt has always resided in Greene 
County, and in his youth attended the common 
schools; this with a few years spent at Howell, Mo., 
has enabled him to successfully cope with fickle 
fortune. When first starting out in life for him- 
self he began tilling the soil on the farm where he 
now lives, his acreage amounting to 1673, eighty 
acres being under the plow. The most of this he 
cleared himself, and now has one of the best farms 
in the county. He was married in Greene County 
in 1887 to Miss Lulu, a daughter of W. G. But- 
ternut and wife, nee Skiles, all being natives of 
Tennessee, who came to Greene County in 1871. 
The parents are living in the county. Mr. Nutt 
always votes the Republican ticket, but is not a 
seeker after office, and has ever been deeply inter. 
ested in educational matters. His wife is a mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church. Their union has been 
blessed in the birth of one child: Ivery. 

John Odam is of the mercantile firm of MeCon- 
nell & Odam, Paragould. In scanning the sketches 
of Greene County, Ark., one fact must strike the 
reader with peculiar force: the high standing at- 
tained by its business men. It is known to have 
a thoroughly qualified business population, and 
Mr. Odam is a leading light among the number. 


He was born in Hardin County, Ill., August 5, 
1832, and received such educational advantages as 
Until thirty- 
three years of age he assisted his father on the 
farm, and then went to Crittenden County, Ky.. 


the schools of those days afforded. 


where he was engaged in the hotel and lumber 
business for about ten years. After this he went 
to Dyer County, Tenn., there following saw- 
milling, having a mill built on a steamboat, and 
taking the timber from the river. He was also 
occupied in merchandising for about four years. 
In January, 1888. he came to Paragould, Ark., 
where he bought his present property and immedi- 
ately embarked in the mercantile business under 
the present firm name. He carries a good stock 
of genera] merchandise and has a thriving trade. 
He was married in 1562, but lost his wife the fol- 
lowing year. He is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, having joined that order in 1862. Mr. 
Odam’s parents, Cleyburn and Mary (McConnell) 
Odam, were natives of Middle Tennessee and 
Maysville, Ky., respectively. The mother emi- 
grated from Kentucky to Illinois in 1816, when 
the last named State was a Territory, and the 
father came to the same State about 1820. They 
were married there and located in Hardin County, 
where the father successfully cultivated the soil. 
He died August 5, 1834, of Asiatie cholera. In 
their family were two children: John and Sarah, 
wife of Thomas McConnell. After the death of her 
husband Mrs. Odam married Mr. Commodore P. 
Tadlock, by whom she had five children, three 
now living: Edward J., Jonathan L., and Naney J. 
The mother died in 1855. 

John O’Steen, ex-county and probate judge. 
and merchant, Paragould. In these days of 
money-making, when life is a constant struggle 
between right and wrong, it is a pleasure to lay 
before an intelligent reader the unsullied record 
of an honorable man. To the youthful it will be 
a useful lesson—an incentive to honest industry. 
John O’Steen was born in Panola County. Miss., 
on April 27, 1845, and is the son of Harvey and 
Elizabeth (True) O’Steen, both of Seotch origin. 
The parents were married in Alabama, and in 


1834 removed to Panola County, Miss.. where the 
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164 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. | 
| 
| mother died in 1852. The father passed his last Tennessee when quite small, grew to manhood in | 
days in Craighead County, Ark., dying there in that State, and there received a liberal education. | 
1865. Of the seven children born to this mar- | For many years before the war he ran a furnace at 
| riage, three are now living: Mary, wife of W. G. | Dover, Tenn., but during that eventful period he 
Starling; John, and Samuel. The father was a was financially crippled and retired to a farm in 
| blacksmith, and also a gunsmith, which occupation Humphreys County, on the banks of the Tennessee 
| he followed up to the time of his death. John River, where he is residing at the present time. 
O’Steen was partly reared and educated in Panola He is now in his seventy-second year. The mother 
County, Miss., but moved with his father to Craig- died when Eugene Parrish was quite young. Of | 
head County, Ark., in 1859. He went to work in the children born to this marriage, two are now | 
| theshop, learning the gunsmith trade of his father, living: Charles and Eugene. After the death of | 
and now has the reputation of being the finest his first wife Mr. Parrish, was married again and | 
| gunsmith in Northeast Arkansas. In 1862,during became the father of three children: Lamar, 
| the late war, he was very anxious to become a sol- Walter L. and Daisy. Grandfather Parrish was | 
dier, but could not obtain the consent of his par- a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and died in | 
ents. His mind was so wrapped up in it that, Virginia. Eugene Parrish was principally reared | 
notwithstanding all obstacles, he ran away from in Tennessee, and received his education at West 
home, and enlisted in Capt. Adair’s company, Kentucky College and at the University of Ohio, ob- | 
serving about three years. He was in several hard taining the means to prosecute his studies by teach- | 
skirmishes, but, on account of being a cripple, he ing school between terms until he completed his | 
could not keep up with his command, and in con- education. He was admitted to the bar at Jonesboro | 
sequence was captured by scouts, who kept him in in 1884, located at Wittsburg, Cross County, and 
custody about two weeks. In 1870 he chose for there remained until June, 1885, when he settled 
| his partner in life Miss Bethany A. Jones, a native at Paragould, Ark. He was associated with J. D. 
of Alabama, and the fruits of this union were two Block, present prosecuting attorney at Wittsburg, 
children: Mary A. and Nora Inez. The same year and, on coming to Paragould, he formed a partner- 
of his marriage Judge O’Steen came to Greene ship with B. H. Crowley, the present senator of 
County, Ark., and carried on his trade until 1888, the First district, and a very noted and prominent 
when he sold out, and engaged in the mercantile man. This law firm has one of the finest libraries 
business, which he still continues. He was elected in Northeast Arkansas, and both members are men 
probate and county judge in 1882, and re-elected of ability. Mr. Parrish is a self-made. self-edu- 
in 1884 and 1886, thus serving six successive cated man, and is well fitted for the profession he | 
years. Pricr to his election he served four years has chosen. | 
as justice of the peace, and served one term as Seth W. Peebles, one of the many successful | 
constable. Judge O’Steen is one of the prominent  agriculturists and stock raisers of Greene County, 
men of Greene County, and may be counted among Ark., and one who has attained wealth by the 
the pioneers, having been a resident here for thirty sweat of his brow, is classed among the prosper- 
years. He is the owner of 160 acres of land, with ous men of the county. He was born in North 
about forty acres under cultivation. Heisamem- Carolina in 1525, and is the eldest one of the 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and also of the I. family of six children born to the marriage of 
OTOLE: Wyatt and Nancy (Biggs) Peebles. who were born 
| Eugene Parrish, of the law firm of Crowley & in North Carolina und emigrated to Virginia, where 
Parrish, was born in Dover, Stewart County, Tenn., they were engaged in husbandry. The mother 
| and is the son of Abraham P. and Mary M. (In- died in that State, and subsequently the father 
gram) Parrish, natives respectively of Virginia and emigrated to Greene County, Ark., and in IS42 n 
Tennessee. Abraham P. Parrish emigrated to settled near Greensboro, where he became well and 
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favorably known, and served as sheriff of the Arkansas at an early day. [For a history of the 
county six years. He died in December, 1876. Crowley family see sketch of Hon. B. H. Crowley. ] 
Seth W. Peebles has been familiar with farm life After spending a year on Black River they came 
from earliest youth, and received his education in to Crowley’s Ridge, and made the first settlement 
the schools of Virginia. He began his independent in Northeast Arkansas. The paternal grandpar- 
career as a farmer in 1846, in Tennessee, and was ents were of Virginia stock, and moved from that 
married there in December of the following year State-to South Carolina, and thence to Kentucky, 
to Miss Catherine Mingle, a native of Virginia, and of which section they were pioneers, about 1522 
a daughter of William and Rebecca (Kagley) Min- | coming to Arkansas. The parents of our subject 
gle, who were also Virginians and early emigrants | died about 1835, and from that time up to man- 
to Tennessee, in which State the father died. His hood he made his home with his grandfather, Ben- 
wife’s death occurred in Arkansas in 1564. Myr. jamin Crowley. The latter was a very extensive 
Peebles became a resident of Greene County, Ark., | farmer and stock raiser, and Mr. Pevehouse drove 
in 1855, and in 185 bought a partially improved | stock all the way to St. Louis, and later to Mem- 
farm in Union Township, consisting of 160 acres, of _ phis and Helena. During his childhood he de- 
which he improved and cleared forty acres. Besides pended on his own resources for a livelihood and 
this property he owns the old homestead of 117 hunted and sold his furs and hides, and later 
acres, sixty of which are under cultivation. He has farmedin a small way. When about twenty years 
always been interested in politics and has affiliated of age he entered land, subsequently buying small 
with the Democratic party, but is not an office- tracts from time to time, and in the spring of 1861 
seeker. He has been a member of the school sold out and went to Scott County, where he re- 
board several times and assisted in the re-organiza- mained about eighteen months, then returning to 
‘tion of the townships. In 1872 his wife died, the Cache bottoms. When some twenty-five years 
having borne a family of six children: Nancy Jane, | of age he was married to Miss Margaret Capps, a 
Rebecca E., who died in February, 1877, the wife native of Arkansas, whose family were early set- 
of Joel Dollins; George W., who died in 1886; tlers in this section. She died in 1888, leaving 
John M., who died in October, 1878; Sarah Ann, two children: Sarah, who married a Mr. Harris, 
wife of J. P. Walls, who died in 1880; and James and died soon after, and Cynthia Ann, wife of Dr. 
L., who also died in 1850. In 1863 Mr. Peebles McKinzie, now living at Crowley. Mr. Pevehouse 
enlisted in Company K, Seventh Missouri Con- took for his second wife Miss Frances Bowman, 
federate cavalry, and was with Price on his raid whom he married in 1860. Her death occurred on 
through Missouri, Kansas. ete. He was wounded | the 13th of October, 1870. She and Mr. Peve- 
in the Mine Creek fight in Kansas, receiving a gun- house were the parents of the following children: 
shot through the right lung. Since the war he , William, who is married and resides in Lawrence 
has been engaged in farming. He is a consistent County; Lucy Jane, the wife of George Gramling; 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. John P., who died on the 31st of Mareh, 1SS8, at 
Wiley Pevehouse. In giving a sketch of this the age of twenty-two years: and Mary Elizabeth. 
gentleman it is but fair to say that he is one of the February 16, 1878, Mr. Pevehouse married Mrs. 
prominent farmers of Greene County, Ark., and | Sarah Ann (Cooper) Allen, a native of Mississippi, 
that he is a man of sound judgment and unim- who was reared in Tennessee, and came to Arkansas 
peachable honesty. He was born on Crowley’s with her first husband, settling in Lawrence 
Ridge, in Greene County, on the 2d of July, 1828, County. In 1876 he purchased his present prop- 
being the second child born there, his brother , erty of 160 acres, of which about five acres were 
William, whose birth occurred April 7, 1826, hav- | cleared, and now has ninety-five acres in a tillable 
ing been first. He was the fourth child of Abraham condition and well improved with good buildings, 
and Polly (Crowley) Pevehouse, who came to orchard, ete. His principal erops are corn and 
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| cotton, and he gives much attention to stock _sissippi. To this last marriage four children have 








raising of a good grade, and also to the culture of 
He is public spirited, and has held the 
offices of deputy sheriff and county clerk. In 


bees. 


1864 he enlisted in the Confederate army, and | 
was with Price on his raid through Missouri, but | 


being in poor health was left at Boonville, where 
he received good attention, and was soon after 
paroled and returned home. 
left him destitute, and since that time he has made 
his present property. 


The close of the war | 


I. H. Pillow, deputy sheriff, farmer and stock | 


raiser of Greene County, Ark., is a native of Giles 
County, Tenu., where he was born in 1851, being 
ason of Levi and Elizabeth (Willcockson) Pillow, 
also natives of that State. They came to Greene 
County, Ark., in 1851, settling on the farm 
on which the subject of this sketch is now living. 
The father made some valuable improvements on 
his place of 320 acres, and at the time of his death, 
in 1862, had cleared thirty acres from timber. In 
1862 he enlisted in Capt. Clemens’ company, Gen. 
Pillow’s brigade, and at the fight at Fort Pillow 
became overheated, from the effects of which he 
died seven days later. He was a Democrat polit- 
ically, a Methodist in religious belief, and was a 
man always noted for his public spirit and benevo- 
lence. He left a widow and three children to 
mourn his loss, the names of the latter being: I. 
H., Sina M., wife of F. F. Martin, a farmer of 
Greene County, and Sarah A., wife of N. A. 
Danley, also a farmer of Greene County. Mrs. 
Pillow was left to care for her children with but 
little means, but with the aid of her son, she suc- 
ceeded in doing well for them. I. H. Pillow re- 
ceived only a limited education in his youth, but, 
assisted by his mother, with subsequent applica- 
tion he has become a practical and intelligent 
business man. December 28, 1872, he was mar- 
ried to Miss Martha, a daughter of Absalom and 
Mary (Cobal) Arnel, Tennesseeans, and by her be- 
came the father of two children: Mary E. 
Annie Elnora. Mrs. 
September, 1875, and November 26, 1876, he 
wedded Mrs. Martha (Newsom) Wood, a daughter 
of Henry and Grace A. Newsom, natives of Mis- 


and 





Pillow died on the 29th of ~ 





been born: Ida Lee, Joseph Henry, Thomas A. 
and Charley. Ninety acres of his 160-acre farm are 
under cultivation, and well improved and culti- 
vated. His orchard is large and well selected and 
his crop is usually extensive. He is interested in 
stock-breeding, and has a fine Norman and Morgan 
stallion. His cattle are of the Durham breed, and 
During the 


fali, for the past fifteen years, be has operated a 


his hogs are Berkshire and Jersey. 
threshing machine. Mr. Pillow, his wife, and two 
daughters are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh, in which he is a class leader, and in his 
political views he is a stanch Democrat, having 
been elected on that ticket, in 1887, to the ottice of 
deputy sheriff, which position he has very accept- 
ably filled up to the present time. 

Robert W. Pruet, a well known and successful 
farmer of the county, was born in Kast Tennessee 
in 1825, and is the third in a family of fifteen 
children born to Willis and Mary (Williams) Pruet. 
who were also Tennesseeans, the paternal and 
maternal grandparents being from North Carolina 
Pruet 


was a participant in the Creek war, and was at the 


and Virginia, respectively. Grandfather 


battle of Horseshoe Bend. The maternal grand- 
parents lived to be very old, reaching the age of 
ninety and one hundred years. Willis Pruet was an 
extensive land holder in Tennessee, and dealt in 
stock, being a prominent and influential citizen of 
He died in August, 1850. Robert W. 
Pruet was reared to farm labor, attended the eom- 


his time. 


mon schools, and after attaining his majority en- 
gaged in stock dealing, and also kept a country store 
forsome time. In 1$51 he was married toa Miss 
Stuart, a native of Illinois, and in 18583, in com- 
pany with three brothers, came to Northeast Ar- 
kansas and settled in Greene County, where he 
entered 120 acres, on which he at once located 
In 1858 he sold his prop- 


erty with the intention of going to Texas, but in- 


and began improving. 


stead purchased 160 acres of wild land in St. 
Francis Township, 100 acres of which he now has 
under excellent cultivation, furnished with good 
He devotes the most of 


his land to general farming, and raises cotton, corn, 


buildings and orchards. 
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GREENE COUNTY. 





and the smaller grains, the land yielding a good | 


average. He is trying to improve his stock and is 
going to cross his cattle with Jersey. In [S72, in 
partnership with his brother, C. D. Pruet, he 
opened a general store on his brother's farm, and 
they carried on an extensive business for many 
years. In 1862 he and two brothers, with several 
brothers in-law, enlisted in the Twenty-fifth Ar- 
kansas Infantry, but he served only seven months. 
when he was discharged on account of illness, at 
Georgetown, Ky. In 1870 Mrs. Pruet died, and 
for several years Mr. Pruet resided with 
brother. 
was born in West Tennessee, though reared in Ar- 


his 


In 1877 he married Frances Owens, who | 


kansas, to which State she was brought by her 


father, Dr. Owens, who practiced in this vicinity 


for a number of years, and died from an accidental | 


fall from his horse. Mr. Pruet is an active 
worker in church and school matters, and is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
the building in which he worships being on ground 
donated by himself: this was erected by means 
contributed mostly by the Pruet brothers. Myr. 
Pruet is one of the original members of the first 
church organized in this section in 1858. 

W.S. Pruet. Prominent among the much es- 
teemed and respected citizens of Paragould stands 
the name of Mr. Pruet, who was born in Roane 
County, Tenn., September 27, 1829, and who is 
the son of Willis and Polly E. (Williams) Pruet, 
Willis Pruet 
was a very successful man, both as a farmer and 
speculator. He died in Memphis in 1851, while 
there on business. The mother died in 1S60, in 
Greene County, Ark. 


natives also of Roane County, Tenn. 


Their family consisted of 
fifteen children, nine of whom lived to be grown, 
Robert and Willis 5. 
The paternal and maternal grandparents were na- 


bat only two now living: 


tives of Virginia and North Carolina, respectively, 
and were early settlers of Tennessee. The pater- 
nal great-grandfather was in the Indian wars. 
Willis S. Pruet, the subject of this sketch, was 
reared on a farm in Roane County, Tenn., and in 


that county received his education. 


came to Greene County, Ark., when there were 
very few settlers, and when the city of Gainesville 


In 1857 he |; 


was represented by one business house and a clap- 
board hotel. He located about four miles south 
of what is now Paragould, on a farm in the forest, 
put up a little house, built of poles with clapboard 
roof, and lived in this style for about eighteen 
He then 


put up a good log house, and lived there until 


months, when his cabin burned down. 


1869, when he moved to his present loeation, join- 
ing the town of Paragould. He bought 271 acres 
of land along the railroad, and the principal part 
of the town lies on his land. When he first came 
to the county he had but $1.50, and neither a cow 
nor horse; but he was determined to make a start, 
and by his industry and perseverance has accom- 
plished his purpose, and is now one of the sub- 
stantial men of the locality. He has about 600 
aeres of good land, and is also the owner of con- 
He con- 
tributes liberally to all worthy enterprises, and has 
been active in his endeavors to build up the town. 


In J851 he married Miss Elizabeth Tucker, a na- 


siderable town property in Paragould. 


tive of Alabama, by whom he has three children 
In 1862 Mr. 
Pruet enlisted in Capt. Pruet’s company, and 
served for three years. He was at the battles of 
Farmington, Murfreesboro, Richmond, Shiloh and 
Jackson, Miss., and carried his brother, who was 
severely wounded, twice from the battle-tield. He 
is a member of the tirm of D. D. Hodges & Co.. 


living: Julia, Sarah and Theresa. 


merchants of Paragould: is also dealing consider- 
ably in stock, and it may be noted that Mr. Pruet 
has been, and is, a leading spirit of the place. 
He and wife are members of the Methodist Epis- 
eopal Church. 

Capt. Charles D. Pruet (deceased) was one of 
four brothers who came from Tennessee to Arkan- 
sas in 1857, and engaged in farming and stock 
He 
born in Roane County, Tenn., in 1827, and was 
married on the 23d of January, 1847, to Miss 
Caroline M. Nelson. 
County, Ark., he entered a tract of land on which 
In 1862 
joined the Confederate forces, being lHeutenant of 


raising, and various other enterprises. was 


After coming to Greene 
he 


he located and began improving. 


his company, and was soon after advanced: to the 
rank of captain, and was in the army twenty-two 
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HISTORY 


months, participating in the most of the battles in 
which the Army of the Cumberland was en 


caged. 
He was wounded in the engagement at Chicka- 


mauga, and also at Murfreesboro, so severely in 
the latter battle that he was compelled to re- 
turn home. In 1870 he embarked in mercantile 
pursuits on his farm, in partnership with his 
brother Robert, and did a thriving business there 
In the fall of 1882 he started a 


general store in the then new town of Paragould, 


for ten years. 


being one of the first merchants of the place, and 
vas alone in business until 1SS6, when he formed 
a partnership with D. D. Hodges, and the firm 
name was changed to C. D. Pruet & Co., remain- 
ing as such until Mr. Pruet’s death on the 20th 
of August, 1887. 
and was buried by that order. 


He was a prominent Mason, 
He operated a 
cotton gin on his farm for many years, and was 
engaged in stock raising and dealing. He left a 
fine farm of over 500 acres, the most of which was 
in a high state of cultivation, and also left behind 
him a name that will long be remembered, for he 
was honest, industrious and enterprising, and 
known to be a stanch supporter of church and 
educational institutions. He was well-known 
throughout the country as a man of unimpeachable 
honesty, and was possessed of exceptionally fine 
business qualifications, and natural characteristics 
which won the respect of all. He contributed 
the most of the means for the erection of a church 
near his home, and did much to build up the town 
of Paragould, being one of the best business men 
of the place. 


by numerous friends and neighbors who had 


He was followed to his long home 


known and loved him in life, and is now sleeping 
in the cemetery near the scene of his greatest 
usefulness. He was married in 1875 to Miss Irene 
McElwee, a native of Tennessee, who came to 
Her father, 


extensive farmer and 


Arkansas with her mother in 1873. 
Samuel McElwee, was an 
died in 1865. 


her on the homestead in Arkausas. 


Mrs. Pruet’s mother resides with 


George M. Rosengrant, manufacturer of lum- 
ber and cooperage, Paragould, Ark. The business 
interests of this portion of the country are well 


represented by the subject of this sketch, George 


OF ARKANSAS. 


M. Rosengrant, who has been located long enough 
at this place to become firmly established. He 
was born in Wyandot County, Ohio, in October, 
1855, and is the son of James and Lenora (Con- 
nor) Rosengrant, both natives of the Buckeye 
State. 
is now deceased. 


The father was a large stock dealer, and 
George M. Rosengrant grew to 
manhood in Guernsey County, of his native State, 
received his education in the common schools, and 
subsequently attended the college at Antrim, Ohio. 
At the age of sixteen he began to learn telegraphy, 
which he continued for five years for the Pennsy]l- 
vania Railroad Company. 
the lumber business in Wyandot County, Ohio, 
where he carried on a good trade until 1554, when 
he came to Greene County, Ark., and located at 
Paragould. 


He then engaged in 


Here he established his present busi- 
ness and has been occupied in the manufacture of 
He added the cooperage de- 
partment in the winter of 1588. 


lumber ever since. 
He runs a large 
mill and employs on an average fifty men. In the 
year 1883 he chose Miss Kitty Jurenall, a native 
of Wyandot County, Ohio, for his companion in 
life. 


annually from his mill business, and aside from 


Mr. Rosengrant averages about 375,000 


this he is the owner of 5,000 acres of land, all of 
which has valuable timber thereon. He is a sub- 
stantial, representative business man, is a member 
of the Knights of Pythias, and a progressive, en- 
terprising citizen of the county. 

T...T.; Ross: 


prominence in Greene County, in a social as well as 


Few men have attained greater 


business point of view, than has Mr. Ross, who by 
his pleasant and courteous manner has made many 
friends and built up a successful trade. He was 
born in Kentucky, in 1526, and is the son of Caleb 
and Alifal (Httchison) Ross, and the grandson of 
William Ross, who was born in Maryland, and 
came to Kentucky at an early day. Caleb Ross was 
also a native of Maryland, and was there married 
to Miss Hutchison. T. T. Ross left his 
State in 1875, emigrating to Greene County, Ark., 


native 


and locating on a farm two miles north of where 
Marmaduke is now standing. ‘This land he opened 
up and improved eighty aeres, erected buildings and 


remained on the same for about tive years, when he 
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sold out and moved to the village of Marmaduke. 
Here he has since been engaged in merchandising, 
and has built up a good trade. He has a conven- 
ient, substantial building for that purpose, two 
stories high, the upper portion of which is used for 
a dwelling. 
Martha Coles Otey, who died, leaving two chil- 
dren: C. H., who resides in Greene County, mar- 
ried, and the father of two children; and Susan, 
who married L. C. Harvey, a farmer of Greene 
County, and has two children. Mr. 
married to the sister of his first wife, Miss Eliza- 
beth Otey, and they are the parents of three chil- 
dren: Frances Orlena, wife of James Stone, re- 
sides one and a half miles from Marmaduke and 
has four children; Margaret A., wife of A. B. Har- 
vey, is living in Marmaduke and keeps the hotel, 


He was married, in Kentucky, to Miss 


Ross was 


also being engaged in farming, and has five chil- 
dren; and W. A., a merchant of Marmaduke. Mr. 
Ross is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and 
Evergreen Lodge of the I. 0.0. ¥. He has been a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
since eighteen years of age. 

Dr. Jefferson Davis Sibert, an eminent physician 
of Walcott, Greene County, Ark., was born in Ala- 
bama in 1858 and is the youngest of a family of six 
children, born to the marriage of Henry Sibert and 
Doreas Edwards, who were aiso born in Alabama, 
the former being an extensive farmer and mer- 
chant. The paternal grandfather, David Sibert, 
was engaged in farming in South Carolina and was 
a soldier in the Indian wars. He removed to Ala- 
bama in 1834 and bought extensive tracts of land 
in the northeast part of that State, on which he 
died in 1874 at the extreme old 100 
years. The maternal grandfather, Jesse Edwards, 
came to Alabama and also settled in the northeast 
part of the State. 
the Indians, and was one of the most extensive real 
estate holders of the State. 
in 1863, 
was reared on a farm and did much to improve 
At 
the breaking out of the late Civil War he enlisted 
in the Third Alabama and served throughout the 


age of 


He purchased his lands from 


His death oecurred 
Henry Sibert, the father of our subject, 


the large tracts of land bought by his father. 


struggle, thirteen months of this time being spent 
i 














, on the old homestead in 


in prison. His uncle, Jeptha Edwards, was a col- 
onel in the Mexican War, also in the late war, and 
has represented his county in the State legisla- 
After 
the war Mr. Sibert engaged in farming aud mer- 


ture, being a well known citizen of Alabama. 


eantile pursuits, and he and wife are now residing 


Northeast Alabama. At 


_ the age of fourteen years. Dr. Jefferson Davis 5i- 


bert entered Andrews’ Institute and finished a 
course of five years, after which he immediately 
began the study of medicine, entering the medical 
department of the Vanderbilt University, at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in 1880, and graduatime as an M. D. 
in 1882. 
practicing bis profession near his old home, but 
came to Greene County, Ark., at the end of one 
After residing here a year, he returned 


In the spring of that year he commenced 


year. 
to his native State and practiced three years. Since 
that time he has permanently located at Walcott, 
Ark., where he enjoys a large practice, and is be- 
coming well known in this, as well as other counties. 
He has a pleasant home in the town and is highly 
esteemed by hisneighbors. In 1887 he was united 
in marriage to Miss Victorine Crowley, a daughter 
of Capt. Crowley, whose sketch appears in this 
By her he has one child, a bright little 
The Doctor has two 
brothers who are practicing physicians of Alabama, 


work. 
daughter named Eleanor. 


and another brother who is an extensive farmer 
and stock raiser of that State. 

Joseph P. Smelser is classed among the worthy 
and leading tillers of the soil of Greene County, 
of which he is a native, having been born in 1558. 
He was asonoft John W.and Nancy (Clark) Smelser, 
who were born on Kentucky soil and in Tennessee, 
respectively. They came to Greene County, Ark., 
on the 6th of May, 1836, and located in Cache 
Township, where the paternal grandfather, Abra- 
ham Smelser, settled on a tract of wild land and 
opened up 100 acres. He and wife reared a large 
family of children, and both died of smallpox in 
1863. child, 
and attained his majority ia this section of the 


John W. Smelser was their oldest 
country. In 1864 he joined Price in his raid 
through Missouri, but since the war has given his 


attention to farming and merchandising at Crow- 
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ley, he and wife being members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at that place. To them were 
born seven children, three of whom are deceased. 
Joseph P. Smelser is their fifth child and grew to 
manhood in Cache Township, receiving a very 
limited education in bis youth. At the age of 
twenty years he began earning his own living, and 


‘was married to Miss Margaret Adams, residing on 


the old home place for eight years. He then came 
to his present location. which was then a tract of 
wild land, and now has fifty acres under cultiva 
tion, improved with good buildings, ete. Although 
not active in politics, he votes. the Democratic 
ticket, and he and wife are members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, South. They are the 
parents of twochildren: John William and Nancy 
Ann Delvada, who died at the age of seven years, 
after a brief illness of five days. 

David A. Smith. In the space allotted in this 
volume it would be impossible to give a detailed 
account of the career of this gentleman, but it is 
only just to say that in his walk through life his 
course has been marked by honesty. industry, and 
a manly, independent spirit. His birth occurred 
in Middle Tennessee on the 8thof July, 1526, and 
he was the eldest in a family of twelve children 
born to Stantford and Margaret (Tassey) Smith, 
who were natives of North Carolina and Alabama, 
respectively, and with their parents removed to 
Yennessee at an early day, where they met and 
married. In the fall of 1825 they came to 
Greene County, Ark., and bought a tract of 160 
acres of land which was ina wild state, and on this 
they located, improved it, and resided here until 
1876, when the father died. His wife’s death 
occurred on April Sth, S74. David A. Smith was 
reared to manhood on this farm and, besides be- 
coming familiar with the details of farm work, 
learned the carpenter's trade of his father, fol- 
lowing this occupation in Tennessee and also after 
He came to the latter State 
at the same time of his parents’ removal and bought 
160 acres of wild land on Sugar Creek, on which 
he erected buildings, set out orchards, aud cleared 
forty acres. After making this his home for about 
fifteen years, he sold out and purchased his present 


OF 


ARKANSAS. 


property on Crowley’s Ridge, which consists of 
225 acres of land, 100 of which are under cultiva- 
tion. He has cleared forty acres himself and has 
made other improvements, which goes to make his 
home one of the most valuable in the country. 
He does general farming, raising corn, the smaller 
and cotton. 


cereals. He also has a good apple 


and peach orchard. During the intervals between 
the farming seasons he has worked at the carpen- 
ter’s trade, and has built most of the better class 
of houses in the township, among which are the 
residences of Capt. Crowley and Mrs. Bovd. Mr. 
Smith was married on the 6th of January, 1858. 
to Miss Margaret Pevehouse, a native of Arkansas, 
by whom he became the father of six children, 
four of whom are living: William W. C., Sarah 
Ann, who died at the age of twenty years; Mary 
Elizabeth, who died when one year old; Logan 
L. R., Susan Cansada, wife of G. B. Harris, a 
resident of the county: and James A. Smith. In 
1879 Mr. Smith lost his worthy wife, and in 1879 
he wedded Mrs. Cothren. 
politician and has served as bailiff of Greene 


He is quite an active 
County. He is a patron of education and is at 
present a director of his school district. 

Simpson Smith. In former years the life of 
the farmer was considered a laborious one, but in 
this progressive age, with such improvements in 
machinery, he can do his work with half the dis- 
patch or labor as in the time of his father, and in 
fact works but little if any harder than the aver- 


age man who strives to make a living. Besides 
all this he is independent, which is one of the 
much sought-for conditions of life. Mr. Smith 


is one of the successful farmers who have kept 
thoroughly apace with the times, and has reached 
the condition of life mentioned above. He 
born in Benton County, Tenn., in 1833, and is the 
son of William and Elizabeth (Lewis) Smith, na- 


Was 


tives respectively of South Carolina and North 
Carolina. William Smith came with his parents 
to Tennessee when a small boy, settling in Maury 
County for some time, and then moved to Benton 
County, where he passed the remainder of his 
days. He yas a farmer and trader by occupation. 


He volunteered in the war under Gen. Jaekson. 
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GREENE COUNTY. 171 
Mrs. Smith was born in 1798, and died May 13, North Carolina. who came to Benton County, 
1889, on the old home place in Tennessee. She Tenn., with their parents when children. They 
was a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal were married in that State after growing up, and 
Church, South. Their family consisted of eight there the father followed farming until his death, 
children, six now living: Angeline, Ellen, Eliza- which occurred in 187/ at the age of fifty-six years. 
beth, Simpson, Mary and Thomas J. Those de- The mother died in 1562 at the age of forty years. 
ceased died in infancy. Simpson Smith grew to  Intheir family were seven children, six of whom are 
manhood on the home place in Tennessee, and at still living: Irvin G., Disa (now Mrs. Smith), 
the age of fourteen years began working for him. Harvey, Jonathan, Berry H., Thomas W. and 
self as a day laborer. After this he worked on Simpson. Harvey died at the age of eighteen 
the railroad for two or three years, then farmed years. Irvin G. Smith attained his majority on a 
for some time, and when the war broke out he en- farm in Tennessee, and when of age commenced 
listed in the Confederate army, Company I, for himself on the home place, where he remained 
Forty-ninth Volunteer Infantry, and served three until 1861. when he enlisted in the Confederate 
years. He was in the battles of Fort Donelson, army, Forty-ninth Tennessee; the regiment was 
Port Hudson and Jackson, Miss. He was taken captured at Fort Donelson and taken to Chi- 
prisoner twice, tirst at Fort Donelson, and was cago. Mr. Smith was sick at this time and was 
carried to Chicago, where he was retained seven at home. As soon as able he went back to the 
months and three days, and was then exchanged. army, joined the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, and 
He then returned to the South, entering the served until the close of the war. He was captured 
Southern army in the same company, re-organized at or near Johnsonville, Tenn., and was put on a 
and consolidated with the Forty-eighth Tennessee parole of honor. He participated in the Okolona, 
Volunteer Infantry, and was captured at Port  Miss., battie, was also in the battle of Yazoo City, 
Hudson, but was soon afterward paroled, when he’ Bolivar, Tenn., Johnsonville, Tenn., and in a 
returned home and resumed his farm work. He number of other engagements. After the cessation 
remained in Tennessee until 1SS1, when he came of hostilities Mr. Smith returned to Tennessee, re- 
to Arkansas and settled on his present farm in sumed his farming interests, and thus continued un- 
Greene County. He had first moved to Arkansas til 1873 when he eame west to Arkansas and located 
in 1854, but later returned to the home-place, | in Greene County, three miles southwest of where 
where he was married, in 1856, to Miss Ellen Erp, he now lives. In 1876 he moved to his present 
a native of Benton County, Tenn. The result of property, where he has remained ever since. He 
this union was the birth of nine children, seven was married in IS6S to Miss Louisa Swindle, a 
now living: William, Mary, Belle, Caldonia, John, native of Benton County, Teun., born in 184+, and 
Augustus, Scott. Doy, Daniel Lee and Vency. the daughter of Thomas and Mariam Swindle, na- 
Those deceased were Porter and an infant un- tives respectively of South Carolina and Kentucky. 
named. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are members of the Thomas Swindle went from South Carolina to Il- 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in which he — nois, thence to Tennessee, where he was married in 
is a deacon. He isa member of the A. F. & A. 1832, and is still living in Benton County, Tenn. 
M., is a Democrat in polities, and takes an active He was born in the year 1514, as was also his wife. 
part in all public enterprises. He has a fine farm, She died Mareh 16, 1872. Both were members of 
with 170 acres under cultivation, and is one of the the Methodist Episcopal Church. After the death 
leading farmers of the conuty. of his wife Mr. Swindle married Mrs. Nancy Har- 
Irvin G. Smith, whose career as a farmer has” ris, who stili survives. Mrs. Smith is one of 
been one of success and prosperity, was born in twelve children, eight of whom are living, born to 

Benton County, Tenn., in 1846, and is the son of her parents. She was reared in Tennessee, and by rN 


John and Fannie (Erp) Smith, both natives of 


her marriage to Mr. Smith became the mother of 
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Martha A., wife of | 
William Swindle, now residing in Greene Coun- 
ty, Ark.; Walter D. and Cordal C., at home. Mr. 
Smith resides three and a half miles southwest of 


three children, all living: 


Gainesville, where he has improved a good farm 
and has 155 acres under cultivation. He is an 
active worker in school affairs, and is director in his 
district. He served as deputy sheriff in 1851—-S2- 
83 and 1884 under Mr. Willcockson, and served as 
constable of his district to fill a vacancy. In 18583 
he was elected to that position, which he held one 
term. Mrs. Smith is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. 

E. T. Smith is the junior member of the firm 
of Smith & Son, proprietors of a lumber mill on 
Bark Camp Island, Greene County, Ark. The busi- 
ness was established in August, 1878, and is man- 
aged by a force of thirty-five men, the capacity 
being 25,000 feet per day. Mr. Smith was born 
on Blue Grass soil, in 1851 (Hopkins County, 
Ky. ), and was the youngest of a family of five chil- 
dren of W. E. and Sarah (Hicklin) Smith, who 
were also Kentuckians. The father removed to 
Greene County, Ark., in 1855, and now resides in 
Paragould, being senior member of the lumber 
milling firm. HE. T. Smith’s early days were spent 
in following the plow and in attending the common 
schools of Kentucky. He was married in Hick- 
man County, of that State, in 1880, to Ella Leet, 
a native of Kentucky, and by her has an interest- 
ing little family of three children: Dora, Kenner 
and Charley M. Socially he is a member of the 
Knights of Honor, and in his political views affil- — 
ates with the Democratic party. 
ing and industrious, and promises to become in 


He is enterpris- 


time one of the wealthy citizens of the county. 

S. J. Smith was born about two miles north- 
west of Paragould, Greene County, Ark., December 
20, 1852, and is one of three surviving members 
of a family of eleven children, born to Charles C. 
and Millie J. Smith, who were Tennesseeans, and 
came to Arkansas by ox team when the country 
was almost a wilderness, inhabited by Indians and 
wild animals, the latter being very plentiful. <A 
brother of our subject killed sixteen bear the first 
year. The father cleared the land upon which 


ed farms. 


Paragould is now situated, afterward moving to 
Buffalo Island, and still later (in 1561) to the 
farm of 160 acres, on which his sons, John and 


Joseph, are now living. He died in April, 1865, 


_ still survived by his widow, who is living in Craig- 


When S. J. Smith first came to 
Arkansas his time was abont equally divided be- 


head County. 


tween farming in the summer, and hunting and 
trapping during the cold weather. the latter oecu- 
pation being the more profitable. By industry 
and good management he has become the owner 
of 120 acres of land, the most of which is covered 
with timber, but has forty-five acres under cuitiva- 
tion, and sixty-five under fence, improved with 
He well 
remembers the time when there were only two 


substantial buildings and good orchard. 


| farms in a radius of ten miles, and can point out 


hundreds of acres of land then covered with tim- 
ber and water, which is now in dry and well cultivat- 
He raises cotton and corn, also horses, 
cattle and hogs. He was married, in 1870, to Miss 
Mary F. Sypes, a daughter of Eli and Christina 
Sypes, natives of North Carolina, who came to 
Perry County, Mo., at a very early day, where the 
father followed the occupation of farming and 
blacksmithing until his death. 
children are living: Eli J., Calvin L., George W., 
Martha and Charles Andrew. 

W. Hz. Sollis, a member of the firm of W. H. 
Sollis & Co., merchants, is one among the first 


Five of their eight 


business men of Paragould, having established his 
business here in July, 1882, when the town was in 
itsinfancy. The firm was changed to its present 
name in March, 1883. Mr. Sollis was born in 
Duplin County, N. C., July 31, 1857, and is a son 
of Luke and Martha (Taylor) Sollis, natives of 
North Carolina, but of French descent. The 
paternal grandfather, Abraham Sollis, was born 
in France, and emigrated to North Carolina at an 
early day. There he passed his last days. Luke 
Sollis was married in North Carolina, and em1- 
erated to Tennessee about 1540, where he fol- 
jowed farming until bis death. The mother also 
died in that State. 
children, only one now living, W. H. Sollis, who 


They were the parents of nine 


is the subject of this sketeh. He was reared and 
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: ! GREENE COUNTY. Hs i 
educated in Gibson County, Tenn., and was John R. Starnes. The growth and prosperity 


attending school when the Civil War broke out. He 
left tne school room to defend his country, en- 
listing in Company D, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, 
in 1861, and served until the close of the war. He 
was at the battles of Belmont, Mo., Britton’s Lane, 
last battle of Corinth, andat West Point. Miss., 
where he was captured and carried to Memphis, 
thence to Alton, and from there to Camp Douglas. 
He was kept a prisoner for sixteen months, and 
experienced many hardships during that time. He 
had two horses shot from under him while in ser- 
vice, but never received the least wound himself. 
At the close of the war he was paroled, after which 
he returned to Tennessee and began speculating in 
cotton. He was turned loose without a dollar and re- 
mained in that condition for one year, when he went 
to Cincinnati and obtained a position in a whole- 
sale clothing house as traveling salesman. He was 
engaged in this for about one year, after which he 
returned home and embarked in merchandising, 
which he continued until January, 1870, when he 
went to Memphis, Tenn., and was here interested in 
the commission business. This he carried on until 
September, 1871, when he was driven out by the 
yellow fever, and again his financial condition was 
ina very low state. He did not despair, but with 
renewed energy started out and was soon on a 
sound footing. He then decided to go to Greene 
County, Ark., and arrived here September 17, 1871. 
He located on a farm he had previously bought, 
and which was all that he had left, engaged in 
farming and this continued until 1852, when he 
resumed merchandising. He was agent for the 
Pomona Nursery of Tennessee for two years, and 
has planted more fruit trees in Greene County 
than any two men in it. He is the owner of 610 
acres of land, with about 100 acres under culti- 
vation, which he improved himself. He was mar- 
ried in March, 1868, to Miss Louisa C. Ferrell, a 
native of Tennessee, and the result of this union is 
one child: Willie, Mrs. 
Sollis is amember of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
Sollis has erected several houses in Paragould, 


wife of John Reeves. 


and completed his brick store in February, 1SS9. 
He is a member of the I. O. O. F. 


of Greene County, Ark., has been upon a scale 
commensurate with the immigration to this region 
in past years, and this prosperity is largely 
due to the members of the agricultural profession, 
prominent among which stands the name of Mr. 
Starnes. He was born in Lauderdale County, 
Tenn., in 1829, and there remained until 1871, 
having been engaged in farming for himself since 
1861. 
Greene County, Ark., and since 1876 has been a 
resident of bis present farm, where he is doing a 


Since the year 1871 he has resided in 


prosperous business, and besides being engaged in 
tilling the soil, gives considerable attention to stock 
raising. He was married in 1861 to Miss Eliza- 
beth Lacey, who was born in Henderson County, 
Tenn., in 1835, and is the mother of three chil- 
dren: Josephus, Marshall and Parlee. My. and 
Mrs. Starnes are members of the Baptist Church, 
of which he is an active supporter, and in his po- 
litical views he is a stanch Republican. His _ par- 
ents, Marshall and Sarah (Golden) Starnes, were 
born in Tennessee and North Carolina, respectively, 
in 1818, and were married on the 6th of Decem- 
ber, 1838. The 
County, Tenn., but when a young man located in 
West Tennessee, on a farm, and there continued to 
make his home until 1871, when he came to Ar- 
kansas, and is now residing in Greene County on 
the farm on which he first settled. He is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as was his 
wife, who died March 21, 1849. They were the 
parents of four children, John R. being the only 
one living. The father took for his second wife 
Parlee Johnson, on the 28th of May, 1851, and 
by her had twelve children, six now living: Mary 
J., Militia E., Martha I*., Moses, Nancy P. and 
The paternal grandfather, Moses Starnes, 


father was reared in Tipton 


James. 
was a Virginian, who became a resident of Tennes- 
see at an early day and died at middle age, having 
reared a large family of children. 

Gis giWi. 


planter and stock raiser by honest labor, and is a 


Stevenson has attained wealth as a 
gentleman who commands the respect and esteem 
of all who know him. He was born in the year 


1831, in Giles County, Tenn., and is the youngest 
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1i4 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. - 
in a family of ten children born to Klem and Lydia Tennessee. He is chaplain in the A. F. & A. M., 
(Payne) Stevenson, both natives of the ‘‘Old and also belongs to the Center Hill Wheel. He 











North State.”’ 
early day moved to Tennessee, locating in Giles 
County, where the father opened up quite an ex- 
tensive farm and was a large slaveholder. He died 
in 1876 at the age of ninety-one years, having 
been a minister of the gospel for sixty-seven years, 
being the oldest one m Middle Tennessee at the 
time of his death. His wife died in 1874 at the 
age of eighty-nine years. 


They were married there and at an 


The paternal grand- 
father was born in Ireland, and was one of the 
early settlers of North Carolina, and a soldier in 
the Revolutionary War. The maternal grand- 
father, also born in the Emerald Isle, was an early 
resident of North Carolina, and was a soldier in 
the Revolutionary War. G. W. Stevenson was 
reared to manhood in Middle Tennessee. and re- 
ceived his education in orest Hill Academy, and 
Giles College, at Pulaski. At the age of twenty- 
one years he began teaching school, and has fol- 
lowed this occupation very successfully up to the 
present time, being also engaged in tilling the 
soil and raising stock. He was married in Lincoln 
County, Tenn., May 29, 1855, to Miss M. J. 
Thorp, who was born in that county, and is a 
daughter of Joel and Elizabeth (Osborne) Thorp, 
who were also Tennesseeans. The father was a 
wealthy planter and died in 1847, still survived 
by the mother. In 1861 Mr. Stevenson enlisted 
in Company A, Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry, and 
was mustered into service at Nashville, afterward 
participating in the battles of Corinth, Iuka, 
Chickamauga, and others of minor importance. 
He served as a scout for some time, and after the 
war returned to Tennessee, emigrating in 1SS+4 to 
Greene County, Ark., where he is now residing on 
a farm of 200 acres, 123 of which are under eulti- 
vation. He is interested in buying. 
raising stock. He is a stanch Democrat in polities, 
and was elected by that party to the office of county 
treasurer, and also to the office of justice of the 
peace. Socially he belongs to the I. O. O. F., 
Paragould Lodge No. 13, of which order he has 
been a member for over forty years, having passed 
all the chairs, and was of West 


selling and 


grand lecturer 





on eee 





and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and are the parents of eight chil- 
dren, five of whom are living: Alice 
(Mrs. Huckabay), (Mrs. Will- 
iam Ernest, Ulpian Baker and Molle Ann Baxter. 
Mr. 


interests for 


Margaret 
Louisa A. Dover), 
Stevenson has been identified with the county’s 
many years, and has always been an 
advocate of churches, schools and temperance. 
He was the first examiner of Greene County. 

J. R. Taylor, ex-editor of the Paragould Press, 
was born in Williamson County, in 1S54, 
He 


in Humphreys County 


Tenn., 
and was left an orphan at two years of age. 
spent his boyhood days 
Tenn., receiving an ordinary common-school Wait: 
cation, and having no means by inheritance, was 
obliged to start out at an early age to support 
himself. He worked for 
and S74 


where he spent five years teaching in the common 


wages on a farm six 


years, in went to West Tennessee, 
schools of Obion, Gibson and Madison Counties. 
He was elected to the Chair in Odd 


Fellow’s College, at Humboldt, but failed to receive 


Academic 


notice of such election in time to accept the position. 
He commenced the newspaper business at Bell's 
Depot in 1880, and published a paper at Dyers- 
burg one year. He was married 
1882, to Miss Lucy White, of Jackson, Tenn., 
and in March, 1883, he moved to Jonesboro, Ark., 

He 


and re- 


in January, 


where he established the Jonesboro Democrat. 
was elected mayor of that city in 1586, 
signed the editorship of the Democrat. Before 
the term of mayor had expired he bought the 
Paragould Press, and moved to Paragould. In De- 
cember, ISS8, he sold the Press to W. A. H. Me- 
Daniel, and established the Greene County Record 
in May, 1889. He State 
senator in 1ISSS, but withdrew from the race in 
favor of Hon. B. H. Crowley, an old citizen and 
politician, it that his age, 


dence and prominence with the people during the 


was a candidate for 


appearing long resi- 


made him a_ probably 
Mr. 


the senate judiciary 


war, and just afterward, 
of 


served as 


the Demoeratie party. 
clerk of 
last legislature, 


stronger leader 
Taylor 


coinmmittee of the and reported 
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senate proceedings for the Daily Gazette. He is 
a practical printer and journalist, and a stanch 
Democrat, but the unflinching foe of monopoly. 
He read law but has never entered the practice. 
Having consolidated the Record with the Press, 
he is now exclusively in the line of book and job 
printing, having the only exclusive job printing 
establishment in Northeast Arkansas. 

James S. Tenisson, a prominent citizen and 
farmer of Greene County, Ark., was born in 
Warren County, Tenn., in 1826, and is the son of 
Abraham Tenisson, a native of Rowan County, 
N. C. 
to 1800, when he returned to his home in Missis- 


His grandfather was a seaman from 1780 
sippi, where he died in 1847. His father was a 
highly respected farmer and_ stock raiser, and 
He died in 18dS. 


James S. was educated in Tennessee, receiving all 
oD 


dealt extensively in mules. 
the advantages the county afforded. He came to 
this State in 1850, and now owns 120 acres of 
He is the father of ten 
children, seven of whom are living, and six of 
these are married and have families. Five of them 
live in this township, and one is a leading merchant 
of Coquille City, Cove County, Ore. Thomas F. 
was born August 10, 1854; John H., May 12, 
1859; Elizabeth, April 26, 1862; George M.. 
March 12, 1865; Martha, August 21, 1867; Julia 
A., January 2, 1870, and Albert N., February 18, 
1875.  Albertis still at home and assists his father 
in cultivating the farm. 


good land and fine stock. 


Mr. Tenisson has been 
for six years justice of the peace of Salem Town- 
ship. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
having held all of the offices from worshipful 
master Both he and his wife are 
members of the Methodist Church, and are liberal 
in their support of all praiseworthy enterprises. 

W. F. Thompson. 
of the most fertile counties in the State, and in 


to warden. 


Greene County, Ark., is one 


this highly productive region Mr. Thompson. has 
resided since 1859, becoming well and favorably 
known, for he commenced life a poor boy and is 
now one of the well-to-do citizens of the county. 
He was born in Giles County, Tenn., in 1832, and 
was the second of six children born to John and 
Lucey (Meeler) Thompson, who were natives respect: 





ively of Tennessee and Virginia. They were 
married in the former State, and there the father 
was engaged in wagon making and blacksmithing 
until his death, which occurred in 1841. His wife 


Her 


father was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and 


survived him many years and died in 1875. 


entered the service at the early age of thirteen 
years. W. F. Thompson has been familiar with 
farming from boyhood, and received his education 
in the district schools of Tennessee. After the 
death of his father the most of the farm work 
devolved upon him, and at the age of nineteen 
years he began tilling the soil for himself. When 
twenty years old he went to Pope County, IIL, 
where he was engaged in farming for about seven 
years, moving in 185S to Arkansas, and the follow- 
ing year to Greene County, where he entered a 
tract of 160 acres, and opened up and cleared 
about eighty acres of land. He erected thereon a 
small log cabin, but built twice afterward, and in 
1882 put up a large frame house and set out an 
orchard. He has divided his land, and now owns 
eighty acres, all of which, however, is under cul- 
tivation. He was married in Greene County, Ark., 
in December, 1858, to Miss Millie T. Hollerman, 
of North Carolina, and a daughter of John and 
Millie (Hartso) Hollerman, who moved from their 
native State to Greene County, Ark., in 1855, both 
of them now being deceased. Mr. Thompson has 
resided on his present farm ever since his marriage. 
He 
is a member of the Union Labor party, but is not 


He assisted in organizing Clay County, Ark. 
a seeker after office. In 1862 he enlisted in Com- 
pany D, First Arkansas Battery, and went into 
service at Pocahontas, being second heutenant of 
his company. He was at Fort Farmington, Miss., 


and received his discharge at Tupelo in 1863, after 
which he returned to Greene County, Ark. In 


1865 he went into a cavalry company and seryed 


until the close of the war, later on returning 


to the farm. He is a member of the Agricultural 
Wheel, and he and wife are members of the Baptist 
Church. 
William Orin. who died in 1873, at the age of 
Sidney 


Six of their nine children are living: 


fourteen years; Thomas, whois married 


and resides in Greene County; Eliza Jane, wife of 

















- = i 1 al) ’ lates 
yi 7 D 
Pp - ; a : , i 
RNP MARRS ER ETS OER” ER bao eT as we et = 
7 2m 
vac se. | 
n weemaneL Jo oyfavi “eb akh si whet ot oA venil 
reat Wy; lh wrod Len ete seer) aati Broke yi Eyintes etl mortarent bets apetenpecp,, Ia 


(Wlivtedtat fii Ss GORD in gt Begeyis, ann! 


‘|i an ) oan rieney wf ig ti Whi alil iti 


iW? ae 0 One0 shee VoNoranig hevirirs 
epionliedah eal at sould & ana satin 

‘| pat ‘ i My if bere ting 

: i fy ok wy, 
i ij al yall ! Tie 
u ae ' j iWy- its) : ri 
ii iT aig od ii th ait sit weit 4 thitieds 
Jia gh H hak wad Resets date towel) 

ileus i tite PETIT, wisxeuel aapl ou 

ii ’ j ‘T it in rer rik Wsko wht { (enw 
Haves Feely te! wouter) ot Nepyans ei id iedy 
v/ uch yal? Farlas naive te od | ite uA hws a) tlhe f 

favi au) ria edo) | aati t? hil Eieyy wa : 

} | WE i ot Le fe hilt rar OV] he Pani 
ret) Pye will bul jo xo i itiyes {titel 

iit lir H LAS ‘ A Hign ri Piel ig tyt9| ii : il: 
; fini mon oui) yatal B qin deep Ue?! 
eid Mer Veli batty ‘ tel «tel bohiivth Aid oH Forpideess 
fii “alana e rovounud aisuly to Th PEI FT lak 
fod, oolaviee’® muse wo bearing ob nullued 
Ooh oe t ree anil od BAT twihiersvesl i 
big 1d qatduih 2 bi alow: alte Fo 
i t fous vila Ae reafickh toatl ate 
isi ut YP ouis ale) ceria woepe? ot ninth iti 
tell Vy lt } 200) hy ied YOu fitali ja 
Qed i Sai ee Septet du earrey stuf eve fe Hhreo 
4 HOF.) dnt gah site Al badsieen oH 


cern wdad sot t Pi forwaclitiae  33 
bs M\ehiy mf Se oh Tlitttie Geaie 
oh ede by ieigath tend 1 a5as 


Tip eae G 


ISFilic 
; i 


i SCRA 1410998 wuisd janieGdAse J 69l/ iu) 

-- Vo seniittate hot ts en ALL r"piasicpisios rid 
rath eT Mt alu T 45 nuictellogehs ain b- sViewioy Frias: 
al «alt/ SEG) Pas he Detter lyfe aby 


rte Tuts Yonge qile ao nh Otmpediedy ait COT 
sa yiit wil OG, a, edi fifan 
Lentini dk odd Lo aedeiseity yal a has 
a 1) 1G etehinged or Ghnw Vialak id Bre Piast ff 
arial om aethiids onte Trt Yeomte © alowid?) 
wl! oo VAT nb heii nly Rest) ciel 
Deter” etogethy, sll i , rite 


Tu ti nil ay es taro!) ar ay bow 


iyaawey th 


att 


bit myzi 


Mw aoe) soni dis fing Z. speastla 
tlh ried te Papel, waitin +6 - Bk 
Ok yasunacto DA eset. é Sy Bia ne 




























































































Loiparieut al gayitlyating lly deed, 
an Tar) ld, bewedie tent eo dod wal! 
aL oT iy bein ih nts or tabiloanam, a 
ot Praase Aobd ry oul ot 4) vleviegioanes wou a 
iatFtaey, de] svfsiiews siao add syrtvend jy 
jasuillrot at diseneentbe 
1S Diyos paemeape'D, J a 
ath an Sto epee Ter 
Tar ea aitt et fiyiy 2840 ai stall ete | 
iio awe Jigeaine’t onad 
art acto Pasuive ew tadashi bang athe 
ilk as author atl ust Lesvasstet ond colin wae 
Ganw Pay oH | Te ai belfry ad reset 
Liga vsoiite dots bop hetuaindl ‘boieqeaty 
sith od Many 12 iva WE aulmen ai yvlowiwiel 
iti yolviaeg yaaseomiie LT ai Sis aks any. 
of OTD. GEE diufoin' iy ues od? soya 
in PLO Ob : LO wout how OGLE ai ada 
ul TO eit} yt ard al vee Suit bas 
io ate Fare, aaisirii ria aod \lo nares. 
ado ved Hei fign arena bets horramen s 
Yai vi vi vil noiiwol 1 eho diver gia arvweiat oie i 


ahead! 
ine yi 


A ry 1 


“tla i 


© sandal, gd, (ytaneD aro) ota valfingy 
“Lf galt  mfob shee) JM deuped ano 


aod NE Tk etree Finis enews On Litto ed ted « 
pas Baal Aes od, , gael oft, yet vill a 
GRa'T resist pe thy sont wy a4it to subtanefeaey: zit, 
a i af Ge 
work, emo tt. doo Up. filigehogy 
Sri eye eit bas od bt shia, ‘ot. 4 
lego) on8 fine ownl’) tered ott dom 
Aaacuatne a iM bemectnig - The We, ougare 9 
salto ef Ah, ‘BuyseHaniane tS a, we il 

i Dep ota aft ai 73 MOS 9 hy deat. 
sats momsolT A weiner ovttoubvoieg vlads 
darian} fanes Huw getenioad. CGR. gem, 
ai hip qual Toyty a. a Loanapaos af, toby 
- STU mls” Ka vaesitin thos faq wilt to 
Nira Steg iy Ane, “ET 40k gi erro ro 
Nese inetd dof rn ideas SNe 
Pac oti 


pot) Mba EL hy, das 4 


ine y 
hee SIO 






























Elijah Gotf, died on the 23d of February, 1883, 
at the age of eighteen years; John Wesley, mar- 
ried and residing in the county; Sebell (Mrs. De- 
Moss), resides in Friendship Township: Mary 
Angeline (Mrs. Burgess), resides in Lake Township; 
Emma Elizabeth (Mrs. Peyton), residing on the 
home farm; Lucy, who died in infaney, and Nar- 
cissus at home. Mr. Thompson is rearing a boy, 
named George Thompson. 

Rev. J. T. Thompson, a prominent merchant 
of Marmaduke, and one of the representative 
men of the county, was born near Jackson, West 
Tenn., January 27, 1833, and is of English par- 
entage. 
tive of North Carolina, in that State growing to 
manhood, aud was there married to Miss Lydia Ter- 
rell. 


also carried on the blacksmith trade for many 


His father, James Thompson, was a na- 


He followed the occupation of a farmer, but 
years. In 1825 he moved to Tennessee, and there 
lost his wife, when their son, J. T., was seven 
months old. The latter attained his growth in 
Tennessee, attending the common country schools, 
and at the age of nineteen years was united in 
marriage to Miss Mary J. Worrell, who bore him 
eight children, seven of whom are now living: 
James F., married and engaged in the marble 
business at Helena, Ark.: J. P., a carpenter by 
trade, living in West Tennessee, is married and 
has one child; J. J., a carpenter at Marmaduke, is 
married and ‘has one child; Albert Sidney was a 
carpenter by trade, who. while occupied at his 
work on a house in Rector, in 1887, fell and was so 
injured that he died a few days later; Mary T. is 
at home; Sarah A. married Joseph Conger, of 
Greene County, and is now living on a farm near 
Marmaduke; Susan E. is at home and so also is 
William H. Mr. Thompson enlisted in the Fifty- 
first Confederate Tennessee Regiment, in Novem- 
ber, 1861, at Jackson, Tenn., and was in serv- 
ice in that State, Alabama and Mississippi. His 
regiment was captured at Fort Donelson, but he 
sueceeded in making his escape on a steamboat up 
the Tennessee River. His regiment was reorganized 
at Corinth in the March following, and then in May 
he was sent home on sick furlough. Having suf- 
ficiently recovered by August of the same vear, he 





HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 


enlisted in the Fourteenth Tennessee Cavalry, in 
Gen. Forrest’s command, and took part in his 
campaigns through 
Alabama, in 1865. 


Mississippi, Tennessee and 
He was detached from his 
command in December, and never returned to his 
regiment until after the close of the war, and so 
was never discharged. After the war he returned 
to Jackson, Tenn., remained there for some time, 
and then was in Denmark for about four years. 
He moved to Arkansas in 1870, settling within two 
miles of. Marmaduke, where he followed farming 
until 1888, and then bought out the drug firm of 
Since then 

For his 
second wife Mr. Thompson chose Mrs. Martha A. 


Huckabay & Moore, in Marmaduke. 
he has added dry goods, notions, ete. 


Brand, and four children have been the result of 
this union: Robert Lee, Rosa B., Beuna C. 
(‘Dot ’’) and an infant, Charles C. Mr. Thomp- 
son is thoroughly identified with all public enter- 
prises, and a liberal contributor to the same. He 
was licensed to preach in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, in 1574, and has since ministered 
to the spiritual wants of his fellow men in that 
church. He is a member of the Masonic frater- 
nity, Blue Lodge, in which he has tilled all the 
Mrs. Thompson and most of the children 
are also members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 

Rey. David Thorne, an extensive farmer and 


chairs. 


fruit-grower, of Greene Connty, Ark., was born in 
Edgecombe County, N. C., in 1828S. 
(Dawes) Thorne, were of 


His parents, 
Thomas and Morning 
English descent, and were also born in the **Old 
North State,’’ 
1781. while Gen. Cornwallis was encamped within 
seven miles of the scene. He emigrated to Madi- 
son County, Tenn., in 1831, located, and became 


the former’s birth oceurring in 


an extensive farmer, and owned slaves, departing 
He and his 


life-partner lived together nearly fifty-five years. 


this life in his eighty-second vear. 


raising to maturity eleven children, and losing one 
in infaney. His father, Nicholas Thorne, 
ing to family tradition, was born in North Caro- 
about 1730 or 1740. His father, 


Thorne, was born in England, about the vear 1700 


aceord- 
Riehard 


lina 


or 1710, and came to America, perhaps, about the 
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ferred to heretofore, which Hardeman County be- 








wagon shop, which he managed with farming for 
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r 
year 1710 or 1720, serving an apprenticeship stowed, was the gift, in marriage, of one of her | 
in Charleston, S. C. His son, Nicholas Thorne, best daughters. in the person of Miss Mary A. 
was a farmer, and participated in the Revolution- _ Toone, who was a daughter of James Toone, Sr. | 
ary War, on the side of the colonies. David James Toone, Sr., was one of the pioneer settlers 
Thorne, the subject of this sketch, attained his of West Tennessee, and Hardeman County was his 
majority in Madison County, Tenn., and received adopted home. Before the late war he was one of 
his education in the common schools and the acad-' the leading farmers, owning large slave property. 
emy at Denmark, Madison County, Tenn., his | The marriage partnership entered into in June, 
instructor-in-chief being Dr. William L. Slack, | 1857, by Mr. and Mrs. Thorne, has culminated in 
now of Friar’s Point, Miss. While a resident of quite a family, nameiy: James L., Thomas L. B., 
Hardeman County, Tenn., in the year 1859-60, he William H., David C. and Wiley, five sons: and 
was elected presiding justice of the county and = Mary F. B., Jinie B.. Ida R. and Allis E., four 
probate court, which position was held two or daughters; all have made the Christian profession, 
three terms, and was much esteemed by him; and the whole family are members of the same 
indeed, with one exception, that honor was held chureh—truly a Baptist family. 
par excellence among many favors conferred by the John C. Tredaway is one of the ayia 
grand old county of Hardeman, because it was farmers of Union Township, and one ct its oldest 
bestowed gratuitously and without solicitation. settlers. He was born in Pendleton District. S. 
Emigrating to Greene County in 1871, three years C., in 1812, and is a son of Richard and Nancy 
after, in 1874, he was prevailed upon, by strong (Smith) Tredaway, who were born in Georgia and 
and urgent solicitation, to become a candidate for | South Carolina, the former’s birth occurring in 
the constitutional convention, making the race be- 1787. He grew to manhood in his native State, 
fore the people in competition with Hons. L. L. | was married in South Carolina, and after residing 
Mack and B. H. Crowley, and was beaten by only in Tennessee for about ten years, returned to 
fifteen votes, by Mr. Crowley. He was afterward Georgia, where he was engaged in farming until 
elected county and probate judge, and served one his death in 1851. His wife was born in 17%4 
term. Having been reared by pions and religious and died in 1871, and both were members of the 
parents, he naturally felt an interest in Christi- | Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Of their ten 
anity, and for nearly forty years has had member- children, eight lived to be grown. and seven are 
ship in a Missionary Baptist Chureh, and since living at the present time. The maternal grand- 
1868 has been engaged i the ministry. Before father came from Europe with two brothers and 
closing this sketch it is proper to say, that Mr. | settled in Georgia, but it is not known where the 
Thorne attributes everything pertaining to what others settled. He was a farmer, and lived and 
he is and has enjoyed, as respects morals and re- died in the state of his adoption, his death oceur- 
ligion, to parental training and early impressions | ring when between sixty and seventy years of age. 
made by Christian parents in their work in the | His wife lived to be nearly 100 years old, and also 
family nursery; and, in justice to them, whatever died in Georgia. She was an earnest member of 
may have been accomplished in the way of good— _ the Baptist Church. To them were born five chil- 
yea. even the hope of Heaven, under the blessings dren, the father of our subject being the eldest. 
of God—all is dedicated in memory to the Christ- . John C. Tredaway, who was the second of his par 
ian influence of loved parents that have laid their ents’ children, grew to manhood in East Tennessee. 
armor by. The subject of this sketch is sharing | At the age of twenty-one years he commenced for 
the income of a good farm. and is taking a warm himself, engaging in the shoemaker’s trade, and | 
interest in fruit-growing, for which this section followed this occupation in connection with farm- 
seems well adapted. The crowning blessing, re- | ing until he went to Georgia, when he opened ¢ zal 
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HISTORY OF 


ARKANSAS. 





eight years. In 1856 he came to Arkansas and 
located on a farm on Crowley's Ridge in Clay 
County, where he remained for about sixteen 
years, subsequently spending three years in Boone 
County, Ark. Here his wife died on the 12th of 
November, 1872, her birth occurring in South 
Carolina November 6, 1505, 
being Rebecca Chapman. 


her maiden name 
They were married 
August 21, 1834, and became the parents of ten 
children, four of whom are alive. The names of 
the children are: John W., who died in Tennessee; 
Asbury F., who first joined the Confederate army, 
and later, on account of his wife, joined the Union 
forces, went South, and as he was never after- 
ward heard from, was supposed to have been 
killed; Francis M., who served in the Confeder- 
ate army and died in Mississippi, being buried 
there with 10,000 other soldiers; William B., also 
a Confederate soldier, was taken sick and died 
somewhere in the South; James R:, who sickened 
and died in Greene County, and was buried at 
Oak Bluff; Nancy E., wife of William Wagner, 
residing in Clay County, Ark.: Sidney 8., a resi- 
dent of Clay County: Sarah A., wife of Benjamin 
Copeland, of Clay County; Mary A., wife of Buck 
Fain, of Boone County, Ark., and an infant not 
named. Mr. Tredaway was married a second time 
to Amanda Fielder, who was 
County, Tenm, in 1840. To them six children 
have been born: Thomas F., John W. W., Edward 
S., Mary and Martha (twins), and an infant that 
died in childhood, not named. Mr. Tredaway and 
wife Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, the latter having been a professed 
Christian for fifty-eight years, and an active work- 
He is a member of the A. F. & 
A. M., and in his political views is a Democrat. 
Henry S. Trice, treasurer of Greene County, 
and undertaker, was born in Craighead County, 
Ark., November 9), 1853, and is the son of Samuel 
T. and Sarah H. (Smith) Trice, both of whom 
were natives of Bedford County, Tenn. 


born in Hickman 


are wembers of the 


er in the church. 


The par- 
ents emigrated to Craighead County, Ark., in 1853, 
and located on a farm eight miles north of Jones- 
boro. The father was one of the early settlers of 


that county, improved a good farm there, and 





attended to farming until his death, which oc- 
eurred at his home, in August. 1861. He was 
county and probate judge of Craighead County 
when he died, and was a very prominent citizen. 
He was also for many years justice of the peace. 
The mother now resides in Jonesboro, They were 
the parents of six children, four of whom are now 
Joseph H., Henry 8., Andrew J. and Sa- 
rah T. (wife of Franklin Lane). S. Trice 
assisted his mother on the farm to make a hard- 


living: 


Henry 


earned living, and received his education in Craig- 
head County. 
when he moved to Paragould, Greene County, and 
in the fall of 1886 established the undertaker’s 


He followed farming until 1SS5, 
=) 


He was 
elected county treasurer of Greene County in 1856, 
and re-elected in 1588S, thus illustrating his popu- 
larity. 


business, which he has since carried on. 


He was married in 1873 to Miss Margaret 
A. Gamble, a native of Bedford County, Tenn., 
and the fruits of this union are five children: 
Ada P., William F., Joseph T., Mary E. and Sarah 
V. My. and Mrs. Trice are members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and be is a member of the 
KyoLeP: 

William H. Walden, who is not only one of the 
substantial farmers of the county, but also re- 
spected and esteemed for his many good aualities, 
was born near Lexington, Ky., in iS40, and is the 
son of Coleman and Melyina (McKinney) Walden, 
The father was 
a farmer by occupation? and died in 1878S at the 


both natives, also, of Kentucky. 


age of fifty-tive years. He had been twice mar- 
ried; first. in 1839, to Miss McKinsey, who died 
in 1846, leaving one child, William Walden. Mr. 
Walden 
Louisa J. Price. a native of Kentucky. 


his second wife Miss 
The fol- 
lowing children were the result of the second un- 


then selected for 


ion:- John, Mollie, Elizabeth, Alice (deceased in 
infaney), Joshua L. (died when grown), George W., 
Mattie C. William 
with his parents to Haywood County, Tenn., in 
1542, 1878, 


came to Arkansas and located on his present farm, 


and Emma. Walden moved 


and there remained until when he 


which he eultivates, but also, im connection, is en- 
When the war 


broke out Mr. Walden enlisted in the Confederate 


gaged in running a cotton-gin. 
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i | army, but was rejected on account of a crippled profession. In 1560 he went to Greensbero, Craig- 
; | foot. During the latter part of the war, however, head County, remained there six months and then 
{ _ he enlisted and was wounded at the Battle of returned home, where he practiced until 186, 
f | Perryville, Ky. He was color-bearer of the Ninth when he came to Paragould. Here he has since 
| Tennessee Regiment, Cheatham’s division, and continued to follow his profession. In March, 1889, 
| after receiving his wound he was taken to a hos- he was elected president of the Bank of Paragould, 
pital, where he remained about three weeks, fol- which position he now occupies. He is also 
lowing which he was taken to Danville, Ky., and president of the Building and Loan Association, 























there remained until able to go home. He was 
married to Miss Hattie T. Martin, a native of 
Haywood County, Tenn., born in 1841, who died 
April 17, 1886, in full communion with the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. Seven children were 
born to this union, all living: Edward C., (who 
married Mattie Russell and lives near the home 
place), John R. L., James B., Rosa Lee (wife 
of J. P. Hampton), Freddie, Walter B. and Jes- 
sie T. 
to Mrs. Mollie Bowler, nee Eiberhard, a native 
of New Orleans, who had previously married Eras- 
mus Bowler, who died April 7, 1856. Mr. Wal- 
den affiliates with the Democratic party in his 


Mr. Walden was married the second time 


political views. 

Dr. Calvin Wall, president of the Bank of 
Paragould, and physician, was born in Spartanburg 
District, S. C., October 12, 1824, and isthe son of 
Zachariah and Oney (Clement) Wall, the father a 
native of Wilkes County, N. C., and the mother of 
South Carolina. The parents were married in South 
Carolina and remained there until their deaths, 
the father devoting himself to agricultural pur- 
suits. Their family consisted of ten children, 
only one now living, Dr. Calvin Wall. He was 
reared and educated in South Carolina, assisted 
on the farm until nineteen years of age, and then 
taught school until twenty-six years old, when 
he began the study of medicine. He graduated at 
the Medical University of Lexington, Ky., in 1554, 
and in July of the same year began practicing 
in Polk County, N. C., where he remained until 
the latter part of 1857. Hethen returned to the 
homestead in South Carolina, where he stayed un- 
til February 7, 1859, when he started for Greene 
County, Ark., coming through on horseback and 
He located at 
Gainesville and entered upon the practice of his 


arriving March 26, of that year. 


served two terms as county treasurer while living 
at Gainesville, and has been notary public for over 
twelve years. He owns several thousand acres 
of land in the county, with about 200 acres under 
cultivation. He was married March 13, 1860, to 
Miss Emily A. Gentry, a native of Tennessee, and 
to them have been born six children: Ona J., 
wife of Dr. Kitchen: Elmer S8., wife of W. S. 
B)lis; Melvin C., Ethel M., Arthur G. and Ernest 
N. Mr. and Mrs. Wall are members of the Bap- 
tist Church. 
Fraternity, also belongs to the I. QO. O. F., and is 
one of the oldest physicians. in point of residence, 


He is a member of the Masonic 


in the county. 

Rev. David B. Warren, a local minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Cherch, South, residing four 
miles south of Gainesville, Ark., was born in Giles 
County, Tenn., October 3, 1827, and is the fourth 
son of John B. and Rachael (Hunt) Warren, who 
were born near Petersburg, N. C., the former 
February 27, 1796, and the latter November 24, 
L797. 
and about 1824 removed to Middle Tennessee, set- 


They were married about the year iS1i, 
tling in Giles County. He was a farmer, and a 
part of his life worked at the blacksmith’s trade, 
but gave up both occupations several years before 
uis death owing to the failure in his eye-sight, anc 
his deat! g to the failu his eye-sight 1 
the last five years of his life he was entirely blind. 
He was a worthy, good citizen, and in politics was 
He took no part in the late 
boi. 


an old line Whig. 
Civil War, but was a soldier in the War of 
His wife was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 
he died February 25, 1S84, within only four days 


They both lived to a ripe old age: 


of being eighty-eight, and she died in March, 
1885, wanting only a few months of being also 
nine children, 


eighty-eight. To them were born 


all of whom lived to mature age: Henry J. (who 
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died in 1882), Sarah J. L. (deceased), James A., 
Joseph A., David B., Mary F., Louisa E., Elmina 
M. (deceased) and William W. Rev. David B. 
Warren received a very meager education in the 
old field schools of that day, but after he attained 
the age of twenty-two attended better schools 
away from home. In 1850 he taught his first 
session of three months, being employed by three 
of his neighbors for $25 (which was only $8} per 
month). But this small beginning was sufficient 
more than twenty years—six in Tennessee, and 
more than fourteen in Arkansas—his labors were 


crowned with great success, and many of the most | 
useful and influential men and women in the com- 


munities where he taught in both States were his 
pupils in their youth, and received instruction at 
his hands. In 1854 he made a profession of 


religion, and two years later was licensed to preach, 


and has been a local minister of the Methodist | 


Episcopal Church, South, ever since. In 1570 and 
1871 he was in charge of the Greensboro circuit as 
a supply. He has been instrumental in doing 
much good, both as a teacher and a preacher, and 
has performed more marriage ceremonies and 
preached more funeral sermons than almost any 
other preacher in Northeast Arkansas. In 18582 
he was a lay delegate from the White River con- 
ference to the General conference of the Southern 
Methodist Church, which met in Nashville, Tenn., 
and faithfully represented his constituents in that 
highest and only legislative body of the church. 
He was ordained a deacon by Bishop Marvin, in 
1867, and an elder by Bishop Kavanaugh, in 1877, 
and worthily honors the church in the faithful 
discharge of the duties of these important offices. 
He was married March 4, 1855, to Miss Lucy J. 
Ford, who was born in Giles County, Tenn., 
March 26, 1834, where she grew to maturity and 
was married. T ive of the eight children born to 
them are still living: Alice, wife of J. W. New- 
berry; Ezra, married and living near the old home 
place; Ida, wife of G. W. Walden, also residing 
near the home place; Osmer, who died November 
11, 1883, aged twenty-one years; Mackey, who 
died February 11, 1582, aged eighteen years: 


| perity and happiness of the people. 


Clara, who died December 2, 1871, aged five years: 
Minnie and Albert, who still remain under the 
parental roof. 
farm of about 100 acres in cultivation, and a neat, 
comfortable home, and is much beloved and highly 


Mr. Warren has a splendid little 


respected for his sterling integrity as a citizen and 
as a Christian gentleman. He is a distinguished 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and has served 


in several important positions in a local sphere, 


_ and is now (1889) serving his second year as grand 
to demonstrate his worth as a teacher, and for | 


lecturer of the State. He takes a lively interest 


' in the work and lectures of this ancient and honor- 


able institution, and travels extensively in the dis- 


charge of the duties of his high office. He is also 


| an uncompromising advocate of temperance, and 


is opposed to the liquor traffic in all its forms, be- 


_jieving it to be the greatest enemy to the pros- 


In November, 
1872, he was elected clerk of his county, to which 
position he was re-elected for ten years in succes- 
siou, and served his people with fidelity and marked 
ability, performing the intricate and complicated 
duties of the office with satisfaction to the people, 
and in 1882 he voluntarily retired to private hfe, 
followed by the good wishes and benedictions of 
all the people, and has well earned their universal 
plaudit, ‘‘ Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant.”’ 

John E. Watson, father stockman of 
Greene County, Ark., was born in Lawrence Dis- 
trict, S. C., July 25, 1841, and is a son of Till- 


and 


/man and Sarah (Pape) Watson, who were also 


born in that State. The father was a Democrat, 


'afarmer, and he and his wife were members of 


the Baptist Church. South 
Carolina to Alabama in 1842, remained there un- 
til 1869, and the year following the father’s death, 
which occurred in 1875, the 


They moved from 


mother came to 
Greene County, Ark., where she is still residing. 
The following are their children: William F., 
James H., Martha M., J. E.. Sarah J., Elizabeth, 
Israel, and Louis J., who died when five years of 
age. William F. is a farmer of West Tennessee, 
and he and John E. are the only ones of the family 
living at the present time. The latter began an 


independent career at the age of twenty years, 
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and enlisted in Company D, Twenty-second Ala- 
bama (Day’s) Regiment, and Bragg’s division, of 
| the Army of the Tennessee, and was in the battles 
of Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge 
and Atlanta. 
3d of August, 1864, and was kept in prison at 
Camp Chase, Ohio, until the 18th of March, 1865, 


parole term had expired the war was ended. 
his return to Alabama he engaged in farming with 


Miss Martha P. Greenway, a daughter of Thomas 
and Olive Greenway, natives of Georgia, the fa- 
Mr. and Mrs. Wat- 
| son became the parents of five children: Lugenia 
(Turner), of Greene County, Ark.; 


ther a farmer by occupation. 


Laura S. 





James F., deceased. Mr. Watson’s second mar- 
riage was to a Miss Smith, in July, 1S80, and by 
her he has one child, Milton. 
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erly’s name holds a prominent place. He was 


_ born in Madison County, Tenn., in 1534. and is 


He was captured at Atlanta on the | 


his father, and in August, 1865, was married to | 


| ried soon 
when he was released on parole, but before the | 
After | 


a son of Wright M. and Ann (Bryant) Weath- 
erly, who were born in North Carolina and Ten- 
nessee, in 1805 and 1808, respectively. The father 
came to Tennessee in 1826, where he was mar- 
in 


and then located 


County, where he 


Madison 
remained until 1881, 


after, 
after 
which he moved to Arkansas, and here died, in 
January, 1888. 


lost his property. He was a Democrat in poli- 


| ties, was very active in supporting schools and 


_ churches, and in early life was a Whig in poli- 


_ tics, afterward becoming a Democrat. 


His wife 


_ was also a member of the Baptist Church, and 


(Tatum), John H., living, and Mary Lee and | 


| and three 
This wife died in | 


November, 1885, and in January, 1886, he mar- | 


ried his third wife, Mrs. Catherine C. (Lender- 
man) Hyde. 
son, William Tell. After his first marriage Mr. 
Watson lived one year in Alabama, then removing 
to West Tennessee, where he was engaged in 


has been a successful tiller of the soil in Greene 
County, Ark., his first purchase being 120 acres. 


which are in the place he now owns. His farm con- 
sists of 140 acres of very finely improved land, and 
the most of this he devotes to cotton, though also 
giving attention to other crops. 
ested in stock breeding. 


He is also inter- 
He is an independent 
Democrat in politics, and he and wife are mem- 
bers of the Christian Church. 
the mother of tive children by her first husband: 
Christiana E., wife of D. C. Smith, a 
residing with Mr. Watson; John Thomas, Edward, 
Jasper E. and Walter, all living with their mother 
and step-father. 

William M. Weatherly. In the series of names 


farmer 


; which have made Greene County one of the most 





Vanda 
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ell 


can 


in February, 1586, mourned by 
knew her. 


who 
They were the parents of nine sons 
John T. (killed at the 
battle of Missionary Ridge), James (killed at the 
battle of Franklin), Thomas, Robert, William. 


daughters: 


' Houston S., Rufus A., Richard T., Alexander. 


To this last union has been born a | 


Wright, Elizabeth C.. Mary and Nancy A. Will- 
iam M. Weatherly attained his majority in Mad- 


_ison County, and commenced doing for himself 
_in 1855, clerking in a dry goods store in Den- 
farming until the fall of 1869, since which time he | 





_and was relieved from duty for two weeks. 


mark one year. He ther married and commenced 


farming in Madison County, continuing two years, 


| and spent the following three years as overseei” 
Five years later he traded this farm, which he had | 
improved somewhat, for other land, forty acres of | 


of a large plantation in that State. In 1863 he 
enlisted in Company C, Fourteenth Regiment of 


| Cavalry, commanded by Capt. Voss, and was at 
| the battles of Franklin and Memphis. 
| wounded at a little fight in Haywood County, 


He was 


At 


He was a successful farmer up | 
to the time of the war, but during that time 
the time of the surrender he was at Gainesville, 


| Ala., and returned home, where he farmed until 


His wife became | 


populous and prosperous of the State, Mr. Weath- | 


1877, then coming to his present farm in Greene 
County, Ark. On the 26th of January, 1873, 
he was married to Ann Rievely, who was born 
in Madison County, Tenn., in 1835, and by her 
Molhte B. 
(who died in infaney), James William (who attend- 


beeame the father of three children: 


ed school in Denmark, Tenn., and at Austin, Ark., 
and has been a teacher of ten years’ standing, and 


is now drumming for a St. Lonis grocery and pro- | | 
| 
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vision company), and Robert H. (who is a farmer 
of Greene County, is married and the father of 
two children). Mr. and Mrs. Weatherly are mem- 
bers of the Baptist Church, and he has been a 
member of the A. F. & A. M. since 1873. He bas 
always supported the principles of the Democratic 
party. He and wife are rearing a little girl by the 
name of Ida Davis. 

S. H. Weatherly, a planter. of Friendship 
Township, was born in Madison County, Tenn., in 
1837, being a son of Wright and Ann (Bryant) 
Weatherly, the father a native of North Carolina, 
and the mother of Middle Tennessee. 
married and resided in the latter State until 1881, 


They were 


when they disposed of their large farm, and came 
to Greene County, Ark., and made their home with 
our subject until their respective deaths, in 1882 
and 1885. S. H. Weatherly assisted in clearing 
the home farm in Tennessee, attended the common 
schools, and, while still a resident of that State, 
began doing for himself. 
ison County, Tenn., in 1867, to Miss Ann Valen- 
tine, a daughter of William and Charity Valentine, 
who came originally from North Carolina and set- 
tled in Tennessee. They were agriculturalists, 
and the father died in his adopted State. The 
mother came to Greene County, Ark., in 1867, 


He was married in Maad- 


and is now residing in Friendship Township, being 
the widow of William Burton. Mr. Weatherly re- 
mained one year in Tennessee after his marriage, 
and in 1867 came to Greene County, Ark., where 
he bought a farm of 240 acres, only ten of which 
were under cultivation. 
acres more to his land, and has 100 acres under 


He has since added 360 


cultivation, on which are a good residence and 
orchard. 
hay. He votes with the Democratic party, and has 


He makes a specialty of raising corn and 


ever taken an interest in the political affairs of 
the county. He and wife are members of the Bap- 
tist Church, and are the parents of a family of 
seven children, six of whom are living: Texanna 
(Mrs. David “ Falkner), Mosella, Eldredge M., 
Florence Ethel, Egbert Eugene and Cornelia A. 
Mr. Weatherly has done a large share in develop- 
ing the county, and has always taken an active 
interest in enterprises tending to benefit the same. 


While in Tennessee he joined Company G, Sixth 
Tennessee Infantry, Confederate States Army,- 
aud was mustered in at Jackson, Tenno., April 22, 
1861, and was at Missionary Ridge, Franklin, Mur- 
freesboro, Atlanta, and was discharged at Browns. 
ville, Tenn. 

Andrew Webb, an enterprising tiller of the soil, 
of Greene County, Ark., and postmaster of Bethel, 
was born in the State of Tennessee, in 1824, and 
is the fourth of nine children born to James and 
Monnima (Crisp) Webb, who were natives of North 
and South Carolina, respectively. The father fol- 
lowed farming on an extensive scale, and was a 
soldier in the War of 1812, being with Jackson at 
the battle of New Orleans. He died in Tennes- 
see, where he had made his home for many vears, 
in 1866, at the age of seventy-six years, followed 
by his wife in 1867. Andrew Webb resided on a 
farm in Tennessee, and when twenty-one years of 
age purchased a farm, and began doing for him- 
self. He was married about this time to Miss 
Winnie C. Coburn, a native of Alabama, and re- 
mained in the State of Tennessee engaged in in- 
proving his farm, until 1858, when he sold out 
and came to Greene County, Ark., where he bought 
a tract of eighty acres of wild land. He cleared 
about forty acres of this farm, set out orchards. 
and put his property under fence, but some three 
years later traded it for a tract containing 160 
acres, on which is now situated the station of 
Bethel. 


erected good buildings, set out orchards, ete., and 


Here he opened up about sixty acres, 


when the railroad was established he sold a con- 
siderable amount of his property for business pur- 
poses. In 1SS3 he received a commission as first 
postmaster of Bethel, and has held this office up to 
the present time. His wife. who died in October, 
1887, bore him tive children: Lucinda E., wife of 
W. A. J. Wood; James W., John William. who 
died at the age of nineteen years; Pamelia E., 
wife of W. O. Lane, and Sarah Ella, who died at 
the age of six years. May 3, ISSO, he was mar- 
ried to Mrs. Mary C. Yepp, a native of Georgia. 
James W. Webb, the only living son of Andrew 
Webb, is at present thirty-seven years of age, and 


is tilling the soil on a portion of his father’s farm, 
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Mr. 
Webb has one of the best farms in his section, 


and on 120 acres which he had purchased. 


about sixty acres being under cultivation and fence. 
Ho takes considerable interest.in polities, and is a 
Democrat, having been elected on that ticket, in 
1880, to the office of justice of the peace, which 
position he has since held, with the exception of 


two years. He was married in 186!) to Miss Mary 


banon, Tenn., graduating in June, 1874, later 
practicing this profession for five years in Lexing- 
In the fall of 1879 he entered Vanderbilt 
University, at Nashville, Tenn., attending during 


ton. 


that year and 1880, and then resumed his practice 
in Lexington, continuing until 1886, wheu he re- 
turned to college and graduated from the medical 
ISS6. 


department in the spring of Since that 


R. Wood, a native of Mississippi, anda daughter time he has resided in Gainesville, Ark., where 
of James R. Wood, who came to Arkansas in 1859, he has become a leading practitioner, although 


being one of the early settlers of Greene County. 
To them have been born five children: Calador W. 
J., Sarah Ella, James A., who died at the age of 
four years and one month, and Mary Lelor. One 
child died in infancy, unnamed. Mr. Webb has a 
pleasant home in Bethel, his lot consisting of two 
acres. He has always been a patron of edueation, 
and all worthy public enterprises, and his business 
as justice of the peace is quite extensive. He has 
served as school director for six years. 

Dr. Henry McC. Webb. The name of Webb 
is one of the most influential in Greene County, 
Ark., and Dr. Webb, 
physicians, has obtained a 
him in the front rank of the medical fraternity. 
He was born in Madison County, Tenn., in 1851, 
being a son of Theodric and Elizabeth (Watson) 
Webb, 
South Carolina, and about 1842 settled on a farm 
in Madison County, Tenn., where he is now living 


among its most talented 


reputation placing 


who were born, married and resided in 


at the age of seventy-six years. His wife died in 
1861. They were members of the Presbyterian 
Church, and the father is now a Democrat in his 
political views, a Royal Arch Mason, and an en- 
thusiastic patron of schools, churches, ete. Dr. 
Henry McC. Webb is next to the youngest of the 
four surviving members of their family of eight 
children. After attending the common schools and 
the High School near Greeneville, he entered the 
University of Alabama in 1872, from which insti- 
tution he was graduated in July of the following 
year. He then returned to Lexington, Tenn., and 
being well fitted by nature for the profession of 
medicine soon entered upon his medical studies 
under Dr. H. W. Wassen, but gave this up after 


a short time and entered the law school at Le- 





He 
is becoming well known, but the heavy calls for his 


a resident of the county only a few vears. 


services at home prevent him from going much 
Addie 
E. Smith, who was born in Henderson County. 


abroad. In 1878 he was married to Miss 
Tenn., and is the mother of three children: Cossy 
T., Ella Louisa and Robert B. Mrs. Webb is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

James H. Willeockson, one of the wealthy resi- 
dents of the county, is a native of Middle Tennes- 
see. where he was born in the year 1845. He was 
the third in a family of nine children born to 
William and Mary (Rose) Willeockson, who weve 
Tennesseeans, the grandparents being wealthy 
farmers of Middle Tennessee. Grandfather Rose 
went to Texas, where he bought a large tract of 
land on which he made his home until his death. 
William Willeockson engaged in farming for him- 
self after attaining his majority, and resided in 
Tennessee (where he was married about 1S41) 
until 1850, then moving to Texas, where he bought 
a tract of 160 acres, which he opened for ecultiva- 
tion, improved with good buildings, and on which 
he resided until 1853, then coming to Greene 
County, Ark. 
on two different farms he returned to Texas, where 
he died in December, 1860, bis wife also dying 
the same month. James H. Willeockson returned 
to Arkansas after the death of his parents, and for 
some time made his home with his grandmother. 


After residing here for four years 


In 1865, at the age of twenty years, he began 
farming for himself on rented land, and continued 
this for three years, when he married Miss Adaline 
Bowling, anative of Greene County, anda daughter 


of one of the early settlers. After his marriage 


-he purchased a small farm which he sold later 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





on, and then bought an excellent tract of land 
consisting of eighty acres in the Cache bottom, 
which was then wild land but is now one of the 
finest farms in the county. “He has since purchased 
twenty-six additional acres, and has now seventy 
acres under fence and cultivation, it being devoted 
to raising the cereals and cotton. He is improving 
his grade of stock, and has crossed his cattle with 
Durham, and has some fine Jersey red hogs. Mr. 
and Mrs. Willeockson are members of the Baptist 
Church, and are the parents of the following 
children: William Carroll, Robert 
Lawrence Jefferson, and Anna Lee, who died at 


Alexander, 


the age of eighteen years. ; 

Joseph H. Willeockson ranks among the first of 
the many wealthy farmers of Greene County, Ark. 
He was born in Tennessee in 1845, and is the sixth 
of a family of fifteen children born to the marriage 
of Sam Willeockson and Frances Gibson, who were 
Tennesseeans, and came to Greene County, Ark., 
in 1850. They settled on a tract of land on the 
west side of Crowley's Ridge, but sold this soon 
after and purchased 200 acres near by, on which 
he erected a steam saw and grist-mill in 1853, 
which was the first mill of the kind in the county. 
Mr. Wilicockson owned this mill for many years, 
and many of the houses and buildings in this sec- 
tion are made of lumber sawed here. He soon 
had 100 acres of his land cleared, on which he 
erected a niceresidence. He became quite wealthy, 
and continued to add to his original purchase until 
he was the owner of about 1,000 acres of land. He 
was a conspicuous figure in the political circles of 
his section, and besides holding many minor offices 
in the county, he was elected to the State legisla- 
ture from Greene Conuty, which position he filled 
for two successive terms. He assisted in the or- 
ganization of the school districts of this locality, 
and held the office of sehool commissioner for 
many years. In 1570 or 1871 he disposed of his 
extensive farming interests in the county, and 
moved to Newton County, where he purchased 
a large milling property, consisting of a saw and 
Here he did a 
successful business for many years, and sold out at 


He 


flovuring mill, and a cotton-gin. 


a large advance over what he originally paid. 





next moved to Brown County, where he bought a 
farm, which he managed until his death, in 1856, 
at the age of seventy years. His widow still sur- 
vives him, and resides on the estate left by her 


Joseph H. Will- 


cockson, the immediate subject of this sketch, was 


active and enterprising husband. 


reared on his father’s extensive farm, and in his 
youth received limited educational! advantages. At 
the age of twenty years he rented land and began 
farming for himself, and after one year bought a 
tract of wild land on the St. Francis River, where 
he cleared about fifty acres, erected buildings, and 
made a good and pleasant home. Subsequently 
he married Miss Matilda McDaniel, a native of 
Greene County, and a daughter of John McDaniel, 
who belonged to one of the first four or five fami- 
hes who settled in Greene County. After resid- 
ing one year in Bethel, Mr. Willeockson bought a 
tract of 160 acres of wild land on Crowley's 
Ridge, and here his wife died, at the end of two 
years, leaving two children: John Gibson 
Virginia C. (wife of John Patton), who resides on a 
farm belonging to Mr. Willecockson. The latter has 


and 


improved his property very much, and has seven- 
ty-two acres under cultivation and fence, on which 
In 1888 he 
erected a commodious dwelling, which is fitted up 


is a good orchard of assorted fruits. 
with many conveniences. He carries on general 
farming, but makes a specialty of raising corn, and 
this year (1589) has devoted fifty acres to that grain. 
In 1858 he raised 2,000 bushels. Miss Mary Jane 
Roberds became his wife in 1884. She was born 
in Arkansas, and by Mr. Willcockson is the mother 
of two children: Ovid Chfton and Ota Louisa. 
Mr. Willecockson is a Democrat politically, but is 
not an active politician. 

T. R. Willeockson, sheriff of Greene County. 
Ark., was born in Giles County, Tenn., August 
10, IS4S, and is the son of Samuel and Frances 
(Gibson) Willeockson, the father a native of Vir- 
ginia, and the mother of Kentueky. They were 


married in Tennessee, and there remained until 
October, 1851, when they immigrated to what is 
Ark., 


wagons, and locating near the old Crowley farm, 
Here the father bought a 


now Greene County, coming through in 


in Cache Township. 
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a , | 
; forty-acre tract. which was about the first deeded to Greene County, Ark., and located at Walcott, 
i | land in this section of Arkansas. He also put up where he has since been engaged in renting land; 
i | the first steam, saw and grist-mill inGreene County, this year farming on some of Capt. Crowley’s 
4 | and ran this for several years. He also carried on — property. He contemplates entering a tract of 
H | farming, and being one of the earliest settlers, ex- 160 acres in the fall. He is active and enterpris- 
: | perienced all the hardships and privations incident ing and takes an interest in all matters pertaining 
i | to pioneer life. In 1868 he removed to Boone to the good of the locality in which he has made 
: County, Ark., where he died in June, 1886. The his home. On the 7th cf October, 1SS8, he was 
c mother is still living. They were the parents of married to Miss Susie Eubanks, a native of Greene 
: fifteen children, only six now hving: John W., County, and a daughter of James and Mary E. 
e Isaac (deceased), William and Mary Annie (twins (Gramling) Eubanks [see sketch of Judge Gram- 
and both deceased), David C. (deceased), James ling]. The former came to Greene County, Ark., 
(deceased), Joseph, Thomas R., Sina, Sarah, Sam- at an early day and entered a large tract of land, 
E | uel (deceased), Marion and Frances (twins and on which he did extensive improving, clearing 
4 | deceased). Polk and Virginia. T. R. Willcockson, about 160 acres and erecting excellent buildings. 
: | the subject of this sketch, was but an infant when He died a few years ago, and is remembered by all 
i | he was brought to Greene County by his parents, as an honest gentlemen and an estimable citizen. 
: | and here he grew to manhood and received his <A brother of J. W. Williams, Charles H., came 
i | education in the common schools. He was reared with him to Arkansas and married Miss Janie 
; | on the farm, and tilling the soil has been his chief Eubanks, a sister of Mrs. J. W. Williams. 
‘ | pursuit ever since. He owns 241 acres of land, Wilham Worrell, stockman and farmer, was 
A | with about sixty acres under cultivation. He was. born in Tennessee in 1839, and is the tenth of 
' | elected sheriff and collector in 1880, served four | twelve children born to Peter and Martha Nancy 
: | years, and in 1886 was re-elected to the same office, Worrell, who were born, reared and married in 
} | which position he is now filling. He was married Virginia, and emigrated to Madison County, Tenn., 
é in 1868 to Miss Mary Bowlin, who bore him six in 1833. They purchased a farm of 103 acres, 
: | children: Callie, Lucy, Deany, Mack, Sudie and) which they improved and made their home until 
| Nannie. Mrs. Willeockson is a member of the their respective deaths. The father died in IS74 
E | Baptist Church, and Mr. Willcockson isa member at the age of seventy-four years, and the mother 
b | of the K. of P. when her son William was a child. The latter 
: | J. W. Williams is a native of Panola County, was reared to farm labor and attended the public 
4 | Miss., where he was born in the year 1859, being schools until the age of twenty, then renting 
{ | the eldest of two children born to John and Mary land and farming for three years. In 1862 he en- 
; ini di (Bishop) Williams, the former of whom was an listed in Company C, Tweuty-second Tennessee 


F 


extensive farmer of that section for a long time, 
whither he had come with his father at an early 
day. When the war broke out he enlisted in the 
Confederate army in the company known as the 
“Sardis Blues,’’ and was killed in the battle of 
Shiloh, on the 7th of April, 1862. 
still living, and resides in Mississippi on the old 


His widow is 

homestead. J. W. Williams was reared to farm 

labor and attended the common schools until four- 

teen years of age, when he began working for 

himself, continuing at farm labor for seven years. 

In ISSO, at the ave of twenty-one years, he came 
12 





yf | a co 


Infantry, Confederate States Army, and was in 
the of Belmont, and Mnur- 
freesboro, 


battles Richmond 
where he was captured and sent to 
Camp Douglas, at Chicago, and there he took the 
oath of allegiance and returned home, where he 
IS64 


1e IUTeCHAasec a arm O D055 acres, where he 
i hased a f f 3033 here | 


was almost an invalid for three years. In 


resided until 1871, making many improvements, 
then sold out and came to Greene County, Ark.. 
settling near Gainesville, where he lived for two 
years, later moving to a tract of 360 acres, which 
Here he 


he had previously purchased. cleared 
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about 150 acres, erected good buildings, set out | on the farm until sixteen years of age, when he 


orchards, and now has one of the most pleasant 
homes in the. county, but owns only eighty acres, 
having sold the rest. He has given considerable 
attention to stock raising, and raises a good grade 
of Berkshire hogs. March 20, 1858, he purchased 
a fine Norman-Percheron stallion, named George, 
which weighs 1,660 pounds, and is finely marked 
in all points. This animal has an excellent record 
from Indiana where it was raised, and shows a fine 
It 
edly one of the best horses in Northeast Arkansas. 
He also owns another horse named Buck, which has 
an enviable record. On the 7th of July, 1859, 


Mr. Worrell was united in marriage to Miss Ann 


grade of colts from last season. is undoubt- 


Eliza Freeman, a native of Tennessee, and a 
daughter of William and Nancy Freeman, who 
were also Tennesseeans, coming to Northeast Ar- 
kansas in 1859. To Mr. and Mrs. 


been born the following children: John Isaac, who 


Worrell have 


is married and resides in Greene County, and 
Loueza, wife of J. R. Hicks, also of this county, 
being the only ones living. Those deceased are 
Newson, who died at the age of twenty years: 
Lulu Bell, who died when eighteen; Willie, at 
the age of sixteen; Savannah, who died in infancy, 
and Eveline, at the age of eight years. The fam- 
ily attend the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mrs. 
Worrell takes considerable interest in the eylture 
of bees, and has forty stands, all doing well. 
Henry Wrape, manufacturer of tight barrel 
staves, at Paragould, was bornin Jennings County. 
Ind., January 15, 1850, and is the son of Henry, 
Sr., and Ann (Bible) Wrape, the father a native 
of Ireland, and the mother of New York State. 
Henry Wrape, Sr., emigrated from the Emerald 
Isle when a boy, locating for a while in New York 
State, and went from there in 1850 to Jennings 
County, Ind. 
tractor, and was on the I. M. R. R., and on sev- 


He became a large railroad con- 


eral other noted railroads. Both parents died in 
They had four children: Jonu, Robert, 
Kate, wife of Able T. Morgan, and Henry, who is 
the youngest of the family. 
and educated in Indiana, at Notre Dame, the re- 
He assisted his brother 


The latter was reared 


nowned Catholie school. 





engaged in merchandising at North Vernon, Iad., 
He then took a 
trip to South America. stopping at Buenos Ayres to 
settle up the estate of an unele. 


and this continued for one year. 


He was abzeut 
about eighteen months, and on his return engaged 
in the stone-quarry business at North Vernon, 
which he followed for years. In 1882 he 
came to Greene County, Ark, and embarked in his 


five 


present business, which he has since continued. 
He has a large factory, and employs about fifty 
men. He makesa good staye, 
5,000,000 per year. He is president of the Para- 
gould & Buffalo Island Railroad, which was built in 
1858, and which extends to the St. Francis River. 
Mr. Wrape is one of the prosperous and public-spir- 
ited mep of Paragould. 


and turns out about 


He was married in i85d to 
Miss Emma Davis, anative of Indiana, and to them 
have been born two children: Harold and Ema. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wrape are members of the Catholic 
Church. He is the owner of 4,000 acres of land 
in Missouri, and a number of acres in this county. 

Hezekiah B. Wright. In reviewing the various 
business interests of Greene County, Ark., the name 
of Wright is found to be one of the most prominent, 
especially in connection with farming and mer- 
chandising. Mr. Wright was born in Hickman 
County, Tenn.. in 1829, and there made his home 
until 1500, when he came to Arkansas, having 
commenced the battle of life at the age of eighteen 
years. Two years later he located on his present 
farm, and has about 250 acres of land in an excel- 
lent state of cultivation, other 
tracts. all of which he has earned by energy and 


besides several 
good judgment. He is also engaged in general 
merchandising at Gainesville, the style of the tirm 
being H. B. Wright & Co., and they are enjoying 
a prosperous trade, owing to their thorough knowl- 
edge of the details of the business and the wants 
of the public, combined with honorable dealing. 
Mr. Wright was married to Mrs. Martha J. (Stares) 
Perry, who died in 1865, having borne two chil- 
dren by Mr. Wright: Wilham J. Joba N. 
(twins); and one child by ber irst hasband, Mr. 


and 


Perry: Mary, the wife of H. C. Sharer, of Wright 


County, Mo. Mr. Wright took for his seeond wife 
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GREENE COUNTY. 


Mrs. Permelia E. (Ward) Woed, widow of C. 
Wood. Their union has resulted in the birth of 
eight children: Joseph D., Franklin C., Alvin Th. 
Emma M., Anna <A., Revis and Hezekiah B. 
Addie J. died when two years and nine months old. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wright are members of the Mission- 
ary Baptist Church, to which their children, Jo- 
seph, Frank and Emma. also belong. Mr. Wright 
is a Royal Arch Mason, and in his political views 
is a Democrat: he was elected county coroner on 
that ticket in 1858, and held the position until the 
breaking out of the late Civil War. 
advocate of and a liberal contributor to schools 
and churches. He is the only surviving member 
of a family of three children (Thompson and Re- 
becca being the other two) born to John and Sarah 
(Barr) Wright, who were natives of South Carolina 
When a small boy 


He is a strong 


and Kentucky, respectively. 
the father was taken by his parents to Tennessee, 
and resided first in Robertson County, then in 
Hickman County, where he attained his majority, 
and where his father died at anadvanced age. He 
was the eldest child, and in 1849 moved to Arkan- 
sas, and died in Greene County, in 1867, at the 
age of sixty-five years, his wife dying in 1851, 
aged about forty-seven years. 

Christopher C. Wright (deceased) was one of 
the representative citizens of Greene County, and 
followed the oceupations of farmer and miller the 
principal part of his hfe. He was born in Vir- 
ginia in 1S41 and died February 15, 1889, while 
yet in the prime of life. His father. Dr. John 
Wright, is still living in Lunenburgh County, Va., 
and is a prominent physician and farmer of that 
State. Christopher C. Wright remained in his 
native State until nineteen years of age, and seven 
years of that time were spent at the tobacco-mann- 
facturing business. He then went to Missouri and 
remained in Franklin County until the breaking 
out of the late unpleasantness between the North 
and South, when he went South and joined the Con- 
federate army. He was wounded at the battle of 
Shiloh, and taken to Memphis, Tenn., where he 
was discharged. He then went to Arkansas, re- 
mained on Crowley's Ridge for a number of months, 
and then re-enlisted in Price’s army, with which 





he continued until the last raid through Missouri. 
After the war he came back to Clay County, Ark. 
(then Greene County), where he remained three 
years, and at last settled on what was known as 
the Meredith farm, at the original site for the 
county seat of Greene County, where his widow 
now resides. The farm was then unimproved, but 
Mr. Wright went to work and soon had it under 
cultivation-:aud in fine condition. In fact he was 
so industrious and such an inveterate worker that 
he undermined his health, and death was the re- 
sult. Aside from his farming interest he also ran 
a saw and grist-mill, which he conducted until 
within a short time of his death, when he sold 
the saw-mill, and afterward ran a grist-mill and 
cotton-gin. This Mrs. Wright now manages and 
conducts. Mr. Wright was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to which he was a 
liberal contributor, and although quiet and unob- 
trusive in his demeanor, not a better man was to 
be found in the county. 
cordially liked by all, his death, which was a sad 
blow to his wife and children, was also lamented 
by his many friends. He was mazried first at Oak 
Bluff, Ark., to Miss Ann Boothe, who died about 
one year afterward. His second marriage was it 
January, 1866, to Miss C. A. Ledbetter, a native 
of Chatham County, N. C., and the daughter cf 
Thomas and Frances Ledbetter, also natives of 


Well respected and 


North Carolina. 
in 1851 and located in Greene County, within one 


Her parents moved to Arkausas 


mile of where the mother is still living, at the age 
Her father died May 26, 
To her parents were born nine children, 


of seventy-one years. 
1883. 
two of whom are now deceased. To the marriage 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wright were born eight children, 
seven of whom are living: Charles (died in in- 
fancy), Lillie, Billie, Katy, Thomas M. and John 
H. (twins), Ruby J. and Robert W. Mrs. Wright 
and family have conducted the farm and mill since 
the death of her husband. She and her eldest 
daughter belong to the Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh. 

Dr. T. H. Wyse, president of the 
County Bank, was born in Jones County, N. C., 
April 19, 1827, and is the son of James and Nancy 


Greene 








eae geo eee GAAP 


roeiKé itugowdd Din dank ode ita Jiengidiven aa 

A chpeheld. wat? nd Doak ler ek wire rah 28 Phe 
aT Panties i sub yO Beer eb pity 
yay ae tod a hallo ‘yy rok hts, PHS . detaieg i 


41) Qol Oe Toetetio adits otal diihawdt denfibe, 
Abiyy Gli ctpa thins ia (ria) eaateh to tRoe cts 
i pial ad} wayne) eal a Pansd ren 
Tobi j os han ss Wout Mite lier iy ttt 
r til ei ine ade pie Late avi iG 
1 Mega Hieber dia tists atiurabhel 68 
G 


tw iudneb fin aittesd 
Alwed, 
doit Atty daria Fir 
iish) tr Yo? 6ag3 soils oe -cofiice 

hagyqeste baw ALir-wbe 
wines Des dl et eeil!]! —snive 


NEA Ohby 1, teetedhy tolnvot Ota mw yas 


thio -: Wea RK 


; 
59 


Hin ah tare oh) 


= SMA meyias 


hl yn yeediesur c..sipe ties ef nt. Aten Berry 
2a'V ist tt uit? o} fori gad teil darhyy holt 
wnar bulé ! iATye as ats fue 3 vandlinetereia lérodtl 


1 AWW ent “tbat y OH, (TOMA Taner | nei wriariy 
batveress deW omnes ail abs Banat ad 

baa aa fotite igo watl Slal Trodil giaths: 
hotiwnial wafp éaw ,oukdedt hi liv enhot wold 
eA TER Borhiwie avy oH | elidpmig (inane eid 4d 
woods Bah ody. ~tdooe PUA. cele oF ak TNL 
ij ied! ri¢w heroes ali haw iéits 1837 ALO 
Stiinu @ fall ‘ A 9 aed of, cue t ananl 
tty 4 lsifinds ah ps iw? sh AAD ta 
fo sox cela Avitadby! saute Den. gear’? 


Senet at hoger sie ies, WH anilotieD i eX 
a a yn) on Daina! Bi ins £627 oi 
lity af the’ aa slduios wad? ( Ougalw My often 


Vii Tmth 


is SET es 
eA ey hit 
NhIAT a Swat YIoOsydneves ii 
gum tot of 227] 
1 @P » tea; anil Worl pr had to o 7) 
9 figio nied srow udgn Yh gall Bus sil Yo 
fit Crap Bl zealot) swtenL het LG 1 (t4va2 
G fan Tl ebritod? tad elie LD ji pace 
idyginW elt W drodoA Bae .t qed Heian: 
vce Boy how weet odd boinghin vlin fre 
teohlo wo Pin of2 Ainndenat sail % itt, 


Fe | re 12th sai old rt, oe Teele t 


+ OT arid ui a 


fanitian 


“$i 


oma. ) 


omer old Ip Ihishieoeh, i 
ai ex Mito 
[ i 






ve, XA cia) empor Gi ay 


Hub bantariebis wil < 


hat: Fy 


ality rel Cl ysanrdel bib bay f48h 


























































































v2 te owohiw. shoe dven'th a : 
Aa Haid, sith “ANE, hedtirews ak ebdlie4 
ay iting . 6 dma a 
fh isidusots” Bie girth. ah mere f 
obidior aed eanntt ine F Funmeenay coved scott we Besa { 
“HORE hdl Yo Rod ure eta dpe We eee 
“ah ipoalinty Won) Jolter ot deni! 
filpir Wl 23 Tk: Sei muon. hue fa 
agate. Cv sileny atl right, diard, f 
Bele ios) Citations “heap io on wi 134908 
aitr Hany LO ghvewn gilt Kida Fung Ae ak 
«teri RAB a We diy "VY eital a tod 
alone. of tmindivues level » bee to 
retina yariirige. ylso alt 9b ot woah 
a “ie ui awhtide wane te 
deita® bas ilo betel -i.w mdte dt aa 
5 rein ta, inne: TH 260the-oTes of: Wt (O8F i W 
youd ene nonadeee ©. vol 
iseaerate’l ot husing. old wel nena eae 
uF tani} pued nostiedwil at teh 
“Hino faia ‘end beavinis od onion AOD 
A sue leur foes te boils stad spt 
ARNEL GF feta WRT ah bens fs uAdizto delete 
add dn: Ta} Oe Mao \ eee) ni bowity 
(GEL fe ways adie wi _ awy Gee ial 
Sa ese EOF rm 
lo sno aw bedeoneh) idenW OD mealige, 
rae aie eaanitho~e 7b 
ashi ‘tous dan yuirie? te. phe taepTog add 
TiVini wid eave A aid de to 


weegay 


rome ese) 


uo 


a bay ph Pivepes 


anova): de 


dat, 


ay 


Riemer) meds ae ae oust, a 
ingod Hyencwocend ai marivll Mite ey é 
imli-do tect bers sararyiarelsy tisatacon aa 
bith ah boatdi ie De seadqitad i 
novea Bae ened AU eo aose le Lidertt &o : 
“HOB COEIOL ant te tage oye mitts aul? 16 & 
Avtar pe a Hew aed) aH ween 
yitideard Wedd! Abésgy vee) vildnet’T ar had 
HOC til ee wedod ros hanno gol ents stat odt 3 
oo eld beth) Baaiiinoe taaw gal trode 
STtAa) wtf tp fisfan row anwokt. Atenas 
a ‘wich OT bbq ut asad hae: 
AT eB ed Em: Fietvnt aed 







GO ORE ane. 5 





ie 
ra 
“ 
3 
3 
4 























HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





(Nunn) Wyse, who were natives of North Carolina, 
and who emigrated to Tennessee in 1833, in that 
State passing their last days. The father was a 
farmer by occupation. Dr. T. H. Wyse, one of 
ten children, four now living, was reared in what 
is now Crockett County, Tenn., and received his 
education in the common schools. At the age of 
twenty-four years he began the study of medicine, 
and graduated at the University of Nashville in 
1854. He then came to Greene County, Ark., 
locating at Gainesville, then the county seat, where 
he practiced for about twenty-five years. He was 
also engaged in mercantile 
place for eighteen years. He has now retired from 
practice. In November, 1887, he moved to Para- 


business 


at that | 


ould, and in February, 1888, the Greene County | 
8 ) y 
_ worthy enterprises, aiding by his influence in all 


Bank was organized, with Dr. Wyse for president, 
which position he now holds. 





In 1861 he was | 


elected to the legislature and served one term. 
He served six years as county treasurer of Greene 
County, and has been one of the county’s most 
prominent citizens. He owns some 2,000 acres 
of land in Greene County, about the same number 
in Randolph County, and has nearly 400 acres in 
cultivation. He was married first, in 1851, at 
Brownsville, Tenn., to Mary Williams, and his 
second marriage was to Miss Alice Kibler, of Ran- 
dolph County, Ark. No children have ever blessed 
his marriages. The Doctor is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, a member of the I. O. O. F., 
and also belongs to the Chapter. He has repre- 
sented both of these lodges several times in the 
grand lodges, and takes a great interest in each 
of them. He is also a liberal contributor to 


laudable movements. 
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I love everything that’s old—old friends, 
Old times, old manners, old books, old wine.— Goldsmith. 






Cre 
ef®i7 LAY COUNTY lies in the 
; northeast corner of the State, 
> and is bounded north by 
“ Ripley and Butler Counties, 
in Missouri; east by Dunklin 
County, of that State; south 


3 






AS 


PARRA prt 


Ip), 


by Greene County, Ark., and 
Cee west by Randolph, in the latter State. 
itd Tt is seperated from Dunklin County, 
CZ Ne Mo., by the St. Francis River, and its 
Cea di boundary lines are as follows: Com- 
<< mencing where the line between the 
& States of Arkansas and Missouri inter- 


sects the St. Francis River: thence down 
said river, following its meanders, to 
the line between Sections 21 and 28, 
Township 19 north, Range 9 east; thence west on 
the section lines to the range line between Ranges 
2 and 3 east; thence north on the range line to Black 
| River; thence with the meanders of that river to the 
line between Sections 15 and 16, in Township 19 
north, Range 3 east; thence nerth on the subdivis- 
ional lines to the line between Townships 20 and 
21 north; thence west to the range line between 
Ranges 2 and 3 east; thence north on the range 
line to the State line between Arkansas and Mis- 
sourl; thence east on the State line to the place of 








beginning. The area of the county is 613 square 
miles, or 392,320 acres, about one-tenth of which 
is improved. 

A strip of broken or hilly lands, averaging 
between seven and eight miles in width, known as 
Crowley’s Ridge, extends through the county in a 
southwesterly direction from its northeast corner. 
The summit of the hills in this tract reaches an 
altitude of from 100 to 200 feet above the surround- 
ing country. There are also four or five sections 
of hilly lands in the northwest portion of the coun- 
ty, west of Current River; and all the balance of 
the county varies only a few feet from a level sur- 
face. The village of Knobel, on the St. Louis, 
Tron Mountain & Southern Railroad, is ISI feet 
above sea level, and this is about the average 
elevation of all except the hilly portions of the 
county; hence the highest point in the county 
may reach an elevation of 400 feet above the sea. 
All that portion lying east of the broken or hilly 
tract above described is drained by the St. Francis 
River and its tributaries, a large part of it being 
subject to overfiow in the winter and spring, and 
that division located west is drained by Cache, 
Black and Current Rivers and their tributaries. 

Cache River enters the county from the north, 
near the middle of Range 7 east, and flows on 
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through the county in a southwesterly direction 


the eastern half of Range 05; thus dividing the 
area of the county into nearly two eaual portions. 
It drains the western slope of Crowley’s Ridge, 
and central portion of the territory. Black 
enters from the north about two miles east of the 


River 


range line, between Ranges 0 and 6, and flows, on 
a very tortuous route, toward the southwest, leay- 


its southwest corner. Current River enters the 
county from the west, a short distance south of the 


second tier of sections, thence in a southerly and 
finally in a southwesterly direction, passing out at 


north, Range 3 east. The bottom lands along the 
St. Francis and Black Rivers usually overflow in 
the late winter and early spring to a depth of from 
one to two feet, and those along the Current River 
from three to five feet. The water, however, re- 
cedes so early as seldom to interfere with the rais- 
ing of summer crops, and the overflow always de- 
posits a sediment which enriches and re-fertilizes 
the land. It has been demonstrated that the river 
beds are sufficiently low to admit of the complete 
drainage and reclamation of nearly al] swamp and 
overflowed lands in the county. Such can be done 
by removing the drift and rubbish from the rivers, 
straightening their channels, and constructing lat- 
eral ditches to empty into them. This, however, 
can only be accomplished by a State drainage law, 
which will assess for the purpose the lands alike of 
the non-resident and resident owners. 


a dense forest, consisting of four varieties of white 
oak, several of black and red oak, three of gum, 
several of hickory, a little walnut, cypress, ash, 
maple, honey locust, poplar, beech, elm, sassafras, 
catalpa, ete., with an undergrowth of dogwood, 
pawpaw, redbud, spice-wood, hazel, privet, horn- 
beam, huckleberry, blackberry, ete. 


Much of the 
timber has been cut into logs and floated down the 
streams and thus shipped away; 


four to six feet across the stump. 





and since the 


i 


The entire county was originally covered with | 


to Cache Lake, on the southern boundary line, in | 


county has been traversed with railroads, a great 
deal has been cut into lumber and shipped by rail, 
and there is yet a seemingly inexhaustible supply. 
The average acreage production of lumber is care- 
Cypress, 9,000 feet; 
poplar and sweet gum, 3,000 feet each; white oak, 


fully estimated as follows: 


2,000 feet; hickory, ash, walnut and black oak to- 


gether, 3,000 feet. Logs can be rafted on all the 


| rivers mentioned and on some of their tributaries. 


ing the county at a point about two miles north of | 


northwest corner, and flows thence easterly to the | 


the western boundary of Section 30, Township 20 | 





Some trees | 
of the largest kinds of timber measured from | 


It is estimated that each acre of timbered land 
will produce from twenty-five to thirty cords of 
wood, after the saw timber is taken away. 

The soil of the entire county is moderately 
rich and fertile, that of the bottom or overtlowed 
lands being mostly composed of alluvial deposits; 
the balance is formed of sand, clay and vegetable 
mould, and the whole is underlaid with a clay 
subsoil. 

At present the cutting and shipping of logs 
and lumber, with the running of the many saw- 
mills in the county, which give employment to a 
large number of mea, constitute one of the leading 
industries and form a source of considerable rey- 
enue to the people of the county. This occupation 
will continue for many years, or until the supply 
of timber becomes exhausted. The vegetable pro- 
ductions, as shown by the census of 1880, were as 
follows: Indian corn, 343,535 bushels: 
12,406 bushels; wheat, 13,40S bushels; hay, 100 
tons; cotton, 2,307 bales: Irish potatoes. 4,427 
bushels; sweet potatoes. 5,381 bushels: tobacco, 
11,890 pounds. These amounts were then pro- 
duced from much less than one-tenth of the area 


oats, 


of the county. Considering the large increase of 
the present population over that of ISSO, together 
with the advanced improvements, it is certain that 
the amount of vegetable productions now far ex- 
ceeds, and in some things more than doubles that 
of 1S80. 


ty, as it is the moneyed crop. and the source of the 


Surely ‘‘ Cotton is king’ in Clay Coun- 


greatest income. It is raised to the exclusion of 
many other things that might be produced in 
larger quantities. Some of the late immigrants 
have begun the raising of clover and tame grasses. 
for which the soil is well adapted, with a view of 
the raising of stock a leading industry. © 


making 
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CLAY COUNTY. 





The number of live animals in the county in 
ISSO, according to the census of that year, were 
as follows: Horses, 1,444: mules and asses, 832; 
cattle, 6,574; sheep, 1,960; hogs, 24,277. The 
number of animals within the county, according 
to late assessment rolls, are: Horses, 1,695; mules 
and asses, 922; cattle, 8.802; sheep, 1,159; hogs, 
1,325; a large gain in all except sheep and hogs. 
The reduced price of wool accounts for the decrease 
in the number of sheep, and the hogs enumerated 
in 1880 were all that were produced and on hand 
during the year, including those slaughtered and 
sold; while those recently enumerated included 
only those on hand when assessed for taxation: 
consequently there is not a decline in this direc- 
tion. As before stated, the county is well sup- 
plied with streams, and an abundance of good well 
water can be obtained almost anywhere at a depth 
of from twenty to forty feet by simply digging, 
without any blasting or boring through rock. 
These facts, coupled with the great adaptability 
for the growing of tame grasses and clover, the 
mildness of the climate, and the good shipping 
facilities, must eventually make Clay one of the 
best stock-growing counties in the United States, 
a truth of which farmers may profitably avail 
themselves. It is also well adapted to the grow- 
ing of all kinds of fruit common to this latitude. 
Fruit-growing however has not been made the 
specialty that it might. Some of the late immi- 
grants have set out, and are preparing to do so, 
large orchards and develop this industry, having 
perfect confidence of success. 

In 1880 the real estate of the county was as- 
sessed at $468,561, and the personal property at 
$244,717, making a total of $713,278: and the 
total taxes charged thereon were $10,022. The 
real estate of the county, as shown by recent 
assessment rolls, was valued at $1,211,258, and 
the personal property at 2522,227, 
of 31,733,485, upon which the total taxes charged 
were $25,502.25. 


making a total 


By comparison it will be seen 
that since 1880 the taxable property and taxes 
The 


county has fair public buildings, is out of debt, and 


charged have much more than doubled. 


its scrip is worth one hundred cents on the dollar. 


| its line here is about seventeen miles. 


There are twenty-six saw mills and eight stave 
factories within the county. 

In 1880 the population of Clay County was 
white 7,191, colored 22, total 7,213. Since that 
time. and especially within the last four years, 
emigration has so increased that the population 
at this writing (18S) is estimated at about double 
that of 1880. 

The St. Louis, 
Railroad runs in a southwesterly direction across 
the western half of Clay County, the length of the 
main line within its territory being about nine- 
teen miles. The Helena branch extends in a 
southeasterly direction from Knobel, and has a 
length of about four miles within the county. The 
St. Louis & Texas Railroad crosses the St. Francis 
River in Section 18, Township 21, Range 4, where 
it enters the county, and runs southwesterly along 


Tron Mountain & Southern 


' the eastern side of Crowley's Ridge, departing a 


The length of 
The com- 
bined length of the railroads within the county is 
forty miles. not including a few branches extend- 
ing one or two miles out to certain saw mills. 
The main line of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain 
& Southern Kailroad was 
county early in the 70's, 

The Helena branch of this road, and the St. 
Louis & Texas (Cotton Belt) Railroad were com- 
pleted through this vicinity in 1882. 

The settlement of the territory composing Clay 
County began about the year 1832, but increased 
very slowly for the first twenty years, after which 
it advanced quite rapidly, until the outbreak of 
the Civil War, when it came to a standstill. Its 
most noticeable growth has been within the last 
five years, immigrants having located here from 


few hundred yards below Rector. 


completed through the 


Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois and other 
States. Among the first settlers in the western 
part of the county were John J. Griffin, who 
logated on Black River in 1832. and Abraham Rob- 
erts, who settled a few years later near the present 
site of Corning. Prominent pioneers in the east- 
ern part of the county—mostly on Crowley's Ridge 
—were William and Elihu Davis, who settled early 
in the 30's and were soon followed by the Payne, 
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Hollis and other families. 
the +40’s were William H. Mack, James Watson 
and others, and during the 50’s the families of 
the hiddells, Millers, J. G. Dudiey, Buck Wagster, 
B. H. Mitchell, William Dean, H. M. Granade, 
James Campbell, Singleton Copeland, Edward 
Allen, C. H. Mobley, Dr. Simmons were some of 
those who became settlers. 
liest comers were from 


Nearly all of the ear- 
Tennessee. Later immi- 
grants came from other Southern States, and now 
many are entering from the North. 

Clay County was organized as Clayton County, 
in accordance with an act of the General Assembly, 
approved March 24, 1873, and became a part of 
the Third judicial circuit and of the First Con- 
gressional district. That part of it now known as 
the Eastern district was taken from Greene, and 
that known as the Western district was removed 
from Randolph County. The county seat was 
originally located at Corning, on the lot of ground 
now occupied by the present court-house in that 
place. The first term of the county court was held 
at Corning, beginning on the 16th day of May, 
1873. Soon after a temporary frame court-house, 
22x40 feet in size, containing two rooms, was built, 
by order of the court, under the supervision of the 
sheriff. A common jail was also erected; subse- 
quently the question of the removal of the county 
seat to Boydsville—a more central point—began 
to be agitated, and on the 50th of June, 1874, an 
election was held for the purpose of submitting the 
question to the electors of the county, and when 
the votes were counted it was found, by the court, 
that the people, by a majority of 316, had voted in 
favor of removal. Thereupon the court declared 
Boydsville to be the county seat. However, such 
strong resistance to this decision was manifested 
that no permanent removal of records was made 
for a long time. 

Finally, after a lapse of a few years, the ques- 
tion was again submitted to the people at an elec- 
tion held May 22, 
two votes were cast against the removal aud 603 
in favor of it, making a majority of 561 in favor 
of the project, and the court again declared Boyds- 
ville to be the county seat, to which place the 


1877, on which occasion forty- 


Sloan 


Among the settlers of | 


_ the county court. 


records were soon removed and placed in a tem- 
porary court-house, previously erected by order of 
The first term of the county 
court was held in Boydsville beginning on Monday 
October 1, 1877. 

By an act of the General Assembly of the 
State, approved December 6, 1875, the name of 
‘* Clayton ’’ County was changed to ‘* Clay.’’ 

Having lost the county seat, the people of Corn- 
ing and the western portion of the county, finding 
it difficult to reach Boydsyille, commenced to con- 
sider the question of dividing the county inte two 
districts. Consequently the legislature, by an act 
approved February 23, ISS1, provided that the 
county should be divided into two judicial districts, 
the ‘* Kastern’’ and the 


** Western,’ and that the 


following described line should separate them: 


Commencing at the center of the main chan- 
nel of Black River where it crosses the Missouri 
and Arkansas State line; 
channel of said river to the range line between 
Ranges 5 and 6, in Township 21; thence south on 
the range line to the west bank of Cache River: 
thence with the west bank of Cache River or lake 
to the line between Clay and Greene Counties. 
The act further provided that the seat of justice 
for the Western district should be at Corning; 
that the circuit. 


thence down the main 


chancery and probate courts 
should be held both at Boydsville and at Corning; 
that the cireuit courts the re- 
spective districts of the county should be as sepa- 
rate and distinct, and have the same relations to 
each other, as if they were of distinet counties; 


established in 


that the sheriff, clerk, treasurer and probate judge 
of the county should be the same for both districts: 
that the financial affairs of each district should be 
kept as separate and distinct as though they were 
separate counties. and that the offices for the West- 
ern district should be filled by the deputy county 
ofticers. 

After dispensing with the temporary court- 
house at Boydsville, the present two-story frame 
court-house, with the hall and four roons on the 
tirst tloor, the 
erected, about 1881. The present log and board 
jail, with iron cells, at Boydsville, was erected 


and court-room on second, was 
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immediately after the county seat was perma- 
nently located there. * 
Corning consist of a court-house similar to the one 


The public buildings at 


at Boydsville, and the original jail with iron cells, 
which latter were put in immediately or soon after 
the county was divided into districts. The county 
has no ‘*‘ poor farm’”’ or asylum for her paupers. 
The latter are let out separately for their keeping, 
to the lowest responsible bidders. 

Following is a list of the county officers of 
Clay County, from its formation to the present 
time: 

Judges: T. M. Hollifield, 1874-78; E. N. 
Royall, 1S7S-86; Robert Liddell, present incum- 
bent, first elected in 1856. 

Clerks: T. L. Martin, 1873-74; W. H. Smith, 
1874-78; R. Liddell, 1S75-86; W. E. Spence, 
present incumbent, elected in 1886. 


Sheriffs: William G. Akers, 1873-74; E. N. 
Royall, 1874-76; E. M. Allen, 1S76-78:r J. A. 
MeNiel, 1S78-S6; G. M. McNiel, 1SS6-SS: B. B. 
Biffle, present incumbent, elected in 1SSS. 

Treasurers: William Little, 1873-74: James 


Blackshare, 1874-78; John Bearden, 187S—SO; N. 
J. Burton. 1SSO-82: W. S. Blackshare, 1852-S4; 
J.S. Simpson, 1884-86; A. L. Blackshare, present 
incumbent, tirst elected in 1SS6. 

Coroners: J. Cunningham, 1873-74; J. J. 
Payne, 1874-76; J. N. Cummins, 1876-78; H. W. 
Cagle, 1878-84; Dallas Taylor, 1884-86; D. G. 
See, elected in 1886, but failed to qualify; office 
since vacant. 

Surveyors: W. C. Grimsley, 1873-74; E. 
Allen, Jr., 1874-76; A. J. Caldwell, 1876-S2; 
M. Allen, 1882-86; A. Williams, 1SS6-88; E. 
Allen, present incumbent, elected in 1888. 

Assessors: E. N. Royall, 1873-74; J. S. 
Rodgers, 1874-76; W. H. Mack, 1876-78; J. W. 
Rodgers, 1878-S2; Henry Holcomb, 1882-S6: J. 
S. Blackshare, present incumbent, first elected in 
1886. 

The county at this writing is represented in 
the State legislature by Hon. J. W. Dollison, of 


r bal 
eS 


* The cells were those taken from the jail at Corning. 


th. N. Royall from September, 1877, /ce Allen, sus- 
pended by order of circuit court. 


, wood, the Wheeler, Labor Union and Republican 


Greenway, and the offices of the Western district 
are filled by the following persons, viz.: EK. D. 
Estes, deputy clerk; W. A. Brown, deputy sheriff; 
E. V. Sheeks, Jacob Brobst, 
deputy assessor; Z. T. Daniels, deputy surveyor. 


deputy treasurer: 


The judge of the county court is also judge of the 
probate court, and the clerk, by virtue of his 
oftice, is recorder of deeds, the sheriff, by virtue of 
The school 
examiner for the Eastern district is R. L. O. Bryen, 


his office, being collector of revenues. 


and for the Western district, F. G. Taylor. 

Politieally the county of Clay is strongly Dem- 
ocratic. At the State election, held in September, 
1888, J. P. Eagle, the Democratic candidate for 
Governor, received 1,108 votes, and C. M. Nor- 
candidate, received 717 votes. At the saime time 
B. B. Chism, Democratic candidate for secretary 
of State, received 1,121 votes, and G. W. Terry, 
opposition candidate for the same office, received 
697 votes. Only a light vote was cast at the pres- 
idential election. 

The several courts of the county consist of 
the county, probate and circuit courts. The judge 
of the county court is also judge of the probate 
court, and the clerk of the cireuit court is also 
clerk of the county and probate courts, and ex-officio 
recorder. 

The county court, which is held only at Boyds- 
ville, meets on the first Mondays of January, 
April, July and October of each year, and the pro. 
bate court meets at Boydsville on the third Mon- 
days, and at Corning on the fourth Mondays of 
the same months. The circuit court convenes at 
Corning on the first Mondays of January and 
August of each year, and on the third Mondays of 
the same months at Boydsville. 

The local bar of Clay County consists of G. 
B. Holifield, of Boydsville, F. G. Taylor, G. B. 
Oliver and J. C. Staley, of Corning, John Jones, 
of Peach Orchard, J. A. Barlow, of Rector, 
H. W. Moore, of Greenway. 

Only two men have been legally executed in 


and 


Clay County for the crime of murder; one of 
these being Bent Taylor, hanged for the murder 
of Riley Black, and the other Lafayette Melton, 
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for the murder of Fank Hale. 
at Corning, the former in 1582, and the latter in 
1SS4. 
the county, for which the perpetrators have re- 


Other crimes have been committed within 


ceived lighter punishments. 

The territory over which Clay now extends 
was but slightly over-run and devastated during 
the Civil War of 1861-65. The citizens at that 
time, baving emigrated mostly from Tennessee and 
other slaveholding States, were in full sympathy 
with the Southern cause, in consequence of which 
a goodly number of soldiers were furnished for 
the Confederate army, while none joined the Union 
forces. Three companies of soldiers, organized re- 
spectively by Capts. F. S. White, Reed and E. M. 
Allen, were recruited principally from what is now 
Clay County. 
commanded by Capt. G. D. Byers. A company 
of Home Guards consisting of old men was or- 
ganized. In the spring of 1863 Col. Daniels with 
a force of Federal cavalry moved southward on 
Crowley’s Ridge, and at a point about two miles 
northeast of the present site of Rector, came in 
contact with this company of Home Guards, firing 
upon and dispersing them. In this action Squire 
George Lynch of the attacked party was killed. 
There was no general bushwhacking here during 


A few also enlisted in the company 


- the war, but a number of citizens were taken out 


and ‘‘removed’’ by scouting parties. 

Of the towns of the county, Advance is a post- 
office in the northeastern part. 

Boydsviile, the county seat, situated on the 
southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of 
Section 25, Township 20, Range 6, was established 
in 1877. 
general stores, one drug store, one grocery, one 


Tt contains the court-house and jail, four 


hotel, two cotton-gins with grist and saw-mills 
: 7 


attached, one school-house, two churches— Meth- 
odist Episcopal, South, and Methodist Protestant, 
with a hall over the former; a lodye each of 
Masons, Odd Fellows and Knights of Honor, some 
mechanics’ shops, and a population of about 150. 

Corning, the seat of justice for the Western 
district, situated on Section 6, Township 20, of 
Range 5, and on the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & 
Southern Railroad, was established in 1872. It 








Both were executed | 


contains the court house and jail, six general stores, 
two drug stores, one grocery, three saloons, one 
livery stable, four hotels, one stave factory, two 
cotton-gins with grist-mills attached, one wagon 
shop, one blacksmith shop, two shoe shops, three 
church organizations— Methodist Episcopal, South, 
Christian and Baptist—with but one church editice, 
belonging to the Methodists, one school house, 
It also 
contains a lodge each of Masons, Good Templars 


postoffice, and a population of about 600, 


and Triple Alliance. 

Don is a postoftice in the western part of the 
county. 

Greenway, a town on the St. Louis & Texas 
Railroad, on Section 28, Township 20, Range 8, 
was laid out in February, 1883, by the South- 
western Improvement Company. It contains four 
general stores, one drug store, two groceries, one 
hardware and furniture store, one saloon, two saw- 
mills, two grist-mills, one stave factory, one school- 
house, two church organizations—Methodist and 
Baptist—tive physicians, one attorney, the post- 
office, and a population of about 500. 

Knobel, a station at the junction of the St. 
Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railroad and 
Helena branch, on the south part of Section 36, 
Township 20, Range 4, was established soon after 
the completion of the railroad. It contains three 
general stores, the railroad buildings, a large hotel, 
one school house and about twenty-five residences. 

Moark, situated on the same railroad, near the 
northern boundary of the county, was established 
soon after the road was completed. It contains 
three saw-mills, one of which is located on Black 
River, three miles east, being connected with the 
village by a wooden tramway, one general store, 
one school house, postoflice, and a few residences. 

Peach Orchard, St. 


Tron Mountain & Southern Railroad, on Section 


a station on the Louis, 


20, Township 19, Range +4, contains one general 


store, one cotton gin, with sorghum and corn mill 
attached, postoftice, and a few residences. 
Piggott, on the St. Louis & Texas Railroad, on 
Section 10, Township 20, Range 8, was laid out in 
November, ISS2. 


one drug store, three groceries, one cotton gin and 


It contains two general stores, 














(iat ban berod fear ilk ealiaiioy 
orjota amb Oma 
vyhatieta’ yr 


wiih PIE 
iya? Cts y ri pitt 

aintoit 
othr? 


1 Mal ifs tent=coyil (jolt Warten: 


ik et 
(OJON), VT 4IF FO Tice 
@ antysnolva 
tl ithe (pitta 


Hie 


te veut 134 45 iH Oi 


yt sh Poe lil iy elicert ug ernitdp res 
tive eta le TOD ir, bier bel fr?) 
Hild. dit 


Lic a eyOra 


art dy jeileril teal, suigiiiatedd. 


ragoey' # 
leva Sinan. eftt Ya ston eatin! 

aint e 
net oe 


Peary ay) 


RA dracy 


ty) i! 
ih Sipe 
natal his 
fis othe tecy 


i ‘ehey it , #ih4 


jn io woacnit 


waits A 
pevejaoe® ate neraalait, 


hind brit By 


logit “od 


astlynk cn 


gen? i fee feet Y 
wtaoleend 


“lirva 
' a] 


wth, “EO 


pecs Bax 


5 
4j52 * wine 


juciine oyu gs risa tan is oto allinkdairy owe tliat, 

PS PED dortilo - ays 

iielie wd. elaine y ayaa —-jaitqadt 
ion Ao rcatd oly ety e big Act 

1 oN To uidalioany Oot tA HoBNT 8 fodoual 

big | eliggd oraatiiuc’ ie pee) ee NE fort waiit  E 


Shoo sens l gistald 


ba bode tet met Risa tiays | 


hats 


Ved Wh? oY 


Act 


uae Te Fi line om 

frodaildates anv J see COS giles ih 
il ‘beorliws ot? to Savbpupcs ail) 
rfatioed Ermerttios Sak? ,2eRal= Leiaeiyg 
ADM ‘neers yea ioods4 Iu0 

hi ‘\ 1 oraae nit ao bedidre alot 
fa Gaue coeie ey, rattan A agate (fee 
live 40 Spent » aan aed WEF HAIR ihe 
‘ site, Ye ene. .BMiin Wie sexs 
id (ee bemenncs Guise dena eal 7H) iin 


pyaar nuboow 8 Yd @galliv 
stab labebgg Seo (oolby 400 
HugdaiO dose 
utodipoe . maimaolt ssorl 
whey ae Enishi f ngean OE qileanol UE 
via jooss burs aoniiroe tir oi Hottie sa inte 
“et 9 Lie eee eNg frorloirtis 
oe moileaA savy dy chen 6 mibiauo Atoyall 
ae ih hint sar A A ouiiatt (iq qtieanak. Or “gia 
awrite [prey oye Bland bed x keel. 
hon was nosh > te pai 


iAieaitan sna 
otieldest wok o Liv 
~ edi of galiele & 


botlat 


17 ha.1 


Oro sO 


Att Hohner t 


: =Fniphiaae oat iat) Anite ‘476 
pehh Datateny: nly 


«omit ae Te ooeay hein cat | ere 


te Hruiteronydel eT deer + 


stig Rei papavhh vaisneig-oalt 4 ‘es asia 


tht BO Ao hariaia ii 24 



















































Galan nan sutl Medial to 
at ¥mld, Sih how RAL i done wit +i 
“put Dah ianrsKy ‘goal avadl. enenrTy 1 
ont UNE ai tanedldyetnt wid) poi TREY 


minrouvtarctany vatiigit havi 
evadiryad | od” 
honda ane weer “habits I 
ied ti esti wee Ob TfAT fe a 
hard aneeait't my laser? (ans bolnngiedte pita 
ie nplirze: Hi op Oty pit eth lerfor ali 
rralinol¢ 
sot haiti orow aiblie 1 roles 
yor) Hie bomietinion olidw yore a abe 
38 HOMES, Rsiblor Yo ransayiaes vost’ 
“ol Mf Eats haa Gad 2 aye. , Ww 
Ce nt Ab Ssilve idioma, Yiimgiecting belurmet 9 
itepeereey any dant’ ‘fyateilsie oes wah A be 
‘canine Lb ean 4 0 Jqed va 
“ty ea selied RG Yo: gpitaietroo abran® ¢ 
driv sujankl fo) SIAL Yo gage add at’! 
ira! becinneslanied havo saloy rao (ayalio'h to 
aula ove Qiude doko 2 4a on ghit a® 
it SOLS, acetates to wie nied edt To hm 
iat ebinti) anya 1p pouriey toe artt adie 
tp WOLn, abel) at aed poieroqail’ 

betict opr inet, fievtontie odd to isa 
yiiteh dial jiriatbintordbersd isisasy of Coe 


ino railet show aixpiis So rata & pee 
we SU ett bedevens vu” "bay 





hort Mindeand on eb 
Huson od? Silivaby 
Ty ob ode how ed? to teritap yh 
Haleildegia ail 0 egued A yidenwoT ad 
sot AE Tie) set! pastor tld unease 11 
GG remap m0 wiale gush ano: or: 
ailiot aaa bam ing dtiw- eniig-wotten om 
Awl gaily, owt “sagod-loudae’ suo" 8 ibodt 
Gtedesdort faihortndé hee ulino8 st 
hel weoteitod oc sora Mad 
adios tonne hia hat olla BHO 
ot" “aa iy synianbaryng fn fina, seat 
as ii alt “sit Ait to re Le 
ie US Dia las A) deen? 6 tami 
Ta ee an 


















OSceoia. 


Mississipp) County ARKANSAS. 





Vitttigy Le 


2g NOL ESE EO RECS a 









. inte: i, boil |, Lag 
| baaadahytou0l iaegeiM ae 


ee ; 





Lrg hn nxt 


EPRI Scr RUMEN pen ey ASSET OREN A per aie bre RW saearr OF EMR — 
SERRA MRR epimers sry 





POLIO AE 


RET SEE ORAL ae 


ST ESF NIE FE ES REE ES 








SSeS 


a 


pe 


re a 


4 


A 


a 














| 
| 


i 
a ¢ I 
— 
vv 3S 
# 


CLAY COUNTY. 


grist-mill combined, one stave factory, one hotel, 
some work-shops, one school house, church and 
hall combined, a lodge of Odd Fellows, a post of 
the G. A. R., two physicians, and about 150 
inhabitants. 

Pitman, a postoffice hamlet, is in the extreme 
northwest corner of the county. 

Rector, on the St. Louis & Texas Railroad, on 
the south half of Section 28, Township 19, Range 
7, was laid out in June, 1852, by the Southwestern 
Improvement Company. It contains seven gen- 
eral stores, three drug stores, one grocery, two 
(temperance) saloons, one hardware and grocery, 
one harness and saddlery store, some work-shops, 
a photograph gallery, one stave factory, two saw- 
mills, two cotton gins. with grist-mills attached, 
one livery stabie, two hotels, one meat market, a 
millinery store, postofiice, four church organiza- 
tions—Baptist, Cumberland Presbyterian, Meth- 
odist Episcopal, South, and Methodist Protestant; 
two church edifices, a lodge each of Masons, Odd 
Fellows and Knights of Honor, a public school- 
house, two select or private schools, four physi- 
cians, and a population of 700 or over. 

St. Francis, on the St. Louis & Texas Railroad, 
on the west bank of St. Francis River, was laid 
out in January, 1883, by the Southwestern Im- 
provement Company. It contains six general 
stores, one drug store, four groceries, four saw- 
mills, one stave factory, one meat market, some 
work shops, two churches, Methodist and Cum- 
berland Presbyterian, two hotels, one school house, 
restaurant, postoftice, two physicians, a lodge of 
Triple Alliance, and a population of about 200. 

Thurman is a postoffice seven miles west of 
Corning. 

Vidette is a postoffice ten miles northwest of 
Corning. 

Williams is a postoflice four miles west of Moark. 

The press of Clay County has ever exerted no 
slight influence in the growth and development of 
this section. While not numerous, those journals 
found here are ever active and energetic in giving 
to the outside unprejudiced, candid facts relating 
to the locality whose interests they represent. 

The Corning Index, a six-column folio weekly 


newspaper, at Corning, was established in the fall 
of 1887. It is pubbshed by Clyde C. Estes, and 
edited by E. D. Estes in an acceptable manner, in- 
dicating ability and force. 

The Clay County Record, a seven-column week- 
ly newspaper published at Rector, was established 
in January, 1859, by its present proprietor, Mr. 
Taylor. This journal also has at heart the welfare 
of the community, and enjoys a liberal circulation. 

Before the inauguration of the free school sys- 
tem, the educational facilities of the territory now 
composing: this county were very meager. The 
old subscription schools taught in the primitive log 
school houses were generally of little benefit to the 
country. The scholastic population of the county 
in. 1882 amounted to 2,863, tive of them being 
colored, and in 1886 it reached 3,274, with only 
one colored—an increase, in the four years, of 411. 
In the latter year only 1,791 pupils (all white) 
were enrolled in the public schools, but a little over 
one-half of the scholastic population. This shows 
that the schools were not well attended, or that 
nearly one-half of the children were not compelled 
to attend school. For the year ending June 3), 
1886, there were thirty-four male and eight female 
teachers employed to teach the common schools of 
the county. The male teachers of the first grade 
were paid an average salary of $50 per month. and 
the female teachers of the same grade $37.50 per 
month. The male teachers of the second grade 
were paid an average salary of 335, and the female 
teachers 332.00 per month. The male teachers of 
the third grade were paid an average salary of ~205, 
and the female teachers $20 per month. The 
number of school houses reported in the county in 
1886 was thirty-six, both frame and log, valued at 
86,505. The amount of revenue received for the 
year ending June 30, 1886, was 313,224.60, and 
the amount expended for the same time was 
$11,272.00, leaving a balance on hand of $1,951.60, 
These statistics have been taken from the last pub- 
lished report of the State superintendent of pub- 


lic instruction. The pubhe schools here, as else- 
where, are improving and becoming more and 
more efficient. 


The first organization of the Methodist Epis 
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copal Church, South, in Clay County was effected 
at Mar’s Hill, four miles north of Boydsville, early 
in the 50’s, and the first church edifice was erected 
there in 1806. The next society was organized at 
the house of Capt. F. 5. White, at Oak Bluff, in 
1856, near where Evans’ Chapel was erected the 
next year. There are now three circuits of this 
church within the county, with an aggregate of 
eighteen organizations and about 5/0 members. 
The circuits are the Boydsville, St. Francis and 
Corning, belonging to the Jonesboro district of 
White River conference. 

Salem Church, three-fourths of a mile south 
ef Boydsville, was the first Missionary Baptist 
Church organized within the county, and the num- 
ber has since increased to fourteen, with a total 
membership of 630. Elder Lloyd preached here 
forty years ago, and was probably the first Mis- 
sionary Baptist minister in the county. The Beth- 
lehem Missionary Baptist Association was organ- 
ized at Salem Church in 1568. 

The first society of the Methodist Protestant 
Church within the territory of Clay County was 
organized in 1808, at Liberty Hill, tive miles north 
of Rector. 
tions within the county, with a membership of 
about 300. 

The oldest Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
here was organized at Chalk Bluff, about the year 
1855. There are now four organizations, located 
respectively at St. Francis, Piggott, Greenway and 
Rector. 
100. 

Within the county there are at least two Regu- 
lar Baptist Churches, with an aggregate member- 
ship of about fifty, and one or more Free Will 
Baptist Churches. There are also a few Christian 
Churches of recent organization. 


There are now ten or more organiza- 


The total membership numbers, perhaps, 


ae me 


S. W. Alexander, manufacturer and dealer in 
hard wood lumber, railroad ties, wayons, agricul- 
tural implements. car material, ete., at Corning, 
Ark., was born in Hancock County, Ind., October 
17, 1835, his parents, James and Mary (Mac 
Michael) Alexander, and his grandparents, on 





both sides, being natives of Orange County, N. C. 
They all emigrated at an early day (about 1825) 
to Indiana where they died. The great-grand- 
father was in the Revolutionary War, and fired the 
first cannon James Alexander 
remained in Hancock County, Ind., until the 
spring of 1857, when he emigrated to Polk County, 
Towa, where he was living at the time of his death, 
in 1882. His wife died in 1872, have borne five 
children: John C., Julia A.. Simeon W., James 
A. and Louisa. 


in that service. 


Mr. Alexander was a farmer py 
occupation. Simeon W. Alexander, our subject, 
was reared and educated in his native county, and 
from childhood has been familiar with farm life. 
On reaching his majority he was married, and emi- 
grated to Illinois, locating in Cumberland County. 
where he was engaged in the saw-mili business 
until 1859, when he removed to Polk County, 
Iowa, but returned to Illinois in December, 1863, 
and there resided wutil the fall of 1S69. In the 
fall of that year he sold his mill and returned to 
Iowa, where he remained until 1886, being en- 
gaged in both lumbering and farming on an exten- 
sive scale. He owned 400 acres of good land, and 
on coming to Clay County, embarked in the lumber 
He still con- 
tinues this business and employs a great many 
hands. 2,400 acres of land in 
Clay County, some 1,000 of which will make fine 
farming land when improved. 


business, putting up a large saw-mill. 
He owns about 


He also has one of 
the best houses in the county, situated in Corn- 
October 23, 1856, he was married to Miss 
Mary Faster, a native of Indiana, by whom he has 
seven children: William (in Dakota), Lucy M., 
Cora (wife of T. J. Conway, of Chicago), Charles 
W., Addie, Freddie and Edward. Mr. Alexander 
is a member of the I. O. O. F., and is one of the 
public-spirited men of Clay County, always being 


ing. 


ready to advance the interests of the people. 

J. H. Allen, stockman and farmer of Clay 
County, Ark., was born in North Carolina in July, 
1828, being the eighth of nine children born to 
Isaac and Sarah (Hawkins) Allen, who were born 
in North Carolina and Virginia, respectively, the 
latter being a daughter of a Revolutionary patriot. 
Both parents died on their home farm in North 
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CLAY COUNTY. 





Carolina. 
for some time and remained at home until twenty- 
four years of age, being engaged in overseeing 
the farm until the breaking out of the Rebellion, 
when he gave up this work and began operating a 
grist mill. In November, 1866, he came to what 
is now Clay County (then Randolph County), and 
settled twenty-five miles from Pocahontas, in which 
locality he rented land for some time. He then 
purchased 380 acres of wild land two miles west 
of Knobel, on which he immediately began to 
make improvements. At the present time he has 
150 acres under cultivation, well improved with 
good buildings, orchard, fences, ete. He has 
added 120 acres to his original purchase, on which 
he raises a large number of horses, cattle and hogs 
each year. He has devoted most of his cultivated 
land to corn and stock for his cattle and horses, 
but this year (1889) has put in about fifty acres of 
cotton. He has always been quite active in poli- 
tics, and has held the office of justice of the 
peace for ten years, and has been school director 
a number of years. In 1853 he married Miss 
Margaret Wagner, who was born in North Carolina, 
and by her had five children: William, John, 
Isaac, Henry, and Albert, all of whom are dead. 
In 1871 he married Miss Nancy Demaree. a native 
of Illinois, and to them were born three children: 
Amanda, Jesse and David, all now living at home. 

Capt. John J. Allen was born in Lee County, 
Ga., on the 2nd of July, 1841, and is the son of 
Edward M. and Mary J. (Knight) Allen. The 
father was born in the ‘‘ Palmetto State’’ in 1819 
of Scotch-Irish parents, and was a mechanic and 
ginwright, making machines by hand. He was 
taken to Georgia when small, and was there reared 
to manhood. During the Indian troubles in the 
Southern States, especially in Florida, Mr. Allen 
participated as a private, and received in payment 
for his services a land warrant for 160 acres, and 
in 1853 chose the land on which Capt. John J. Allen 
Prior to this, however, he took a 
and 


now resides. 
trip through Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi 
the Indian Territory, making the journey on horse- 
back, a distance of 38.000 miles. He then re- 
turned to Georgia, and the following year (1853) 


J. H. Allen attended the public schools | 





located in Arkansas, the nearest post-office at that 
time being sixteen miles distant, and the second 
nearest (Pocahontas) fifty miles distant. The 
families of McNiel, Nettles, Wooter, Singleton, 
Copeland, Sexton and White, were the only ones 
miles. Wild animals 


within a radius of ten 


_ roamed the country at will, and Indians were also 


very numerous. Schools were almost unknown, 
and Mr. Allen assisted in building many of the 
first houses. John G. Taylor, a Missionary Bap- 
tist minister, came with Mr. Allen to the State, and 
preached the first sermen in Northeast Arkansas. 
The latter opened thirty acres of land the first 
year, which was heavily covered with timber. He 
was a slave owner, and served for twelve months 
in the Confederate army under Price, holding the 
rank of captain, when he resigned on account of his 
age. He died in 1877. 
Jasper County, Ga., about 1822, 
married to Mr. Allen, by whom she became 
the mother of ten children: William A., John J., 
Elizabeth J.. Edward M., Thomas M., living to 
be grown, and the following dying in infancy: 
Martha, Stapie, and two infants. Mrs. Allen died 
in 1860, and Mr. Allen then married Sarah J. 
Palmer, Robert, 
Georgia L., George W., Willie, and Odus. Capt. 
Allen, our subject, has resided in Arkansas since 


His wife was born in 
and was there 


who bore him five children: 


twelve years of age, but spent his entire school 
days in Georgia. He was reared on the farm on 
which he is now residing, and remained at home 
until his marriage at the age of eighteen years, 
when he was engaged in farming until 1861. Then 
he enlisted in Company H, Fifth Arkansas’ Volun- 
teer Infantry, and served until the close of the 
war, participating in many battles: Helena, Fred- 
ericksburg, Boonville, Lexington, Newtonia, and 
many others of less note. He enlisted as a pri- 
vate, but was promoted to captain, and was then 
transferred to the cavalry, serving two years. 
After coming home he engaged in farming, and in 
1868 opened a mercantile establishment at Seatter- 
ville, and followed this occupation in connection 
He then 


to Tilton, where he was occupied in business until 


with ginning for four years. removed 


August, ISSS, since which time he has been one of 
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He has 
been a large specuiator in land. and in addition to 
His 
farm comprises about 4.000 acres, and he has 
2,200 acres in Greene County, besides consider- 
able land in other districts, all of which is the re- 
sult of his own labor. He was married to Miss 
Permelia L. MeNiel, a daughter of Neil MecNiel. 
She was born in Clay County, Ark., and she and 
Capt. Allen are the parents of five children: Mary 
L., James B., Minnie A., Myrtie, and Charles A. 
In 1872 Mrs. Allen died, and Mr. Allen then mar- 
ried Nancy O. MeNiel, a sister of his first wife. 
Their children are: George M., Gertrude, Harry 
P., Carrie, and Leonard W. Capt. Allen has 
never been a political man, the highest oftice he 
ever held being that of notary public. He is one 
of the best known men in the county. and is a 
member of the I. O. O. F., the Knights of Pythias, 
and the Masonic fraternity, and has long been con- 
nected with the Missionary Baptist Church. 
Joshua Bare, of St. 
Francis Township, is a fair sample of what can be 
accomplished by industry and perseverance.  Al- 
though starting life with a limited amount of this 
world’s goods, he is now one of the substantial 
farmers of the county, and is the owner of 240 
acres of land in the home place, with 160 acres 
Aside 
from this he is the owner of another tract of land 


the successful business men of Rector. 


his farm, runs a stave factory and saw-mill. 


farmer and stock raiser 


cleared, on which he has good buildings. 


in the township, one and a quarter miles from 
the home place, consisting of 160 acres of timber 
land. 
St. Francis bottoms, with about 1V0 acres cleared, 
and has an interest in 205 acres of other lands, all 
Mr. 
Bare was born in Crawford County, Ind., Decem- 
ber 13, 1883, and is the son of Jacob Bare and 
Nancy (Copple) Bare, the latter of German descent. 
The father was born in Vireinia but was reared in 
Indiana. After marriage he settled in Crawford 
County of that State. where he followed farming 
until about 1843. when he moved to Tlinois and 


He also possesses some 320 acres in the 


the result of industry and good management. 


settled in Jefferson County. He resided there up 
to 1865, when he eame to Arkansas, and located in 


what is now Clay County. Here he died in Feb- 


ee cme 





OF ARKANSAS. 


ruary, 1S77. He served as sheriff and deputy 
sheriff in Indiana, and was quite a prominent man. 
Joshua Bare was reared in Jefferson County, Il., 
and came to Arkansas in 18505, locating in Clay 
County, but what was then Greene County, and 
He then bought 


eighty acres near Brown's Ferry, resided there 


entered eighty acres of land. 


about fifteen years, after which he sold this, and 
He has 
Susan 


bought the place where he now lives. 
been four times Miss 
Williams: then to Nancy Brown, who bore him 


married; first. to 
one daughter, Peggy A., wife of John Nettle: his 
next marriage was to Mrs. Nettle. a widow. who 


bore him four children: Clarissa (wife of Wiley 


Thomas), Joshua, Bettie and Arabella. Mr. 
Bare’s fourth marriage was to Mrs. Marietta 


Sarver, a widow, ani the daughter of Jacob Sarver. 
Three children were born to this union: Jacob, 
Mattie and John Harry. When Mr. Bare first 
came to the State it was a comparative wilderness, 
and for about eleven winters he was engaged in 
He has killed bear. wolves, wild cats, 
He would 
average about $200 worth of furs annually at that 
business. Mr. Bare has been a member of the 
I. O. O. F. for thirteen years. Mrs. Bare belongs 
to the Christian Church. 
might be written of many of Mr. Bare’s 


trapping. 
lots of deer, turkey and small game. 


An interesting volume 
hunting 
expeditions, but space will permit mention of only 
the following: In 1867, one of his neighbors, Billy 
Maner, a single man, had struck camp some seven 
miles south of where our subject lived, in a wild 
locality on Old River. Mr. Bare went on one occa- 
sion to spend the night with him. but found the 
unsuccessiul hunter without food. Starting the 
next morning with a determination to return only 
after he shot something, he traveled some distance, 
occasionally seeing game which could not be se- 
eured. Later on, while not far from camp, he 
killed two wolves, and being of a humorous dispo- 
sition, the thought was suggested to pass off this 
meat upon the unsuspecting Billy as venison. 
Bringing a portion of the animal to headquarters 
(together with a squirrel), and assuring him that 
a large buek had been killed, the mess was eaten 
by the victim of Mr. Bare’s joke, with a casual 
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remark as to its toughness, ete. Subsequently 
the truth was told. Daagination rather than 


words ean picture the result of such a revelation. 
In 1876 athree-days’ hunt was indulged in by Mr. 
Bare, two of his nephews and a little negro boy. 
Starting with a cart and a yoke of oxen, they drove 
into a bottom farm, proceeding horse-back until 
about a mile from their camping ground, when 
fresh bear tracks were discovered. Before very 
long an effort to seeure bruin was commenced, and 
proved fruitful. While waiting for help to remove 
the animal (which weighed about 400 pounds) a 
large buck was killed by Mr. Bare. These furnish 
but mere instances of his good fortune with the 
gun and rifle. 

W. F. Barnes, undertaker and furniture dealer, 


of Corning, Ark., has been in bnsiness here since 


August, 1888, when he purchased his stock of | 


goods of Mr. Bishop and continued at that stand 


until June 1, 1889, when he moved to his present 


location. His establishment is a two-story frame 
building, 40x20 feet, now under process of erec- 
tion, which will, when finished, be commodious 
and substantial. Mr. Barnes’ success in this line 
has been due to his energy and enterprise, and his 
establishment is now one of the leading concerns 
of this kind in the county. He was born in Law- 
rence County, Ill., in 1856, and was the eldest in 
a family of eight cbildren born to John and Jane 
(Thompson) Barnes, who were Kentuckians by 
birth, but emigrated to Illinois in their youth, 
where they grew to maturity and met and married. 
The father settled with his parents in Lawrence 
County in 1526, and afterward became a successful 
farmer and teacher of that region, following these 
occupations for many years in that State. He died 
in 1885, but his widow is still residing in Illinois. 
The paternal grandfather was an early settler of 
Illinois, home. Mr. 
Barnes was early inured to the duties of farm life, 


where he also makes his 


and during his youth also attended the common 
schools of Lawrence and Wabash Counties, IU. 
He engaged in farming for himself in. that State 
and was married there in ISS2 to Miss Hlla P. 
Price, a native of that county. Her parents, Jo- 
seph and Hannah (Dart) Price, were born in Ohio 





and Kentucky, respectively, and are now residing 
In 1887 Mr. Barnes came to Cornins 


> 


in Illinois. 
Ark:, and until 1888 worked at the carpenter’s 
trade, but has since been engaged in his present 
business. Politically he is a Democrat, and always 
supports the principles of that party. He belongs 
to the K. of H. and the I. 0. G. T., and he and 
wife are members of the Methodist Chureh. They 
are the parents of two children: Opal V. and 
Verna D. 
is the owner of some valuable town property, and 
predicts a bright future for Corning. 

Zachariah T. Bearden was born in Montgomery 
Jounty, Tenn., September 29, 1849, and is the son 
of John and Prudence (Majors) Bearden. John 
Bearden was born in Montgomery County, Tenn., 
and is of Irish-English parentage. He received 
a fair, common-school education, later followed 
farming and emigrated to Clay County, Ark., in 
1851. The county was called Greene County at 
that time, but was afterward changed to Clay. At 
that early day there were but six families in an area 
ten miles square, and all the hardships and priva- 
tions incident to pioneer life were experienced by 
Mr. Bearden. 


Mr. Barnes has done well financially, 


Schools were taught on the sub- 
scription plan, and church was held about once a 
month in old log cabins. Mr. Bearden was a slave 
owner but generally preferred white labor. He was 
the owner of a large farm, but was broken up dur- 
ing the war. He died May 10, 1888, being seventy. 
six years of age. During life he was never an 
office seeker, but was elected by the people, with- 
out solicitation, to the office of county treasurer. 
Mrs. Bearden was also reared in Tennessee, grew to 
womanhood there, and was married in that State. 
Nine children were the result of this union: Rich- 
ard E., Isom K., Judge H., Zach. T., Samuel J., 
Susan U., William J., Robert W. and Mary E. 
Mrs. Bearden died in this county, August 16, IS77. 
Grandfather and Grandmother Bearden died in 
Tennessee; she was a native of North Carolina. 
Grandfather and Grandmother Majors were na 
tives of West Virginia, and at an early day emi- 
grated to Tennessee. Zachariah T. Bearden came 
with his parents to Arkansas when two vears of 


age, settling in Greene County, and there remained 





= 


5 | hoaas gael beat yderet 
sii hy od 10 7240 ak stort, 
2 nace, Sly dp lets Fedl Wan fins ak 
jd it beusapi junad sevelie aah ind soba 
j ios sommeCL a dior vaste, senate 
i iy a tedd de f stile Geld abr Oe jie 
i ith rT i) A bik) Tath Fevie ae Sih I 
i] Loti) fethailtel wilt) nil ia us eet: Vl 
J Lrid met hethy Bill Pith 
tae lige enol es at Lif c] Ris 7 
7 | its d pet fovea? ata fehavy ive Tey gies fittl Mi 
» oul srg Sige we atsibyn) 
‘ yal n ait obit s PD ilninidoaN 
| i i ihor Wiel Ge oadigeic _ ee ad PRETO, 9 is 
itabas ra (ete ald y aatieat aya nok tu 
oD, wot) aiepoy) ced iP iid) sy imDyupth 
| huvieset abe .oaainenig gl NeeenteeyT to. at-bau 
Hi? yada! neideinle iia digiiates ints os 
atAS ptt) val) vot Letegnore) bait “warairet 
ini) eneAir holing ee PIR yeah Gast 
jf Jat Buewinite Fetite ann) di , tee pls 
ern db ' Zia. tthe ayaa aroun ah gives histld 
| fur squlelired eft Mp Dis’ ely pe ali "nat 
aes cry nL ron One OF Maa tude Raped 
{ I 1) hignod ots elgSe ccnairwed 40 
i ! | Wh rd Petiey abp.. iol iyirse 
i ; tf Msicare tél vie ai hae vat 
; ; ; wisi ait oi 13) rete | fiers dae intl Try 
rea ‘ avt tf oiynt oil O%e teyir ods 


amalad vee OT yay hg joi oH niisve. itd atti 

TZ Sp ye Peel nth per nee f 

| iy ling, ade vd hedvale etry in! aide ube Botta 
Hawt ‘ett olf Oy Mit iesigioe LG 
(1ST WELG BR Hab waned 5 


ope 10 eAlioy. zie 


2 
fifo’ wo 


i fall ot fein sevobeae stad i ood oainow 
alee Gn ost) aaee sta tliat® ani 
usa 7 .tisbd ..H op ag at wel paek eta 
2. 4 wa han TT dedoti Se ae od. aeene. 
Tel Oi devuaed sctasoo 2i Vat Rei abi Heh axle 
ih aghweT teultoubiusyd) Dak: rodteibaai 
onilownD dior to syuion, 4 any OMe teoeesnye | 
eo wer etormbh tdtonthit me Fri doulpelineneh) 
(aie wih “tne 1 Sai, ini ae Aga dt io: Bere ta 
Nites a Atma i is rite ee eenciio's, ot Bataan 
| Te meter get ated a iteghad. of eleva el Asi 
api yes’ eee Tec nai 


7 [= 


“apis eid? 1 


epee 


ao es el 





clirtnadh bist 


Bai th Fr) 3 ae 


Bau0 f 


, band He TORT aa attend eps OF iro 


yd easy itagaly drew 


Ti aanat te sith, wd a howe qhes aire 






































































efeieuaatt ots artis 4 
aadly opaultia) HoigaD cael blag pete: 
qantalaver Boge te Hien ott wage tivbay 4 
TUE (hin Seogiuvtint awe sand “warhol a 
wont oie hast & thew oe eid fe ow v 





vider’ shad earn i alae ‘net sero 
Gruli: (haitoriy gubicpesnmis vind iebernd alia 
i iL berreoey orem adona a ad we 


eras trie? Ging) 70d waitie wold i hiay 
y\ sbinben GU trode horlgiow dendwid 
tom bosd) ean lh id f haltid aaw 
orth itiee suchas ig ail tg nv senieern 


16 ashe a Reece od one eae 
bine smite Pewntiioy bus godeit! aN Yous 
Loiehig. aH fiaiian ed ede Geet: tS 
qxmad senuiecowies: ef decnereeilefis ten ai” 
outto, VO ageorthy ~ovant ros) ia H820¥ 
HOUR Geos at yatar cel iodo ieee 
enttt ‘ayaht itr eran lees ph. wil Lad 
pradste’ fiers eaanay elit wut only 
win wou ei deen 
iene aft ai baile 
e#E af IT yang" 

bunt ead —crydh ae itd jito tiie to, 
oe 21s | Conta 
uy sarong ti id 





ata Eile pe | i 
attestesnsitiigul wat 20 


ol ob aigd eh ot 


ce je atyhe eer Paew: , st 


Thee 


Le pe ‘weil Ay plowilit 


the “uote pe onics tn wy YP hens » Neae oi “than 
aeeishy It waiwall Olga duit Yo aedoued bas 
2 dmithiaas eine ye eineuts 10} 60) 

ian. ay AeA Beat {lite at wobiw wid and in 
_ ie ‘(hi85 da ae veibatchetly ae . 
suk ieeebeb “etl eydeu ocls ed eredw | 


oudtienog fila foots ie verti iso sn 
i veiiaicd ‘Apart aH Deity sera 
edmte dart ani! Slant. 10/9 tirhemyt nif 
‘. vita waiBK, Gh RL ai moi pore i Ds 
& ningtoy: wh Pi ied ——. 



























HISTORY 


OF 





ARKANSAS. 





assisting his father on the farm until twenty-one 
years of age. His educational advantages were 
rather limited, but by self study he became a well 
informed man. At the age mentioned he began 
business for himself by hiring out at a cotton gin by 
the day, and later followed clerking. He 
bought a tract of land and carried on agricultu- 
ral pursuits for nine years. January 2, 1873, he 
married Miss Elizabeth Harber, a native of Dyer 
County, Tenn., and the daughter of G. A. Har- 
ber. The fruits of this union were five children, 
four now living: Drewy D., George O., John S. 
and Ethel M. The one deceased was named Dora 
L. Mr. Bearden engaged in the mercantile busi- 


then 


ness at his present stand in 1882, building the sec- 
ond house in Rector, and has been occupied in 
merchandising ever since. He is also interested 
in a large timber business. 
merchandise valued at about $3,000, and also buys 
and exchanges cotton. He is a Democrat in his 
political views. Mrs. Bearden is a member of the 


Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 


He earries a stock of 


the representative citizens of this section, is a na- 
tive of Humphreys County, Tenn., where he was 
reared and where he received a fair education in 
the common schools. 
Martha (Skelton) Biffle, the grandson of Nathan 
Biffle, and the great-grandson of Jacob Biftle, who 
came from Germany many years ago. To William 
Biffle and wife were born six children, B. B. Biffle 
being the eldest. He left his native county at the age 
of twenty-one years, or in 1879, and made his way 
to Clay County, Ark., where he started a store in 
Greenway, and, although a young man, he was the 
first to engage in merchandising at that place. 
After that, in connection with his store, he was for 
some time occupied in running a stave mill, but in 


daughter of Thomas Turner, of Tennessee. He and 
Mrs. Biffle are members of the Methodist Church. 

Sylvanus Bishop, wagon-mnaker, painter and 
farmer, is a son of Stephen M. and Caroline (Bun- 
nell) Bishop, and was born in Crawford County, 
Penn., March 1, 1541. His parents were also born 
in that State, and in 1837 emigrated to Indiana, 
but, after remaining there a short time, returned 
About 1844 they again came to 
Indiana, where they made their home until 1$80, 


to Pennsylvania. 


then moving to Peabody, Kas., where Mr. Bishop 
died in 18S6. To them 
were born fifteen children, eleven of whom are 
living: Jefferson, Sylvanus, Stephen W., Adeline, 
David, Elmira J., Merriman, Silas, Delilah, Mon- 
roe and Daniel 8. Sylvanus Bishop attained bis 
growth in Indiana, and in 1861 enlisted in Com- 
pany E, Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry, and 
served until the close of the war, participating in 


His widow still survives. 


the following engagements: Shiloh, Stone Hiver, 
Chickamauga, Liberty Gap and others. At the 


| battle of Shiloh he was wounded by a gun-shot in 
B. B. Biffle, sheriff of Clay County, and one of 


He isthe son of William and | 


the left arm. 
but succeeded in making his escape, and. after a 
time, was discharged for disability, owing to the 
effects of small-pox, which he had contracted in 
From that time until 1877 he was 


At Stone River he was captured, 


the service. 
engaged in learning and working at his trade in 
Indiana, and then came to Clay County, Ark., and 
has since resided at Corning. He owns a small 
farm adjoining the town, which is in a good state 
of cultivation and well improved, and this he con- 
ducts in connection with carrying on his trade. In 
January, 1886, he was married to Miss Mary E. Ben- 


_ edict, a native of New York State, by whom he has 


September, 1888, he was elected to the office of | 


sheriff, and then closed ont the milling and stave 
business, to give his undivided attention to his 
official duties. He fills that position in an able 
and efficient manner, and to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. He is a member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, of the Blue Lodge and Chapter. 


companion in life he Ella 


For his 


chose Miss Turner, 





five children: Anna M., John L., Amy W., Elsie 
V. and A. McDonald. 
members of the Baptist Church, and he belon 


Mr. and Mrs. Bishop are 
gs 
to the Masonic fraternity. He has been a school 
director for about eleven years, and is interested 
in all public enterprises. For some ten years he 
was engaged in the undertaker’s business, his 


He 


now gives his attention to his shop, and is doing 


profits amounting to about 31,900 per year. 


well. His son, John L., is an intelligent voung 


man, and is one of the first teachers in the county. 
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CLAY COUNTY. 








James Blackshare. 
every condition of life 


Among all classes and in 
where the struggle for a 
livelihood is going on, where will independence 
be found more clearly demonstrated than in the 
life of the honest, Mr. 


Blackshare, who has followed agricultural pursuits 


industrious farmer? 
for the past fifty-two years, and who has never 
missed a crop during the years thus spent, is a fair 
He 
was born in West Tennessee, in 1824, and is the 
son of Rev. Jacob and Mary (Berry) Blackshare, 
the father a native of Tennessee, born in 1802, 
and the mother born in 1799. 


example of the independent tiller of the soil. 


James. Blackshare 
was left motherless at the age of ten years, and 
May 27, 1847, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Sarah A. Dines, who bore him five sons: William 
S., a member of the firm of Blackshare & Co., 
in the manufacturing of staves and in the gen- 
eral milling business, is married and the father of 
six children; Robert B. (deceased), left a widow 
and five children; Sidney A. (deceased), left a 
widow and five children; James T., liveson a farm 
near Boydsville, is married and the father of three 
sons, and Jacob L., farmer near Boydsville, is 
married, and the father of two sons and two 
daughters. The mother of these children died in 
1857. March 14, 1858, Myr. Blackshare took for 
his second wife Mrs. Ruth E. Evans, of Tennessee, 
and in the fall of the same year he and family 
moved to Clay County (then Greene County), 
Ark., and settled on the farm where he is now re- 
siding, three miles northeast of Boydsville, which 
consisted of eighty acres, to which he added eighty 
more. To his last marriage were born six chil- 
dren, three of whom suryive at the present: Mary 
F., wife of Dr. John J. Prince, and the mother of 
one daughter, resides at Bethel Station, Tenn., 
where her husband follows his profession and is 
also engaged inmerchandising; John S., a merch- 
ant at Rector, married and the father of one child. 


a daughter; Ora A., the wife of A. J. Burton, and 
the mother of three children, two daughters and 


a son, is now living near her father, where her 
husband is occupied in farming; Ira E., died in 
his sixteenth year. Mr. Blackshare came to this 


State with his wife and seven children in 
13 


two 


wagons, drawn by oxen, being the owner of seven 
or eight head of cattle, six or eight head of horses, 
and about $200 in money. The tirst winter before 
there were gins introduced into the country, the 
eotton, which they picked with their fingers, was 
made into clothing for the family. There were no 
mills then except little hand mills, which were only 
used to grind corn, and were called corn crackers. 
the kernel about four 


A few years later Mr. Blackshare raised a 


They would crack into 
pieces. 
little wheat and ground it in the same mills and 
‘*sarcht it;’’ this consisted of a box with a muslin 
cloth over it, opened at one end, on which was 
dropped some of the meal, and then by a rocking 
motion the bran was forced to the top and back 
through the opening at the rear, while the fine 
flour passed through the muslin into the box. At 
that time their trading was done by exchanging 
pelting and furs for salt, sugar, coffee, ete., at 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., 100 miles distant, to which 
place they made their trips with ox teams about 
Mr. Blackshare has not taken a 
drink of liquor of any kind. or a chew of tobacco, 


once a year. 


for over forty years, or since joining the church, 
and has always been willing to render aid, as far 
as he was able, to all laudable enterprises. He 
and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Mr. 
magistrate for four terms of two years each, and 
He is a 


Blackshare was township 


was also county treasurer for two terms. 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and is one of 
the representative men of the county. He is now 
the owner of 340 acres of land, after having sup- 
ported his family and settled nine children at an 
expense of $14,000, and does not owe a cent. 

W. S. Blackshare, of the milling and stave 
manufacturing firm of W. S. Blackshare & Co., 
is a native of Tennessee, born in November, 154%). 
and came to Clay County, Ark., with his father, 
James Blackshare, when a boy of nine years. 
Here he grew to manhood on a farm, and in 1878 
he was appointed by Gov. Garland to the office of 
sheriff of the county, and for two years he was 
county treasurer, having also tilled that office for 
incumbents. 


several He was deputy sheriff for 


four years, and is considered one of the leading 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





business men of the county. He is the owner of 
about 200 acres of land on his home place, which 
adjoins the town of Boydsville, and has about 
1500 acres in the country. the best 
buildings to be found in the county, all erected 
by himself. The house is a two story frame, 
16x40, with a one story L fifty feet long and 
sixteen feet wide, and a porch running the entire 
length of the L. He also has a very large cistern 
under cover. He has two large frame barns, one 
30x 40, two stories high, and the other 30x50 
feet, also two stories high, with out-sheds on the 
sides. On his farm on the Cache he has built 
another house on the same plan as his home place, 
and he is also building a good barn there. He was 
married to Miss Emily S. Cox. who lived but 
eighteen months after marriage, and died in 1871, 
leaving him a son, Arthur Lee, who is attending 
the home school. For his second wife Mr. Black- 
share married Miss Mary A. Ellis, daughter of 
Rev. Ira O. Ellis, who came here from Mississippi, 
where his father, Rev. Reuben Ellis, was an 
itinerant preacher in the Methodist Church, South. 
Mrs. Ira O. Ellis is still living in Missouri. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Blackshare were born these children: 
Ezra O., Annie (who is dead), Edgar M., Angie, 

Mr. Blackshare belongs to 
and is also a member of the 


and has 


Lena and Jennie. 
the: I. O. 0.) F); 
Masonic fraternity, into which order 
initiated about the time he was twenty-one years 
of age. In his political views he affiliates with 
the Democratic party. In 1871 he engaged in the 
mercantile business at Big Creek, with his father, 
buying out the interest of Judge Royall, paying 
$500 on time for the goods, and in 1878 removed 
This business he continued until 


he was 


to Boydsville. 
January, 1558, having in the meantime several 
partners; first the firm was J. & W. 5S. Black- 
share, then for eight years he was in company with 
his brother, R. B. Blackshare, under the firm title 
of W. S. Blackshare & Co., and was then with 
Judge Royall for three years, the firm title continu- 
ing the same. In 1588 he disposed of his stock 
to A. L. Blackshare, who now conducts the busi- 
ness in the same building. In connection with his 
seventeen years at merchandising, Mr. Blackshare 


devoted some of his time to farming, and is at 
present junior partner of Royall & Blackshare, 
He 
gentleman, a good conversationalist, and has a 


real estate dealers. is a pleasant, genial 


host of warm friends. He is a splendid man 
physically, and although forty years of age does 
not look a day over thirty. 

A. L. Blackshare, of Boydsville, another prom 
inent and much respected citizen of Clay County, 
Ark., was born in Tennessee, in 1856, and eame to 
Clay County, Ark., in 1880. 
cultural pursuits for two years, and in 1885 bought 
out the stock of Mrs. Ella Blackshare, widow of 


R. B. Blackshare, and began business in Boyds- 


He followed agri- 


ville. This he continued for two years, and then sold 
out to J. S. Blackshare, after which he purchased 
the stock of W. S. Blackshare & Co., and is now 
engaged in that business, under the firm title of 
A. L. Blackshare. 
eupied in milling and manufacturing, under the 
In 
1886 he was elected to the position of treasurer of 
the company, and was re-elected in 1888S. Miss 
Ada Berton, a native of Arkansas, and the daugh- 
terof Robert Berton, became his wife, and to them 


Aside from this he is also oc- 


business title of Blackshare & Blackshare. 


were born two children, one now living: Robert 
Bascom. The other child, Ernest, died at the age 
of one year. 
Masonic fraternity. 

Larry Boshers. 
and stockman, of Clay County, of which he has 


Mr. Blackshare is a member of the 
This successful young planter 


been a resident for seventeen years, is well and 
favorably known to the many citizens of Kilgore 
Township: He was born inthe State of Tennessee, 
in 1862, being the seventh of fourteen children 
of Henry and Tabitha (Stewart) Boshers, who were 
also originally from that State, the former being 
After 
his death his widow came to Clay County, Ark., 
Larry Bosh- 
rs was early taught the rudiments of farm life, 


a planter by occupation, and there he died. 
and here died on her farm, in LSS2. 


becoming still better acquainted with that calling 
as he crew to manhood, and is now considered one 
of the enterprising, thorough and reliable young 
In 1880 he made 


his tirst purchase of land, which amounted to forty 


agriculturists of the county. 
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CLAY COUNTY. 





acres, in a raw state. and has since added from 
time to time to this tract, until he now has a 
valuable farm consisting of 480 acres, with 175 
under cultivation, the rest being well adapted to 
raising stock, to which Mr. Boshers gives consid- 
erable attention. He devotes seventy-five acres to 
the culture of cotton each year. 
the Democratic party, is a member of the Agri- 
cultural Wheel, and, personally, is held in high 
Miss Jennie Mont 


He votes with 


esteem by all who know him. 
gomery, a native of Clay County, became his wife 
in 1880, and died in 1584, having borne two chil- 
dren, both deceased. Her parents were Daniel and 
Polly Montgomery. 

Giles Bowers, carpenter and builder of Boyds- 
ville, and one of the successful business men of 
that village, is a native of North Carolina, and 
remained in his native State until twenty-seven 
years of age. He was engaged in gold mining 
until the breaking out of the late war, when he 
enlisted in the Forty-ninth North Carolina Infan- 
try, in April, 1862, and served until the termina- 
He was in Gen. Lee’s army, 
in Gen. Matt. W. Ransom’s brigade, and partici- 
pated in the seven days’ fight at Richmond, at 
Gen. McClellan’s defeat, and was in all the fights 
and campaigns before Richmond. He was at the 
second battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericks- 
burg, and was captured at Five Forks and placed 
on Johnson Island, Ohio, as a prisoner of war, be- 
ing discharged there from June 15, 1865. He then 
returned to North Carolina, remaining until the 
spring of 1868, when he came to what is now Clay 
County, and, settling on a farm, tilled the soil 
until 1879. He is the owner of 120 acres of land, 
In 


tion of hostilities. 


with about seventy acres under cultivation. 


‘the last mentioned year he opened up a earpenter- 


shop, having learned the trade in previous years, 
and bas erected the principal part of the buildings 
in Boydsyille. At one time he was a member of 
the firm of Bowers & Toombs, and later of the 
firm of Bowers & Downs. Mr. Bowers also manu- 
factures seats and desks for church and _ school 
purposes. He has been married twice: first, to 
Miss Elizabeth Almond, of North Carolina, who 


bore him ten children. eight of whom survive and 











are named as follows: Josephine, wife of James 
Mooning, and the mother of two children, is now 
living on a farm in Sharp County; John W. 1s 
engaged in business in Boydsyille; Flora J., mar- 
ried to C. M. King, a farmer of Clay County. is 
the mother of three children; Nancy A. is at home 
with her father; Kittie Belle, wife of James W. 
Dobbins, a farmer near Boydsville; Frederick C., 
Giles L. and Brantly H. The mother of these 
children died in September, 1885. For his second 
wife Mr. Bowers chose Miss Maggie J. Matthews, 
who survived only seventeen months after mar- 
riage, and left a child, which followed its mother 
Mr. Bowers is a 
Republican, and is somewhat active in polities, 
having done valiant work for that party. Although 
not a member of any church. he works in harmony 
with all good people for the benetit of the ecommu- 
nity and for his fellow men. 

W. D. Bowers. Among the extensive indus- 
trial enterprises which form the basis of Clay 
County’s importance and prosperity is the stave 
and head factory located at Corning, in which 
Mr. Bowers has worked for and of 
which he has been foreman two years, working bis 
yay up to that position from a mill-hand. His 
native State is Ohio, his birth having occurred in 


to the grave but a month later. 


ten years, 


Harrison County in 1851, and his parents were also 
from that State. They were Jacob and Lavina 
Bowers, nee Downs, the father being a tiller of 
the soil and successful in his calling, which ocen- 
pation he continued to follow until his death 
in 1881. His wife is still living and makes her 
home in her native State. W. D. Bowers. like 
the majority of youths, bent his energies to learn- 
ing the occupation in which his father was en- 
gaged, and also acquired a good education in the 
public schools of Harrison County. After the 
late Civil War he joined the regular army of the 
United States, and was stationed at different points 
in the South, but in 1879 he came to Corning, 
Ark., and began working in the mill in which he is 
now employed. .His wife, whom he married in 
1879, and who was forinerly Miss Lenora Powell, 
was born in Tennessee, and was a daughter of B. 


C. Powell and wife, also of that State, the for- 
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204 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 
mer now residing near Austin, and the latter de- and is independent in politics. Mr. Brennecke 


ceased. In 1883 Mr. Bowers lost his excellent 
wife, she having borne him two children, one of 
whom is living, Floyd. In 1886 Mr. Bowers was 
married in Union County, Il., to Miss Mary Stew- 
art, a native of Indiana. Her parents, Henry 
and Jane (Pollock) Stewart, were Ohio people, 
who moved first to Indiana and from there to 
Cape Girardeau County, Mo., where they opened 
up a farm in 1874, and later kept a hotel at Doni- 
Here Mr. Stewart died in 1887, his wife 
He enlisted in 


phan. 
having died in Indiana, in 1885. 
the Union army from Indiana, at the breaking out 
of the Civil War. Mr. Bowers has never been 
very active in politics. Socially he is a member of 
the K. of H. He is very public-spirited, and has 
always practiced those principles of fairness and 
honesty which are bound to command the respect 
and admiration of all right-minded people. 

C. Fred. Brennecke, editor of the Clay County 
Advocate, at Greenway, Ark., was born in Cape 
Girardeau County, Mo., December 19, 1866, being 
a son of Frederick Brennecke, a native of Ger- 
many, who came to the United States with his 
parents when a Jad of ten years and settled in 
Cape Girardeau County, Mo., where he grew to 
manhood and was married, the latter event being 
in the city of Cape Girardeau to Miss Dena Hunze, 
who was bornin Germany. Mr. Brennecke served 
in the Union army during the late war. Since 
about 1865 he has resided in Cape Girardeau, and 
is in the service of Col. Robert Sturdivant. C. 
Fred. Brennecke grew to manhood in his native 
county, and learned the printer’s trade in Cape 
Girardeau, commencing when thirteen years of age 
and continuing for about four and one-half years. 
From this place he went to Jefferson City, but 


Brobst, were among the pioneer settlers. 


| Ohio, but the mother died in 1874. 


receives a liberal amount of advertising, and his 
journal has the largest circulation of any paper in 
the county. He is a practical printer, a thorough 
business man, and is of exemplary habits and 
character. He was elected a member of the town 
beard, and is now town recorder. 

Jacob Brobst, the present mayor of Corning, 
and county jailer of the Western division of Clay 
County, Ark., is descended from a family that has 
held a worthy place in the history of this country, 
and wherever its representatives have settled they 
have became recognized as prominent and influen- 
tial members of society. He was born in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, on the 18th of June, 1839, and of this 
State his parents, John and Catherine (Bachar) 
The 
father is still living and resides in Upper Sandusky, 
Jacob followed 


_ the occupation of his father until eighteen years of 


age, receiving in the meantime a good education 
in the public schools of Wyandot County, Ohio, 
and after starting out to fight the battle of life for 


himself he worked at the carpenter’s trade and 


_ the county. 


only worked there a short time, when he moved to 


Higginsville, La Favette County, Mo., where he 
followed his trade for two years. ;_jSubsequently 
he came to Greenway, Ark., and became asso- 
ciated with Mr. Dollison in the publication of the 
Advocate, having charge of the mechanical depart- 
ment one year. January 2, 1889, he became sole 
proprietor, and is now editor and publisher of that 


paper. It is the leading newspaper of the county 
pay $ 4 


taught school, securing in the latter profession the 
reputation of being one of the best educators in 
Miss L. M. England, a native of 
Hancock County, Ohio, became his wife in 1562, 
and their union was blessed in the birth of two 
children: J. R.. who is married and resides at 
home, and Mary also Mrs. 
Brobst’s parents, Robert and Ellen (Lape) Eng- 
land, were Ohio people, the former being a farmer 
who died in 1875. His widow is a resident of 
Goshen, Ind. In 1864 My. Brobst went to Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and was engaged in railroading in 
that State until 1879, when he took up his abode in 
Corning, Ark., which was at that time a very small 
place, aud has since given his attention to carpen- 
He votes with the Democratic party, and 


Alice, at bome. 


tering. 
has been jailer of the West division for three years: 
was first elected to the position of mayor in 1582, 
next in 1883, and is now serving his third term. 
During 1854-85-86 and LSS7 he was a member of 
the city 
of the Western division of Clay County. 


eouncil, and has also been deputy assessor 
He was 
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| foreman of the grand jury that found the indict- ' County, Tl., June 15, 1843, his parents, Samuel 
ment by which the second man of the Ku Klux and Annie (Dillow) Brown, being natives of the 
was hung, thus breaking up that gang in this see- same State. They reared their family on a farm 
tion of the country. He is the owner of some tine in Union County, and here Andrew J. Brown re- 
residence property in the town, and besides this mained until twenty-five years of age, enlisting in 
has a fertile and well tilled farm of 820 acres 1562 in the One Hundred and Ninth Illinois 
in Nelson Township. He believes in building up Infantry, which was afterward consolidated with 
this place, and has done his full share in this diree- the Eleventh Illinois. and served until he received 
tion. He and wife are members of the Methodist his discharge at Springfield on the loth of July, 
Episcopal Church. 1865. He was in the fight at Vicksburg on the 
J. W. Brown, a farmer residing near Vidette, 4th of July, 1863, and was at Yazoo City, Fort 
Ark., was born in Hardin County, Tenn., February Spanish, and the surrender of Mobile. He was in 
26, 1835, and is a sonof John and Sarah (Garner) the hospital at La Grange, Tenn., a short time, and 
Brown, who were Tennesseeans, the mother dying in 1568 removed to Arkansas and located in what is 
in her native State when the subject of this sketch now Clay County, where he was occupied in farm- 
was a small boy. J. W. Brown was reared on a ing for a few years. In 1879 he embarked in 
farm in his native county and in 1854 emigrated merchandising, and in 1852 located at Piggott, 
Ie ito Arkansas, coming by wagon, and located on the where he erected a business house and has since 
farm where he now lives. His place was heavily been engaged in keeping a general mercantile 
covered with timber when he located, but he establishment, and has built up a good trade. He 
soon erected a little log cabin and began clearing was appointed postmaster of the town in April, 
his land. He was compelled to work very hard, 18583, which office he has since held. He and wife 
but made good headway, and now has one of the are members of the Missionary Baptist Church (in 
most valuable farms in the county, consisting of which he is a deacon), and he is a member of the 
200 acres, with about 100 acres under cultivation. G. A. R. organization, and is quartermaster of 
Game of all kinds was quite abundant when he his post: He was married on the 28th of Decem- 
first came to the State, and one time he brought ber, 1868, to Miss M. J. Pollard, a sister of W. 
| down a bear with his trusty rifle. In 1862 he W. Pollard, whose sketch appears in this work, 
| enlisted in Company B, Col. White’s regiment, and they are the parents of the following children: 
| and during six months’ service was in the battle of Henry O., a lad of twelve years; Cindona, a 
Crane Hill. Owing to rheumatism he wascompelled daughter, who died March 11, 1SS9, at the age of 
| to leave the army. His first wife was Patience seventeen years, and an infant deceased. 
| Vassar, and his second Emily Sloan, by whom he Hiram Calvin, of the firm of Clemson & Calvin, 
had a family of seven children, four now living: although a young man, is one of the most success- 
Henry, Amanda, George W. and Sarah E. Both ful business men in this portion of the State. He 
| these wives were Tennesseeans, whom he married has been running the business exclusively for six 
while living in that State. His present wife, whose andahalf years last, having come to this point with 
maiden name was Martha Garner, has borne him a stock of goods in December, 1882. He passed 
three children: Minnie A., Ida M. and Reuben A. — through the country eighteen months before the 
| Mr. and Mrs. Brown are members of the Christian road was built, and, from what he reported, his 
| Church, and he is a member of the Masonic order. partner in Illinois bought 4,200 acres of timber 
Andrew J. Brown, merchant and postmaster at land, about half of which still belongs to the estate. 
Piggott, Ark., is one of the prominent residents of | They commenced business in Clay County, Ark., 
| the county, and in his business as well as social | with a stock of goods worth $2,497, which has 
relations has won the confidence and respect of all been increased since then to $3,500. In addition 
who know him. His birth occurred in Union — to the store, the firm own a stave-mill, which they 
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operate, and a farm of 120 acres, all under im. | 
They have also been | 


interested in steamboats on the river, and still | 
| in 1863; David H., a blacksmith at El Paso, Tex. : 


provement and well stocked. 
own a small interest there. The original and only 
investment in goods and buildings amounted to 
$3,100, and, at a very low estimate, profits worth 
$10,000, and the first investment, have been paid 
out. Hiram Calvin is the son of R. T. Calvin and 
Angie (Rifner) Calvin, and the grandson, on his 
mother’s side, of Peter and Elizabeth (Rockafellow) 
Rifner. Peter Rifner was a soldier in the War 
of 1812, being commissioned by Gen. Harrison as 
commander of acompany. R. T. Calvin was born 
in New Jersey, and emigrated to Harrison, Ohio, 
when a young man. There he married Miss Rif- 
ner. Hiram Calvin casts his vote with the Demo- 
cratic party, and is a member of the ‘‘ Triple Alh- 
ance.’’ He married Miss Gussie Boren. daughter 
of Cole Boren, of Mound City, Il., who was a pilot 
on the Mississippi River, and whose father, Mor- 
gan Boren, was born in Tennessee, in 1789, he be- 
ing a soldier in the Black Hawk War. The latter 
married Miss Anna Lathran, of Tennessee. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin have been born three chil- 
dren: Fannie, Gussie and Aggie. Mr. Clemson 
died March 30, 1889, at his residence near Olm- 
sted, Ill., aged sixty-four years and ten days. 
William A. Campbell was born in Greene 
County, Mo., April 10, 1848, being a son of Will- 
iam and Nancy Campbell, and grandson of James 
and Lucy Campbell and James and Hannie Col- 
lins, who were natives of Patrick County, Va. 
William Campbell, Sr., was a farmer, and moved to 
Missouri in 1845, residing in Greene Connty 
until 1852, when he removed to Cass County, and 
two years later to Kansas Territory. He con- 
tinued to make this his home until 1867, since 
which time he has been a resident of Vernon 
County, Mo., and is now living at Milo, of that 
county, engaged in merchandising. He and wife 
are the parents of the following family: John W., 
a resident of Arizona Territory, engaged in the 
milling business; George W., who died in Newton 
County, Mo., in 1886; Marthie E., who died in 
Greene County, Mo., in 1846; William A.. James 
E., who died in Vernon County, Mo., in 1572; 


Isaac F., a merchant of Arizona Territory; Melissa 
J.. who died in Bourbon County, Kas., in 1599; 
Thomas H., who died in Crawford County, Kas., 


Melissa, married Charles Baker in 1883, and resides 
William A. Campbell 


began life for himself in 1863, when only sixteen 


in Crawford County, Kas. 


years old, at which time he enlisted in the Federal 
army, in Company B, Fourteenth Regiment of 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, under Capt. Charles 
H. Haynes, and Col. C. W. Blair, in which regi- 
ment he served until June 15, 1865, then being 
honorably discharged with the balance of his regi- 
ment, at Lawrence, Kas. He then went to South- 
east Kansas, where he joined his parents, staying 
there until May 20, 1866, the date of his marriage 
to Miss Rebecca A. Cooper, afterward moving 
to McDonald County, Mo., and from there to 
El Paso, Tex., where he lived one vear. 
thence to Benton County, Ark., he lived there two 
years and later settled in Newton County. Mo., 
but after a residence in that locality until ISS4, 


at i 
Going 


-inoved to Clay County, Ark., reaching this place 


November 17, 1884. Here he still resides. He 
bought 320 acres of heavily timbered land, and 
now has eighteen acres cleared and under fence, 
with a young orchard of 100 apple trees of a select 
variety. William A. Campbell was elected justice 
of the peace in his county, October 20, 1888, 
which office he still holds. 
Masonic fraternity. Rebecca A. Campbell, his 
wife, is the daughter of Hiram and Lucinda 
County, 


He is a member of the 


Cooper, and was born in McDonald 
Mo., March 7, 1S48. Her father died when she 
was four years old, and when she was seven years 
old her mother died, leaving her and one sister 
and two brothers to fight the battle of life as best 
they could. The oldest child was only ten years of 
age. She lived in McDonald County, Mo., until 
the spring of 1862, when she moved to Southeast 
Kansas with relatives, residing there until her 
marriage in 1866. William A. and Rebecca A. 
Campbell are the parents of six children: George 
W., the eldest, died in Jasper County, Mo., in 
1872; John W. died in Mexico, in IS74; Alex- 
ander died in Mexico in 1874; John W. and Alex- 
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ander (twins) died on the same day; Lucinda J., 
Martha E., and Rosa A.. the youngest child, still 
remain with their parents. 

William C. Cochran, merchant of Greenway, 
Ark., was born in Massae County, Ill., September 
4, 1854, his father, Jesse Cochran, being a native 
of North Carolina. The latter went to 
when a young man, where he was married to Jane 
Sexton, and resided in Massae County up to 1856, 
when he moved to Arkansas and settled in what 
is now Clay County. 
a farm, and reared a family. 
in September, 1869. William C. Cochran and two 
sisters are the only surviving members of a family 
of six children. 


Illinois 


Here he entered land, made 
His death occurred 


He was reared in Clay County, 
his youth being spent on a farm. He was married 
in this county on the dth of December, 1851, to 
Miss Sarah E. Leeth, a daughter of John A. Leeth, 
formerly from Tennessee, now deceased. Mrs. 
Cochran was born in Tennessee, but was reared 
in Clay County, and by Mr. Cochran is the mother 
of one child, who is living: 
old. 


five months. 


Lura, now six years 


Mr. Cocbran had been engaged in 
farming and the ginning business previous to his 
marriage, and afterwards continued the former 
In August, 1585, he 
commenced merchandising at Greenway and has 
been interested in that business since that time. 
He was appointed deputy postmaster in 1885 and 
served two years. He carries an excellent stock 


occupation for three years. 


of general merchandise, and has built up a good | 


trade. Heisa Masonand belongs to the I. O. O. F. 

Robert L. Coleman, proprietor of Piggott 
Hotel, Piggott, Ark., and the son of Col. David 
and Sarah (Love) Coleman, was born in Haywood 
County, N. C., March 26, 1823. Col. David Cole- 
man was a native of North Carolina, but moved to 
Tennessee at an early day, locating in Carroll Coun- 
ty, where he followed farming, and there remained 
until his death. He served as colonel of the State 
militia. His wife, Sarah Love, was also a native 
of North Carolina. Her 
Love, was in the Revolutionary War as well as the 
War of 1812. 


father, Gen. Thomas 


Robert L. Coleman was reared to 


manhood on a farm in Tennessee, read law in Car- | children born to Richard A. 











Jesse died in January, 1856, at the age of | 


ro]] County.and was admitted to the bar, after which 
he practiced there until his removal to Missouri 
in 1851. He then located at Hartsville. Wright 
County, practiced there for three years and upon re- 
turning to Tennessee, engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits until the breaking out of the late war, when he 
enlisted in the Confederate service, in 1862, in Col. 
Napier’s regiment. He remained in this regiment 
for about eight months, afterward being in Col. 
Green’s regiment, where he was promoted to adju- 
tant and served in that capacity. He was captured 
at Parke’s Cross Roads by Gen. Sullivan, was held 
a prisoner at Camp Douglas for over three months, 
and was then exchanged. He then returned to 
Tennessee and did not enter the service again. He 
resumed the practice of law in Carroll County for 
about three years, but finally gave up law. He 
has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh, South, for many years and was licensed to 
preach in 1868. 
church for some years. 
in 1870 at Trenton, Tenn., by Bishop McTyre, and 


He was a local preacher in his 
He was ordained deacon 


followed his ministerial duties in Tennessee up to 
1875, when he moved to Arkansas, setthng at Oak 
Bluff in Clay County, and there resided for a num- 
ber of years. 
and then engaged in the manufacture of tobacco 
in 1878, which occupation he has followed up to 
He built his hotel in the fall of 
1888 and moved in December. His is the first 
and last and only hotel in Piggott. Myr. Coleman 
was married in Carroll County, Tenn., December 
4, 1850, to Miss Harriet E. Norman, a native of 
Carroll County, and the daughter of Judge John 


He taught school for nine months, 


the present date. 


Norman. ‘To this union were born three children, 
two daughters anda son: Sarah N., wife of Albert 
Hubbard, of Piggott: Mollie A., widow, and John 
R., who died May 7, 1883, in his twenty-tifth year. 
Mr. Coleman was ordained local elder here in 1SS1 
by the same bishop that ordained him deacon in 
Tennessee. 

G. W. Cook is a suecessful agriculturist and 
stockman of Oak Bluff Township, Clay County, 
Ark.,and was bornin Weakley County, West Tenn., 
in 1840, being the youngest in a family of seven 
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Cook, both of whom were born in Old Virginia. 
At an early day they moved to West Tennessee, 
where the father opened up a farm and there died 
in 1860, at the age of fifty-eight years. His widow 
came to Greene County, Ark., in August, 1574, 
and here died in October of the same year at the 
age of seventy-six years. G. W. Cook grew to 
manhood in his native State, and received his edu- 
cation in Weakley County, being also married there, 
in 1864, to Miss M. M. Jenkins, a daughter of C. P. 
and Mary G. (Boothe) Jenkins, who were born in 
North Carolina, and were early immigrants of Ten- 
nessee, where they became wealthy farmers and 
spent their declining years, the father dying in 1889 
and the mother in 1S72. 
Cook settled on the old homestead, and there made 
his home until 1873, when he came to Greene 
County, Ark., and purchased a timber tract of 


After his marriage Mr. 


eighty acres, which he cleared and sold in 1888. 
In 1874 he moved to Clay County, and five years 


later purchased the farm on which he is at present | 


residing, which consisted of 120 acres, with thirty 
acres under the plow. He has increased his lands 
until he now has 960 acres. 200 of which are under 
cultivation, in the home farm, and 320 acres, with 
thirty-two under cultivation, in Blue Cane Town- 
ship, Greene County. He is interested in stock 
raising, and makes a specialty of Berkshire and 
Poland China hogs. 
He has never been yery active in politics, but 
usually votes the Democratic ticket. He is a mem- 
ber of the A. F. & A. M. lodge at Rector, and is 
He is 
in every respect a self-made man, and al! his prop- 


His principal crop is corn. 


interested in all worthy public enterprises. 


erty has been acquired by his own exertions. He 
and wife are the parents of the following children: 
Ella, now Mrs. Bolton; Daniel Elvis, Joseph, Oda 
and Edar living, and six children deceased. In 
1861 Mr. Cook enlisted in Weakley County in Com- 
pany C, Fifty-second Tennessee Infantry, and was 
mustered into service at Henderson Station, after- 
ward participating in the battle of Shiloh. At the 
end of six months he returned home. 

Fred W. Cooper, merchant of Greenway, Clay 
County, Ark., was born on the Yth of October, 
1866, in Pulaski County, Ill., his parents, C. C. 





and Georgia (McDonald) Cooper, being also born 
in that State. Mr. Cooper was a merchant of Cale- 
donia, Ill., for a number of years and died there 


in May, 1877. Fred W. Cooper remained with his 


father until the latter’s death and received bis 
education in the common schools of Illinois and in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. After spending about one year in 
the ‘‘Lone Star State’’ he located in Clay County. 
Ark., in July, 1887, where he bought property, 
erected a store building, and engaged in merchan- 
dising, carrying a large and select stock of shelf and 
heavy hardware, farming implements and furni- 
ture. He has built up a good trade and is making 
money. He was married in Pulaski County, Novem- 
ber 9, LSS7, to Miss Gertrude Williamson, a native 
of Ohio, who was reared and educated in Pulaski 
County, Ill. Mfr. and Mrs. Cooper are the parents 
Mr. Cooper is a young 


of one child, Velaria. 


/ man of energy, push and enterprise, and possess- 


ing excellent business qualifications, is certain to 
succeed in whatever he undertakes. 

Henry B. Cox, a prominent merchant of Rec- 
tor, Ark., was born February 13, 1843, in Weakley 
County, Tenn. His 
Cox and Hiley Cox, natives, respectively, of Buek- 
ingham County, Va., and Giles County, Tenn. 
William A. Cox, the father of our subject, was 
born March 22, 1815. He was of Scotch-Irish 
descent. Remaining in his native State until 
twelve years of age, he emigrated with his pareuts 
to Tennessee, which State at that time was wild 
and sparsely inhabited, and furnished very limited 
means of education. Still, William A. Cox, in the 
face of every disadvantage, by his own extraor- 


parents were William A. 


dinary efforts, succeeded in qualifying himself for 
business affairs, and filled various important sta- 
tions. In 1838 he was married to Mrs. Hiley Scho- 
field, widow of Thomas Schotield, and daughter 
of Asa and Nancy Magee, of Tennessee. Result- 
ing from this union were six children: Ballard C.. 
Leamma M., Henry B. (subject of this sketch), 
William A., Jr., Emily S. and Amanda Cox.  Ball- 
ard C. Cox was killed at the battle of Chickamangz 
while in the Confederate service. Amanda and 
Emily S., late wife of W. S. Biackshare, are also 


deceased. In 1857 William A. Cox and family 
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emigrated from Tennessee to Greene County, Ark., 
and settled three miles north of the town of Oak 
Blut. 
animals. School and church privileges were very 
limited. During the late war William A. Cox re- 
mained at home, but he was a Southern sympa- 
thizer. In religion he was a Presbyterian, but was 
identified with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, at the time of his death, in 1871. Mrs. 
Hiley Cox is still living, and is a resident of Clay 
County, Ark. 
of Greene County. ) 
John Cox, was a native of Virginia, as was also his 
He was of Scotch descent, and was a farmer 
The 
The 
the Indian wars. He was engaged in the memora- 
ble battle of Horseshoe Bend. Henry B. Cox was 
thirteen years of age when the family removed to 
Arkansas. He remained at home on the farm un- 
til March, 1862, when he enlisted in Company D, 
Twenty-fifth Arkansas Volunteer Infantry, under 
Capt. G. D. Byers, Confederate army. He was 
elected third lieutenant at Corinth, Miss. At 
Readerville, Tenn., he was promoted to first lieu- 
tenant. at Richmond, 


The woods at that time abounded in wild 


(Clay County was formerly a part 
The paternal grandfather, 


wife. 
by occupation. 
of Tennessee. 


maternal grandparents were 
grandfather participated in 


He was in the battles 
Ky., and Murfreesboro, Tenn., as well as numer- 
ous smaller engagements. At Murfreesboro he 
was wounded in the right foot, which resulted 
in much suffering and long confinement in the 
Medical College Hospital, at Atlanta, Ga., of which 
Dr. Willis Westmoreland was chief surgeon. In 
1863, near Griffin, Ga., he was married to Miss 
Addie E. Lavender, daughter of Judge James La- 
For two years after 
In 1867, 
in Carroll County, Ga., be went into the mercan- 
tile business. 


vender, a native of Georgia. 
his marriage he was engaged in farming. 


He emigrated to Greene County, 
Ark., in 1867, and is still occupied in the same 
business. By his marriage Mr. Cox became the 
father of nine children, as follows: Charles M. B., 
Augusta O., Eugene H., Cora B., Mary F., Annie 
L., Dreas L., Augustus C. and Hubert D. Cox. 
Of these there are surviving only Charles M. B., 
Cora B., Mary F. and Dreas L. Cox. The wife of 
Mr. Cox, Mrs. Addie E. Cox, passed from this life 


into the future on July 9, 1880, at the age of thirty- 
six years. Mr. Cox afterward married Miss Laura 
I. Cox, a native of Missouri, and daughter of Rev. 
J. W. Cox, of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
To this union were born two children: Addie B. 
and Everett; the last named died at the age of 
four months. 

Rector in 1882. 


lot sold in town, and has been quite successful. 


Mr. Cox established his business in 
He was the purchaser of the first 


Mr. Cox and family are members of the Methodist 
Protestant Church. 
in 1872. 
order since 1866, and took the Chapter and Coun- 
cil degrees in 1867, at Carrollton, Carroll County, 
Ga. 
cate of the principles of prohibition, he supported 
Gen. Fisk for president in 1588. 
pearance Mr. Cox is tall and imposing; is six feet 
He has dark- 
brown eyes, and wears a heavy, full beard. 
Thomas J. Crews, farmer and stock raiser of St. 
Francis Township, Clay County, Ark., was born 
in Bedford County, Tenn., August 1, 1847. and is 
the son of Dr. John Crews, a native of Virginia, 
and Mary A. (Tribble) Crews. Dr. John Crews 


was reared in his native State and was married 


He was ordained a minister 
He has been a member of the Masonic 


He is a Democrat in polities: a stanch advo- 
In personal ap- 


and two inches, and weighs 200 Ibs. 


twice, his first wife bearing him two sons and 
three daughters, all now deceased but one, a 
daughter. 
of our subject, who bore him four children, two 
sons and two daughters, all of whom grew to ma- 


The Doctor moved from Bedford to 


His second marriage was to the mother 


ture years. 
Weakley County, residing there some nine years, 
engaged in farming. and then, about 1857, he 
moved with his family to Arkansas, locating in what 
is now Clay County, made a farm and there resided 
until his death, which occurred in December, 18576. 
Thomas J. Crews grew to manhood on the farm in 
Clay County, remaining with his parents until 
grown, and was married in that county September 
1, 1872, to Miss Mary J. Lively, a native of Ar- 
kansas, and the daughter of William Lively, and 
whose sketch appears else- 
After Mr. 


neighborhood where be now 


sister of Rev. Lively, 
this 


Crews settled in the 


where 10 work. his marriage 


lives, and after his father’s death he came to the 
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old home and bought out the heirs. 
cultivation. Mrs. Crews died February 12, 1878, 
and since then Mr. Crews’ mother, who is still 
living, has been his housekeeper. My. Crews is 
a member of the Masonic fraternity, Wisdom 
Lodge No. 343, and has filled all the official posi- 
tions in his lodge. 
in the grand lodge two different times. He is also 
a member of the I. O. O. F., Lodge No. 56, at 
Piggott, and is Noble Grand of this lodge. He 
has served as district deputy for four years, and 
has represented this lodge and Clark Bluff a num- 
ber of times. 
cellent citizen. 

Z. T. Daniel is well known thoughout Clay 
County, Ark., and for a number of years filled the 
office of deputy county surveyor, with competence 
and ability. 
Grant County, in 1848, being the eldest of a 
family of eight children born to Lewis B. and 
Sardinia K. (Canfield) Daniel, the former a native 
of Kentucky, and the latter of Ohio. The father 
was reared in his native State, and in March, 1549, 
moved to Illinois and settled in Schuyler County, 
where he engaged in farming, continuing this oc- 
cupation until 1862, when he left his farm to en- 
gage in the war, enlisting from Rushville, IIL, 
in Company B, One Hundred and Nineteenth Ili- 
nois Infantry, and was mustered into service at 
Quincy. He died in 1863 of disease contracted 
while in the service. His excellent wife still sur- 
vives him and resides at Rushville, Ill. Z. T. 
Daniel received excellent facilities for acquiring 
an education, and besides attending the public 
schoo] at Rushville, Il., attended the Washington 
University at St. Louis, in 1874, 1875 and 1876. 
During this time he studied surveying, and in 
March, 1876, he came to Corning, Ark., for the 
purpose of continuing his agricwtural operations 
but drifted into surveying, which occupation re- 
ceived the greater part of his attention, his serv- 
ices being utilized in Northern Arkansas and South- 


He is a prominent man and an ex- 


He was born on Blue Grass soil in 


ern Missouri. He was married in Cluy County, 
Ark., in the fall of 1882, to Miss Ellen MeClintick, 
a native of Quincy, Ill., anda daughter of Henry 


He has 250 
acres of land with about 125 fenced and under | 


He has represented the lodge | 


Clay and Mary Ann (Dilley) McClintick, also of 
Illinois, who came to Corning, Ark., in 1878, 


' where they are still residing. the father being the 


proprietor of the Illinois Hotel. Subsequent to 
his marriage, Z. T. Daniel settled in Corning. 
He worked for the Iron Mountain Railroad Com- 
He is 
reporter for the K. of H., and is an active mem- 
ber of the I. O. G. TT. His 
the Baptist Church, and having no family of 
their own they have adopted a little boy named 
Eddie. ; 

Elibu Davis, whose success as a farmer 


pany as civil engineer nearly two years. 


wife is a member of 


and 
stock raiser is well established throughout the 
county, is a native of Hardin County, Ky., born 
March 11, 1821. His father, William Davis, was 
also a native of Kentucky, and was married in that 
State to Miss Sarah Hardin. of the same State, 
although her people were from the Carolinas. 
William Davis settled on a farm in Kentucky, re- 
sided there a number of years, and then moved to 
Wayne County, Tenn., where he purchased a farm 
and here reared his children. He 
1835 or 1836. His wife survived him until] 1877, 
when she died at the home of her son in Arkansas. 


died about 


Elihu Davis was reared in Tennessee and came to 
Arkansas when a young man of eighteen, or in 
1835, locating in Greene County, but now Clay 
County, and finally settled on his present property 
in 1844. 
distant, wild animals were plentiful and many a 


His nearest neighbor was three miles 


deer and wild turkey fell before his unerring rifle. 
Mr. Davis cleared over 100 acres where Greenway 
is now located, and sold forty acres of this in May, 
18SY, for an addition to the town. He was mar- 
ried first in Clay County, October 16, 1544, to 
Susan Sites, a native of Arkansas, who died Sep- 
tember 16, 1863. 
children, who grew to mature years. 


To this union were born seven 
Mr. Davis 
married his second wife, Mrs. Nancy Bogeus, a 
widow, formerly Miss Naney Shelton, who was 
She was the mother of one son 
This wife died October 23, 


1873, and Mr. Davis married again, in Clay Coun- 


born in Alabama. 


by her first marriage. 


ty, Miss Tennessee Horton, who bore him two chil- 


dren, Joseph and Nancy. Mrs. Davis was born in 
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Tennessee, but was reared in Missouri and Arkan- 
sas. To Mr. Davis by his first wife were born 
these children: William A., whose sketch appears 
in this work: Solomon T., John, Elihu, Jr., Clar- 
issa, wife of T. J. Smith; Sarah, and Mary, wife 
of Lewis Clippard. To his second marriage one 
son, Thomas L., was born. 
Mason, and a member of the Baptist Church. 
William M. Davis. Among the worthy resi- 
dents of Clay County, Ark., it is but just to say 
that Mr. Davis occupies a conspicuous and honor- 
able place, for he has always been honest, indus- 
trious and enterprising, and as a result has met 
with more than ordinary success. He was born in 
Georgia, on the 15th of August, 1842, and is a 


son of D. D. and Rebecca (Isbul) Davis, who were | 


born, reared and married in South Carolina. They 
moved to Georgia after their marriage. where they 
remained about ten years and then located in Ala- 
bama, and afterward in Greene County, Ark., 
where the father is now living. Wilham M. Davis 
remained with his father until of age, and in 
1862 enlisted in the Twenty-fifth Arkansas In- 
fantry, Confederate States Army, and served until 
the spring of 1865, when he surrendered at Witts- 
burgh, Ark. He was at Murfreesboro, Chick- 


amauga, Franklin, and the siege and surrender | 


of Atlanta, being in about thirteen regular engage- 
ments. 
in Greene County, and was married in Dunklin 
County, Mo., on Buffalo Island, September 19, 
1867, to Miss Martha Cochran, who was born and 
reared in Dunklin County, being a daughter of 
Pleasant Cochran. Mr. and Mrs. Davis remained 
in Greene County until 1S74, when he moved to 
his present place in Clay County, trading his farm 
there for the one on which he is now residing. He 
has 160 acres, with about seventy-five under culti- 
vation, and has built a good frame residence, 
stables and sheds and otherwise greatly improved 
his property since locating. Mr. and Mrs. Davis 
are the parents of the following children: Cynthia 
E., wife of James Golden; Pleasant L., James 
E., William David, George F’., Samuel A., Lou 
Z,, John Henry and Pearlie Gertrude. Two chil- 
dren died in early childhood. 





Mr. Davis is a Master | 


Arkansas. 


After the war he was engaged in farming | 


Mr. and Mis. Davis | 


are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and he is a Master Mason. 

William A. Davis, another prominent farmer 
and stock raiser of Haywood Township, Clay 
County, Ark., was born in the above-mentioned 


county, near Greenway, April 29, 1853, and is the 


son of Elihu Davis, a Kentuckian by birth, who 


was reared in that State and in Tennessee. The 
father came to Arkansas when a young man and 


was here married. William A. Davis 


manhood on the home farm, remaining with his 


grew to 


father until twenty-seven years of age, and was 
married here first, March 10, 1881, to Miss Anna 
Randleman, who died in September, 18S1. Mr. 
Davis had bought and located where he resides in 
18S0, and this place he has greatly improved. He 
has fifty-five acres of cleared land, neat buildings, 
a good orchard, and has twenty-five acres in tim- 


_ ber, all good bottom land, one mile from Green- 


way. Mr. Davis was married, in this county, De- 
cember 20, 1S86, to Miss Belle Gorden, a native of 
Tennessee, but who was reared and educated in 
Clay County, Ark. Her father, Jordan Gorden, 
who is now deceased, was one of the pioneers of 
To Mr. Davis have been 
born one child, Myrtle, who is now six months old. 
Mr. Davis is a member of the Masonic Order, 
Wisdom Lodge No. 343, in which he is senior 
deacon. 

James Deniston, who is prominently identified 
with the farming and stock raising interests of 
Oak Bluff Township, was born in Ballard County, 
Ky., July 13, 1839, and is the son of John Denis- 
ton, who was born and reared in Washington 
County, Va. 
to Miss Dorotha L. Puckett, a native of Amelia 
County, Va. Her father served in the War of 
1812. After marriage Mr. Deniston settled on a 
farm in Kentucky, and followed tiling the soil 
up to the breaking out of the late war, when. at 
the age of fifty-two, he enlisted in the Twenty- 
third Kentucky Infantry, Union Army, and died 
James Deniston spent his youth in 


and Mirs. 


He was also married in that State, 


in Texas. 
his native county, in Kentucky, assisting his father 
on the farm, and when in his nineteenth year, 
he was married there to Miss Eliza Brown, who 
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bore him five children. After marriage Mr. Den- 


iston followed agricultural pursuits in Kentucky 


until 1868, when he moved to Missouri, and spent — 


one year in Cape Girardeau County. He then re- 
sided two years in Stoddard County, and in the 
spring of 1872 moved to Arkansas, bought raw 


land, and there he lives at the present time. He 


is the owner of 280 acres of land, with about 125 | 


acres cleared, all good bottom land. He served as 
a member of the school board for ten consecutive 
years, and has the confidence and esteem of his 
fellow men. He was married, in Cape Girardeau 
County, to Miss Mary E. Welch, a native of Ili- 
nois, but who was reared near Alton, Obion Coun- 
ty, Tenn. Nine children were born to the last 
marriage: Isabelle, Ada, Bernetta J., Rhoda, Ida 
M., Stonewall J., Scott H., George and Effie W. 
Mr. and Mrs. Deniston are members of the Mis- 
‘sionary Baptist Church, and he is a deacon in the 
same. He is a Master Mason, and a member and 
treasurer of Danley Lodge No. 300, A. F. & A. M. 

William H. Denny. 
and energetic agriculturists of Clay County, Ark., 
who have attained their property by hard labor 
and economy, may be mentioned Mr. Denny, who 
was born in Monroe County, Mo., September 25, 


Among the many sturdy 


1856, being a son of William T. F. and Martha | 


(Atchison) Denny, who were born in St. Louis 
County, Mo., and Illinois, respectively, the form- 
er’s birth occurring September 24, 1828. They 
were married January 1, 1849, and became the 


parents of seven children: W. H., Florence, 


Charles E., Andrew J., Cory Bell, Samuel W. and | 


Lizy Edna. They moved to Monroe County, Mo., 
in 1854, but returned to St. Louis County in 1861, 
where they are still living, being engaged in agri- 
The mother is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and the father is a Mason, 
William 
H. Denny moved from St. Louis County to Howell 
County, Mo., in 1883, and from the latter county 
to Clay County, Ark., where he purchased, in 
1885, a tract of land consisting of eighty acres, 


cultural pursuits. 


and in his political views a Democrat. 


twenty of which are under cultivation, lying on 


Current River bottom. It is well adapted to cot- 


ton, corn and fruit, and ean all be easily put in a, 


tillable condition. It is also a tine grazing prop- 
erty, and is in condition to pasture stock the year 
Land in this section is valued at from 32 
to $25 per acre, and cleared land is equal to the 
best in the State. It is usually covered with a 


heavy growth of timber (suitable for all kinds of 


round. 


work), among which may be mentioned gum, ash, 
oak, walnut, linn and cypress. My. Denny in his 
political views is a Democrat. 

Hon. Jasper W. Dollison, a resident of Green- 
way, Clay County, Ark., was born in Cambridge 
City, of the ‘* Buckeye State,’’ December 20, 1849. 
His father, William E. Dollison, 
Pennsylvania, but was reared in Ohio, and was 


was born in 


married there to Miss Susanna Jaird, who was 
born in the State. Mr. 
State of Indiana in 1857, and located in Clay 


Dollison removed to the 
County, where he engaged in farming and stock 
raising and dealing until 1854, then moving to Kan- 
sas, and he has since made his home in Independ- 
ence. Hon. Jasper W. Dollison grew to mature 
years in Clay County, Ind., and received an excel- 
lent education in the Greencastle University. He 
was engaged in teaching in the public schools of 
that State for a number of years, and in 1S7¥7 
moved to Missouri, and located in Andrew County, 
moving from there to Union County, Iowa, after a 
short time, where he made his home for nearly two 
years, having been engaged in teaching in both 
places. In 1851 he located at Newport, Jackson 
County, Ark., and for two years was superintend- 
ent of alumber mill. He then entered into the 
newspaper business in Greene County, at Para- 
gould, but in 1SS4 moved to Clay County and 
bought out the proprietors of the Rector Advocate, 
which he changed to the name of the Clay County 
Advocate, and moved the paper to Greenway in 
June, 1887. 
paper until January, 1889, when he sold out to 


He continued the publication of this 
the present editor. In his political views he was 
formerly identified with the Democratic party, but 
when the- movement known as the Labor movement 
was inaugurated, he recognized the justice of the 
In June, 1SS8, the State 
Union Labor convention, assembled at Little Rock, 


cause and espoused it. 


tendered him the nomination for State land com- 
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missioner. He declined the honor, however, and 
after very urgent solicitation agreed to make the race 
for the legislature, and was nominated and elected 
on that ticket as representative of Clay County, 
serving with distinction for the term commencing 
January 14,1889. He was married in Clay County, 
Ind., March 30, 1872, to Miss Anna Williams, 
who was born in Kentucky, but was reared and 
educated principally in Indiana. Her parents 
were Van Buren and Mary Williams, of Clay 
County, Ind. Mr. and Mrs. Dollison are the 
parents of five children: Lethe, Della, Vincent, 
Charles and May. Mrs. Dollison is a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church, and he is a member 
of the K. of H., the K. of L. and the Agricultural 
Wheel. 
and timber enterprises. 

W. S. Downs, blacksmith, and one of the skill- 
ful workmen of the county, is a native of Georgia, 
born in 1848, and the son of Shelly Downs. who 
was born in Virginia. 
his native State, and afterward moved to Georgia, 
where the mother died shortly afterward, and 
where the father died in 1861, leaving a family of 
three children. W. S. Downs was but thirteen 
years of age when his father died, and for three 


years after this, and during the war, he drove a 
team from Atlanta to Bowden, Ga., and was with | 


his teams near Franklin, Ga. (which is 100 miles 
from Atlanta), when that city fell into the hands of 
the Federal troops. At the age of sixteen Mr. 
Downs went to work to learn the carriage and 
wagon-maker’s trade with the firm of J. W. 
Downs, and afterward with Downs & Langford, 
at Conyers, Ga., remaining in their employ for 
three years. He then came to Clay County, Ark., 
where he has resided ever since, with the exception 
of about three years, two of which he spent in New 
Madrid, Mo., and one year at his old home. where 
he worked for Mr. Langford, who was carrying on 
the same business. During his stay here six years 
were spent in the mill business, the second steam- 
mill in the county, and he afterward followed 
farming until about 1588, when he opened up his 


old business in Boydsville. He has built a shop 


for general repair work, and is baving a fair 


He is engaged at present in real estate | 


The latter was married in | 


trade. He was married in 1569 to Miss Martha 
A. Arnold, daughter of Andrew Arnold, of Clay 
County (but which at that time was Greene Coun- 
ty), and nine children have been the result of this 
union, eight now living. They are named as fol- 
lows: Lenora J., wife of J. A. Burton, of Tennes- 
see, and the mother of one child; J. H.. at home 
attending the farm; L. R., at home: William E., 
J. B., Florence A., Matthew A. and Alvin Shelly, 
who is named after his grandfather. My. and 
Mrs. Downs are members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, and he isa Democrat in polities. 
Joseph Dudgeon. There is nothing which 
adds so much to the prestige of a city in the estim- 
ation of a stranger as first-class hotel accommoda- 
tions, and the Dudgeon House, of which our sub- 
ject is proprietor, has an excellent reputation both 
at home and abroad, although it has been in 
operation only a short time (since February, 
1888). His hotel, so recently completed, consists 
of twenty-three commodious rooms, with a large 
bath-room, all of which are well furnished, and 
supplied with modern conveniences, and he is 
ever courteous and accommodating to his guests. 
He was born in the ‘‘ Emerald Isle,’” County Mon- 
aban, in March, 1833,,and is a son of John and 
Margaret (Mulls) Dudgeon, who were of Scotch 
descent, but were born in Ireland, in which coun- 
try the father died. In 15844 Joseph, with his 
mother, went from Belfast to Liverpool, and in the 
latter city took passage for America on the sailing 
vessel ‘‘ Patrick Henry,’ and after an ocean voy- 
age of six weeks landed at New York City. Shortly 
after they went to Snllivan County, N. Y., where 
Joseph received his education, and was reared to 
manhood. He started out to battle his own way in 
the world at the early age of thirteen years, and 
from earliest boyhood his career has been charac- 
terized by hard work, for he was brought up as 
a farmer, and received such education as could be 
~aeqtured in the common schools previous to his 
sixteenth year. About this time he and his mother 
went to New Orleans, and there he worked as a 
elerk in a store for about two years, and from that 
time up to 1865 lived both in Mississippi and 


Texas. He next located in Saginaw, Mich., where 
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| he resided three years, then returning to New York 
State, and the same year located at AuSable, Mich... 
being an employe for eleven years of the Loud, 
Priest & Gay Lumber Company. acting as their 
| foreman; he was held in the highest esteem, and 
commanded the full confidence of his employers. 
He became a noted lumberman of that region, and 
was engaged in the business for himself for some 
time, continuing successfully until 1882, when he 
went to Chicago, and was employed in paving the 
streets for anumber of months. In 1883 he moved 
to Randolph County, Mo., but after a short time 
sold all his effects, and returned to Michigan. In 
the spring of 1885 he came to Clay County, Ark., 
and was engaged in tilling a farm near Corning, 
which he had purchased, until February, 1888, 
when he moved to the town, and embarked in his 
present enterprise. In 1560 he was married to Miss 
Amanda Tiffany, a native of Pennsylvania, and a 
daughter of Edwin and Joannah (Parks) Tiffany, 
the former a native of Connecticut, and the latter of 
New York State. 
George Tiffany, the noted New York City jeweler. 


seven children, of whom five are living: Arthur F., 
residing in Michigan; Ella, wife of R. G. Gillard, 
of Ashland, Wis.; John A., Bertha M., wife of J. 
M. Hawks, of Cotton Plant, Ark., and Pearl A. 
Mr. Dudgeon is a member of the I. O. O. F., and 
in his political views is a Republican. His mother 
was born in Ireland May 5, 1781, and died at the 
age of 104 years. 

Edward B. Earle, druggist at Rector postoftice, 
was born in Obion County, Tenn., February 28, 
1858, but was reared at Arlington, Ky. He re. 
mained on the farm until nineteen years of age, 
receiving a common school education, and worked 
in a drug store for some time. October 25, 1886, 
he made his advent in the State of Arkansas with 
$2.85 in cash and worked at the carpenter's trade 
until February 27, 1887, when he began working 
for Mr. Outlaw, with whom he continued for 3S9 
days without losing any time. Afterward be was 
He then bought out the 
drug store which he now owns and later purchased 


oecupied at odd jobs. 


other property. He is now the most suecessful 





Mr, Tiffany is a second cousin of | 


Mr. and Mrs. Dudgeon became the parents of | 


druggist in Rector, carrying a stock of drugs 
valued at $1,000, and is also a much esteemed 
citizen. September 15, 1S87, he married Miss 
Clemmie Trantham, a native of Clay County, Ark. 
Both he and wife are members of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. 
Masonic fraternity, and is a Democrat in polities, 


He is a member of the 


but not a radical one. Mr. Earle’s parents, J. H. 
and Elvira (Ghalson) Earle, were natives of Ken- 
tucky. The father was reared near Barlow, a 
short distance from Cairo, and was quite an exten- 
sive stock. man. He was a soldier in the late war 
and is now living in Illinois, aged sixty-six years. 
Mrs. Earle remained 
grown, and was married there. To this union 
were born eight children: Sallie, Lee, 
Charles, Arthur, Edward B., Mollie and Leana. 
Dr. Charles Earle, brother of the subject of this 
sketch, came to Rector in 1883, and is a graduate 
of Bellevue College, New York. | 
Frederick Ermert is an excellent example of | 
the success attending hard work and faithful and 


in her native State until 


John. 


persistent endeavor, and is now one of the wealthy 
planters of Clay County, Ark., having been a resi- 
dent of this region since 1856. He is a native of 
Germany, born in 1847, and is the eldest of five 
children born to John and Caroline Ermert, who 
were also natives of that country, and came to the 
State of Missouri in 1850, settling in Madison 
County, where the father engaged in lead mining. 
The following year he took the overland route to 
California, the journey occupying five months, and 
He then 
returned to Madison County, Mo., but shortly 


remained in that State for three years. 


after moved to Randolph County. and in 1856 he 
settled in what is now Clay County, where he 
followed the occupation of agriculture until his 
death in 1864, being still survived by his ex- 
cellent wife. Frederick Ermert received good 
training in growing up, became familiar with the 
details of farm hfe, and entered actively upon life's 
duties as a farmer after the close of the war, pur 
chasing a piece of raw land, which has since, by 
honest and continued effort on his part, become one 
This 
perty he sold in 1885, and since Mareh, 1SSY, has 


of the valuable places of the county. pro- 
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resided on his present farm of 120 acres, sixty of 
which are under cultivation, thirty being devoted 
to the culture of cotton. He has always supported 
the Republican ticket, considering its views as 
sound and well suited to any man. He has been 
married thrice, his first union taking place in Clay 
County, in 1867, to Miss Mary Ann Whitehead, 
a native of that county, whose parents were early 
settlers of the locality. He lost his wife in 1875, 
she having borne him one child: Amanda, now the 
wife of William M. Williams, residing in Texas. 
His second marriage took place in Clay County, in 
1878, to Mildred Rhodes, of Mississippi, who died 
in 1879, also leaving one child, William, who is 
residing with his father. His present wife was a 
Miss Sarah Elizabeth Calhoun, of Tennessee, her 
parents, Dunklin and Penelope Calhoun, being 
To the last union the following chil- 
Many 


deceased. 
dren were born: James, Lewis and Fred. 
are the changes which have occurred since Mr. Er- 
mert first located here, and he has lived to witness 
the growth of what was almost a wilderness to one 
of the most prosperous counties of the State. 
Watson Forrest, better known as ‘‘ Patter’’ 
Forrest, is one of the oldest settlers in Clay 
County at the present time. He left Gibson 
County, Tenn., in October, 1832, with his brother, 
Abraham Forrest, and Elisha Fly and their wives, 
all in one wagon drawn by cattle, and they soon 
fell in with James Kennedy, who, with his wife 
and four children, were in a wagon drawn by 
horses. They all settled on Slavin’s Creek, in 
what is Greene County now, and there they re- 
mained for three vears. During this time Watson 
Forrest was married to Miss Sarah Crafton, of Gib- 
son County, Tenn., and the daughter of John B. 
Crafton, of Tennessee. Mr. Forrest had returned 
to Tennessee to assist his father, Mark Forrest, to 
move to the farm picked out for him by his son, 
on Slavin’s Creek, and here married Miss Crafton, 
and with her and his father he returned to Greene 
County about December 10, 1833. In 1835 he 
and wife moved to what is known as Clay County 
at the present day, settling about one mile from 


where he now lives, and there remained some five 
He then moved to Barry County, Mo., 


years. 





_ forty miles from his residence. 


eontinued there but three months and then returned 
and bought a log cabin, where his present resi- 

He paid $250 for the log 
cabin and the improvements, and $2.50 per acre 
To this he 
The old log house he uses for a 
When Mr. Forrest first came to this State 


there was no market for anything; neither was 


dence is standing. 
for forty acres of land. has since 
added 220 acres. 
stable. 


there any law, nor officers—neither squire, sheriff 
nor constable. and Mr. Forrest assisted in electing 
the first sheriff, Charley Robinson. A man by the 
name of Tueker was the first representative of 
Greene County, and there were only forty votes 
cast in the whole county. Stock had to be driven 
on foot to Memphis, Tenn., 125 miles away, but as 
there was but very little stock in the county, these 
Pre- 
vious to that time the only way of obtaining 


trips were seldom made until about 1845. 


money was by selling the pelts of animals, deer, 
elk, bear, wildeat, panther, raccoon, mink and 
otter being plentiful at that time. Deer skins 
were the most sought after, and at Cape Girardeau 
were worth from about $1.00 to $2.00 each: coon 
skins from twenty-five to fifty cents each; elks, 
from $1.50 to $2.00 each; bear, from $1.00 to 
$3.00: wildeat, about twenty-five cents; panther, 
from $1.00 to $1.50; mink, from $1.50 to $3.00. 
and otter, $4.00 to $6.00. Buffalo, in 
rather limited numbers, were in the State also. 
With the exception of the buffalo and elk, all the 
above mentioned animals are still represented in 


from 


the woods, coon and deer being very plentiful. 
The next nearest trading-point was Pocahontas, on 
the Black River, which offered a market for the 
first time about 1835. This was twenty miles dis- 
tant from where Mr. Forrest lived. The first rail- 
road market to which Mr. Forrest went was Dexter, 
on the Jron Mountain road, in Missouri, and about 
The tirst chureb 
built in what is now Clay County was at Salem, 
in about 1842, and was of the Baptist denomina- 
tion. It was constructed by two men, William 
Nutt and Mr. Winingbham, the latter preaching 
the first sermon. He was also the first Baptist 


preacher. The first preacher of any kind that Mr. 


' Forrest heard was Rev. Fountain Brown, a Meth- 
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The first school house in the 
county was built within a mile of where Mr. For- 


odist circuit rider. 


rest now lives, and a man by the name of Cyrus 
Owens taught the first session as near as can be 
remembered. Mr. Forrest bas in his possession a 
stone which he took from the maw of a spotted 
deer killed by him thirty years ago, and which 
It is 
about the size and shape of a chicken’s heart, of a 


he believes to be a veritable mad stone. 


dull, yellowish or brown color, and resembles a 
well worn molar. On one side is a decayed place 
which appears to be porous in its nature, while the 
stone has a smooth, polished appearance. Three 
people bitten by mad dogs have been cured by 
this stone. In each case, animals had been bitten 
by the same dog, and in every case went mad. It 
will also cure rattlesnake bites. In case of the lat- 
ter, or that of a mad dog, the stone adberes to the 
wound until saturated with the poison, when it 
falls, and by placing the stone in warm water or 
milk it will cleanse itself. When there is no poi- 
son in the wound the stone will not take hold. 
John C. Frew. Prominent among the successful 
farmers and stock-raisers of Haywood Township 
stands the name of the above-mentioned gentleman, 
who was born in Weakley County, Tenn., June 15, 
1843, and is the son of A. and Sarah (Hattler) 
Frew, the former a native of North Carolina and 
his wife of Tennessee. A. Frew went to Tennes- 
see when a young man, was married there and 
afterwards engaged in farming, which he con- 
tinued all his life. He died in November, 1855, 
and his wife died in June of the same year. Their 
family consisted of three sons and three daughters, 
all of whom grew to mature years. One sister 
has since died, but the others are all residents of 
John C., the eldest of this family, re- 
mained with his parents until after bis marriage, 
which occurred in Obion County, November 11, 


Arkansas. 


1566, to Miss Eda Tennessee Rucker, a native of 
Middle Tennessee, and the daughter of Samuel W. 
Rucker. 
on the old home place, and then moved to Obion 
County, where he farmed for tive years. He moved 
to Arkansas in the fall of 1872, and located in what 
is now Clay County, and on the place where he 


After marriage Mr. Frew raised one crop 








~~ 


at present resides. The place at that time had a 


few acres cleared and on it was a log cabin. Since 
then Mr. Frew has cleared the farm, erected build- 
ings and has greatly improved it. He owns 120 
acres, sixty fenced and under cultivation, and has 
a fine young apple and peach orchard. To his 
marriage were born two children: JLaura Victoria, 
wife of J. I. Williams, and Geneva. a miss of ten 
years. Mr. Frew is a member of the Agricultural 
Wheel and served as president of the same one 
term. 

Pierce Galvin. The life of this well known 
farmer and stockman example that 
might well be imitated by the young men of to- 
day, for at the early age of fourteen years he left 
the home place, without means, to battle his own 
way in the world, and his endeavors have been re- 
sultful of good, and he is now a well-to-do farmer 
of Clay County. He possesses an excellent place 
of 240 aeres, 100 being under cultivation, and con- 
ducts his farm in an intelligent manner and has it 
well stocked. He was born in Ireland, December 
24, 1834, and on coming to the United States, in 
1545, landed at New York City, but moved on im- 


affords an 


_ mediately to Philadelphia, where he had a sister 


living, and there he made his home until grown. 
He then traveled for some time and was engaged in 
railroading in Ohio for seven or eight months. later 
going to Pittsburgh, Penn., and in 1552 he com- 
menced braking on a train on the Missouri Pacitie 
Railroad, remaining with this company until 1873. 
The following year he came to Arkansas and again 
became an employe of the above named road, and 
continued the occupation of railroading until 1884, 
since which time he has resided on his present 
farm. He was first married to Miss Mary Malony. 
who was born in Ireland, but was brought to the 
United States when a child, being reared in the 
State of Missouri. She died in August, 1879, 
having borne a family of tive children: Mary, Mag- 
gie, Katie, James and Statia, who died at the age 
of two years. The living children are residing 
with their father and he is doing all in his power 
to give then good educational advantages. He 
was next married to a sister of his first wife, Kate 
Malony, by whom he became the father of two 
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children: Frank, 
and Agnes. Mr. 
of the Catholie Church, but he contributes liberally 


who died at the age of five years, 
and Mrs. Galvin are members 
to all enterprises he deems worthy of support. 
During the war he served in the Twenty-third 


Missouri Volunteers and did railroad work under 


Col. Crowley. He is now a Democrat in polities. 

John T. Gilchrist, merchant at Knobel, Ark., 
was born in 1861 in St. Charles County, Mo., being 
the eldest of nine children born to Richard and 
Fannie (Coleman) Gilchrist. who were born in 
Ohio and Illinois, respectively. 
a hotel keeper, and in 1860 removed to East St. 
Louis, Il., there following that occupation until 
1876, when he moved to Knobel and engaged in 
the stock raising and saw mill business for a few 
years; then he retired from the saw mill business 
and settled on his farm, where he died in 1588. 
He had about 160 acres of farming land, with some 
eighty acres under cultivation, and had 420 acres 
in a stock ranch. His wife died in 1882. John 
T. Gilchrist attended the schools of St. Louis 
until seventeen years of age, then began clerking 
for the Consolidated Steamboat Company, continu. 
ing one year, and in 1879 came to Knobel, Ark., 
and secured the agency at this place of the Iron 
Mountain Railroad Company. and had charge of 
the office for five years. In 188-4 he erected a fine 
building and started a saloon and billiard hall, and 
in 1887 built a large store-house and engaged in 


The former was 


general merchandising, his stock of goods being 
valued at $6,000, and he has a large and rapidly 
increasing trade. He is a member of the K. of P., 
the K. of H., and the K. and L. of H. He is 
particularly active in politics, and votes with the 
His brother, Richard F., is 
associated with him in business. The latter came 
to Knobel with his father in 1876, and worked on 


Democratic party. 


the farm until 1886, when he formed his present 
partnership. 

A. W. Gills, one of the most thorough going, 
wide-awake business men of this section of the 
county, and a genial, pleasant gentleman, is a 
native of Fulton County, Ky., and came with his 
parents, who were natives of Virginia, to what is 
now Clay County, Ark., at the age of nineteen 

14 








_ years. 


They settled near his present residence, 
where the mother died in 1870, and the father two 
Later A. W. Gills purchased this 


In addition to his agricultural interests he 


years later. 
farm. 
also erected a cotton-gin, and about the Ist of Octo- 
ber, 1886, commenced ginning cotton, with a eapac- 
ity of nine bales per day. In September of the 
same year he started a stave factory and corn mill, 
under the 
same roof, the stave business being the principal 


all of which he now runs with steam 


industry, the factory having a capacity of $,000 
staves per day. He regularly employs from thirty 
to thirty-five men and ten teams. This has been 
the means of building at least half a dozen houses 
He still carries on his farm 
of 180 acres, which he has well supplied with good 
stock. Mr. Gills was married in 18S2 to Miss 
Claude Gwin, whom he met in Missouri, and whose 


parents are now living there. 


in his neighborhood. 


He is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, being attached to the 
Eastern Star Lodge, and is also a member of 
Chalk Bluff Lodge No. 72, I. O. O. F., and of 
the K of H. 


Democratic party. 


In politics he votes with the 


Marion C. Glasgow, a prominent agricultur- 
ist and stock raiser of Oak Bluff Township, was 
born in Weakley County, Tenn., August 25, 1842, 
and is the son of Elijah Glasgow, a native of 
North Carolina, where he was reared and where he 
married Miss Jane Jones, a native of Tennessee. 
He and family moved from Tennessee to Arkansas, 
in October, 1854, locating in Clay County, and 
here Mr. Glasgow followed farming until his death 

Mrs. 

In their family were six sons 


which occurred in 1875. Glasgow died sev- 
eral years previous. 
and three daughters who grew to mature years, 
Mar- 


ion C. Glasgow came to this State and county with 


but one brother and one sister are deceased. 


his parents, and here he attained his growth. In 
March, 1862, he enlisted in the Confederate army, 
and served about eight months, when he was 
In 1864 he re-en- 
tered the service, remaining until the close of the 
war. He participated in the following battles: Pilot 


wounded and returned home. 


Knob, Independence, Sedalia, aud many minor en- 


gagements. He was paroled at Wittsburg, Ark., and 
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; ae si i 
then came home and engaged in farming. He was | 


married in Clay County, Ark., in September, 1863, 
to Mrs. F. S. Stephens, daughter of James 
Nettles, one of the pioneer settlers. Mrs. Glas- 
gow was born in Tennessee. Mr. Glasgow located 
on his present property in 1873, bought raw land 
and has cleared and made a valuable farm of the 
same. He has 160 acres, 100 acres 
under cultivation, all bottom land situated one anda 
He has a good house, 


with over 


half miles from Hector. 
good out-buildings and a fine young orchard, ete. 


Mr. and Mrs. Glasgow had a family of eleven 
children, named as follows: Luella, James M., 
Dora J., Levana, Thomas E., Benjamin F., 


George H., Viora and Columbus L. Three chil- 
dren died in early youth. Mr. Glasgow lost his 
wife October 2, 1SS4, and later he married Mrs. 
Emma A. Walker, who bore him one child, Colum- 


bus L. Mr. Glasgow is a Master Mason, is also a. 


member of the I. O. O, F., and is Noble Grand of 
his lodge. His first wife was a member of the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church. 

John M. Gleghorn was born in Independence 
County, Ark., near Batesville, December 10, 1845, 
being a son of John and Sisley (Coleman) Gleg- 
horn, who were both natives of South Carolina, 
the mother being principally reared in Alabama. 
John Gleghorn 
young man and there remained until 1842, when 
he emigrated with his family to Independence 
County, Ark., coming on the first steamer that 
sailed up the White River. He 
in that county, on which he remained until 1859, 
subsequently coming to Greene County, Ark., and 
residing on a farm near Gainesville until his 
death, which occurred in April, 1866. His widow 
is yet living and resides in Marion County, in her 
eightieth year. 
born in Scotland and emigrated to America at an 
early day, when only twelve years old, locating 
first in South Carolina, then in Middle Tennessee, 
where he spent the remainder of his days. The 


removed to Tennessee when a 


entered land 


The paternal grandfather was 


maternal grandfather was born and raised in 
South Carolina, and later spent some time in 
Alabama, dyiag County of that 
State. John M. Gleghorn is one of seven surviy- 


in Limestone 





| pistol shot while with Price at Big Blue. 


ing members of a family of twelve children, their 
names being as follows: Rhoda E.. wife of Samuel 
Pool; Stephen C., Lucretia, widow of William 
Jones; Melissa, wife of J. A. Pool; John M., 
James K., and Marietta, wife of David Gouch. 
John M. Gleghorn was reared and educated in In- 
dependence County, and was in his sixteenth year 
when he went to Greene County with his parents. 
From early boyhood he has been familiar with 
farm life. and when the war broke out he left the 
plow to engage in that struggle, enlisting in No- 
vember, 1861, in Capt. Morgan's company, in 
which he served until 1863, then being discharged 


on account of disability, at Readyville, Tenn. He 
returned home but afterward enlisted in Mar- 
maduke’s brigade, and served until the war 


closed, having taken an active part in the battles 
of Corinth, Fort Pillow, Murfreesboro, Bragg’s 
raid through Kentucky, Harrisburg, and a num- 
ber of other hard fights. He was wounded by a 
He 
surrendered at Shreveport, La., June 8, 1565, 
and returned to Greene County, Ark., and was 
engaged in farming there until February, 1$71, 
when he came to Clay County, Ark., and located 
near Knobel, where he farmed on rented land until 
January, 1S81, then purchasing his present farm of 
325 acres, about 140 of which are under cultivation. 
He has a good two-story frame aouse and has 
made other valuable improvements. His princi- 
pal crop is corn, but he also raises some cotton, 
and gives much attention to stock raising, both 
buying and selling. In November, 1865, he was 
married to Mary Arnold, a native of Tennessee, by 
whom he has bad ten children, five living: Mary J., 
Lindsey C., Etta, Amanda, and James R. Those 
deceased were: Luther L., William, Walter, John 
and Anna, the last two twins. Mrs. Gleghorn 
died in November, 1887, having been a worthy 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for a 
number 
but has 


of years. Mr. Gleghorn is a Democrat. 


He has done 


a great deal to build up his seetion of the country 


never been an oftice seeker. 


and has been the cause of many worthy men loeat- 
ing here, having furnished them with land, and 
grain with which to make a start. 
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I. N. Goldsby, who is classed among the lead- 
ing and industrious farmers of the county, was 
born in Kentucky and is the son of Mentor Golds- 


by, and the grandson of Edward Goldsby, who | 


took part in the War of 1812. Mentor Goldsby 
died in Kentucky in 1858, and in 1861 I. N. 
Goldsby and his mother came to Clay County, 
Ark., and settled on a farm near his present place 


under fence and eighty-five acres under cultivation, 
which he devotes principally to raising corn and 
cotton, but the soil is wel] adapted to all cereals. 
He raises considerable stock during the year, and 
is a prosperous farmer, and has shown his enter- 
prise and industry by putting his farm, which was 
heavily covered with timber when he settled, in 
its present admirable condition. In 1856 he was 


i of residence. He is the owner of 180 acres of united in marriage to Miss Melvina Hyatt, a native 
| land, seventy-five of which are improved, and on of Kentucky, by whom he had three children, only 
: | which he has three houses. He was married in one of whom is living at the present time: Delia, 
E | 1865 to Miss Minerva C. Liddell, daughter of wife of Albert Rhodenback. His second marriage 
: William and sister of Robert Liddell, of Clay took place in 1568, to Miss Sarah J. Gilbert, by 
: County. Previous to this he served three years whom he has the following family: William, 
; in the Confederate army, taking part in the battles Robert, Elizabeth, Vernon E., Ida M. and Rosa L. 


Se ae ey 





of Prairie Grove, Rector and Pilot Knob, and was 
all through Frice’s raid in Missouri. He was 
paroled at Vicksburg in May, 1566, after which he 
returned home, married, and settled down to farm- 
ing, which occupation he has followed ever since. 


Mr. and Mrs. Goldsby were the parents of fourteen | 


children, seven of whom died in infancy. Those 





Mr. and Mrs. Green have long been members of 
the Methodist Church. 

John J. Griffin was born in Greene County, N. 
C., June 1, 1526, being a son of William and Sa- 
rah Griffin, who were members of the Old-School 
Baptist Church and were born in North Carolina, 
the former’s birth occurring in 1784 and his death 





" living are: William M. (Charley), who is now deputy in 1859. Of their seventeen children, John J. 
E county clerk under Mr. Spence, at Boydsville, and Griffin is the only one now living. He became the 
p is a young man of ability and promise: Jennie, at architect of his own fortune at the age of twenty- 
4 home; Lora, Ettie, Robert, Florence and Lem- one years, and for a number of years was engaged 
f | mer (a daughter). Mr. Goldsby is a member of in farming and rafting. On the 25th of July, 
7 | the Masonic fraternity, and has ever been a liberal 1846, he was married to Miss Theresa L. Hicks, a 
i ! contributor to all laudable public enterprises. daughter of Thomas 8. and Jane Hicks, who were 
i | G. G. Green, a farmer residing near Vidette, | Tennesseeans, the former being engaged in tilling 
é | Ark., was born on the 19th of November, 1851, in the soil. To this union eleven children were born, 
| Montgomery County, N. C., his parents being only four of whom are living at the present time: 
: | James and Elizabeth (Wyatt) Green, who were Sarah E. (Winningham), James M. (farmer, of 
' | also born in that State, and removed to Kentucky Clay County, Ark.), John J. (a farmer of Dunk- 
, | in 1832, locating in what was then Galloway lin County, Mo.), and T. J., also a farmer of 
: | County, where they made their home until their Dunklin County. Mr. Griffin took for his see- 
( | respective deaths. The father was a blacksmith ond wife Miss Sarah HE. Spikes, their marriage 
: | and farmer, and he and wife were the parents of taking place on the 22d of June, 1875. Four | 
i ' eleven children, four now living: George G., of the seven children born to their marriage are 
: Marcus M., Frank andl Henry. George G. Greene living: Sanford and Adaline (twins), born Sep- 
i was an infant when brought to Kentucky,and here- tember 22, 1875; Lee, born February 27, 1SS0, 
y mained in that State until 1So7, then emigrating and Rosa, born September 12, 1887. Mr. Grif- 
i to Butler County, Mo., where he made his home fin owns a good farm of eighty acres, sixty un- 
¢ one year; coming thence to what is now Clay Coun- der cultivation, and devotes his land principally 
i ty, Ark., he located on the farm of 120 acres on to raising corn and cotton. His property was at 
which he is now residing. He has about 100 acres _ first heavily covered with timber, but he has made | ; 
ne 
+. = = se : ae ee ——— : 
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valuable improvements, and has now a good and 
confortable home. He and wife are members of 
the Missionary Baptist Church, and he is a Demo- 
erat, and a member of the Agricultural Wheel. 
For about fifteen years after first coming west he 
spent the fall and winter months in hunting and 
trapping, and has killed at least fifty bear and 
hundreds of deer, and in some of his hunting ex- 
peditions met with many thrilling adventures and 
narrow escapes from death. He was also engaged 
in rafting on Black River. 
from North Carolina to Tennessee in 1526, and 
two years later located in Posey County, Ind., 
and in 1840 in Randolph County, Ark. 

W. T. Griffith, Jumberman and postmaster at 
Thurman, Ark., was born on Kentucky soil (Mont- 


His parents moved 


HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 


gomery County) June 11, 1535, his parents being | 
Jefferson and Lydia (Brothers) Griffith, who came | 


from the ‘‘Old Dominion’’ at an early day with 


_ went to Tennessee, where he met and 


their parents; David Griffith, the grandfather, be- | 


ing one of the first settlers of Montgomery County, 
Ky. 
seat, and became a very wealthy farmer, but died 
in Fleming County, of that State. Jefferson Grif- 
fith died in Kentucky in 1882, at the age of seven 


He has held the office of justice of the peace for 
two years. and is a member of the Masonic frater- 
nity and the Agricultural Wheel. In 1855 he 
wedded Miss Barbara I. Lipe, a native of Hlinois, 
and by her became the father of twelve children, 
six now living: Walter, Emma A., Elsie J., Anna, 
John and Lillie. His wife died in October, 1880, 
and in 1881 he married Louisa Carter, who was 
born in Adams County, Ind., and by her had one 
child, Rosa P. He and wife are members of the 
Missionary Baptist Church, of which he is also 
clerk. " 

Robert L. Hancock, agent for the “Cotton Belt” 
Railroad and the Southern Express Company, is a 
native of Prentiss County, Miss., where he was 
born on the 15th of March, 1552, being the son of 
Benjamin Haneock, who was born in Tennessee 
and reared in Virginia. When a young man he 
married 
Matilda Rowsy of that State, and afterward moved 


| to Mississippi, residing on a plantation in Pren- 


He located near Mt. Sterling, the county | 


| turity, Robert L. 
| Boonville, Miss., receiving a 


ty years, having been a mechanic by trade, and a> 


prominent man, serving as sheriff of Nicholas 
County forsome time. His wife also died in Ken- 
tucky. Five of their seven children are now liv- 
ing: Samuel, John, Sarah J., William T. and 
Martha. William T. Griffith, our subject, was 
reared in Kentucky until fifteen years of age, and 
there received the greater part of his education. 
In 1853 he went to Union County, Il., and located 
on a farm near Jonesborough, the country at that 
time being in a very wild and unsettled condition, 
and here made his home until 1877, when he came 
to Clay County, Ark., and began logging in H. H. 
Williams’ large mills, remaining thus employed 
for five years, then locating on his present excellent 
farm in Kilgore Township. ‘lhe most of his at- 
tention, however, is given to lumbering and cotton- 
He owns a saw-mill and employs several 
In July, 1858, the post-office 


ginning, 
hands to operate it. 


, April, 1884, to Miss Delilah 


tiss County until his death in 1854, followed by 
his wife in 1867. After coming to years of ma- 


Hancock attended school in 
good edueation, and 
In 1S74 he went to 
there on the 4th of 
Matheny, 
born, reared and educated in Hardin County of 
that State, being a daughter of James and Eliza 
Matheny. 


Williamsville, Wayne County, Mo., and for two 


then clerked for four years. 
Tennessee, and was married 


who was 


After their marriage they located in 


years he was engaged in teaching school, and the 


next two years occupied in farming and teach- 


ing in Hardin County, Tenn. In 1879 he came to 


| Clay County, Ark., locating on a farm near Green- 


way, and devoted himself to tilling the soil and 
pedagoguing up to 1884, when he moyed to Green- 
way and was appointed telegraph operator, depot 
and express agent, which position he is now fill- 


ing. He was also engaged in mercantile business 


' for one year, and has served as a member of the 


at Thurman was established and he became the | 


first postmaster, and is now holding that position. 








town board. He is an active worker for the cause 


of temperance, and organized the Hancock Tem- 
perance Club at Greenway, of which he is presi- 
dent. Mr. 


Hancock commenced life in Clay 


| 
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CLAY COUNTY. 





County with little or no capital, but is now one of 
the substantial men of the community, and is the 
owner of considerable town property and a good 
farm near Greenway. 

J. W. Harb, a merchant of Corning, Ark., 
was born in Willshire, Van Wert County, Ohio, 
on the 27th of July, 1859, and is the son of W. 
B. and Caroline (Harper) Harb, who were born in 
Franklin and Richland Counties, Ohio, respectively. 
In 1873 they removed to Blackford County, Ind., 
locating in Hartford City, where Mr. Harb en- 
gaged in merchandising and manufacturing head- 
In 1876 he removed his family 
to Corning, Ark., where he continued his manufac- 
turing business until 1878, in the meantime con- 
ducting a drug store, which in 1885 he enlarged, 


ings and staves. 


adding general merchandise, and thus being oe- 
cupied until his death. In 1887 he went back to 
Ohio to take a rest and regain his health, and 
died in West Milton, Ohio, September 11, 1887. 
His remains were brought to Corning and buried. 
He was one of the founders of the town, and being 
a physician by profession, practiced considerably 
in the county. Although not a graduate of any 
college, he was one of the most intelligent pupils 
in the Medical College of Columbus, Ohio. His 
wife died December 24, 1886. J. W. Harb, 
whose name heads this sketch, resided in Ohio and 
Indiana until sixteen years of age, and since 1876 
has lived in Arkansas, being first engaged in the 
drug business with his brother (who is now de- 
ceased) at Walnut Ridge, Ark., continuing until 
1884. At the death of his father he and his 
brother, O. C. Harb, began managing the business 
at Corning, but since January 12, 1889, J. W. Harb 
has had entire control of the establishment. 

John H. Hardin deserves to be classed among 
the prosperous farmers and stockmen of Clay 
County, Ark. He was born in McNairy County, 
Tenn., January 26, 1855, and is a son of B. J. 
Hardin and Nancy Bennet, who were also born in 
that State. 
MeNairy County, where the father was engaged in 
husbandry until the opening of the late Civil War, 
when he joined the Federal army and served four 


After their marriage they settled in 


years, contracting in his service chronic diarrhea, 


which afterward caused his death, in October, 1SS1. 
His wife died here in September, 1884. In the 
summer of 1865 he moved to Clay County, Ark., 
John H. Hardin re- 
mained with his father until he attained mature 


and engaged in farming. 


years, and was married here, December 25, 1873, 
to Miss Sarah I. Mayes, who was born in Tennes- 
see August 25, 1854, though reared in Clay Coun- 
ty, Ark. 
one year, when Mr. Hardin purchased a tract, 
He has 
opened up about eighty acres, and has 100 acres 


After their marriage they rented land 
which he began clearing and improving. 


under cultivation, besides twenty acres of timber 
land. He has a comiortable frame residence, two 
fair barns, and an apple and peach orchard con- 
sisting of three acres. He is a member of the 
Agricultural Wheel, and he and wife are meinbers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. They are the 
parents of five children: Lucey Ann, born Septem- 
ber 9, 1876; Dury J., born November 4, 1878; 
Owen D., born August 4, 1881, and died Febru- 
ary +, 1888; Henry L., born April 18, 1884, and 
an infant, born and died December 12, 1887. 
Robert A. Hawthorne, farmer, and postmaster 
at Don, Clay County, Ark., was born on the 12th 
of August, 1849, in Benton County, Tenn., his 
parents, Robert H. and Elizabeth (Baker) Haw- 
thorne, being born in Ohio and Virginia, respect- 
ively. The paternal grandfather was born in Ire- 
land, locating in Ohio after coming to America, and 
afterward moved to Illinois, where he died. The 
maternal grandfather was born in Virginia, and 
removed from there to Tennessee, in which State 
he died, being engaged in farming. Robert A. 
Hawthorne was reared and educated in Ohio, and 
removed with his father to Illinois, where he made 
his home until about twenty-two years of age, when 
he went to Tennessee and began the study of law, 
being admitted to the bar shortly after. He prac- 
ticed his profession for a number of years, and 
was also engaged in farming. Atthe age of about 
fifty years he gave up his law practice, and turned 
his attention to obtaining pensions for claimants. 
In the summer of 1861 he enlisted in Forrest's 
cavalry, and was shortly after transferred to the 
infantry and was sent south, participating in many 
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battles, and holding the rank of provost mar- 
shal. 
He died January 1, 1866, his death being deeply 


He was never wounded nor taken prisoner. 


regretted by his many friends and acquaintances. 
His widow is still living, being in her seventy- 
ninth year, and resides with her children: Robert 
A. and John C. The former obtained his educa- 
tion and rearing in Tennessee, remaining on a 
farm in that State until twenty-one years old, when 
he came to Clay County, Ark., and located at Corn- 
ing, where he was engaged in the sale of liquors 


for six years. He then turned his attention to 


farming, and in 1882 bought the farm of 262 acres | 


where he now lives; 110 acres are under cultivation 
and fairly improved. He raises corn and cotton, 
The land is well 
adapted for raising all the cereals, and makes an 
excellent stock farm, which industry receives much 
of his attention. October 12, 1888, the postofiice 
was established at his house, and he was made 
postmaster, the office taking the name of Don. In 
1871 he was married to Miss Alice Polk, by whom 
he has two children: Ethel and Mary E. (who is 
deceased). 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and he is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity. 

Hon. G. B. Holitield, who stands at the head 
of the legal profession in the Eastern district of 
Clay County, is a native of Graves County, Ky., 
and the son of T. M. Holitield, who came to Clay 
County, Ark., with his wife and four children, No- 
vember 15, 1855, and settled two miles northeast 
of Boydsville. Here G. B. Holifield was reared 
and here he received the meager schooling afforded 
by the then few subscription schools of the county. 
Later he finished his education by attending six 
months at Gainesville, Ark., and later, after study 
ing law for some time, was admitted to the bar in 
August, 1881, in the Western district of Clay 
County. He has been in constant practice since. 
In 1878 he was elected to the legislature, but pre- 
vious to this he had filled the position of justice of 
the peace for three terms. 


principally, and some clover. 


He has always been 
quite active in politics, though as there is nomi- 
nally only the one party, he bas made but few 


speeches. His first marriage was to Miss Mary 


lows: 
- second wife Mr. Holifield chose Miss Verdilla P. 


' this union. 


Mrs. Hawthorne is a member of the | 





Cummings in 1871, and the fruits of this union 
_ were two children who survive their mother, she 


dying February 4, 1878. They are named as fol- 


William Stanford and Martha J. For his 


Perrian, of Clay County, and-three children, Etta 
Lee, Mary Susan and Otis Osear, are the result of 
Mr. Holifield is one of the prominent 


legal lights of the county, and is thoroughly apace 


with the times in every respect. He and wife are 
members of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
James R. Hollis is 
Wayne County, January 16, 1837, and is a son of 
W. B. and Susan (Meredith) Hollis, both of whom 
were born in Wayne County, Tenn. In 1839 they 
moved to Arkansas and settled in what was then 


a Tennesseean, born in 


_ Greene County (now Clay), where they made a 


farm and resided until their respective deaths, the 
former’s demise occurring in 1873. James R. 
Hollis remained with his father until he attained 
his majority andin June, 1861, enlisted in the Con- 
federate service, Fifth Arkansas Infantry, and 
served until the final surrender, participating in 
some of the most important engagements of the 
war, among which were Murfreesboro, Shiloh, 


siege and surrender of Atlanta, Jonesboro, where 


he was taken prisoner, but was exchanged soon af- 
ter, Nashville, where he was also taken prisoner, 


_ and Franklin, where he was captured and held un- 


til June 21, 1865. 
turned home and engaged in farming. 
married in what is now Clay County, August 19, 
1858, to Elizabeth Payne, a daughter of Boswell B. 
Payne, whose sketch appears in this work. Mrs. 
Hollis was born in Adair County, Tenn., and was 
reared in Arkansas. 


After being parole he re- 
He was 


Soon after his marriage he 


located on his present farm, consisting of some 220 


acres, about 120 acres of which are fenced and 
mostly under cultivation, well improved with good 
Mr. and Mrs. Hollis are the 
parents of the following family: William Thomas, 
Jane B., Ada 


E., Mary Alice, Albert Harvey and John Royal. 


residence and barns. 
wife of G. W. Pickens, Joseph E., 
Susan was the wife 


Mr. and 
Mrs. Hollis are members of the Baptist Church, 


Three infants are deceased. 
of Francis Davis, and died about IS7S. 
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and he is a Mason and a member of the Agricultu- 
ral Wheel. 

G. H. Hovey, one of the successful and enter- 
prising ‘‘sons of the soil,”’ residing near Pitman, 
Ark., was born in the State of New York, September 
15, 1851, being a son of A. G. Hovey, who was also 
born in that State February 4, 1814. The latter 
was a well-known resident of his county, and while 
residing there held a number of offices, such as 
justice of the peace and postmaster. He removed 
to Newton County, Mo., in 1877, and in 1884 
located in Howell County, where he is still residing, 
being a carpenter by trade. He was married in 
1841 to Miss Maria Brewer, a native of New York 
State, and by her became the father of three chil- 
dren, two of whom are living: F. A., a farmer re- 
siding in Howell County, the owner of 160 acres 
of land, and George H., our subject, who is also 
a farmer and owns 200 acres of land, 135 being 
under cultivation, of which 105 have been cleared 
by him in the last three years. He removed to 
this farm from Howell County, Mo., in 1885, and 
here has since made his home, and has one of the 
finest young orchards in the country. He gives 
considerable attention to stock raising and has 
some excellent Durham cattle and Poland China 
hogs. In his youth he acquired a superior edu- 
cation, and in addition to attending the common 
schools was a student in the Tenbroeck Free 
Academy in Cattaraugus County for three years. 
He was then engaged in teaching for twelve terms, 
one term in Pennsylvania, two in New York, and 
nine terms in the public and private schools of 
Missouri. He removed from New York to Penn- 
sylvaniain August, 1874, thence to Newton County, 
Mo., in 1876; in the spring of 1883 to Howell 
County, Mo., and from there to Clay County, Ark. 
On the 31st of December, 1871, he was married 
in his native State to Miss Sarah Burns, of ‘New 
York, a daughter of John and Julia (Collins) 


Burns, who were farmers of that State. They 
have one danghter, born May 8, 1881. Mrs. 


Hovey is a member of the Christian Church, and 
he is an earnest worker for education, exhibiting 
that intellivence and enterprise necessary for the 
successful development of the community. 


A. Hudgens was born in Robertson County, 
Tenn., in 1834, and is the son of John and Nancy 
(Durham) Hudgens, and the grandson of James 
Hudgens, a native of Virginia. John Hudgens 
was also a native Virginian, but later moved to 
Tennessee, where he married Miss Durham. He had 
limited opportunities for an education, but made 
up for this to some extent by studying at home. 
Besides his work on the farm he conducted a store 
in Marion, Ill., and at one time was in quite 
comfortable circumstances, but was obliging enough 
to place his name ona friend’s bond, in consequence 
of which he was compelled to pay a large sum of 
money. Thus he was badly harassed for some 
time. A. Hudgens attained his growth in Tennes- 
see, learning the carpenter's trade. and went with 
his father to Illinois in 1852. He was married in 
that State to Miss Harriet McIntosh, a native of 
Williamson County, Il]., and the daughter of 
Benjamin and Elizabeth (Mason) McIntosh, who 
came from Robertson County, Tenn. After living 
in Iilinois until 1882 Mr. and Mrs. Hudgens moved 
to St. Francis, there being but one dweiling there 
at that time, and put up the third house in the 
village. Here they now live and have a very nice 
residence. He has followed his trade and has 
built more than half the houses since he came. 
He has followed contracting and building, and is 
now holding the office of justice of the peace in 
To his marriage were born seven 
They are named as fol- 


the county. 
children, all in Illinois. 
lows: Emma, received her education in the high 
school at Marion, Ill., and after teaching in that 
State for some time is now teaching in Arkansas; 
Sula, at present finishing her education at Carbon- 
dale, and is studying stenography, having taken 
one course in St. Louis; Minnie, is attending 
school at the State University at Fayetteville, Ark., 
and will graduate in the class of 1889: Oscar, is 
also attending the same school and will graduate in 
1889; Frank is at home; Gertrude is also at home, 
and Bessie, an infant. Mr. Hudgens is a member 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, located 
at St. Francis, as is also bis wife, and he aittiliates 
with the Democratic party in his political views. 
Dr. Samuel W. Huston, physician and surgeon 
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of Piggott, Clay County, Ark., was born in Ripley 


County, Mo., February 15, 1847, being a son of 


Dr. William A. Huston, a Missourian, who was 
reared and studied his profession at Troy. He | 
was married in Randolph County, Ark., to Miss 


Vernetta Pittman, a daughter of Dr. Pittman, of 
Pittman’s Ferry, one of the pioneer physicians of 
After his marriage Dr. Huston settled 


where he practiced a few years 


Arkansas. 
in Ripley County, 
and afterward moved to Charleston, Mo., and died 

in Perry County, of that State, in 1850. While 

in Arkansas he represented Randolph County in 

the State legislature. Dr. Samuel W. Huston 

grew to manhood in Cape Girardeau County, Mo., | 
making his home with his uncle, M. J. Himes, and 
remained with him until he attained his majority. 
He studied medicine under Dr. Henderson, one of 
the leading physicians of Jackson, and took his 
first course of lectures at the McDowell Medical 
College, of St. Louis, about 1568. 
the study of his profession in Cape Girardeau 


He continued 


County, and did his first practicing in Greene 
County, Ark., in 1874, 
eighteen months, when he moved to his present 
location, where he has built up an excellent prac- 
tice. 


remaining there about 


He was married in the village of Piggott, 


September 23, 1877, to Miss Susan Jane Low- _ 


rance, a native of Carroll County, but reared in 
Clay County, Ark. She is a daughter of David G. 


Lowrance (deceased), and she and Dr. Huston are | 
| his second term as justice of the peace of Kilgore 


the parents of six children: Lenora M., Myrtle C., 
Edna §S., Sam, Oran and Carl. The Doctor and 
wife are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church (in which he is an elder), and are highly 
respected citizens of the community in which they 
reside. 

N. A. Keller, another successful business man 
of St. Francis, was born in Tennessee, but grew to 
manhood in Union County, Il, 
with his father, Rev. Francis F. Keller, 
achild. The father was a minister in the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church and followed that 
The mother, Elizabeth 
was a member of that church for nearly 
She recently died at the ave of sey- 
N. A. Keller attended the district 


where he went 
when but 


calling for many years. 
Keller, 
sixty years. 
enty-eight years. 


' he purchased the entire stock of that firm. 


| Ely, 


schools in Union County until twenty-one years of 
age, after which he spent a year at Gravel Hill, 
Mo., and then taught school for several years in 
Missouri and Arkansas. After this he went with 
Gregory, Lasswell & Co., of Malden, Mo., 


he remained for about two years engaged in the 


where 


general merchandise business, and then came to 
St. Francis, and after embarking in business for 
some eighteen months, aecepted a position on the 
road for Kelley, Goodfellow & Co., 
dealers of St. Louis, 


boot and shoe 
with whom he remained for 
about two years, traveling in Southern Illinois 
He then returned to St. 
Francis and took a position with Clemson & Calvin, 
with whom he continued until July 1, 1SS9, 
He was 
married January 20, 1886, to Miss Mattie Calvin, 
daughter of Robert T. Calvin, of Pulaski County, 
and the sister of Mr. Hiram Calvin of the 
firm of which Mr. Keller was the trusted employe. 
Two children were born to this union: 
Pearl. 
since coming to St. Francis, and is the owner of 
three houses and lots inthe village. He is a mem- 
ber of Evergreen Lodge No. 581, I. O. O. F., of 
Illinois, and belongs to the Triple Alliance, 
which he carries 31,000 insurance, and also $1,000 
of Baltimore, Md. Mrs. Keller is a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
G. W. Kelley, of Corning, Ark., 


and West Tennessee. 


when 


Tell and 
Mr. Keller has been reasonably successful 


in 
in the Globe, 
is now serving 


Township, and no man has ever held the position 
who was better fitted to discharge the duties con- 
nected with it than he. He was born in St. Louis 
County, Mo., in 1813, being the eldest of six chil- 
dren born to the marriage of William Kelley and 
Nancy Lancaster, who were Virginians, and early 
emigrants to Missouri, where they opened and im- 
In 1887 
to West Tennessee, where his peek occurred in 
1843, and his wife’s in 185S. G. 
sisted on the home farm until tw es years of age, 


proved a farm. William Kelley removed 


. Kelley as- 


and was then apprenticed to the machinist’s trade, 
which occupation received his attention for a num- 
berof years. While a resident of Tennessee he was 
in 1856, to Miss S. E. Andrews, 


married, a native 
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CLAY COUNTY. 225 
ll ate ea a Ss ee 
of West Tennessee, and a daughter of Edmond State, which occupation he followed there until 
and Lanina Andrews, who were born in the ‘*‘Old_ | 1877, then coming to Clay County, Ark., where he 
North State,’’ and there lived, afterward moving | resumed farming near Peach Orchard. In 1887 
to Tennessee, where they died. They were en- | he bought property in the village of Knobel and 
gaged in tilling the soil. After his marriage Mr. | opened a hotel, but still continues his agricultural 
Kelley settled in Tennessee, and in 1846 enlisted pursuits in the vicinity. He has about fifty acres 
from Adairsburg, of that State, in Company E, | devoted to raising such crops as are intended for 
Second Tennessee, under Gen. Taylor, and was in feeding stock, his hogs amounting to about 100 
the battles of Cerro Gordo, Monterey, Cherubusco, head and his cattle to thirty. In his political 
City of Mexico, and other engagements. Afterthe views he is conservative, and always votes for whom 
war he returned to Tennessee, and in 1867 moved he considers the best man. In 1873 he was mar- 
to Hickman, Fulton County, Ky., where he worked ried to Miss Mary Jane Fozzard, a native of Ih- 
at his trade, moving from there, in 1874, to Clay nois and a daughter of Edward Fozzard, who was 
County, Ark., where he purchased and began im- captain of Company G, Highty-tirst Ilinois Cay- 
proving a farm in Bradshaw Township. In 1884. alry. He was a well known farmer of Williamson 
he moyed to Corning. and although he still owns | County and died in 1576. To the union of Mr. 
his farm, is living retired from the active duties of and Mrs. Ketchum two children have been born: 
life. In 188d he was elected, on the Democratic | Minnie and Lebert Otto. Mr. Ketchum is an en- 
ticket, of which party he is a member, to the office terprising citizen and is rapidly becoming identi- 
of justice of the peace, which position he is now fill- | tied with the growth and prosperity of his section. | 
ing. He has aided very materially in building up | Franz Kopp, farmer and proprietor of Kopp’s | |! 
Corning and vicinity, and has given liberally of his | saw-mill, in St. Francis Township, was born in Ba- | 
means in supporting worthy enterprises. He and varia, Germany, May 24, 1846, and is the son of 
his wife are members of the Baptist Church, and Philip and Mary Ann Kopp, both natives of Ba- 
the names of their children are as follows: Ed- | varia. Philip Kopp emigrated to the States in 
ward A., who is married and resides at Tiptonville, 1848 and nine years later, or in 1857, Mrs. Kopp 
Tenn.; A. M., Julia (Mrs. Gills), residing at Buf- and family arrived and settled in New Madrid, 
fington, Mo.; Ula, Willie, Anton and Kirby. Mo., where Mr. Kopp engaged in the lumber 
During his term of service Mr. Kelley has comein business, manufacturing for a number of years. 
contact with many criminals, and has dealt with He died in October, 1879. Franz Kopp attained 
them in a manner highly satisfactory to lovers of | his growth in New Madrid, Mo., and there followed | 
good law. | farming and assisted his father in the manufacture 
Marcellus Ketchum, hotel-keeper and farmer, of lumber until twenty-one years of age. In 
at Knobel, Clay County, Ark., was born in Will- August, 1864, he enlisted in the Federal army, 
iamson County, Ill., in 1852, being the third of First Missouri Cavalry, and served until his dis- 
seven children born to Jesse and Elizabeth (Me- charge, September 1, 1865. He was stationed at 
Cowan) Ketchum, who were born in North Caro- | Little Rock, Ark., and was mustered out there. 
lina and Illinois, respectively. The maternal He then returned to his home and for a number of 
grandfather, who was a native of Ireland, became years was engaged in farming and in the lumber 
an early settler of Illinois. Jesse Ketchum fol- business. June 3, ISSO, he married Miss S. C. 
lowed the occupation of farming throughout life Morrison, a native of New Madrid, Mo., and the 
and died when his son Marcellus wasa child. The daughter of Hon. T. J. O. Morrison, one of the 
latter has been familiar with farm life from early | pioneers and prominent men of New Madrid Coun- 
boyhood, but received little or no educational ty. After marriage Mr. Kopp followed his former 
advantages in youth. At the age of nineteen business for three years in the county mentioned, lL 
years he began farming for himself in his native | and then in July, 1883, removed his mill to 
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Arkansas and located in St. Francis Township, 


Clay County, where he has been manufacturing | 


lumber ever since until a short time ago, when 
he leased the mill out. He has been very suc- 
cessful in this business. Mr. Kopp settled with 
his family at Piggott and opened up a farm adjoin- 
ing the town. 
cleared land and about 800 acres of heavily tim- 
bered land all in a body. 
and good outbuildings. 
derman while in New Madrid and filled other local 
offices. He and wife are members of the Catholic 
Church. He has cut on an average 500,000 feet 
of lumber per year. 

A. J. Langley, a South Carolinian by birth, 
who is prominently identified with the farming in- 


Mr. Kopp served as al- 


in his native State until forty-two years of age. 


To this union were born eleven children: W. W. 
lives on a farm in Mississippi; Virginia, one of a 
pair of twins, married J. W. Daniels, a farmer of 


| Clay County, and is the mother of seven children: 


Andrew W. married Miss Fannie Malone, and is 


| the father of three children—he is farming in 


He now has some eighty acres of | 


He has a neat residence | 


Clay County; Charles married, and died, jeaving a 
wife and child; Jackianna, married R. M. Ways- 
ter, of Clay County, where they now live, and are 


| the parents of three children; Samuel, recently 
_ married to Miss Lula Booth, is now living in Mis- 
/ sourl; Fannie, who married John McLeskey, bore 


two children, and is now deceased; Tollula, mar- 
ried D. J. McCleskey, and is now deceased; Eugene 


| P. is not married, and lives on a farm in Missouri: 


. Ira C., at home, and Robert, at home. 
terests of Clay County, was reared and remained | 
He. 


attended the common subscription schools of the | 
county of his birth, and in 1862 enlisted in the | 


Twenty-ninth Mississippi Regiment, Volunteer In- 
fantry, and served three years. He was under 
Gens. Bragg, Johnston and Hood, in all the prin- 
cipal fights, was captured at the battle at Franklin, 
Tenn., in November, 1864, and was sent to Chi- 
cago, Ill. 
prisoner of war until he was released June 18, 
1865, and then returned to Mississippi. where he 
followed farming until 1869, finally moving to 
his present residence, seven miles west of St. 
Francis, Clay County. He is the owner of 240 


Mr. Lang- 
ley is a Democrat in his political views; is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church, and belongs to the 
Masonic fraternity, Blue Lodge and Chapter. He 
is generally identified with all public enterprises, 
giving cheerfully as far as he is able. 

W. S. Liddell, postmaster, and one of the 


| prominent business men of St. Francis, was born 
, in Weakley County, Tenn., and is the son of 
| Wilham and Louisa (Mitchell) Liddell, the latter 


He was held at Camp Douglass as a> 


a daughter of Archilles Mitchell, of Virginia. 


| William Liddell is a native of Tennessee, and im- 


acres of land, 100 under cultivation, and is one of | 
the wide-awake, thorough-going farmers of the | 


county. His first marriage was to Miss Mary A. 
Pert, of South Carolina in which State Mr. Lang- 
ley first met her, and to them were born two chil- 
dren, one of whom, Thomas L., 


now lives near | 


Yazoo City, Miss., where he owns a farm, and is | 


the father of one child. Mr. Langley was mar- 
ried the second time to a sister of his former wife, 
Miss Elizabeth Pert, who bore him one child, Eliz- 
abeth, who is now married to Willis White, and a 
resident of South Carolina. 


After the death of | 


his second wife Mr. Langley married Miss Mary | 


A. Goodman, also of South Carolina, she being the | 


daughter of James W. Goodman, of Cross Hill. 


_ master of Chalk Bluff. 


migrated to Arkansas, settling in Clay (then 
Greene) County, in 1852. There Mrs. Liddle died 
in 1881, and he in 1887. W.S. Liddell remained 
on the farm until he enlisted in the Fifth Trans- 
Mississippi Regiment, commanded by R. A. Hart, 
and was in the battle of Helena, Ark., July 4, 
1863, where he was captured and carried to Alton, 
Ill., and there held as a prisoner of war until 
March, 1864, when he was removed to Fort Dela- 
ware, Del. There he was held until the close of 
the war. After this he returned to Clay (then 
Greene) County, Ark., continuing on his father’s 
farm, and was united in marriage to Miss Sarah J. 
Dalton, in 1867, a native of Clay (then Greene) 
County, and the daughter of Timothy Dalton. 
Mr. Liddell continued farming until 1832, and in 
connection with it he found time to assist in con- 
ducting a store and attend to his duties as post- 
When the “ Cotton Belt” 
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- house, which he now occupies. 








CLAY COUNTY. 








Route was opened through the county in 1882, 
Messrs. Liddell & Sons built a storeroom in St. 
Francis, which was just started, and moved their 
stock of goods. The original firm, up to the time 
of the death of Mr. Liddell, Sr., Liddell & 
Sons; since then it has been changed to Liddell 
Bros. They carry a stock of goods valued at 
$2,000 during the busy season, consisting of gen- 
eral merchandise. W. 8S. Liddell is at this time 
postmaster, which office he has held since 1875, 
beyond the existence of St. Francis as a town. 
Since coming to this place he has built a nice 
To his marriage 


was 


were born seven children, four now living: James 
Albert, who assists his father in the postoffice and 
store; Stella May, at home attending school; Fan- 
nie H. and Thomas. In polities Mr. Liddell affil- 
iates with the Democratic party. He is a mem- 
ber of Eastern Star Lodge of the A. F. & A. M., 
also of Chalk Bluff Lodge No. 72, I. O. O. F. 
In the former he has held the office of secretary 
for about eight or ten years, and has also served 
as treasurer and junior warden. 

Robert Liddell, judge of the county and pro- 
bate court of Clay County, Ark., was born in 
Tennessee, in 1850, and is the son of William and 
Louisa (Mitchell) Liddell, and a grandson of Fran- 
eis Liddell. In 1552 the parents emigrated to 
Greene County, Ark. (which was afterward formed 
into Clay County), and made their home at what 
is now known as Chalk Bluff, Clay County, 
where they continued to pass the remainder of 
their days. Judge Robert Liddell was but two 
years of age when he came with his parents to 
Greene County, and here he grew to manhood. 
He received a practical English education in the 
common schools of the locality, which he snpple- 
mented by attending two terms in Missouri. He 
then followed agricultural pursuits until 1878, 
when he was elected clerk of the circuit court, and 
held this position with honor and credit until Octo- 
ber, 1886. He was then elected judge of the 
county and probate court, and has served in that 
capacity ever since. He takes a deep interest in 
all laudable and worthy enterprises, and is a liberal 


contributor to the same. He is a genial companion, 


an intellectual associate, as his many warm friends 
can testify, and is in every way fitted to fill his 
present position. He was married in 1873 to Miss 
Mary Crawford, of Butler County, Mo., and the 
daughter of P. P. and Margaret (Hudson) Craw- 
Mrs. Liddell was but a child eight years 
old when her mother died, and her father died 
soon after her marriage. To the Judge and wife 
eight children have been born, five of whom sur- 
vive: Clara, Willie, Beulah, Finis and Eunice. 
The others died in infancy. The Judge is a mem- 
ber of the Masonic Order, the I. O. O. F. and K. 
of H., and he and his wife are members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, located at St. 
Francis. 

Rev. Garland Lively, a successful merchant of 
Piggott, Ark., was born in Monroe County, Ark., 
February 10, 1848, and is a son of William R. 
Lively, who was born, reared and married in Mis- 
sissippi, the latter event being to Miss Elizabeth 
Hall of the same State. They moved to Arkansas 
in 1852, but after some time went back to Missis- 
sippi, and there the father died in De Soto County 
in 1858. His widow returned to Arkansas, and 
after living for three years in Phillips County, 
moved to Tennessee, locating in Dyer County. 
Here our subject was reared, and when in his 
eighteenth year was married January 30, 1866, to 
Miss Martha J. Hall, a native of Tennessee, and a 
daughter of Jesse Hall. After their marriage 
they resided in that State up to 1870, then moving 
to Arkansas, and in October of that year settled on 
a farm near the town of Piggott, where he was en- 
gaged in tilling the soil up to 1888. Since 1872 
he has been a member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, having previously been a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for eight years. In 
1873 he was licensed to preach, and was or. 
dained a minister the following year, and has bad 


ford. 


charge of a number of churches since that time. 
In 18S9 he engaged in the mercantile business, and 
earries a good stock of drugs and groceries. He is 
a Mason, a member of the I. O. O. F., in which he 
has been Noble Grand, and has represented the 
One son, Will- 


iam J., is married and resides in Clay County. 


former order in the Grand Lodge. 
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Loda & Bro., proprietors of the Knobel House 
at Knobel Station, Clay County, Ark. This is one 
of the finest hotels in the State, and was erected 
in 1884 by the Iron Mountain Railroad Company 
at a cost of about $10,000, and was first opened 
to the public in June of that year, being placed 
under the management of the Loda Bros., who are 
experienced hotel men. 
the firm, was born in Cape Vincent, Jefferson 
County, N. Y., in 1853, and is the seventh of 
twelve children born to Leision and Adelaide 
(Boler) Loda, who were natives of Lower Canada. 
The father was a ship builder by trade, and later 
followed the business of hotel keeping, which oce- 
cupation received his attention until his death, 
which occurred in 1865. His wife died in 1871. 
Eli Loda attended school until his father’s death, 
and then secured employment on the lake steam- 
ers for several years, and after that was engaged 


Eli, the elder member of 


in the railroad business for three years as fireman 
In 1874 he came to St. Louis, 
Mo., securing employment on the Iron Mountain 


and engineer. 


Railroad, and ran the engine of the pay-car for 
several years, and in 1S8S{ made a run of over 
3,900 miles with engine No. 380, of the Missouri 
Pacific, which is the longest run ever made by an 
engine; and on this trip he hauled the general 
manager of the road, Mr. A. A. Talmadge. He 
gave up railroad work in June, 1854, leaving an 
excellent record behind him, for during his experi- 
ence on the road he never had an accident happen 
to one of his trains. In 1883 he assumed the 
management of the Belmont Hotel, at Belmont, 
Mo.. it being conducted by his wife (whose maiden 
name was Miss Ida Cloud, and whom he married 
in 1877) and by his brother, Darius. The follow- 
ing year he and his brother assumed the manage- 
ment of the Knobel House, which they have since 
carried on with the best of success. The younger 
member of the firm, Darius, was also born at Cape 
Vincent, N. Y., in the year 1857. 
gaged in steamboating for about nine years, act- 


He was en- 


-ing as steward the most of the time, but in 1878 


he gave up this work and went to Colorado and 
opened a restaurant at Georgetown, where he re- 
mained for about three years, being also occupied 





in mining to some extent. He next went to Wyo- 
ming Territory, and was engaged in hotel keeping 
at Laramie City for several months. In 1882 he 
came east as far as Missouri, and in partnership 
with his brother soon after opened the Belmont 
Hotel. These gentlemen are extensive stock raisers 
and farmers, but deyote the most of their fine farm 
of 120 acres to stock raising, and give their prin- 
They 
purchased their fine Norman-Percheron stallion, 
St. John, in Illinois, in 1887, at a cost of $600. 
He is a draft horse of about 1,800 pounds, and is 
a colt of St. Benoit, Jr., by the imported horse 
St. Benoit, owned by the Browns. St. John is 
one of the best animals ever brought into Northeast 
Arkansas. The Loda Bros. also keep twelve 
breeding mares. 


cipal attention to the propagation of horses. 


Owing to the enterprise of these 
men, there is a growing desire among the citizens 
for a better grade of stock, and this feeling is being 
shown by an improved class of stock on the farms. 
Eli Loda has about 140 acres of land under culti- 
vation, which he devotes to raising such crops as 
are needed for his stock. In 1888, in partnership 
with W. P. MecNalley and Harry Flanders, he pur- 
chased 100 acres of land adjoining the station and 
railroad land at Knobel, and they immediately had 
their land surveyed and laid out into city lots, and 
their enterprise will secure a fine town here as soon 
as this point 1s made the terminus of a division. 
Mr. Flanders is master of transportation for the 
South Division of the Iron Mountain Railroad, and 
Mr. MecNalley is passenger conductor for the same 
Three children have been born to the 
marriage of Eli Loda and wife: Guy, who is de- 
ceased; Mabel, and Nellie Irene. 


division. 


W. R. Looney, a popular druggist of St. Fran- 
cis, Ark., and one of the most successful in the 
county, was born in Tennessee in 1803, and on ac- 
count of poor health in youth received but a lim- 
ited education, although he has in late years made 
this up to a great extent by observation and study. 
At the age of seventeen he came, with his father, 
mother, and brother, James W. (who died in 1873). 
to Clay County, Ark., and settled near Chalk 
Bluff on the 10th day of January, 1S70. Here he 
remained until twenty-two years of age, and Feb- 
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CLAY COUNTY. 


ruary 23, 1875, he married Miss Susan E. Leigh, 
daughter of J. H. and Susan E. (Long) Leigh. 
After marriage Mr. Looney remained on the farm 
in Clay County until March, 1851, when he moved 
to Dunklin County, Mo., and was there engaged in 
the dry-goods store of Sheldon & Wright Bros., 
at Malden. Afterward, in June, 1883, he was em- 
ployed by J. S. Kochtitzky & Co. to run a steam 
corn-sheller, and on the 20th of November met 
with a very serious accident. Having been caught 
in the main shaft of the machinery, his clothing 
wus wound so tightly about him that it dislocated 
his left arm at the shoulder. He suffered excru 
ciatingly from this, failed to get a night’s rest for 
Em- 
barking in the grocery business, in partnership 
with Mr. Jokn Allen, under the firm title of Allen 
& Looney, six months later he bought Mr. Allen 
_ out and continued the business until April, 1886, 
when he sold out, and came to St. Francis May 
19 of that year, then starting a drug and grocery 
store. 
and now has the finest drug store in the county. 
The firm name is W. R. Looney & Co., and they 
enjoy a profitable, legitimate trade. Mr. Looney 
has been generally identified with the enterprises 
of the town and county. He is the owner of about 
120 acres of land adjoining his father’s place, 
some four miles from St. Francis, and is paying 
particular attention to the raising of clover, which 
he thinks is a successful crop and also renews the 
land. Mr. and Mrs. Looney became the parents 
of six children, all of whom died in infancy. He 
is a Democrat in politics. 


forty days, and is now a cripple in that arm. 


One year later he closed out the groceries 


Samuel W. McDonald, a progressive farmer 
and stock raiser, and one who has kept thoroughly 
apace with the times, was 
County, Ala., in December, 1544, being the son of 
Sebbon McDonald, who was born and reared in 
Georgia, but who was married in Alabama to Miss 
Rhoda Blackston, a native of the last mentioned 
State. Mr. 
Indian wars. He was a farmer,and followed this oc- 
cupation in Alabama until his death, which oc- 
curred about 1864. Samuel W. McDonald at- 
tained his growth in Aiabama, remained with his 


McDonald served in one of the old 





~ womanhood. 


born in Randolph — 


DIG 





father until grown, and in 1862 enlisted in the 
Confederate army, Seventeenth Alabama Infantry, 
serving until the final surrender of the Confed- 
eracy. He participated in the fight near Dalton, 
and was stationed nearly all the time at Mobile. 
He surrendered in 1865, and after being paroled 
returned to Alabama, where he engaged in farming 
in Randolph County. He moved to Arkansas in 
1876, located in Clay County, remained there two 
years, and then moved to Boone County, Ark., 
whence after a residence of two years he returned to 
Clay County, and settled on his present farm in 
1SS1. He has 120 acres of land, with about sev- 
enty-five fenced, and some forty under cultivation. 
Mr. McDonald has beer married twice; first, in Clay 


~County, in 1874, to Miss Elizabeth Sexton, a na- 


She 
died in 1885, and was the mother of four children, 
who are named as follows: William B., Riley S., 
Samuel W. and Ollie B. Mr. McDonald took for 
his second wife Mrs. Adaline Melton, in September, 
1886, and the results of this wnion are two chil- 
dren: John EK. and Reuben H. Mrs. McDonald is 
a native of Clay County, Ark., where she grew to 
She is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. McDonald is a member of 
the Baptist Church. 

Thomas Cary McGuire was born in Carroll 
County, Tenn., June 9, 1850, and is a son of Dr. J. 
M. McGuire. mentioned elsewhere in these pages. 
He became the architect of his own fortune at the 
age of twenty years, and was actively engaged in 


tive of Illinois, who was reared in Arkansas. 


tilling the soil until twenty-seven years old, when 


| he was married to Miss Louisa Jane Gossett, a 


native of Jefferson County, Ill., and a daughter 
of William and Mary Gossett, who were farmers. 
To Mr. and Mrs. McGuire have been born the fol- 
lowing family of children: America Leota, born 
February 21, 1875, and died February 7, 1SS1; 
Melissa J., born November 18, 1877; William Mar- 
tin, born March 25, 1879; Dora, born September 
4, 1880, and died September 30, 18S4; Mary J., 
born March 21, 1852; Louella, born January 8, 
1884; John H., born December 18, 1885; Fred, 
born February 14, 1857, and died June 11, 15S8, 
and Ida May, born November 18, ISSS. Mr. 
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McGuire has a good farm of eighty acres, twenty- 
five of which are under cultivation, on which he 
raises corn and cotton. This farm is well improved 
with good buildings, fences and orchard, and in 
fact is one of the best improved places in the 
county. He also devotes a considerable amount 
of time to raising cattle and hogs, and is active in 
furthering the cause of education. He belongs to 
the Masonic order, is a member of the Agricultural 
Wheel, and in his political views is a Democrat. 
George M. MeNiel, ex-sheriff of Clay County, 
Ark., was born in this county February 28, 1547, 
and is the son of Neal MeNiel, who was a native of 
The father left that State about fifty 
years ago, emigrating to Arkansas, and settling in 


Tennessee. 
what is now Clay County. He was here married 
to Miss Nancy Thomas, daughter of Matthew 
Thomas, one of the earliest settlers of Arkansas. 


Mr. McNiel was for many years a leading stock 


dealer of Arkansas, and died in 1857, at Helena, 
Ark., while on a trip to New Orleans, with a large 
drove of hogs and eattle, valued at $5,000. After 
the stock was sold in New Orleans the money was 
sent to his widow. She is still living, is eighty 
years of age, and has resided near Rector for the 
past thirty-eight years. George M. MecNiel re- 
mained with his mother until his marriage, which 
occurred in 1880, to Miss Clara Rosaline Seegraves, 
daughter of J. H. Seegraves, of Oak Bluff, Clay 
County, Ark. Mrs. McNiel died in September, 
1888, leaving three children: Ruth Edith, George 
A. and Ethel. The mother was a worthy and con- 
sistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and died in that faith. The children are now liv- 
ing with Dr. Seegraves, in Rector. In 1874 Mr. 
MeNiel engaged in business in Oak Bluff, remain- 
ing there about a year, and then went to Bollinger 
County, Mo., where he accepted a position in the 
firm of Eli Lutes, and there continued eight years. 
He then left and took a place as deputy under 
his brother James, who was sheriff of Clay County, 
and filled this position for eight years. 
elected sheriff in 1556, and his brother was deputy 
Mr. Me- 
Niel is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and is 
also a member of the Kk. of H., in which he has 


He was 


under him for two years, ending in 1888. 





filled many important offices. 


During the late war 
he was a member of Capt. J. J. Allen’s company, 
Davis’ Clark’s 
Price, and surrendered at Shreveport, La., in 
1865, this command being the last army of the 
Confederation to surrender, 

James A. MeNiel, ex-sheriff, and one of the 
sturdy sons of toil of Clay County, Ark., was born 
in this county at Oak Bluff, near where Rector 


battalion, brigade, under Gen. 


"now stands, February 7, 1849, his parents being 


Neal McNiel and Nancy (Thomas) MeNiel, natives 
of East and West Tennessee, respectively. The 
maternal grandfather, Matthew Thomas, was a na- 
tive of North Carolina. James A. MeNiel attended 
such schools as the country afforded, which were 
very primitive up to the breaking out of the late 
war, when all the schools were closed. During 
that time he remained at home with his mother, 
and still continued with her until 1878, when 
he was elected to the office of sheriff of the 
county. Hewas re-elected four consecutive terms, 
holding that office until 1886, when his brother, 
George McNiel, was elected to the same office. 
19, 1S79, to 
Miss Mary Luella Brake, daughter of Jesse Brake, 
of Clay County, and five children were the result 
of this union, four now living: Jesse MeNiel, Lil- 
lian Lee, Ralph Alonzo and Rudy Eugene, all now 
at home. Since retiring from office Mr. McNiel 
has followed agricultural pursuits, and has been 


Mr. MeNiel was married November 


paying considerable attention to trading in stock. 
is the 
owner of one and a half blocks in Rector, and is 
also the owner of his residence in Boydsville. He 


He has an excellent farm of 5S0 acres, 


is an honest, upright citizen, and stands in the 
front ranks of his townsmen. He is a member of 
Boydsville Lodge No. 75, A. F. & A. M., is also a 
member of Boydsville Lodge No. 16, I. O. O. F., 
and is a member of the local Knights of Honor. 
Mr. MeNiel is a Democrat in his polities. His wife 
is a member of the Christian Church. 

Daniel W. McPherson, who is recognized as 
one of the county's best citizens, was born March 
25, 1853, in Lee County, Miss., and received a 
good practical education in the common schools. 
At the age of about seventeen, he began working 
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CLAY COUNTY. 





on his own responsibility as clerk in a grocery 

store, and this continued until coming to Clay 

County, Ark., in 1879. After reaching this 

county he had $2.75 in ready cash, and as soon as 

possible he began clerking for G. W. Spraygins, 

remaining with him and Capt. John J. Allen, for 

about fifteen months. He then engaged in mercan- 

tile pursuits on a limited seale, having but 377 in 
cash, and doing business on a cash basis, as his cap- 

ital would indicate. He thus continued for about 
five years, meeting with merited success from the 
beginning. He is now conducting a general mor- 
cantile business, and is also engaged in the liquor 
trade. Mr. McPherson is the son of William 
B. and Fidelia W. (Ringo) McPherson. The 
father was born in 1797, in Blount County, Ala., 
was of Scotch parentage, and after growing up 
followed the occupation of a farmer. In 1849 he 
moved to Lee County, Miss., where he died in 
1881. His wife was a native of Kentucky, and to 
them were born ten children: Frank. Lot W., 
Wallace W., Charles, James M., Daniel W., Mary, 
Josephine, Ellen and Catherine. Daniel W. Mc- 
Pherson was married in October, 1881, to Miss 
Lura Johnson, a native of Middle Tennessee 
(where she received her education), and the daugh- 
ter of John R. Johnson. She came to Arkansas 
when grown, and by her union to Mr. McPherson, 
three children were born, two now living: Ella 
and Lena. Mr. McPherson is one of the pro- 
gressive young men of Arkansas, and is doing 
well at his adopted calling. He is a Democrat in 
polities. 

John S. Magee was born in Pope County, Ill., 
September 19, 1833, being a son of Thomas and 
Nancy Magee, who were born respectively in Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky. JohnS. Magee began work- 
ing for himself at the age of eighteen years, tirst 
as a farm hand, and was married in that State to 
Miss Abbie, a daughter of Austin and Louisa 
Williams, who were farmers of Illinois. They 
were married March 21, 1850, and about a year 
later the mother and an infant died. Mr. Magee 
remained single three years, then moved to Clay 
County, Ark., and was again married, September 
17, 1854, his wife’s maiden name being Luvina 


Watson, of Kentucky. She bore him four chil- 
dren, two of whom are living: W. R., born August 
7, 1855, and Nancy J., who was born April 16, 
1861, and is the wife of Robert Hasten, a farmer 
of Louisville, Tex. Eliza A. was born June 28, 
1859, and died Jannary 1, 1883. May 19, 1881, 
Mr. Magee wedded his present wife, Elisabeth 
Tittle, a daughter of Peter and Rachel Tittle of 
Missouri. The last marriage has been blessed in 
the birth of one son and one daughter: John H., 
who was born March 13, 1582, and Mary E., born 
August 6, 1885. Mr. Magee has made the fol- 
lowing changes of residence: From Kentucky to 
Arkansas, in 1854; to Illinois, in 1863; to Kansas, 
in 1867; to Illinois, in 1868; to Clay County, Ark., 
in 1869; to Boone County, Ark., in 1875, and back 
to Clay County, Ark., in 1877, where he bas since 
made his home, being the owner of 120 acres of 
land, forty-five of which are under cultivation, the 
rest being heavily timbered. He has good build- 
ings, orchards, and fences, and is considered one 
of the prosperous farmers of the county. He and 
wife are members of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
and he is a Republican in his political views. Dur- 
ing the late war he served the cause of the Con- 
federacy in the Home Guards. 

J. F. Mahan is one of Clay County’s worthy 
tillers of the soil, residing near Vidette. He was 
born in Ozark County, Mo., on the 30th of May, 
1841, and is the eldest of eight children, five now 
living, of the family of Noah and Orinda Mahan, 
who were born in Tennessee and Missouri, respect- 
ively. The father emigrated with his parents to 
Missouri in 1840, locating in Ozark County, where 
he and his wife died, as did also his parents. They 
were among the early settlers, and experienced 
many hardships and privations in their endeavors 
to obtain a home. Noah Mahan cleared several 
farms, and became quite wealthy. His children 
who are living are: James F., William, Cynthia, 
Mary, Hansen. James F., the eldest child, was 
reared ona farm in Ozark County, but owing to 
poor school facilities at that day, received a some- 
what limited education. In 1852 he enlisted in 
Company F, Greene’s regiment, aud served a little 
over two years, participating in the battles of Hele- 
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na, Little Rock, Camden, Shreveport, Gaines’ Fer- 
In the fall of 1864 he 
stopped on furlough in Clay County. Ark., having 
but $10 in Confederate money, and without a whole 
garment on his back. He fell into the hands of 
strangers, but was kindly cared for by his future 


ry and several skirmishes. 


wife’s father. After recovering, he worked out for 
some time, and in 1$69 bought a farm in Richwoods, 
on which he lived until 1884, when he sold out and 
bought the place where he now resides, consisting 
of 160 acres, about 100 of which are under cultiva- 
tion and finely improved. He has put over $1,000 
worth of improvements on his farm in the last five 
years, and it is now one of the finest places in the 
county. He usually devotes about thirty acres to 
cotton, and raises about one bale to the acre. He 
was married, in 1867, to Miss Susan J. Cleveland, 
a native of North Missouri, and by her has tive 
children: William T., Don, Mary, Hugh and 
Edna. Mr. and Mrs. Mahan are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and he belongs to 


the Masonic order. He has been a resident of Clay | 
County for twenty-three years, and is considered | 


one of its best residents. 

W.S. Malone is an agriculturist of prominence, 
who, notwithstanding many reverses and discour- 
agements, has ever come boldly to the front, and, 
with the push and energy characteristic of him, sur- 
mounted all difficulties. He is a native Tennes- 
seean, moving with his parents to Mississippi when 
nine years of age, or in 1841. They settled in 
Yalobusha County, and here W. 8S. Malone remained 
until twenty years of age, after which he went to 
Panola County. He continued in this county until 
1859, subsequently locating in Texas, where he re- 
mained until the breaking out of the late war. Then 
he came to Oak Bluff, in what is pow Clay Coun- 
ty, and enlisted in the Fifth Arkansas Regiment, 
Col. Cross commanding, and was elected heutenant 


of the company. He served in that capacity until 


the winter of 1862, when he was discharged at | 


Bowling Green, Ky., but re-enlisted in Capt. 
Allen’s company, of which Mr. Malone was first 
lieutenant. Later he was put into Col. Hart’s regi- 
ment, and took part and commanded the company 


during the battle of Helena, Ark. “He was with 


OF ARKANSAS. 


Gen. Price on his raid through Missouri, and took 


_ part in all the fights that occurred, always having 


At one time he was 
shot in the mouth, and lost twoteeth. He was dis- 
banded at Cane Hill, and was paroled at Vicks- 


command of the company. 


burg. In 1863 he was united in marriage with Miss 
M. A. C. Daniels, daughter of John Daniels, of 
Clay County. They settled on a farm of 120 acres, 
Shortly 
after marriage they were burned out, losing all their 
possessions and the first crop they had, and for a 
time had nothing but dry corn bread as food, and 
straw, with a limited amount of covering. for a bed. 
Now they are very nicely fixed, having a comforta- 
ble house and good outbuildings, and are prepared 
to enjoy life. 


where they have remained ever since. 


In their family were seven children, 
two having died in early youth. Those now living 
are: Fannie L., married Andrew Langley, and is 
the mother of three children; she now resides near 
the home of her father; Margaret L., married 
Wade Thomas, a farmer who lives in Clay County, 
and is the mother of two children; Willie Genoa, 
a daughter, is now deceased; Lucy Ila, at home; 


| H. Eddie, at home, and Bob L., an infant. Mz. 


Malone is a member of the Masonic fraternity; is 
ap elder in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
and a Democrat in politics. He is now fifty- 
nine years of age, and never sued nor was he ever 
sued. He has not been in a fight since the war, 
but at the battle of Jonesboro, Ark., was shot in the 
mouth. During the entire time he has been en- 
gaged in farming Mr. Malone has never bought a 


pound of bacon, nor has he ever bought corn to 


eat, always raising sufficient for his family. Mrs. 
Malone, who is a daughter of Louisa and John 
Daniel, was born near Cottage Grove, Henry 


County, Tenn., and remained there until 1859, 
Three of the children 
which she has borne, as well as herself, are mem- 
bers of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church : 
Maggie, Fannie and Ila. 


coming then to Arkansas. 


The two sons, still small 
children, are being trained in the right way, the 
hope of their parents being to sec them embrace 
Mrs. Malone 
sarries them to Sunday-school each Sunday, where 
Her 


religion before they enter their teens. 


she has a class of fifteen scholars. father is 
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deceased. Her mother, seventy-eight years of age, 
but still quite active, resides with the oldest daugh- 
ter, Nancy. Mrs. Malone has three sisters and 
one brother. 

Patrick Martin’s name is well known through- 
out Northeast Arkansas by the traveling public, 
for since September 10, L885, he has been the 
proprietor of the City Hotel at Corning, which 
establishment, situated opposite the depot, is one 
of the best of its kind in Clay County. and is 
quite commodious, consisting of thirty good-sized 
rooms, with a large sample room. In addition to 
managing the hotel, he keeps a fine stock of liquors 
and cigars, having been engaged in this business 
since coming to the county, in the fall of 1883. 
He was born at Donegal, in the North of Ireland, 
March 17, 1855, his parents, Francis and Ann 
(Monday) Martin, being also natives of that coun- 
try, where they are still living. In 1880 Patrick 
Martin emigrated to the United States, and landed 
at New York City in the month of May, but went 
directly from there to Philadelphia, where he re- 
mained three years, acting as clerk in a wholesale 
and retail liquor store, also serving part of the 
time as manager. Since coming to Clay County. 
Ark., in 1883, he has made his home at Corning, 
but September 7, 1885, was married, at Pocahon- 
tas, Ark., to Miss Nannie B. Lansdell. a native 
of Virginia, as were also her parents. Her father 
was a teacher of high standing in his native State, 
and there spent his life. Afterthe war her mother 
came to Randolph County, Ark. After his mar- 
riage Mr. Martin opened his present hotel, which 
he has since very ably conducted. He possesses that 
feeling of kindly hospitality which characterizes the 
people of Arkansas, and has rendered the City 
Hotel a comfortable and desirable hostelry. He 
has always been quite active in polities. and has cast 
his vote with the Democratic party. He and his 
wife are the parents of one child, Andrew, and are 
rearing another child by the name of Hattie Lans- 
dell. They are members of the Catholie Church. 

Robert I. Masterson (deceased) was born in 
Cape Girardeau County, Mo., June 25, 1836, be- 





ing a son of Samuel Masterson, who was a farmer quite a number of cattle and hogs. In 1S61 he 
by oeeupation. Robert I. served a short time in married Miss Wilhelmina Branica, a native of 
15 
te ee 


vation. 


| the late war, and in 1866 removed to Clay County, 


Ark., locating where his widow and children are 
now living. At that time there was only a small 
portion of the farm under cultivation, and but few 
improvements made, but previous to his death, 
which occurred May 19, 1873, he did much to bet- 
ter the condition of his farm. He was married. 
about 1857, im Cape Girardeau County, Mo., to 
Miss Mary Collins, by whom he became the father 
of eight children, four of whom are living: Sarah 
I., Mary L., Robert F. and John H. After his 
death his widow, in 1878, married Elias Cunning. 
ham. who was shot December 2, 1878, by outlaws, 
while sitting by a window in his home, and died 
on the Sth of that month. The widow and family 
now live on the old homestead,-which consists of 
160 acres, about eighty of which are under culti- 
Robert F. and John manage the farm, 
and are experienced and intelligent young men. 
They give the most of their attention to raising 
corn and cotton, their annual yield being very 
large. It is one of the best farms in the northern 
part of Clay County, and the house, which is on a 
high elevation, is surrounded by natural shade 
trees. 

Joseph Mellert, hotel proprietor and farmer of 
Knobel, Clay County, Ark., was born in Germany, 
in 1836, and is the fifth (with a twin brother) in a 
family of twelve, born to F. and Mary Mellert. 
Joseph was reared on a farm and attended school 
until fourteen years of age, when he began learn- 
ing the cigar-maker’s trade, and in 1859 came to 
the United States and settled in St. Louis, where 
he worked at his trade for about ten years, six 
years of that time being engaged in business on 
his own aceount. In 1870 he moved to Illinois, 
remaining there for six years: then moved to 
Randolph County, of the same State, where he 
remained six years more. He then located in 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., and after working at his 
trade there for three years, went to Pilot Knob 
for about one 1SS1 to 
Knobel, Ark., and opened his present hotel. He 
farms about twenty-five acres of land and keeps 
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St. Louis, and by her has two children: August — 


and Louisa. 
politics, but usually votes with the Democratic 
party. 
a short time, he has seen many improvements 


Mr. Mellert is not very active in 
Although he has only resided in the county 


made, and has aided materially in advancing all 
enterprises for the good of his section. 

Stephen C. Michell was born in Obion County, 
Tenn., September 21, 1860, and is the third of 
nine children, four now living, born to the mar- 
riage of Stephen Michell and Kmeline Watts, who 
were born in Tennessee and Indiana, in 1829 aud 
1844, respectively. 
1857, and they removed from Tennessee to what is 
now Clay County, Ark., at an early day, and be- 
came the owners of a good farm comprising 160 
acres of land, eighty of which they succeeded in 
putting under cultivation, and greatly improved 
their property by good buildings, fences and or- 
chards. During the Rebellion, Mr. Michell served 
for about six months in the Confederate army, and 
after the surrender returned home. where he re- 
sumed farming. He was amemberof the Grangers, 
the Masons; and the I. O. O. F., and he and wife 
were first members of the Methodist Church, but 
Christian 


Their marriage took place in 


afterward became connected with the 
Church. His death occurred on the Ist of Novem- 
ber, 1854. The following are his children: Docia 
(Deckard), who died at the age of twenty years; 
Wapallan, who died in Arkansas when tifteen 
years of age; James D., who was accidentally 
killed by a pistol shot when twelve years old; 
Margaret E., who died at the age of eight; Will- 
iam, who is now twenty years of age and resides 
in Clay County: Mary T. (Moran); Elizabeth, who 
died when five months old; Robert Theo., who 
lives at home, and Stephen C. The latter owns a 
farm of 120 acres in Clay County, on which he 
has resided for the past fifteen years, and has fifty 
acres under cultivation, and devotes much of his 
time to raising cattle and hogs. 
of the Christian Church, a Mason, a member of 
the Agricultural Wheel, and in his political views 
is a Democrat, having been elected on this ticket to 
the office of justice of the peace, on the 3d of Sep- 
tember, 1888. He has also been constable of ‘the 





same district a number of terms. April 10, iSS7, 
he married Miss Alice Dennison, a native of Ar- 
kansas. 

J. T. Miller is a substantial farmer of Clay 
County, who has become well known for his hon- 
esty, energy and intelligence. His birth occurred 
in Hardin County, Tenn.. in September, 1844. his 
parents, James and Jane (Black) Miller, being also 
natives of that State. In 1850 they emigrated to 
what is now Clay County, Ark., coming through 
in wagons, and located on the Little Black River, 
and here the father died in the fall of 1866, his 
wife’s death occurring in Tennessee. They were 
the parents of two children, John T. being the only 
one now living. He grew to manhood on a farm. 
and received stich education as could be obtained 
In 1882 he purchased the farm 
where he now lives, consisting of 160 aeres, about 
seventy of which are under cultivation. He has 
made a great many improvements since locating. 


and devotes the most of his land to corn 


in private schools. 


and 


cotton, but also gives much attention to stock 


He is a member | 


raising, being extensively engaged in this business 
at times. He is intelligent and enterprising, and 
is counted one of the influential and prosperous 
farmers of his locality. He was married, in 158654, 
to Miss Amanda Mulhullen, who bore him three 
children: Pauline I., Lewis A. and Vandella, who 
is deceased. In 1877 Mr. Miller wedded Miss 
Sarah M. Mulhullen, and by her is the father of 
six children, five of whom are living: Lucey I. 
(deceased), John R., Leoter, Rosa. M., Gertie C. 
and Thomas J. Mrs. Miller is a member in good 
standing of the Christian Church. 

Harvey W. Moore. 
numerous attorneys of Clay County may be men- 
tioned Mr. Moore, who was born in Fulton Coun- 
ty, Ind., May 27, 1864, his parents being Milton 
M. and Mary A. J. (Stone) Moore, natives, respect- 
ively, of Indiana and Ohio. They were married 
in Montgomery County, Ind, in 1855, and in 
1863 located in Fulton County, where they made 
their home until ISSl. removing in January, of 
that year, to Randolph County, and in the fall of 
For five 


Among the prominent and 


the same year to Clay County, Ark. 


years young Moore was here engaged with his 
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father in changing a dense forest into a farm, and 
during this time all of his spare moments were 
spent in the study of those branches that were re- 
quired to be taught in the common schools. After 
having taught school snecessfully he entered the 
Corning high school, where he took a course in the 
higher branches of study, commencing the study 
of law in February, 1888, with F. G. Taylor, the 
leading attorney of Clay County, and after reading 
until August, 1888, he was admitted to the Clay 
County bar. He located in Greenway, in the fall 
of 1888, where he has since been actively engaged 
in the practice of his profession and is doing well, 
giving fair promise of becoming one of the lead- 
ing lawyers of Northeast Arkansas. He is well 
versed on all of the general topics of the day, is a 
hard student, and is a young man of exemplary 
habits and character. 

John H. Mowls, Jr., a farmer of Clay County, 
Ark., was* born in Roanoke County. Va., March 
29, 1853, and is a son of Henry and Polly Mowls, 
the former of Scotch-Irish and the latter of Dutch- 


English ancestry. The father was a colonel in the 


Confederate army during the Rebellion, and acted | 


as recruiting officer, and throughout life has fol- 
lowed the occupations of farming, distilling, mer- 
chandising and mechanics, he and wife being now 
residents of California. John H. Mowls began 
fighting the battle of life for himself at the age of 
eighteen years, working as a teamster at the Can- 
nelton Coal Mines of West Virginia for one year, 
after which he moved to Portsmouth, Ohio, where 
he was engaged in engineering a tug-boat. He 
next moved to St. Louis, thence to Kansas City, 
and from there to Topeka, where he joined a trad- 
ing expedition, being thus connected for eighteen 
months. The following two years he spent as ¢ 
cow-boy at Galveston, Tex., and then returned to 
St. Louis and made three trips on the Mississippi 
He 


next operated a shingle-yard and farmed in Missis. 


River as engineer on the tow-boat ** Elliott.” 


sippi, spending one year at each occupation, but 
was inundated by the great overflow of 1873, 
which compelled him to move. He went first to 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., then to Union County, IL, 


and was engaged in farming four years. He was 





married there on the 13th of February, 1876, to 
Miss M. A., a daughter of Daniel and Ann Cook, 
natives of North Carolina and Australia, respect- 
ively. On the 10th of August, 1877, Mr. Mowls 
left Illinois and located in Nevada City, Mo., 
where he worked as a painter and mechanic until 
February 27, 1878, when his wife died, leaving 
him with an infant only two months old to rear. 
He took the child to his mother, who cared for it 
until its death at the age of six mouths. Mr. 
Mowis next went to Chicago, and from there to 
Waterloo, Il]., where he was occupied in engineer- 
ing three months. He next began railroading, con- 
tinuing this three years. 
ond marriage were celebrated on the 25th of De- 
cember, 1879, his wife’s maiden name being Miss 
Emma A. Griffith, of Union County, Il., a 
daughter of W. T. and Jane Griffith, who are 
natives, respectively, of Kentucky and Illinois. In 
1880 Mr. Mowls removed to Butler County, Mo., 
and in 1881 came to Clay County, Ark., and is 
the owner of a saw, grist and cotton-mill in Kil- 


The nuptials of his see- 


gore Township. He has been engaged in man- 
aging various mills ever since removing to Mis- 
souri in 1880, and has also been interested in 
farming some of the time, and is at present fol- 
lowing this occupation, his principal crops being 
cotton and corn. He is a Mason, 
the Agricultural Wheel, is independent in politics, 
and he and wife are members of the Missionary 
Baptist Church. The following are their children: 
Elmer R., born February 11, 1882; Lily M., born 
February 3, 1887, and Joseph J., born July 13, 
1887. 
subscription schools, and expects to give his chil- 


a member of 


Mr. Mowls was educated in the common 


dren good educational advantages. 

J. M. Myers, mayor of St. Francis, and one of 
the most enterprising men of the town, was born 
in Upper Sandusky, Ohio, and is the son of Mich- 
ael Myers, who came with his father from Penn- 
sylvania, settling in Ohio, and was there married 
to Miss Susan McClane, a native of Ohio. J. M. 
Myers remained in Sandusky until 1886, when he 
came to St. Francis, where he engaged in the lum- 
ber business and has continued this calling since. 
He is the owner of 380 acres of land in his na- 
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tive State, and 8,000 acres of timber and eval 
land in Morgan County, Ky. After arriving in 
Clay County, Ark., Mr. Myers joined the firm of 
Juvenall, Myers & Co., operating Mr. Rosen- 
grant’s mill. Afterward in company with W. S. 
Bryon, of St. Louis, he built a mill and opened 
under the firm name of J. M. Myers & Co. This 
he still continues and has now completed one of 
the largest and best equipped mills in the county 
or State. When the town of St. Francis was or- 
ganized in 1888 Mr. Myers was elected to the 
office of mayor to fill the interim until the first mu- 
nicipal election, when he was re-elected, and is now 
holding that position to the entire satisfaction of 
all concerned. He has built, in addition to the 
two mills, the finest residence in the county.  Al- 
though not a member of any church he has assisted 
materially in the building of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, to which he contributed very 
liberally. He was married in Ohio to Miss Ella 
Bair, who came from Pennsylvania with her pa- 
rents, Jacob and Amy (Uber) Bair, a number of 
years ago. To Mr. and Mrs. Myers have been 
born five children: Edith Floy, Sadie Grace, Gail 
Roena, Grover C. and an infant unnamed. Mr. 
Myers is a Democrat in politics. 

Bertrand Nicolas, farmer and stockman of Clay 
County, Ark., was born in France in 1844. being 
the second of a family of eight children born to Ber- 
trand and Catherine (Johnson) Nicolas, who were 
also born in France and came to the United States 
in 1847, landing at New Orleans, and afterward set- 
tling at St. Louis, Mo., where the father engaged 
in weaving. In 1858 they moved to the country 
about twelve miles from the city, where they lived 
ten years, and afterward located about six miles 
north of Kirkwood, where both parents died. 
Bertrand Nicolas, whose name heads this sketch, 
was reared to a farm life and attended the schools 
of St. Louis, receiving a good education. At the 
age of twenty-eight years he began working for 
himself, and was married at the age of thirty-two 
to Miss Rebecca Towe, a native of Missouri, by 
whom he became the father of two children, and 
at the birth of the second child Mrs. Nicolas died. 
George, the elder, is attending school in St. 


Louis. 


In 1884 Mr. Nie- 


olas married his second wife, whose maiden name 


Katie died in infancy. 


was Miss Julia Mercille, a native of Missouri. 
After his second marriage he remained in Missouri 
one year, and then came to Arkansas in the spring 
of 1885, settling near Peach Orchard, and at the 
end of two years located upon his present farm, 
where he is now tilling an excellent tract of fifty 
acres. 

Dr. J. Marshall Orr, physician and surgeon of 
Greenway, Ark., is a native of Lee County, Miss., 
where he was born on the 5th of August, 1S61. 
He was reared to manhood here, and received 
a good English education, at the age of eight. 
een years, commencing the study of medicine un- 
der his father, Dr. Harvey C. Orr, and took his 
first course of lectures in the University of Louis- 
ville, Ky., in the winter of 1882-83. After fin- 
ishing his course, he returned to Mississippi, and 
practiced his profession with his father one year, 
when he located in the county and began practicing 
on his own responsibility, continuing there up to 
February, 1886. 
lectures in the Hespital College of Medicine, at 
Louisville, Ky., and graduated June 17, 1SS6. 


He then took another course of 


After completing his course, he located at Green- 
way, Ark., and has built up a large and paying 
practice, which is increasing steadily and profitably. 
His father was born in the ‘* Palmetto State,’’ and, 
after receiving his education and residing there 
until reaching manhood, he went to Mississippi, 
where he met and wedded Miss Mary E. Weath- 
Dr: 
Orr became settled in Lee County of that State. 
where he has practiced for over thirty years, and 
is still successfully following his calling. 

W. R. Paty, of Corning, Ark., was born in Hun- 
phreys County, Tenn., August 2S, 1849, his parents 
being Matthew and Priscilla Roberts, of Tennessee. 


erall, who was born and reared in Mississippi 


The former’s birth occurred about 1814, and in 
1838 he was married to one Miss Hendrix. They had 
three children born to them, of whom two are yet 
The wife died in 1848, and in IS47 he was 
married to Miss Priscilla Roberts. 


living. 
They had nine 
children, of whom W. R. Paty is the only living 


member. Matthew Paty was a land holder in his 
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native State. 
Ripley County, Mo., where he bought a tract of 
land, consisting of 120 acres, on which he resided 


three years, and then moved to Butler County, of , 


the same State, where he mace his home until his 
death, on the 15th of February, 1865. He was a 
Democrat in his political views, and he and wife 
were members of the Methodist Church. In the 
spring of 1867 the widow, with seven children, 


moved to Randolph County, Ark., and by the | 


10th of May, 1854, they all had died, except 
W. R. Paty. On the 30th of November, 1873, he 
was married to Miss Caroline Watson, of Clay 
County, a daughter of Rey. Peter Watson. 
had five children born to them, all of whom died 
in their infancy. 
1883. 
R. Paty was married to Mrs. Ruth A. Alexander, 
a uative of Tennessee. She was a widow with one 
child. Mr. Paty now owns a farm, and lives on 
the same, ten miles west of Corning, in Clay Coun- 
ty, Ark., where he intends to remain the rest of 


his days. He received very little education in his 


youth, just learning the forms of the letters, but | 


by self application he has made rapid strides in 
the acquirement of knowledge and acquaintance 
with current events. He is independent in his 
political views, and has seryed as school director 
and road overseer. He is a member of the Agri- 
cultural Wheel. 


Boswell B. Payne, Sr., retired farmer; is a 


native of Rutherford County, Tenn., born Febru- | 


ary 1, 1815, and is a son of James and Permelia 
Ann (Hitchcock) Payne, born in North Carolina and 
Treland, respectively, though they were reared, mar- 
ried, and resided in Tennessee, and died in that 
State about 1827 and 1828, respectively. Boswell 
B. Payne grew to manhood in Madison County, 
Tenn., and was married in Dyer County, March 
4, 1836, to Miss Nancy Nettle, a daughter of 
Jesse Catherine (Derosett) Nettle. Mrs. 
Payne was born in Franklin County, Tenn., July 
30, 1817, and she and Mr. Payne reared a family 
of nine children, all of whom are married and the 


and 


parents of families. They have forty-seven grand- 


children and about eight great-grandchildren. 


In the spring of 1858 he moved to | 


They , 


Caroline Paty died October 12, | 
On the 14th of September, 1854, W. — 


After their marriage they farmed in Tennessee for 
seven years, then moving to Poinsett County, Ark., 
in 1843, where they were engaged in farming for 
thence to what is now 
locating near Greenway 
He built a good 


about four years, coming 
Clay County, and in 1847 
on the farm which he now owns. 
double log house, cleared a farm of sixty-five acres, 
and reared his family. He was a great hunter in’ 
his day, and has killed many bear, elk, deer, and 
a great amount of small game. He and wife are 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church. 

John H. Payne. The genealogy of this family 
can be traced directly back to two brothers who, 
on coming to America, settled on James River, Va., 
and were among the early colonisis. This family 
is among the old and much respected ones of the 
country. J. H. Payne was born in Greene County 
(now known as Clay County), Ark., April 20, 1850, 
and is the son of B. B. and Nancy (Nettle) Payne, 
and grandson of James Payne and wife, nee 
Hitchcock, the latter being of Irish extraction. In 
1844 B. B. Payne came to Clay County, Ark., with 
his wife and family consisting then of three chil- 
dren, and is now living one and a half mile from 
Greenway. There were nine children in the 
family, five daughters and four sons, al! now mar- 
ried, and six of whom were born after their parents 
came to Arkansas. There are seventy-five descend- 
ants to this family in children, grandchildren and 


| great-grandchildren, living at the present time. 


Jesse Nettle, the maternal grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was of Welsh descent, and his 
wife, Polly (Derosett) Nettle, was of French ex- 
traction. J. H. Payne, one of the rising young 
men of the county, has filled the office of magis 
trate for three consecutive terms, and in 1885 he 
was elected to the XXVth General Assembly of 
Arkansas. At the present time he is occupied in 
timber speculations, but previous to this he had 
made farming a specialty. He is a member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church, holding credentials as 
a preacher in the same, and at present is study- 
ing for the legal profession. He chose for his wife 
Miss Susan D. Nettle, a native of Clay County. 
Ark., and the daughter of William R. Neitle, of 


Tennessee. She died September 16, ISS8S8, and 
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left five children: J. H., Jr., Laura J., David L., | 
James C. and George. He is a Democrat and 
takes considerable interest in politics. He lives in 
Piggott, and practices in the inferior courts of the 
State. 

Thomas L. Pierce, M. D., one of the many emi- 
nent practitioners of Clay County, who has min- 
istered to the wants of the sick and afflicted of 
Clay County, Ark., isa native of Tennessee and | 
went with his father, John J. Pierce, to Illinois in | 
the spring of 1866. The father was a Union 
man in sentiment, but during the war he re- 
mained in Tennessee, and sided with neither the 
North nor South. After moving to Illinois he 
settled near Vienna, the county seat of Johnson 
County, where his son, Thomas L., grew to man- 
hood. The latter received a good practical edu- 
cation in the schools of Johnson County, and in 
1878, when twenty-two years of age, entered the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, 
Jowa. | Previous to this he had studied in the 
otfice with Dr. T. L. Grissom, of Samoth, Il., and — 
after returning from Keokuk he commenced prac- — 
ticing with Dr. J. H. Norris, of Metropolis City, 
Ill. After remaining there one year he came to 
Boydsville, Ark., where he opened an office in 
1879, and has been engaged in the practice of his | 
profession ever since. Aside from the large prac- 
tice that the Doctor has, he also finds time to pay 
some attention to his farms lying in the neigh- 
borhood. He was united in marriage, in 1880, to 
Miss Berlinda Betts, daughter of John H. and 
Martha (Ford) Betts, of Dunklin County, Mo., 
and the result of this union has been the birth of 
five children: Norris, Lilhe Myrtle, John Edgar, 
Martha Lena (died at twenty-two months old) and 
Roy Dwight. In his political views Dr. Pierce 
affiliates with the Republican party. 

Willis W. Pollard, druggist of Piggott, Ark., 
was born in Union County, Ill., in March, 1852, 
being the son of John and Nellie (Leight) Pol- 
lard, who were also of Illinois nativity. In 1854 
they moved to what is now Clay County, Ark.. 
where the father died in 1861, after which Willis 
W. Pollard moved back to Hlinois with his mother, 


and there made his home until 1883. He was in 


_ farm. 


the family grocery business for two years prior to 
coming to Arkansas, and after removing to this 
State first engaged in the merchandise trade, 


' and has been one of the prominent business men 


of the place. In July, 1884, he was appointed 


. station agent for the railroad at Piggott, which 


position he is filling at the present time, being the 
first and only agent at this point. The firm of 
W. W. Pollard & Co., druggists, has just been 
organized, and they carry a well selected stock of 
drugs, medicines, paints, oils, cigars and tobacco. 
Mr. Pollard has been married twice; first, in Ili- 
nois in September, 1873, to Mary Casper, a native 
of Union County, Ill., who died there in December, 
1876, having borne three children: Martha L., 
C. Otto, and an infant, deceased. In 1877 Mr. 


, Pollard married his present wife, whose maiden 


name was Amelia Beaver, who was born, reared 
and married in Union County, Ill., and by her be- 
came the father of five children; Charles W. be- 
ing the only one living, four dying in infancy. 
Mr. Pollard is an elder in the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church, of which his wife is also a mem- 
ber, and he has filled all the chairs in the I. O. O. 
F,, and is the present District Deputy Grand 
Master. 

Dr. Henry C. Redwine, physician at Vidette, 
Ark., was born in Graves County, Ky., June 
15, 1854, and isa son of Jacob and Mary Redwine, 


' the former a native of North Carolina, the latter 


of Tennessee. They moved to Graves County 
while young, and are still residing there on a 
Henry C. remained on the farm until his 
seventeenth year, when he began teaching in the 


public schools of his native State, and continued 


_ this occupation for seven years, being engaged ia 


the study of medicine in connection with his teach- 


_ ing, the last two years of his pedagoguism. In 


1878 he entered Keokuk (Iowa) Medical College, 
from which he came to Randolph County, Ark., 
where he remained until Mareh 1, 18S0, then re- 
moving to Clay County, Ark., and locating within 
In [ss4 
he bought his present property, and in 1S88 be- 


about two miles of where be now resides. 


came engaged in general mercantile business. In 
September, 1888, a postoflice was established in 



































































=i 7 sand Died & 7 a : yy a 


A. * — 4 J “T ‘ x 7 eos 


- : . - AS aes, 


| deepuAAh BO orem 


} 
Y oe. | 
| yoni ol deiplenl (idee ap [iturin oh) «ie pve ae has ls | A, ssp ha 





uly a ane ' wajin | enero) celboee | Das fereouiet, oat oe | og con D ‘has. bei 
ify von oils of Gevgniie’ dew aieiee ys civ LiL © Aaah lo Wh Poerieret alt levabieao’ ax 
iene Sulpel) Wwe aay hi io ghd) ant A APSE atiade Tire oe Ou wi pu eaten bret ARG ve 
Lilie iA eh i DAL” 7 nl | Sania ail} to i a8 


iy Or \ oe froottuer Ar WOL Ideus uaftive ina yaad Bal Ane, If prot. wd autor oe 
| om) Jnosany. ot) te gull2 a aif anita © iii ancl oka, yao yal iy emeaahcse4 int: 


e 


‘init Ball iatoey RIE ty Ptoye elite ‘Lain ag’ do, hatoiipe fara diole oh all conw oot of boxepat 
vo Ji cal) sieiayial nO % fant TU faces tobmonen ets tee es a! aah vondd ; 
ti Want Coin int Hea an prin y why Tun paxinpem:) of wowillt ei oer a ay wei tank aul diy : 
pele don eiuiy 240 hye Wolhaut ath qo: anew, Seder oT ORL to ya 
(tT ai. dealt eoiwy Relavaw. need) pail saab all gt AO Si ec hel inoeitinee 


wip a ytd nui vache peed relied gins: tf) ain ay seated lie brates bus om goasantre'T al 
ninhiePenL ni oeds bath ode... -Mhtre) notes to. oll Hon: of -yaevOt te! oe sage som ste 


( adie snerhinds wrath Gail squirted: 7! coals fo..duae vyavoy sll aguted waa & he 


aif Te2l Al  ‘beegeshl dagital am bite 000 cual ot weet ih aera, ee eal wre yr 
hte 4S hi voli demeony aad hurd Puitod  inbe ipotionny hoo 4 havivos’s - ‘padtal ae § 
| - Teaey Sead ager adver vivinellyiigmk ene eco att iat ree niganbols to eloodoe oult 
| yh call qd 5 ET, ois ae Re betes Dus od) baile jeg Ry, Wide, OPE xiaowt asd 


af oH woliad’d sansblido a7 a (tat wilt outs ar thow zl, te enoa_we tes aasioial'l to 
ree uk: iv gate had Sd) gett alt att ivyiboneds Fadl sai wid Ot ano vert 
4 A 


AEE i oe 

| aay Tusalooeluiu)  aildiy Bly cia baiiiol “If - hos ATE bein Les aT) weit st Tf Li 
symtst Wi ms Ain ent detroit etal! -SaKe fad Perna, ad didooal gear goin 
1 4 Yadiet aiddh ads My bolita sd bs acl ais) piingaie! ty (hy at ch oht i 
7 pps Angall i] difesny ext at bew ..2 . of grt) ont mgt anu evasniht Qiiainmes 1 
votanll at 6obiton a Bemaqea: ot erde , wtk - ; 
| Pin walotezia aaiwhet D yu: «7 eidtu seOR Reet Gt Troggs co rd eed B 
| ) aged At of Ved. ave at psael aby abiak .suci tav4, 

7, ‘1 ohh hae de 1 to os BS Fite bod | ic ! Led oF oust abril oul ad apel soto] od 


| sabigh wilt nptlorg’s fino Ay orient & 1gertol odt fgivo sit at poiy! oneset sid Of qoitaatts 


ee ai bisveinn ie UT jssezanasl 1 ob eI be parr is bation. sew oH. 
oo wryslt ual bide fides Sau Furnes io elie « bee. He bled Be teielyrah aktoll shut! 
r Huon aap’ at oo Lentagen Salt wisi odie vtave’d niaantl io esto igh 
ly a eolonal navel Sa agile. jamed. Iabeinerse \ ditid! odt wood aad win. sede to ioe 9 


mudiincy buy the apgal’ etd te ehootled oiling  «gahih stot glrilh sili wimot 308 
laut waist! Aney, NAVA WH vonage at bis (bio aptiaces owdiedwt on oil) sutol, a Bt 
jon aid abtiw, aoiosado mil suisifiem To bade ed? ott 4 -2yroin Inoidifog eid al ity 


al. wowtgousbeq gid lo sey We teal oil} gai oe aig | ugotldancyoSl od dita 4 
meth fa: that (syn) Atoll fiersig gil eel ai , A Atoa gel te Beigaih Bulle | 
ee av 


| alk oot’? dalahnnt ot oes at daithy afro SGer alowdtt of, ANT .y, hited. ola: ai a Od 
‘wy rods ABT T fous. Vidar Hantameited ciate Lat (idyisly Wille, bos og 1 ay vild 9 £ 
| gidtive ankuyol fire \sGuk added yale viaelrom = ich eee sotiedma <igailTt di ond 
- | peel ul | aebleonwbtied wari 16 cilia Gas dls. chnk pre Troe AD: Wout 





ot AB2T ow? fine eng” ies ‘Tia sigacl sii “at Hotta eile LOGE a4 fil social 
éotny ze Feige eo 2 ad (wren £ 


al aint bese wa ghee pt ly 
1 Wallasey pine Sotidtaag: Plait 















| 


wr ——— 


~ — 















IRR R art ACRE Repettnge 


ASSAM E SERRE Oe rete BPO de 


OR de BRIER OL 


rv 


no Sires water =: 


~~ 


FRED EIR HO Remit epee ip st 





; 
i 
§ 


y 














CLAY COUNTY. 239 


his store, the place taking the name of Vidette, | Wheel, and his wife is a member of the Baptist 
and he was appointed postmaster. He has avery Church. 
extensive practive, and is also meeting with good The Rouse Springs Sanitarium, so intimately 
success in the mercantile business. connected with the affairs of Clay County, is of 
Isaac Reed, a blacksmith and wagon maker at | such importance to the interests of this portion of 
Corning, Ark., is a native of Lee County, Va., | the State, that no worthy history of the community 
where he was born on the 12th of March, 1843, his | could fail to make mention of it, or of its worthy 
parents, George and Mary (Grahill) Reed, being and well-known owner, Dr. James Rouse. The 
born in West Virginia. In 1549 they emigrated to experiences through which he has passed, the 
Kentucky, locating in Pulaski County, where the honors conferred upon him by rich and poor alike, 
mother died ten years later. Here the father re- the success which has attended his efforts almost 
sided, engaged in farming, until 1865, when he without exception, proclaim him a man worthy of 
emigrated to Washington County, Ark., and there more than ordinary notice, so that a sketch of his 
still makes his home. Of the eight children born eventful life cannot but be of interest to the many 
to himself and wife, five are living: Isaac, Jane, | readers of this volume. Dr. Rouse comes from a 
Mary, Margaret and Nancy E. Isaac Reed was noble ancestry, having descended from Rouse who 
reared principally in Kentucky, and in that State was lord of admiralty during Cromwell's govern- 
received the most of his education. Whenthe war ment. The Doctor’s great-grandfather commanded 
broke out, he enlisted, on the 24th of July, in | an English ship in the wars between Spain, 
Company K, Third Kentucky Infantry, and served | France and England prior to the American Revolu- 
three years and four months, being in the battles | tion. His grandfather and three brothers served 
of Stone River. Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, | in the Revolutionary War in the army of Washing- 
Buzzard Roost, Pumpkin Vine, Resaca, Kenesaw _ ton, one of the brothers falling at Yorktown while 
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Siege of Atlanta and | besieging that place. One of the brothers rose to 
Jonesboro. He was mustered out of service and bea general, and settled at Rouse’s Point, N. Y. 
discharged October 14, 1864, at Louisville, Ky., Dr. Rouse’s father, James Rouse, served in the 
after which he returned home and remained one War of 1812 under Gen. Brown, and rose to a cap- 
month, then went to Lexington and was engaged  tainey. He married Miss Helen Temple, of Aber- 
in driving a post team for the Government. There deen, who descended by both her parents from the 
was a train of 300 wagons made up to go to Mex- house of Stuarts, her uncle being earl of Aberdeen. 
ico, but on reaching Louisville, all the men were Dr. Rouse, who is now sixty-seven vears of age, 
discharged. He then returned home and was en- | was born in Canada while his parents were there 
gaged in farming until 1869, when he went to on business, but was taken back to Virginia when 
Clark County, Ind., and engaged in blacksmithing | only a few weeks old. He was sent to school in 
and farming, remaining ten years,at which time he Northern Ohio, and also attended schools in Penn- 
removed to Jefferson County, Mo. In 1880 he | sylvania and New York, studying medicine under 
came to Corning, Ark.. and has since been follow- | Dr. Dustan, a French physician, and Dr. Johns, an 
ing his present business, in which he is meeting English physician. The Doctor, although a Vir- 
with good success. He does all kinds of repairing | ginian, is cosmopolitan in sentiment. He was a 
and his work is always well performed. He owns | young man at the breaking out of the Mexican 
several lots in the town and anice home. In 1865 War, but saw active service in that conflict, his re- 
he was married to Miss Nancy L. Brown, a native turn being through the locality which thirty-five 
of Kentucky, who bore him ten children, six now | years hence was to claim him as a resident. It 
living: Naney A., William A. and Isaac M. (twins), was then that he discovered the rare curative 
George W. and Henry C. (twins) and Charles qualities of the springs now bearing his name. 
Ff. Mr. Reed is a member of the Agricultural The beginning of his extensive travels had been 
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made. Edinburgh College, of Scotland, had given 


him a diploma as a graduate, and being already 
possessed of an excellent knowledge of tbe science 
of medicine, he has since added to his learning by 
contact with different nations of the world, and by 
observing closely the diversified methods employed 
by various people. 
has proved of incalculable benefit. While occupied 
at one time in three years of travel in Europe and 


The experience thus gained 


Asia, he was called upon to perform an intricate 
and delicate operation upon one of Queen Victoria's 
army officers, for which he was knighted. Two 
years were spent in South America, and while 
there also the success attending his efforts in sav- 
ing the life of the daughter of the emperor of 
Brazil, and restoring her to health, was rewarded 
by a gift (in addition to a magnificent fee) of a solid 
gold inkstand, weighing three pounds and three 
ounces, inlaid with fine rubies, each valued at over 
$200. 
ber of diamonds and other precious stones received 
from grateful potentates, who had been the bene- 
ficiaries of his ability. 
scenes time passed rapidly, and before conscious 
of it the Doctor had passed the three-score mile- 
stone, and was almost broken in health. The ad- 
vent of the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Rail- 
road, through this locality in 1882 caused him 
to turn his attention in this direction, and in 
1883 he settled here, and by personal experience 
determined the effects of the mineral waters so 
bountifully provided by nature. 


Besides this Dr. Rouse possesses a num- 


Amid constantly changing 


An analysis made 
by the Washington University, of St. Louis, indi- 
cates the presence of silica, iron, magnesium, 
iodine, potassium, sodium and manganese, ingre- 
dients sufficient to have wrought within the past 
One of the 
most noteworthy was the case of Joseph Coch- 
ran, son of J. Henry Cochran, banker of Will- 
iamsport, Penn., whose condition had baftled the 


six years some wonderful cures. 


skill of physicians of wide reputation for some six 
months. An abscess forming internally had burst 
into the cavity of the bowels, discharging and 
emptying large quantities of pus into the cavity of 
From 
an incision ten inches in length through the ab- 


the abdominal and peritoneal membrane. 


_more fragrant than those of Persia. 


dominal wall there was removed the matter dis- 
charged into the peritoneal cavity from an ab- 
scess in cecum. The case was most critical as the 
constant discharge needed frequent cleansing, and 
any little exercise caused the bowels to protrude 
some six or eight inches. Hope had almost been 
abandoned when Dr. Rouse undertook the treat- 
ment. There were besides now two holes in cecum, 
one three-quarters of an inch and the other half 
an inch in diameter, from which feces were con- 
stantly discharged. By patient, untiring atten- 
tion and the help of his good wife, with the aid of 
instruments constructed for this particular case, 
the young man was restored to sound health 
within three months, the medicinal properties of 
The 
father, without considering the usual formality of 
a bill, presented the Doctor with a check for 
$5,000. The Sanitarium is beautifully situated on 
an eminence overlooking the track of the ** Cotton 
Belt’ Route. 
and curious specimens, viz.: fossils, shells, min- 


the water used aiding greatly in this result. 


In it are contained many interesting 


erals, etc., evidences of Dr. Rouse’s taste as a 
geologist and paleontologist: one of these is a 
piece of rich quartz, containing S700 worth of gold. 
He owns over 700 acres of land in the county, his 
home place containing some 2,000 peach and 200 
apple trees, and a garden surpassed by none in 
this portion of the State. One variety of grape is 
produced from a vine the original of which he 
brought from Riga, Russia; other small fruit of 
Canadian origin grow profusely. It only needs a 
visit to his wine cellar to demonstrate his ability to 
preserve fruit after raising it, last year’s crop pro- 
ducing over 31,000 of wine. With opportunities 
for gathering berries from the verge of eternal 
snow to the tropics, and fruit from every clime, 
he claims that there is no country like Arkansas 
capable of producing such a variety of highly tlay- 
ored and useful fruits, while the roses here are 
He already 
has one of the largest farm residences in the county, 
to which an addition will be built sutticient to ac- 
commodate tifty patients by the fall of 1SS9. In 


addition to his duties about the Sanitarium the 


Doctor is surgeon for the railroad, and also has a 








ie = 
a <= — a =e 
| — 
i ; 
5 
hb -witew sdf bevoumr enw iroedt Tow leaiaion 
With k devo Liveessced teat] ahd «stu jena rnils 
: rite decin cite oan ed ators egos 
Lit ul teh Felouteise Ladrtiny tey Os fa ita iene 
vvRleriey ‘ live? dd (iS 4Had ro MSR ees | Tih 
eid Yedahe bed Gea pylOure dri TO Ai CIO 
, i ST TLerL | ia i vl i bi CrwsD iele 
j prayer isl Ps dire 
te ay ined AN 
! Pepi eyo aeieadten f ybeniya hi 
1 ij it i ‘ errs eae | Sten iti 19 
- nh IH fe ful 4 4 i ae i } 
were dele) toy() att) wl boloaisteiy > ehiruinissiest 
| stint ih Ligtnieut 48@r Ua eon eat 
| Ty saat A | Bi tad b if ae atlganystt tay uli 8d ehe v# 
ea Wi Lals Med aon Thue yy “pl his has ‘vata’ rid 
ilwtriel faded sal) yoliad helio jicute 7, 4% i 
n8 chide « @tra sotuotl alt dates ids 
bor tredia vila (easy aes ail pt) ie 
he! pat to aot UY sii hOGhraye Aout 
j rth, a oT) Mahe cat iouiaiiopem hut Hires * sfukl 
cnioty.elloite jaliesol - sor Vanorinatye aioli He 
| r oh. yf ctmpsiayt it} ty Sryey Ly tide PhD o74.,2) 04 
2) meus De uo Op lAG Faas fejeniows 
4 ling In Grow (IVS wun stp Site pyr x tio o8oid 
- (oo, on «a Pita 76 Liviu Oy 1a7G ei AO 4H 
} i a ; HOE eyite mrriyttdanos: bostley fearvoed 
i deere alla a desis ols 
wrote to Viewes aO .edede eid tosiestiog ail) 
' lw to leniarte | wdty a Wen han bora 
i wit dies tedto hyleaidl cage mort mgood - 
vo | tiéantol@arusg spite. nethstisO 
‘idn etd’ otk ieucuieh A) agiion Bape cet od ety 
ay p yay dent 4 Borgaensotdh Mit) arise] 
inne ed: 7 any 1010.12 SOTO Sets oapsy 
lure My apie? «i aon aorta apimiiieg 10) 
~ wile 2899 wrt) ‘un? bap. eatqetd ei of wore 
suet A atil ystarias On 4iotadd taut zinislo. od 


volt yidaid Yorgdher 4 nue ndtonhorg Yo aldagns 


iw wh ees) 

| hava a > aevef te wail anit: tipo | ANS 
«fom qu writ ugh eoelyhiee yt ulti teestgral: 8d 20 ry seal 

> pranetiitta dared ort Tilw Nt be ia aloj lyr os 

ak AH Io tin bit Hel okies oa ath Pontuiun 

ould, aon edie, oul eri 

» wetoats bos Doth 


mr) 
oadgs 


é 





- b; 
—————— nN 
y 7 re 


| nSNOL9E aif Terabe tyewa 


erewrt ALY OATIEY ar dei) Ua Prien fats asa 







frosts hha 

















































a ‘tail dyaptione Ay oglid ) dyn 
aid, Lars” att is Bo 4M: 
nity AM 
at gona Hibod falda wnt aod “ot 90 
“Oo Lit Siren net 1) a\tentow Jnotstih ditw # 
ia ae eho denis fie Vieerrenady owl cdendla onl 
bietiy ote opeany au ‘: 
bai pertser cal 1h if 4ite Lew to be ong 
hac Sy ournd veda tt Se. aimee. wend si acnikd & 
Singin, arabs 49 44 mahyy, 
aioe tetanus non nolirisge ote 
ove'L.” ivetaleg ail: “ivy wil doult ‘sol, ae 
Vidor Dit parrmk: digest) wi Sega hie 
V8 ait a) tom ait gnifinats SRQUMea Salut Oe 
te oni ait. Lar sop gin mht to, old 
rete EAE HEPF iba kvenst os tod quanoiest 
loan Rete (oat lak! iia rs ma 2 yw rend 
sinus Jett eemaOy ered) qae idgiow basi 
jh ofikay, ee. aretha weit, Ltn bist . 
=f hk ait aubie 
hovioget sane Sues vr anda bis ale 
aja deel peek out e 2adndinotoy Terie fi 
aiienads ebiaRiane ie Wit. pti lint il to ai i 
gitagoetiod ote tyres ylbiviiea Rs ‘peat 
th. arid alt dios fis baajrd d vodeoul, 
Aibnas ‘ts aadend 4 Pavitip 2a bas 
spol 38 off to 
wtrhe dyer 


PAD tae 


2 HLS) baidrrapare ene E 
oul hiclw 


it ven belles. 


i 3 


ite messcolan ibe anal 


ofl au! 
Sin itl 
usil spas Gh aeenads ah 


fi Dogs ge tence! 


ny 


ab pos, peoeiortly, will ob poteatips aigk 
anneiy «prs LabOs] , yey yaw boitiee 91 


argh. Puan mit 40 sanalies od 
eT oesis lean elias Bh nctaa yd hohinong us 
qe 0 ‘Givaerte id J the oye 
{7H Gr WADE & 
gt Bik: Meee: sai bats snes hoch a 
dang ‘edi pid tie gue évad of toate 
at” To, opt» eeu” byTrebwow {onetOie, 
Yad qaeGl dor anny adt enw ydit 
AG! to sedgad jaurdsoD ya: ot % Yo. 
edd. fia tfiwed domed nawdiE in) awed w: 
‘win outus aot ‘aottetange? obit Io. « aly 
head hig yitarrrsdal saat? cogil Bye 
hive spritginaloeith, Plavianl sili Yo. (iheae ; 
Me (aeF RD oe cai ante ip Pear a my 


cha 


f i} 


Pa wel 


MPpopie Plies teers, at ie WO 














AIR cr eatH Reece aden $x 








pea 


~ 


sees << . : 
ck ee ent ee Sees ts 


a ae oe ee ene ee 


SEPERATE Say, ORR ens 


NRE 








CLAY COUNTY. 





| 
large practice in the surrounding country. He is | 
of untiring energy, ceaseless activity and persever- 
ing industry, of lithe and sinewy form, erect and 
of commanding presence, his hair tinged with gray 
indicating a dignified age. He has been three times 
married, his first wife bearing two children; by his 
second wife he had six, three now living. His first 
wife’s children are both married: the eldest, Helen, 
to Mr. Edwin Lovitt. of Liberty, Me.; the second 
daughter to Mr. J. Henry Cochran, of Calais, Me., 
now of Williamsport, Penn. His second wife's 
children are also married: James W. Rouse, con- 
ductor on a railroad in Colorado; Lizzie, wife of 
Mr. Frank Miller, an electrician, of Philadelphia, 
Penn., and Eva Virginia, married to a Mr. Win- 
slow, of Maine. The present Mrs. Rouse was born 
in 1855, and has proved of invaluable benetit to her 
husband in the treatment of cases. Pleasing in 
disposition, an agreeable companion and a welcome 
visitor to the sick room, she has shared very largely 
in the respect and esteem accorded her husband. 
She is a lady of intelligence and worth, having 
graduated from the normal school of her native 
town, Fredericton, N. B., Canada. She is of Scotch 
descent, her grandfather having been professor in 
Edinburgh University. Her father, William An- 
derson, is the recipient of a valuable gold medal 
given him as the best school-teacher in the Domin- 
ion of Canada. Dr. Rouse is a member of Orient 
Lodge No. lo, A. F. & A. M., of Thomaston, Me. 

EK. N. Royall, a self made man and one who 
merits the respect and esteem of all by his industry 
and perseverance, is a native of Carroll County, 
West Tenn., born October 17, 1836, and a son of 
Joseph A. and Ollie (Steel) Royall, the latter a 
daughter of John Arnold, of Virginia. After reach- 
ing manhood, Mr. E. N. Royall engaged in mer- 
chandising in his native State, and was there mar- 
ried to Miss Frances ©. Ozier, daughter of Reuben 
Ozier, of Tennessee, formerly of North Carolina. 
Mr. and Mrs. Royail came to Clay County, Ark., in 
1869, settling on a farm about two miles north of 
Boydsville, on what is known as *‘ Big Creek,’” and 
a little later he was appointed assessor of the coun- 
ty, when it was first formed as Clayton County, and 


held this position two years. He was also the first 


sheriff here, serving a full term, and after two 
years was elected county and probate judge, in 
which office he remained four consecutive terms, 
or eight years. He has been agent for the St. Louis 
& Iron Mountain Railroad for the past ten years, 
and is still acting as such. He engaged in mer- 

handising with James Blackshare, with whom he 

continued for three years, and was then in the same 

business with W. S. Blackshare for some time. 

When first coming to Clay County, Ark., with his 

family he had about $500 in money and a horse. 

He is now the owner of some 1,500 acres of land 

and has some good property in the village of 
Boydsville. To his marriage has been born one 
son, B. L. Royall, who has been sent to Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., and is also a graduate of the Com- 
mercial College of Lexington, Ky., and is now 
clerking in the store of A. L. Blackshare, of Boyds- 
ville. Mr. Royall is a member of the Masonie fra- 
ternity, Boydsville Lodge No. 70, and is a Deio- 
crat in polities. 

James R. Scurlock, a successful and promi- 
nent merchant of Piggott, and the son of J. C. and 
Eliza (Davis) Seurlock, was born in Union County, 
Tll., February 27, 1863. J. C. Scurlock was a 
native of Illinois, where he grew to manhood and 
married Miss Davis, who was also a native of the 
same State. Mr. Scurlock was a prominent man 
of Union County, and held several local oftices. 
He died January 1, 1872. Mrs. Scurlock died 
December 25, 1879. James R. Seurloek attained 
his growth in Union County, Ill, receiving a lib. 
eral education, and remained in I1Jinois until grown. 
He came to Arkansas in November, 1885, located at 
Piggott,and bought a mercantile house and has con- 
tinued merchandising up to the present. He car- 
ries a stock of general merchandise, dry goods, 
hats, caps, queensware and glassware, and has built 
up a very good trade. In May, ISS, he formed 

a partnership and engaged also in the drug busi- 
ness. He was married in Illinois, Union County, 
July 19, 1SSS, to Miss Mary E. Lingle, a native 
of Union County, Ill., where she was reared and 





educated. She is a daughter of Moses Lingle, 
and a member of the Baptist Church. — [ 
Joseph F. Schneider, of the Arkansas Stave | 
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Works, was born in Clermont County, of the 
“Buckeye State,’’? June 20, 1857, his parents be- 
ing Adam and Anna (Weindle) Schneider, both 
of German nativity. Joseph F. Schneider re- 
mained with his father in his native county until 
twenty-one years of age, and in 1879 moved west to 
St. Louis, Mo., where he continued working at the 
cooper business for about six years. In 18S6 he 
came to Greenway, Ark., and engaged in the man- 
ufacture of staves and headings, and has been 
manager of an established business ever since. 
This enterprise gives employment to from fifteen 
to twenty men, and the establishment ships from 
eighty to 100 cars of stock annually. The Arkan- 
sas Stave Works pays, on an average, 31.000 per 
month, for help and material. Mr. Schneider was 
married in St. Louis, Mo., May 15, 1883, to Miss 
Anna Schmitz, who was born, reared and educated 
in St. Louis, and is the daughter of Jacob Schmitz, 


of Union City, Tenn. Mr. and Mrs. Schneider 
have two children: Cecelia and Clarence. He and 


wife are members of the Catholic Church. 
Dr. J. H. Seegraves, a prominent physician and 
leading citizen of Clay County, Ark., was born in 


_ Surry County, N. C., August 1, 1832, and is the 


son of Gilbra and Sarah (Wilson) Seegraves. Gil- 
bra Seegraves was born in Virginia in 1800, of 
Scotch-Irish descent, and was a brick-mason and 
farmer by occupation. He immigrated to Macon 
County, Tenn., in 1859, and was one of the pio- 
neers of that locality. 
kansas, settling in Clay County, and there died May 
27, 1887, in his seventy-seventh year. Sarah (Wil- 
son) Seegraves was born in Ashe County, N. C., 
and was reared and married in that State. The 
nine children born to this union are named as fol- 
lows: Louis, William, Maxwell, Samuel T., Henry, 
Gilbra, Sarah. Martha and John H. Mrs. See- 
graves died December 31, 1885. Dr. J. H. See- 
graves, the subject of this sketch, was principally 
reared in ‘Tennessee, and had good school advan- 
tages. Later he studied for three years under I. 
M. Livingston, M. D., of Lafayette, Tenn., and 
then practiced in partnership with him for four 
years. About this time the war broke, out, and he 
enlisted in the Federal army, as recruiting officer. 


In 1874 he removed to Ar- . 


OF ARKANSAS. 


There being vacancies to fill, he, among others, 
applied as assistant acting surgeon, of the United 
States army, which required a man to be a grad- 
uate of some reputable college. There were four 
who applied for the position, but three failed to 
pass. Dr. Seegraves claimed an examination, and 
passed with honor, and although not a graduate, 
was appointed to the place. 


as below: . 


His commission was 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT TENN., MEpIcAL DIReEcrT- 
OR’S OFFICE, NASHVILLE, TENN., September 2J, 1865. 
Special Order 33:—Surgeon Thaddeus Donahue, One 

Hundred and Tenth United States Cavalry Troops, in 

charge of Post Hospital, Gallatin, Tenn., will be relieved 

of that charge without delay by Acting Assistant Surgeon 

J. H. Seegraves, United States Army, and return to duty 

with his regiment. 

successor. 


He will turn over his property to his 
By order of the Medical Director. 
Joun E. McGuire, 
Assistant Surgeon, United States Volunteers. 
Following this Dr. Seegraves was ordered to 
repert the sale of property without reporting to 
superior officers, a new departure in military af- 
fairs. He then took charge of the hospital, after 
the abandonment of which he received orders to 
sell and turn over the proceeds, which was done, 
thus showing his standing. Below may be found 
his discharge from duty, and his standing: 
Property Diviston, SurGEON GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
WasHIncton, D. C.. May 1, 1866. 
Sir:--I am instructed by the Surgeon General to in- 
form you that your returns of public property belonging 
to the Medical and Hospital department of the Army, for 
a period commencing September 22, 1865, and ending De- 
cember 31, 1865, with vouchers thereto pertaining, have 
been examined in this office, and found to be correct, and 
finally settled. Relating to Gallatin, Tenn. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon, U.S. A. 
Dr. Seegraves served in the medical department 
from 1864 until April 10, 1866, participating in the 
battle of Nashville, and was honorably discharged 
at Louisville. He then located in Illinois, began 
the practice of his profession, and was offered the 
position of chief surgeon of the West, but declined. 
Later he settled in Clinton County, Ill., practiced 
six years, then came to Arkansas, and settled in 
Clay County, where he has since practiced his pro- 


fession. He is also engaged in the drug business, 
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CLAY COUNTY. 


and is the local surgeon of the St. Louis, Arkansas 
& Texas Railroad, which is an honor held by few 
physicians. Dr. Seegraves is also president of the 
Clay County Medical Examining Board. He was 
married, in 1859, to Miss M. A. Atkerson, a native 
of Macon County, Tenn., and the daughter of 
John W. Atkerson, now a resident of Macon Coun- 
ty, Tenn. To the Doctor and wife were born four 
children living: Lydia A., Ida L., John O. and 
Cora FE. Those deceased were named Clara R., 
Ethel, J. O., and aninfant. The Doctor and wife 
are members of the Missionary Baptist Church. He 
is a member of the G. A. R. and I. O. O. F., join- 
ing the last-named organization in Gallatin, Tenn., 
while surgeon of the army, and while almost a 
stranger, being struck by the grandeur of a proces- 
sion. He also belongs to the K. of H. Aside 
from his profession and the drug business, Dr. 
Seegraves is one of the prominent farmers of the 
county. 
B. H. Sellmeyer & Bro., merchants of Knobel, 
Ark. This firm is composed of Bernard H. and 
Joseph Sellmeyer, who were born in Franklin 
County, Ind., in 1850 and 1862, respectively, and 
were the sons of John H. and Elizabeth (Brug. 
gensmith) Sellmeyer, who were native Germans, 
and came to the United States, where they met 
and afterward married. The father is 4 tanner by 
trade, and is the owner of a tannery at Olden- 
burg, Ind., which is managed by his eldest son, 
John. Our subjects attended school in Oldenburg 
until a somewhat advanced age, then following 
clerking in their father’s store. Bernard continued 
until about 1870, when he went to St. Louis and 
clerked in a store in that city for five years, later 
engaging in the grocery business for himself, which 
he continued until 1880, since which time he has 
resided in Knobel, Ark. He first engaged as a 
contractor in furnishing ties for the Knobel & 
Helena Branch of the Tron Mountain Railroad, 
in partnership with Crawford & Lintz, and in 
about eight months furnished 350,000, and dur- 
ing this time also did some grading oa the White 
River Branch of that railroad. In the fall of 
1881 he started the first store in Knobel, and it was 
practically the only store in the place for about 
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four years. In 1884 he was joined by his brother 
Joseph, and they formed their present partnership, 
and in connection with their store they are exten- 
sively interested in the timber business, making a 
specialty of piling, staves and ties, which industry 
gives employment to forty or fifty men. They are 
now about to erect a cotton-gin and saw-mill, and 
owing to the erection of the former, the farmers 
have been encouraged to increase their cotton 
crop at least 400 per cent, which will prove of 
great benefit to the county. In 1SS2 Bernard 
Sellmeyer . was appointed third postmaster of 
Knobel, and held the position several years, and 
in 1888 Joseph became postmaster, and is holding 
the office at the present time. Since 1884 Ber- 
nard H. has held the office of justice of the peace. 
In 1886 Joseph Sellmeyer returned to Oldenburg, 
Ind., and accepted the position of secretary of 
the St. Joseph Western Mill, of Oldenburg, in 
which his father is an extensive stockholder. In 
September, 1888, he was married to Miss Dinah 
Damhus, a native of Indiana, and a daughter of 
Bernard and Philema Damhus, who reside in that 
State. The Sellmeyer brothers own over 2,000 
acres of land, more than half of which is excel- 
lent farming land and susceptible of a high state 
of cultivation. They have about 100 acres under 
cultivation. and are constantly opening up new 
land, and their enterprise and energy form a com- 
mendable example to the citizens of the county. 
Edward Silverberg, M. D., a physician and 
farmer of Clay County, Ark., was born in Colum- 
bia, Marion County, Miss., in 1829, and is the 
second of four children of Johnson and Sarah 
(Jones) Silverberg, who were born in Holland and 
Georgia, respectively. When about sixteen years 
of age the father emigrated to the United States. 
and soon after engaged in mercantile business 
in Columbia, Miss., where he remained twelve 
years, then removing to Canton, Miss., where he 
resumed business in 1833, continuing until his 
death in 1838. He and wife were married in 1825, 
_ the latter being a daughter of one of the early 
pioneers of Mississippi. He was a soldier in the 
| War of 1812, and participated in the battle of New 


Orleans. Dr. Edward Silverberg received his 





i 


—_—_ 
ee ee 


r 


Cee eM Lie eT 







































































46 > Sf - ; 7 
] r Re eae en 
bee | LLU TOD 
\ > “4 la 
Dewl ei yo henio: sew rf MRT at higay int errr paved M2 ans tes cept er 
| WM, donee aie hig oh yall Pat diye t wall och, (ilge 106 ae 4) doidee nner 
| abr ate Yell oti he Geadd iw iene sit") at boa adi %& Saebegg Alp ape ype eT - 
ibys Uso iE it Bete dd gloria | Lute he! yet Seti ie ° ential id 
hem op at olin Pvt bavi aotiide lating 16 Maines Miri Srapheng AO watt ot DBE wi 
rT { : ee 2h et ol dy Nr olty inte ROxvIy BUSTS Abt By att det’ anal. hawoty 
rise Da” Heim paipe deen foe Lia Wes ae SNL to tuteabibere mt ote tA ' 
“oii oat  pouriod sal ta gone IS OF Sovstvey terres nye mien alive bara witout] wilt wT alt 
aM wht menertal- ot beianange iow ined tind ee ee BA, “nthe paivil 
ib vi Liv domly ty), wy COR tynal ae tk BSD Sestan-aytow Godedeob onod'T ac 
purtod Eee uf ere Oe wt ditseatl TRO ea tiv boty. aie] , WL oilt costal ae hae , 00 A 
jy to setenune,  Mettlt Butea Sede Fewer lo alt hie fadoesh wHniotentht aid Yo exh 
? y fu 20h Co btever aise ab lad bas Tedew? aie ms i © ,bbwa it & ©) elt te ‘8 
srttitod el Puiu. TSE then aye ed WAty et i Ohne Pr ba AAT) or (¢etsl asiivennty ne Frei was: tausl 
| wa bork woitie jets hyo ah tan SOTEG itt a. Siavliel onliniye Hit yynen welt’ Yo’ aoarg it 
‘ue 6d Jo soien? do oulttgde iad ead Hotere SEMIS at % wlobieney, mt and Bases pitied plat 
i Wi OeBlOo-ad Hsia: Tayon tpt of dibeot fiery od aNEy | EL to Br anis o? gaolael cali” oH og ; 
, oy opie bh : 1 uiliehsiquoes fag’ bal 40 eeoaie el paib oxi firs noieratong ei a 
i tr aiiahlO. 3 nae fap ff dyesul aie, aiff eff lo snout aratabos wtf? Da ogre ah ‘ 
i blu dstowts: 47 tatoiee nv ai tetet «fA Holder | ‘ 
Ml aie ot born aay of Ae] rerclasts tae Lydon tw a Ris cd h siyonitod 
? Veit mw Peovet stall il to ovitan ® sadmatl bon) Ft wetted, Aes en NLS a nit éidt 
obhisn adw vd popltithbns eared: “sislayat 1 RO ow Gala ge corto i 
| WNL Paro ayo ( wraddoudl wtthaes ud ope Lore diese eas ncetiih Bris ye | at bak y 
i leozy wb domly Jo tint ont) oxoe htel to MUL Ca dasofestft bus AY edol fo snes odd . 
Mayet * Fo aldingeosns How lynel eae met 4n41 2/15 ji) ave omy oily reverie (Vie Te Pi 
aw cores Ol drode erat welt | \aobaetiliny to teseer Waitt: eotari yy pRB aE, batiny add of oxnas | 
“U Setoed finite 14 “Bern HOMeviilys tel ard ee vo, sith: Bebpera foveutedty ba 
Keele? Vmoise bok obeppioy sigd Bre uel —ybid de eretehr le 1 twivibo adi ad fin 
| fine oi Yo snertiin siflod slyamZz. adil sig Ge Jesbty eit! V4 boinikva 2) dotdw ebal | wa 
five 8 iy yy 2 Vv. oa TOME. hori tsht am lOoTey int legals Ly “bisa red trafelase wO % 
! od two! eBH ak" etary 4AlD to feag:) uniaollo? oat iyi: ‘boiwerbs tadiwomtoe 
oar baw SA ao, ei ae) ROG sil -barcltwoalerretl, write eae stot ti 
gree f arddk to suhihie 900% ig fiaedoe 


od ny ove gated (ean |) 
Neate pephl/ “Uevidooupis TS wed 
Leia od} at hos 1 109 roilgar' uk 
. Neliys iti Beomsnn TStin. ooie. Hoe 
byslactr af stad , 2d didabod ai , 
7 erin) of untomen fold aiany 
Hh i siiueiinons SGT of eaminienth Lyi fc ries 
i fo fQininir Aa ato in roe wel anf rhea, 
Nie oBY Rh se Te ee bis vib : pnt arial att 
wh? age * ii wiv bt i shoal in Exonio: NY 
WO, Lo welpivd itd ist fostnegtinl! iit Bans, SPST Yona! 
std fuay hag aisttiay bet boca a) eitefo 
























hy OL We wt toww of oweber OTR ’ tirade 
vat OE OF GOT tio Medi wt ott et 
i: ste “tte a Tol sen Minod yusory od} of unig 
ead oid io ogi bead Vuatte ERT oy itm Faisal 

hoyanes det elt alk Jodagat ap £ 
v, tilten A alt 20) ann guulstayl al 
norles ad miadond, HONT al? A deine 
He, Baa xd til ab a) dieu fee 
catty Div OD OER haxdaiwuast re a 
wai WE odd Ga witha Ne aioe’ bat comb wud oid 
iO, biel dtd al “bsosbins tied. do ruin, i 
ain Ib ala Lotto at expe deni 


By: Ae ciao ion 









Besse 


Nhe he weir be ash 


Moe Leto 


4 














HISTORY 


OF 


ARKANSAS. 





education in the common schools and the Masonic 


| ments. 


College at La Grange, Ky., leaving the latter | 


institution at the age of eighteen years. 
engaged in clerking for two years and then began 
the study of medicine, graduating from the Medi- 
cal University of Louisville, Ky., in 1855, and 
entered upon the practice of his profession in 
Jessamine County, Ky. 
in Columbus, Ky., two years in Louisiana, and 


He then spent one year 


came to Helena in 1805, where he was in the drug 
business, and from that time until 1861 resided in 
Helena. 
army as medical purveyor under Gen. Hindman, 
who had command of the Trans- Mississippi depart- 


stationed with his office at Little Rock, Ark. In 


He was | 





He raises considerable stock and has an 
excellent stallion for breeding purposes. In part- 


uership with his son he is extensively engaged in 


_the timber business, shipping staves, stave bolts 


He takes an 
active part in politics, and has held the office of 


and piling, and making cross ties. 


| postmaster at Peach Orchard three years, and at 


At both 


these places he carries on general merchandising. 


Knobel about the same length of time. 


He is chairman of the County Democratic Conven- 


_ tion, and was a delegate to the Congressional Con- 


In May, 1862, he entered the Southern | 


vention at Helena in 1888. He takes quite an 


interest in the culture of fruit, and his orchard 


| consists of 300 peach trees, fifty pear, fifty plum. 
ment, and later was under Gen. Holmes, and was | 


1864 he resigned this office and entered the field | 
| to Miss Annie Ratcliffe, a daughter of Hon. T. J. 


as adjutant of what was known as Dobbins’ brigade, 
being in the battle of Big Creek, near Helena, 


and in a raid south; was with Price on his raid 


through Missouri, and took part in the battles at 
Iron Mountain, Big Blue, Kansas City and Fort 


Scott, then fell back to Benton County, Ark., and | 


was in his last battle at Fayetteville, in the winter of 
1864. The army was here divided and the Doctor’s 
command was sent to Northeast Arkansas, and in 
the winter of that year the command started to 


Antonio, Texas, and, after the final surrender, re- 
turned to Kentucky. He was married in 1856 
to Miss Sallie Lockart, a native of Pennsylvania, 


by whom he became the father of three children: 


twenty-five cherry and 200 apple trees, all of which 
are doing well, and those that are bearing show 
excellent fruit. His son, Edward L., was married 
and Huldah A. Ratcliffe. The father was a noted 
lawyer and politician of this section and held the 
office of State senator. He died in 1881, but his 
widow still survives him and resides on the old 
homestead, one and a half miles west of Peach 
Orchard. 

G. W. Simmons, M. D., whose face is familiar 


| in the homes of the sick and afflicted of this coun- 
| ty, was born in Halifax County, N. C., in 1827, 
Mexico with Gen. Shelby. He was taken sick at San | 


Sallie L., wife of Judge J. F. Humpbries, clerk | 


of the court at Helena, Ark.; Edward, who is 
married and resides with his father, and Ida, who 
died in infancy. In the spring of 1858 the Doctor 
brought his family to Arkansas and settled in 
Helena, where he was in the drug business when 
the war came on. In 1873, after coming to North- 


east Arkansas, and practicing for a short time at | 


Pocahontas, he went to Poplar Bluff, Mo., but re- 
turned to Corning, Ark., in 1876, remaining here 
six years, since which time he has lived at Knobel 
and Peach Orchard. In 18585 he bought a tract of 
land one-half mile south of Knobel, and on this 
farm he has since resided and made many improve- 





and is the son of Jesse H. Simmons, whose father, 
Jesse 
H. Simmons married Miss Nancy B. Whitaker. 
also a native of North Carolina, and the daugh- 
ter of James Whitaker. Her grandfather, John 
Whitaker, was a native of North Carolina and was 
a colonel of some note in the Revolutionary War. 


John Simmons, was a native of Scotland. 


as was also Johu Bradford, Mrs. Simmons’ maternal 
grandfather. Gov. John Branch, of North Caro- 
lina, who was secretary of the navy in the cabinet 
of President Jackson, was a cousin of Mrs. Sim- 
mons. The Whitaker family was one of the most 
illustrious in the State. G. W. Simmons moved 
to Wayne County, Tenn., at the age of seventeen, 
and later was married to Miss Martha J. Gee. 
daughter of Thomas Gee, of English and Welsh 
He then entered the oilice of Dr. T. 


L. Carter, where be studied medicine, and a few 


parentage. 


years later opened an office, but in LSo6 came to 
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) 
Bh Se ae alepee <i aoe —— a - 
| Clay County, and formed a partnership with | several of the finest houses in the vicinity, and is 
| Thomas J. Harris, at Oak Bluff, near where Rector | now engaged in the general merchandise business, 
| now stands, and was the leading physician of the | having one of the best selected stocks in the town. 
| county. The partnership continued for three years valued at from $1,500 to $4,000. When the 
| when Dr. Simmons opened up business for himself, | Doctor first settled in the county very, little atten- 
| as his partner had entered the Confederate army. tion was paid to education, but whisky was con- 
| Since that time the Doctor has had the greatest sidered the staff of life and was sold at every cross- 
| practice of any physician in the county, and says roads. Now a school-house takes the place at the 
| that after an experience of thirty-three years, cross-roads and the whisky seller receives a limited 
| he can truthfully say it is an error to make the amount of patronage. 
| statement that this is an unhealthy country. In A. R. Simpson, M. D., physician and surgeon, 
| his earlier practice, when people were very poorly was born in. Lawrence County, 8S. C., August 25, 
housed and very little attention was paid to the 1860, being a son of D. D. and FE. A. (Harris) 
laws of health, they suffered from ill health, but Simpson, who were also born in the ‘‘ Palmetto 
| just in proportion to their improvement did they be-  State,’’ the father being a merchant and farmer by 
/ come healthier. The Doctor’s own family, consist- occupation. They are both living and reside in 
| ing of six robust children, is evidence enough of their native State. The following are their chil- 
| the salutary condition of the country. and nowhere dren: J. H., of Mississippi: Sallie R. (Blakely), 
| is to be found a better specimen of young man- T. S., R. I. (Janes), P. A. and Dr. A. KR. The 
| hood than William H. Simmons, who is clerking in paternal grandparents were born in Ireland, and at 
| his father’s store. Dr. Simmons, by his first wife, an early day emigrated to America, locating in 
| was the father of six children, all of whom are South Carolina, where they spent the rest of their 
now living: Jesse, married, has three children, days, and died when very old. Dr. A. R. Simp- 
| and resides near his father; Alice married G. W. son is the youngest of his parents’ children, and 
| Webb, who is now living near Oak Bluff, is a his youth was spent in attending school and as- 
| carpenter, and they have three children; Ella sisting on the home farm. At the age of sixteen 
| married James Merriwether, son of Dr. Merri- years he began the study of medicine, and in 
| wether, of Paragould, and has two children; September, 1879, entered the University of Balti- 
| William H. is at home with his father and attends more, Md., in 1881 entering as a student the Lon- 
| the store; Charles lives with his father and attends | isville (Ky.) Medical College, from which institu- 
| to the farm, and Mary married W. E. Spence, now — tion he was graduated in March, 1882, being one 
circuit clerk of the county. whose sketch appears of seventeen who graduated with honors out of a 
in another part of this volume. Dr. Simmons elassof 115. He began practicing his profession in 
married Miss Carrie M. Lavender, of Rector, who | Lawrence County, S. C., and remained until 18S4, 
came from Georgia when a girl, with her sister when he went to Marshall County, Miss.. but only 
and brother-in-law, H. B. Cox. Her father, James continued here one year. In April, 1885, he came 
Lavender, was a native of Georgia, and her mother, | to Corning, Ark., where he has since resided. and ~ 
Malinda (Ansley) Lavender, was of Irish extrac- has built up a large and luerative practice. He is 
tion. The Doctor takes an active part in polities very public spirited and is ever ready to advance 
and votes the Democratic ticket, as do his two sons any good cause. He was married in October, 
who are old enough to vote. He isa member of 1886, to Miss Winnie D. Whitehead, of Crystal 
the Methodist Protestant Church, and is a Royal Springs, Miss., and by her has one child. Perry O. 
Arch Mason, haying passed through all the chairs | Dr. and Mrs. Simpson are members of the Presby 
in that order, and for six vears was District Deputy — terian Chureh. 
J Grand Master of the State. Hehas done much for J. B. Smith is a planter and stockman of Kil- 
the benetit of the county in which he lives, has built gore Township, Clay County. It is a remarkable 
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fact that the majority of those men of Kentucky 
birth, who have become residents of Clay County, 
have been peculiarly successful in the accumula- 
tion of worldly goods, and are considered superior 
farmers, and Mr. Smith is but another example of 
this truth. He was born in Calloway County, 
Ky., September 14, 184%, his parents, Gabriel and 
Agnes (Shotwell) Smith, being natives of Kentucky 
and Ohio, respectively. 
tiller of the soil, and remained in the State of his 
birth until 1861, when he removed to Randolph 
County, Ark. (now Clay County), and opened a farm 
in Cache Township, on which he resided until his 
death in 1881, followed by his excellent widow two 
years later. Jasper B. Smith, the subject of this 
sketch, was brought up as a farmer’s boy, and has 
ever devoted himself to that calling, and with a 
perseverance and industry which could not fail of 
favorable results. At the ageof twenty years he be- | 


The father was an honest 


gan depending on his own resources to obtain a 

livelihood, and made his first purchase of land in 

1875, which consisted of eighty acres near Black — 
River. This farm he improved greatly, then sold 

it and bought his present farm of 160 acres, sev- 

enty being under cultivation, and forty of that be- 

ing devoted to the culture of cotton. His attractive 
farm is especially fitted for the raising of stock, 
which occupation receives a fair portion of his 
attention, and his out buildings are all in excellent 
condition. He has always voted the Democratic 
ticket, and socially is a member of the Orient 
Lodge, at Corning, and the Agricultural Wheel. 
He was married in Arkansas on the 14th of March, 
1869, to Miss Harriet VPiteock, a native of Ten- 
nessee, whose parents moved to Arkansas during 
the war; by her he is the father of these children: 
Nancy Ella (Mrs. Park), William Hastings, James 
Caswell, Marcus Vain, Bert, Enola, Ernest and 
Joseph G. and Elgin Eugene, both of whom died 
at the age of one year. Mr. Smith received poor 
school advantages in his youth, but knowing the 
value of a good education has given his children 
excellent opportunities for acquiring learning. He 
and wife are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. He has been remarkably healthy, never 
having had to eall a physician on his own account. 


ARKANSAS. 





William E. Spence, cireuit clerk of Clay Coun- 


_ ty, also county clerk and probate court clerk. was 


born in Wilcox County, Ala., and is the son of Rev. 
Spence and wife, nee Kvelyn McNiel, and the grand- 


son, on the mother’s side, of Hector McNiel, of. 


Camden, who was of Scotch descent. Rey. Spence 
was a native of Tennessee, and moved to Alabama 
when a young man, where he married Miss Me- 
Niel. In 1876 he settled with his family in Greene 
County, Ark., where he remained for about one 
year, and then moved to what was known as Oak 
Bluff, locating about a mile north of the town, 
where he taught school. He was also a preacher in 
the Presbyterian Church, having been ordained 
about the time he moved to Alabama. 
English descent. 


He was of 
William E. Spence accompanied 
his parents to Greene County, and always attended 
school to his father until he attended the Commer- 
cial College, at Lexington, Ky., from which insti- 
After this he 
took a position as book-keeper and salesman with 
the firm of Tatum & Bragg, of Malden, Mo., 
where he remained for about two years, er until 
He then went to work at 
the same occupation for I. Harris & Co., also of that 
place, remained about a year, and then came to 
Boydsville, where he is now located, and accepted 
a position with W. S. Blackshare & Co. He re- 
mained with this company for about a year, when 


tution he graduated the same year. 


the firm stopped business. 


he engaged in mercantile business for himself, 
thus continuing until elected to his present oftice. 
He then closed out his trade, and now devotes his 
whole time to his official duties. He was first 
married to Miss Dora Pollock. who bore him one 
child, which died with its mother in 1884. Mr. 
Spencer’s second marriage was to Miss Mary Sim- 
mons, daughter of Dr. G. W. Simmons, of Boyds- 
ville, in December, 1888S. 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and is also a mem- 
ber of the K. of H. 


ing in his demeanor, he is endowed with those very 


Mr. Spencer is a mem- 
While modest and unassum- 


rare qualities of good sense and good judgment, 
which, together with his genial and pleasing man- 
ners, not only tit him for any position to which 
he may be elected, but congregate around him 
many warm friends. 
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Charles Stokes, farmer and mechanic of Hay- 
wood Township, Clay County, Ark.. was born in 
Winston County, Ala., October 31, 1540, being a 
son of William Stokes. who was born in Georgia, 
and was reared in Warren County, Tenn. He 
was married in that State, and afterward moved 
to Alabama, where he farmed for a number of 
years and then came to Ark., locating in this State 
about 1877, his death occurring in February, 
1884. Charles Stokes was reared in the State of 
Alabama, and made his bome with his father until 
November 27, 1861, when he married Susan 
Smith, a native of Tennessee, who was reared in 
Alabama, and in August of the following year 
moved to Illinois, locating in Massae County. e 
resided in this and Pope Counties until the spring 
of 1868, when he moved to Arkansas, arriving on 
the 5th of April of that vear. A short time after- 
ward he homesteaded 120 acres, then bought 120, 
and has since increased his acreage to 600, all of 
which is in Mrs. Stokes’ name. About 100 acres 
are under cultivation. They have a good residence, 
two good barns and an excellent orchard. Mr. 
Stokes has served as justice of the peace for about 
six years, and has been a member of the school 
board a number of years. He has filled several of 
the chairs in the Masonic fraternity, and is a member 
of the Agricultural Wheel. In addition to his 
farming he has been doing considerable mechani- 
eal work, such as wagon repairing, blacksmithing, 
carpentering, etc. He and wife are the parents 
of the following children: J. R., A. J.. J. H., F. 
M., T. A., Queen C., Pearlie and Nancy A. Two 
children died in infancy. 

Henry Swift was born in Orange County, N. 
Y., July 29, 1843, and is a son of John and Jane 
(Welch) Swift, who were born in Nottingham, 
England, the former’s birth oceurring in 1815. 
His father, William Swift, was a” postman, and 

‘arried the mail from Longar to Elton, a distance 
of four anda half miles, making two trips per day, 
and in fifty-three years’ service did not lose one 
John Swift served as a private in the 
Crimean War, and was in the siege of Sebastopol, 


day’s time. 


being one of the only two surviving members of 


his camp. He died in 1882, having been a mem- 


ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and a well- 
to-do land holder. His wife was also a member of 
the Methodist Church, and in 1843 came to the 
United States, locating in New York State, but re- 
turned to England the same year, and died there 
in Oetober. 1846. Henry Swift lived with his 
grandfather until his eleventh year, and received a 
good common school edueation in the schools of 
Longar. He then made a trip to the United 
States, and after living three years in York State 
returned to England and again attended school. 
Eleven years later he came again to the United 
States, and lived with an uncle in Jo Daviess Coun- 
ty, Ill., for about three years, later working out 
and residing among the farmers in that county for 
two years more, attending school during the winter 
and doing farm work in the summer months. 
While the war was going on he traveled over the 
States of Minnesota and Wisconsin, and at the 
close of hostilities began working on the Missis- 
sippi River, being engaged in the construction of 
the Belleville Railroad, continuing such work until 
1873, when he came to Arkansas. He was oceu- 
pied in farming in Randolph County until 1885. 
since which time he has been a resident of Clay 
County, and owns 280 acres of fertile land, eighty- 
three of which are under cultivation, although all 
could be easily put under improvement. It was 
heavily covered with timber, but is now furnished 
with good buildings and fences. He gives much 
attention to breeding Poland China hogs, and is a 
thrifty and successful farmer and stockman. He 
was among the first to demonstrate the fact that 
swamp and overflowed land could be tilled as 
profitably as the sand ridges, and seven or eight 
of his neighbors have followed his example and 
now possess comfortable homes of their own. He 
is active in school matters, is a Mason, and in his 
political views isa Democrat. He was first mar- 
ried February 7, 1S79, to Miss Malinda Smart, a 
daughter of Lemuel and Jane Smart, of Arkansas. 
and by her became the father of two children: 
Laura, who died at the age of fifteen months. 
and an infant, deceased. His wife died in 1882, 
and he took for his second wife, in 1ISS4, Miss 
Retta Boyd, a daughter of William Boyd, of Shan- 
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non County, Mo. She died quite suddenly in 

February, 1885, having borne one daughter: Hen- 

rietta, who was born on the 22d of March, 1883. 
Dr. C. C. Symonds. 


profession of which this gentleman is a member, 


There are always, in the 


some individuals who become eminent and com- 
mand a large patronage, and among these deserv- 
ing of especial recognition is Dr. Symonds, who is 
a skillful physician and surgeon. He was born in 
Cayuga County, N. Y., February 15, 1829, and 
was the fourth in a family of five children born to 
the marriage of Shubel Symonds and Mary Baker, 
natives of Rhode Island. They were early pio- 
neers of Syracuse, N. Y., where the father fol- 
lowed tilling the soil, and resided for a number of 
years. He died in Allegany County, of the same 
State, in 1853, at the age of seventy-six years. 
His excellent widow still survives him, and resides 
at Flora, Iil., having reached the advanced age of 
Dr. C. C. Symonds attended 


the common schools of Cayuga County, and after 


ninety-three years. 


attaining a suitable age, began the study of med- 
May 4, 1832, he was married to Miss Sally 
Ann Sawyer, and soon after moved to Allegany 
County, N. Y., and in 1857 to Clay County, JIL, 
where he practiced medicine, and was also engaged 
in merchandising and shipping grain. In 1S7She 
emigrated to Corning, Clay County, Ark.. where 


icine. 


he has since been devoting his time to the practice 
of medicine aud surgery. He assisted in incor- 
porating Corning, and has been one of the fore- 
most men in building up the town, being now a 
member of the city council. He has always been 
interested in educational advancement, and is inde- 
pendent in his religious views. He has never been 
very active in politics, but casts his vote with the 
Republican party. He owns a good farm in the 
western division of Clay County, besides other 
property. He and wife are the parents of the fol- 
lowing children: Harriet (Mrs. Loppins), residing 
in Clay County, Ark.; Amanda (Mrs. Marrow), 
Ida (Mrs. 


Noble Stacey), whose husband is a druggist at Du 


residing in Madison. County, Ind.; 


Quoin, and Marenous, who is married and resides 
with his parents. 
Cayuga County. N. Y., and is a daughter of Eben- 


Mrs. Symonds was born in 


ezer and Laura (Smith) Sawyer, also natives of 
New York State. 
of the 
until his death, in 1854, his wife having died in 
S44. 


who is married and resides in Cortland County, 


The father was a sturdy tiller 
soil, and remained in his native State 


The Doctor has three brothers: Syrenous, 
N. Y., seventy-three years of age; John S8., who 


Ill., of which 


place he is a prominent resident (he represented 


is married and lives at Flora, 


his county in the State legislature, and is now in- 
spector of the Southern Asylum), and Marenous, 
who resides in Sedgwick County, -Kas., near 
Wichita, and is engaged in farming. 

R. I. Taylor is a native of Henry County, 
West Tenn., and was born on the 9th of April. 
1839, his parents being John and Sarah (Carey) 
Taylor, the father a native of West Tennessee and 
the mother of South Carolina. The paternal 
grandfather was a Virginian by birth, the maternal 
grandfather having come originally from South 
Carolina. 
to what is now Clay County, Ark., about 1852, 


John Taylor emigrated from Tennessee 


coming in a wagon drawn by an ox team, and 
settled on the farm now owned by Robert Haw- 
thorne, in Carpenter Township, where he made 
improvements and resided until about 1859. Then 
he removed to Howell County, Mo., and died there 
in 1866. His wife died in Stoddard County, Mo., 
on her way to Arkansas. To them were born four 
children R. I. Taylor being the third in order of 
birth. He was but thirteen years of age when he 
came to this State, and received only limited educa- 
tional advantages as there were but few settlers 
Such 
knowledge of books as he possesses was obtained 
at home by self application. In the spring of 1861] 
he enlisted in Company F, Seventh Arkansas Regi- 
ment, and served until the close of the war, being 


and no schools in the country at that time. 


a participant in the battles of Shiloh, Perryville, 
Murfreesboro, Mission Ridge and several hard 
skirmishes. He was wounded by a gun shot in 
the left arm at Shiloh, which has nearly ruined the 
use of that member, and was also wounded by a 
gun-shot at Murfreesboro, but soon recovered as it 
was merely a flesh wound. He seryed as second 


sergeant and was paroled in 1865. He returned 
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CLAY COUNTY. 


to Clay County, and about 1872 located on his 
present farm, which consists of 200 acres of land, 
with some sixty-five acres under cultivation. He 
raises corn principally, and gives considerable 
attention to stock. Having followed farming all 
his life he is thoroughly acquainted with its varied 
features. In 1867 he was married to Rebecca 
Howell, a native of Missouri, by whom he has 
three children: John, Lewis and Alma. By his 
second wife, whose maiden name was Annie Heath, 
he bad two children: Rosa, living, and Rosella L., 
who is deceased. Mr. Taylor is a well-respected 
pioneer of Clay County, having resided here since 
the time when not more than a half dozen families 
were within miles of him. He has aided very 
materially in the advance and progress of the com- 
munity. 

Daniel D. Throgmorton, who is classed among 
the respected farmers and stock-raisers of Clay 
County, Ark., was born on a farm in Henry County, 
Tenn., January 20, 1850, and is the son of James 
W.Throgmorton, a native of North Carolina. James 
W. Throgmorton was reared in Tennessee, and 
was there married to Miss Eleanor Pollard, also of 
North Carolina nativity. After marriage he re- 
sided in Henry County, Tenn., until 1869, when 
he came to Arkansas and settled in Clay County, 
where he died June 18, 1876. His wife had died in 
Tennessee in 1866. Daniel D. Throgmorton grew 
to manhood in Henry County, Tenn., came to Ar- 
kansas in 1870, and later spent three years in Dunk- 
lin County, Mo. In 1874 he settled on the place 


where he now lives, and bought raw land, which | 


he has since cleared, and the town of Piggott is 
laid out on his land. Mr. Throgmorton has about 
ninety acres, with some forty acres under good 
cultivation. He was married first in Dunklin 
County, Mo., February 15, 18738, to a widow, Mrs. 
Amanda E. Lively, who died May 23, 1883. Mr. 
Throgmorton was married in Clay County, Ark., 
December 27, 1883, to Miss Nancy B. Featherston, 
a native of Tennessee, who was reared in Dyer 
County, and a niece of his first wife. This last 
union resulted in the birth of three children: 
Thomas Edward, born November 24, 1854, and 
Nora B,, born September 26, 1888. They lost one 
16 


child, L. Ora, who died October 15, 1887, at the 
age of thirteen months. Mr. 'Throgmorton has 
been elected to and held the oitfice of justice of the 
peace for twelve consecutive years, aud has also 
filled other local positions. 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Mrs. Throgmorton is 


John Tisdial, a farmer residing near Corning. 
Ark., was born in Marshall County, Ky., July 22. 
1837, and is a son of Sherrill and Julia (Casinger) 
Tisdial, whe were also Kentuckians, and of Ger- 
The paternal grandfather, John, 
was an early-settler of Kentucky, and there reared 
Sherrill 
Tisdial was reared and educated in his native State 
and in 1838 emigrated to what is now Clay Coun- 


man descent. 


six children and resided until his death. 


ty, Ark., making the toilsome journey in wagons. 
He erected a little log cabin at Rocktield, weighted 
down with poles, in which he resided a few years. 
then locating one mile below on the river. In 
the winter of 1866 he was thrown from a horse and 
killed. 
leading a steer when he became fast in the rope. 
During the war he lost heavily, as all his stock was 
taken from him by the soldiers. His widow is still 
living, being in her seventy-fourth year. They 
were the parents of thirteen children, twelve of 
whom grew to maturity and six of whom are living 
at the present time: John, Frank, Monroe, Eliza- 
beth, Ellen and Margaret. Jobn Tisdial was an 


He was an extensive stock dealer, and was 


_ infant when brought to Arkansas, and from ear- 


lest boyhood has had the welfare of his adopted 
In his youth the country was 
nothing but a wilderness, with a few scattering log 


county at heart. 


cabins long distances apart, and he assisted his 
father in clearing their farm and remained with 
him until he attained his majority. Although 
there were no schools at that time he apphed him- 


_ self to such books as came in his way, and became 


a well educated man. After his marriage in 1860 
he moved to a place of his own, and in the spring 
of 1564 came to his present farm, which cousists 


He 


was married to Miss Polly Harriet, a native of 


of 160 acres, eighty being under cultivation. 


Missouri, and by her became the father of five 
William J., Euphemia D., Julia A., 
John, and one deceased. He took 


children: 


for his seeond 
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wife Miss Fannie Leslie, who has borne him two 
children: Daniel H. and Thomas A. His third 


marriage was to Miss Long, who has borne him - 


three children: Avey and Noverller living, and 
Bertha deceased. In 1863 Mr. Tisdial enlisted in 
Company EH, Second Missouri Cavalry, and served 
until September 15, 1863, when he was discharged 
on account of disability, and remained in the hos- 
pital until convalescent. On entering the army 
he weighed 175 pounds in his stocking feet, but on 
coming out only weighed ninety pounds. In 1564 
he took his family away from Arkansas, though he 
returned in 1866 and has since lived here. 

Marion J. Tucker, merchant and postmaster at 
Greenway, Clay County, Ark., was born in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., November 14, 1844, his father, Col. 
Thomas J. Tucker, being a native of Virginia. 
Upon remaining in the ‘‘Old Dominion ”’ until a 
young man, the father went to Tennessee, where 


he was married to Nancy Nance, of that State, and 


after residing in Nashville, Tenn., for several 
years, moved to Haywood County, Tenn., where 
he became the owner of a plantation, and lived 
until his death, his wife having died some time 
He was a colonel of militia, and was a 
Marion 


before. 
prominent and well-known man in his day. 
J. Tucker grew to manhood in Haywood County, 
and when the war broke out, in 1S61, he enlisted 
in the Confederate service, Ninth Tennessee In- 
fantry, and served until captured at Chick- 
amauga, and was held a prisoner of war until the 
close of the conflict, most of the time at Indian- 
apolis. He was at first in Nashville, Tenn., and 
was placed with 115 others in the top story of the 
Maxwell House, which broke through with them, 
and he and the others were carried clear to the 
basement. 
had one leg and an arm broken, 
in the hospital until convalescent, he was sent to 


Mr. Tucker was badly wounded, and 
After remaining 
Indianapolis. He was in the engagements at Bel- 
mont, Chickamauga, 
After the close of the war he returned 


Murfreesboro and several 
others. 
to his home in West Tennessee, and was married, 
in Lauderdale County, January 9, 1S66, to Mary 
of Tennessee and a 
After following 


Jane Chambers, a native 


danghter of Thomas Chambers. 





mercantile pursuits in Alamo, Tenn., for one year, 
he, in 1867, moved to Lauderdale County. there 
being engaged in farming up to 1874, when he 
sold out and located in Clay County, Ark., purchas- 
ing a farm and engaging in tilling the soil, also 
following the occupation of merehandising. He 
established a postoftice at that point, of which he 
became postmaster in 1S7S. He continued this 
business until 1887, then gave the management of 
affairs into the hands of his son, and moved to 
Greenway, where he built a store and put in a 
stock 
stock of goods, and in connection with this also 
owns and conducts a livery barn. Since Septem- 
ber, 1588, he has held the office of postmaster of 
Greenway. 


of general merchandise. He has a general 


He is a Master Mason, and is a deacon 
in the Missionary Baptist Church. January 20, 
1889, his wife died, leaving him with a family of 
nine children: Edgar M.. Columbus, Laura, Gas- 
ton, Wittie, Clyde, Lily, Luther and Lola. Mr. 
Tucker owns two farms in Clay County, amounting 
to about 300 acres, and has some 175 acres under 
cultivation. He married his present wife, a Mrs. 
Annie Gault, May 12, 1889. She was born in 
Illinois. 

Dr. Wiley V. Turner, a retired physician and 
farmer of Greenway, Ark., was born in Humphreys 
County, Tenn., May 19, 1886, bis father. Wiley 
Turner, being a native of South Carolina. He was 
reared in Wilson County, Tenn., and was mar- 
ried in Davidson County to Miss Maria Thompson, 
who was born near Nashville. He served in the 
War of 1812 under Jackson, and was at the battle 
of New Orleans, dying in Humphreys County. 
Dr. Turner grew to manhood in that county and 
until he attained his majority made his home with 
his father. 
in Waverly Academy, and when twenty years of 
age commenced the study of medicine under Dr. 
Ellis, taking his tirst course of lectures in the 


He received a good practical education 


winters of 1858-59 and 155-60, in the University 
of Nashville, graduating from that institution in 
the spring of the latter vear. He then practiced 
his profession in Houston County until the open- 
ing of the war, and in the fall of 1862 enlisted as 


a private in the Fiftieth Tennessee Infantry, Con- 
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federate States Army. He was soon after detailed 
as assistant surgeon, and served in this capacity 
until 1864, when he left the army and returned 
home and resumed practice. Here he remained 
until 1871, when he removed to Clay County, Ark., 
and continued the practice of his profession for 
nine years. About 1875 he was appointed post- 
master of Clayville, and in 1878 became the first 
postmaster of Greenway. He kept a stock of 
general merchandise at his residence, and con- 
tinued for one year after the location of the town 
of Greenway, when he moved his store to about 
one-half mile from his residence. He has also been 
engaged in farming for a number of years. Au- 
gust 4, 1864, he was married, in Tennessee, to 


Miss Louisa Skelton, a native of Tennessee, and a) 


daughter of A. B. Skelton. The Doctor and his 
wife have four children: James, Joseph, Charles 
and Robert. Minnie was the wife of B. B. Bit- 
fle, and died in December, 1884. The Doctor and 
his wife are members of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church, in which he is a ruling elder, and 
he belongs to the Masonic fraternity. 


diah and Arzilla (Wright) Ward, natives, respect- 


ively, of New York and Tennessee, the former’s 


birth occurring onthe 23d of March, 1816, in New 
York City. When a child he removed with his 


parents to Dearborn County, Ind., where he grew — 
_Ky., where he engaged in agricultural pursuits 
| for about seven years. 


to manbood, and then located in Hancock County, 
Ill., where he apprenticed himself to the wagon- 


maker’s trade, which calling has received his atten- | 
_ and, in the spring of 1874, they moved to Clay 


He is a Democrat, 
and he and wife are members of the Christian 
Chureh. Their ebildren are Wright, a farmer and 
mechanic; Lorinda, who livesin Carthage, Ill., and 
Mark, a farmer residing in Northeast Missouri. 
Wright Ward was married in [linois, onthe Ist of 
May, 1878, to Miss Elizabeth L. Pryor, a daugh- 
ter of Lewis R. and Hannah J. Pryor, natives of 
Hancock County, Ill., and by her he has one child, 
Cora L., born October 21, 1874. Mr. Ward moved 
with his family to Marion County, Mo., in 1875, 
and in 187% to Randolph County, Ark., where 
he rented land and farmed for four years, then 


tion up to the present time. 








| ing experienced. 





/ coming to Clay County, Ark., where he purchased a 


He has fifteen 
He has a good young or- 


tract of land containing 200 acres. 
acres under cultivation. 
chard, and substantial fences and buildings, and is 
He is a Dem- 
ocrat, is active in his support of schools and 
churches, and is an industrions farmer. 

W. H. Watts, hotel-keeper at Boydsville, was 
born in Humphreys County, Tenn., in 1846, where 
he remained until after the war, although during 
that eventful period he joined Gen. Forrest's cav- 
alry and participated in the battles of Athens, 
Ala., Johnsonville, Tenn., Paducah, Ky., Fort 


preparing to erect a new residence. 


| Pillow, Parker’s Cross Roads, Gun Town, and was 


on the Hood raid from Florence, Ala., to Nashville. 
Tenn. He was in thirteen fights, among which 
was the Franklin fight, where fully one-third of 
the men in the company and regiment were lost, 
and in the Nashville fight, after which a retreat was 
made to Florence, Ala., continued skirmishing be- 
Daring this time Mr. Watts had 
his clothes riddled with bullets, and his hat rim shot 


| away in pieces, but he miraculously escaped without 

Wright Ward was born in Webster, Hancock | 
County, Ill., July 1S, 1849, and is a son of Zebe- | 
the oath of allegiance to the United States. 


injury to himself. He was discharged in Missis- 
sippi, and sent to Nashville, Tenn., where he took 
He was 
offered $100 in gold by the officers to go to Texas 
and not to Nashville. He then returned to Humph- 
reys County, Tenn., where he remained about two 


years, after which he moved to Graves County, 


In 1868 Miss L. F. Simp- 
son, daughter of D. M. Simpson, became his wife, 


County, Ark., and settled where Boydsville now 


stands. At that time the county seat question 


| was not settled, but the object was to have it at 


Boydsville, and Mr. Watts built the first house on 


the ground. He lived in one part of this house 


' and sold goods in the other, thus continuing until 


the fall, when he gave it up for the county records, 
built a log house and resided in that a number of 
In 1878 the county erected the building at 
Mr. Watts 
now owns the house, a large frame one, which he 


years. 


present used as the county court-house. 
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bought and sold several farms in this locality. 
To his marriage were born four children, two of 
whom were born in Kentucky, and three are now 
living. They are named as follows: Laura C., 
wife of C. B. Johns, and the mother of two chil- 
dren, now resides in Boydsville, where 
band is engaged in the stock breeding business; 
William H. and Albert Sidney. Mr. 
a member of the Masonic fraternity, and also a 


“member of the K. of H., and he and wife belong 


to the Primitive Baptist Church. 


| 


HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 


native of Seotland, and the mother of Alabama. 


her hus- | 


Mr. and Mrs. McKay came to this country at an 
early day, locating in Illinois, and in 1880 moved to 
Corning, Ark. The father died in the spring of 
1882, but the mother is still living, and resides in 
Corning. After marriage Mr. Weindel settled 


| where he now lives, and there he has since lived. 


Watts is | 


H. J. Weindel, manufacturer of all kinds of | 
staves, headings, also lumber and cooperage stock | 


in general, always carries a large stock, and has on 
hand from 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 staves. He 
runs the largest factory in Northeast Arkansas, and 
pays out about $0,000 per month for labor. The 
factory was organized by L Weindel and L. Wirth- 
lin, in 1862, at St. Louis, and just at the comple- 
tion of the Iron Mountain Road was moved to 
Corning, where in 1883 the name was changed to 
the Southern Cooperage Company. Mr. Weindel 
was superintendent of the company from 15881 to 


1885, after which he purchased the business from — 


the Southern Cooperage Company, and has had 
charge of it since that time. 
and extensive trade, and has 
ness what it is by upright and honest dealing. 
He was born in Bavaria, Germany, July 9, 1561, 


made 


Mary (Brobst) Weindel, also natives of Bavaria, 
Germany. The parents moved to St. Louis in 
1882, but in the same year came to Corning, 
and here the mother died in 1882. The father is 
still living. H. J. Weindel came to this country 
in 1880, first settling in St. Louis, attended col- 
lege, and there learned the English language. 
Prior to this he had received a thorough education 


He has always taken an active interest in building 
up the town, and in all enterprises pertaining to 
the good of the country. He is not particularly 
active in politics, but votes with tbe Republican 
party. He is a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. To his union with Miss McKay were born 
two children, one living, named Hermina. The 
one deceased was Winifred. 

Joseph Whitaker is one of Clay County's 
most prosperous farmers and stockmen. His birth 
occurred in Crawford County, Penn., in 1835, he 


| being the second of a family of ten children born 


to the marriage of John Whitaker and Euphemia 
Ann Johnson, originally from New York State. 
After their marriage in their native State, they 
immediately moved to Crawford County, Penn., 
where they bought land and were engaged in 


| farming for about fifteen years, then purchasing 


He has a large | 
the busi- | 


land in Erie County, twenty miles from the city 
of Erie. Here the father is still living, but the 
mother died in 1SS2. Joseph Whitaker attended 


school until he was about nineteen years of age, 
and is the only son born to the union of John and | 


and on the 6th of May, 1861, enlisted in Company 


_D, First Pennsylvania Rifle Regiment, which was 


| ment.’’ 


known in the field as the ‘‘Old Buck-tail Regi- 
He was in the First Army Corps, and 
was assigned to the Army of the Potomac, partici- 
pating in the battles of Drainsville, the Peninsula 


| Campaign, Second Bull Run, South Mountain, 
_ Antietam, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, and was 
_ with Grant until the battle of Cold Harbor, which 


in Europe, had taught school, was also a teacher — 


He 
came to Corning, Ark., in 1851, not with the inten- 


of music, and held an excellent position. 


tion of remaining, but being so thoroughly satis- 
fied with the country, concluded to stay. 
married at Corning, in 1856, to Miss Jessie Me- 


He was 


was the last combat in which he took part. He 


_ received his discharge on the 4th of July, 1S84. 


and was mustered out at Harrisburg, but soon af- 


ter re-enlisted in the service, joining the Ninety- 


eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, and was 


| sent to the front after Johuston, in North Carolina. 
Kay, a native of Illinois, and the daughter of Will- | 


When the latter surrendered, he returned to Wash- 


iam and Mattie (Knowlen) McKay, the father a , ington, D. C., but was mustered out at Philadel- 
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at Pulaski, and was with Hood on his thirteen 
days’ raid, being in the battle of Franklin. After 
this battle he was in the hospital a short time, and 
was then sent to the Kansas frontier, being dis- 
charged at Fort Leavenworth. After returning 
home he resumed farming, and August 11, 1567, 
was married in Carroll County, to Miss Pearlie 
Williams, who was born. reared and educated in 
Carrol] County. Mr. Whitehorn is a carpenter by 
trade, and was engaged in house carpentering and 
railroad bridge building for a number of years. 
In the winter of 1880 he moved to Arkansas, and 
located on his present home farm consisting of 
200 aeres, about 100 of which are under cultivation. 
Besides this he owns 80 acres more. He has a 
comfortable home and substantial buildings for 


phia. After returning home he went to Warren 
County, Penn., where he was engaged in the lum- 
ber business for some time, and operated two saw- 
mills. In 1883 he sold out and came to Clay 
County, Ark., and bought eighty acres in what is 
now the village of Knobel, being occupied in 
sawing lumber for a mill company from Burling. 
ton, Iowa. There were no improvements whatever 
on his land, but Mr. Whitaker immediately erected 
a comfortable house and ont-buildings, and cleared 
about twenty-five acres, which are under cultivation. 
He has a good young orchard. He has sold con- 
siderable of his land for town lots, and during his 
residence here has taken considerable interest in 
raising the grade of stock, and in December, 15888, 


imported two registered Durham eattle, a cow and 
a bull, which are the only registered. animals in _ his stock and grain, and has an orchard consisting 
of 3,000 peach trees, 400 apple trees, and also 


many plum and cherry trees. He raises straw- 
berries in abundance. The year following his ar- 
rival here he engaged in railroading, being em- 
ployed on the construction of the ‘* Cotton Belt’’ 
Line for about thirteen months. Mr. Whitehorn is 
amember of the Agricultural Wheel and was elected 
President of the County Wheel in 1888, being the 
second man in the county to join that society af- 
ter its organization. He and wife are the parents 
of the following family: Mary Alvira, Hester Caro- 
line, Henry B., James G., George T. and Joseph B. 
H. H. Williams, manufacturer of lumber for ag- 
ricultural implements, first saw the light in Oneida 
County, N. Y., in September, 1541, being one of 
nine children, eight living, born to the marriage of 
Herbert Williams and Jane Hughes, natives of 
Wales, who came to New York State at an early 
day, where they both spent their lives; the father 
being a farmer by occupation. Their children 
who are living are: William H., Evan H., Cather- 
ine, Mary, Amos, Sarah, Hattie and Hugh H. 
The latter is the youngest of the family and was 
reared and educated in Oneida County, receiving 


Clay County. He was married. in 1866, to Miss 
Elizabeth Searl, a native of England, and an esti- 
mable lady, who died in February, 1886, having 
borne the following children: Richard, in the em- 
ploy of the Missouri Pacitic Railroad, his head- 
quarters being at Jefferson City, Mo., and Adelle, 
a young lady who manages her father’s household 
affairs. 

Elvis B. Whitehorn, a successful fruit grower 
and farmer of Clay County, Ark., was born Sep- 
tember 30, 1846, in Carroll County, Tenn., being 
a son of Jacob H., who was born in Virginia, May 
13, 1815, and grandson of George Whitehorn, 
also born in Virginia, his birth occurring October 
17, 1779. The latter moved with his family to 
Tennessee in 1829, being among the pioneers of 
Carroll County, and when the War of 1812 broke 
out he enlisted and served throughout that strug- 
gle. Jacob H. Whitehorn grew to manhood in 
Carroll County, but was married in Humphreys 
County, to Miss Keziah A. Petty, a native of Ten- 
hessee. They resided in that State, near Hunt- 
ington, until their respective deaths, and there 
reared their family. The father’s death occurred 
in 1878. Elvis B. Whitehorn remained with his 
father until about eighteen years of age and August | From early childhood he was reared to a farm life, 
4, 1864, enlisted in the Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry, which he followed until January, 1864, when he 
Company M, serving until he received his dis- went to Jacksonville, Il]., and was employed in 
charge October 7, 1865; he participated in the tight the Insane Asylum. From that time until 1876 he 


an academie as well as a common school edueation. 
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was engaged in the lumber business in Pulaski and 
Alexander Counties, and at the latter date moved to 


Seott County, Mo., locating near Morley, where 


he remained two years, since which time he has 
lived in Clay County, Ark., being a resident of 
Corning the first year. He has since been occupied 
in the lumber business in Williams, which he con- 
ducts on a very large scale, and employs on an 
average about thirty men, shipping his product 
north. In 1887 he shipped from his mill $32,000 
worth of lumber. This mill is one of the largest 
in the county, and besides he owns a large farm 
and several thousand acres of timber land. In 
September, 1888, he had a postoftice established 
at his mill, which is called Williams’ postoffice. 
Mr. Williams is wide-awake and enterprising, and 


| Mr. 


and Mrs. Williams are the parents of nine 
children: Hester, wife of Lee Wiley; Benjamin 
E., Mary F., wife of Samuel Blackshare: Elbert, 
Ada, Edwin, Lola, Lura and Alfred D. 

Wilson Bros., proprietors of the Piggott Stave 
Factories, at Piggott, Ark., are deserving of high 
tribute for the enterprise and influence which have 
contributed to the commercial success of this sec- 


tion. All manufacturing establishments of mod- 


_ ern times have embraced many features of practical 


utility, and the concern with which these brothers 
are associated is worthy of high consideration. 
They located here in the spring of 1854 and estab- 
lished at this point one stave factory, but two 


_ years’ experience was sufficient to demonstrate 


takes an interest in all movements to benefit the | 


county. He belongs to the I. O. O. F., and in 
1863 was married to Miss Kate B. Billings, a 
native of Oneida County, N. Y. 
family. 

Francis A. Williams, one of the well-to-do 
farmers and stockmen of the county, is a Carroll 
County Tennesseean, and was born January 5, 1844, 
being a son of Benjamin Williams, who was born 
in North Carolina, but was reared in Tennessee. 
In this State he was married to Hester C. Enix, a 
native of the State, and settled ona farm in Carroll 
County, where he resided until his death, in the 
summer of 1871. Francis A. Williams made his 
home in Carroll County until twenty-three years 
of age, and was married August 11, 1868, to Mrs. 
Martha Wynn, a daughter of John Foster. She 
was born and reared in Gibson County, Tenn. 
After marriage Mr. Williams made three crops in 
Carroll County, and in the fall of 1870 moved to 
Arkansas and located in Clay County, where he 
bought the tract of land where he now lives three 
years later. 


They have no 


It consists of 240 acres in one body, 
about 135 acres being cleared and improved with a 
good frame residence and out-buildings. He has 
two cotton-gins on his farm and for the past 
ten years has been engaged in ginning cotton. He 
has been a member of the Agricultural Wheel 
ever since the organization of that society in the 
county, and held some local offices in his township. 


_ecords of timber, and forty men are actively 


the need of increased capacity, and another fac- 
tory was started in the summer of 1886 two miles 
from Piggott. Even this has not proved adequate, 
and at the present time another is being pushed 
forward. Each factory has a daily capacity of ten 
oceu- 
pied in various capacities. The quality of work 
turned out is unexcelled, and the attention given 
by the proprietors to their product is a sufficient 
guarantee as to its sale. It is evident that they 
have only tried to make the merits of the work 


satisfactory to all. Charles, Cyrus F. and H. 58. 


- Wilson are Kentuckians by birth, and natives of 


Fulton County, their father now belonging to 
Hickman, of that county. Dr. H. H. Wilson was 
born, reared and edueated in Tennessee, and there 


| commenced the study of medicine, subsequently 


| Nannie 


graduating from one of the medical colleges of 
Philadelphia. Afterward he located at Hickman, 
Ky., and entered upon the successful practice of 
He was first married in Tennes- 
see to Miss Lucy Davis, of that State. after whose 
death he married again. 


his profession. 


Besides the three sons 


living there is one daughter, a resident of Ken- 


tucky. Cyrus F. Wilson 
Hickman, to which place he afterward returned 
, 1888, Mrs. Bettie Pi- 
lant, a native of Kentucky, and daughter of Judge 
Riley, of Hickman. 
Louisiana. 


grew to manhood at 


and married, February 29 
She was partially reared in 
One child was born to this union, 


Belle. 


Mrs. Wilson is a member of the 
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Presbyterian Church. H. 5S. Wilson was married 
at Martin, Tenn., March 28, 1878, to Miss Jennie 
Anderson, of Tennessee, and the daughter of Ed. 
win Anderson. They have five children: Cora, 
Lucy, Claud, Stanley and Aleck. 

John S. Wiustead, farmer and stock raiser of , 

Haywood Township, Clay County, Ark., is a native 
of North Carolina, and was born in Person Conn- 
ty May 4, 1836. His father, Seth M. Winstead, 
was also of North Carolina birth, and was there 
married to Miss Mary Winstead, daughter of John 
Winstead. The Winsteads were prominent pio- 
neers of that State. Seth Wanstead moved to 
Tennessee about 1838, settling in Weakley County, 
engaged in farming, and there reared his family. 
He died in that State in 1882. John S. Winstead 
is the second in order of birth of three sons and 
one daughter born to his parents. He attained 
his growth in Weakley County, remaining with his 
parents until twenty-three vears of age, and was 
married, in Obion County, November 18, 1860, to 
Miss Victoria Rucker, a native of Middle Tennes- 
see, and the daughter of S. W. and Eda Rucker. 
After marriage Mr. Winstead farmed in Obion 
County for a number of years, but later sold out 
and moved to Arkansas in 1872. Two years later 
he bought and settled on his present farm, which 
he has greatly improved. He has 100 acres cleared 
and sixty acres in timber, all one tract. He has 
fair buildings and a good orchard. This is a very 
desirable farm, and is located one mile due west 
of Greenway. To Mr. and Mrs. Winstead were 
born these children: Erasmus, Charles, William 
Samuel, Minnie Ballard, John, Zachariah T. and 
Victoria. They lost one daughter, Emma, who 
grew up, was married, and died in February, 1SS8, 
leaving one child. Mr. and Mrs. Winstead are 
members of the Christian Church, and Mr. Win- 
stead belongs to the Agricultural Wheel. 

Louis M. Wolf, of the firm of Long & Wolf, 
merchants, of Greenway, Clay County, Ark., was 
born in the city of St. Louis October 12, 1863, and 
is a son of Raphael Wolf, who was born and reared 
in Germany. After reaching manhood he emi- 
grated to the United States, and was married, in 
St. Louis, Mo., to Miss Minnie Schoen, also a na- 


tive of Germany. He was a stock dealer, trader 
and merchant in St. Louis until his death, in 1871. 
Louis M. Wolf remained in St. Louis until he was 
eight vears of age, and was then sent to Cleveland, 
Ohio, and was educated in a Jewish college of 
that city. After completing his studies, at the 
end of seven years, he returned to St. Louis and 
was engaged in clerking there for a short time, 
going thence to Topeka, Kas., and later to Missouri. 
After clerking in Malden, Mo., for J. S. Levi & 
Co., for a number of years, he, in April, 18S7, 
came to Arkansas and located at Greenway, where 
he bought property and built a business house, 
and in connection with Louis Long, of St. Louis, 
Mo., conducts a general mercantile establishment, 
their stock of goods being large and well selected, 
and their annual sales amounting to $2,500. 9 Mr. 
Wolf is an enterprising young business man, and 
is doing a prosperous business. He is also a mem- 
ber of the K. of P., and is connected with the 
Hebrew Synagogue. His mother is residing with 
and keeping house for him. 

C. W. Woodall. Among the planters and stock 
dealers of Kilgore Township, Clay County, Ark., 
who have attained the highest round in the ladder 
of success, and are counted among its worthy and 
honored citizens, may be mentioned Mr. Woodall, 
who was born in Marshall County, of the ‘* Blue- 
grass State,’ in 1545, being the second of eleven 
children born to the marriage of Roland Woodall 
and Nancy Drennon, natives, respectively. of North 
Carolina and Springtield, Ill. The father was 
taken to Kentucky by his parents when three years 
of age, and was there reared and educated, and 


He was an extensive planter, and 


spent his days. 
owned a large farm of 500 acres, successfully 
managing it until his death, which occurred in 
1864, and throughout life he was an active politi- 
cian. His estimable wife survived him many years 
and died in 1856, at the age of sixty-nine years. 
Her father was one of the first settlers of Marshall 
County, Ky.. and was the first one buried in the 
family cemetery in that county. C. W. Woodall, 
whose name heads this sketch, was reared on his 
father’s plantation and educated in the schools of 
his native State, but in 1863 left school, and August 
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29 of that year went to Paducah, Ky., where he 
enlisted in Company A, Fifteenth Kentucky Cav- 
alry, for three years, and afterward participated in 
the battles of Spring Creek, Murfreesboro, and 
several skirmishes, serving as orderly for Maj. W. 
W. Waller. He served until the close of the war, 
and after receiving his discharge at Paducah, Ky., 
returned home and engaged in farming, and was 
married here on the 29th of August, 1567, to C. A. 
Brazell, a native of Kentucky, by whom he is the 
father of five children: Mary A., wife of J. Dud- 
geon; Sarah Elizabeth, Ida Belle, Amy and Nora 
Arlena. After his marriage Mr. Woodall purchased 
a plantation in Kentucky, on which he resided until 
1871, when he came to Clay County, Ark., and set- 
tled on the plantation which he now occupies. 
November 12, 1872, he bought 120 acres of raw 
land, which he has since improved and added to 
until he now has 467 acres in the home plantation, 
and besides this property has forty-one and a half 
acres at Corning, and his old farm in Kentucky, 
besides selling 300 acres. On an average he de- 
votes 100 acres to cotton raising and about the 
same to corn, and the greater portion of the re- 
mainder of his land is given to stock, of which he 
is the heaviest buyer as well as raiser in Clay 
County. He stall-feeds about sixty head of cattle 
each year and from fifty to seventy-five hogs, be- 
sides what he buys and ships. His property is 
nicely improved by a good house and barns and a 
fine apple and peach orchard. He has always 
taken great interest in enterprises tending to bene- 
fit the county, and has given much attention to 
school matters and to the church. He is an ad- 
mirer of the Jeffersonian system and supports the 
Democratic party, and has served on the United 
States grand jury two terms, and the county grand 
jury nearly every year. Socially he belongs to 
Orient Lodge No. 297, at Corning, Ark.; I. O. 
O. F. Lodge No. 78, and he and wife belong to 
the Eastern Star Lodge at Reno. Mrs. Woodall’s 
parents, Pleasant and Mary Jane (Hunt) Brazell, 
were born in North Carolina and Virginia, respect- 
ively, but removed with their parents to Kentucky 
at a very early day, where they were reared, mar. 
ried, and spent the remainder of their days. 
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William Wynn. In giving a history of the 
prominent citizens of Clay County, Ark., the bio- 
graphical department of this work would be in- 
complete without mentioning the gentleman whose 
name heads this sketch, for he is deservedly ranked 
among its prominent planters and stock dealers. 
His birth occurred in West Tennessee in 1887, 
being the fifth of thirteen children born to W. J. 
and Mary (Barker) Wynn, who were natives of the 
“*Old North State’’ 
W. J. Wynn became an early resident of Tennes- 
see and eventually acquired considerable wealth, 
owning some 1,500 acres of land, and he and wife 
are now residents of Tiptonville. William Wynn 
while young aided his father on the plantation, re- 
ceiving his education in the district schools and 
the schools of Tiptonville. In Oetober, 1585, he 
was married in Benton County to Miss Arabelle 
Walker, a native of Tennessee, and soon after this 
settled on his farm in Clay County, Ark., which 
he had purchased in 1SS4. It then comprised 
160 acres of land, but since locating he has 


and Tennessee, respectively. 


greatly improved and increased his property until 
he is now the owner of 695 acres. in Kilgore and 
Carpenter Townships. He has cleared about 200 
acres and has {00 under cultivation. He puts in 
annually 150 acres of cotton, and devotes the rest 
to the cereals and to the pasturage of a large 
number of cattle, horses, and mules, in which he 
is an extensive dealer. He has the largest amount 
of land in a tillable condition of any one in Kil- 
gore Township, and has done his full share in de- 
veloping and furthering the interests of Clay 
County, being especially concerned in the cause of 
education, to which he gives his liberal support. 
He has never been a very active politician, but 
has always given his intluence to the Democratic 
In March, 1888, he lost his excellent wife, 
Thomas Will- 


Was 


party. 
who had borne him two children: 
iam and John Henry. and he afterward 
wedded in Clay County in September, 1SSS, to 
Mrs. Margaret (Allen) Toms, who was born in 
Kentucky, and is a daughter of Daniel Allen. 
The father was also a Kentuckian, but in ISSO be- 
came 


a resident of Carpenter Township, Clay 


County, Ark., where he and wife are living at the 
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present time, being worthy and successfui tillers 
of the soil, Mr. Wynn is a member of the Agri- 
cultural Wheel, and during his short residence in 
the county, he has become well known for his intel- 
ligence, enterprise, and liberality, not only in a 
business way, but socially, and commands the re- 
spect. confidence and esteem of all who know him. 
William L. Yancey, another prominent farmer 
and stock raiser of Oak Bluff Township, and son 
of Robert and Parthena Yancey, was born in Fay- 
ette County, Tenn.. September 22, 1837. Rob- 
ert Yancey was born in Mecklenburg County, 
Va., grew to manhood there, and was there mar- 
ried to Parthena Yancey, who was also a native of 
Virginia. After marriage they moved to Tennes- 
see, settling in Fayette County, and here the father 
followed farming and reared his family. He died 
in 1849, and his widow in 1865. In their family 
were two sons and one daughter, all of whom grew 
to mature years. Both brothers grew up in Fay- 
ette County, Tenn., and both served in the Con- 
federate army. William L. enlisted, in March, 
1862, in Col. Jackson’s cavalry regiment, com- 
manded by Gen. Forrest, and served until the 
final surrender. He was paroled at Gainesville, 
Ala., in 1865, and was a participant in the follow- 
ing battles: Jackson, Miss., Holly Springs, Miss.. 
Guntown, Miss., Nashville and Franklin, Tenn., 
and was ina number of minor engagements. After 
the war he returned to Tennessee, farmed in Fay- 
ette County for two years, and then moved to Ar- 
kansas in the fall of 1866, where he remained for 
one year, when he bought the place where he 
now resides, five acres being cleared. He is the 
owner of 240 acres, all in one tract, 180 acres 
cleared and one-half bottom and very rich land. 
He has good buildings on his farm, five acres of 
bearing orchard and tive acres in young orchard. 
Mr. Yancey has been three times married; first, in 
1859, September 22, to Miss Susan Bradsher, a 
native of North Carolina, and five children were 
born to this union, four now living. Mrs. Yancey 
died in Arkansas, and Mr. Yancey took for his 
second wife Miss Jane Wooten, a native of Arkan- 
sas, reared in Greene County. She died in Au- 
Mr. Yancey married 


gust, 1877, leaving one son. 





his present wife, Mrs. Martha Virginia Owen, 
in January, 1878. She was born in Tennessee, 
and is the daughter of Rev. A. M. Pickens, a minis- 
ter in the Presbyterian Church. Mrs. Yancey had 
one daughter by her former marriage, Edgeworth, 
wife of Matthew Thomas, and Mr. Yancey’s chil- 
dren are named as follows: Sarah P., wife of 
James Wooten; Willie Ann, deceased; Mary E., 
wife of John Wamble; Robert J. and James, by 
his first wife, and Stephen H. by his second wife. 
Mr. Yancey and wife are members of the Method- 
ist Protestant Church. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, Dannelley Lodge No. 300, also 
belonging to Evergreen Lodge No. 66, I. O. O. F. 
Yates, merchant, emigrated to 
Going from Weak- 


Bustamente 
Greene County, Ark., in 1876. 
ley County, Tenn., to Texas. he remained three 
years engaged in the photograph business, that be- 
ing his profession. and while in that State was quite 
successful financially. Mr. Yates was born in 
Henry County, Teun., February 15, 1844, and 
when small came with his parents to Weakley 
County, of the same State. He is the ‘son of 
Joseph M. and Ann W. (Davis) Yates, and grand- 
son of Lloyd Yates, who lived to be one hundred 
and four years of age, and never had an ailment 
until his death. He was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary War. Joseph Yates was born in North 
Carolina, and is now living four miles from Rec- 
tor, in his eightieth year, and is hale and hearty. 
He is of Irish descent. During his trip to this 
country from North Carolina he was taken with 
measles, and was unconscious for seven days, sub- 
ject to the severe weather, snow, ete., during that 
time. While in North Carolina he was planter and 
overseer, having charge of a large number of 
negroes. Ann W. (Davis) Yates, was also born in 
North Carolina, probably Orange County, but was 
married after going to Tennessee, in Obion County. 
She was the mother of eleven children, nine now 
living: Lavinia V., Bustamente H., Roan, Cazelia 
F., Dalphin W., Lanora M., John ©., William H. 
DeWitt and an infant are deceased. 
Grand- 


and Emma. 
The mother of these children is still living. 
father Davis was from Orange County, N. C., and 


He was 


emigrated to Tennessee many years ago. 
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a farmer by occupation, and followed this industry 
in Ternessee until his death. Grandmother Davis 
was also from Orange County, N. C., and died a 
number of years ago ip Tennessee. She was prob- 
ably of German descent. Bustamente Yates was 
principally reared on a farm in Tennessee, and re- 
ceived a common schooleducation. After crowing 
up he went to Dresden, Tenn., and clerked for 
some time, after which he engaged in merchan- 
dising until coming to Arkansas, thirteen years ago. 
Since then he has been interested in many differ- 
ent pursuits, and is now in the mercantile business, 
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being occupied also in the liquor trade, and is the 
owner of considerable property. In 1877 Mr. 
Yates was married to Miss Sarah L. Eason, daugh- 
ter of Alfred and Emily E. Eason, both natives of 
Virginia, but reared in Tennessee, where their 
daughter was born. Mr. and Mrs. Yates are the 
parents of six children, four now living: Robert 
H., George, Joseph and Annie L. 


Rose and an 
infant are deceased. Mr. 


Yates is not active in 
polities, but affiliates with the Democratic party. 
He is a member of the I. O. O. F., and alsoa 
member of the Masonic fraternity. 
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FULTON CountTy—ITS FORMATION, ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS—ITS CAPITAL AND BUiLDINGS—POLIT- 


ICAI. RECORD—THE BENCH AND BAR—SITUATION OF THE COUNTY—IMPORTANT STATISTICS FOR 


THE INSTRUCTION OF IMMIGRANTS—REAL AND PERSONAL TAXATION—AGGREGATE POPU- 


LATION—-EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS ADVANCEMENT--SELECTED FAMILY 
RECORDS—THE GREAT REBELLION--MUNICIPAL ORGANIZATIONS. 


O, the pleasant days of old, which so often people praise! 

True, they wanted all the luxuries that grace our modern days: 

Bare floors were strewed with rushes, the walls let in the cold: 

O, how they must have shivered in those pleasant days of old.—Brown. 


ized in 1843, in accordance 
with an act of the General 
Assembly of the State ap- 
proved December 21, 1842. 

The first officers under the 
“82 organization head the list 
of county ofiicers following 
in this work. The territory com- 
posing the county formerly belonged 
to Izard, and was originally a por- 
tion of the old county of Lawrence. 
In 1855 a part of Fulton County was 
set off to Marion, anda part of Law- 
. rence was attached to it. In 1873 
territory from Fulton was taken off in the forma- 
tion of Baxter County. 

Soon after the county was organized, the site 
of the present town of Salem was selected for the 
seat of justice, where it has ever since remained. 
A log court house containing one room was soon 
After being used 






erected on the public square. 
for a number of vears it was replaced with a larger 
log structure containing a court-room aud clerk’s 


office. This building, together with all of Salem 





except one log cabin, was consumed by fire during 
the Civil War. The fire was supposed to have 
been the work of a marauding party. Afterwards 


_ another log court-house was erected and stood 


until the fall of 1870, when it, together with all 
records saved to that time, was also consumed by 
fire. After that time, the present court house, 2 
medium-sized, two-story frame structure, with 
hall and offices on the first floor and the court- 
room on the second, was erected. t stands ip the 
center of the large public square: and the jail, a 
wooden building, the walls of which are made of 
planks lying flatwise—one upon another and se- 
eurely spiked together—is located in the southwest 
corner of the square. 

The following is a list of the names of county 
officers, and dates of term of service, from the or- 
ganization of the county to the present writing: 

Judges: E. C. Hunter, 1843-46; John Plum- 
lee, 1846-48; S. Billingsley, 1848-50; L. Bowling, 
1850-54; R. L. Brantley, 1854-56; S. Billingsley, 
1856-58; E. C. Hunter. 1858-60; L. Bowling, 
1860-62; W. R. Chestnut, 1862-64; J. D. Isham. 
1864-66; W. R. Chestnut, 1866-68; H. 

1868-70; J. W. Ball, 1870 
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HISTORY 


OF ARKANSAS. 





1872-74; T. J. Cunningham, 1874-80; S. H. 
White, 1880-82; R. E. Richardson, 1882-84; T. N. 
Chestnut, present incumbent, first elected in 1SS4. 

Clerks: Isaac King, 1843-52; W. M. Bennett, 
1852-54; J. A. Simpson, 1854-56; J. C. Todd, 
1856-58; S. W. Davis, 1858-62; T. N. -Estes, 
1862-64; J. P. Cochran, 1864-68; Wiley King, 
1868-71; A. R. Brantley, 1871-72; W. P. Rhea, 
1872-82; L. P. Kay, 1882-80; H. F. Northcutt, 
present incumbent, first elected in 1SS6. 

Sheriffs: F. Tolbert, 1843-44; Daniel Beck, 
1844-46; C. EE. Simmons, 1846-48; S. H. Tolbert, 
1848-50; N. L. Barker, 1850-54; R. Benton, 
1854-56; L. D. Bryant, 1856-58; T. Martin, 
1858-60; L. D. Bryant, 1860-62; E. O. Wolf, 
1862-64; M. V. Shaver, 1864-66; E. O. Wolf, 
1866-68; W. E. Spear, 1868-72; W. T. Livingston, 
1872-74; B. R. P. Todd, 1874-76; W. T. Living- 
ston, 1876-80; D. P. Tunstall, 1SSO-82; W. T. 
Livingston, 1882-84: D. P. Tunstall, 1884-86; 
W. T. Livingston, 1886-88; A. F. Basham, 1888, 
present incumbent. 

Treasurers: D. Hubble, 1843-44; W. Falken- 
berry, 1844-60; J. Montgomery, 1860-64; S. Bil- 
lingsley, 1864-66; J. M. Archer, 1866-68; J. 
Andrews, 1868-70; T. Chestnut, 1872-74; E. D. 
Hays, 1874-76; T. W. Chestnut, 1876-84; S. P. 
Welden, present incumbent, first elected in 1884. 

Surveyors: B. Archer, 1843-46; H. Long, 
1846-50; W. E. Davis, 1850-52; J. O. Brown, 
1852-58; J. T. Livingston, 185$-60; S. H. Tol- 
bert, 1860-62; M. F. Billingsley, 1862-64; S. 
Vanatta, 1864-68; William Raines, 1868-72; S. 
H. White, 1872-76: C. C. Torrence, 1876-80; 
William Anderson, 1SSO-S2; W. C. Anderson, 
1882-84; C. C. Torrence. 1884-88; C. C. Davis, 
1888, present incumbent. 

Assessors: J. W. Kennedy, 1864-66; W. H. 
H. Orr, 1866-68; J. W. Cleghorn, 1868-72; J. 
M. Archer, 1872-74; A. L. Pearson, 1874-76; S. 
H. White, 1876-80; M. T. Price, 1SSO0-82; C. C. 
Torrence, 1882-84; W. C. Anderson, 1884-86; T. 
H. Hammond, present incumbent, first elected in 
1886. 

Representatives in constitutional conventions: 
| 1861, S. W. Cochran and George C. Watkins; 











1868S, William A. Wyatt; 1874, Edwin R. Lucas. 


/ justice, and before the first court-honse was con- 





At the September election in 1888 the number 
of votes cast in Fulton County, for the candidates 
for governor, were as follows: James P. Fagle, 
Democrat, 1,011; C. M. Norwood, opposition, 612. 
At the presidential election in November, 1588, 
the number of votes cast within the county for the 
several candidates were as follows: Cleveland, Dem- 
ocrat, 873; Harrison, Republican, 272; Streeter, 
Union Labor, 195; Fisk, Prohibition, 29. 

Just when, or in what particular house the 
sessions of the county and probate courts were held 
prior to the selection of the site for the seat of 


structed, can not now be given, for the reason that 
all records of the county prior to the fall of 1870 
have been destroyed. 
that they were held in Salem very soon after the 
county was organized. 


It is presumed, however, 


The regular sessions of the 
county court now begin on the first Mondays of 
January. April, July and October of each year, and 
of the probate court onthe first Mondays of March, 
June, September and December. 

The Fulton circuit court belongs to the Four- 
teenth judicial district, and its regular sessions 
begin on the fourth Mondays of March and Sep- 
tember of each year. 

The legal bar of Fulton County is composed 
of the following named attorneys: OC. A. Phillips, 
B. H. Castleberry, J. L. Short, R. B. Maxey and 
J. M. Burrow. 

Fulton, like all sections of country, has, to 
some extent, been afflicted with criminals. A few 
murders have been committed, but no legal execn- 
tions of the offenders have taken place. They 
have, however, been punished with terms of ser- 
vice in the penitentiary. Society is now well 
regulated, and the safety of persons and property 
is secured. 

The county of Fulton, located in Northeast 
Arkansas, on the southern slope of the Ozark 
Mountain Range, is bounded north by Ozark, How- 
ell and Oregon Counties in Missouri, east by Sharp 
County, Ark., sonth by Sharp and Izard Coun- 
ties, and west by Baxter County, and has an area 
of 600 square miles, with only about one tenth of 
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FULTON COUNTY. 261 | 








cultivation, and on the tops of the ridges are 
found a number of comparatively level tracts. 
Valley lands abound along the larger streams. 
The south central and southwestern portion of the 
county is not so hilly and broken as elsewhere, 


it improved. Its boundary lines are as follows: 
Begioning on the State line between Arkansas 
and Missouri, where it crosses the line between 
Ranges 4 and 5 west of the Fifth Principal 


Meridian; thence south on the range line to the 
line dividing Townships 19 and 20 north; thence and in this and in the valleys of the streams the 


west on the township line to the line between best farms are found. In the extreme southwest- 
Ranges 5 and 6 west; thence south on the range ern portion, where pine timber abounds, the soil 
line to the line dividing Townships 18 and 19 is thin and sandy. On Myatt’s Creek and South 
north; thence west on the township line to the Fork the soil is a black sandy loam, while on 
middle of Range 11, west; thence north on section Spring River it is mostly a clay soil. On Straw- 
lines to the north line of the State; thence east berry the soil is called a ‘‘mulatto soil,’’ and is 
on the State line to the place of beginning. that kind best adapted to the raising of cotton. 

Spring River is formed by the Mammoth Spring It is a loamy clay, composed largely also of veg- 
at the town of Mammoth Spring, at the State line, etable mould. The soil of the uplands consists 
about three miles west of the northeast corner of principally of clay and vegetable mould, and in 


the county, and flows in a southerly direction 
Myatt’s Creek rises however, is small and loose upon the surface, and 
: easily removed. Lead and zine have been dis- 

covered in different places within the county, but 


many places is exceedingly stony. The stone, 


across its eastern portion. 
near the center of the northern boundary of the 
county and flows southeasterly and empties into 


Spring River in the east central part. South Fork no mines have been opened. 
The first land entries date from 1836, but 


not many were made prior to 1850. During the 
south and east to its junction with Spring River 50’s more entries are noticed than at any other 
in Township 19 north, Range 5 west. Straw- period of similar length. Large tracts of land are 
berry River and the tributaries forming it rise in owned by non-residents. Many of the citizens 
the south central portion of the county—the river have made homestead entries, and many have al- 


itself flowing in a southeasterly direction. The ready ‘*proved up’’ and secured their titles. 
There are thousands of acres of Government lands 


in each of several Congressional districts yet sub- 


enters the county from Missouri a little west of 
the middle of the northern boundary, and flows 


creeks in the extreme western division of the county 
flow in a southwesterly direction and partially 
form the Big North Fork of White River. The ject to homestead entry, and to the home-seeker 
who desires to secure a home under the homestead 


laws, this county presents many advantages over 
those of the cold, bleak and barren regions of the 


streams above named, together with their tribu- 
taries, furnish excellent drainage for the entire 
county, and on the larger ones there are many 
Numerous pure mountain springs | West and Northwest. 

The timber of the valley lands consists of wal- 
nut, sycamore, burr, white and **sour’” oak, lin- 
den, ash, hickory, sweet and black gum, cotton- 


good mill sites. 
abound everywhere, the most noted of which are 
Mammoth Spring, at the head of Spring River, 
and Sharp's Spring, in the southern part of the 
county. Good well water can be obtained at an wood, box-elder, ete. On the uplands black jack, 
average depth of thirty feet, and many wells are in post, black and white oak and hickory abound. 
These sources furnish an The best saw-timber is found in the valleys. Good 
pine timber is also abundant in the extreme south- 
western portion of this territory. The timber has 


use, as are also cisterns. 
abundant supply of water for all purposes. 
The entire surface of the county is more or 





not been shipped out of the county to any consid- 


less hilly and mountainous, though the knobs and 
A few saw-mills are in operation, 


ridges do not reach to any considerable height. erable extent. 
. . ale | . . . 
Many of tbe hill sides are sufficiently level for all of which are doing good business. 
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262 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. | 
| 
The principal resources of the county, as now | making a total of $407,022. The total taxes 
developed, and the principal vegetable productions | charged thereon for all purposes amounted to 
are corn and cotton. According to the United $7,008. 
States census of 1880, there were within the | The taxable wealth of the county in 188%, as 
county 866 farms and 24,629 acres of improved | shown by the assessment rolls, is as follows: Real 
land, and from these the vegetable productions of | estate, $617,821; personal property, 3519371, 
‘the previous year were as follows: Indian corn, | making a total of $1,139,192; and the total taxes 
299,930 bushels; oats. 20,827 bushels; wheat, charged for all purposes is $17,150.92. Thus it 
10,924 bushels; hay, 166 tons: cotton, 2,438 is seen that from 1SSO to 1888, the taxable wealth 
bales; Irish potatoes, 95 bushels; sweet potatoes, of the county nearly trebled. The assessment of 
681 bushels; tobacco, 3,400 pounds. Thus it will 1889 will undoubtedly show it more than trebled. 
be seen that corn and cotton were extensively raised, _ These figures prove that the county's resources are 
while but little attention was given to the growing being rapidly developed. 
of other crops. The soil is well adapted to the The aggregate population of the county at the 
development of all kinds of vegetables named, and — end of the several census decades has been as fol- 
the tame grasses and clover. Clover, timothy and lows: 1880, 1,819; 1860, 4,024; 1870, 4,848; 1880, 
herds grass (red top) have recently been introduced, 6,720. The colored population was, in 1860, SS; 
but have not been raised to any considerable ex- | 1870, 85, and in 1880, only 36. 
tent. The reason for this is the liberal range | The only railroad here is the Kansas City, Fort 
upon which the stock lives and fattens, requiring | Scott & Memphis, which was completed in 1883. 
only a little feed through the short winters. The It enters the county, from Missouri, at Mammoth 
number of live stock within the county, as shown | Spring, and runs thence in a southerly direction 
by the census of 1580, was as follows: Horses, across its territory for between thirteen and four- 
1,615; mules and asses, 567; neat cattle, 5,934; teen miles. It was assessed for taxation in 1888 
sheep, 4,189; hogs, 16,427. The number assessed ' at $141,765. It has been and will continue to be 
for taxation in 1SSS is as follows: Horses, 2,471: | of great advantage to the county. 
mules and asses, 891; neat cattle, 12,426; sheep, | Prior to the actual settlement of the section 
5,764; hogs, 16,483. The apparent small increase now composing Fulton County, it was oeeupied by 
in the number of hogs is attributable to the fact a few adventurous and migratory hunters who sub- 
that the number given by the census of 1850 in- | sisted upon wild game, wild honey, berries and other 
cludes all slaughtered and sold during the previous articles of food that they sometimes procured by 
year, while the number given in 1888 includes only | returning to the frontier settlements and stealing. 
those on hand when assessed. The real increase This class did not long remain after the permanent 
of hogs must have been enormous. Fulton County settlement began, which, according to best infor- 
is excellent for stock raising, the climate being mation, took place during the 20's and early in the 
mild, the water supply good, and the range for 30’s. Among the early settlers that may now be men- 
pasturage extensive. It is also well adapted tothe | tioned were G. W. Archer and his family, consist- 
cultivation of all kinds of fruit common in this lati- | ing of nine sons and three daughters, who settled 
tude; but fruit growing has not been very largely on South Fork, four miles east of Salem, and Daniel 
followed, at least not for shipping purposes. It , Hubble, William Wells, Moses Brannon, Mr. Cobb, 
could be made a very profitable industry, and the the Barkers, John Nichols, the Hatons and the Lew- 
opportunity is here for all who may wish to en- | ises, all of whom located with their families on 
gage in it. | South Fork. ‘* Tilt’? Hubble settled on the Nes- 
According to the United States census of 1880 bit place, four miles south of Salem, and Moses 
the assessed value of real estate in Fulton County Steward in the same neighborhood. It is said of 
was $201,186, and of personal property, $205,836, | the latter that he raised a family there without any 
(Sree —_—> 
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FULTON COUNTY. 








beds except beds of leaves. Enos C. Hunter, the 
first judge of the county court, took up his resi- 
dence in 1840 on Indian Camp, six miles east of 
Salem. Milton Yarberry settled eight miles north- 
west of Salem, near the State line. A Mr. Mor. 
rison located on the site of Salem, and John C. 
Claiborne near that place. John D. Isenhour, 
Ferd. and Daniel Shaver, Dr. A. Cantrell aud Sam- 
uel W. Cochran were pioneers near the present 
town of Union. 

A few Indians remained here until after the 
settlement began, and it is related by surviving old 
residents that one of the pioneers, whose name, for 
the sake of his descendants, shall not be revealed, 


stole a pony from the Indians, for which offense _ 


the Indians caught and punished him in a novel 
manner. Placing him astride of a pony, they tied 
his feet together under its body, with his hands 
behind him, attached a halter around his neck and 
the other end of it toatree, then removed the bridle 
from the pony and quietly left him to his fate. 
As the pony began to graze, the halter became 
stretched, and the man was about choking to death 
just as a party of his friends arrived and by free- 
ing him saved his life. 

The early settlers suffered many hardships and 
privations. They wore their own homespun cloth- 
ing, and upon attending preaching service in a pri- 
vate house or in ‘‘ God’s sirst temples, the groves,”’ 
the rich, as they were called, wore moccasins on 
their feet, while the poor went barefooted. 

In this county the cause of education has been 
greatly benefitted by the stanch public sentiment 
in its favor. About the year 1850 a subscription 
school lasting only a few weeks was taught in 
Salem. This it is believed was the tirst school 
taught here, and only a few others were in exist- 
ence until the free school system was established, 
after the close of the Civil War. The old citizens 
of the county—those who were children when the 
settlements began, or were born soon afterward, 
never had an opportunity to attend school, but 
grew to manhood with such education as they could 
acquire at home. The following statistics, taken 
from the report of the State superintendent of 
public instruction for the year ending June 30, 


1888, indicates the advancement made in the pub- 
lic schools of the county: Scholastic popula- 
tion—white 3,560, colored 32, total 3,592; number 
of pupils taught in the public schools—white, 
1,647; colored, 16; total, 1,663; number of school 


districts, 69; number reporting enrollment in the 
schools, 48; number of teachers employed—ainales, 
20; females, 18; total, 38; average monthly salar- 
ies paid teachers—first grade, males, 534; females, 


$27; second grade, males, $24.75; females, none; 
third grade, males, $26; females, $20; amount of 
revenue expended for the support of the schools, 
$6,208.51. These figures show by comparison 
that of the scholastic population less than one-half 
were enrolled in the public schools; but the figures 
do not include the pupils of schools where the di- 
rectors failed to make reports. The wages paid 
teachers are much less than in many other coun- 
ties. County Examiner S. H. White said in his 
report to the State superintendent for 1888: ‘‘ The 


_ public schools have no opposition in this county at 


this time, and the tax books show that thirty-nine 
of the districts voted a tax last year ranging from 
two and one-half to five mills.”’ 

In addition to the public schools there are two 
well sustained academies in the county, the Salem 
Academy and the County Line Academy, the lat- 
ter in the northwest corner. 

Of the 
Methodists and Baptists were the pioneer workers 
hereabouts. About 1840, the former had preach- 
ing at the Hubble place, three miles north of the 
present site of Salem, and a little later the latter 
held services at Indian Camp, some six miles east 
of Salem., Churches then began to be organized, 
but the few that were formed prior to the war pe- 


several religious denominations, the 


riod became disorganized during that time. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, now 
embraces one circuit and three missions. Salem 
circuit contains seven appointments, with an ag- 
gregate membership of 394, including three local 
Rev. J. S. Watson is the pastor in 
Viola 
six appointments, with a total membership of 233, 


Rev. R. D. Moon is 


Mammoth Spring Mission has 


preachers. 
charge at this writing. Mission includes 
including six local preachers. 
the present pastor. 
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three appointments, whose membership has reached | 


forty-five. Rev. J. F. Troy is present pastor. 
State Line Mission has seven appointments, with 
an aggregate membership of 157. The present 
pastor is Rev. J. R. Edwards. These all belong 
to the Batesville district of the White River con- 
ference, from the minutes of which the statistics 
have been taken. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church embraces 
within the county the whole of one and a portion 
of another circuit. Viola Circuit contains six ap- 
pointments, with an aggregate membership of 105. 
Wild Cherry Circuit has two appointments in the 
county— Wild Cherry and Gum Springs—the two 
having a membership of about 125. Rev. J. W. 
Slusher is pastor. Viola Circuit has no pastor at 
this writing. These churches belong to the Harri- 
son district of Arkansas conference, of which Rev. 
W. C. Evans is presiding elder. There are a few 
organizations in the county of Methodist Protes- 
tants. 

Of the Missionary Baptist Church there are the 
following organizations: Mount Zion, at Union, 
Lilerty Hill, Little Strawberry, Enterprise, Gum 
Springs, Shady Grove, Mount Vernon, Salem, 
Viola, Oak Grove and Shiloh, with an estimated 
aggregate membership of 443. These organiza- 
tions all belong to Big Creek association of Mis- 
sionary Baptists. There are not less than eleven 
Christian Church organizations scattered though- 
out the county, having an aggregate membership 
of about 350. At Mammoth Spring is the St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, with a membership 
of twenty-five. It was organized in November, 
1887, by Dr. Lawson, of Mississippi, and is the 
only one of that denomination in the county. Of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, there are at 
least three organizations in the county, viz: Hick- 
ory Grove, Fairview and one near Pleasant Valley. 
One Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church is 
in the county—Prosperity, four and a half miles 
southwest from Salem. It has a membership of 
Rey. J. C. McDonald, of Izard 
County, is the present pastor. All the settled por- 
tions of the county are supplied with churches and 


about forty-five. 


school-houses. 


At the outbreak of the Civil War nearly all the 
citizens of Fulton County were in favor of estab- 
lishing the Southern Confederacy. A very few 
who remained loyal to the Union departed to the 
North. Several companies of soldiers, commanded 
respectively by Capts. M. V. Shaver, Harry Tracy, 
L. D. Bryant and others, were raised within the 


_ county and served in the Confederate army during 


In the early part of that period a skirmish 
took place on the Simmons farm in the northern 
part between a battalion of Confederate and a bat- 
talion of Federal troops, on which occasion the lat- 
ter were routed, with a loss of six killed and a few 
wounded. The Confederates lost but one killed. 
Another skirmish occurred toward the close of 
the war, on Little Strawberry Creek, about four 
miles south of Salem, between a battalion of Clay- 
ton’s command of Federal troops and a battalion 
of Confederate troops, under Col. Cloud, on which 
occasion the latter were completely routed. There 
These were the 
only engagements worthy of mention within the 


the war. 


was a small loss on each side. 


county between the contending forces, but scout- 
ing and marauding parties frequently scoured the 
country, killing individuals and taking or destroy- 
ed much property. The county was over-run and 
laid waste, and before the war closed it was almost 
deserted. There was no Lushwhacking among its 
citizens. 

Towns and villages of commercial importance 
bave sprung up here and there, forming necessary 
trading points for the surrounding country. 

Afton, a station of the Kansas City, Fort Scott 
& Memphis Railroad, tive miles south of Mam- 
moth Spring, contains a depot, store, hotel and 
saw-mill. 

Camp is seven miles northeast of Salem. Here 
are a store, grocery, grist-mill and cotton-gin. 

Elizabeth, eighteen miles southwest of Salem, 
has a general store, drug store and a cotton-gin, 
with three saw-mills in the near vicinity. 

Mitchell, fifteen miles southwest of Salem, has 
one geueral store. 

Myatt, in the northeastern part of the county, 
has one store, grist-mill and cotton gin. 

Mammoth Spring is located on the Kansas 
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City, Fort Seott & Memphis Railroad, at the fa- 
mous spring of that name. The old town, con- 
taining a small cluster of houses and a saloon, on 
the Missouri side of the State line, located at the 
Harry Tunstall Spring, about half a mile west of 
the big spring, was established many years ago, 
but the new town, near the big spring and the rail- 
road, has been almost wholly constructed since the 
completion of the railroad, in 1853. It now con- 
tains three general stores, three groceries, two 
drug stores, a hardware and furniture store, a jew- 
elry and a millinery store, three hotels, two res- 
taurants, a livery stable, a weekly newspaper, two 
real estate offices, a building and loan association, 
a lumber yard, a fish farm, the Calumet Cotton 


Factory, two church edifices, a large brick school- 


house. a complement of mechanics’ shops, a lodge 


each of Masons, Odd Fellows and Knights of 
Pythias, ete., ete.. and a population of about S00. 
The town is ‘‘ booming,’’ the immigration is rapid 
and the population will soon double and treble. 
The place is designed by nature for a health and 
summer resort, and is being fitted up for that pur- 
pose. A commodious hotel. commanding splendid 
views, recently under construction, is now com- 
pleted, and is especially adapted for the accommo- 
dation of health and pleasure seekers. The Mam- 
moth Spring Monitor, a Democratic newspaper, is 
published weekly by its proprietors, Culp & Dead- 
erick. It is now in its second volume, and is well 
supported, as its ably written columns and sub- 
stantial local matter deserve. 

The great spring from which the river flows is 
about 180 feet in diameter, but the Mammoth 
Spring Improvement Company have constructed a 
huge dam across the river at a proper distance 
below the spring, thus forming a reservoir, com- 
pletely submerging the spring and containing an 
area of eighteen acres. The sheet of water that 
flows over the dam is 107 feet wide, the depth of fall 
is fourteen feet, and the quantity that falls is over 
$5,000 cubic feet per minute, enough to turn all 
the mills and factories that can be built 
to it. 


With the change of seasons. 


adjacent 
The supply is constant and does not vary 
with this 


great body of water, for a distance of eleven and 
17 


The river, 





three-fourth miles from below the dam has a fali 
of 134 feet. 
constructed and hundreds of mills operated. Mam- 
moth Spring and the river that flows from it form 
one of nature’s greatest wonders. The Calumet 
Cotton Factory stands by the dam mentioned. It 


In this distance many dams could be 


_is a two-story brick building, 50x250 feet in size, 


with a one-story wing attached, 40x90 feet, and at 
this writing is well supphed with looms and other 
The number of looms is about 120 
One hundred 


machinery. 
and the number of spindles 5,000. 
and fifty hands are employed and all the tiner 
grades of colored cotton goods manufactured. 
These hands and their families add much to the 
population of the place. 

Salem, the county seat, is near the geograph- 
ical center of the county. and has a beautiful site 


at the foot and south of Pilot Hill. It had its 
origin with the county’s organization. As pre- 


viously mentioned, it was destroyed during the 
Civil War. 
a drug store, grocery, school-house, ehurch, two 
hotels, the county buildings, two newspapers, ete., 
and twenty-two families. The Fulton County Ban- 
ner, published weekly at Salem, is now in its fifth 
year. Itis published by Lee Davis, is Democratic 
in politics, and has a fair circulation. The Salem 
Informer, now in its thirteenth volume, is published 
by Jesse Matthews. It advocates Republican prin- 
ciples and has for its motto, ** Whatever will ad- 

_ vance the laborer’s interest.”’ 

| South Fork, in the eastern part of the county, 

_has a general store, a drug store, flouring-mill 


It now contains two general stores, 


and cotton-gin. 

Union, ten miles south of Salem, contains a 
general store and school-house. 

Viola, in the western part of the county, con- 
tains two general stores, a drug store, flouring- 
mill, two cotton-gins, blacksmith shops, a school- 
house and Masonic hall. 

Wheeling, four miles south of Salem. has a 
grocery, a saw and grist-mill and cotton-gin, a 
ehurch and school-house. 

Wild Cherry, in the southwest portion of the 
eounty, contains two general stores, two churches, 


a grist mill and cotton-gin, blacksmith shop, a 
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HISTORY OF 


Masonic hail and Odd Fellows’ hall. At each of 
the towns and places above named there is a post- 
| Office. | 





James M. Archer, senior member of the gen- 
' eral merchandise firm of Archer.-Daniels & Co. 
' Fulton County has within her borders many men 
to whom she may point with pride; men. who, for- 
getting their own interests, have labored assidu- 
ously, bending all their efforts to one great end— 
These 
men, in braving the dangers and privations in- 
| cident to a pioneer’s life. have pressed rapidly 
forward, paving and preparing the way for the 
advantages now reaped by a younger generation. 
Such a man is James M. Archer, who was born in 
Lawrence County, Ark., June 10, 1832, and when 
but five years of age removed with his parents to 
Fulton County. He suffered the loss of his 
mother when still a mere lad, and a few years 
later his father was stricken down with paralysis, 
lingering a helpless cripple for sixteen years. 
This was a terrible blow for young Archer, as it 
robbed him of his support and reduced him to a 


their country’s advancement and welfare. 


state of destitution. It was in this trying ordeal 
that the boy showed the metal of which he was 
made. Born of asturdy line of ancestry, he inher- 
ited a vim which refused to bow under adverse cir- 
cumstances, and here were developed that deter- 
mination of purpose and untiring energy which 
has characterized his after life. He is first found 
occupying the humble position of knife rubber on 
a steamboat, which he followed for three years, 
Later he 
was engaged in labor upon a farm, receiving for 
his work the mere pittance of four dollars per 
month, which he saved for the purpose of attending 
His small amount of funds was soon ex- 


never once complaining of his hard lot. 


school. 
hausted, and he was compelled to resume his la- 
bors, and for five years more was engaged in 
various occupations. When the war broke out he 
was not long in making his decision, and, espous- 
ing the cause of the Confederacy, he organized the 
first company of Confederate troops in Marion 


County, Ark., where he was then located. He 


ARKANSAS. 


assumed the captaincy of this company, which was 
mustered into service in the Seventh Regiment 
Arkansas Infantry, and for a short time was sta- 
tioned at Pocahontas, Ark. He next joined the 
Regulars and was commissioned regimental adju- 
tant of the Fourth Cavalry, participating in many 
engagements, among which were the battles of 
Fitz Hugh’s Woods, Ironton, Boonville, Inde- 
pendence andothers. After the close of the war 
he embarked in agricultural pursuits near Salem, 
Ark., and in 1869 he engaged in business at that 
In 1887 he 


obtained control of Mammoth Spring, and at once 


town. where he remained until L882. 


devoted his attention to the general improvement 
of the place. He is now general manager and 
secretary of the Mammoth Spring Improvement 
& Water Power Company, and director of the 
Calamity Cotton Mills. In 1879 Mr. 
elected representative of Fulton County, and re- 
elected in 1881. His wife was Miss Laura Tun- 


stall, of Arkansas, a daughter of Thomas T. and 


Archer was 


Elizabeth Tunstall, early settlers of this State. 


They are members of the Methodist Episcopal! 
Church, South, and are held in the highest esteem. 
In political faith Mr. Archer is an ardent adherent 
of Democratic principles. He is also a member of 
the K. of P. 

A. F. Bassham is the present efficient sheriff 
and ex-officio collector of Fulton Connty, Ark., and 
is well-known throughout the county as a man of 
ability and honor. 
County, Tenn., January 25, 1859, and is a son of 
S. H. and Elizabeth (Ray) Bassham, who were 
born in Tennessee and Alabama, September 4, 
1829, and January 1, 1830, respectively. The 
former grew to maturity and was married in his 


He was born in Lawrence 


native State, being there engaged in the pursuit 
of farming, but after the late war, in which he 
served on the Confederate side, he emigrated to 
Arkansas, in 1874, where he followed the same ce- 
He is a 
Democrat, and he and wife are members of the Free- 
Will Baptist Church. His father, Richard Bassham, 


was anative and a farmer of Tennessee, and was 


cupation, but is now residing in Salem. 


married to a Miss Pennekuff, who died in Lawrence 


County, Tenn. In all probability the maternal 
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grandfather, Benjamin Ray, was a native of Ala- 
bama. A. F. Bassham was reared to the age of 
fourteen years in Tennessee, since which time he 
has been a resident of Fulton County, Ark. Being 
desirous of supplementing the primary education 
which he received, in the vicinity of his home, with 
a more thorough knowledge he entered the graded 
school at Mountain Home, Ark., where his career was 
marked with rapid advancement. Now thoroughly 
qualified to enter upon a professional career, he 
engaged in teaching school, and was one of the 
popular educators of Fulton County for several 
years. He gave up this work, however, to assume 
the responsible duties of his present office, to which 
he was elected September 3, 18858, by the Demo- 
cratic party, of which he has always been an active 
member. He is a Master Mason, and is secretary 
of Viola Lodge No. 399; also belonging to Salem 
Lodge No. 28, I. O. O. F. October 15, 18S1, he 
was married to Miss Allie Brown, who was born in 
1862, and by ber has an interesting little family of 
three children: Frederick, Mande and William. 
Mr. Bassham owns a good farm of 120 acres. 

W. W. Brooks, now inthe employ of the Mam- 
moth Spring Fish Farm, was originally from Troup 
County, Ga., where he was born in 1851. His 
father, Capt. Henry Brooks, was born in Jackson 
County, Ga., in 1816, and was married in Troup 
County, of the same State, to Miss Eliza Wideman, 
a native of Troup County, born in 1824. The 
mother died in 1856, and two years later Mr. 
Brooks removed to Tallapoosa County, Ala., from 
there to Pontotoc County, Miss., in 1868, and in 
1870 to Independence County, Ark., where he 
died in 1874. Dur- 
ing his entire life he followed the occupation 


He had been married twice. 


of a farmer, and was very successful in this pur 
suit. 
Company G, Fourteenth Alabama Infantry, Con- 
federate Army, and was with the Army of Virginia 
until 1862, when he resigned on account of poor 
health. He then joined Young’s company of Ala- 
bama State troops and served until the close of the 
war. He was captured at the surrender of Selma, 


During the late war he was captain of 


Ala., and paroled. He was major of the militia in 


an early day, and held the position of justice of 








the peace for a number of years. He was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity for years, and also 
belonged to the Methodist Kpiscopal Church, 
South. His father, 
Jackson County, Ga., and died in Troup County, 
of the same State. He was of English descent, 
was a member of the Baptist Church, and was a 
soldier in the early wars. The maternal grand- 
father of the subject of this sketch was a native of 
South Carolina, and died in Troup County, Ga. 
W. W. Brooks was the third of four sons born to 
his parents.- Like most of the youths of his vicin- 
ity. as he grew up he devoted his time and atten- 
tion to labors on the farm, and in the meantime re- 
ceived a fair education in the common schools. 
He began for himself at the age of twenty-one 
and went to the Lone Star State, where he went 
at braking on the railroad. Later he clerked in a 
store at Batesville for two years, and was then 
made deputy sheriff of Independence County. 


John Brooks, was born in 


After this he engaged in the milling business, rail- 
roading, and was also in the railway mail service 
for a number of years, or until in March, 188%), 
when he was employed by his present company. 
His marriage to Miss Mollie Jeffery occurred in 
1882, and two sons were the result. Mrs. Brooks 
was born in Izard County, and is the daughter of 
Daniel M. Jeffery, who was also a native of Izard 
County, where he died in 1858. 
also being a Cumberland Presbyterian minister. 
Mr. Brooks came to Fulton County, Ark., in 1880, 
lived at Salem three years, and while there was en- 
Since then he has 
resided at Mammoth Spring. He was appointed by 
President Arthur postmaster at Mammoth Spring, 
and filled this position in a satisfactory manner for 


He was a farmer, 


gaged in the milling business. 


two years. He was justice of the peace from 1884 
to 1886, and was postmaster at the same time. In 
1885 he was a member of the equalization board 
of Fulton County, appointed by Gov. Hughes. 
He was formerly amember of the I. O. O. F. He 
is an active worker in the Democratic party, and 
voted for Horace Greeley in 1872. 

Hon. S. A. Brown, ex-member of the Twenty- 
fifth General Assembly, and one of the largest land 
owners and farmers of Bennett Bayou, was born in 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





the Buckeye State, and is the son of Matthew and 
Hannah (O’ Key) Brown, natives of Ohio. They 
were married in their native State, and remained 
there unti! 1866, he engaged in farming and stock 
raising. In 1861 the elder Brown joined the United 
States troops as first lieutenant of Company D, 
Twenty-seventh Ohio Infantry, and served about 
one year, participating in the following battles: 
New Madrid, Island No. 10 and Corinth. When 
the call for 600,000 troops was made, Lieut. 
Brown came home, raised a company, was made 
captain, and joined the One Hundred and Sixteenth 
Ohio Infantry, Company F. and remained with 
He took part in 
several noted engagements: Winchester, Cedar 
Creek, Piedmont. Petersburg and Richmond. He 
was wounded at Winchester while on picket duty, 


that company for three years. 


being shot in the arm. He was discharged at Har- 
per’s Ferry in 1864, and came home. 
went to Southwest Missouri, and in 1869 came to 
Fulton County, Ark., and bought the place on 
which his son. Hon. S. A., now resides, for $2,000. 
Three years later be sold this farm to his son, and 
bought one on Big North Fork of White River, 
in Baxter County, Ark., where he died in 1875. 
He was public administrator of this county for 
three or four years, and was also county judge of 
the same county. 
and was appointed tothe positions he held by the 
Governor. Previous to the war, he had been a 


He was not an office seeker, 


strong Democrat, but after that his ideas coincided | 


with those of the Republican party. He was a mem- 


ber of the Masonic fraternity. Nine children were 


born to his marriage, eight of whom lived to be | 


grown, and seven are now living: Edward, S. A., 
born December 28, 1839; Catherine, A. R., Nancy 
(deceased), Mary A., Jennie D. 
S. A. Brown was a soldier in the late war, having 


and Josephine. 


joined Company F, One Hundred and Sixteenth 
Ohio, in his twenty-first year, and served three 
years. He was discharged on account of a wound, 
and was afterward captured at Staunton, Va., and 
He was in Libby 
prison a short period, but the principal part of the 
time was spent in the hospital. 


Richmond, Va., on the I2th of August, 1865. 


kept in prison three months. 


- Bertha, born on the 4th of February, 1881. 
In 1866 he | 


| Vidette Lodge No. 94. 


He was paroled at 


While in service he participated in the following 
battles: Winchester, Gettysburg, and at Piedmont, 
Va., where he was wounded by a musket ball in 
the arm. He held the rank of orderly sergeant of 
After his return 
home in 1865, he remained there for about a year, 
and then, in company with his father, moved to 
Polk County, Mo., where he continued for three 
After this he tanght school, and in 1869 
came to Fulton County, Ark., where he taught the 
Sub- 
sequently he engaged in agricultural pursuits, and 
has continued the same up tothe present. On the 
8th of December, 1870, Miss Lou Baker became 
his wife, and to them have been born three chil- 
dren: Claud, born on the 19th of September, 1871: 
Bettie, born on the 2d of November, 1873, and 
Mrs. 
Brown died on the 28th of April, 1882, and Mr. 
Brown married Mrs. Josie Simpson, nee Tuttle, 


his company during the war. 


years. 


first free school in this section after the war. 


_ August 4, 1884, and they have two children, Ros- 


coe C., born on the 16th of August, 1885, and 
Archie, born on the 16th of April, 1887. Mrs. 
Brown is the daughter of Capt. T. C. Fluty, of 
Tennessee, a captain in the Confederate army, 
and one of the prominent farmers of Baxter Coun- 
ty, Ark. Mr. Brown has represented his county 
in the legislature, and has held several minor offii- 
ces, filling the position of commissioner of public 
accounts for two terms. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, Queen Elizabeth Lodge No. 
360, and is also a member of the I. O. O. F., 
He belongs to Simp. 
Mason Post No. 228, Ge» A. R., Department of 


' Missouri, and was appointed on the staff of John 


E. Phelps, commander of the State of Missonri. 


' He is a Republican in polities, and he and Mrs 


Brown are members of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church. 
Thomas J. Brown. 

erly placed in the history of the county than that 


of Mr. Brown, who is not only one of the most 


No name is more prop- 


enterprising farmers of the county, but is of such 
a social, genial nature. that he has made many 
He owes his nativity to the State of Ten- 
nessee, where his birth occurred January 5. 1854. 


friends. 
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His parents, John and Caroline (Harber) Brown, 
are natives of Tennessee. The elder Brown was a 
sturdy son of toil and followed this occupation in 
his native State until his subsequent removal to 
Dunklin County, Mo. His death occurred April 30, 
1858. 
filled the position in a highly satisfactory manner. 
His marriage took place in 1844, and six children 
were the result: Henry N., born September 27, 
1846, died October 23, 1846; Martin W., born Sep- 
tember 30, 1847, died October 14, 1848; Martha 
J., born December 22, 1849, died May 4, 1886, 
Joseph M., born January 26, 1852; Amanda C., 
born July 30, 1858, died February 22, 1876. John 
Brown, the father of these children, was born on 
the 19th of July, 1824, and his wife was born on 
the 20th day of October, 1825. She died August 
23, 1888, and was a worthy and consistent member 
of the Christian Church. Thomas J. Brown com- 
menced life for himself at the age of nineteen 
years, and his marriage to Miss Eliza J. Pumphrey 
was consummated on the 24th of August, 1873. 
She was boro in Ozark County, Mo., October 10, 
1852. With his parents he Jeft Dunklin County, 
Mo.; came to Fulton County, Ark., in 1858, and 
has been a resident of this county ever since. In 
1874 he purchased his present property, and is 
now the owner of 320 aeres of land, 150 under a 
Over his broad 


He had been constable in Tennessee and 


fine state of cultivation. acres 
roam cattle, sheep and horses and mules, which 
he makes a specialty of raising. To his marriage 
were born six children: John W., born onthe 13th 
of June, 1874; Richard W., born on the 12th of 
February, 1877; Elizabeth C., born on the 20th of 
August, 1879; Ollie M., born on the 7th of May, 
1885; Thomas M., born on the 21st of March, 
1887; James E., born on the 6th day of August, 
1889. Mr. Brown has made the principal part of 
his property by his own labor. His wife is the 
daughter of William G. Pumphrey and Elizabeth 
(Hawkins) Pumphrey, both natives of Tennessee. 
They came to Missouri at an early day, settling 
on The Big North Fork of White River, in Ozark 
County, Mo., and were married there in 1848. After 
remaining in that county until 1SS7, he moved to 


Boone County, Ark. His first marriage was to Miss 








COUNTY. 269 
Fannie Holt, of Tennessee, who bore him two 
children, one living at present: Mary. By his 


marriage to Miss Hawkins he became the father of 
six children, four of whom survive: Benjamin J. 
(deceased), Eliza J., George W., Sarah A., M. T., 
and William (deceased). Mr. Brown is a Demo- 
erat and has filled the office of deputy sheriff of his 
county for two years. His wife is a member of 
the Missionary Baptist Church. 

Charles J. Brunson’s hfe from his earliest rec- 
ollections has been passed on a farm, his early 
days being spent in assisting his father on the old 
homestead in Georgia, in Twiggs County of which 
State he was born January 7, 1827. His parents, 
Jarrett N. and Mary M. (Stephens) Brunson, were 
born in South Carolina, the former’s birth occur- 
ring about 1797. He was a farmer by occupation, 
of Scotch descent, and died in Georgia near 1S+42, 
being one of thirteen children (eleven sons and 
two daughters) born to Peter Brunson, who lived 
and died in South Carolina. Mrs. Mary M. Brun- 
son died in the State of Georgia about 1529, hav- 
ing borne a family of four children, of whom our 
subject is the third. After his father's death 
Charles J. began making his home with his elder 
brother, and while living with him attended school 
one year, making good use of his opportunities. He 
then went to his uncle’s, Marion Brunson, in Ala- 
bama, and again entered school, attending about 
three’ months, after which he took charge of his 
uncle’s plantation, and overseered his slaves, who 
numbered about sixty, for two years. Being of- 
fered better wages, he became an overseer for a 
neighboring planter, remaining with him one year. 
In 1848 he was married, in the State of Alabama, 
to Miss Mary Hickman, who was born in Twiggs 
County, Ga., October 23, 1833, and died in Ful- 
ton County, Ark., January 1. 1872. She left. 
besides her husband, a family of three children to 
mourn her loss: Charles J., James L. and Anna 
E. (wife of J. H. Nichols.) Three children are 
deceased. In the latter part of 1S72 Mr. Brunson 
took for his second wife Mrs. Margaret (Huffman) 
Willeox, who was born in Davidson County, N. C., 
November 19, 1837. 
A. In 1854 Mr. Brunson moved with his family 


They have one son, Joseph 
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270 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS, | 
to Ashley County, Ark., and there resided until and general trading with marked success until 
1865, when he settled in Jefferson County, where 1884. He then came to Mammoth Spring, where 
he spent two years. Since that time he has been he purchased the first business and residence lots 
| aresident of Fulton County. By hisown unaided sold by the town syndicate. He immediately 
efforts he has become the owner of a fine farm erected buildings, and built the first brick business 
comprising 280 acres, with about 130 under culti- house in that town, besides investing largely in real 
| vation, and has made all the improvements, such as estate there. He is also the owner of considerable 
| building fences and houses, and clearing the land, real estate in and around Newport, and is one of 
himself. He served two years in the Confederate the most thoroughgoing and active business men 
army during the Rebellion, and has since been a in Fulton County. He enjoys an immense trade. | 
| .Democrat in politics. He has held the position of He was the assessor of Jackson County, Ark., for 
| constable both in Alabama and Arkansas, and has four years, and filled that position to the satisfac- 
been solicited to accept other local offices, but has tion of all. He has been married three times; first, 
declined. He and family belong to the Methodist in 1874, to Miss Lena Claridge, the daughter of 
Episcopal Church, South, of which he has beena Dr. H. B. Claridge, who came from Tennessee to 
member since twenty-one years cf age. His first Jackson County, where he was one of the leading 
wife was a member of the Missionary Baptist physicians. Mrs. Buford died in 1879, and in 1SS5 
Church. Mr. Buford married Miss Della Harrison, who died 
| George C. Buford, dealer in genera] merchan- in 1884. In 1886 he married Miss Nettie Ander- | 
| dise, farm implements, etc., Mammoth Spring. Of son. daughter of J. L. Anderson, who caine from | 
the many names that make up the strength of ‘the Towa to Arkansas, where he is living at the present — 
business portion of Mammoth Spring that of Mr. time, engaged in agricultural pursnits. Mr. Br- 
Buford is foremost. His business was established ford is a Democrat in polities, and his first presi- 
in 1885, and the value of the stock is estimated at dential vote was for Horace Greeley in 1872. He 
about $12,000. Mr. Buford was born in Frederick- has been a member of Mammoth Spring Lodge of 
town, Mo., October 20, 1849, and is the son of the I. 0.0. F. for twelve years. He and wife are 
Christopher Y. and Mary (Nifong) Buford, natives much esteemed members of the Christian Church. 
of South Carolina and Pennsylvania, respectively. G. A. Bundren, farmer and stock raiser of 
The parents were married in Missouri, and there _ Washington Township, was born in Tennessee, 
spent the remainder of their lives. Mrs. Buford January 30, 1847, and passed his youth and early 
died in 1855 and Mr. Buford in 1879. Her father, manhood in that State and in Illinois. His par- 
George W. Nifong, was a native of Pennsylvania, ents, G. C. and Lucinda (Keyton) Bundren, were 
and moved to Southeast Missouri at a very early natives of Virginia, the father born in 1807, and 
day, where he died at the age of ninety-eight years. the mother in 1523. In their family were five 
Mr. Buford was married twice. He was a well to- children, four of whom lived to be grown. They | 
do farmer, stock raiser and general trader, and was were named as follows: James C., who died in the 
also a member of the Masonic fraternity. His Union army in 1863, and whose family now reside 
father died in Louisiana at the age of eighty years. in Johnson County, Ill.; Surena, wife of George 
George C. Buford was one of six children born to Everett, a resident of Williamson County, Il: 
his parents, and received a thorough education at Melissa, wife of Dayid Sollis, living in Du- 
Fredericktown, and at Washington University, St. quoin, Il., and G. A. The father of these chul- 
Louis. He also graduated from Reed’s Commer- dren was a successful agriculturist, and followed 
cial College, of St. Louis, in 1869. Subsequently this occupation in Tennessee until 1851, when he 
he taught school for several years in Frederick- moved to Illinois. He entered land in that State 
town, Mo., until 1871, when he removed to New- | and continued tilling the soil until his death, which 
port, Ark., and there engaged in merchandising occurred in 1882. He was a Democrat in polities. | || 
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FULTON COUNTY. 


but was not an aspirant for office. nor was he act- 
ive in politics. He was a member of the United 
Baptist Church, as was also his wife. G. A. Bund- 
ren, like so many of the substantial citizens of this 
county at the present time, was initiated into the 
mysteries of farming from the very first, and this 
has since continued to be the calling to which his 
attention has been directed. He received a fair 
education in his native State, and in the State of 
Illinois, and at the age of seventeen began for 
himself, attending to farm duties in Illinois until 
1866, when he moved to Kentucky. Two years 
later he went to Cape Girardeau, Mo., resided 
there two years, going thence to Dunklin County, 
thence in 1876 to Scott County, Mo., and from 
there, in 1578, to Peach Orchard, Clay County, 
Ark., where he engaged in the practice of medicine, 
and also starteda drug store. At the sametime he 
filled the position of postmaster. In 1SS2 he left 
Peach Orchard, and moved to Knobel the same 
county, where he embarked in merchandising, and 
this continued for two years. From there he 
moved to Woodrutf County, Ark., and in connection 
with farming, practiced medicine, conducting also 
a mercantile store at Howell Station, on the Bates- 
ville & Brinkley Railroad. He remained there but 
a short time, and in 1855 came to Fulton County, 
and here attends to his practice in connection with 
farming. By his marriage to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Holmes nee Thompson, January 1, 1563, he be- 
came the father of six children, three now living: 
James A., born February 26, 1865, and now liv- 
ing at home; C. W., born February 3, 1869, and 
also at home, and M. B., whose birth oceurred on 
the 8d of February, 1869, and is at home. The 
other children died in infancy. Mrs. Bundren died 
at Knobel, Ark., in 1883; she was a consistent 
member of the Baptist Church. Mr. Bundren was 
married the second time in May, 1585, to Mrs. 
Sarah J. Wilson, nee Young, a native of Ken- 
tucky, and the mother of four children, the fruit 
of her former union. They are named as follows: 
Hannibal Wilson, living at Alicia, Ark.; W. V., 
also at Alicia, Ark., Mary, wife of H. Hensley, re. 
siding at Alicia, Ark., and Celia, wife of T. B. 
Caple, a resident of Fulton County, Ark. Mr. 


Bundren is not active in politics, but votes the 
Democratic ticket. He and wife are members of 
the Christian Church. 

J. M. Burrow, a prominent attorney-at-law at 
Mammoth Spring, is among those who contribute 
to the strength of the Arkansas bar. He is a na- 
tive of Tennessee, born in Bedford County in 1854. 
His parents, Freeman and Louisa (Nichols) Bur- 
row, were born also in Bedford County, Tenn., in 
1834 and 1833, respectively. They resided in that 
county until 1857, when they came to Sharp Coun- 
ty, Ark., where Mrs. Burrow died in 1874. Mr. 
Burrow is still living, and has followed tilling the 
soil for many years. He filled the position of jus- 
tice of the peace for four years, and served four 
years in the Confederate army with Gens. Price 
aod Freeman. He has been a member of the A. F. 
& A. M. since 1857, and belongs to the Methodist 
Church, of which his wife was also a member. Of 
the six children born to their union J. M. was the 
eldest. He was educated in the log school-houses, 
and like the majority of farmers’ boys, assisted on 
the farm. When about twenty-one years of age he 
taught school, and followed this occupation for two 
years. When twenty-two years of age he began 
the study of law, and diligently continued this in 
connection with farming for several years. In 1885 
he was admitted to the bar, and since 18835 has 
lived at Mammoth Spring. He of the 
mest substantial attornevs of Fulton County, and 
He 
was married in September, 15758, to Miss Josie 
Whiteside, daughter of Allen and Sarah Whiteside, 
who came to Fulton County from Illinois at an 
The mother 


is one 


also practices in Sharp and Izard Counties. 


early day, and there the father died. 
is still hving. In polities Mr. Burrow is a Demo- 
erat, his first presidential vote being for S. J. Til- 
den, in 1876. He is a member of the A. F. & A. 
M., Myatt Lodge No. 401, ‘and also belongs to 
Spring River Lodge No. 49, K. of P., at Mammoth 
Spring. He has a very pleasant home on Emi- 
nence Hill, Archer Avenue. 
James Marion Butler. 
in this county in 1570, Mr. Butler has enjoyed the 


Ever since his location 


reputation of being not only a substautial and pro- 
gressive farmer, but an intelligent and thoroughly 
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posted man in all public affairs; and a short sketch 
of his life will be of more than passing interest to 
the citizens of this locality. He was born in 
Chambers County, Ala., October 15, 1835, and is 
ason of Nathan H. and Francis R. (Hogue) But- 
ler, who were born in Elbert and Waltham Coun- 
ties, Ga., respectively, the former’s birth occur- 
ring in 1818; and like his father, Daniel Butler 
(who was born in South Carolina, and died in 
Georgia), he was a worker in wood and a skillful 
wagon-maker. He and wife were married in 
Paulding County, Ga., and resided in that State 
and in various counties in Alabama, until 1855, 
when they came to Arkansas, locating in White 
County, but only remained a short time and then 
moved back to Alabama. In 1863 or 1864, they 
went to Mississippi and Tennessee. and in 1875 
located in Fulton County, Ark., where the father 
died the same fall. His widow is now residing in 
Viola, of that county, and is enjoying good health. 
She is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
as was her husband, and to them were born eight 
children, of whom James Marion was the eldest. 
Of these only four are now living: M. L., a 
blacksmith of Viola; Louisa M., wife of William 
Smith; William P. H., residing in the State of 
Colorado, and our subject. Those deceased are 
Napoleon B., Martha A. E.. George W. and Mary 
J. James Marion Butler received his schooling 
in the State of Alabama, and while growing to 
manhood learned the blacksmith and 
maker’s trade of his father. At the age of twen- 
ty-one years he began depending on his own re- 
sources for obtaining a livelihood, and from that 
time until the opening of the Rebellion worked in 
Alabama. Although his father served in the 
Union army for some time, he espoused the cause 
of the Confederacy and first joined the Alabama 
Legion, which was consolidated and thrown into 
other regiments, the Twenty-third Alabama Bat- 
talion of Sharp-shooters being a part left over. 


wagon- 


He served two years as sergeant, participating in 
many battles, among which were Chickamauga, 
Petersburg, being intrenched in the ditches of that 
city for nine months; Hatch’s Run, and the Vir- 
ginia campaign. 





He received a flesh wound in | 
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the leg at Chickamauga, and at Appomattox Court 
House, about two hours before the surrender, he 


_ received a very seyere wound in the right arm. 
After the war he remained in Alabama until 1866, 


when he went to the State of Mississippi, and 
from there came to Fulton County, Ark., in 1870, 
In 1879 he 
moved to his present location, which is a farm 
consisting of 360 acres of as good land as there 
is anywhere, and in addition to looking after 
this property still continues to work at his trade. 
He is a Democrat in his political views, and in 
1883-86 served as justice of the peace. He is also 
a member of the Masonic fraternity, and as a citi- 
zen of Fulton County has been identified with its 
advancement and growth ever since locating here. 
He was married in 1860 to Miss Rhoda Ann Bry- 
ant, a daughter of Alexander Bryant, and her 
death occurred in Izard County, Ark., in 1875, 
Of the eight 
children born to her union only four are now living: 
Charles D., of Texas; Elizabeth E., wife of James 
A. Talley, a farmer of the county; Nancy E., 
wife of Abraham L. Reed, a farmer residing near 
Mansfield, and Nathan D., at home. Mrs. Butler 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 


Thomas B. Caldwell is possessed of those ad- 


and here has since made his home. 


when thirty-seven years of age. 


vanced ideas aud progressive principles regarding 
agricultural life which seem to be among the 
chief characteristics of the average native Mis- 
sourian. He was born in Franklin County of that 
State on the 16th of October, 1840, and is a son of 
James Patten and Ann (Caldwell) Caldwell, the 
former of Irish descent, born in the State of Mis- 
souri, in the year 1816. He was a well known 
agriculturist of his region, and died in Fulton 
County, Ark., in 1863. His wife was also born 
in Missouri, and died when her son, Thomas B., 
was about seven years of age, her demise occur- 
ring in Franklin County. The paternal grand- 
parents were Andrew and Nancy (Farrow) Caldwell, 


He moved 
to Franklin County, Mo., during the early history 
of that country, and died there at his son’s home 
His wife, Nancy, died there also. 


the former being a native Kentuckian. 


in 1847. The 
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FULTON 


paternal great-grandfather, Kincaid Caldwell, was | 


born in the ‘‘ Emerald Isle.’’ The maternal grand- 
father also bore the name of Andrew Caldwell, but 
the two families were not related. Thomas B. 


Caldwell is one of two surviving members of a | 
family of five children, the other being a sister | 


residing on the Iron Mountain Railroad in Mis- 
souri. He was reared in his native State, but never 
received any educational advantages in youth, 
being compelled to assist his father in tilling 
the home farm; but by contact with the world 
and by self-application he has become a well posted 
man. He was twenty years of age when he enlisted 
in the army, and was a member of Capt. B. B. 
Bray’s Seventh Division of Missouri Volunteers. 
He participated in the engagements at Mansfield, 
Pleasant Hill, and in numerous skirmishes. 
was second sergeant of artillery for about twelve 


months prior to the close of the war. On the Yth 


of March, 1862, he was captured at Mountain — 
Grove, Mo., and was sent to St. Louis, thence to | 
_the age of ninety-eight years. 


Alton, Ill., and from there to Vicksburg, Miss., 
where he was exchanged on the 22d of September, 
of the same year. Nearly ever since the close of 
the war he has been a resident of Fulton County, 
Ark., and has been actively engaged in tilling the 
soil. On the 5th of March, 1865, he was married 
to Miss Lucintha M. Smith, who was born in 
South Carolina in 1842, a daughter of Inman and 
Mary A. Smith. The father died in the ‘* Palmetto 
State,’’ but the mother is still living and resides 
in Fulton County, Ark., the wife of a Mr. Hutch- 
esson. To Mr. Caldwell and his wife the follow- 
ing children have been born: James Henry, 
Benjamin H., Thomas J. (deceased), John H., 
Mary A. (deceased), Ruthie J. and Joannah. 
greater part of Mr. Caldwell’s time has been oceu- 
pied in farming, and he is now the owner of 310 
acres of land, with about eighty acres under eulti- 
vation. 
vote being cast for Douglas, and he was elected on 
that ticket to the office of deputy sheriff and con- 
stable. 


He is a Democrat, his tirst presidential 


He and ‘wife are connected with the Chris- 
tian Church, and he is a Mason and a member of 
the I. 0. O. FF. Mr. 
sally respected, and to know him is to have a high 


Caldwell is a man univer. 


He | 


The . 


COUNTY. 


admiration for him, for he is possessed of those 
sterling principles which make a true man and a 
valuable citizen. 

Capt. John G. Carroll, a farmer of Fulton 
Township, is now successfully following the oceu- 
pation to which he was reared and which has been 
his life work, a calling that for ages has received 
undivided efforts from many worthy individuals, 
and one that always furnishes sustenance to the 
ready worker. He was born in North Carolina in 
1834, and is the son of Green and Priscilla (Harles) 
Carroll, natives of South Carolina and North Car- 
olina, and born in 1802 and 1808, respectively. 
The parents removed to White County, Tenn., and 
in 1859 came to Fulton County, Ark., where M2. 
Carroll died in 1870. He was the son of Jesse 
Carroll and the grandson of William Carroll, who 
was of English descent, went through the Rev- 
olutionary War, and died in North Carolina at the 
age of nearly one hundred years. Jesse Carroll 
was born in North Carolina, and died in Georgia at 
He was a mill- 
wright by vcecupation. This family is of the same 
as that Carroll who was one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. The paternal grand- 
father, William Earles, was born in North Caro- 
lina and died in Tennessee at about the age of one 


~ hundred and two years; he was of Welsh descent. 


His father was a Revolutionary soldier. Capt. 
John G. Carroll, the second of eight children 
born to his parents, received very meager edu- 
cational advantages. He came with his parents 
to Fulton County, Ark., in 1859 and in 1861 Miss 
Auerilla Copeland, a native of Tennessee, became 
his wife. She died in 1879, leaving six children, 
three sons and three daughters. Capt. Carroll 
then married Miss Eliza Baize, a native of Mis- 
To this 


and three 


souri and the danchter of George Baize. 
union were born four children. a son 
daughters. Capt. Carroll is one of the prominent 
agriculturists of Fulton County, is the owner of 
520 acres of land, with 800 under cultivation, and 
also possesses considerable property in Viola, all 
the result of his own industry. When the 
cloud hovered over the United States he. enlisted 


war 


s . rl iY bs 
, in Company F, Fourteenth Arkansas Infantry, | L 
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Confederate Army, and served three years and 
eleven months. After the first nine months he 
was promoted to the rank of captain in his regi- 
ment and operated in Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Louisiana. He took a prominent part in the 
battles of Elkhorn, Augusta, Farmington, Corinth, 
Iuka, Port Hudson, ete. He was captured at 
Saltillo, Miss., but after sixteen days escaped and 
rejoined his regiment at Tupelo. At the close of 
the war he returned to farm life. Politically a 
Democrat, his first presidential vote was for Bu- 
chanan in 1856. He filled the office of deputy 
sheriff two years, justice of the peace for four 
years and constable two years. He has been a 
member of the A. F. & A. M. for twenty-eight 
years, now belonging to Viola Lodge No. 399, and 
was master and senior warden for sixteen years of 
that time. He is also a member of the Eastern 
Star lodge at Viola. He and wife belong to the 
Missionary Baptist Church, he having experienced 


religion at the age of sixteen, and he is a deacon 


in the same. 

B. H. Castleberry is another excellent example 
of what can be accomplished through energy 
and perseverance, for he has won his way up to 
his present enviable position through his own un- 
aided efforts. He was born in the State of Geor- 
gia, on the Ist of July, 1854, and is a sonof 8. G. 
and Jane E. (Bell) Castleberry, both of whom 
were Georgians, the former born in 1521. He was a 
farmer and a miner, but made milling his principal 
occupation through life, and is still the owner of 
some gold mines in Georgia, near Cleveland. His 
father, who was a native of the State, owned some 
mines there and was also an extensive slave owner 


at the time of his death. The great-grandfather 


was a Georgian, but the great-great-grandfather | 


and six brothers emigrated from the Old World, 
and settled in the Southern States. B. H. Castle- 
berry was one of seven children, aud his youth and 
early manhood were spent in his native State. He 
received his literary education in the North Georgia 
Agricultural College, and principally through his 
own efforts secured means with which to proseeute 
his studies. In December, 1876, he emigrated to 
the State of Arkansas, settling in Fulton County, 


where he began the study of law, and the same 


characteristics which marked his progress at school, 
were prominent in his legal studies. After a 
thorough preparation he was admitted to the bar 
and entered upon his practice at Salem, and his 
patronage steadily and substantially increased dur- 
ing his two years of practice. At the end of 
that time he engaged in merchandising with his 
brother, their stock of goods amounting to about 
$8,000, and besides this they each own a half in- 
terest in 000 acres of land. Our immediate sub- 
ject also owns 1,000 acres in his own right. He 
was married on the 10th of April, 1881, to Miss 
Laura P. Wainwright, by whom he has two inter- 
esting children: William Lessie and Rex. Mr. 
Castleberry is a Democrat, and a member of the 
I. 0. O. F. William Castleberry, his brother, a 
member of the general mercantile firm of Castle- 
berry & Co., was born in White County, Ga., in 
1856, and during his youth and early manhood 
worked with bis father. He received an excellent 
education in Dahlonega College, Ga., and also at 
Nacoochee Valley, and after leaving school engaged 
in mercantile pursuits as clerk in a general mer- 
chandise store in the latter place, but eighteen 
months later went to Rabun County, where he be- 
gan merchandising in*partnership with C. W. Oakes. 
Two years later they dissolved partnership, and Mr. 
Castleberry came to Salem, and in 185] embarked 
in business with his brother and William Wain- 
wright, keeping a grocery. At the end of one year 
this terminated, and the two 
brothers started a general mercantile establishment 
of theirown. They thoroughly understand the en- 
terprise in which they are engaged, and have done 
much in their line to increase the trade and influ- 
ence of the town. They are thoroughly reliable 
and honest in all their transactions, and as a result 
enjoy a large and lucrative custom. William Cas- 
tleberry is also a Democrat politically, and a mem- 
ber of the I. O. O. F. He is unmarried. 

William D. Chase, one of the prominent mil- 
lers and farmers of Elizabeth, was born in Maury 
(now Gordon) County, Ga., in 1839, and is the son 
of Hon. Dean W. and Alley (Johnson) Chase. 
The father was born in Pawtucket. R. 
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ceived an unusually good education. At the age 
of nineteen he was sent to Georgia to erect a spin- 
ning factory, which he operated for a number of 
years. He was married and spent the remainder of 
his days there and in Tennessee, where he manu- 
factured cotton goods all his life. He died in Gil- 
more County, Ga., in 1881. He was justice of 
the peace many years and once represented Gor- 
don County in the legislature. He was also for 
thirty-five or forty years a traveling minister in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and besides was an 
officer in the Mexican War. His wife was a native 
of North Carolina, and died in Gilmore County, 
Ga., July 8, 1886. She, too, was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Her father, James 
Johnson, was a native of North Carolina, who died 
in Walker County, Ga. He was a soldier in the 
Mexican War. William D. Chase, the second of ten 
children, born to his parents, received his educa- 
tion in the common schools. He was reared to the 
arduous duties on the farm, and in 1861 Miss Ade- 
line Sprouell became his wife. She was born in Ful- 
ton County, Ga., and was the daughter of Wilson 
E. and Eliza J. Sprouell, natives of Abbeville Dis- 
trict, S. C., but who moved to Georgia, where Mrs. 
Sprouell died. To Mr. and Mrs. Chase were born 
eleven children, seven sons and three daughters 
now living. Mr. Chase served over four years in the 
Confederate Army, Company E, Georgia Volunteer 
Infantry, was at Cumberland Gap, Richmond, 
Siege of Vicksburg, Lookout Mountain, Missionary 
Ridge, Resaca, Kingston, Calhoun, New Hope 
Church. Kenesaw Mountain, ete. He was captured 
several times, the last time at Peach Tree Creek, 
and imprisoned at Nashville. He was afterward 
taken to Indianapolis, where he was at the time of 
He never received a wound during 
his time of service. After the war he returned to 
the farm andin 1872 came to Fulton County, Ark. 
He followed agricultural pursuits for five years 
and then engaged in merchandising at Newburg, 
Izard County, for three years. This not suiting him 
he entered into the milling business there for six 


the surrender. 


years, after which he returned to Fulton County, 
and continued merchandising at Elizabeth for four 


years. Since then he has been occupied in milling 


time he went with his uncle, 


and farming and has two flour and saw, shingle and 
planing mills. He is also the owner of about 900 
acres of land in Missouri, Fulton, Izard and Law- 
rence Counties. All his property is the result of 
hard labor since the war. He has been a Demo- 
erat in his political views all his life, and his first 
presidential vote was for Gen. McClellan. He is 
a member of the Masonic fraternity, Elizabeth 
Lodge, and is also a member of Newburg Lodge 
of the J. O. O. F. inIzard County. Mrs. Chase has 
been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
for many years. 

Hon. Samuel W. Cochran. 
wards of thirty-three years, he whose name heads 
this sketch has been a resident of Fulton County, 
and during this time he has enjoyed the reputation 
of being an honest, upright man in every respect, 
fully deserving the good opinion with which he is 
regarded by all who know him. His life up to 
the time of his location in Arkansas was rather 
unsettled, but notwithstanding the old saying that 
‘‘a rolling stone gathers no moss,’’ Mr. Cochran 
has been quite successful in accumulating worldly 
goods, and is one of the leading merchants of 
this county. His birth occurred in Abbeville Dis- 
trict, S. C., May 20, 1820, and he was left an 
orphan when an infant. Until ten years of age 
he was cared for by an uncle, J. C. Wharton, and 
from that period until sixteen years of age was taken 
care of by his guardian, Samuel Jordan. At this 
Mr. Wharton, to 
Tennessee, and located at Raleigh, near Memphis. 
but shortly after went to Tipton, ana still later to 
Columbia, of the same State, where he remained 
two years. He then returned to his old home in 
South Carolina, where he attended school for one 
year, after which he came back to Columbia, and 
was a salesman two years for the mercantile tirm of 
G. Frierson & Co. At the end of this time he again 
returned to South Carolina, where he remained 
with his guardian for some time, and was married 
there to Miss Julia A. Chiles, moving with her at 
a later period to Cass County, Ga., where he gave 
his attention to farming until 1856. 
he came tu Fulton County, Ark., and located in 
the neighborhood of where be now lives, continu- 


For a period up- 


In that year 
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ing his farming operations up to 1881, when he among its most valiant defenders. In the gloomy 
opened a store at his present stand, and has met days of 1778, when the notorious Tory refugee, 
with the best of success in this enterprise. In 1S61 , John Butler, defeated his cousin, Col. Zeb Butler, 
he was a member of the State convention. and and so unmercifully massacred the inhabitants of 
voted for secession, and in 1863 was elected to Wyoming, Penn., the paternal grandfather became 
represent Fulton County in the State legislature. one of the victims. Laban Cooper was of English 
His wife was a daughter of William Chiles, of descent, and a soldier in Gen. Scott’s brigade, re- 
Abbeville District, 5. C., and was born October 7, ceiving four different gun-shot wounds. At the 
1827, being killed at Rolla, Mo., November 6, memorable battle of Lundy’s Lane or Bridgewater, 


1864. To them were born four children, three of | he was wounded twice, one of which was received 
whom are living: William C., a farmer of Fulton while assisting Col. Miller in his historical charge 
County; J. C., also a farmer of the county, and on the British batteries on the heights, the key 
J. D., farming near his father. Samuel W. died to the British position. In the no less eventful 
in 1868, when twelve years of age. In 1865 Mr. battle of Chippeway he was wounded. He was 
Cochran wedded Miss Martha E. Livingston, a promoted to the rank of lieutenant for services ren- 
daughter of James Livingston, who was also born dered during the war. and as his wife is still living. 
in Abbeville District, S. C., her birth occurring in she now receives a pension. She resides at Moun- 
1831. In 1848 Mr. Cochran was licensed to preach tain Lake, Penn., at the age of seventy-seven 
the gospel, having joined the Missionary Baptist years. Alvah Cooper’s youth was spent in Bradford 
Church three years previous, and his wife and County, Penn., and his education was there re- 
children are also members of thischurch. He isa _ ceived in the public schools. He and two of his 
Democrat politically, and previous to the war held brothers served nearly four years each in the late 
the position of postmaster at Union, and received Rebellion. Alvah enlisted May, 1881, in Company 
| his last appointment in 1887. When a young” F, Sixth Pennsylvania Reserve Corps, was elected 
man he taught school in Georgia, and also in Ful- captain and transferred to Company D, One 
ton County, Ark. Mr. Cochran’s parents, Clark Hundred and Thirty-Second Pennsylvania Volun. 
and Sarah (Wharton) Cochran, were born in Abbe- teers of the Second Army Corps. From the 
| ville District, S. C., where the father was engaged battle of Bull Run to the closing scene at Appo- 





in merchandising and farming until his death. He mattox, he was in all the principal battles in 
was of Scvtch-Irish descent, and was a sonof John Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania, never re- 
Cochran, a native of Virginia, and a soldier inthe ceiving a wound. Mr. Cooper has been inthe em- 
Revolutionary War. He died in South Carolina. | ploy of the Government as special pension exaininer 
_ The maternal grandfather, Pleasant Wharton, was and other positions almost continually since the 

born in the ‘‘ Palmetto State.’’ A large extent of | war, and has ever been a consistent, hard working 
| land in South Carolina was given his ancestors by Republican. It was in recognition of his services 
George III, and has been in possession of the fam- and abilities as a political organizer that he was 
ily ever since that time. recently appointed postmaster at Mammoth Spring. 

Alvah L. Cooper, farmer and stock raiser, and He is thoroughly imbued with the principles of 
the recently appointed postmaster of the thriving the Republican party, and is an indefatigable polit 


little city of Mammoth Spring, was born in Tomp- ical worker, and has probably done more than any 
kins County, New York, April 1, 1842, and was other single man toward organizing the Republi- 
the fourth of ten children, eight now living, born can,party of this part of the State. He was one 
to Laban D. and Sarah M. (Woodin) Cooper, both of the first to join the G. A. R., and has held 
of whom were born in Dutchess County, N. Y., the many offices of trust in that order. Before com- 





former in 17SO, and the latter in 1812. Inthe ing to this State he was elected commander of the N 
; primitive days of the Republic, the Coopers were Soldiers’ and Sailors’ encampment of Bradford | 
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County, also chairman of the Bradford County 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monumental Association, for 
three years. On leaving his native State he re. 
signed both positions, but was held in such high 
esteem by his comrades that his resignation was 
not accepted, and he continued to hold his office 
until the expiration of his term although out of the 
State. For anumber of years he was a director 
of the Agricultural Society of Bradford County. 
In 1866 he was married to Miss Sarah Ann Lar- 
com, a native of Bradford County, Penn.. born in 
1843, and dying in 1883; to them were born these 
children: Mintie M., wife of F. L. Sayles; Elmer 
C., Woodard C., killed when fourteen years of age; 
Gracie, Fred. C., Nellie, Warner and Grant. 
In 1886, like many of the hardy sons of the East, 
desiring a more congenial clime and soil in which 


to care for his family, he started toward the 


‘‘Sunny South’’ to try his fortunes. The wood- 
land of Arkansas pleased him. He and his son 
each homesteaded 160 acres. and have purchased 
240 acres in addition, making in all a ranch of 560 
acres of land. In every day life Mr. Cooper is 
looked upon as an energetic, honest citizen. He 
spends his time closely in building up his farms 
and superintending the postoffice, and if fortune 
continues to smile on him, in a few years he will 
be one of the most prosperous as well as one of 
most prominent citizens of North Arkansas. 
Charles W. Culp, M. D., is one of the rising 
young members of the medical fraternity of Ful- 
ton County, Ark. He was born in Izard County, 
of the same State, May 14, 1858. His parents, 
Thomas and Elizabeth (Benbrook) Culp, were 
born, reared and married in Izard County, the for- 
mer’s birth occurring in 1831, and his death March 
8, ISSO. The paternal grandfather, Thomas B. 
Culp, was a Tennesseean, who removed to Izard 
County, Ark., at an early day and took a prom- 
inent part in aiding in the growth and devel- 
opment of this region, and both he and his son 
Thomas were physicians. They were of German 
descent, and all the male members of the family 
have been Democrats in their political views. Of 
the family of eight children born to Thomas and 
Elizabeth Culp, four are now living, two sons and 


two daughters, all of whom reside in Fulton Coun- 
ty, with the exception of a daughter, who is a resi- 
dent of Izard County. Dr. Charles W. Culp re- 
ceived his literary education in the common schools 
of Izard County, after which he entered the Mem- 
phis Hospital Medical College, from which institu- 
tion be was graduated as an M. D., February 25. 
1885. Previous to graduating he had _ practiced 
the profession (since 1879), and has won an envia- 
ble position among the medical fraternity of Ful- 
ton and surrounding counties. December 22. 
1880, he was married to Miss Joannah C. Sharp, 
who was born in Sharp County. Ark., December 
4, 1861, and is a daughter of Ephraim Sharp, 
whose sketch appears in this work. Dr. Culp isa 
Royal Arch Mason, belonging to Rural Chapter 
No. 50, Evening Shade, Sharp County. He is al- 
so a member of Ash Flat Lodge No. 159, F. & A. 
M., Ash Flat, Ark. He is a Democrat, his first 
presidential vote being cast for Hancock. and he 
and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. His mother is a resident of Ful- 
ton County, and is the worthy wife of J. M. Cook. 
W.H. Culp, editor and proprietor of the Mam- 
moth Spring Monitor, at Mammoth Spring. Ark.. 
is of German descent, the name originally being 
Kolb, but it was changed to Culp when the family 
became Americanized. He was born in Izard 
County, Ark., November 5, 1863, and after ac- 
quiring a fair education in the common schools he 
entered the office of the Clipper, at Melbourne, 
Ark., and learned the printer’s trade. In 1882 
he bought a half interest in the Izard County Reg- 
ister, at Melbourne, andin August, ISS4, purchased 
the remaining interest and conducted the paper 
with highly satisfactory results until November, 
1886, when he leased the press and moved to Lee 
County, Ark., where he spent a part of the follow- 
ing year in an unsuccessful attempt to raise a cot- 
ton crop. Moving to Mammoth Spring. Ark., 
he established the Mammoth Spring Monitor, the 
first number being issned February 2, ISSS.— This 
paper has proved a decided success financially, and 
is one of the spiciest, best and most ably edited 
business papers in Northwest Arkansas. and Mr. 
Culp has become well known thronghout the State 
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HISTORY 


as one of its most successful editors. He estab- 


| 


lished the Thayer Tribune at Thayer, Mo., in | 
1888, but has since sold it and is now devoting 


his time and energies to the publication of the 
Monitor. 
D. Owen, of Forrest City, Ark., she being a daugh- 
ter of Dexter Owen. who was born in Providence, 
R.I. They have two children: Homer and Madge. 
Mr. Culp is a son of Dr. T. B. 
(Benbrook) Culp, the former’s birth occurring in 
Izard County, Ark., in 1835, and his death in Mel- 
bourne of the same county in 1880. His widow 
still survives him and is a resident of this county, 


and Elizabeth 


being forty-five years of age. 
Judge Thomas J. Cunningham, a prosperous 


He was marricd in 1884 to Miss Amy | 


OF ARKANSAS. 


mand, whose division was commanded by Gen. 
John B. Clark, Sr., and served two years, partici- 
pating in the battle of Lexington and numerous 
other engagements. In 1863 he went by mule 


train to California, in which State he remained 
until 1870, being engaged in farming, and in that 
year he left California and came to Fulton County, 
In 


1866, while in California, he was married to Miss 


Ark., and located near where he now lives. 


Mary E. Proctor, who was born in Randolph 
County, Mo., in i841. She died in 1873. in Ful- 
ton County, Ark , having borne a family of four 
children: Julia, wife of William T. Cunningham, 


| of Texas; Jennie D., wife of John D. Isenhour, 


Fulton County farmer, came originally from Ran- | 


dolph County, Mo., his birth occurring December 
31, 1837. His father, Robert H. Cunningham, 


was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., in 1808, and © 
in 1834 emigrated to Randolph County, Mo., where — 


he was one of the earliest settlers. 


He was an) 


active tiller of the soil there until about 1867, and | 


from that time wntil his death, in 1868, he resided 
in Fulton County, Ark. His parents, James and 


Randolph County several years prior to their son, 
and both died in Adair County of that State. 
wife of Robert H. Cunningham was born in Ten- 
nessee in 1810, and died in Fulton County, Ark., in 
August, 1886, having bornea family of ten chil- 


of Fulton County; Rollen P., now in Texas, and 
Robert H. (deceased). In 1875 Mr. Cunningham 
united his fortunes with those of Miss Sarah E. 
Jeffery, a native of Izard County, Ark., born Oc- 
tober 26, 1853. 


Nancy Jeffery. 


Her parents are Rev. Daniel and 
To Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham 
were born the following children: Robert C. (de- 
ceased), James C., Edgar, Margaret Ann, Ida, 


Thomas J. and Henry K. Mr. Cunningham has 


_ resided in Fulton County sufficiently long to ena- 
Jane Cunningham, removed from Tennessee to | 


| known. 


The | 


ble his many sterling qualities to become well 
About forty-tive acres of his 180-acre farm 


are under cultivation. He is a Democrat, and in 


1874 was elected judge of the county court, and 


dren, nine of whom grew to mature years, and | 


eight of whom are yet living. 


Four sons and one | 


daughter reside in Fulton County, one son lives | 
in the State of Texas, a daughter in Randolph | 
County, Mo., and one son in Macon County, Mo. | 


Thomas J. Cunningham is the fourth of the family, 
and from his earliest recollections has been famil- 


iar with the details of farm life; while growing up © 


he learned lessons of industry, frugal habits and | 


economy, which he has never forgotten. 


His rudi- | 


mentary education was acquired in the common | 
schools, and was supplemented by a collegiate | 


course in Macon County, Mo. 


He remained with | 


his fatherand mother until 1861, when, full of zeal 


and enthusiam for the land of chivalry and the 


cause of the South, he joined Gen. Price’s com- | 





served six successive years, making an able and 
efficient officer. His first presidential vote was cast 
for John C. Breckenridge. His wife is a member 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

Charles C. Davis, surveyor of Fulton County, 
and one of the enterprising agriculturists of Mam- 
moth Spring Township, was born in Webster 
County, Mo., January 22, 1854, receiving a very 
He fol- 
lowed the plow for his father until nineteen years 


meager education in the common schools. 


of age, and was then united in marriage to Miss 
Naney C. Young, a native of Oregon County, Mo., 
August 11, 1872, the daughter of J. L. Young. 
Mrs. Davis died April 17, 1885, and September 1S 
of the same year Mr. Davis married Martha, sister 
of his first wife. 


Francois County, Mo., now of Oregon County, Mo., 


Her parents were natives of St. 


and Mr. Young served in the Confederate army as 
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a private. By his first marriage Mr. Davis became 
the father of five children, three sons and two 
daughters, and to his second union were born two 
children, both sons. Since his first marriage he 
has lived on his present farm, one mile east of 
Mammoth Spring, where he has 00 acres of good 
land, with 130 under cultivation. He followed 
farming and also dealt in stock until the railroad 
was built, after which for some years he was local 
agent, locating settlers,ete. He has been a practical 
surveyor for some time, surveying for the county, 
and in 1888 was elected county surveyor for two 
years. In politics he affiliates with the Democratic 
party, and his first presidential vote was for S. J. 
Tilden in 1876. 
fraternity, Myatt Lodge No. 401, and was Junior 
Warden one year. Mr. Davis is pleasant and agree- 
able in his demeanor to all with whom he comes in 


He is a member of the Masonic 


contact, and is a man who attracts the regard of | 
all who approach him. He is universally respected | 


by his fellow-citizens. He is the son of Eliphaz 
and Permealey Davis, and the grandson of Charles 
C. Davis, who was born in Jackson County, Ill , in 
1800, and died in Oregon County, Mo., in 15738. 
He was a soldier in the Black Hawk War, was jus- 
tice of the peace and also county judge for some 
years. He was of Welsh descent. Eliphaz Davis 
was born in Randolph County, Ark., January 1, 
1822, and was married in that county to Miss Ed- 
wards, a native of Indiana. From there they 
moved to Webster County, Mo., and in 1858 to 
Oregon County, where Mrs. Davis died in 1863. 
Mrs. Davis is still living there. 


ing the ‘‘young idea’”’ for some time. he first 
entered the journalistic field in 1884, in Elizabeth, 
Ark. In 1887 he purchased the Banner, at Salem, 
Ark., a paper which he has since edited in a very 
efficient manner, and through the columns of this 
journal he has wielded no slight iniluence in di- 
recting the proper steps to be taken for worthy 
movements. As the worth of his paper becomes 
known the circulation increases accordingly, and 
he has won the patronage of all the better class of 
citizens in the county. He was first married, at 
the age of nineteen years, to Miss Josie Lytle, a 
native of Tennessee, who died ten months after 
her marriage, and after remaining a widower until 
1889, he wedded Miss Mary Jeffery, whose birth 
occurred in Izard County, Ark. Mr. Davis is one 
ef eight children born to Solomon M. and Eliza 
(Pipkin) Davis. who were born, reared and mar- 
ried in the State of Tennessee, and who lived there 
until a number of their children were born, after 


which they moved to Missouri, being among the 


pioneers of that State. After residing there a 
number cf years they came to Arkansas. being 
among the first settlers of Fulton County. The 
father was an officer in the Confederate army, and 
died in 1880, at the age of forty-nine years. He 
was a farmer by oceupation, and is still survived 
by his widow. Our subject’s paternal and mater- 


nal grandfathers, G. A. Davis and G. F. Pipkin, 


| were also Tennesseeans by birth. 


He is a member , 


of the Christian Church (as was also his wife), and | 


is a successful farmer. 
Lee Davis. 


Under the efficient management | 


of Mr. Davis the Fulton County Banner has come | 


to be regarded as one of the representative journals 
of the county. and although he has only been its 
editor since 1887, he has proven himself to be a 
man of good judgment in directing the editorial 
policy of his paper. He is a native of the county 
in whieh he is now residing, his birth occurring in 
1865, but received his education in La Crosse, 
Izard County, Ark., and as the school was good, 


he acquired an excellent education. After train- 





Dr. D. S. Deaderick, real estate agent, Mam- 
moth Spring. 
which have aided materially in developing the bus- 


In that proud series of names 


iness interests of Fulton County, that of Mr. 
Deaderick holds a leading place. He was born in 
Saline County, Mo., in 1842 and is the son of John 
S. and Ellen (Cotter) Deaderick, and grandson of 
David Deaderick. 
John S. Deaderick was born in Georgia in 181%. 
and in 1840 was united in warriage to Miss Cotter. 
at Potosi, Mo. 
in 1820. 
St. Louis, where the father was interested in the 
shot tower. In 1548 they moved to Saline County 


who was a native of Tennessee. 


She was born in Pittsburg, Penn., 
After marriage the parents removed to 


of the same State, and there he was engaged 


in agricultural pursuits until 1857, when they 
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Dur- 
ing the year 1861 they were in different parts of 
the South, and in 1865 returned to St. Louis, 
where Mr. Deaderick was occupied in wool] manu- 
In 1874 they came to 


moved to Plattin Rock, in Jefferson County. 


facture for several years. 
Mammoth Spring and were the first settlers here. 
He erected a flour mill and ecotton-gin. which he 
operated until June, 1887, when he sold out. 
was a thorough-going business man and was at one 
time quite wealthy. His death occurred in 1887. 
Florence Cotter, the grandfather of Dr. Dead- 
erick, was a native of Ireland and came to the 
United States about 1796. He settled in Penn- 
sylvania, where he died early in the present cen- 
Dr. D. S. Deaderick, 
sons and one daughter, received his education 
inthe St. Louis University. During the late up- 
pleasantness between the North and South he 


tury. 


served four years in the Confederate Army, Com- 
pany E, Second Missouri Cavalry. 
a private and came out as adjutant of the regi- 
iment. 


He enlisted as 


He operated in Missouri, Tennessee and 
Mississippi with Gen. Forrest, and was wounded 
several times. After the war he engaged in the 
lumber business in Iron and St. Francois Coun- 
ties, Mo.. and in 1870 took up the study of medi- 
icine and graduated at the St. Louis Medical Col- 
lege in 1872. He then practiced in that city until 
1874, when he came to Mammoth Spring, and in 
company with his father embarked in milling and 
merchandising, and was also for a number of 
He 


has continued the real estate business in town and 


years interested in the real estate business. 


besides is the owner of several farms in Missouri 
and Arkansas. 
with the Democratic party, and his first presiden- 
tial vote was cast for Gen. Hancock in 1SS0. Heisa 
member of the Masonic fraternity, Myatt Lodge 
No. 401, and Evening Shade Chapter No. 50. He 
is also a member of Mammoth Spring Lodge No. 
48 T. 0.0. F. His only sister is the wife of J. 
D. Lucas, of St. Dr: 
James S., is a practicing physician of De Soto, 
Mo. 
Mammoth Spring. 

the Catholic Church. 


Louis, and his brother, 
His mother is still living and resides at 


The family are members of 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
i 


OF ARKANSAS. 


William Deatherage, one of the foremost farm- 
ers of Mount Calm Township, on Bennett River. 
owes his nativity to Tennessee, where he was born 
in 1842. His father, A. J. Deatherage, was born 
in Tennessee, about 1811, and died in Roane Coun- 


ty, of that State,in 1847. The latter was married 


| In his native State to Miss Sarah Jackson, also a 


He | 


the eldest of two | 


In his political views he affiliates | 


Three chil- 
dren were the result of this union, William being 
the eldest. 
River, by the overturning of a skiff, when only 
seven years of age, and Martha, became the wife 


native of Tennessee, born abcat 1822. 


One was drowned in the Tennessee 


of O. B. Fuller, and is now living in Tennessee. 
Mrs. Deatherage was married the second time, in 
1850, to W. F. Ellis, and by this union became 
the mother of eight children, six daughters and 
two sons: Sarah (deceased), Margaret (deceased), 
Minerva, wife of George Jones, and now living 
in Tennessee; Nancy and Becky (twins), were mar- 
ried to twin brothers, Samuel and Elijah Kelon, 
and live in Tennessee; Caleb, Franklin, and Mary, 
at home with her mother. A. J. Deatherage was 
amajor in the United States army when the In- 
William 
Deatherage commenced for himself in life by join- 


dians were moved to Indian Territory. 


ing the Confederate army, Company A, Twenty- 
sixth Tennessee Infantry Regiment, on the 15th 
He 
participated in sixteen hard-fought battles, the 
principal ones being Fort Donelson, Murfrees- 
boro, 


of June, 1861, and served about four years. 


Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Taylor 
Ridge Gap, Swamp Creek, Resaca, New Hope, 
Marietta, Jonesboro, Columbia, Franklin, Nash. 
ville; was with Forrest at Murfreesboro the second 
time, Columbia, Bentonville, Chickasaw Mountain, 
He surrendered on the 5th of April, 1865, at 


Greensboro, N. C., after which Mr. Deatherage re- 


ete. 


turned to Greeneville, Tenn., and from thence home. 
where he commenced farming. He started out after 
the war with nothing but a Confederate suit of 
He 
was married, May 28, 1S68, to Miss Rebeeca Hall, 


clothes, with forty-eight bullet holes in it. 


of Tennessee, and in the fall of the following year 
he came to Fulton County, and settled on Ben- 
In 


1873 he moved to his present fine property, con- 


nett’s Bayou, and there remained three years: 
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sisting of 267 acres, with 100 acres improved. He 
has good buildings, and a comfortable home. As 
he has had but little help since commencing for 
himself, heis the architect of his own fortune. To 
his marriage were born eleven children, eight ly- 
ing at present: Susan. born October 12. 1870; 
E. J., born February 9, 1872; G. W., born on the 
3d of September, 1874; Lydia M., born on the Sth 
of September, 1876; Sarah A., born on the oth of 
December, 1878; W. S., born on the 5th of March, 
1880; James K. P., born on the 12th of October, 
1885, and Nancy, born on the 11th of June, LS&S. 
Mr. Deatherage has been justice of the peace of his 
township for one term. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, County Line Lodge No. 373, 
and in his political opinions is with the Democrats. 
Mrs. Deatherage is the daughter of Elijah and 
Lydia Hall, who were the parents of eleven chil- 
dren, the following living: Samuel, Elisha, Mollie, 
Elijah, Lydia, Thomas, Rebecca D. and J. BK. P. 
James Dinwiddie is a man whom nature seems 
to have especially fitted to he a farmer, for he has 
met with good success in his farming operations. 
He was born in Greene County, East Tenn., on the 
14th of August, 1856, and is a son of Calvin and 
Mary (Carr) Dinwiddie, the former being also a 
native of East Tennessee, bis birth occurring Feb- 
ruary 23, 1828. 
youth, and by trade was a tailor, and these occu- 
pations he followed in his native State until 1859, 
when he moved to Arkansas. While at Greenfield, 
Mo., in 1864, he was captured by the Federal 


He was a school teacher in his 


troops and taken to Indianapolis. Ind., where he 
died the same year from the effects of a wound re- 
ceived from a sabre at the time of his capture. He 
was ason of James H. Dinwiddie, who died in 
Kast Tennessee. 
in Knoxville, Tenn., April 5, 1886, and died in 
Arkansas on the 13th day of December, 1585. Of 
her two children, James, the subject of this sketch, 


Mary (Carr) Dinwiddie was born 


was the elder. His youth was spent in Arkansas, 

and in this State his early scholastic advantages 

were enjoyed, though only such as the common 

schools of that period afforded. He has resided 

in Fulton County since February 11, 1562, and 

has thoroughly identified himself with the interests 
18 








of this section, owning an excellent farm com- 
prising 160 acres of land. He is industrious and 
enterprising, and his present farm denotes him to 
be possessed of thrift and energy. He is a Demo- 
Miss Ehzabeth Taylor 


became his wife on the 16th of February, 1888. She 


evat in his political views. 


was born in Fulton County, Ark., in 1871, and is 
a daughter of C. C. and Mary Taylor, both of 
whom are now deceased. 

John L. Golden. 
ers of Washington Township appears the name of 


Among the prominent farm- 


the above mentioned gentleman, whose success as 
a tiller of the soil is second to none in tke town- 
ship. He was born in Weakley County, Tenn., 
on the 27th day of July, 1849, and since early 
youth has applied himself steadfastly to agricul- 
tural pursuits, and with what success may be in- 
ferred when the fact is mentioned that he is the 
owner of one of the tinest tracts of land in this 
section of the county. He is the son of J. C. and 
Mary (Winn) Golden, both natives of Mississippi, 
and of English parentage. The father was born 
in 1824, was a tiller of the soil, and moved to Ten- 
nessee at a very early day. They were the parents 
of ten children, seven living to be grown: 5. D. 
(deceased), W. W.. lives in Lawrence County, 
Ark.; James H. (deceased), J. L., Martha. wife 
of Alexander Cannon; Jesse F., Lydia J.. wife of 
George Dunivan. Mr. Golden was a Democrat 
during his life, and had accumulated considerable 
property which he lost during the war. John L. 
Golden commenced work for himself at the age 
of twenty-one, and has tilled the soil assiduously 
ever since. When first starting out for himself 
he was possessor of $85, one horse, a few hogs, 
and a little corn. 
acres of land. with about 140 acres under culti- 


He is now the owner of 249 


vation, besides having his farm well stocked with 
horses. cattle, hogs, and all else to be seen on a 
He left Tennessee in 1872, 


settling in Independence County, Ark., and there 


well conducted farm. 


remained for three years. In 1875 he came to 
Fulton County and followed farming ou rented 
land. He then bought a farm of eighty acres, im 
proved the same, and in ISS4 sold out and bought 


his present property. He was married on the 6th 
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of January, 1579, to Miss Rachel M. Anderson, 
and two children have been born to this marriage: 
Lula A., born August 2, 1883, and Luther F., 
born May 20, 1859. Mrs. Golden is the daughter 
of J. M. and Martha J. (Kelton) Anderson, natives 
of Tennessee, and the parents of five children, four 
now living: J. C. (deceased), Rachel M., Lucy 
A. M., wife of Jasper Rives, of Fulton County; 
Martha C., wife of Alexander Sanders, and Har- 
riet L., wife of James Lingle, of Fulton County. 
Mr. Anderson came to this State in IS74, settling 
first in Stone County, and in 1875 moved to this 
county, where he has since resided. He has been 
postmaster at Ten Mile postofifice for thirteen years, 
and is a much esteemed citizen. John L. Golden 
votes with the Democratic party, and Mrs. Golden 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 

Amos E. Golder has passed the uneventful life 
of the farmer, continuing steadily to pursue the 
even tenor of his way, and is now ranked among 
the prosperous farmers of Fulton County, being 
the owner of 512 acres of land in the home place, 
of which forty-eight are under cultivation, and 
seventy-five acres in Myatt Township. He was 
born in Phillips County, Ark., October 27, 1842, 
and is the second of eight children born to Dr. 
James B. and Mary (Bond) Golder, whose births oc- 
curred in Richmond, Va., October 3, 1816. and Knox 
County, Tenn., May 27, 1813, and died in Randolph 
and Fulton Counties, Ark., December 26. 1861, 
and January 9, 1888, respectively. Dr. 
Golder removed to Phillips County, Ark., at an 


James 


early day, and was there married, moving in 1852 
to Fulton County, of which he was one of the 
early settlers. Polftically he was a Democrat, and 
held the office of justice of the peace, and was also 
postmaster in Falton County. He served in the 
Confederate army, and just prior to his death was 
to have been appointed regimental surgeon. Amos 
E. Golden and his brother, J. M., are the only 
ones of their parents’ family who are now living, 
and both reside in Fulton County. The former 
has lived here since ten years of age, but before 
reaching his twenty-first birthday he received only 
few educational advantages. In July, 1561, he 


enlisted in Company I, Seventh Arkansas Regi- 
ment of the Confederate States Army, and served 
until be was captured at the battle of Franklin. 
Tenn., in 1864. 
and after being kept in captivity five months, was 
liberated and soon after joined the United States 
army, and served from 1865 to November. 1864. 
After receiving his discharge he returned to Ar- 
kansas and resumed farming in Fulton County. 
On the 5th of September, 1867, he was married to 
Miss Mary R. Partie, who was born in Izard 
County, Ark., on the 6th of April, 1843, and by 
her has had a family of eight children: James (de- 
ceased), Elisabeth R. (deceased), George A., 
Laura (deceased), Martha, Emma (deceased), Peter 
E., and Amos G. (deceased). Mr. Golder is a 
Democrat, his first presidential vote being cast for 
Greeley. He is a Master Mason. belonging to 
Myatt Lodge No. 407. He and wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Mrs. 
Golder’s parents, George and Mary Partie, were 
born in Kentucky and Tennessee, November 25, 
1811, and March 4, 1814, respectively. They 
were married in Arkansas. The maternal grand- 
father, Louis Partie, was born in Kentucky in 
1763, and in 1814 emigrated to Arkansas. locat- 
ing near Mount Olive, being one of the first set- 
tlers of that part of the State. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Mary Ramsey, was born in 
Maryland, in 1768, and was of English descent. 
Mr. Partie was a French Canadian. 
married in 1787. 


He was taken to Chicago, IIl., 


They were 
Soon after the former joined 
the United States army, and served three years in 
the defense of the Union. The great-grandfather, 
Charles Ramsey, spent seven years of his life in 
This has 


been handed down to the present generation by 


fighting for the liberty we now enjoy. 


Mrs. Golder’s grandmother, who now rests under 
the sod on the bank of White River. 

J. R. Green, farmer, Bennett's Bayou, Fulton 
County, Ark. The father of Mr. Green, William 
Green, was a native of Alabama, and after reach- 
ing manbood was united in marriage to Miss Ro- 
sanna Deshazo, a native of Tennessee, in 1857 or 
ISOS. 
two now living: 


Yo this marriage were born four children, 
J. KR. Green, born on the 24th 
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FULTON COUNTY. 





of May, 1859, and Susan, wife of LL. C. Woods. 
The parents moved to Arkansas in 1861,  set- 
tling in Izard County until after the war, and 
then, in 1866, moved to Fulton County. They 
purchased a farm on Bennett's River, and this he 
improved in every respect. During the late Civil 
War the father served in the Confederate army 
nearly the whole time of the conflict, and was with 
Gen. Price on his raid through Missouri. He was 
a Democrat in polities, and although a man who 
had received but limited educational advantages, 
had improved his time to such an extent that he 
was considered well-informed on all subjects. 
Mrs. Green was married the second time, about 
1870, to Mr. W. Harber, by whom she had two 
children: Rebecca Jane, born in 1872, and Mary 
E., born in 1874. Mr. Harber was born in Crock- 
ett County, Tenn., and was married to Mrs. Green 
in Greene County, Ark. He died in 1874. He was 
a man who had taken a prominent part in the poh- 
tics of the county, and voted the Democratic 
ticket. He was a member of the Christian Church. 
Mrs. Harber was a member of the Missionary Bap- 
tist Church. J. R. Green’s chances for an eduea- 
tion were very limited and the principal part of bis 
youthful days were spent on the farm. On the 
10th of July, 1884, his marriage to Miss F. A. 
She, also, had 
received rather limited advantages for an educa- 
tion, but, like her husband, she has improved her 
time by study and observation. They are the par- 
ents of three children: M. C., born on the 6th of 
July, 1885; W. H., born on the 17th of March, 
1887, and Rebecea, born on the 29th of April, 
1889. Mr. Green commenced farming in 1884, 
and has continued this pursuit up to the present. 


Wilson, of Alabama, took place. 


He is the owner of a fine farm of 280 acres, which 
he paid for by the honest sweat of his brow. 
Although of limited education himself Mr. Green 
is always in favor of public schools, and is a liberal 
contributor to that and all other laudable enter- 
prises. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 


Waterville Ledge No. 50. He is also a member 
of Vidette Lodge No. 94, I. O. O. F. In poli- 


ties his political preference is with the Demo- 
cratic party. His wife is the daughter of W. H. 


| full 


and M. J. (Driscol) Wilson, natives of Alabama, 
the parents of only one child, Mrs. Green. 
Wilson died on the 4th of January, 1870, in 
communion with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. second time, 


Miss Martha Graves, of Alabama, on the Yd5th of 


and 
Mrs. 


Wilson married the 


December, 1570, and they became the parents of 
four children, three deceased. The one living is 
William H., whose birth occurred on the 25th of 
S74. 


County and is in very comfortable circumstances. 


December, Mr. Wilson resides in Baxter 
He takes quite an active part in politics and is a 
Republican. He was in the Confederate army dur- 
ing the war, was a commissicned officer and was 
taken prisoner, remaining in prison for some time. 
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, belong- 
ing to County Line Lodge No. 373, and also the 
Chapter at Mountain Home. 

Thomas Hall has been a resident of Fulton 
County, Ark., for the past nineteen years, and his 
example of industry, and his earnest and sincere 
efforts to make life a success, are well worthy the 
imitation of all. The condition of his farm, which 
consists of 2SO0 acres, shows the thrift and energy 
which are among his chief characteristics, and all 
necessary buildings and fences form a prominent 
Thomas Hall was 


born in Morgan County, Tenno., February 25, 


feature of the improvements. 


1849, and is one of eight surviving members of a 
family of eleven children, boru to Elijah aad Lydia 
(Scott) Hall, who were born in Morgan County, 
Tenn., and Kentucky, in 1797 and 1812, respect- 
ively. Elijah Hall was a farmer by occupation, 
and about 1870 moved to Fulton County, Ark., 
where he passed the rest of his days, dying in 
1881. His widow still survives him, and resides 
in Baxter County, Ark. The paternal grandpar- 
ents were North Carolinians, who removed to Ten- 
The youth- 
ful days of Thomas Hall were divided between farm 
work and attending the common schools, where he 


nessee at an early day, and there died. 


He remained with 
his parents until he attained his majority, and was 
then married August 14, 1870, to Miss Doreas E. 
October 39, 
1850, and isa daughter of William and Jane Kerr, 


received a fair education ouly. 


Kerr, who was born in Tennessee 





| 
283 | 
| 
| 


¥Y 


’ 


J 











ee et oe 


YL IOO 


i bre 
wht tats 
+t Lf 


ff (ena) 1 
Ane iT Whivisd 
ish odd to Barbee y/ 


iisehs 


rains pil 


CORT tB TG 


patige vag ji taliWalbild iit diva DOU irae {tert 
Ades RAY Apoat al sae doef 
hd if ao ,ROnUE ovauy auline, calh 

} y wt vrall bteah? | ocean 
il + “dsecual dod. Jo vb lito ages 

5 ‘aad deol: esl 77 
Piste | AW, “ATES: rodanongd 

Py mit of eg Pea BD VU 4 ;} i -bes Tey tO.) 
fp ait ha rhen (i) dey etter ot Olt ifs winds Abt 
pb viii iPad t ca! well te BY Ho deothdtiqe tl 
jt Yao. Clekiiiie® 0. AGW bien, il Agi 


; ; ae 
gory udne.a0) moshiy iff MiIMiAT, antes) GaAN 


you! nr! gies? hel mith Hilt To Paintat wb 4 oH 
i ofls. bog OTP 1% Geb dend “Hiro md ca lrt 
Ohaniadiiiol, de ret it) 
wHitt to thelr | pale eat Halk sean! 
js see ae Usp te Aik Jeno) 
écred tty fictkt Sarge it st | foster ceRL eat 30) a) pity K 


nit crilinhe dlew air eit goat bilger ot. etiofe 


elosihy Jura? Sit 1s moe, sth Ths In HOPPE: 
4 bite rit! “vd eerone peyton Ved to eietes09 
Ihe footk etdePatenstald. terdo and “oom vt BOI 
neiigro’s iste) > bat ays isles rihessou 
any JUGAL epiions Asem oromint st To wade) 
S yiswide'l wil “gatopeD” RSTO ny oxo 
roe One| SELEY 316 lidais forure er dina Ra 

bi IGE ot ait abl tty oe hi to qin 
aeunsthita) Yio stay TTT Husk} 

baer te ai die Dia’, aoe L 

mcguire rans eH defi -yfavi 

iA eal) qomaly “3 Jon GPa wobde° Fins 
aril ah wt GOR Baraka ot, siedy 

ehies bus uid eovorwe Ue web ayy 1éet 


’ 


teababaw Tahraied ous oes ‘tas edber oi 

Ted fervour only 6 Wao wiow eho 
wth i “fd | bathioteds Tia id 7 ie 1B Is. a0eren 
wire? uvawied bebirib ow [lak euinol T io eyah Lui 
gloodne nounnoo add aotiiay lia breads v 


Pili 


ad aweuly 


dive basis oi (Site Wottpairks Tat £5 bevicayory 
esuine bist ripe etl Pegiatin od Peasie etaetany ict - 
Menno eal ot (Wok df deed Sonate Hoth! 
(3 fabs ot soe hast at are eye ury: o2 


100d vast hin oni eto qedip vals ai Fite) Ae 


















































Alo 2 wal to ater aaiae how, “eel 
Joa bet i wareireaty exh, feavnnet adie’ 
bak any Ai titan unt) fast ei y 
at DaTuitee| kt of bene OAL re ft 
iyul ais{) Dish avi edoinert oo gon uo ities 
Live) vtea guetta ysis  vieve ab hey 
Coty Mieb4ne oly ui hovtos gouhdad oul, 
doher aan Gels doifiaus wilt hy aanit alodw oad. 
ean ob) © Paieetll Basten) bint aid se wing 
OW 8 digyunondt hi Mie evitilog ni de 
aoa teavyie imaorteeitin hacmail tod Laviog f 
an tot fiers an ues of owti) aud berrae 
tospinte {ha iu bern bsieg 
poly aie) bows out bernie How asdnt 
ows bart ode orgie gh ssdtnll W/ alt at 
el hie Ray or ato urek gopudedl . : 
foe) atirted caw secu if ATR ad os oe 
aoyit) @tl ot Deitsut «pw bas ,covT ets vor: 
daw ok Shieh miei aH até, yinnod einem £ 
ion Sd wl t4diy daw jiaory 6h sede} bad one of 
siipmotel «it Betov has wanes odd. 
(el obteeall 418 Io lun & aw oH 4 . 
yn yoni (Madd oe indo BARW a 
ener 4 fe 4h Mond # ee ft. ads 
ltodene fi sean rp sal) fan botiontl yier oe 
wit BO avait ae. tasize ovw eyab Tals 
| ail ot agutrinas vid BAL .elath & 
bad, der syentts aood aeatdslh Yo, noel 
Bonbe Be We lenilove toy, toetinns il ronda 
«sit havea: pad d= ariaclesed rod odik sae 
racy gal) ous Tae” oiliry Taedy har vebtgte ah 
to ds? odd Ho med ( 2): AL ~pethlisde va 
steal ti gil ol me. ew 
loud ‘To afatet pedal ye 
“) ni yyciearaggt ‘ovmeutuses asork) ile iy 
diteasig “od 08 an tise sidi beuaudnos 
dagslive. eer UPS h ) atl emits lo sae odd # 
wept aig to Jenwin des aed ods 4d. oT bi 
9: 41 Haeaid aoiuerhe bedi! to dye 
farrochtl a et hue debbodine oiling saved ait ry 
iotdy oliabpel weedse te - hath tedt 01 4 
~ ohne G oiioanle il} Ta: 2 ein i #b 4} 
vr: ‘fy & ri ai abt US Teaete tA rg hroud allies 
Ney al Oe | 8 or aghrod adtad 
sours) ‘uid aie at enuianhe 


H.W paivvice me boii 


ty 


‘ie ' 


dcp 


ae Gi 


aati! ny 


; 
conte 


ou ao awd 


t 


enh) sig‘ iteul 






















































































ls, 








args 


284 HISTORY 


OF ARKANSAS. 





both natives of Ireland, who died in Fulton Coun- 
ty. Ark. To Thomas Hall and his wife eight chil- 
dren have been born, six of whom are living: Katie, 
born August 3, 1872; Clory Ann, born January 26, 
1875; Mary Alice, born May 20, 1877; John L., 
born May 13, 1879, died January 18, 1580: Ada 


Gordan, born April 21, 1881; Myrtle Eva, born | 


October 30, 1883; Sabra Poreas, born October 
9, 1886, and Victor Thomas, born August 13, 
1889. Mr. Hall has always voted the Democratic 
ticket, and his first vote was cast for Horace Gree- 
ley for the Presidency. He is a member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church, and his wife is con- 
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
They are intelligent and enterprising citizens, and 


would give life to any community in which they | 
' of June, 1882; H. W. and Letha A. (twins), born 


might settle. 

W.S. Hamilton. 
large or small, is made up, to a greater or less de- 
gree, of the lives of its citizens, and it is apparent 
to any intelligent observer that the history of this 
county is only such as has been made by those who 
have been identified with its 
some time. Mr. Hamilton can safely be classed 
among the pioneers of the State of Arkansas. His 
father, Thomas Hamilton, was a native of Ohio, 
born in 1822, and came to Kentucky at an early 
day. He was a miller by trade, and followed this 
pursuit during the principal part of his life. He 
was married in Kentucky, in 1846, to Miss Sarah 
Bunton, a native of Virginia, born about 1828. 
Eight children were given them, five of whom 
are now living: W. S., John W., David, farmer in 
the Indian Nation; William, resides in Independ- 
ence County, Ark., and is a farmer; and Melissa, 
wife of John M. McCandlass, a farmer of Fulton 
County. Thomas Hamilton left Kentucky in 1856, 
and moved to Illinois, where he resided until 1869, 


A history of any community, 


but subsequently he located in Greene County, 
Ark. After remaining there two years he moved 
to Fulton County, Ark., and engaged in the mill- 
ing business at Elizabeth, where he remained 
thus occupied until his death, which occurred on 
the 20th of October, 18387. 
of the peace of his township in this county for some 


He had been justice 


time, and was a man universally respected. He 





development for | 


and wife were both members of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. The mother died March 8, 
1861. W. SS. Hamilton came to this county with 
his father, and settled on Spring River, in the east 
portion for some six years. He then moved to 
his present property of 160 acres, eighty acres 
under cultivation, and there he has since remained. 
He has made all the improvements, and has a fine 
farm. His marriage occurred in 1868, in Tllinois, 
to Miss Mary A. Green, a native of Tennessee, and 
to them have been born ten children, nine now liv- 
ing: Sarah E. (deceased), Philip T., born April 7, 
1871; N. J., born on the 22d of July, 1873; Me- 
lissa. born January 22, 1876; Emily F., born on 
the 7th of November, 1878; George W., born on the 
lith of March, 1880; Nancy E., born on the 22d 


on the 6th of November, 1885; and Susan M., born 
on the 23d of April, 1S88. Mrs. Hamilton is the 
daughter of Thomas and Mary A. Green, natives 
of Tennessee, who were the parents of two children: 
Mary A.. born on the 12th of January, 1852, and 
Mr. Green died in 
155%, and in 1856 his widow married Thomas Nip- 
per, by whom she had these children: Sarah J. (de- 
ceased), Emily C. (deceased), J. H., and Thomas 
(deceased). Mr. Nipper died in 1865, of smallpox, 
and all the children, but the two mentioned above, 
died of the same dread disease. 


Philip, who resides in Illinois. 


Mr. Nipper was in 
the Union army, but was so disabled from exposure 
that he was discharged about 1863. Mr. Hamil- 
ton has filled the office of constable, has also been 
justice of the peace, and, like his father, is a Dem- 
oerat in politics. He is a member of Lodge No. 
94, of the I. O. O. F., at Vidette, Ark., and has 
served as secretary and treasurer, and also vice 
grand of his lodge. 

Sidney K. Harkleroad. The subject of this 
sketch is a Tennesseean by birth and bringing up, 
and has inculeated in him the sterling principles 
of his German ancestors. He was born in Sulli- 
van County, Tenn., March 13, 1848, and is a son 
of Henry and Margaret Adaline (Berry) Harkle- 
road, who were born in East Tennessee and Vir- 
ginia, respectively, and both died in Fulton County, 
Ark., the former on the 1Sth of December, 1869, 
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_. sons and one daughter were born to the latter, 
a farmer | 
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at the age of eighty-one years, and the latter 
on the 18th of November, 1888, aged seventy-one 
years. They were married in the mother’s native 
State, but resided in Sullivan County, Tenn., un- 
til coming to Arkansas in 1850. They were mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
and he was a soldier in the War of 1812, and by 
occupation was a blacksmith, carpenter, and far- 
mer, as such being very successful until coming to 
Arkansas. At his death he left a competency for 
his family. He was a son of Henry Harkleroad, a 
native German, who was one of the first settlers of 
the State of Tennessee, and died there. Five 


five of the family now living: W. H. C., 
of Union Township, James H., Joseph T. and 58. 
K., being also millers of that township, and Mar- 
garet E., wife of R. C. Byrum of Union Township. 
W. H. C. was in the Confederate army three years 
during the Rebellion, and participated in many 


battles, and James H. was also in the service a | 


short time. The latter, with our subject and his 
brother, J. T., were extensively engaged in the 


saw-mill business in Izard County for about eight- 
een years. In 1588 Sidney K. Harkleroad built a 
grist-mill and cotton-gin on his farm, which he 
has since been successfully operating, the work 
which he turns out proving unusually satisfact- 
ory, and the patronage that has been attracted 
to this place for milling purposes is steadily in- 
creasing. If close application and study of the 
wants of his customers will serve to make a per- 
manent success of this mill, then Mr. Harkleroad 
need have no fear as to the outcome of his venture. 
He endeavors to please and keep apace with other 
institutions of like nature, and the results are prov- 
ing very favorable. In connection with his mill 
and farming, he and his brother, James H., are 
engaged in operating a tan yard, which is the only 
. business of the kind in Fulton County. Sarah R. 
Berry, a native of East Tennesseo, and a daughter 
of Thomas Berry, became his wife in 1870, and 
their union has resulted in the birth of five chil- 
dren: Margaret A., Thomas H., James M., Julia 
EK. and Elmer C. Mr. Harkleroad and his wife 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


South, in which he is trustee and class leader. 
Both he and his brother, James H., are members 
of the Masonic fraternity, and are Democrats in 
their political views. 

Dr. James Monroe Hazlewood was born in 
Williamson County, Tenn., October 15, 1837, and 
is the only surviving one of two children of 
Thomas and Sarah (Sutton) Hazlewood, the form- 
er born in Virginia March 15, 1807, and the latter 
in the same State February 14, 1814. Thomas 
Hazlewood was taken to Tennessee at an early day 
by his father, who also bore the name of Thomas, 
and there spent his life. engaged in farming. his 
death occurring October 7, 1838, followed by his 
wife November 3, 1887, she being an earnest 
member of the Christian Church. Our subject, 
Dr. Hazlewood, inberits English and Irish blood 
from his father. In 1842 he was taken by his 
parents to Mississippi, and until 1847 they resided 
near the city of Jackson, then moving to Hardin 
County, Tenn., and in 1852 to Perry County. In 
1860 Dr. Hazlewood emigrated to Dunklin Coun- 
ty, Mo., and in 1870 to Oregon County, of the 
same State, and in 1871 he again made a change 
of residence, this time coming to Sharp County, 
Ark., and three years later to where he now lives. 
His lands amount to 216 acres, and he has about 
sixty acres under cultivation. His marriage to 
Miss Martha J. Lindsey took place August 16, 
1855. She was born in Tennessee May 4, 1537, 
and is a daughter of John and Sarah Lindsey, who 
removed to Arkansas during the early history of 
that State, and there died. Dr. and Mrs. Hazle- 
wood became the parents of eleven children, of 
whom the following are living: Mary J. (wife of 
John A. Michael), Margaret M. (wife of U. C 
Allen), Martha T. C., Julia I. V., Samuel J. 5. 
and Johu 8. D. The Doctor has been an ordained 
minister of the Christian Church since 1SS4, and 
has been a practicing physician since 1874. Dur- 
ing the war he served six months as heutenant of 
Company 8B, Richardson’s artillery. His first 
presidential vote was cast for John Bell, of Ten- 
nessee. He is a Master Mason. 

Joseph Highfill has given his attention strictly 
to farming throughout life, and his earnest en- 
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deavors in pursuing this cailing, coupled with 
| strict integrity and honesty of purpose, have 
| placed him among the honored and respected agri- 
| eulturists of the county. He was born in Tennes- 
| see in 1839, and is a son of Dr. James and Martha 
(Jackson) Highfill, who were born in Tennessee in 
1812 and 1825, and died in Oregon County, Mo., 
and Jackson County, Ark., in 1878 and 1S74, re- 
spectively. 





The father was of English lineage, 
He 
also followed the occupation of farming, and in 
this connection as well as in the capacity of a phy. 
Bennett and 
Margaret Highfill emigrated from Tennessee to 
Dallas County, Mo., in 1854, and five years later 
| moved to Oregon County. The grandfather Ben- 
| nett died in Tennessee, and his wife in Dallas 
County, Mo. Joseph Highfill was the fourth of 
fourteen children, and made his home with his | 
parents until twenty-two years of age, receiving 
during his youth a very limited education. In | 
_1880 he removed from Oregon County, Mo., to 
where he now lives, and is the owner of a good 
farm, comprising 120 acres, with about forty acres 
under cultivation. During the Rebellion he spent | 
some eight months in the Confederate army, but 
has since been a Republican in politics. Miss 
Mary Kirby, who was born in Tennessee. in 1843, 
became his wife in 1863, and by her he has had a 
family of five children: Jennie, Rosa, Ellen, Alice 
and Hattie. They are also rearing an orphan 
child named Maud Koontz. Mrs. Highfill is a 
daughter of Henry and Temperance Kirby, the | 
former born in the State of Tennessee, and the 
latter in North Carolina. They moved from Ten- 
nessee to Illinois in 1851, and in 1859 located in 
| Oregon County, Mo., where they both died. Mrs. 
Highfill belongs to the Christian Church. 

Sell W. Hinkle, farmer, is now following the 
occupation to which he was reared, and which has 
been his life work, a calling that for ages has re- 
ceived undivided efforts from many worthy individ- 
uals, and one that furnishes sustenance to the ready 
| worker. 


+ and was a well-known and skillful physician. 


sician, he attained prominence. 


His parents, Jesse and Annie (Hopkins) 
Hinkle, were both natives of North Carolina, and 
at an early day came to Arkansas. They purchased 





| Hinkle continued to farm in Oil Trough Bottom 


| public schools, ete. 
Mrs. Hinkle is a member of the Christian Church. 





ARKANSAS. 


a farm in Oil Trough Bottom, and made a great 
many improvements on it. Mr. Hinkle’s first mar- 
riage occurred in 1825 or 1826 in North Carolina, 
and this union was blessed by the birth of these 
children: Wes (deceased), Jesse (deceased), Nar- 
cissus, Artemus and Louisa. Mrs. Hinkle died 
about 1852, and Mr. Hinkle took for his second 
wife, two years later, Miss Fannie Hopkins, who 
Sell and Sarah J. 
Mr. Hinkle died near 1858S, and his widow 
followed him to the grave the next year. Sell 
Hinkle began working for himself at the age of 
nineteen as a farm hand, and this continued until 
twenty years of age. He then chose Miss Lucy + 
Lee, of Leon County, Texas, as his companion 
through life, and they were married in 1878. Mr. 


bore him two children: (de- 


ceased). 


until 1884, when he moved to Fulton County and 
bought 160 acres of land. He erected good build- 
ings and made many other improvements, and still 
owns eighty acres in Oil Trough Bottom, all well- 
improved and worth $50 per acre. Mrs. Hinkle is 
the daughter of Thomas and Jane (Merriman) Lee, 
and one of two children: Lucy, born November 10, 
1861, and Sarah, wife of Mr. James, living in Ful- 
ton County. Mr. Lee died in 1565 from the effect 
of injuries received in a collision on the train. 
He served in the Confederate army as a private. 
Mrs. Lee was married the second time in 1870 to 
Wesley Thompson, and by him became the mother 
of five children: George and Mollie (twins), Elijah, 
Carroll and Alice. Mrs. Thompson died in 18S0, 
and Mr. Thompson five years later. He was a 
farmer in Jackson County, Ark., and was one of 
the well-to-do farmers. Mr. Hinkle received a very 
meager education, but is a liberal supporter of 
He is a Democrat in politics. 


He belongs to the I. O. O. F. 

William Howard is one of the sturdy and pro- 
gressive tillers of the soil of Fulton County, Ark., 
and a man who has won a host of warm friends 
He 
was born in Lauderdale County, Ala., August 10, 


by his many admirable traits of character. 


1823, and is ason of Robert and Susan (Smith) 
Howard. The father died in Wayne County, Mo., 
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when our subject was about thirteen years of age, ' has been an ordained elder since 1872 and ocea- 

: and the date of his birth is unknown. He re- | sionally occupies the pulpit now, thus administer- 

f moved from Alabama to Missouri in 1826, and was ing to the spiritual wants of his fellow man as well 

! of Irish descent, his grandfather having been born | as to their physical needs. He is popular with all, 

in the ‘‘ Emerald Isle.*’ His wife was supposedto kind and courteous in his intercourse with his ac- 

i have been born in Alabama in 1805, and died in  quaintances, and is always to the front in aiding 

t Jackson County, Ark., in 1S62. Two of her nine’ any enterprise which tends to the advancement of 

f children are now living, of whom our subject is the county. In December, 1569, he selected a wife 

E the eldest. He attended the common schools of in the person of Miss Martha Ousley, a native of 

4 Wayne County, Mo., and until twenty-two years Osage County, Mo., and the daughter of Wilham 

f of age remained faithfully by his mother, assist- and Martha Ousley, the father one of the wealth- 

: ing her in making a living. In March, 1544, he  iest farmers of Pulaski County, Mo. This union 

: moved to Jackson County, Ark., and was married resulted in the birth of five children, one son and 

4 there in May two years later to Miss Caroline three daughters living. While practicing he was | 

; Kinder, who was born in Cape Girardeau County, studying medicine in Pulaski County, and in 1875 

i Mo., in 1828. She died in her native county he came to Fulton County and was the first settler 

: in 1851, having become the mother of two chil- at Elizabeth, becoming one of the most successful 

: dren, both of whom are deceased. On February and prominent physiciaus of the county. When | 

: 22, 1858, he married Mrs. Elizabeth (Brecken- first entering upon the practice of his profession 

i ridge) Dennis, who was born in Alabama in 1826, he was in poor circumstances, but his true worth — 
Of the seven children born to them only one is soon became apparent and a large patronage was | 

now living: William, who was born June 14, 1854, the result. He never attended medical college, but 

is living with his parents and is married to Susan in 1882 he passed the best examination before the 

Mullens. They have two children: Robert L. and . medical examiners of any physician in Fulton Coun- 

Walter C. Mr. and Mrs. Howard are members of ty. For three years he has been in the drug bus. 

: the Baptist Church. In 1863 Mr. Howard enlisted iness in connection with his practice. He was the 

: in Company E, Clark’s regiment, and served un- first postmaster at Elizabeth and held the position 

: til the final surrender, the latter part of his ser- for several years. A Democrat in his political 

vice being under Marmaduke. He was also with preferences, his first presidential vote was cast for 

Price on his raid and served as second lieutenant. Tildenin 1876. He was a charter member of Wild 

; Since about 1844 he has been a resident of Ar- Cherry Lodge No. 443, A. F. & A. M., and has 
kansas and in his political views has always been a held nearly all the offices. He is also a member 
Democrat, having cast his first presidential vote for of Eastern Star Chapter, at Wild Cherry. His 
James K. Polk. wife has been a member of the church for many 

Dr. D. T. Hudgens, of Elizabeth, Ark., has years, and he has been a member since 1869. 
been successful as .both druggist and practicing His parents, Robert and Mahala C. (Dodd) Hudg- 
physician, and is one of the prominent business ens, were born in Kentucky and Tennessee, re- 
men of the place. He was born in Pulaski County, spectively. They were married in Missouri, where 
Mo., March 27, 1850, and received his rudimentary they were early settlers, and there the father was 
education in the common schools, supplementing a successful attorney for twenty years. He died 
the same by a two years’ course in the high school in Rolla in October, 1864, and at the time of his 
at Rolla. When about twenty years of age heen- death was one of the leading lawyers of Southern 
gaged in farming, and two years later entered the Missouri, then holding, also, the position of provost 
ministry, being licensed in August, 1872. He was marshal. He was also treasurer of Pulaski County 
a traveling preacher for five years and held all at onetime. After his death his widow married 
the offices in the Free Will Baptist Church. He again and moved to Elizabeth, where she died in 1 
es = =o re 
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HISTORY OF 
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1885. She was a member of the Baptist Church 
for suventeen years. 

Jacob T. Hudson is a man whose natural char- 
acteristics have especially favored as a tiller of the 
The pursnit of agriculture has afforded him 
high gratification, and in the conduct of a farm 
the principles which he has held have been pecu- 
liarly adapted to the suecessful development and 
improvement of the varied elements of farm life. 
Of unquestioned honesty and integrity, his course 
Mr. 
Hudson was born in Itawamba County, Miss., in 
1850, and is the son of William P. and Celia 
(Thomas) Hudson, the former a native of Anson 
County, N. C., born July 8, 1808, and the latter 
of Darlington District, 5S. C. They were wedded 
in the last named place, and from there removed 
to Pickens County, Ala., in 1845 or 1846, and 
from there soon after to Itawamba County, Miss. 
In 1870 they moved to Fulton County, Ark., and 
there Mr. Hudson died in 1871. He was a well- 
to-do farmer, and was of Dutch extraction. His 
wife died in Tennessee about 1884, and both were 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church. Like 
most of the youths of that vicinity, as he grew up, 
he devoted his time and attention to farming, re- 


soil. 


through life has been unimpaired by criticism. 


ceiving in the meantime a rather limited amount 
of schooling. In 1869 he came with his brother- 
in-law to Fulton County, and was engaged in farm 
labor until 1873, when he was united in marriage 
to Miss Martha E., daughter of Josiah and Ma- 
tilda Ross, natives of Tennessee and Kentucky, 
respectively. Mr. Ross died in Fulton County, 
but his wife is still living. Mrs. Hudson was born 
in Izard County, and by her union to Mr. Hudson 
became the mother of six children, one son and 
Since 1878 Mr. Hudson 
has lived on his present farm of 175 acres, with 
All this is 
his own work, as there were but twelve acres cleared 
when he first settled there. He is a Republican 
in his political views, and his first presidential vote 
was for Gen. Grant in 1872. He has been a mem- 
ber of Lodge No. 448, A. F. & A. M., at Wild 
Cherry, and has held nearly all the oftices except 
Master. 


three daughters living. 


sixty-five or seventy under cultivation. 


He is also a member of Ladies Chapter 


| 


of Eastern Star (White Lily) No. 61, at Wild 
Cherry, and is a charter member of both lodges. 
He and wife belong to the Missionary Baptist 
Church, and he is clerk in the Mount Vernon and 
Pleasant Ridge Church. One brother. E. D., and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wallace and Mrs. 
Argen D. Harris, are residing in Fulton County. 
while one brother, John A., is in Alabama, and 
two sisters, Mrs. Mary P. Mayhall and Mrs. Bet- 
sey A. Mayhall, are both natives of Mississippi. 


two sisters, 


Dr. John 8. Hutchenson, physician and sur- 
geon, Wild Cherry. 
as well as surrounding counties the name that 
heads this sketch is by no meaus an unfamiliar 


Among the people of Fulton 


one, for for many years he has been active and 
successfully occupied in the prosecution of his 
chosen profession, and during that time his career 
as a practitioner and thorough student of medicine 
has won for him no less a reputation than did his 
personal characteristics as a citizen and neighbor. 
He owes his nativity to Carroll County, Ark., where 
in 1854. His parents, John W. 
and Mary (Sudduth) Hutchenson, the former a na- 
tive of Alabama, and the latter of South Carolina, 
were married in Mississippi, about 1850, later re- 


he was born 


moving to Carroll County, Ark., and four years 
after to Fulton County, of the same State. They 
settled on the farm where the Doctor is now living, 
and in 1855 the father went to Kansas and was 
absent about four months in search for gold. He 
was a farmer, but also followed merchandising at 
Wild Cherry. There he died in 1858 in full com- 
munion with the Christian Church. Mrs. Hutch- 
enson was married twice, Mr. Hutchenson being 
her last husband. She has been living on the old 
home place since 1854, and is one of the old set- 
tlers in Big Creek Township. She has been a 
member of the Christian Church for many years. 
Dr. John $. Hutchenson was the third of four sons: 
and his education was acquired in the common 
schools. When sixteen years of age he began the 
study of medicine and in 1878 and 187%) at- 
tended Keokuk Medical Colleve, at Keokuk, Iowa, 
and has since practiced his profession in the locality 
Jannary 2, S74, Miss 


Mary Trap, originally from Tennessee, became his 


in which he was reared. 
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and died on September 20, 1876, leaving one son. 
She was a member in good standing in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. Dr, Hutchenson owns the 
home farm of 520 acres, with 225 under cultiva- 
tion. He is the only child living of his father’s 
family. In politics he aftiliates with the Demo- 
eratic party, and cast his first presidential vote for 
S. J. Tilden in 1876. 


P. P. B. Hynson of the general mercantile firm | 
worthy reference to the affairs of this county 


of Archer, Daniel & Co. of Mammoth Spring, 
Ark., was born in Batesville, Independence Coun- 
ty, in 1851, his parents being William and Ros- 
alie (Burton) Hynson, the former of Maryland by 
birth and rearing. In 1538 he came to Arkan. 
sas, and located at Batesville, where he married 
in 1842, and resided until his death in 1858, at the 
age of forty-three years. His family came from 
England and settled .upon the eastern shore of 
Maryland. His wife was born in Virginia, and 


now resides in Batesville. having become the | 
' moved to Hardin County, Tenn., in 1871, to Izard 


mother of four children. 
father, P. P. Burton, was a native of Virginia, and 


The maternal grand- 


was a successful physician: he graduated from 
a medical college at Philadelphia, and tirst prac- 
ticed his profession at Lexington, Va., then at 
Holly Springs, Miss., and finally located in Little 
Rock, Ark., in 1840. He was a practicing physi- 
cian for sixty years, and was United States sur- 
geon at Little Rock for many years. His death 
occurred in 1872 at the age of eighty-five years. 
The great grandfather was a Scotchman, who moved 
from his native land to the colonies at an early day, 
and during the progress of the Revolutionary War 
served in the Continental army in the rank of 
major. He was donated 4,000 acres of land by the 
Government for valuable services. P. P. B. Hyn- 
son was educated in Batesville, Ark., and began 
life for himself as a clerk in a general mercantile 
store in that town at the age of sixteen years, con- 
tinuing until 1871 when he became a member of 
the firm, remaining as such until 1873. Since 1876 
he has been a resident of Fulton County, Ark., 
and has been associated with his present partners. 
They carry a stock of goods valued at about 322,- 


000. Mr. Hynson is president and a stockholder 


in the Motor Light & Water Company and is a di- 
rector of the Building & Loan Association, all of 
these companies being incorporated. He was mar- 
riedin 1879 to Miss Mollie Mckee, of Owensboro, 
Ky., and their union has resulted in the birth of four 
children: Robert T., Rosalie B., Lawrence M. and 


Selden L. Mr. Hynson is a Democrat. His 


| grandmother was a Scott, a relative of Gen. Scott. 


William M. lLafevers, farmer, Viola. No 


would be complete without mention of Mr. Lafevers, 
who, amoug others, is engaged in tilling the soil. 


| Besides enjoying to an unlimited extent the confi- 


dence and respect of all who know him he came 
of a family of children that have not only done 
credit to themselves but have brought honor upon 
the name they bear. Mr. Lafevers’ parents, Alex- 


ander and Rebecca (Bradley) Lafevers, were both 


natives of North Carolina, the father born in Burke 
County and the mother in Cherokee County. They 


County, Ark., about 1876, and to Fulton County 
in 1878, where Mrs. Lafevers died in 1883. The 
father is still living, and is sixty-four years of age. 
He is a member of the Presbyterian Church, as 
was also his wife. He is a farmer by occupation 
and served in both the Mexican and Civil Wars. 
Of the ten children born to his marriage seven are 
stil] living, and all but one in Fulton County. 
William M. Lafevers is the eldest child of this 
family. He was born in Cherokee County, N.C.. 
in 1852, and though his educational advantages in 
youth were very meager, and though perhaps defi- 
cient in general learning, his vigorous mind has so 
grasped and embraced the opportunities which 
have presented themselves that he is accounted 
He 


was from the first taught everything connected with 


among the intelligent men of this vicinity. 


farming, later moving with his parents to Izard 
County. In 1875 he wedded Miss Tennessee Cole, 
daughter of Henry and Mary Cole, early settlers 


_of Arkansas, and the same year of his marriage 


he moved to Fulton County. He is the owner of 


207 aeres of land, with LOO under cultivation, and 
He is a 


also has other interests. Democrat in 
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polities, casting his first vote for Tilden; is a mem- 
ber of the Agricultural Wheel. and he and wife 
belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

William Thomas Livingston. The many years 
passed in sincere and earnest endeavor in thor- 
oughly discharging every duty in the different 
branches of business to which bis attention has 
been directed, have contributed very materially to 
the success that has fallen to the career of Mr. L. 
He was born in Chambers County, Ala., May 14, 
1835, and is a son of James T. and Emma W. 
(Childs) Livingston, who were born in Abbeville 
District, S. C., in 1803 and 1810, and died in 
Fulton County, Ark., July 7, 1859, and in 1864, 
respectively. 
native district in 1830, and about three years later 
they moved to Chambers County, Ala., 
1850 to Cass County, Ga. (now known as Bartow 
County), where they made their home until the 
fall of 1856. Then they came to Arkansas and 
located in Fulton County, the country at that time 
being in a very wild and unsettled condition and 
the homes of the settlers few and far between. 


Their marriage took place in their 


and in 


Mr. Livingston engaged in farming and milling, 
and was successful in the former occupation, but in 
the latter his efforts were not attended with good 
results. He served in the Creek War for a short 
time, and while in Alabama and Georgia held the 
office of justice of the peace at different times, and 
at the time of his death in this State he was county 
surveyor of Fulton County. He acquired an excel- 
lent education by experience as a salesman in a 
mercantile establishment in Old Cambridge, 5. C., 
and afterward became a partner in the business. 
He was a son of Thomas Livingston, who was a 
soldier in the Revolutionary War, being at the 
battle of Horse Shoe Bend. He died in Abbeville 
District, S. C. William Thomas Livingston, our 
immediate subject, was the second of eight chil- 
dren, six of whom survive, and acquired his edu- 
cation in the common 
Georgia. 


schools of Alabama and 
He remained faithfully by his parents 
until their deaths, and assisted his father in man- 
aging the home place. In 1858S he was appointed 
deputy sheriff under Thomas E. Martin, serving 


two years, then farmed until May, 1862, at which 


. 
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time he enlisted in the Confederate army, in the 
Tenth Missouri Infantry, and served as forage and 
wagon-master until starting for home the day 


before Lee surrendered, April 8, 1865, with a dis- . 


charge by reason of his election as representative 
of his county. After his return home he again 
took up the implements of farm life, was appointed 
deputy sheriff of Fulton County, andin 1566 again 
under M. V. 
In 


1872, at the close of reconstruction, he was elected 


appointed to the same position 


Shaver, and again in 1867 under E. O. Wolf. 


sheriff, again in 1876 and 1878, then in 1882, and 
once more in 1$86, in all ten years—a longer term 
of oftice than has ever been held by any one man in 
the county, with the exception of W. P. Rhea, who 
was circuit court clerk for the same length of time. 
He was assessor of Fulton County in 1859, 1867 
and 1868; and in 1864, while in the army, was 
elected to represent Fulton County in the General 
Assembly. In 1867 his union with Miss Louesa 
L. Jenkins took place, and by her he became the 
father of eleven children, seven of whom are living: 
James T., William 8S., Mary T., Emma J., Carrie 
M., Cora A. and Daisy B. 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church, is a 


Mr. Livingston isa 


Democrat in his political views, and has shown his 
brotherly spirit by becoming a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, representing his lodge in the 
Grand Lodge in 1873. 

Hon. E. R. Lueas, farmer, Viola. 
justly entitled to a more enviable place in the his- 
tory of Fulton County than the one which heads 


No name is 


this sketch, for it is borne by a man who has been 
usefully and honorably identified with the inter- 
ests of this county, and with its advancement, in 
every worthy particular. He owes his nativity to 
Dallas County, Ala., where he was born in 1835. 
His parents, Harvey B. and Amy (Wilson) Lucas, 
were born in Kentucky, in 1S08, and Georgia, in 
The father went to New York 


City when twenty-one years of age, engaged in 


1810, respectively. 


merchandising, but was burned out in the fire of 
1833. 
ried there, and began the study of: medicine. 


After this he went to Alabama, was mar- 
He 
practiced in that State for some time, then gradu- 


ated in his profession at Cineinnati, Ohio, after 
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FULTON COUNTY. 
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which, his health being very poor, he was advised | 
to go to Europe, but died on the ocean, in 1844 or 
1845, leaving a wife and four children, in poor 
circumstances. He was of Scotch descent, was a 
member of the Baptist Church, also a Mason, 
His widow is 


and was a very promising man. 
still living, and has been a member of the Baptist 
Chureh for over sixty years. She reared four | 
children, Hon. E. R. being the eldest. He re. 
ceived very little education until grown, and then 
taught seven terms of school. His wife was for- 
merly Miss Nancy Radford, whom he married in 
1859. Her parents, Reuben and Sarah Radford, 
were natives, respectively, of Alabama and Ken- 
tucky, and passed their last days in the former 
State, Mrs. Radford dying in 1853, and Mr. Rad- 
ford some years previous. To Mr. and Mrs. Lucas 
were born ten children, three sons and four daugh- 
ters living. Mr. Lucas served through the war, 
having enlisted in Company K, Eleventh Alabama | 
Volunteer Infantry, Confederate Army; the first 
year he was a private, then third lieutenant, and 
afterward first lientenant. and finally captain. He 
operated in Northern Virginia with Gen. Lee, and | 


was in twenty-four general engagements, among 
them Seven Pines, seven days’ fight before Rich- 
mond, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettys- 
burg, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, ete., and was 
never captured nor wounded. He received a fur- 
lough, and was at home during the final surrender. 
He then returned to tilling the soil, and in 1869 
came to Fulton County, Ark., where he has since 
lived, residing on his present farm for the past six 
years. He has been a close student all his life, 
and is at present one of the best informed men in 
Fulton County. In 1874 he was a member of | 
the constitutional convention that framed the pres- 
ent constitution of Arkansas, and in 1882 was 
elected to represent the county mentioned in the 
State legislature, holding the position for two 
years. He has been a life-long Democrat. and his 
first presidential vote was for James Buchanan, in 
1856. He has been a Mason since 1861. now 
belonging to Viola Lodge No. 399, and has held 
nearly all the offices. and was Master two years. 
He is also a member of the Agricultural Wheel. 
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He and wife belong to the Missionary Baptist 
Church, in which he has been a deacon for a num- 
ber of years. His maternal grandfather, William 
Wilson, was a native Virginian, and died in Georgia. 
He was of English descent, and a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War. Mr. Lucas has one brother, 
Rev. Oscar M. Lucas, who has been a prominent 
Baptist minister for about twenty-five years. He 
was educated principally at Mountain Home, in 
Baxter County. William P., brother, 
served about fourteen months in the Confederate 


another 


army, and was wounded at the seven days’ battle, 
in June, 1862, and died from the effects July 9. of 
the same year. A sister, Sarah F., is the wife of 
William P. Cameron, and is also a member of the 
Baptist Church. 

Elder Joseph B. McGlasson, minister of the 
Christian Church, and farmer of Big Creek Town- 
ship, was born in Cumberland County, Ky., in 
1809, and is at present one of the oldest and most 
esteemed citizens of Fulton County. His early life 
was one of hardship and trouble, and at that day 
he received very limited educational advantages. 
the most of his education being acquired after 
attaining his majority. Previous to that he had 
left home under rather unpleasant circumstances, 
his father being quite dissipated, and ragged and 
bare-foot, and with little or no schooling, he was 
compelled to make his way in life. He worked for 
aman one day to get some leather, and for another 
man a short time to get the leather made up into 
a pair of shoes. He continued to labor at such 
occupation as he could find, until he had a good 
suit of clothes, after which he attended school, ete. 
He was married September 16, 1830, to Miss 
Fannie Ross, who was originally from Cumberland 
County, Ky., and who died in Fulton County. 
Ark., in 1858. 
marriage, six sons and five daughters, only four of 
whom are now living. viz.: Isabelle S.. Susan. 
wife of William L. Cavnett, of Phelps County. Mo. : 
Mr. MeGlasson’s second mar- 


Eleven children were born to this 


Jane and Fannie. 
riage occurred, in 1859, to Mrs. Margaret J. Nib- 
blett, daughter of William 
She was born in Alabama, and by her marriage 
of four 


and Luey Fewell. 


became the mother children, two now 
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living: Francis M. and Tabitha, wife of James | lives, the mother dying since the war, at the age 


James, of Randolph County, Ark. The 
Mrs. McGlasson died about 1877, and Mr. Me- 
Glasson then married Mrs. Nancy Hewitt, who 
died in 1883. 
he married Mrs. Elizabeth Watson, daughter of 
James Hammond, and a native of Graves County, 
Ky. She was previously a member of the Baptist 
Church, but for tbe last seven years has heen a 
member of the Christian Church. In 1836 Mr. 
McGlasson removed to Southwest Arkansas, where 
he remained until 1851, then locating in Izard 
County, and from there, one year later, in Fulton 
County, Ark. He settled in the neighborhood 
where he now lives, and was one of the first white 
settlers of the county, he being only one of two 
now living in Big Creek Township who were 
in that township at that time. 
recognized as an honest; upright and much es- 
teemed citizen, and one of the county’s leading 
farmers. He now has 148 acres of land, with 
some sixty acres under cultivation. For about 
fifty-eight years he has been a Christian, first a 
member of the Methodist Church, and in 1845 he 
was licensed to preach by that church. He has 
preached more. or less ever since, and is among 
the oldest ministers of Arkansas. He was a Meth- 
odist until the separation in 1845, and was then a 


mained out of the church until 1865, when he 
joined tne Christian Church. From 1844 to 1850 
he was justice of the peace, and filled this position 
for four years in Fulton County. He was drum- 
mer for four years in the militia in Kentucky, and 
was lieutenant of a volunteer company in the 
year 1845. In politics he has been a Democrat 


all his life, and his tirst presidential vote was | 


cast for Andrew Jackson, in 1828. He is a mem- 
ber of Wild Cherry Lodge No. $5, I. O. O. F. 
Mr. McGlasson is the son of James and Susannah 
(Harley) McGlasson, natives of Virginia. born in 
Franklin and Bedford Counties, respectively. The 
parents were married in their native State. in 
1807, and removed to Cumberland County, Ky., 
locating in the woods, and were among the very 


earliest settlers. There they spent their entire 


second | 


In August of the following year | 


land, and came to America when quite young. 


He has long been | 


He then re- 


She was a member of the 
Baptist Church for many years. The father was 
a good farmer. They were the parents of eleven 
children. Matt MecGlasson, the grandfather of 
the subject of this sketch, was a native of Scot. 
He 


when only 


of ninety-seven years. 


enlisted in the Revolutionary War 
eighteen years of age, and was in service during 
the entire war. He located first in Virginia, but 
later moved to Kentucky, where he passed his 
His 
wife, Elizabeth Cunningham, was born in France. 
Mathew McGlasson, the great-grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch, spent his entire life in Scot- 
land. The maternal grandfather, Francis Harley, 


last days. He was one of the first settlers. 


‘was of Dutch descent, and died in Virginia. 


Azriah W. McKenzie. 
Kenzie presents an example of industry, persever- 


The career of Mr. Me- 


ance and good management, rewarded by substan 
tial results, well worthy the imitation of all who 
start out in life as he did with no capital except a 
good constitution and liberal supply of pluck and 
energy. 
nativity now in Fulton County, having been born 
in that State on the 7th of November, 1831. 
John McKenzie, his father, was a Georgian, boru 
about 1800, and first settled in the wilds of Law- 
rence County, Ark., in 1848. He pursued the oc- 
cupation of farming until his death at the age of 
sixty-five years. 


He is numbered among those of Georgia 


After residing in Lawrence 
County a few years he moved to Madison County, 
thence to Missouri, and finally returned to his son’ s 
(Azriah) home in 1S62. 
Florida and Indian War. His father was born in 
Scotland, and came to the United States at the 
time of the Revolutionary War. 


He was a soldier in the 


Our subject's 
mother was a Miss Jane Canady, who was born in 
Georgia, about 1801, and died in Lawrence 
County, Ark. (now Sharp County), in 1S51. She 
was the mother of seven sons and four daughters, 
all of whom grew to mature years, and two of 
whom are now living: Azriah and a sister, both of 
whom livein Fulton County. The former was the 
sixth of the family, and remained with his parents 


until about eighteen years of age, when he started 
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for California, which State he reached in the sum- 
mer of 1852. He remained there engaged in 
mining until December, 1857, then returned to 
Arkansas, where he continued until the spring of 
1859, when he again crossed the plains, and for 
two years was occupied in cattle dealing in Cali- 
fornia. In the last named year he again returned 
home, and in July of that year enlisted in the 
Confederate army, being under Capt. Wyatt. and 
served until the close of the war. He was taken 
prisoner at Big Blue while with Price on his raid, 
and was retained at Alton, Ill., for four months, 
after which he was paroled. He then rejoined 
his company in the south part of Arkansas, and 
at the close of hostilities returned home and re- 
sumed his farming operations. He has a fine farm 
of 400 acres, with 185 under cultivation, which he 
has acquired by hard work and good management. 
His first vote for the presidency was cast for Frank- 
lin Pierce, and he has always been a Democrat. 
He is unmarried. 

Dr. Joel McLemore. a physician of acknowl- 
edged merit in Fulton County, was born in Hali- 
| fax County, N. C., June 12, 1835, and there re- 
| mained until ten years of age, when he was taken 
_ by his mother to Tennessee, receiving his liter- 
| ary education in Waynesboro, of that State. Dur- 
ing this time he formed a strong desire to study 
medicine and made the investigation of this 
science his chief business for a number of years. 
He has been practicing since 1865, and has 
been a successful practitioner of Fulton County 
ever since 1878. In October, 1855, he was mar- 
ried in Tennessee to Miss Harriet G. McClearen, 
who was born and reared in Hickman County, 
Middle Tenn. Her parents, John and Elzada 
(Adams) McClearen, were born in Northern Ala- 
bama and Bedford County, Tenn., respectively. 
To Dr. and Mrs. McLemore nine children have 
been given, seven of whom are living: John B., 
Joel H. (deceased), James F., William B.. Albert 
A., Sterling P., Samuel G., an infant deceased, 
and Allie. 
four years in the Confederate army as major of a 
battalion. 


During the late war the Doctor served 


He isa Master Mason, a member of the 
Democratic party, and he and wife belong to 


the Methodist Protestant Church. He owns a 
farm of 240 acres on English Creek, about seven- 
His 
parents, Joel and Mrs. Elizabeth (Pullen) McLe- 


ty-tive acres of which are under cultivation. 


more, were born in Virginia and North Carolina in 
May, 1773, and 1803, respectively. The father re- 
moved to North Carolina when a young man and 
was married there. He was a tailor by trade, and 
also followed the cecupation of farming, and on his 
extensive plantation in Halifax County employed 100 
hands. 
his second wife, and by her he became the father 
of two sons: Joel, and James H., who lives in 
Wayne County., Tenn. After his demise his widow 
married John Whittaker, and moved to Perry 
County, Tenn., where she died in April, 1859. 
Tbe paternal grandparents of our subject were 
born near London, England, and a short time 
prior to the Kevolutionary War they emigrated 
to the United States and settled near Richmond, 
Va., where they afterward died. The grandfather 
served as major in the Continental army during 
that war. 


He was twice married, Miss Pullen being 


Jesse Matthews is a newspaper man of long ex- 
perience, his connection with his present paper 
dating from January 8, 1879. Under his able 
management it has become recognized as a journal 
of decided merit, its editorials being written with 
a clearness and force which indicate a writer of 
ability, while it has become very popular for its 
bold and fearless advocacy of measures which it 
His 
parents, Jesse and Mary (Houston) Matthews, were 
born Md., and Paris, Bourbon 
County, Ky., respectively, the former being reared 


deems will prove of benefit to this section. 
in Baltimore, 


to manhood in his native town; then he came west 
and settled at Glasgow, Mo., in which place he en- 
gaged in merchant tailoring, and followed this oc- 
In 1849 he went to Cali- 
fornia, where he spent eight years in gold digging, 
After his re- 
turn to Missouri he located at Huntsville, where his 
worthy wife departed this life, after which he re- 


cupation for some time. 
accumulating considerable money. 
moved to the northwest county in Missouri, where 


he is spending his declining years with a son. The 
oD De 


paternal grandfather was an early emigrant to 
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America, and was of Scotch ancestry although 
born in the *° Jesse Matthews, the 
immediate subject of this sketch, was reared at 
Huntsville, Randolph County, Mo., but was fav- 
ored with only poor advantayves for obtaining an 
education, which he improved by entering a print- 


‘merald Isle.”’ 


ing office when fourteen years of age, only going 


In 1574 he | 


to school two ten months’ sessions. 
was married to Miss Sarah E. Rider, who was born 
in Pulaski County, Mo., in 1806, and six children 
blessed their union: Maggie A., Kdgar M., Elmer 
H., Mattie, Jessie P., Harnest L. and Emmett G. 
Mr. Matthews learned the printer’s trade in his 
youth at Huntsville, Mo., commencing his appren- 
ticeship in July, 1864, and serving five years. He 
then went to Kansas City, and worked on the 
‘* Kansas City Times’’ as a compositor for one 
year, and the following year worked on the 
‘*Oswego (Kansas) Register.’’ He next made a 


short stay in Arkansas, after which he went back 


to Missouri, and for four years worked at Salem 


on ‘‘ The Success,’’ as foreman. He next went to 
Palaski County where he bought a printer’s out- 
fit, and moved to Gainesville, establishing the 
‘‘Gainesville Gazette,’’ afterward removing to 
Licking, where he established the ** Ledger,” 
which he conducted one year, then starting the 
‘‘Spirit,’’ at Salem, Mo. Since January 8, 1879, 
he has been a resident of Salem, Ark., establish- 
ing the ‘‘Salem Informer’ at the above date, 
which he has continuously published up to the 
present time. Mr. Matthews is a conservative 
Democrat, and his paper is independent. He is 
a member of the A. F. & A. M., and also a mem- 


ber of the Kansas City Typographical Union. 


; years. 


R. B. Maxey is an attorney of Salem, Ark., who | 


has steadily and surely made his way to the front 
in the practice of his chosen profession, and as a 
prominent and useful citizen. He was born in 
Giles County, Tenn., October 11, 1545, and re- 
ceived his education in Lebanon, Wilson County, 
Tenn., and while there formed habits of applica- 
tion and industry so essential to any successful 
career through life, and which stood him in good 
studies, 


service when entering upon his legal 


which he did after wielding the ferule for three 


_ 1897. 


NL 792 


_A ) 
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His legal preceptor was W. F. Hender- 
son, the present supreme judge of New Mexico, 
who was then attorney-general of Arkansas. He 
was admitted to the bar of Randolph County, Ark., 
in March, 1872, and the two following years were 
spent in practicing his profession at Pocahontas, 
Mo. From that time until 1878 he resided in 
Corning, Clay County, Ark., and then on account of 
ill health, came to Salem, where he has since been 
engaged in recular practice and the real estate 
business. He owns considerable land in the county, 
Miss Minnie 
Jones, who was born in Pocahontas, Randolph 


and some valuable town property. 


County, Mo., became his wife in 1874, and by her 
he has an interesting family of four children: 
Ollie, Soula, Kittie and Harry. Mr. Maxey holds 
a membership in the {. O. O. F. lodge at Poca- 
hontas, and he and his wife are worthy members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
parents, J. H. and Elizabeth (Black) Maxey, were 
born in the State of Virginia, the former’s birth 
He was reared to a farm life 


Mr. Maxey’s 


occurring in 1812. 
in Tennessee, and there married and spent his life, 
his death occurring in 1871. His wife, who died 
1850, bore him tive children. Grandfather 
Maxey was a Virginian, who emigrated to Tennes- 


in 


see at an early day, and there spent the rest of his 
days. 

Daniel W. merchant, 
postmaster of Mitchell postoffice, which was estab- 
lished in 1S81, through his efforts, owes his birth 
to Marion County, Tenn., where he was born in 
1828. His father, Warren W. Mitchell, was a na- 
tive of North Carolina, born in 1782, and was mar 
ried in Tennessee to Mrs. Elender Lewis, also a 
native of North Carolina, and born in the year 
The father died in Tennessee in 1842. He 
His father, 
John Mitchell, was born and reared in Ireland, 
but on coming to the United States, settled in North 
Carolina, and there died. 


Mitchell, farmer, and 


was a successful tiller of the soil. 


He served all through 
Mrs. 
Mitchell was married the first time in North Caro- 
After the death of Mr. Mitchell, 
moved to North Mississippi, and there died in April, 
Her father, Harbored Lewis, was a Welsh- 


the Revolutionary War. Klender (Lewis) 


lina. she re- 
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man, and his wife was Dutch. They came to 
America prior to the Revolutionary War, settling 
in Chatham County, N. C., and there passed the 
remainder of their lives. Daniel W.,the second of 
three sons and four daughters born to his parents, 
received a very limited education, and remained 
with his mother until grown, taking charge of the 
family at the age of seventeen. His marriage oc- 
eurred in 1856 to Miss P. A. Walker, a native of 
Alabama, and the daughter of John and Mary 
Walker, who were natives of Tennessee, but who 
passed the last of their days in Mississippi. Mr. 
Mitchell lived in Mississippi until during the war, 
when he moved to Perry County, Ill.. after which he 
returned to Mississippi. In 1870 he came to Fulton 
County, rented land until 1872, and then settled in 
the dense woods on his present farm, now of about 
600 acres, with 100 acres under cultivation. all 
the result of his own energy, never having inherited 
anything. He is at present a prominent farmer, 
and a successful business man. 
tablished a store on his farm, and has carried this 
on nearly ever since. He was justice of the peace for 
some years in Mississippi, and also filled that posi- 
tion for about two years in Fulton County. In 
politics he was reared a Whig, but is now a Re- 
publican. 
good standing in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell are members in 


and he has been steward in the same for many 
years. 

Edward S. Nesbit is manager of the Nesbit 
Lumber Company, of Mammoth Spring, Ark., 
dealers in dressed and rough lumber, shingles, sash, 


doors, blinds, lime, cement, laths, hair, ete. This 
business was established in March, IS89. Mr. 


Nesbit was born in De Soto County, Miss., in 1838, 
and is the son of Thomas and Margaret (Driver) 
Nesbit, natives of South Carolina and Alabama, re- 
spectively. When a boy, Thomas Nesbit went to 
Alabama, where he grew to manhood, married, 
and soon after removed to Mississippi, being one 
of the pioneers of that State. He was a wealthy 
farmer, and died in the last mentioned State in 
ISS5, at the age of seventy-three years. He was 
the founder of the town of Nesbit, on the Illinois 
Central Railroad, and one of the most prominent 


In 1883 he es- | 
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He and 
wife were for many years members in good stand- 
ing in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
Thomas Nesbit, grandfather of Edward 8. Nesbit, 
was of Irish parentage, and was a soldier in the 
Mrs. Nesbit died about 1551; 
she was the daughter of Lewis Driver. who was 


citizens of the locality in which he lived. 


Revolutionary War. 


a wealthy agriculturist, and who died in Alabama. 
Of the nine children born to his parents, Edward 8. 
Nesbit was the third. 
in the common schools until nearly grown, aud 


He secured a fair education 


when nineteen years of age graduated from Wes- 
leyan University at Florence, Ala. He then en 
gaged in the lumber and saw-mill business on 
Tallahatchee River, where he remained until the 
breaking out of the Civil War. He then joined 
Company K, Ninth Mississippi Volunteer Infantry, 
and nine months later was appointed lieutenant 
of a battalion of sharp shooters, serving in that 
capacity until the close of the war. 
tured in West Mississippi in October, 1862, and 


He was cap- 


-was held a prisoner at Fort Pickering for about 


At the close of the strife he en- 
gaged in farming and merchandising, which he 
On the Ist of March, 
1861, he married Miss Maggie Bradford, a native 
of Arkansas, and who died in 1866. Her father. 
Thomas Bradford, was one of the organizers of the 
Mississippi and Tennessee, now Illinois Central 


three months. 


carried on for some time. 


Railroad Company. He was a director and leading 
factor in that road until his death. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Nesbit were born four children, two sons and 
two daughters, all living. Mr. Nesbit’s second 
marriage occurred about 1581, to Mrs. Naney E. 
Nesbit, daughter of J. R. Jefferys, a native of 
Virginia, who died about 1884, in De Soto County, 
Mr. 
Nesbit lived in his native county until 1884, when 
he removed to Imboden, and in 18S9 to Mammoth 
Spring. He was in company with his father in 
the milling, ginning and lumber business, and this 
continued extensively until he came to Arkansas, 
and was then connected with the Imboden Milling 


Miss. Mrs. Nesbit was also born in Virginia. 


Company, until 1889. He was mayor of Nesbit, 


Miss., for a number of years. Politically, he was 


a Whig until the war, since which time he has 
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been a Democrat, casting his first presidential vote 
for Bell in 1860. 
Arch Mason, and also belongs to the K. of H. 
and K. of L. 
Presbyterian Church, and his wife of the Mission- 


He is a Master Mason and Royal 
He is a member of the Cumberland 


ary Baptist. Their children are named as follows: 
Mary E., wife of W. J. Johnson, farmer of De Soto 
County, Miss.: Edward S., Jr., was educated at 
Nesbit, Miss., and is a telegraph operator at Imbo- 
den; Milton W. received his education at the same 
place, and is also a telegraph operator at Portia; 
Maggie E. was educated principally at Pulasla, 
Tenn. 
ages. 

H. F. Northeutt, one of the most efficient cir- 
cuit and county clerks Fulton County has ever had, 


The children received good school advant- 


is a young man well known in the community, and 
has been an incumbent of his present office since 
the fall of 1886, serving by re-election. In the 
year 1863 he first saw the light of day in Warren 
County, Tenn., but was reared in this county, and 
although he attended the free schools for some 
time, he is mainly self-educated. 
the monotonous duties of farm life for some time, 
he abandoned this work to enter the county clerk’s 
office as deputy, continuing as such until he was 
elected to the office of county assessor, as soon as 
he was eligible for office, when twenty one years 
of age. He continued to discharge the duties of 
this office in a very satisfactory manner until 1886, 
at which time he was elected to his present posi- 
tion. In social as well as public life he is kind, 
courteous and affable in his demeanor to all classes, 
and is a young man who attracts the regard of all 
who approach him. He is Democratic in politics, 
and has shown his approval of secret societies by 
becoming a member of the I. O. O. F. His wife 
was formerly Miss Mattie L. Wainwright. whom 
he married in September, 1885, she haying been 
born in Fulton County, Ark. Mr. Northeutt is a 
son of J. M. and Mary E. (Doughty) Northeutt, 
in Warren and Wilson Counties, 
They were reared, educated 


who were born 
Tenn., respectively. 
and married in their native State, and there made 
their home until 1868, when they came to Arkan- 


sas, locating in Fulton County, at Salem. Mr. 








Northeutt established a general mercantile store, 
and did a prosperous business for a number of 
years. being also quite extensively engaged in stock 
dealing. At one time he left home to dispose of 
some stock and was never afterward heard from. 
but all his baggage was traced to Louisville, Ky., 
and the supposition is that he was murdered for 
his money. His widow and two children survive 
him (two other children having died), the former 
being a resident of Salem. 
father, J. M. Northeutt, was a native German. 

Dr. William B. Phillips is a leading physician 


The paternal grand. 


and surgeon of Fulton County, Ark., and pos- 


_ sesses those sterling qualities which are character- 


After following | 


istic of people of Scotch descent, as well as of those 
who claim Ohio as the State of their birth. He 
was born in Morgan County, July 24, 1836, and 
there received good educational advantages, which 
he did not. fail to improve. 
parents from Ohio to Missouri in 1859, and having 


He removed with his 


formed the desire to pursue the study of medicine 
with a view to making it a profession, he entered 
the St. Louis Medical College (then called Pope’s 


_ College), where he acquired an excellent knowledge 


of that calling. 
sounded through the land he entered the service 


When the mutterings of war re- 


as hospital steward, but afterward became hospital 
surgeon, and acted in this capacity until the close 
of the war. 
he came to Izard County, Ark., and in 1882 to 
where he now lives, where his efforts to alleviate 


After residing in Missouri until 1576 


the sufferings of the sick have been attended with 
most pleasing results. His name has become well 
known throughout the length and breadth of the 
county as an able practitioner, and his success fully 
justities the large and lucrative patronage he has 
always received. In 1858 he was married to Miss 
Louisa Valaivies, who was born in Belmont County, 
Ohio, in 1839, but her death occurred the follow- 
Miss Elizabeth M. Hamilton became his 
second wife in 1864. She was born in Pulaski 
County, Mo., in 1542, and she and the Doctor have 
become the parents of the following children: 
William S., born August 3, 1860; Livie L., born 
January 24, 1867; Hugh H., born April 7, 1868; 
Viola M., born May 96, 18/0; Ernest A., 


ing year. 


born 
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December 23, 1871: Ansel B., born December 21, 
1873; Arthur L., born February 10, 1876; Alexan- 
der B., born July 17, 1878; Anna P., born May 
16, 1880, and Myrtle L., born January 29, 1883. 
Dr. Phillips resides on a good farm of 200 acres. 
He is a Republican in politics, and cast his first 
vote for Stephen A. Douglas, for the Presidency. 
He is a member of Vidette Lodge No. 94. of the 
I. O. O. F., at Vina postoffice, and is Deputy 
Grand Master of his district, and secretary of his 
lodge. He is a consistent member of the General 
Baptist Church. He was the eldest of five chil- 
dren, two now living, of Zadock and Phcebe 
(Brown) Phillips, who were born in Athens County, 
Ohio, in 1813 and 1818, respectively. The father 
is yet living, and is engaged in farming in Doug- 
Mo.. to which county he moved in 
1859. His wife died in this county in March, 
1889. The grandfather was born in North Caro- 
lina, and the great grandfather was of Scotland 


las Covwanty, 


nativity. 

J. M. Pickren, one of the most extensive and 
prominent farmers of Fulton County, Ark., is a 
native of the county, born November 15, 1848. 
His father, John Pickren, was a native of Italy, 
born in 1798, and when only nine years of age took 
passage in a vessel and worked his way to Amer- 
ica. He landed in New York, remained there for a 
short time, and then went to Pennsylvania. whence. 
after a stay of five or six years, he journeyed 
to North Carolina, continuing there until about 
1840, when he came to Fulton County, Ark. 
Previous to his advent into North Carolina he had 
followed various occupations. but while in that 
State he had charge and superintended the hands 
working in the gold mines of that State After 
coming to Arkansas he settled on the tract of land 
owned by his son J. M., and followed agricultural 
pursuits successfully for a number of years. He 
was killed in 1863 by the Jayhawkers. who claimed 
to be United States soldiers. 
I841, and was sixty-five years of age at the time of 
his death. 
Miss Mary Stoop, a native of North Carolina, and 
of German origin. 


He was married in 
He was married in North Carolina to 


Five children were the fruits 
of this union, two of whom died when small and 
19 


one was killed at the same time as the father, 
when sixteen years of age. 
Mary, wife of H. Tracey, and is now living in 
North Carolina, and J. M., the subject of this 
sketch. The latter commenced work for himself 
as a farmer in 1872, and cultivated the old home- 
150 under 


Those living are: 


which consisted of 510 acres, 


He was married November 7 of the 


stead, 
improvement. 
same year to Miss Nancy Farril, a native of Mis- 
souri, and seven children have been the result of 
this union: Maud, born August 4, 1874; John, 
born January 4, 1876; Harry, born April 21, 1878: 
Minnie. born February 12, 1879; Luther, born 
April 15, 1881; Myrtie, born June 7. 1885, and 
Cuthbert, born May 20, 1887. Mrs. Pickren is 
the daughter of Wilson and Mary (Grubb) Farril, 
and one of ten children, six now living: George, 
Jobn, Mary, Nancy and Hardie. besides one in 
Ozark County. Mr. Pickren is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and also of the I. O. O F.; and 
in his political views he is with the Democrats. 

Dr. G. W. Ray, a prominent medical practi- 
tioner of Fulton County, Ark., was born in David- 
son County, Tenn., May 8, 1831, being a son of 
Henry D. and Lamora (Glasgow) Ray, who were 
born in Brunswick County, Va., and Davidson 
County, Tenn., January 9, 1500, and 1808, and 
died in the latter State in 1865 and 1873, respect- 
ively. The father removed with his parents to 
Tennessee when fourteen years of age, his father 
being Patrick Henry Ray, a native of either Scot- 
land or Ireland—not definitely known which. He 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and died 
in Virginia. The maternal grandparents, Jesse 
and Catherine Glasgow, were of Scotch descent. 
and were born in North Carolina. Jesse was also 
a Revolutionary soldier and was an officer in the 
Dr. G. W. Ray is the eldest 
of seven children. two sons and one daughter now 


Continental army. 
living. After receiving his early education in the 
academic schools of Tennessee he adopted medi- 
cine as his profession and entered upon its prac- 
tice in his native State in 1856. At the same time 
he was in the wholesale liquor business, follow- 
ing other occupations at various times until 1577, 


when he left Tennessee, and moved to Stoddard 
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Seven years later he cameto Fulton Robins and Arch. Northeutt. Mr. Rhea served 


| 





{ 





County, Mo. 
County, Ark. In L868 he wedded Miss Susan 
Browning, who was born in Robertson County, 
Tenn., but she lived only two years after her mar- 
riage. December 15, 1588, he took for his second 
,wife Mrs. A. C. Jeffrey, nee Cunningham. Mr. 
Jeffrey was a very intelligent and influential citizen, 
and was the author of a descriptive history of 
Fulton and Izard Counties, being the editor of a 
newspaper in the latter county. He and his wife 
(now Mrs. Ray) became the parents of three sons 
and one daughter: Curren, Lulu, Robert and Mit- 
chell. In 1862 Dr. Ray recruited a company of 
soldiers in Robertson County, Tenn., and served as 
its captain until near the close of the war. He 
was also assistant surgeon of his regiment, and 
was in the battles of Fort Donelson and others. 
He is now a Democrat in his political views, but 
was formerly a Whig, and cast his first presidential 
vote for Gen. Scott. Heis a member of the I. O. 
O. F., and for many years has been one of the 
active and successful practitioners of the county. 
His wife belongs to the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. 

W. P. Rhea, of the mercantile firm of W. P. 
Rhea & Co., of Salem, Ark., was born in East 
Tennessee in 1831. and while growing up attended 
Maryville College, receiving educational advan- 
tages which he improved. He was married, in 
1855, to Miss Sarah Pile, who was born in East 
Tennessee September 30, 1836, and the following 
are the children born to their union: Laura E. 
(wife of R. A. Robins), David C., Joseph M., Mar- 
garet L. (wife of A. W. Ellis), Edmund G., Bet- 
tie E., Rob Preston, Kittie (who died in infancy), 
Osear Lee and Holmes G. In 1866 Mr. Rhea emi- 
grated to Arkansas, thinking to better his worldly 
condition, and after residing in this county for 
some time, and his many admirable qualities be- 
coming known, he was elected to the offices of cir- 
cuit clerk, ex-officio county clerk, clerk of the pro- 
bate court, and county recorder, holding these 
responsible positions for ten consecutive years. 
Since 1883 he has also been engaged in mer- 
cantile business, but is now retired, his establish- 


ment being managed by his two partners, R. A. 





in the late war for three years, under Gen. Long- 
street, and was in a number of fiercely contested 
engagements. He has since been a Democrat in 
his political views, and has always been deeply 
interested in the cause of education. He is a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church. He is the owner 
of 600 acres of fertile land. He was next to the 
youngest of eleven children, eight of whom grew 
to maturity, born to Joseph M. and Kittie ( Myers) 
Rhea, who were born in East Tennessee and Berk- 
eley County, Va., May 14, 1787, and July 28, 1788, 
respectively. The father was a farmer and school- 
teacher by occupation, was reared in his native 
State, but was married in the ‘*‘Old Dominion.’’ 
He served in the War of 1S12. 


during that time as private secretary to one of the 


and was in Canada 


officers of the army. 
his life in Tennessee, and died August 14, 1860, 


He spent the remainder of 


his wife having died February 265, preceding. 
Matthew Rhea, the grandfather of our subject, 
was born in Scotland, and was an early emigrant 
to America, and took an active part in the Revolu- 
tionary War, being a major in the Continental 
army. After the close of that conflict he settled in 
Tennessee, and was for many years clerk of Sulli- 
van County, and held various other civil positions 
in the county. He died at about the age of sixty 
years. The maternal grandparents, Charles and 
Ann (Care) Myers, were Virginians, and were of 
R. A. 


Robins, of the above mentioned firm, and a_ pros- 


German and French descent, respectively. 


perous young financier of the county, was born in 
Izard County, Ark., in 1852, andis a son of A. A. 
and Indiana (Pritchett) Robins, the former being 
a Virginian, who grew to manhood in his native 
State, but removed to Tennessee at an early day, 
and still later to Izard County, Ark., where he 
followed the occupation of carpentering. R. A. 
Robins was educated in Philadelphia, of his native 
county, and upon reaching a suitable age, entered 
mercantile pursuits as clerk in a general store in 
He 


mained here ten years, and then came to Salem, 


Batesville, Independence County, Ark. re- 


and in 1883 became a member of the present firm. 
He owns some valuable town property, and was 
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married, in 1882, to Miss Laura E. Rhea, who 
was born in Tennessee. They have two. children 
living: Maud E. and Bernice Preston, and one 
child deceased, named Lillias. Mr. Robins is a 
Democrat, and a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South. The other member of the 
tirm, Arch. Northeutt, is a Warren County Ten- 
He left 


his native State when eleven years of age, and 


nesseean, his birth occurring in 1858. 
came with his people to Arkansas. He was edu- 
eated in the common schools of Izard County, and 
worked at the monotonous duties of farm life for 
his father until he reached his majority, when he 
wus married, and entered the employ of Archer & 
Daniels, general merchants of Salem, with whom 
he remained eight years, during which time he 
never lost a day from sickness or otherwise. In 
February, 1857, he became a member of the pres- 
ent firm, which carries a stock of about $5,000, 
their annual sales amounting to 325,000. Mr. 
Northentt is chairman of the Democratic Central 
Committee of Fulton County, and is now dis- 
charging the duties of this position. 
ter member of the I. O. O. F., and is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
maiden name was Jennie Brown, was born in the 
State of Ohio in 1859, and is connected to Judge 
O’Key. To their union have been born three 
children: Burton, Horace and Mamie O’ Key. 
Daniel P. Rogers is one of three surviving 


He is a char- 


His wife, whose 


members of a family of six children of Jonathan 
and Martha (Knighton) Rogers, and was born in 
Humphreys County, Tena., on the 26th of Janu- 
ary, 1830. His parents are supposed to have been 
natives of North Carolina, the former's birth oc- 
curring in 1787, and his death in Tennessee in 
1839. 


two years as a private inthe War of 1512. 


He was a farmer and mechanic, and served 
He and 
his wife, who was born about 1795, were married 
in the State of Tennessee, and after his death the 
widow and her children came to Arkansas, locating 
in what is now Sharp County, about 1544, where 
she died in 1859. 
one month’s schooling after coming to Arkansas, 


Daniel P. Rogers received only 


owing to his mother’s straitened circumstances, 
and the necessity of his assistance at home to aid 
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in supporting the family. He made his home 
with his mother until his marriage, and then she 
His 
marriage to Miss Rebecca Copeland took place in 
1850. 
died six years after her marriage, having become 
the mother of three children: Jesse, who is mar- 
ried and is a farmer of the county; George, who 


continued to reside with him unti! her death. 


She was born in Tennessee in 1832, and 


is also married and resides on a farm; and John 
A., married and residing on a farm near his father. 
In 1858 Mr. Rogers wedded Miss Mary Dowell, 
who was born in Tennessee about 1845, and to 
them was given one son, James P., who resides in 
Boone County, Ark. 
unate as to lose his second wife, but on the Sth of 
October, 1875, he found a true helpmate in the 
person of Mrs. Martha (Davis) Brasicer, whose 
birth occurred in Whitley County, Ky., in 1839. 
They have two children: Martha A. and Andrew 
J. During the Rebellion he joined the Confeder- 
ate army, and served until the final surrender, be- 
ing a member of Capt. Wyatt’s Company. He 
was at Prairie Grove and Helena, and was captured 
at the fall of Little Rock, being retained in that 
place for four months. While being taken North 
by his captors, he jumped from the boat near 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., and managed to elude his 
pursuers and rejoin his command. 


In 1872 he was so unfort- 


He was then 
in the engagement at Poison Springs, Mark’s Mill, 
and Jenkins’ Ferry, and was with Price on his 
raid, receiving a slight wound while with his com- 
At the close of the war he returned to his 
farm and has since resided in Fulton County, of 
which he was one of the pioneers. His farm em- 
braces 200 acres, and is located between Myatt 
and South Fork Creeks. One hundred acres are 
under cultivation. He is a member of Myatt 
Lodge No. 401, of the A. F. & A. M., and in 
his political views is a Democrat, having cast his 


mand. 


He and wife 
are members of the Protestant Methodist Church. 
Thomas G. Sears is 


first presidential vote for Pierce. 


successful tiller 
of the soil of Fulton County who has secured his 


another 


possessions by energy, determination and judicious 
management. He is 
ber, 1824, and is a 


a Georgian, born in Octo- 
son of Wyatt and Frances 
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| 


(Satterwhite) Sears, both natives of North Caro- | 


lina, who died in Georgia in 1863 and 1868, re- 
spectively. 
State, and throughout his life the father was an 
industrious tiller of the soil. Thomas G. Sears, 
the fourth of their ten children, was educated 
in the common schools of his native State. 
the majority of sons he followed the occupation in 
which his father had always been engaged, and to 
which he was reared, and up to the present day 
has made that his calling. In the year 1875 he 


They were married in their native | 
| try. 


newspapers, and is able to read them by lamplight 
without his glasses. 
ing as an occupation, and is of Dutch-Irish ances- 
His wife died in Decatur County, Ind., in 
1842, as did his father, John Sharp, who was born 


He has always followed farm- 


-in Pennsylvania, his death occurring in 1842. 


Like | 


moved to Izard County, Ark., and in ISSO settled | 


on the farm of 280 acres where he now lives. 
has ninety acres under cultivation. 


He | 
In 1846 he | 


was married in Georgia to Miss Sarah E. Payne, | 
who was born in South Carolina in 1826, the | 


daughter of Enoch and Sarah Payne, both natives 


of the ‘‘ Palmetto State,’’ who died in Georgia. | 


Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 


| for which he has ever been noted. 


Sears, but the following tive are the only ones now | 


living: Enoch G., Martha L. (wife of William 
Hollingsworth), James, Frances (wife of William 
Cochran) and Thomas. When the war had been 
going on for two years Mr. Sears enlisted as a pri- 
vate in Beauregard’s battery and served until 
June 20, 1865, proving himself an efficient and 


trustworthy soldier. He was formerly a Whig 


' to Dr. J. 8. Risher. 


Ephraim Sharp is one of two surviving members 
of a family of seven children, and was reared in 
Decatur County, Ind., to which place his parents 
moved about 1826. He attended the common 
schools, and at the age of twenty-one years left 
home and came to Lawrence County, Ark., where 
he made his home until 1867, when he moved to 
his present property. His first purchase of land 
comprised 120 acres, but being a good business 
man he has increased this to 400 acres, and has 
150 acres under cultivation, and everything about 
his place shows the energy and good management 
In 1868 he 
opened a general mercantile establishment under 
the firm name of Wainwright & Sharp, but in 1873 
he purchased Mr. Wainwright’s interest, and con- 
ducted affairs alone until 1884, when he sold out 
He re-purchased the goods 


_ the following vear, and has remained proprietor of 


the same ever since. In 1875 South Fork post- 


' office was established at Mr. Sharp’s store, and he 


and cast his vote for Henry Clay for the Presidency, | 


but since the war has been a Democrat. He and 
family are all members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, with the exception of one son, who be- 
longs to the Baptist Church, and all are substan- 
tial and law-abiding citizens. The children who 
are deceased are William T., who died at the age 


was appointed postmaster, which he has since re- 


mained, with the exception of one year. He was 


_ married in Sharp County, Ark., November 22, 


of three months; Sarah E., whose death occurred | 


when fourteen years of age, and an infant. 
Ephraim Sharp, an old resident, and a leading 

merchant and farmer of the county, and proprietor 

of a cotton-gin and flour-mill at South Fork. in 


' ceased), Thomas W., Hettie L. and Ollie J. 


Myatt Township, twelve miles east of Salem, was | 


born in Decatur County, Ind., June 23, 1833, 
and is a son of John KE. and Susan (Armstrong) 
Sharp, who were born in Pennsylvania in 1802, 


and in Ohio in 1800, respectively. The father now 


resides in Decatur County, Ind.. and, although he | 


is eighty-seven years of age, takes a number of 


1858, to Miss Mary E. Wainwright, who was born 
in Madison County, Ala.. in June, 1833. Six of 
the seven children born to their union are now 
living: Martha M., wife of Hardy Croom: Joauna 
C., wife of C. W. Culp; Sarah B., Johnnie (de- 
In 
1862 Mr. Sharp enlisted in the Confederate army. 
and was first heutenant of Company L, Tappen’s 
brigade. He served in this capacity two years, 
participating in the battle of Prairie Grove, and 
numerous skirmishes; then he was honorably dis- 
charged, and returned to his home in Indiana. 
where he remained until 1866. He is a member of 
Myatt Lodge No. 401, of the Masonie order, and 
in his political views is a stanch Democrat, having 


_ east his first presidential vote for James Buchanan. 
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FULTON COUNTY. 








He and all his children, with the exception of the | 


youngest, are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 


Rev. J. L. Short, Sr., a prominent agriculturist | 


of Washington Township, Fulton County, Ark., 
and the son of Joab and Sarah (York) Short, was 
born in Franklin County, Tenn., in 1824. His 
parents were natives of Rockingham County, N. 
C., and were of Irish descent. Joab Short was 
born on the 12th of August, 1755, and died on the 
1st of April, 1866. The mother was born in 1790, 
and died in September, 1870. They left their 
native State about 1810, and moved to Tennessee. 
They were the parents of thirteen children, all of 
whom lived to be grown: 
Thacker; Omega, wife of A. Muse; Mary, wife of 
Rey. John Byrum; Gracie and July (twins), the 


M. Yell; Sarah, wife of Thomas Muse; Tabitha, 
Delia, wife of William 
Walsh (deceased); Caroline, wife of John Ross; J. 
L., Constant B. (deceased), Joab B., killed at the 
battle of Shiloh, and C. C. Mr. 
Short was a Democrat in politics, and was a very 


wife of John Antney; 


(deceased). 
prominent man in his section of the country. 
of slaves. His son, Rev. J. L. Short, had all the 
advantages for a thorough education in his youth, 
enjoying opportunities above the average. Since 
then, by close study and observation, he has become 
a well informed man. 


soil, and this he has followed since in connection 
with his pastoral work. His wife was formerly 
Miss Frances Hawkins, a native of Tennessee, 
whom he married on the 22d of November, 1842. 
One child was born to this union, named Sarah, 
who became the wife of J. 
resides in Cooke County, Tex. Mrs. Short died in 
April, 1844, and our subject was married the see- 
ond time to Mrs. Frances B. (Campbell) Short, 
widow of Col. A. M. Short, who was in the Mexi- 
can War, and took part in some of the prominent 
eugagements of that war. He was county clerk of 
Coffee County, Tenn., at the time. of his death, 
Which occurred in 1852 or 1853. 


| Mr. 


Alpha, wife of E. | 


He | 
was quite wealthy, and was the owner of a number | 


He commenced work for | 
himself at the age of nineteen as a tiller of the | 


of land. 


W. Blanton, and now | 


He left two | 





children, J. L., who lives in Fulton County, and is 
engaged in farming, and Nancy J., wife of John 


| Pendergrass, who is a tiller of the soil and resides 


in Izard County. J. L. Short’s second marriage 
occurred in 1857, and to this union were born 
eight children: Tabitha P., born on the 12th of 
December, 1860, is now at home; C. B., born in 
March, 1863, is married and lives in Izard County: 
M. L., born June 24, 1865; J. B., born March 11, 
1867; Julia F., born May 4, 1869, and the wife of 
Lavell; Manrie, lives in Fulton County; J. 
M., born April 5, 1872, and J. N., born June 24, 
1875. Mrs. 
daughter of John and Helender (Neel) Campbell, 


Short was born in 1831, and is the 


natives of South Carolina and Virginia, respect- 


ively. Mr. Campbell was justice of the peace of 


_ his section for many years, was in very comfort- 
former the wife of P. Holley, and the latter of F. | 


able circumstances and a much respected citizen. 
He was the father of eleven children: William 
(deceased), James, 
Episcopal Church, and 
Coffee County, Tenn. (he is now living in the Lone 
Star State); Sarah, widow of R. Blanton, 
Nancy, widow of Coleman Bianton, live in Ten- 
nessee; Caroline, widow of M. Holland, and now 
residing in Bedford County, Tenn.; Armsted is a 
farmer and lives in Texas; Susan resides in Texas; 


a minister in the Methodist 
ex-county treasurer of 


and 


Civility, wife of James Angle, resides in Texas; 


_ Frances B., Duncan, lives in Coffee County, Tenn., 


and John T. (deceased). Rev. J. L. Short has 
been a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
thirty-three years, and his wife isa member of that 
He also belongs to the A. F. & A. 
M., and in his political views affiliates with the 


denomination. 
Democratic party. He is the owner of 270 acres 
Previous to coming to Fulton County he 
had lived in Izard, Independence, and other coun- 
ties of the State. 


Hon. J. L. Short, Jr. The public services of 


_ Mr. Short have been characterized by a noticeable 


devotion to the welfare of Fulton County, and his 
ability and fidelity in his present position have 
made a lasting impression upon his sphere of public 
duty. 
ways been closely identitied with the interests of 


Although a young man, his name has al 


this section and he need have no fear as to his 
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future prosperity. He was born in Coffee County, 
Tenn., in 1858, being the seventh of a family of 
nine children, all of whom are living, born to Rey. 
J. L. and Frances B. (Campbell) Short, both of 
whom were born in Tennessee, the former’s birth 
occurring in 1824. They were reared, married 
and remained in their native State until 1870, at 
which time they settled in Izard County, Ark, 
moving afterward to Sharp County, and finally to 
Fulton County, where the father engaged in till- 
ing the soil and also preached the gospel, being a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He 
belonged to the White River conference and was a 


circuit rider. He and wife now reside in Fulton 


County. The paternal grandfather was a North 
Carolinian. J. L. Short, our subject, was placed 


in school as soon as a suitable age was reached, 
where the opportunities afforded were enjoyed and 
improved to the best advantage. 


reputation he now enjoys as a bright and able 
young lawyer was acquired through his own efforts 
and at the expense of diligent study and hard 
practical experience. He graduated from the law 
department of the University of Mississippi in 
1881, and since 1886 has been one of the leading 
members of the legal fraternity in Salem. 
he was elected to represent the county in the State 
legislature, and is discharging his duties to the 
entire satisfaction of his constituents. He is a 
Democrat, and a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. He was married in October, 1886, 
to Miss Josephine Roberts, who was born in 1869. 

Dr. Benjamin S. Thomason, of Fulton County, 
Ark., first saw the light of day 
Dickson County, Tenn., and is one of eleven chil- 
dren born to John and Nancy (Swift) Thomason, 
natives of South Carolina and Tennessee, respect- 
ively. 
In that State Mrs. 
They were the par- 


to Tennessee when yet a boy. 
Thomason was born in 1819. 
ents of these children: James W., who died in pris- 
on at Chicago in 1862; Elijah, who died in 1877; 
B. S., Hannah, wife of James W. Swindle and 
died June 5, 1881; John lives in Greene County, 
Ark.; Elizabeth, wife of Peter Woods, and resides 


He attended — 
an academy and evening high school, and the | 


In 1888 | 


- some time. 
April 1, 1841, in | 
| Delaware for some time. 
ina very sorry 


John Thomason was born in 1807 and came | 


' min W., born December 7, 1SS82. 


_ in Greene County; Nancy lives in Greene County; 


Richard lives in the same county; Jemimah, wife of 
Bud Newsom, of Greene County, Ark., and Victoria, 
wife of John McMillan, of Greene County. John 
Thomason entered the service of the Confederate 


army in 1862 under Col. Knapper, and was in a 


number of battles. He was captured, sent to prison 
in Chicago, and there died in 1863. He followed 
trading as his occupation in life, and made a spec- 
His farm was culti- 

He always voted 


ialty of negroes and land. 

vated by negroes and whites. 
the Democratic ticket. Benjamin S. Thomason 
left the parental roof in 1859 and journeyed to 
He 
then returned to Tennessee, and made his home 
with his uncle for a number of years, and in the 
meantime attended school. He also clerked in a 
store until the breaking out of the late unpleasant- 
ness between the North and South, when he en- 
listed in the Eleventh Tennessee Infantry, Com- 


Kentucky, where he remained for some time. 


pany C, William Green, captain, and commanded 
Mr. 


by James E. Rains. Thomason served from 


| May 9, 1861, until the close of the war and partic- 


ipated in the most prominent battles. He was in 
the following engagements besides nnmercus minor 
ones: Barbersville, London Wild Cat, Fishing 
Creek, Goose Creek, Richmond, Perryville, Mur- 
Shelbyville, Chattanooga, Lookout 
Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain and Atlanta. His 
brother, Elijah, was in forty-three pitched battles, 


freesboro, 


but was never seriously wounded. Benjamin 5S. 


Thomason was wounded at Murfreesboro in the 


_ left wrist and this disabled him from service for 


He was taken prisoner at Thompson's 
Station, Tenn., and remained a prisoner at Fort 
When exchanged he was 
condition. He surrendered at 
Memphis, Tenn., April 26, 1865. He was first 
married November 20, 1575, to Miss Ellen Cannoy, 
of New Madrid County, Mo., and by her became 
the father of six children, only two now living: 
Hettie M. T., born January 19, 1880, and Benja 
Mrs. Thomason 
died July 6, 1886, and Mr. Thomason then married 


| Miss Mary F. Roby, of Fulton County, Ark., No- 


vember 4, 1886. One child was born to this union, 
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Josie M., whose birth oceurred July 21, 1887. 
Mr. Thomason is the owner of 210 acres of land, 
and is a very enterprising farmer. He and wife 
are members of the Christian Church. Mr. 
Thomason is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and 
in his political views affiliates with the Democratic 
party. 

Dr. William A. Thompson. an eminent medical 
practitioner, who has recently located in Mammoth 
Spring, is a native of Pope County, Il., where he 
was born December 22, 1852. being a son of Jacob 
A. and Polly (Shuffelbarger) Thompson, who were 
born in West Virginia in 18i9 and Pennsylvania in 
1824, respectively. 
was among the very earliest settlers of Pope Coun- 


The former, with his parents, 


ty, and there the latter couple died. Jacob Thomp- 
son inherits Scotch and Irish blood from his parents, 
and has inherited many of the sterling qualities of 
his Scottish 
throughout life, is still residing im Pope County. 


ancestors. He has been a farmer 
and in his political views has always been a Dem- 
ocrat. He was a faithful soldier for the Union 
cause throughout the Rebellion, and was a partici- 
pant in the battle of Pittsburg Landing, and nu- 
merous other important battles, and was promoted 
to the rank of orderly sergeant. He was one of 
the men who went through on the Gerrison raid. 
His wife died in Pope County the first year of the 
war, having borne a family of eight children, only 
four of whom are now living: One a merchant in 
Alton, Mo., another a stockman of Kansas, one a 
minister of the gospel, and the Doctor. The latter 
was nine years of age when his mother died, and 
shortly after his father went to the war, and he was 
At the 


age of fourteen years he went to Northern Ibhnois, 


left to make his home with a neighbor. 


and received excellent educational opportunities 
(which he did not fail to improve) in McKendrie 
College, St. Clair County, Ill. In the spring of 
ISS3 he was graduated from the Medical University 
of Louisville, Ky., and after practicing a very short 
time in Stoddard County, Mo.. he moved to Oregon 
County, where he became a well-known and success- 
ful practitioner. Since the first of the year 1SS9 he 
has resided in Mammoth Spring, where he is win- 


ning the confidence and respect of all who know 


him. In March, 1876. he was married to Miss 
Amanda Miller, who was born in Stoddard County, 
Mo., in 1856, and was there reared to womanhood. 
She died in 1882, having borne two children: 
Birdie and Hattie. 
F. and Sarah (Hardy) Miller, both of whom spent 
their lives in Stoddard County. Mrs. Margaret 
George became Dr. Thompson’s second wife in 
December, 1883. 
County, Ark., in 1846, she being a daughter of 
Rev. R. O. Tribble, a Missionary Baptist minister, 
The 


Doctor and his wife bave one child, William A. 


She was a daughter of George 


Her birth occurred in Randolph 


and the first’ minister of Oregon County. 


He owns 700 acres of land in Oregon County, Mo., 
and his home lot in Mammoth Spring comprises 
three acres. He is a member of the Masonic lodge 
at Alton, Mo., and in his political views has al- 
ways been a stanch Republican, having cast his first 
presidential vote for R. B. Hayes He and wife 
are members of the Missionary Baptist Church. 
His first wife belonged to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Robert L. Thompson, who is closely connected 
with the farming interests of the county, is of 
Arkansas nativity, and dates his birth from De- 
cember 30, 1856. His father, G. W. Thompson, 
was a native of Tennessee, a farmer and stock 
trader, and accumulated considerable property. 
He came to Fulton County at an early day, and 
there met and married Miss Eliza Pumphrey about 
1848. Eight children were born to this union, 
three now living: H. J., living in Baxter County; 
Robert L., in Fulton, and G. W., who resides in 
Boone County. The father of these children left 
Fulton County several years ago, and has not been 
heard from sinee. He is supposed to be dead. In 
politics he athliated with the Republican party. 
Mrs. Thompson resides in Boone County, Ark. 
tobert L. Thompson passed his youth and early 
manhood in his native State, Arkansas. On the 
12th of December, 1850, he married Miss Emma 
E. Cook, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Har- 
ris) Cook, and one of six children born to their 
union: Ephraim (deceased). Sarah J., Mary, Per- 
EK. and Alice. Henry 


W. Cook was born in Kentucky, July 22, [S22, 


necia, William W., Emma 
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and married Miss Elizabeth Harris, of the same | 


State about 1844. They moved to Arkansas in 
1860, where he died March 17, 1877. 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church, and 
also of the Masonic lodge at the time of his death. 
His widow still remains on the old homestead at 
Viola. 
widow with two children, resides with her brother, 
William W., whose home is in Texas. He is a 
lawyer by profession, and unmarried. The other 
five have homes in Arkansas, and are married. 
The fruits of Mr. and Mrs. Thompson’s union are 
three children: Huston B., born May 11, 1883; 
Nora A., born January 24. 1885, and James T., 
born August 5, 1587. 


He was a 


Alice, the youngest child, who is now a 


At the commencement of 


his farm life, Mr. Thompson had 120 acres, and | 


He now owns con- 
siderable stock, consisting of hogs, cattle and 
horses. He is considered one of the leading farm- 
ers in this section. 


has since added eighty acres. 


He is a man greatly in favor 
of public enterprises, and donates liberally to 
school, churches and all laudable movements. Po- 
litically, he is a native-born Republican. Mr. and 
Mrs. Thompson are members of the Missionary 
Baptist Church. Mr. Thompson professed relig- 
ion in September, 1885, and joined the church in 
August, 1888. Mrs. Thompson professed religion 
August 17, 1874, and joined on the 20th of the 
same month. She has been a member of the 
church fifteen years, becoming such while only 
fourteen years old. 

David P. Tunstall, one of the leading citizens 
of Fulton County, Ark., is a native of Independ- 
ence County, of the same State, his birth occur- 
ring on the jth of July, 1841. His father, Thomas 
T. Tunstall, was born in Pittsylvania County, Va., 
and when a boy removed with his parents to Shelby 
County, Ky., where he grew to mature years and 
learned the cabinet-maker’s trade, at which oceu- 
pation he worked for a few years. He afterward 
turned his attention to steamboating, and after re- 
siding in Chicot County, Ark., for six years he 
moved to Independence County in 1833, in which 
county he was residing at the time of his death, 
in November, 1863, at the age of seventy-six 
years. 





Co Tne 


During his lifetime he farmed for some | 


time, and while steamboating brought the first 
boat up the White River. He accumulated consid- 
erable wealth in the different enterprises in which 
he was engaged, and at one time was worth over 
$100,000, but lost heavily during the bank crash 
of 1841. He was in the cavalry service during the 
War of 1812, and in one engagement had a horse 
He took a great interest in 
the political affairs of his day and was one of the 
best politicians of the State at that time, although 
not an oflice-seeker. He was married turee times, 
but the name of his first wife is unknown. . His 
second wife was a Miss Sarah World, who died af 


shot from under him. 


ter having borne eight children, only one of whom 
is now living: James M., a farmer, of Independ- 
His marriage was to Miss 
Elizabeth Magness, by whom he became the father 
of eleven children, tive of whom are living: Har- 
rison M., David P., Laura (wife of J. M. Archer), 
Rose (wife of Richard A. McHenry), and Kate J. 
(wife of C. A. Phillips, a prominent attorney of 
Fulton County). David P. Tunstall received his 
education in Jackson County, Ark., but in 1861 
gave up all his work to enlist in Company E, of 
the Seventh Arkansas Infantry, Confederate service, 


ence County. last 


and served until April, 1864, the last two years 
He was at Shiloh, Per- 
ryville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary 


being orderly sergeant. 


Ridge, the Atlanta campaign and Jonesboro, Ga., 
where he was taken prisoner. He managed to 
escape by jumping from a train at Decherd Sta- 
tion, Tenn. He was recaptured tive days later and 
was taken to Camp Chase, Ohio. where he was 
kept until February 14, 1865. He was paroled at 
Richmond and returned home. His clothes were 
many times riddled with bullets and at Murfrees- 
boro he had one of his pants-legs shot off. He 
then remained in Independence County, Ark., un- 
til 1877, at which time he came to Fulton County. 
where he has since made his home. He owns 
some of the best farming land in the county, his 
In ISSO 
he was elected to the office of county sheriff and 
On the 25th 
of May, 1865, be was married to Miss Martha Jer- 


property being located on South Fork. 
collector, and was re-elected in LSS+4. 


nigan, a daughter of Rev. William H. Jernigan. 
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FULTON COUNTY. 





She was born in Henry County, Tenn., in 1845 
(August 16), and to their union the following chil- 
dren have been born: Lemuel EH. (farming his 
father’s farm), William T., James I’., Harrison 
M., Dicy ., Charles P., Daniel A. and Grover C. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tunstall are members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, South, and he is a stanch 
Democrat in his politics. On coming home from 
the army he was without means, and all his prop- 
erty has been acquired since then, and notwith- 
standing the fact that he has had to pay a great 
many security-debts he has prospered. He is a 
second cousin of Abraham Lincoln’s wife, his 
grandmother being a Todd. 

K. L. Tunstall, M. D., a widely known and 
most successful physician of Mammoth Spring, 
Ark., was born in Independence County, of this 
State, in September, 1864. He is a son of H. M. 
and Melissa (Baker) Tunstall, who were born re- 


spectively in Independence County, Ark., and | 


Middle Tennessee. The father was reared toa 
mercantile life in his native county, was married 
there, and a few years since came to Fulton 
County, Ark., and engaged in various pursuits at 
Mammoth Spring. He and wife, who came to 
Arkansas at the age of five years, became the 
parents of three children, of whom Dr. E. L. 
Tunstall is the second. The paternal grandfather 
was a native of the ‘‘ Old Dominion,’’ and removed 
to Kentucky during the early history of that State, 
afterward locating in Arkansas, where he engaged 
in steamboating and horse-dealing, accumulating 


a large amount of property thereby. The great- 


grandfather came from Wales and located in Vir-. 


ginia. Dr. E. L. Tunstall was educated in the 
graded schools of his native county, and during 
this time acquired a taste for the study of medi- 
cine. He determined to make this his profession, 
and for some time at first studied under a preceptor, 
and attended his first course of lectures in the 
Missouri Medical College at St. Louis, during the 
winter of 1884-85. He graduated from the Mem- 
phis Hospital Medical College in the spring of 


1887 (the regular school). After practicing in 


Ozark County, Mo., for some time, he commenced | 


practicing in Fulton County in the fall of L886. 
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Miss Mary A. Tyree, who was born in Pulaski 
County, Mo., in February, 1867, became his wife 
in October, 1882, and to their marriage have been 
given two bright little children: Katie S. D. and 
A. G. Thurman. The Doctor is a member of the 
Tri-State Medical Society, which meets once a 
year at Memphis, Tenn. Politically he is a Demo- 
crat. 

William Wainwright is recognized as a careful, 
energetic agriculturist of Fulton County, and by 
his advanced ideas, progressive habits, and liberal 
contributions to worthy enterprises, he has gained 
the respect and esteem of his fellow men. His birth 
occurred in Madison County, Ala., in 1826, and 
he is a son of William and Nancy (Turner) Wain- 
wright, who were born in Virginia and Tennessee, 
respectively. Upon first leaving his native State, 
he went to Georgia, but before his marriage moved 


- from Alabama, where he had located, to Arkansas. 


in 1853, locating in Independence County, but 
afterward died in Sharp County in 1855, at the 
age of seventy-three years. He was a soldier in 
the War of 1512. William Wainwright is one of 
his nine children, and was reared to manhood on a 
farm in Alabama, but when his father came to the 
State of Arkansas, he came with him and here has 
since made his home. He was married in Sharp 
County, on the 25th of February, 1860, to Miss 
Margaret Elizabeth Huddleston, and by her has had 
a family of nine children: John B., who died at 
the age of nine months; Louise, who died in 1854 
at the age of twenty-two years; Laura P.. William 
E., Mary M., Martha M., Samuel P., Lucy M. 
and Gundoland. During the late Civil War Mr. 
Wainwright served four years under Gen. Price, 
being in the commissary department the most of 
the time. In 1862 he came to Fulton County, 
Ark., and is now the owner of 1,546 acres of land 
in the country and considerable property in town. 
He has the finest dwelling house in the county, it 
being a fine brick structure, containing eight large 
rooms. Politically he has always affliated with 
the Democratic party, and socially he is a member 
of the A. F. & A. M., beinga Master Mason. He 
belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Rev. William E. Watson, a Methodist minister 
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HISTORY OF 


and farmer of Fulton Township, was born in Bal- 
lard County, Ky.. in 1846, and received very 
meager educational advantages. He remained 
with his widowed mother until sixteen years of 
age and then, in June, 1863, be enlisted in Com- 
pany B, Wood’s Battalion of Missouri Cavalry, 
Confederate troops, and served until the close of 
the war, most of his operations being in Arkansas. 
He was in the engagement at Pine Bluff, and all 
through Price's raid in Missouri. At one time while 
a soldier there was some talk of promoting bim 
for bravery to the position of fourth corporal. He 
was captured during that raidin Kansas, in October, 
1864, and was a prisoner about four months at St. 
Louis and Alton, I]. He was paroled just before 
the general surrender, rejoined his command and 
surrendered in May, 1865, at Shreveport, La. 
He then came to Izard County, and Was married 
in June, 1866, to Miss Martha J. Williams, a na- 
tive of Kentucky, and the daughter of Henry and 
Elizabeth Williams, also of Kentucky nativity. 
Her parents died in Izard County, whither they 
had moved when Mrs. Watson was a little girl. 
The fruits of Mr. Watson’s union were seven chil- 
dren, four sons and one daughter now living. He 
remained in Izard County until 1875, and then 
came to his present farm, which was then in the 
woods, but now he has 160 acres, with fifty under 
cultivation. He has a pleasant home, one anda 
half miles east of Viola, and aside from his farm- 
ing interest he has been local minister in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for about ten 
years, administering to the spiritual wants of his 
He has 
been a member of that church for a period of 
about twenty-two years. 


fellow men in a very satisfactory manner. 


He is a Democrat in his 
political preferences and has held the office of 
justice of the peace since September, I1SS8. He 
has one brother, James M., and a sister, the widow 
of William Ferguson, who are living in Fulton 
County. His parents, Miles and Mary S. (Gilles- 
pie) Watson, were born in Kentucky, 
father died when William E. 
about 1853 the family moved to Lawrence County, 
Ark., where Mrs. Watson married William Hawk- 
ins. 


where the 


was an infant. In 


She afterward moved to Fulton County, and 


ARKANSAS. 


died about 1862, in what is now Baxter County. 
She had been a member of the Methodist Church 
for many years. 

Z. L. Watters, M. D., is of Seoteh-Irish birth 
and antecedents, and his ancestors for four gener- 
ations back have been prominently identified with 
the interests of the State of Georgia, his father, 
Joseph Watters, having been a prominent poli- 
ticlan of that State in the days of his prime. 
The latter 1792 
to manhood in his native State. 
Florida War -he served as 


was reared 
the 
captain under Gen. 


was born in and 


During 
Nelson. He was a member of the legislature 
from Floyd County, and was also a United States 
Senator from his senatorial district, comprising 
His death occurred in 1866. His 
wife was born in Oglethorpe County in 1799, and 
became the mother of thirteen children, ten sons 
and three daughters, all of whom grew to maturity. 
All the former served in the Confederate army 
with the exception of two brothers. One brother 
was killed at Sharpsburg while serving in Lee’s 
army, and another at Atlanta. Dr. Z. L. Watters, 
our subject, was captain of a company from Gor- 


three counties. 


don County, Ga., and for gallant service was pro- 
moted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and served 
until Lee’s surrender. He received his literary 
education at Rome, Ga., and being now prepared 
to carry out a long cherished desire he entered 
upon a course of medical study, entering the med- 
ical college of his native State, from which he 
graduated in 1852. He ‘had practiced until the 
opening of the war at Calhoun, Ga.,and also at other 
places in that State, and after the war he again 
located in Calhoun, residing there until he came to 
Arkansas in December, 1869. From that time 
until quite recently be was engaged in practicing 
his profession at Salem, and acquired a superior 
reputation as an able physician and surgeon. A 
short time since he retired from practice and is 
now conducting a drug store, for which he is thor- 
oughly qualitied. He was for many years tke only 
physician in the place, and owing to his remark- 
ably suecessful career as such he has become the 
owner of S20 acres of land in three different 
1S66 to Miss M. A. 


farms. He was married in 
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FULTON COUNTY. B07 


Humphreys, but he was called upon to mourn her 
loss by death in 1874. She left two children: 
Frank and Nora. He subsequently wedded his 
present wife, whose maiden name was Samantha 
The following are the children which 
have been given them: Zula Lee, Nettie Medora, 
Lamar, Lella and Ethel. Dr. Watters is a Demo- 
erat, and has shown his brotherly spirit by becom- 


Jeffrey. 


ing a Mason. 

S. P. Welden, treasurer of Fulton County, Ark., 
was born in Jackson County, Tenn., June 16, 
1832, but was reared in the State of Kentucky, re- 
ceiving fairly good advantages for acquiring an 
education in the old subseription schools of early 
days. His boyhood days were spent in following 
the plow, and learning the blacksmith’s trade, the 
two occupations receiving his attention for a num- 
ber of years. He was married at the age of twen- 
ty-four years, to Miss Elizabeth S. Duncan, in Bol- 
linger County, Mo. She was born in Livingston 
County, Ky., May 7, 1838, and to their union five 
children were born, all of whom have passed to 
their long home: Mary A., born December 27, 
1857, died March 14, 1858; an infant, born May 
6, 1859, died the same day; Madoriah F., born 
July 20, 1860, died October 23, 1872: Ewell B., 
born February 2, 1864, died December 1%, 1882; 
and one other infant, born November 2, 1867, died 
the same day. Mr. Welden bought two quarter 
sections of land in Fulton County, Ark., in 1868, 
and moved here in 1881. He resided on his prop- 
erty until elected to the office of county treasurer 
in September, 1884, when he located at the county 
seat of Fulton County. He was re-elected in Sep- 
tember, |SS6, and again re-elected in September, 
ISSS, his majority being each year increased; and 
although he has only been a resident of the county 
a few years, he has become one of its prominent 
citizens, and is respected by all for his sterling in- 
tegrity, sound judgment and liberal, progressive 
ideas. He now owns over 909 acres of land in the 
county, ten forty-acre pieces being in one body. 
He is an old line Democrat. and is the master of 
Salem Lodge No. 418, of the A. F. & A.M. Mr. 
Welden was the third in a family of twelve chil 
dren, seven boys and five girls, eight of whom are 


now living, born to William Welden and wife. 
formerly a Miss Jones, the former being probabiy 
a native of North Carolina, born June 12, 1809, 
and the latter of Tennessee, born May 11, 1809. 
William Welden moved to Tennessee with his fa- 
ther when young. and was there married to Mary 
R. Jones, subsequently following the ocenpation 
He is still living, and is residing at 
Pinkneyville, Livingston County, Ky. His wife 
died on the 18th day of March, 1565. The pater- 
nal grandfather, Daniel Welden, was born in North 
Carolina, and died in Kentucky at the home of our 


of farming. 


subject, between ninety-five and one hundred years 
He was a veteran in the War of i812, 
The great-grandfather, 
and 


of age. 
under Andrew Jackson. 
Pines Welden, was a Revolutionary soldier, 
was of Scotch-Irish descent. 

Marion Whiteside is a resident of Fulton 
County, Ark., who seems to be eminently fitted 
for the occupation of farming, for he possesses in- 
dustry and good business ability, and from earliest 
boyhood has been familiar with the details of farm 
life. - He was born in Oregon County. Mo.. Oc- 
tober 11, 1850, but was reared in Fulton County, 
Ark., remaining with his parents until he at- 
tained his majority, and, although he received no 
schooling he became familiar with the details of 
farming and blacksmithing, which occupations his 
father followed. He has continued the former oc- 
eupation ever since starting out in life for himself. 
and since 1875 has lived on his present farm of 
120 acres, fifty-five acres of which are under culti- 
vation. He bas always been a Democrat political- 
ly, and his first vote for the Presidency was cast 
for Horace Greeley. He is now deputy assessor 
of his township, has been constable of Mammoth 
Spring Township two years, and has served seven 
years as school director, and is elected for two more 


years. He is a member of Mammoth Spring 
Lodge No. 48, of the I. 0. O. F. July 7, 1572, 


he was anited in marriage to Miss Annis Mooney. 
who was born in Dent County. Mo., about 1s52, 
and by her he became the father of eight children, 
six of whom are living: Margaret E., Jackson F.. 
Martha L., Josephine, Minnie A. and Monroe C. 
Mrs. Whiteside is a daughter of John and Mar 
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garet Mooney, who were native Tennesseeans, and 
were early settlers of Dent County, Mo. 


occurred in Arkansas. Mr. Whiteside is one 
of eight surviving members of a family of eleven 
children, nine of whom reside in Fulton Coun- 
ty, Ark., and one in Oregon County, Mo., born to 
Hayes and Sarah J. (Payne) Whiteside, who were 
born in Indiana and Missouri, in 1833 and 1836, 
respectively. The father was brought to Arkan- 
sas by his parents when nine years of age, and be- 
came a noted hunter of Fulton County and lived 
in this county until his death, August 27, 1879, 
still survived by his widow. The paternal grand- 
father, Thomas Whiteside, was a Virginian, and 
with his wife moved from that State to Indiana, 
at avery early day, and later to Fulton County, 
Ark., of which they were among the earliest set- 
tlers. He was also a noted hunter and while on 
a hunting expedition was taken sick and died in 
Independence County, Ark. His wife died in Ful- 
ton County, Ark. 

Dr. Joseph M. Wolf, a physician of more than 
ordinary ability, who has practiced his profession 
at Mammoth Spring and vicinity since in August, 
1887, is a native of Izard County, born in 1841, 
and the son of Maj. Jacob and Elizabeth (Sanders) 
Wolf, nee Lantz, natives of North Carolina and 
Ohio, and born in 1786 and 1800, respectively. 


came in 1817, and spent the rest of their lives 


1865. They were excellent people, and both were 
members of the Baptist Church, Mr. Wolf being 
an active worker in the same. He had been 
married three times, Mrs. Lantz being his second 
wife; she was the widow Sanders at the time of her 
marriage to Mr. Wolf. The latter was a black 
smith and farmer by occupation, and followed this 
all his hfe. He was major in the militia, and or- 
ganized a company to go to the Mexican War, but 
it was not received. He served one term in the 
council when Arkansas was a part of Indian Terri- 
tory, and was also a member of the State legisla- 


_ of the State. 
The 
father died in that State, but the mother’s death | 


in 1817, where he received his final summons. 


| try, 


_ siding in Van Buren County. 


He traded with the Indians iu the 
early settlement of the country, and was for some 
time engaged in flat-boating on the White River. 
His father, Michael Wolf, was a German soldier 
in the War of 1812. He removed from North 
Carolina to Kentucky about 1796, and to Arkansas 
Of 
the ten children born to Mr. and Mrs. Wolf, Dr. 
Joseph M. was the ninth in order of birth. He 
assisted his father on the farm, and received very 
little education until grown, when he attended 
school for about ten months at Mountain Home, 
Ark. He then went all through the war in the 


_ Confederate army, serving in various companies. 


but principally in the Fourteenth Arkansas Infan- 
Trans-Mississippi department. He was in 
the fights at Oak Hill, Pea Ridge, Iuka, Corinth, 


_ Port Hudson, Jenkins’ Ferry, and many others. 


He surrendered at Marshall, Texas, in May, 
1865, and during his entire time of service was 
In August, 1865, he began the 
study of medicine with his brother-in-law, Dr. J. 


never wounded. 


_M. Casey, graduating from the University of Lonis- 


ville, Ky., in 1870, and began practicing near 
Jacksonport, where he lived five years. He sub- 
sequently removed to Baxter County, and fromm 
there soon after to Boone County, thence to Stone 
County, where he remained until he came to Mam- 


_ moth Spring, where he has practiced successfully 
They were married in Izard County, where they | 


ever since. By his marriage in 1872, to Miss Sarah 


Sink, daughter of George and Sarah Sink, early 
there, the mother dying in 1546, and the father in | 


settlers of Jackson County, Ark., there were born 
twosons, Montrose and Kugene. Mr. and Mrs. Sink 
diedin Jackson County, Ark., where Mrs. Wolf was 
born. The latter died in Boone County in 1876. 
Mr. Wolf was married the second time in Stone 
County, in 1878, to Miss Effie, a native of North 
Carolina, born in 1857, and the daughter of Ben- 
jamin R. and Mary J. Eaton. Mr. and Mrs. Eaton 
came to Washita County in 1865, and are now re- 
To Mr. and Mrs. 
Wolf were born four children now living: Caddie. 


Gertrude, Linnie and Virgie. The Doctor is a 


Democrat in his political preferences, and his first 
He is 


a member of Blue Mountain Lodge No. 202, A. 


ture soon after the State was organized. He was 


presidential vote was for Seymour, in 1868." 
a pioneer, and one of the representative citizens 
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F. & A. M., in Stone County, and has been sec- at Mammoth Spring, and is vice-chancellor. He 
| retary of the same several times. He is also a and wife are members in good standing in the 





member of Spring River Lodge No. 49, K. of P., 


Baptist Church. 


/ =F 8-00 —p 4<—- 


GMAP PER AVHE 


Hie OK Ft aH 


CRAIGHEAD COUNTY—LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION—STREAMS AND DRAINAGE— 
AND PRODUCTIONS—LIVE STOCK—PROPERTY, 
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REAL 
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They shunned not labor when ’twas due, 
They wrought with right good will; 

And for the homes they won for them, 
Their children bless them still.— Anon. 


» RAIGHEAD COUNTY, situ- 
ated in Northeastern Arkan- 
sas, is bounded on the north 
by Lawrence and Greene 
Counties, Ark., and Dunklin 
County, Mo.: east by Mis. 
sissippi County, south 

Pomectt and west by Jackson County, 

Ark. Its length east and west is forty- 

two miles, and the width at different 

places is twelve, eighteen and twenty- 






by 


one miles, including lakes, river-beds 
and sloughs. Its 710 
square miles, or 454,400 acres, of which 
405,430 are under taxation, and of the 
whole area less than one-tenth is im- 


entire area is 


proved. 

The boundary lines are as follows: Commenc- 
ing on the Fifth Principal Meridian at the inter- 
section of the line dividing Townships 14 and 15 


north; thence east on the township line to the in- 


tersection of Cache River, in Range 2 east; thence 
up-stream with its meanders to the line dividing 
Townships 15 and 16; thence east on the township 
line to the St. Francis River in Range 7; thence 
up-stream, with the meanders thereof, to the line 
dividing Sections 17 and 20, in Township 16, 
Range 7; thence east to the line dividing Ranges 7 
and 8; thence south on the range line to the line 
dividing Townships 12 and 13; thence west on the 
township line to the Fifth Principal Meridian: 
thence north on the meridian line to the place of 
beginning. 

continuation in 


from its 


Greene County, crosses the west central portion of 


Crowley’s Ridge, 


Craighead in a southerly direction, being twelve 
miles or more in width at the northern boundary, 
and first widening and then narrowing down to a 
width of only about three miles near the southern 
line. The lands on the ridge are gently rolling, 
and gradually slope down to the level or bottom- 


lands on either side. 
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the swamp and overflowed lands, the latter consti- 
tuting a large percentage of the area of the county, 
will eventually become superior for farming and 
grazing purposes, when the timber shall have been 
cleared away and the drift removed from the water- 
courses. 
The St. 
south across the eastern portion of the county, 


Francis River flows from north to 
entering it over Section 6. in Township 15, Range 
7, and over Sections 1 and 2, in Township 195, 
Range 6. This stream varies in its width from a 
half mile to three miles. 
tracts of land along its original channel which 
were sunk in the earthquakes of 1S11-12; and thus 
becoming covered with water they have since been 
known as the ‘‘Sunk Lands.”” Other tracts lying 
east of the St. Francis River were sunk in the 
same earthquakes, and are also called by a similar 
name. Clay, Greene and other counties in North- 
eastern Arkansas were likewise affected by these 
earthquakes. All that portion of Cratghead Coun- 
ty lying east of Crowley's Ridge is drained by the 
St. Francis River and its numerous tributaries. 
Cache River enters from the north at the north- 
west corner of Section 2, Township 15, Range 2, 
and flows in a southerly and southwesterly direc- 
tion, leaving the county a skort distance east of 
its southwest corner. With its tributaries it drains 
all that territory lying west of Crowley’s Ridge. 
The water supply for all purposes is abundant. 
A number of good springs—especially on Crow- 
ley’s Ridge— are found, anda liberal supply of 
good well water can, at all places, be obtained at 
an average depth of about thirty feet, without blast- 
Indeed from wells, 


1 


Its bed covers large 


ing or boring through rock. 
cisterns and springs, besides the streams, an abun- 
dant supply of water may be had for every needed 
purpose. 

The timber here is not unlike that of Clay and 
Greene Counties. On the ridge nearly all species 
of oak, gum, poplar, some pine, hickory, ash, ete., 
are common, while on the lower lands the oaks, 
gum, cottonwood, cypress, hickory, a little wal- 
nut, tupelo, etc., abound. The poplar and walnut 
have been largely cut out, but of several other 


varieties, especially oak, gum and cypress, a seem- 


ingly inexhaustible supply, excellent for saw tim- 
ber, remains: rail and building timber and wood 
for fuel are sufficiently plenty to last for years. 
The county has a variety of soil from the poor- 
est * 
sandy loam. 


‘pipe’? or white clay to the richest black 
Of the former there is but little. 
With proper cultivation all soils produce well. 
Experienced farmers claim that clover grows lux- 
uriantly on all except the white clay lands, where 
its roots heave out by the action of the winter 
frosts. However, on these lands herds-grass, or 
red-top, stands through the winters, and succeeds 
The soil in general is thoroughly adapted 
to the raising of Indian corn, wheat. oats, cotton 
and all kinds of vegetables, also clover and the 


well. 


tame grasses, and tobacco. Fruits common to 
this latitude thrive splendidly. 

At this time lumbering is one of the leading 
industries and greatest sources of income to the 
community. Two stave factories and about fifteen 
saw-mills are within the county, engaged in pre- 
paring lumber for shipment, and many logs are 
rafted out on the river ways. 
to the farmers is from the raising of cotton and 


The largest revenue 


corn, which yield probably a nearly equal crop. 
Some of the saw-mills have cotton-gins and grist- 
mills attached. 

The census of 1850 shows that there were 1,130 
farms in Craighead County, and 37,675 acres of 
improved lands. 
ductions for the year 1879 were as follows: In- 
dian corn, 367,451 bushels; oats, 20,260 bushels; 
wheat, 15,552 bushels; hay, 206 tons; cotton, 
4.374 bales: Irish potatoes, 4,806 bushels: sweet 
potatoes, 9,715 bushels; tobacco, 24,942 pounds. 
In the growing of tobacco the report shows that 
Craighead ranked as the sixth county in the State, 


From these the vegetable pro- 


notwithstanding its small population and small 
area of improved lands. These figures will be 
interesting to compare with the forthcoming cen- 
sus of 1890, which will show a large increase iu 
improvements, and a corresponding advance. in 
vegetable productions. 

The same census gives the live stock within the 
county in number as follows: Horses, 1,817; mules 
and asses, 778; neat cattle, 10,691; sheep, 2,615; 
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hogs, 20,182. The returns as indicated on the 
assessment books for 1888 are: Horses, 2,541; 
mules and asses, 967; cattle, 12,191; sheep, 2,217; 
hogs, 19,053. By comparison it is seen that since 
{S80 the number of horses has more than trebled, 
the number of mules, asses and cattle has largely 
increased, while there has been a small decrease in 
the number of sheep, caused, probably, by the re- 
duction in the price of wool. 

The showing of the census of 1890 will be of 
much advantage to this territory. 

In ISSO the taxable wealth of the county was 
assessed as follows: Real estate, $535,611: per- 
sonal property, $280,625; a total of $816,236, on 
which taxes for State, county and all purposes, to 
the amount of $11,450, were charged. In 1588 
real estate, including the railroads, was assessed 
at $1,817,464, and the personal property at $821. - 
264, making a grand total of $2,638,728, with 
40,541.33 as the total amount of taxes charged. 
These figures demonstrate the great increase in 
taxable wealth. The personal property alone now 
exceeds in value the entire taxable wealth of the 
county in 1880—conclusive proof of the wonder- 
ful and rapid development of the resources of the 
county. 

The railroads, which constitute large propor 
tions of the taxable wealth, were assessed in 18S8 
as follows: Helena Branch of the St. Louis, Iron 
Mountain & Southern, $181,000; St. Louis, Arkan- 
sas & Texas, $238,637.52; Kansas City, Fort Scott 
& Memphis, $283,212.95; total, $702,850.47. All 
of this has been added to the county since 1880. 
Craighead has no bonded debt, but has a floating 
debt, on outstanding warrants, of about $7,500, 
which will soon be canceled. 

No better argument than the facts and figures 
mentioned, coupled with the mild and genial 
climate where extremes of heat and cold are never 
felt, and where the people are hospitable and gen- 
erous — constituting excellent society — can be 
offered in favor of inducing immigration. Here 
the moral, sober and industrious man ean find and 
obtain everything so desirable. and while, per- 
haps, one may not rise by magic to positions of 
atllueuce or perfect independence, he may be as- 


sured of the certain success of proper application 


and industry. 

In 1860 the population of Craighead County 
was 3,066, of whom 88 were colored; in 1870, 
4,577, with 253 colored; in 1880, 7,037; colored, 
261. There is no means of obtaining the popula- 
tion of the county at this writing, but it is safe to 
estimate it at much more than double that of 1S8SO0. 

The Kansas City, Fort Seott & Memphis Rail- 
road, completed in 1883, enters the county near the 
northwest corner, and runs in a southeasterly 
direction through and across by way of Jonesboro 
and Nettleton. The length of its line within the 
boundary is twenty-six miles and 4,266 feet. The 
Helena Branch of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & 
Southern Railroad enters on Section 3, Township 
15, Range 5, and runs thence in a southerly direc- 
tion, bearing slightly to the westward, clear 
across the county by way of Nettleton, three 
miles southeast of Jonesboro. Its length is 
twenty and sixty-four one-hundredths miles. The 
St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railroad reaches the 
county line by the side of the Helena Branch 
of the St. Louis, Iron Monntain & Southern Rail- 
road, which it follows for several miles; then turn- 
ing to the westward, it passes through Jonesboro, 
and afterward runs in a southwesterly direction 
through the remainder of the county. Its length is 
twenty-eight miles and 1,953 feet. The combined 
length of the main lines of these three railroads 
within the county is seventy-five miles and 4,318 
feet. These railroads give an advantageous outlet 
to all points of the compass. But few counties, 
even in old settled communities are so favored with 
railroad and shipping facilities. 

Entrance into the territory composing Craig- 
head County began about the year 1IS30, and 
among the first settlers was a Mr. Martin, who 
chose a location some five miles south of the 
present site of Jonesboro.. He was probably the 


first permanent resident. Other very early set- 


_tlers were Rufus Snoddy, Daniel O’Guinn, Yancey 


Broadaway and Joshua Grinder. John Hamilton, 
Asa Puckett and Eli Quarles settled in the Broad- 
away settlement, a few miles west of the site of 


Jonesboro. Uncle Jack Pearce, John and Thomas 
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Simmons took up their residence in the Grinder 
settlement, a few miles southwest of that place. 
Perry Osborn, James Stotts. Hardiman Puryear 
and his son, William, the latter now living near 
Jonesboro; D. R. Tyler, the McCrackens, Elias 
Mackey, Henry Powell and William Q. Lane were 
all pioneers to this locality. In 1840, John An- 
derson and his son, John S., the Jatter now living 
in Jonesboro, settled on Big Creek, in the north- 
west part of the county. Christopher and George 
Cook located on the same creek. The Puryears in 
1840 made a home in the southern part. 

William Puryear opened the first store in the 
county at his present home near Jonesboro, haul- 
ing his goods from Memphis. He gave $8 per 
sack for salt, the sacks weighing from 200 to 250 
pounds each, and for many other necessaries of 
life corresponding prices were paid. During one 
season, about the year 1854, his purchase of furs 
from the pioneer settlers and subsequent sales 


} 


amounted to $3,700. In ‘‘early days,’’ every-_ 


thing was of a primitive order. 
their homespun clothing, also making garments 


had no shoes to wear except moccasins, made of 
skins with the flesh side turned out, and on fre- 
quent occasions the men attended religious services 
barefooted, and the women with moccasin shoes on. 
None but the survivors can form a proper concep- 
tion of the hardships endured by the pioneer set- 
tlers. Prior to the war period immigration to the 
new territory was extremely slow, and during that 
time it was at a standstill. Afterward it was re- 
newed, but did not increase very perceptibly until 
the completion of the railroads, since which time 
it has been quite rapid. As the county is new and 
but a small portion improved, there is room and 
excellent opportunities for thousands more to ob- 
tain homes within its borders. 

The county of Craighead was organized in ac- 
cordance with an act of the legislature of the State, 
approved February 19, 1859. Thomas B. Craig- 
head, then representing Mississippi and Critten- 
den Counties in the Senate, was opposed to the 
bill creating the new county, while William A. 
Jones, representing St. Francis and Poinsett Coun- 





The pioneers wore | 


ties in the same body, was its principal supporter. 
The bill was called up for passage when the form- 
er was absent from his seat, and upon returning 
he found that it had been passed, and that his own 
name had been inserted in the space left blank 
for the name of the county. 

In 1883, the legislature, upon the solicitation 
of certain individuals in the eastern part, divided 
the county into two judicial districts, the Western, 
to be known as the Jonesboro district, and the East- 
ern, as the Lake City district. The range line be- 
tween Ranges 4 and 5 was made the dividing line. 
Two years later (in 1885) the legislature changed 
the line between the districts to the range line 
dividing Ranges 5 and 6, and in 1887, it passed 
another act by which Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17, 18 
and 19, in Township 13, Range 6, were taken from 
the Eastern and attached to the Western district. 
The probability is that the districts will, ere long, 
be abolished and the county placed as it formerly 
was, under the management of one seat of justice. 

About two years after the county’s organization, 


_ thesite of Jonesboro was selected for the permanent 
out of the skins of animals. Many of the women | 


seat of justice, and before long a two-story frame 
court-house, with the county offices below and the 
court room above, was erected on the public square, 
This building stood 
until February 14, 1869, when it was consumed 
by fire. A company of the State Militia, who had 
lodged in it the previous night (fire being discov- 
ered shortly after their departure), were charged 
by some with having set it on fire. while others, 
more charitably inclined, deemed the burning a re- 
sult of unintentional carelessness. 


where the present one stands. 


A frame store 
building on the west side of the square, was then 
rented and used as a court-house, until 1876, when 
it also was burned. Marion Sanders was indicted 
for the destruction of this building, was tried, 
found guilty. and sentenced to serve a term of 
two years in the penitentiary. A similar building 
was then erected on the same ground, and used as 
a court-house until 1878. when it was consumed 
in a general fire, in which eight buildings were 
destroyed. In these several tires the early public 
records of the county were all destroyed. The 
present court-house was completed in the summer 
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of 1SS6, by the contractor, W. C. Clark, of Little 
Rock, at 5 total cost of $16,500. It is a substan- 
tial two-story brick structure, with five rooms and 
a fire-proof vault for the records on the first floor, 
and the court and jury rooms on the second. It 
is finished in modern architectural style, with a 
tower and town clock, and is a handsome, attrac- 
tive building. 

The only jail the county has ever had is a 
small log building, a portion of which is. still 
standing a little distance north of the northwest 
corner of the public square. The seat of justice 
for the Lake City district is,at the town of Lake 
City, where the county owns no buildings, but 
rents a small frame building for a court-house. 

The following is a list of the names of the of- 
ficersof Craighead County from its organization, 
with the date of their terms of service. 

Judges: Isham Fuller, 1859-60; Sam P. Trice, 
1860-62; A. C. Huston, 1862-64; J. S. Anderson, 
1864-66; J. M. Curnutt, 1S66-67;* James Carson, 
1867-72; J. H. West, 1874-76; W. S. Stephens, 
1876-SO: J. M. Raines, 1880-82; L. W. Loftis, 
1SS2-86; J. H. Edwards, present incumbent, first 
elected in 1886. 

Clerks: L. H. Sutfin, 1859-64; F. M. Davis, 
instead of Sutfin, from January, 1864; A. Lynch, 
1864-66; L. H. Sutfin, 1866 to October, 1867; R. 
H. McKay from October, 1867 to 1872; J. C. 
Knight, 1872-76; Jacob Sharp, 1876-86; J. H. 
Mangrum, present incumbent, first elected in 1886. 

Sheriffs: William T. Armstrong, 1559-60; 
W. T. E. Armstrong, 1860-62; William Puryear, 
1862-65; W. T. E. Armstrong from January, 
1865 to 1866; J. G. Wood, 1866-67; W. H. Nes- 
bitt, 1867-72: Samuel Nash, 1872-74; D. H. 
Thorn, 1874-S0; William T. Lane, present in- 
first in 1880, 
has since served continuously. 


cumbent, elected and re-elected, 

Treasurers: Thomas Nelson, 1859-60; S. W. 
Chisenhall, 1860-64; C. Sharp, 1864-65; L. W. 
Loftis, 1865-68; T. S. Ray, 1868-74: E. Watkins, 
IS74-78; A. S. Nash, 1878-80; J. M. Minton, 
1SSO-82; W. F. Little, 1882-86; J. D. C. Cobb, 





*Jaumes Carson from October, 1867, vice Curnutt, re- 
moved, 





1SS6-&8; G. 
in 1SS8S. 


Coroners: 


W. Cook, present incumbent, elected 


R. H. McCoy, 1859-60; Uriah Kel- 


lar, 1860-64; L. W. Loftis, 1864-65: J. H. Gam- 


ble, 1865-68; J. Hargraves, 1868-71: J. H. Steph- 
ens, 1871-72; John Tanehill, 1872-74; A. N. 
Couch, 1874-76; R. Robertson. 1876-78; A. N. 
Couch, 1878-SO0; H. Dorton, 1SS0-86: David Cal- 
vert, 1886-SS; M. D. Willey, present incumbent, 
elected in 1888. 

Surveyors: J. N. Burk, 1859-62; 8. M. Oden, 
1862-64; A.J. Barnett. 1864-66: E. A. Albright, 
1866-68; Joseph Newson, 1872-73; J. W. New- 
son, 1873-78; W. M. Armstrong, 1878-S0; T. M. 
Boyd, 1880-82; G. B. Hopkins, 1882-84; T, M. 
Boyd, 1884-86; J. H. Burk. present incumbent, 
first elected in 1886. 

Assessors: W. T. E. Armstrong, 1868-72: D. 
M. Goodman, 1872-73; ©. W. Covender, 1873- 
74: J. M. Raines, 1874-76; J. R. Ruffin, 1S76— 
78; J. Broadaway, 1878-84; R. L. Collins, present 
incumbent, elected in ISS4, re-elected and served 
continuously since. 

Representatives: Z. Stoddard was the first rep- 
resentative of Craighead County, and J. A. Meek 
is the present one. 

The political aspect of Craighead County may 
be seen by reference to the number of votes cast 
at the September election in 1888, for the candi- 
dates for governor, as follows: James P. Eagle. 
Democrat, 1,386; C. M. Norwood, combined op- 
position, 662. 
county at the November election in 1888S, for the 
presidential candidates, were: For Cleveland, 
1,212; for Harrison, 217; for Streeter, 147. 

Upon the organization of the county the 
courts were held, as provided in the creating act. 


The number of votes cast in the 


at the store-house of William Puryear, at his pres- 
ent residence near Jonesboro, where future ses- 
sions were held until the site for the seat of justice 
was selected and a court-house erected. 

The county court holds its regular sessions at 
Jonesboro, commencing on the first Mondays of 
January, April, July and October of each year, and 
continuing as long as the business requires. It 
has jurisdiction over the county business in both 
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judicial districts, but does not meet in the Lake 
City district. 

The regular sessions of the probate court are 
held in the Jonesboro judicial district, commenc- 
ing on the second Mondays of January, April, 


July and October of each year, and in Lake City | 
judicial district, commencing on the fourth Mon-— 


days of the same months. It continues ‘t from 
day to day until the business is disposed of.”’ 
The regular sessions of the circuit court for the 


Jonesboro district commence on the sixth Monday 


fifteenth Monday after the first Monday of the 


same months.* This court has fortunately never 


been overburdened with criminal trials in this | 


county, because of the absence of unlawful citizens. 
executions have followed. Some years ago a negro 
murdered Miss Mattie Ishmael at her father’s 
house, a few miles north of Jonesboro. 
three other negroes, accessarles, pee aprested 
and given a preliminary trial before a justice of 
the peace. 


they thought to be in Mr. Ishmael’s house, and that 
the young lady, being the only one at home, was 
killed to enable them to accomplish the act. 
justice of the peace found sufficient evidence to 
hold the negroes for the action of the grand jury, 
whereupon the citizens seized and hanged them 
until they were dead. 

The legal bar of Craighead County is composed 
of the following-named attorneys: J.C. Brook- 


field, W. H. Cate, T. P. McGovern, J. C. Haw- 


| maduke’s army moved through the county, on his 


thorn, J. A. Meek, S. A. Warner, N. J. Thompson, 
Will A. May, W. A. Maywood, W. W. Nisbett, 
L: J. Wear; E. W. Hillis, E. M. Roleson, H. J. 
Smith. Additional mention of the members of the 
bar is made on other pages. 

At the outbreak of the War of 1861-65, the 
citizens of Craighead County in their actions pur- 
sued the course most natural for them. Being 
emigrants, or their descendants, from Tennessee 








*The time for convening at Lake City has probably 
been changed by the last session of the legislature. 


! troops. 
A few murders have been committed, but no legal | 


| county. 
He and | 
_ ized here for the Federal army. 
From the evidence it appeared that | 


the negroes had contrived to steal money which — 
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and other Southern States, they were almost mman 


_ imously in favor of the Southern cause, and conse- 
quently did what they could in its behalf, by fur 


nishing soldiers for the Confederate army. The 
first company in the county was organized in 1861, 
and was commanded by Capt. J. M. Pollard. It 
served in the Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry. The 
next company, raised in the winter of 1862-63, was 
commanded by Capt. J. D. Hillis. It served in 
Col. O. P. Lyle’s Twenty-third Arkansas Infantry. 


_ The next company was that of Capt. M. A. Adair, 
after the first Monday of February and August of 
each year, and for the Lake City district, on the — 


which served in Col. Young's regiment of Arkan- 
sas infantry... Another, commanded by Capt. J. G. 
Wood, was raised in Craighead and Greene Coun- 
ties, but mostly from the former. It served ina 
battalion of Col. Kitchens’ regiment of Arkansas 
Another company raised in 1864 in this 
and Jackson and Woodruff Counties, by Capt. J. 
B. Hillis, had about one-fourth of its men from this 
A few individuals joined companies or- 
ganized outside. No body of troops were organ- 
A few individu- 
als may have joined regiments from the North 
after their removal from this locality. 

The only action that took place within the 
county during the war, was a fight at Jonesboro in 
1863. between two companies of Confederate troops, 
commanded, respectively, by Capts. Adair, of 
Craighead, and Allen, of Clay Counties, and a de- 


_ tachment of a Federal regiment, commanded by 


Col. Daniels. The latter had stopped in the town 


and were attacked by their enemies, and driven 
| out. 


In the contest about thirty were killed and 
wounded, principally Federals. A portion of Mar- 


| retreat from Missouri, and some Federal commands 


It was, however, not much 
over-run, and did not suffer from the devastations 


also passed through. 


of war such as fell to the lot of many other coun- 
ties within the State. Among the recent immigrants 
from the North are many ex-Federal soldiers, and 
their friendly intercourse shows that the battle-ax 
has long since been buried. 

Craighead is favored with a usual quota of 
towns, so essential to any community. 

Bay, a small place situated on the Kansas City, 
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CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 


Fort Scott & Memphis Railroad, ten miles southeast 
of Jonesboro, contains a postoffice, three or four 
stores, a saw-mill, two churches, two boarding 
houses, ete. 

Bono, a station and postoffice on the same rail- 
road, ten miles northwest of Jonesboro, is but a 
small village. ' 

Brookland, on the St. Louis, Arkansas & 
Texas Railroad, eight milesnortheast of Jonesboro, 
contains three general stores, one drug store, two 
hotels, a church and school-house. 


Culberhouse, on the Kansas City, Fort Scott & | away by devouring flames, causing an estimated 


Memphis Railroad, one and a half mile below Bay, 
has a postoffice, store, boarding-house, and saw- 
mill. 

Dee, a station on the Iron Mountain Railroad 
eight miles south of Jonesboro, contains two stores, 
two churches and two saw-mills. 

Gilkerson is on the St. Louis, Arkansas & 
Texas Railroad, nine miles southeast of Jonesboro. 
A postoffice, store, and a grist and saw-mill and 
cotton-gin combined comprise its interests. 

Greensboro, a very old village and formerly 
a place of much business, eleven miles east of 
north from Jonesboro, has within it a postoftice, 
two or three stores, two churches and a school- 
house. 

Gubertown is a post hamlet in the northeastern 
part of the county. 

Jonesboro, seat of Craighead 
County, was established when its site was selected 
for the permanent seat of justice. It was named 
in honor of William A. Jones, State Senator for 
the counties of St. Francis and Poinsett, for his 
able support of the act creating the county. 
cated on a beautiful site at the crossing of the St. 
Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railroad and the Kan- 
sas City, Fort Scott & Memphis Railroad, it is 
near the center of the territory whose capital it is. 
William Puryear moved his store from his farm 
to the town site and became its 


the county 


first merchant. 
At the beginning of the Civil War the place con- 


tained about 150 inhabitants. After the close of 
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of from 200 to 300. Upon the completion of the 
railroads through the county in 1882 and 1883, en- 
terprise was awakened, and now, according to an 
actual and careful census just taken within the 


corporate limits, the population numbers 2,240— 


1,954 white, and 286 colored. To this number 
should be added about 300 for those living just 


outside of the corporation. 


On Saturday, April 27, 1889, about forty 


| business houses and residences, including some of 





| here enumerated. 


the best of both within Jonesboro, were swept 


loss to the property owners of about $175,000. 
The burnt district lies immediately north and 


| northeast of the public square, on both sides of 


the street leading to the Union Depot. Before 
this occurrence the town contained the Bank of 
Jonesboro, six general stores, ten groceries, eight 
drug stores, one hardware store, one hardware and 


_ grocery store, three dry goods stores, one clothing 
| store, one undertaker’s store, twelve hotels, tive 


barber shops, several temperance saloons, several 
blacksmith and other mechanical shops, two corn- 
mills, three planing-mills, two saw-mills, one stave 
factory, three brick yards, three lumber yards, 
four church edifices, a large and new two-story 
brick school-house with six rooms, costing 37,000, 
the Union Depot, round house, two freight depots 
and other railroad buildings, a number of restaur- 
ants, boarding houses and business Louses not 
The property burned consisted 
of stores, warehouses, livery stable, the Cumber- 


_land Presbyterian Church, the Southern Hotel. 


Lo- | 


residences, ete., ete. 
In addition to the foregoing the city contains 
two weekly newspapers, The Jonesboro Times and 


_ The Craighead County Sun, both well edited, and 


that struggle it continued to grow, but slowly, so | 


that in 1880, it had three or four small stores and 
some other business enterprises, and a population 





both devoted to the general interests of the county 
The Times is published by J. D. 
C. Cobb & Son, and The Sun by Emmet Rodgers. 


The Times lost its press and some other property 


and its people. 


in the late fire, but did not miss its regular publi- 
cation. 

Jonesboro has a lodge and chapter of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, a lodge and encampment of Odd 
Fellows, a lodge each of the Knights of Honor, 
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316 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. ) 
Knights and Ladies of Honor, Knights of Pythias, 15—total, 47. Average monthly salaries paid 
Knights of Labor, and other societies; also six teachers—first grade, males, $50; females, $45.10: 
physicians and one dentist. The place was imcor- second grade, males, 340; females, $37.30; third 
porated February 2, 1883, as a city of the second grade, males, $33.35; females, $32.50. Revenue 
class. Its present officers are N. J. Thompson, — raised for the support of the common schools, total 
mayor; J. W. Mackey, recorder; I. J. Stacey, amount, $20,595.64; amount expended, $9,142.53: 
treasurer, and J. J. Rooney, marshal. Jonesboro’ balance unexpended, $11,453.11. These figures 
is so pleasantly and advantageously located that it indicate that less than one-half of the white, and 
is a desirable place of residence. Its residences less than one-fourth of the colored scholastic popu- 
in the shady forest surrounding the business por- lation were taught in the public schools during the 
tion of the city are both attractive and comforta- year. However, considering the short time in 
ble. Though individuals have suffered by the which the free school system has been in existence, 
late devastating elements the loss will soon be re- and the distance the children of sparsely settled 
covered, proving, perhaps, a substantial blessing, sections of the county have to travel to attend, it 
as brick will take the place of wooden buildings. may be considered a fair showing. When the 
Lake City, the seat of justice of the Lake City county becomes more thickly settled and more 
district, was established soon after the Civil War  school-houses are erected, a much larger attend- 
as a boat-landing on the St. Francis River. It ance will result. The wages paid for teachers of 
contains the court-house, postoffice, two stores, the first grade is sufficient to secure able and com- 
two hotels, a church and school-house. petent instructors. 
Macey is a postoflice in the extreme northeast Of the Missionary Baptist Church, the pioneer 
corner of the county. organization of this religious denomination within 
Nettleton, at the crossing of the railroads three the territory composing Craighead County is 
miles southeast of Jonesboro, contains a postofiice, that known as Macedonia, six miles northeast of 
three or four business houses, etc. _ Jonesboro. It was formed prior to 1846. Next 
Stottsville, in the extreme eastern part of the was the Jonesboro Church, organized some ten 
county, has a postoftice, store, saw and grist-mill years later. Other organizations have since been 
and cotton-gin combined, a church and school- formed from time to time until they now number 
house. | twelve, and are named as follows: Antioch, Black 
Wardsdale, on the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Oak, Bethabra, Enterprise, Hermon, Jonesboro, 
Railroad, thirteen miles southwest of Jonesboro, Liberty. Macedonia, New Hope, Oak Grove, 
contains a postoffice and saw-mill. Philadelphia and Rock Hill, with an aggregate 
No adequate educational facilities existed with- membership of about 800. The pastors of these 
in the county prior to the inauguration of the free churches, so far as given in the minutes of the 
school system. ‘here were, however, afew sub- Mount Zion Association, are J. I. Mills, at An- 
scription schools taught here and therein the most tioch; E. P. Minton, at Black Oak and Liberty; 
thickly settled neighborhoods, the terms being for W. G. Stamper, at Bethabra; M. Ball, at Jones- 
three months ina year. The following statistics boro; J. T. Arrington, at Macedonia, New Hope 
from the report of the State superintendent, for and Oak Grove; J. M. Raines, at Philadelphia, and 
the year ending June 30, 1888, will prove of inter- Thomas Williams, at Rock Hill. 
est to those whose sympathies are with this worthy Of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
movement. Scholastic population: White, 3,988; the Jonesboro Station, W. D. Matthews, pastor, 
colored, 160—total, 4,148. Number of pupils has 160 or more members. The Jonesboro Cir- 
taught in the public schools: White, 1,959; colored, cuit, M. J. Hively. pastor, consists of tive organi- 
36—total. 1,995. Number of school districts, 56. zations: Pleasant Grove, Marvin, Bay, Forest 
Number of teachers employed: Males, 32; females, Home and Hope, with a membership of 400. \ 
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Lake City Cireuit, S. G. Lape, pastor, consists | 
the latter, have Sunday-schools connected with 


of four organizations, viz.: Hollywood, Forest 
Chapel, Pleasant Valley and Lake City. Shiloh 


Cireuit, John Edison, pastor, consists of seven or- 
ganizations, viz.: Trinity, Oak Ridge, New Hope, 
Colwell’s Chapel, Shiloh, New Haven and Union 
Grove, with an aggregate membership of 432. 


Nearly all of these denominations, excepting 


them. Regular preaching services are held, and 


all are doing good work in the cause of Christian- 


ity. The county, though new, and with but a 


Buffalo Island Mission has seven appointments 


or preaching places: Trinity, Young’s Chapel, 


Hunton’s Chapel, Poplar Ridge, Union School 


House and Black Oak, with an aggregate member- | 


ship of 152. Rev. A. S. Hilburn is pastor. Lake 
City Circuit was recently established, and a por- 
tion of its members were taken from the Jonesboro 
Circuit and Buffalo Island Mission. thus reducing 
their membership as above given. All the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church organizations within the 


small population, is well supplied with churches. 


> —>— 





James C. Anderson, an influential farmer of 
Craighead County, is a native of Bedford County, 
Tenn. The paternal grandfather, Isaac Ander- 
son, was a native of Virginia, and married Eliz- 
abeth Hunter, from Maryland. They settled in 
Tennessee, and here Richard Anderson, the father 


of James C., was born. He grew to manhood in 


_ that State, and married Martha Campbell, also 


county belong to the Jonesboro District of the | 
_ Anderson served creditably as a captain in the late 


White River Conference, of which Rev. M. M. 
Smith, of Jonesboro, is Presiding Elder. 
The oldest Christian church organization here 


is Christian Valley, seven miles southwest of | 


Jonesboro. 
War. 
a school-house two miles southeast of Jonesboro, 


It was organized soon after the Civil | 
Other Christian churches are Hope, held in | 


There are now four sur- 
Richard 


born and reared there. 
vivors of their family of nine children. 


war, and was esteemed by all as a good soldier and 
a worthy citizen. He was an active member of the 
TOO, 1: 
as a heutenant, and participated in a number of 
engagements, among them New Madrid and Island 


James C. also served in the late war 


| No. 10. He has now a large farm of 400 acres, much 


one at Jonesboro, one on Buffalo Island, and | 


another in Texas Township. Together they ag- 
gregate a membership of about 350. Elder J. H. 
Ferrell preaches at Hope and Christian Valley, 
and Elder W. Y. M. Wilkerson, at Buffalo Island. 

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has but 


of which is excellent land, and under cultivation. 
His farm is well stocked with horses, mules and cat- 


| tle. He was united in marriage with Susan Nance. 


one organization in the county, and that is at | 


Jonesboro. It was organized in 1878, by Rev. J. 
D. C. Cobb, who has since continned to be its 
pastor. The membership numbers sixty. In 1887 
this church society erected a fine frame edifice at a 
cost of $2,000. It was consumed in the great tire 
at Jonesboro April 27, 1S89. Until further ar- 
rangements are made the society will worship in 


the Methodist Episcopal Church editice. A society | 


of seven or eight members of the Northern branch 
of the Presbyterian Church have a frame church 
edifice a few miles southeast of Jonesboro. 

The Roman Catholic Chureh has 
erected a small frame edifice in Jonesboro, the 
only one in the county. 





a native of Tennessee, and after her death was 
again married, this time selecting Martha Jackson, 
who was born and reared in Alabama. She came 
to Arkansas in 1870 with her father, who is a 


| prominent citizen and postmaster at Bono. Hight 
children have been born to this union. Mr. An- 


' derson is a member of the Masonic order and of the 
_ 1.0.0. F., and has occupied official chairs in both 


of these orders. He and his wife are members of 


the Methodist, Chureh. 


| 21, 1859. 
recently | 
in that State and all his life followed agricultural 
| pursuits. 


Edwin G. Barrett. 
prosperous and intelligent young farmers of Craig- 


Prominent among the 


head County, may be mentioned the name of Ed- 
win G. Barrett, a native of the county, born April 
His paternal grandfather was Caswell 
Barrett, a native of South Carolina, who was reared 


He was born in 1793 and died in 1830. 
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His wife, Nancy (Ferguson) Barrett, also a native 
of South Carolina, was of Irish descent, and to 
their union were born two sons and two daughters, 
the only survivor being Arthur J., who is now a 
prominent planter of Craighead County. He was 
born in Greenville District, S. C., August 31, 1821, 
and was reared on the farm, receiving a very good 
education. In 1858, to better his fortune, he con- 
cluded to come to Arkansas, and with his wife and 
three children and household goods, started in a 
wagon for this State. After traveling sixty days, 
he drove up and unhitcbed his wagon at his pres- 
ent farm, where he has lived ever since. There 
are 140 acres in the homestead, about ninety un- 
der cultivation, and he has also eighty-three acres 
of very rich land on the edge of ‘‘ Cache Bottom.”’ 
He has always been a Democrat in politics. but 
has never aspired to office. Before the war, he 
was county surveyor for one term, and during the 
war was in the Confederate service. He was mar- 
ried October 11, 1849, to Eunice Barton. a native 
of Georgia, whose parents were Willoughby and 
Sarah (West) Barton, both natives of South Caro- 
lina. Her mother died in 1844, and her father 
afterward came to Arkansas and died in White 
County in 1862. Of Mr. and Mrs. Barrett’s ten 


children, only five are living, viz., William F.° 


(married to Marzee Watkins), Mary (wife of Pey- 
ton Watkins), Edwin G. (the immediate subject of 
this sketch), and Sarah and Eliza at home. Those 
deceased are: Albert, Gilford. Luther, John and 
Nancy. Nancy was the wife of S. A. Neal, and 
left three little children, Arthur, Marvin and Ida 
Myrtle. Mr. and Mrs. Barrett and their entire 
family are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Ed- 
win G. was reared on his father’s farm, receiving 
a very fair education. 


Church, and those deceased were members. 


He has been principally 
engaged in farming, but was for a while a clerk 
in the mercantile trade. He has a nice farm of 
seventy-five acres, forty of which are splendidly 
improved. January 20, 1885, he married Julia 
Dedds, a daughter of Allen and Julia 
Dodds, residents of this county. 


(Saye) 
This union has 
been blessed by two children: Alva and Margaret. 


Mr. Barrett is a man of strong political convictions, 


- in the winter of 1885-86. 


‘a native of Georgia. 


and is a Democrat. Both he and his wife are de- 
vout Christians, the former a member of the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church, and the latter of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

J. R. Blalack, was born in Monroe County, 
Miss., October 2, 1849. He is the son of Josiah 
and Elizabeth (Hendrix) Blalack, both natives of 
Mississippi. They twice came to Arkansas, but 
returned each time to their native home, where 
they both died—the father in 1865 and the mother 
They were the parents 
of eleven children, six of whom are tow living, 
and four in this county: John, George, Willis and 
James R., all farmers. J. R. Blalack was reared 
in his native State and obtained but a moderate 
education. When yet a young man he came with 
his father’s family to Arkansas and located in 
Craighead County. In the spring of 1$69 he was 
united in marriage with Sophia Miranda Herrin, 
After his marriage he farmed 
for awhile, then went to Prairie County, Ark., re- 
maining two years. Then he moved to Bourbon 
County, Kas., and after eleven months returned to 
Arkansas. Francis River two 
months, operated a cotton-gin on Big Bay for one 
year, then he came to his present farm, where he 
rented forty-five acres and a gin—ginning 300 


He was on St. 


bales of cotton that year. He then purchased 
thirty acres of land, added to it for two years, and 
for two years more rana saw-mill. After another 
year of farming he bought ten acres of land, 
moved to his present location, and in connection 
with James M. Herrin erected a combined cotton- 
gin and corn-mill, which they operate together. 
By economy and earnest endeavor he has been 
One of his farms contains 
100 acres and the other forty, with two acres for a 


generally successful. 
home place. He is a Mason, holding membership 
in Jonesboro Lodge No. 129, and is a Democrat. 
He never sought office, but was always content to 
bear the brunt of the burden in the field or mills. 
He is the father of seven children: Aden C., 
Philip C., Pervison W., Dell D., Modena, Taylor 
and Zenobia. 

Jobn Boren (deceased) was a successful farmer 
and greatly respected citizen of Maumelle Town- 





Om Lan 








mT! a 7 | 





gaan a oma OT 


PABKAWHA “AO . 


off dodl, 
yaar well ‘(abet tuo? 
wl) Te atl add Gon Vilar atedtegtl 
Nese alent Lepage Ub Y ethan 

Senta ht 
MS gedudiO | Bat lh 
1) acest fata 


31° ati fie 
ahh. edd Vea crete 


" PAO 


hyo) wohl: wr aan 
tt yt? Bp at Bh | 
Mii] } onlalil (nish 
pith of avin A5red pT fey] ina) aah 
iar aiei of sant sions heqepisic 4 
ovet sir saciid jm figily tad yous 
to yetare edd ct” 
fertile wevals Yo 
NPE SOND Aisi), re moet tyfis 
sreitinnt 1 


Di ae avian aim: ai 


how il 7P) jai b alt 
is ak tien ee 
tha $f (bola 
sutton ve way spall PY. 
uveatl hy Peed vy {fitcat 


t ah Baie y 


srasHonhe 
baadgat: etd 
st Ft i eae be odes fii 
sad nile (l, wih airy ae aveinuty as bot i 
vent al suivant ee Ted 
. owed Sigel, on toy on sepa 
dao of bu viia 4 motte 


re 1% ratte feiss Peal 


Sagsy OWE Wilken 
i ane) 
ow) ‘oh «trad? J6- bo: Baw abt _akegagh 
eS Hatiae A) fisted asinon 
3} ond EP? 


erate i 


apt tooener «ith Ooi 
peste bie sao eit. ea 

t etn ttedt oft candy dedi. -stegdog to ea Lore k: 
v\ Tot tH ab bebe Daéh teeton yids 

neh es ais Shey ews wot 
araral to “hay 


ey 


i bas \dotinhol Jaguar, Bid ais ve 
Yong hoe 2 oe t, Mie 


meg rey) i 


4 hentia j 
doiday (ies Tat | ae 
12eV EBD Poste A NARI (a 
isiqog eetint etd To! ou Astteeoooue vite Srna 
ti satrabsilte edt haw arma G0 t 
ddtedatec: oaiblod -shhpler ol 
wanomadl Bat hier UST toit? gabe. k tvyorlaa toe ttt 
earls wick teed esto ikasoe ‘eye SH 
fant aght Yen Pee ails “(ach 


aizh fi ai 


t etwas. © yo 


creer a tov Rab 


Ter Bb wESY ows 


soul amon o 


miata ey 
eet 7 
Litt Tb if sik t 


2 tytel 7 
f + 


folya dl  wa@etalh., «Aa ath } 


alt (4k 
eitiidl alo. rae) 16: agultnt 
Wingate 
: pirdoted Diu 
yout) Li ieeanots 9 sey phoma oh gered ‘pith . 

nor” 


Asoc apt Ben oenaon = enact: idcecirgea) onal ~ 
at Bak’ stapaetshe al hil bo. sare sntitornD 


yy weit at oda oh suibenk qaivd seve 
ah pice ydnire,) busdaint? Te qiaalg Jaquet 


ol Katia veboag Lf sinarod bas oublt ‘ 


61g éiide di. aetna Biel {edotisdear bas que 
ay at” 


agian Seti dgie, oes wad od boa olay { 


dud ven iio i Maen 9 cosd aTae 


oat (iit } bari; wed. etl anne 
odd Lotus NE Hist) se youl s0qurIE % 


avin a yey iepebapiaes: Gt prel Ul 20 


© ge as) atieey “erst: deattdie Mf oomaath oo 


grolt ein) 


a“ rid tS ; Ky: ; 


Atvumwht Yo ussbis dial (Maer baw | ! 















































i 


erotiigiab oat fu sane aed sod aioN - 


(EBL. BE stro, De vivid alfivwoor: 
hong: yhin B poten UPS CEMA ai) 2° Freie F 
ace ok souitiol wit dotiid at BG Het al 
nisoltene ated ie ay ancumleh: of, pan, 


er i Hzle pailerets iwtlAé eyes aid) 


pail rove Bovil-eyd oat wxeetyr 
a giaarn tinda: dbaedenood ait at pe 


nashiod aston) |! Tavegatyn ail} co baal 


an ovohadt suiite ot betas. 


miei YE legends vtewbelagd ott ot 


bi $us fostofh He orervi ag) asoda tt 
wo Ching to Rritia Mos, pohad (too) 
sod BR OPEL eh Ebi “waldo 19 

path Beh seanisd of smn ® 
aia: hee ale 20. SUE 


sit sgeiril wu ovat igo . 


Par ein| 
exh Tah hh: >? Ub 
Hat ef fs y 


“E iii Sihy i: 


pibedeurt ad) web, (ae Aja'W 
, asilS hue ders? ban” 4 I 

fucte maler te ‘yroltind Bott teolA ; cone E 
fees Jap% aware Ji simedt enw ace 
sil. bas “cereale audiad. eablids oliti 
eonptily “etwrelt) Pyote ioral “ok bus J 
dee iad rsnotestl, Evins ite modaran, 
QR.) lewarthesite aban: bowie epeuen woods bine J 
eiliviannt, Witt = went oat aiid te borer Bs 
celine iontttey eed anal all woiwenbe 
davloon id, » sot caw- Ind anion a 
io ostel soi a badly ati. ~nobwesd olitas 
oc Hvtlyerheye ‘en sloidlgr 1p. ret een ” 
nag sional in sini Kiss satin 


bas Soap ca 





_)- 
mt 


= 
: 
i 
y 
k 
id 
re 
4 
% 























a = 
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ship. He was born in Washington County, Tenn., | fant. To Mr. and Mrs. Boren were born three 


but was mostly reared in Macon County, N. C., his 
parents having gone there when he was a small 
child. He remained there until 1859, when he 
came to Arkansas, locating on a place near Big 
Bay. With the beginning of the war he entered 
the Confederate service, and remained through the 
entire conflict, making a very creditable military 
record. He was in several engagements and had 
many narrow escapes; he had been promoted to the 
office of first heutenant when he was captured near 
Mount Vernon. He was then taken to Johnson’s 
Island, where he was retained as prisoner for 
eight months. 
a brave and gallant soldier. 


His comrades all remember him as 
He died August 29, 
1869. His widow, whose maiden name was Char- 
lotte Gouldman, was born in Richmond County, 
Va., in 1832, and is a daughter of Robert and 
Nancy (Parker) Gouldman, natives of the ‘‘ Old 
Dominion.’’ Her father, who was a farmer by 
occupation, was born about 1803, and died in No- 
vember of 1835; the mother was born in July, 
1805, and survived her husband until 1842. About 
a year previous to her death she had moved with 
her family first to Tennessee and later to Alabama. 
Of the eight children born to this union, four are 
still ving. Mrs. Boren was the fourth child and 
grew to womapbhood in Alabama, where she was 
first married to Benjamin C. Vick, a native of 
Limestone County, Ala., born in 1827, and died 
July 29, 1860. Mr. and Mrs. Vick came to Ar- 
kansas in 1857, locating on the place where he 
soon afterward died, and where his widow still re- 
sides. He was a charitable and enterprising citizen 
and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
They were the parents of six children, three of 
whom are living. William J. is a promising and 
substantial farmer and school teacher, educated at 
the Bethel Institute, Tenn., who has taught school 
for eight years, and served as justice of the peace 
for ten. He married C. E. Tabor, a native of 
Kentucky, September 29, 1878, and they are the 
parents of three children: Mary, Benjamin and 
Willis. Frances M. and Benjamin C. are the two 
other children of Mrs. Boren by her tirst husband. 
Those deceased were Joseph, Preston and an in- 


children: Mary T., James C., and Martha L. (de- 
ceased). 
displays much executive ability in its management. 

Simon M. Bowman. Prominent among the 
prosperous and enterprising citizens of Lake City 
Township may be mentioned the subject of this 
sketch, who is a leading farmer and stock raiser, 
and also proprietor of a cotton-gin and saw-mill. 
He was born in Henderson County, Tenn., in 
1847, and is a son of Joshua and Sally (Easley) 
Bowman, natives of Tennessee. They were reared 
and married in the ‘* Old Volunteer State,’’ 
the father died in 1856. 
er moved with her family to Arkansas, and located 


where 
One year later the moth- 


on the Maumelle Prairie in this county, where she 
remained until 1862, when she removed to Crow- 
ley’s Ridge, returning but shortly afterward to the 
To Mr. and Mrs. 
eight children, two of whom are now living: Simon 
M. and Mrs. Margaret Butcher. Mrs. Bowman 
was again married to Moses W. Lewis (now de- 


Prairie. Bowman were born 


ceased), by whom she was the mother of one child, 
She married the third time, and 
after a life of charitable usefulness, died about 
1S71. Simon M. Bowman attained his majority 
in this county, and in 1869 moved to the place 
where he has since resided. 


Perry E. Lewis. 


He now has about 
400 acres of land, with 110 under cultivation, over 
sixty of which he has cleared and cultivated him- 
self. 
chard, ete. In 1885 he built a cotton-gin and saw- 
mill in partnership with his half brother, Perry 
KE. Lewis, and that year they ginned 127 bales of 
cotton. 


He has a good residence, tenant house, or- 


Mr. Bowman was first married in LSS, 
to Miss Sarah Harris, a native of the State, who 
died in June, 1873, leaving two children, Melinda, 
and Perry, both now deceased. For his second 
wife, he married his first wife’s sister, Alice Har- 
ris, the fruits of which union have been nine chil- 
dren. There are seven living: Mary, Oscar, John, 
Rosa, Amos, Willie and Ada. Those deceased are 
Sally and Jimmie. Mr. and Mrs. 
members of the Methodist Church. 
Jesse C. Broadaway was born in Lincoln Coun- 
ty, Tenn., October 27, 1529, and is the son of 


Bowman are 





Mrs. Boren has a splendid farm, and. 


he 
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Yancy and Elizabeth (Hodges) Broadaway, the for- 
mer born in North Carolina in 1801, the latter a 
native of Lincoln County, Tennesse. When the 
father was yet a boy, his parents moved to Tennes- 
see, where he was reared and educated in his wife's 
native county. Mr. and Mrs. Broadaway were the 
parents of eleven children, seven sons and four | 
daughters, six of whom are still living, all in this 

county. Mr. Broadaway all his life engaged in 
farming and stock raising, and in Tennessee was 
very successful in that occupation, and was also 
elected to some local offices. He came to Arkansas 
in the fall of 1841, and here engaged in farming 
and reared his family. He was elected justice of 
the peace, and held that office for eighteen years: 
also served one term as county and probate judge. 
He and wife were devoted Christians, and zealous 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church. After 
a long life of usefulness, he died April 14, 1885, 
aged eighty-four vears. His wife still survives 
him, and makes her home with one of her sons. 
The family is of English descent. Jesse C. Broad- 
away, the immediate subject of this sketch, is one 
of the thrifty and successful farmers of the county. 
He owns about 250 acres of good land, and of 
this has about seventy-five acres in a flourishing 
state of cultivation. November 15, 1855, he was 

married to Nancy Jane Harris, a native of Craig- 

head County, Ark., born November 18, 1837, and 

died March 29, 1885. Their union was blessed by 

eleven children, five of whom are yet living: 

William R., Y. E. W., Robert J., Leila L. and 

Lula L. 

George M. Broadaway, a substantial agricult- 
urist and stock dealer of Craighead County, was 
born in Lincoln County, Tenn., January 1, 1832, 
and is a son of Yancey and Elizabeth (Hodges) 
Broadaway, natives of North Carolina and Tennes- 
see, respectively [see sketch of Jesse C. Broad- 
away]. January 3, 1856, he was united in mar- 
riage with Delila Cline. who was born in Alabama 
August 21, 1836, and died December 23, 1861. 
Of this union two children were the issue: John 
C. and Andrew C. January 20, 1868, Miss Cyn- 
thia Barnett became his second wife. She is a 
native of Mississippi, and a daughter of John and | 


see, who came to Arkansas in 1864. 


| and Era E. 


Jane (Willhite) Barnett, natives of Middle Tennes- 
Mr. Broad- 
in the support of the Con- 
and served until the surrender. 


away enlisted, in 1562, 
federate cause, 
He has a large, nicely improved farm, and devotes 
much time and care to stock raising. He is a 
thorough Democrat, and in the support of progress 
and enterprise, one of the foremost men of the 
county. Mrs. Broadaway is a member of the 
Baptist denomination, which church the family 
attend. 

Anderson R, Broadaway, a prominent mer- 
chant of Lake City, is a native of Craighead Coun- 
ty, born August 1, 1850. He is a son of Judge 
Broadaway [see sketch of Jesse C. Broadaway |, 
and like his father, by energy, enterprise and 
strict integrity, has attained the position among 
He 
grew to manhood in this county, and remained at 
home until his father’s death, in 1885. 


his fellow citizens of a leading business man. 


In early 
life he engaged in farming, but in 1883 began 


selling groceries in Jonesboro, and continued in 


that business for three years, at the same time 
In 1887 he 
purchased an established business at Lake City, 
and has since been enjoying a splendid trade in 
general merchandise. 


dealing in railroad ties, timber, ete. 


He keeps a good stock, and 


has established an enviable reputation for fair and 
strictly honest dealing. June 4, 1874, he 
united in marriage with Julia Minton, a native of 
Alabama, and daughter of F. M. Minton. Their 


union has been blessed by two children: Ira Galon 


was 


Mr. Broadaway is a member of the 
Knights and Ladies of Honor, and both he and 
wife belong to the Missionary Baptist Church. 

J. C. Brookfield, a careful student, 
speaker, and an able and successful lawyer, is a pio- 
neer citizen of Northeast Arkansas, born in Law- 
rence County, Ark., July 14, 1829. The Brook- 
field family are of Scotch and English origin, and 


a tluent 


Isaac Brook- 
field, Sr., the paternal grandfather of J. C., came 
with his wife, Hannah, from England, and set- 
tled in Newark, N. J., and there they resided 
until their respeetive deaths. 


were early emigrants to America. 


James Campbell, 
the maternal grandfather of our subject, was of 
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CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 








Seotch-Irish descent; and his wife, whose maiden 


name was Wilson, was descended from the Rhine 
Dutch, and was a sister of Col. Wilson, once speaker 
of the House of Representatives, who killed Col. 
Anthony in the State-house at Little Rock. Mr. 
and Mrs. Campbell emigrated to Lawrence County, 
Ark., in the fail of 1512, and were among the very 
first settlers. About 1521 he was elected sheriff 
of the county, which then comprised several of the 
present counties, and served for some time in that 
capacity. Isaac Brooktield, Jr., the father of J. 
C., through the influence of Bishop Asbury, came 
from New Jersey to St. Louis in 1819, as a mis- 
sionary to the Indians. He was a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, was thoroughly edu- 
cated, and possessed that power and magnetism of 
speech and character so necessary to a successful 
preacher. In 1823 he married Nancy Campbell, 
and after locating settled in Lawrence County, 
where he continued his Master’s work, and lived 
an earnest, zealous and consistent Christian life. 
In 1825 he began mercantile business, his dry- 
goods, which were shipped from New York, being 
six months in reaching their destination; his gro- 
ceries were principally from New Orleans. He 
continued this business until his death, in 1S44. 
His wife died in 1875. 
family of six children. 


To them were born a 
J. C. Brooktield was reared 
on the farm, receiving his education mainly at 
Batesville, Ark. After his father’s death, he 
closed up the business, and engaged in rafting on 
the St. Francis River, thus earning sufficient 
means to educate himself. 
years of age he began the study of law, and was 
admitted to the bar in Poinsett County, Ark., 
October 23, 1853. 
in Harrisburg, and his practice, now extending 
over all adjoining counties, still embraces that 
court. In 1883 he moved to Jonesboro, where he 
has since made his home. 


When twenty-one 


He immediately began practice 


At the opening of the 
late war he was captain of a company of militia, 
and once served as deputy clerk of Poinsett County, 
but has never aspired to office, rather choosing to 
serve his party than ask of it official favor. He 
has been for many years a leading lawyer of North- 
east Arkansas, and enjoys, in its fullest extent, the 





He 
was first married, in 1855, to Susan C. Arledge, 


love, respect and confidence of his people. 


and to them were born five children, two now liv- 
ing: Mrs. Mary L. Roleson and Mrs. Ida A. Ware. 
Mrs. Brooktield died in 1871, and three years later 
Mr. Brooktield was married to Mrs. Julia F’. Pope, 
who was the mother of one child, Albert M. Pope. 
Mr. and Mrs. Brookfield are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and he is 
prominent both as a Mason and an Oddfellow. 
Abraham Brown, farmer and stock raiser of 
Maumelle Township, is a son of David Brown, a 
native of North Carolina, and was born in Hay- 
wood County, N. C., October 6, 1832. The father 
was reared in his native State and married Rhoda 
Chastine, a native of South Carolina. After his 
marriage he moved to Georgia, where he engaged 
in both farming and blacksmithing for a number of 
years. In 1858 he came to Arkansas, locating on 
Crowley’s Ridge, in Poinsett County, where he re- 
sided until his death, in August, 1558. He had 
lost his wife in 1850 and had married a second 
time. Abraham Brown grew to manhood in Geor- 
gia, and until his father’s death remained with 
him. After his death he went to Jonesboro and 
ran a horse-mill (that was some time before the 
existence of the town), and also engaged in farming 
September 17, 1861, he entered 
the Confederate army under Col. Marsh Walker 


for two years. 


and served until the close of the war, when he sur- 
rendered at Wittsburgh, in May, 1565. 
second sergeant and was in several engagements, 
among them New Madrid, Mo., and Island No. 10, 
at the latter of which places he was taken prisoner, 
and held five and one-half months at Camp Butler, 


He was 


Til. He was exchanged at Vicksburg, and was af- 
terward in the siege at Port Hudson. After the 
surrender he returned to this county and soon set- 
In 1863 
he had purchased forty acres of timbered land, 


tled on the place where he now resides. 


which he then began to clear andimprove. He has 
He 
has cleared ninety acres of rich and valuable laud; 
Mareh 16, 1865, he 
was married in this township to Sarah Thorn, a na- 


Her 


600 aeres in one tract and forty in another. 
the remainder is timbered. 


tive of Kentucky, but reared in Arkansas. 








_ a?) a =Car 7’ vr 
7 i 9 
D) ‘ 
7 Le ne nee ae aie es 





: ra oe 
AH aleqoug it o> adil Mine Pita Iseryeir oro 
MboltA SD nna a deel” ap leybevgsn tH aye 


’ ‘; = 4 
i i, cvd afer 


wa Paka 


Crk ate ew Tiel dean 
e1e Hip nualedS oDrtQhh eth sig 

wll bates LPR P a Baill Hlatlehh tle 
ef OD glart” a2 ot Bapaet say Iibetdboudt If 
| 1 ects 


nyo ié rt if Pb let: q ‘fil eitey aul} PRE wily 


od train: ony Binh 2eclf “han off 


{ ‘ ii fava Hato fi" ty Ua 1 eatheray. oy hag mile 
| roto bO wir lun ele n er ded jou ett 
qi) mele! enits Fai ‘ttl Tee ali etl HipdiadA 5 
oad nveogil { ! Ye noe oT tuidenwoal wllseijuel 
abt umd zen boo anton dise%.to evita 
VintedY: SRRD Mpa Sp % deta!) fosw 
| tort] Wulteeat bits aahte fe Mpg e's) af ewer ee 
| ett eA ~ AntloaD line ty SrA GE: f ation ct!) 


le Gewie gf axory Hepat Pr t havo ac 


poiha Ve tae 


| 

Tm ui vol seuidtredeatd fas Miia? lod A 
. | Rei aerh Mascon ink ofetine sa AGRI of IBY 

| ayy etl eeteysh or eet: a) tidenioet at apis 2% i} te 

j lini oli CEM) tat Tie He bined) erst ina belts 

Peas a4 bates ~haith oa thet nt airy aitf teil 

Yr heedititi Ol prem yore giiliert? iy 

: | (firey Pein ult Ni Av THY Alt Tidaw Bygr) pis 
; | |. hte (tlesuol at doen oa HAY yh Ry wot) & aperial 
i ( 4a) wold ont ourme epye sad) Hintse rae e KT 

| Srey ti, haere ona f; in. vu ale, leva iGjergee! 





j fvmgadit cod, el aL pedis Huse a at] 
| wittAN. Heanlhh [0% efi (itt ¢ Stee Fi sel 
1) eee od frock “7.0 10 szofs editing bovis has 
eon GFE tel WH woe 4 hereby 
i i Prams. Igtevor if sey Saige. thea oe erode 
WY OF hori hice oll binlalhwnrt signed Ades 

Ane Pg Meat Hn Al ty Patdwlo yoplel ade 

OWS gain tg adigowm Uidesao bie ovi fled hus 
| ‘sete Lon welded Ge Betantezese oH 10 
(tk .abebrk inet i; opal edd ap hysivaa) 


: rae Oe hoes pias 2108 ot h wT ia 4 Hl tobe ttie 
eM .eehieot wor od emai aout] att cts bol} 

biiadarit. Io aera eared) bosketoresiy bed ot 
ent OH pce fiir fra Tash iat ARB, add: tect Hai iivy 








oli pdiGag tort pana 1a7d Hye ite vegiecets UH 
i} ‘ | jhe ala? tikts oar 0 oct) ae f aupads aasith 

| ot SAT ibe aarei  huydeligth er seb Lathes gil) 
j ith Sy wera wi ff (Uranrent sin ni barn em 


Lae ha til . a or 





AVAIOD CASROLERD 


odie Spry iapypd glade: oom at 


__ Jedd souprdate Wide 5t¢ai09 wt 
ad Stoihe erodleotnol 2 hevear on 


eh} f i 


| ani ance nie ems ci iis ih J 



















































































ie \ ibaa waite wher snk bite ‘ui 
eee Prd mit! hobiwseab enw soa 
todas Hone oki] (0 To testes A enw 
fay hs an mp aia iae iA Yo “1 
ye {sol oleiniE Wid ee ofl} 
ito cia eiobest oO) ip taioas Had rial 
Toa aie Ai Nat 
Hitwsile Hoigela epyw ci ter] igodA. 
ant te Dave roi Say) i beyeLney aad hoidy , 
1» dd ual nad oct 1) heteise ban ida 0 
L 3o weit edt i Mhoddoowl canal 

ane eared ae ruled Lo sonontat oid 
ria, Bea TST eh atetedt 12) ot. oma 
cert TU) Rea ATS: We Ay ofl 
he 7 Ti cod etry 


497 aid vy 


veri tit fh 


wanted ze suf 
toroid) Inqqooaiegtt 
ote edaaat Sate sword ted? hovrsanog 
IWlayintre wid vaieeiien oe teogseds 
) senate fuivian od CSA1 of aa 
reseatyo%) soap send mt belitss goidasa 1 xe 
Govil bon ahr saddest ai bestiiteos an 

Ai maoebnl nepmre tint: Ds oa cleRt 


Alga fey cer ds! 





Orgs gh -aditainiab ae ne at 
TY ALO, aH stir + inyiouing 
Lar uliegh eu Dien eesniind etd 

aray reerttt OF STAb at he 
hasten eeu Bites 201 try i ct 
woul 2id otvionwr 
afisah anit aial fest 
10, SLA oe fomsgoo Lie 72 
duraieitipe © vorthe! ei ott 
iwi sold Alesana 
firs: Ra Ye ude nda es ad. 
5 os send VyemieT oni cane opt 
Saat 


sakonag nid ft, 


ff apne! 


wa 


ib Chet 


ay oe 


Ati. Waite 





oh 
+ wiihnetze WO 


add Yo paiuago wit iA etd 
Bidilioe To "P51 gino, to ainieyge eta 
Linger tno orlsais rsuiival hones 
} aafenone oe aj 








isa ete es Es Sn ee ee 
ie latect ates bts S 


ee 


a Uae ee 














HISTORY 


OF ARKANSAS. 





father, Jesse Thorn, was one of the pioneer set- 
tlers of Maumelle Township. Mr. Brown has a 
family of seven children: Nancy C. (wife of Guy 
Winningham), Adella, Newton, Alsa, Abraham, 
Joseph A. and Silas. Both Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
are consistent Christians and members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 

EK. F. Brown, a leading and prominent attor- 
ney, of Jonesboro, Ark., was born in McNairy 
County, Tenn., November 22, 1544, and is a son 
of William EF. Brown and Nettie (Swain) Brown, 
the former a native of Virginia, and the latter of 
Tennessee, who in 1858 came to Randolph County, 
Ark., locating near Pocahontas. Here Mr. Brown 
engaged in farming and mercantile business until 
his death in 1869. His wife died two years later. 
To their union were born thirteen children, only 
four of whom are now living. E. F. Brown was 
the fourth child, and when fourteen years of age 
came with his parents to Arkansas. He received 
a common-school education, and in 1862, in the 
early part of the late war, enlisted in Col. Kitchens’ 
regiment, Reeves’ company, and served until the 
close of the conflict, surrendering under Gen. Jeff 
Thompson, at Wittsburg, Ark. He was in battle 
at Whitewater bridge, Redlief farm, Little Mis- 
souri and Saline Rivers, and Little Rock. Peace 
having been restored, he returned home, and com- 
pleted his education. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1871, and in 1872 took a course of lectures in 
the law department at Lebanon, Tenn., and in 
July, 1873, located at Oak Bluff, Clay County, 
where he began the practice of his chosen profes- 
sion. . The following year he was elected a dele- 
gate to the constitutional convention, and in 1875- 
76 represented the First district in the Senate. 
In 1878 he was elected prosecuting attorney of the 
Second judicial district, and was re-elected to the 
same office. In 1883 he came to Jonesboro, where 
he has since been engaged in the practice of his 
profession. He was married, in 1879, to Ada Par- 
rish, daughter of N. C. Parrish, of Humphreys 
County, Tenn., and their union has been blessed 
by one child, Doswell. Mr. Brown has a beauti- 
ful residence in Jonesboro, and has one of the fin- 


est libraries in Northeast Arkansas. He is amem- 


_ ber of both the A. F. & A. M. andthe I. O. O. F., 
and he and his wife are members of the Methodist 

_ Episcopal Church. He is a leader of the Demo- 

| eratic party, as a lawyer is an able and fluent 
speaker, and as a business man his career has been 
one of unusual success. 

J. G. Bryant, a leading merchant at Ridge, 
Craighead County, was born in Madison County, 
Ga. September 20, 1843, and is the son of Jason and 
Elizabeth (Berryman) Bryant, both natives of the 
same State. They came to Craighead County 
December 25, 1857, locating in Big Bay Bottom, 
where they remained until their deaths. The 
father died September 6, 1858, the mother De- 
cember 22, 1868. They were the parents of 
three children, the two surviving being residents 
of this county: Join G., the subject of this 
sketch, and Elizabeth, wife of J. T. Dudley. The 
father was a quiet, industrious man, and the 
mother a devoted Christian and member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church. John G. was reared 
on a farm in Big Bay Bottom, and has been a 
farmer all his life. In 1885 he bought of Burst 
& Stills a stock of goods, at Big Bay Siding, and 
carried on a mercantile business at that point until 
January 5, 1889, when he removed his stock of 
goods to Ridge. By industry and integrity he has 
established a good and successful business in gen- 
eral merchandise. He has two farms in Greentield 
Township, one of eighty acres, thirty-three under 
cultivation, and the other of 160 acres, with sev- 
enty-six under cultivation. | He was married No- 
vember 29, 1868, to Mary H. McGown. daugh- 
ter of Sam and Sarah (Tannehill) McGown, early 
settlers of this county. My. and Mrs. Bryant are 
the parents of eight children, three deceased: John 
D. and two infants. Those surviving are Sarah 
E., wife of J. R. Fuller; Nancy O., Charlie W. 
and Thomas A. 
womanly virtues, and is a consistent member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church. During the Civil War 
Mr. Bryant was a member of Company I, in 
MeNiel’s battalion, serving under Price. 


Mrs. Bryant possesses many true 


He was 
in active service trom June, 1862, until the sur- 
render, participating in several engagements 10 both 
Louisiana and 


Arkansas. He has never sought 
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CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 





office, but is a strong Democrat and an influential 
citizen. 

Hon. W. H. Cate. The origin of this family 
in the United States dates from 1752, when three 
brothers of that name emigrated from Wales and 
located in America. One of the brothers took up 
his residence in New England, and but little is 
known of him or his descendants; while the other 
two settled in the South, and from this branch of 
the family the subject of this sketch is descended. 
That they took an active part in the struggle for 
independence is well known, and after the war 
they became tillers of the soil in the South, prob- 
ably in North Carolina, as the paternal grand- 
father was a native of that State. He was a pio- 
neer settler of Jefferson County, Tenn., and it was 
here that his son Noah, the father of W. H., was 
born. Few men were better or more favorably 
known in Tennessee than the Rev. Noah Cate. 
He married Mrs. Margaret M. Lee, a widow whose 
maiden name was Henderson, a native of the 
famous Shenandoah Valley, Va.; he was for forty 
years a minister of the Baptist Church, and a 
faithful worker in his Master’s vinevard. In 1865 
he came to Jonesboro, Ark., and it was largely 
through his efforts that the present Baptist Church 
at that place was built. His was an active, zeal- 
ous, consistent Christian life, and one well worthy 
of emulation. He died at Jonesboro, October 23, 
1871, and his wife at Peirce City, Mo.. in March, 
1876. Only two of the children born to these 
parents survive them: W. H., the subject of this 
memoir, and a daughter, Mrs. J. N. Patrick. a 
resident of Hast Tennessee. The maternal grand- 
father of W. H. Cate was a native of Scotland, 
and was killed atthe battle of Bladensburg. Two 
uncles served as soldiers under Jackson, and other 
members of the family in the same and later wars, 
some of them winning distinction by their zeal and 
bravery. W. H. Cate was born in Rutherford 

County, Tenn., being reared in Sullivan and Haw- 
kins Counties. when he attended the common 
school in his early youth, later entering an acad- 
emy at Abingdon, Va., for some time, and also one 
at Rogersville, Tenn., and at the early age of 
eighteen years graduated from the State Univer- 


sity at Knoxville, Tenn. His father, like most 
ministers, had but limited means. and could assist 
but little in defraying his son’s expenses while at 
school. After graduating he began teaching school, 
and at the same time took up the study of law. 
While thus engaged, the war broke out, and drop- 
ping his studies, he espoused the Southern cause. 
The year the war closed he located at Jonesboro, 
and resumed the study of law, so abruptly yet 
cheerfully dropped five years previous. In IS66 
he was admitted to the bar, and was soon enjoying 
a good practice. He has now practically retired 
from practice, but was for years one of the leading 
attorneys of Northeast Arkansas. In March, 1854, 
he was appointed judge of the Second judicial dis- 
trict,and the following September was elected to the 
same position. In 1SS87 he organized the Bank of 
Jonesboro, and was its first president. He was 
for some years attorney for the St. Louis, Arkan- 
sas & Texas, and the Iron Mountain & South- 
ern Railroads. He is a large land owner, and has 
been at times extensively engaged in farming. In 
the fall of 18S8, after a hard and exciting contest, 
he was chosen to represent the people of the First 
district in Congress. In 1868 Miss Virginia E. 
Warner, a native of Dresden, Tenn., became his 
wife. They have one child, William W., a prom- 
ising young man, and a student at Bryant and 
Stratton’s College, St. Louis. It canbe truly said 
of W. H. Cate that he is in the fullest acceptation 
of the term, a self-made man. As the son of a 
poor minister, he worked his way through college, 
graduating with honors at the age of eighteen 
years; while yet a boy, he was found bravely risk- 
ing his life for a cause he believed to be right, and 
before the period of his service had closed, hold- 
ing a captain’s commission; a few years later a 
leading attorney of Northeast Arkansas, he was 
elected to the legislature in 1S71 and re-elected in 
1873; in 1878 elected prosecuting-attorney of the 
second district, judge of the Second judicial dis. 
trict, president of a bank, and attorney for two 
large railroad companies. Besides the above, he 
has held many other positions of honor and trust, 
and has always acted in such a way as to maintain 


In poli- 


the respect and confidence of the public. 
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tics he has always been a Democrat, but has broad, 
liberal, conservative views, which have gained for 
him the respect and friendship of men of all par- 
ties. He is a man of a pleasant, genial type of 
character, and has the happy faculty of inspiring 
those around him with his own bright and sunny 
life. He and wife are members of the church, 
leading and popular members of society, and pos- 
sess social qualities of a high order. 

J. G. Christian, retired farmer, of Jonesboro 
Township, was born in Hickman County, Tenn., 
about seventy-five years ago. His parents, Jesse 
G. and Nancy (Higginbotham) Christian, were both 
natives of Georgia. They were among the pioneer 
settlers of Middle Tennessee, and when the subject 
of this sketch was six years of age moved to Mon- 
roe County, Miss., where a few years later the 
father died. A short time after the husband’s 
death the mother moved with the family to Tish- 
omingo County, Miss., and in 1837 from there to 
Greene (now Craighead) County, Ark. Here the 
mother died about 1841. J. G. Christian was 
brought up on a farm, and from early boyhood was 
accustomed to hard work. His educational ad- 
vantages were very limited, as after the father’s 
death much of the responsibility of caring for the 
family devolved upon him. This responsibility, 
like all others encountered during his long and 
In 1544 
at the old homestead he was united in marriage 
with Susan Mackey, who when a child came with 
her brother, Elias, from McNairy County, Tenn., 
to Arkansas. 


eventful lifetime, was met and overcome. 


To this union were born the follow- 
ing children: Nancy, wife of Lewis Simonds, a 
farmer of Jonesboro Township: William W., resid- 
ing near his father; Tersey. who married A. J. 
Wilson and died about seven years ago; Jesse, who 
grew to manhood, married Etta Graham, and died 
in September, 1887, aged twenty-four years: Polly, 
Rebecca, John and Tom, at home, and two others 
who died in childhood. Mrs. Simonds is a mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church. At her death Mrs. 
Wilson left four children, whom the grandfather is 
Mrs. Christian died March 8, 1857, 
aged sixty-five years. 


now rearing. 


been engaged in agricultural pursuits, and at pres- 


two vears later resumed hi practice. 


Mr. Christian has always | 


ent owns a well-improved plantation of 155 acres. 


He is a Democrat in politics, unassuming but 
courteous in his manner, and one of the most use- 
ful and progressive citizens of Craighead County. 

James R. Claunch, M. D., was born in Bedford 
County, Tenn., in 1533, and is now one of the 
eminently successful farmers of Lester Township, 
possessing a thorough and practical knowledge of 
medicine. His parents, James H. and Charlotte 
(Bearden) Claunch, were natives, respectively, of 
Kentucky and Sonth Carolina. They were both 
greatly respected as citizens, and were members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The 
father came with his father to Tennessee, and there 
grew to manhood and followed the occupation of 
farming. He was born in 1810, and is still living, 
aged seventy-nine years. The mother was born in 
1815, and died in Tennessee April 7, 1882. To 
them had been born nine children, six of whom are 
Dr. Claunch was the oldest child, and 
was reared and educated in Tennessee, coming to 
Arkansas in 1856. He settled in Poinsett County, 
where he engaged in farming and studied medicine 
with Dr. Todd W. Beecher, of Harrisburg, who is 
a graduate from the Ohio Medical College, at Cin- 
cinnati. 


still living. 


He began practice in that county. Jan- 
uary 6, 1860, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Martha J. Crook, a native of South Carolina, and 
daughter of Martin Crook. She came with her 
father to Mississippi in 1854, and to this State in 
1859. Her mother died in 1846, and her father in 
1858. To Dr. and Mrs. Claunch have been born the 
following family of children: Thomas M., Lottie 
L., Annie B., Charles, William, Mahalia C., John 


| B. and Albert M., living, and Laura and Harriet 


A. G., deceased. They also have with them one 
granddaughter, Estella Davis. In the War of the 
Rebellion Dr. Claunch saw much active service. 
He was in Col. Adams’ regiment, and was assistant 
surgeon with Price on his raid through Missouri. 
At the close of the war he returned to his farm, and 
He came to 
his present location in Craighead County in 1872, 
and has since engaged in farming and the practice 
of medicine, 


He has a splendid farm of 300 acres, 
100 under cultivation, and has a good residence, 
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orchard and outbuildings. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church, and editor of the Jonesboro 


Masonic order, is very successful in his practice, Times, was born in Dyer County, Tenn., July 25, 
being one of the leading physicians of the county, 1538. His parents, Christian S. and Judith 
(Clapp) Cobb, were natives of Guilford County, N. 

George W. Clements, a well-to-do farmer, C., and in 1836 moved to Tennessee, where the 
stock raiser and cotton-ginner of Cane Island, was father died. He was a farmer of sterling character 


born in Tennessee in 1834. His father, William and worth and was greatly respected by all who 
The mother afterward went to Texas 


and greatly respected as a citizen. 


Clements, was a native of Alabama, and married knew him. 
Miss Melinda Mooney, a native of Georgia. In and there died. They reared a family of five chil- 
1840 they came to Mississippi County, Ark..anda dren, three now living: Jackson D. C., Lucinda 
year later settled on a tract of land on Big Lake, 8S. (wife of Elder E. P. Minton), and Elizabeth S. 
renting for about four years, and then moved to (wife of Luke Summers). Rev. J. D. C. Cobb 
Little River neighborhood. Soon after they located was reared and educated in Dyer County, Tenn., 
in what is now Craighead County, in the Varner remaining on the farm until twenty vears of 
Mrs. Clements died in 1845 and was age, and then taught and attended school. When 
They twenty-three years of age he entered the ministry 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and was 
County, and were in all ways most worthy andex- licensed to preach, but was not ordained until 
emplary citizens. George Clements was reared 1867. During the late war he was chaplain of the 
among the rude surroundings of those days, receiv- Fifteenth Tennessee Cavalry. The war over he re- 
He was a gallant turned to his duties, andin 1871 moved to Dunklin 
County, Mo., and located at Clarkton, where he 
gagements. He located where he now resides in was pastor until 1874, and then went to Gaines- 
1868, and has since been occupied in farming and ville, Ark., where he remained until 1875, when 
His present gin is oneof the best he came to Jonesboro, where he has since resided. 
In 1874 he established the Gainesville Times. and 
bales of cotton, and the year following 146 bales. two years later moved the paper to Jonesboro, 
He owns 100 acres of vood land, a portion of where it has since been a leading and widely cireu- 
which is under a high state of cultivation. Mr. lating journal. In the fire of LSS9 the office was 
Clements has been married four times. His first burned, but was soon in operation again. The 
wife was Sarah McDaniel, who died in 1565, and Cumberland Presbyterian Church, too, was burned, 
was the mother of one child, James F. Elizabeth and now efforts are being made to build a large 
O’Conley became his second wife and one son, brick edifice. Mr. Cobb organized the Cumberland 
George, was born to this union. He married for Presbyterian Church at Jonesboro in 1876, and has 
his third wife Mrs. Susan (Folks) Roberts. His been its pastor since its organization. Miss Ann E. 
Kirk, a native of the ‘‘Old Dominion,”’ became 


settlement. 
followed four years later by her husband. 


were among the pioneer settlers of Craighead 


ing but a meager education. 
Confederate soldier and participated in several en- 


cotton-ginning. 
in the county. In 1887 he ginned ninety-eight 


present wife was Mrs. Luanna Smith, who is a 
daughter of Thomas Slocum; she was born in Madi- his wife in 1861, and they are the parents of two 
son County, Tenn., but left there when a child ten children: William D. and Mary J. Mr. Cobb is 


years of age. Mrs. Clements was the mother of a a prominent citizen and one of the leading spirits 





| 
JI! ally contribute to all worthy enterprises. 





son by her former husband, but it died in child- of Jonesboro. 

hood. Mr. and Mrs. Clements are members of the George W. Cook, a prominent and well-to-do 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and are useful andin- “farmer of Big Creek Township, is the son of James 
They interest them- and Elizabeth Cook, natives of Tennessee. The 


fluential embers of society. 
father was for many years a farmer of that State. 


selves in moral and educational matters and liber- 
which occupation he followed until his death. in 


Rey. J. D. C. Cobb, pastor of the Cumberland 1857. The mother was a member of the Method- 
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ist Church, and both she and her husband were 
worthy of the respect shown them. Eight children 


George W. is accounted by all one 
of the prominent farmers of Craighead County, 


now living. 


having a large, well-cultivated farm, splendidly | 
stocked with horses, cattle and fine hogs. His | 





marriage to Miss Sarah J. Kitchens was consum- | 
mated in 1865, and to their union have been born | 
twelve children, seven of whom are living. One | 
daughter is married to James Coward, and the — 
youngest is two years old. Mr. Cook is a man of | 
sterling worth in the community. 
both the Masonic order and the Eastern Star, is a 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church, and 
gives freely of his means for the promotion of | 


He belongs to — 


progressive movements. | 
James F. Cross is a substantial and public- 
spirited citizen of Craighead County, and has a | 
large, well improved farm of 120 acres, about | 
three miles from Jonesboro. He was born in 
Shelby County, Tenn., July 29, 1840, and is the | 
son of B. F. Cross, a native of Giles County, 
Tenn., and a substantial farmer of that State. In | 
1844 the father came to Craighead County (then 
Poinsett), and located near Greensboro, where he 
bought eighty acres of land, and engaged in farm- | 
ing for several years. 
he came to Jonesboro Township, where he rented | 
land until his death, in 1877. He was a member | 
of the Sons of Temperance at an early day, and | 
was honored by local offices in Powell Township. | 
His wife, Mary (Hannah) Cross, was a native of 
North Carolina, and six children blessed their | 
union, five sons and one daughter. Of these, | 
James F., J. H. and Benjamin R. are the only | 
survivors. The mother died in this township in | 
December, 1887, aged about sixty-seven years. © 
All his life James F. Cross has been a resident of | 
the same settlement in Craighead County, except- | 
In 1861 he | 
entered the Confederate service, enlisting in Com- | 
pany I, Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry, and served 


Ten or twelve years later | 





ing the four years of the late war. 


four years and seventeen days. After the war he | 
bought eighty acres of his farm, and has since | 


added forty. April 23, 1869, he married Mary J. 


| was sent home on recruiting service. 





Higginbotham, a native of Poinsett County, Ark., 
and daughter of Franklin and Nancy (Edwards) 
Higginbotham, residents of this township. Five 
Wilham 
Thomas (deceased), John Franklin, Mary Melvina, 
Stephen Lafayette and Jodella. Mr. Cross has 
all his life been an energetic and industrious 
man, and though he received no education in his 
childhood, has been a successful farmer, and ac- 


children have been born to this union: 


He has been a 
member of the Masonic order, and is a Democrat. 

Hon. Thomas D. Culberhouse, farmer, mer- 
chant and lumber manufacturer, was born in Bed- 
ford County, Tenn., March 10, 1836, and is a son 


cumulated a valuable property. 


' of Moses Culberhouse, a native of North Carolina, 


and a grandson of Thomas Culberhouse, who was 
born in Berkshire, England. Moses Culberhouse 


| was an extensive farmer and stock dealer in his na- 


tive State, and there married Parthenia Roberts, a 
native of North Carolina, and in 1834, emigrated 
to Tennessee. Eighteen years later they came to 
Greene (now Craighead) County, and here Moses 
Culberhouse died in 1871 or 1872. 
living, and resides with her son, George, of Jones- 
boro. They 
were the parents of nine children, four now living: 
Thomas D., Nancy J. (wife of William Puryear), 
Angeline (wife of James Haynes), and George W. 


His wife is still 


She is now seventy-four vears of age. 


Thomas D. was reared in Tennessee, and received 
but acommon-school education. In 1852 he came 
with his parents to this county, and until 1859 fol- 
lowed farming: he then engaged in the grocery 
business, which he continued until the spring of 
1862. In February of that year he enlisted in 
Company I, Twenty-third Arkansas Infantry, served 
two months as a private, and was then sent home 
on furlough. Hecame home and raised a company 
with Capt. Adair, and was made first lieutenant 
of Col. Hart’s regiment, McCray’s brigade. He 
served with them until about November, 1563, 
after the battles of Helena, Little Rock and Prairie 
Grove, when, retreating toward Arkadelphia, he 
He raised 
another company, which beeame Company I, Twen- 


ty-third Arkansas Cavalry. Mr. Culberhouse was 


| made a scout, and served as such until the surren- 
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der at Wittsburg. After the war he returned home 
and made crops in 1865 and 1866, and then en 
gaged in mercantile pursuits, and has since been 
engaged in merchandising, farming, saw-milling 
and stock-raising. About 1886 he located the town 
of Culberhouse, on the Kansas City, Springfield 


& Memphis Railroad, and now has a general store | 


there, also has a saw-mill, cotton-mill and shingle- 
machine. The postoffice was established in 1SS7, 
and named in honor of our subject. Mr. Culber- 
house is a large landholder, owning about 6,000 
acres of combined farm and timber-land, and has 
almost 1,000 under cultivation. 
great deal of attention to raising fine breeds of 
stock—Norman horses, Poland China and Berk- 
shire hogs and Durham cattle. 
cattle from Kentucky, and in 1879 bought an im- 
ported Norman horse, pure breed, which has about 
800 descendants in Craighead and adjoining coun- 
ties. He has taken the premium at each fair where 
exhibited, and some of his horses are quite speedy, 
having taken premiums at the last Paragould fair. 


He also gives a 


who knew him. 


He imported his | 


July 6, 1854, he was united in marriage with — 


Sarah Elizabeth Coleman, a native of Tennessee, 
anda daughter of Chastine A. Coleman. There are 
six survivors of the ten children born to this union: 
Sarah Jane (wifeof Sam. A. Warner, Jr., president 
of the Bank of Jonesboro), W. D. 
merchant), Virginia A. (wife of Thomas Elder, of 
Jonesboro), R. S. (merchant of Jonesboro, who 
married Mrs. Willie Wooten, of Mississippi), Katie 
(wife of Mr. Pace, a merchant of Jonesboro), and 
Thomas (at home). Mrs. Culberhouse was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church, and died in that 
faith in 1882. Mr. Culberhouse was again mar- 
ried June 10, 1884, this time selecting Miss Pattie 
Wooten, of Mississippi. Mrs. Culberhouse is a 
member of the Baptist Church, and possesses social 
qualities of a high order. Mr. Culberhouse is a 
prominent Mason, belonging to the Blue Lodge, 
Chapter and Commandery, and is also connected 
with the Knights of Honor. 
polities, and in the session of 1885-86 represented 
Craighead County in the State legislature. 

John H. Darr, a prominent farmer of Jones- 


(farmer and 


He is a Democrat in 


boro Township, is a native of the county in which 


he resides, his birth occurring January 1, 1549. 
His 


Darr, were natives of Tennessee, although their mar- 


parents, Hiram and Elizabeth (McGown) 
riage occurred in Arkansas, and a portion of their 
youth was spent there. Mr. Darr was a prominent 
Democrat, and a zealous member of the Masonie 
fraternity. 
trust, and had the respect and confidence of all 
To him and wife were born the 
following family of children: A. J., a resident of 


He held local positions of honor and 


Jonesboro Township; Sarah, wife of T. H. Porter; 
Elizabeth E., wife of G. W. Wilkerson (both resi- 
dents of Craighead County): Stephen S., and the 
subject of this sketch. ‘Hiram Darr died February 
11, 1860, and his wife October 11, 1872. 
H. Darr was reared upon a farm and has always 


John 


been engaged in farming and stock raising, being 
measurably successful at both. He received but a 
meager education, as his services were required at 
home on the plantation. He owns 100 acres of 
land, sixty of which are under a good state of cul- 
tivation. 
marriage to Mary, daughter of Abraham and Mar- 
tha J. (Cary) McDaniel, early and favorably known 
citizens of Craighead County. 
been born eight children: Martha E., Mary A., 


November 22, 1871, he was united in 


To this union have 


Sallie J., John W., Abraham and James G., liv- 


ing; Hiram S. and William D., deceased. In 
national politics Mr. Darr votes with the Republi- 
can party, but in State and local elections he sup- 
ports men and measures and not party. Heisa 


| reader of current literature, is well informed, but 


has never aspired to any political preferment. 


He 


_is Past Master and a member of Jonesboro Lodge 
No. 129, A. F. & A. M., and liberally contributes 


to all worthy enterprises. 

William A. Davis, a prominent merchant of 
Bay Siding, is a native of Georgia, born Septem- 
ber 7, 1843, and is a son of John and Margaret 
(Lewis) Davis, natives of South Carolina. The 
parents passed their youth in their native State, 
and soon after their marriage moved to Georgia, 
and there reared their family. The father envaged 
very successfully in farming until his death, in 
1857. His wife died about eighteen months later. 
W. A. Davis, the immediate subject of this sketch, 
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attained his majority in Georgia, and became famil- 
iar in his boyhood home with intelligent farming. 
In 1873 he came to Craighead County, Ark., and 
located on Crowley’s Ridge, where he engaged in 
farming until 1888. He then moved to Bay Sid- 
ing, purchased a lot, erected a building and en- 
gaged in merchandising. He keeps a good stock 
of general merchandise, and by polite attention, 


energy and fair dealing 


o, has established a good 
custom, doing an annual business of about 312,- 
000. In the fall of 1SSS he was married in this 
county to Miss Jane Tyler, born and reared in this 
State. 


child, Henry. now a lad of seven years. 


She died eighteen months later leaving one 
In 1884 
he selected as his second wife, Laura Martin, a 
native of Arkansas, and this union has been blessed 
by two children: Josephine and Lura. Mrs. Davis 
is a member of the Baptist Church, and is active 
and zealous in all church work. 

Nathan A. Davis is a native of Craighead Coun- 
ty, and is one of its younger and more progressive 
farmers. His parents, James and Nellie (Lowery) 
Davis, were natives of Alabama, and about 1851 
came to Craighead County, locating on Crowley's 
Ridge; but some time later moved to the western 
portion of the State, where they remained only a 
short time, then returning to Craighead County, 
and both died soon after. To them were born the 
following family of children: John, Jacob, and 
Nathan A., living; and Jefferson, Nancy, Mary 
and Taylor, deceased. The death of the parents 
left the family in somewhat straitened circum- 
stances, and young Nathan, as a boy, had but few 
advantages and underwent many hardships. He 
has always been energetic and frugal, and by his 
thrift and industry, is now the possessor of eighty 
acres of well improved land, and a larger tract un- 
improved. He married Miss Lizzie Gatlin, a na- 
tive of Craighead County, who was the daughter 
of Lee Gatlin, now deceased, but at one time a 
well known citizen of the county. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis have one child, Naney Ellen. Mr. Davis 
has held the offices of magistrate and constable, 
aequitting himself with honor, and with benefit 
to those for whom he labored. He is one of the 
county’s useful and progressive citizens, 


OF 


ARKANSAS. 


Joseph Dixon, farmer, stock dealer and lum- 
berman, was born in England, October 26, 1842, 
and is a son of John and Eliza Dixon, of English 
birth, who came to America in 1S42, and located 
in New York City, where they both died in 1849. 
John Dixon was a butcher by occupation, and he 
and wife were parents of two children. Joseph 
Dixon was left an orphan when seven years of age, 
and until fourteen years old, worked for his board 
and clothes. 
could afford. 


He received such education as he 
He learned the trade of a machin- 
ist, and for some time fired an engine on the 
Chicago & Rock Island Railroad. Coming to 
Chicago in 1858, he was soon made an engineer, 
and for nine years followed that occupation. He 
then went toe Freeport, and later to Pecatonica, 
Ill., in both of which places he engaged in mercan- 
tile pursuits. He came in 1882 to Jonesboro, and 
engaged in saw-milling, which he has since fol- 
lowed. In 1883 he built a large three-story hotel, 
of which he was proprietor until the disastrous fire 
of 1889, when it was entirely lost, with all his 
household effects—total loss, $5,000, without insur- 
ance. Mr. Dixon is a large land owner, owning a 
great deal of property in Jonesboro, and about 340 
acres of farm land, with 200 acres under cultiva- 
tion. Miss Jane A. Clark became his wife in 1866, 
and they have one child, Carrie, wife of J. M. 
Bennett, of Pine Bluff, Ark. Mr. Dixon began 
life a poor boy, but by industry, economy and 
thrift, he has conquered adversity, and has made 
himself one of the leading and influential citizens 
of the community in which he lives. 
inent member of the Masonic 
Knight Templar. 


He is a prom- 
order, and is a 

Allen Dodds was born in Georgia, in 1827. 
His father, James Dodds, also a native of that 
State, was born in Elbert County, in 1785, and 
there grew to manhood and married Sarah Thom- 
ason, who lived but a short time after her mar- 
riage. He chose for his second wife Winnie Ber- 
den, also a Georgian, whose grandfather Penn 
Was an Officer in the Revolutionary army. James 
Dodds gave his entire time to agricultural pursuits. 
Both he and wife were members of the Baptist 
Church, and they reared a family of twelve chil- 
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dren, six boys and six girls. Allen Dodds was 
reared on his father’s farm, receiving his educa- 
tion at the county schools. He married Julia 
Saye, who was born in Georgia in 1826, and 
inoved to Arkansas in 1855. Of this union six 
children have been the issue. Mr. Dodds entered 
the Confederate service in 1861, his first engage- 
ment, which lasted almost a day, being at Belmont, 
Mo. There he was slightly wounded in the left 
arm, and afterward in the rignt shoulder. He 
was discharged from Jacksonport, in 1865, and 
then returned home and began teaching school. 
Later he turned his attention to farming, at which 
he has made a decided success. He owns about 
318 acres of land, and 100 acres are in a good 
state of cultivation. He has also, in connection 
with his farm, a grist-mill and a cotton gin. Polit- 
ically he is a Democrat, and fraternally a Mason. 
Both he and his wife are members of the Method- 
ist Church, of which denomination he is also a 
minister. 

Francis Marion Douglas was born in Hender- 
son County, Tenn., December 7, 1847, and is a son 
of Thomas Logan Douglas, a native of the same 
State, who went to Missouri in 1857, and, after 
the surrender, came to Craighead County, and 
located in Big Creek Township. He is still a res- 
ident of the State. 
Catherine Ignite, and she was also a native of 
Tennessee. They are the parents of five children, 
and of the four living three reside in this county. 
The mother died in January, 1875, and was about 
forty-two years of age. Francis M. was ten years 
old when he removed with his father to Missouri, 
and at the beginning of the late war enlisted in the 
Tenth Tennessee Cavalry, under Gen. Forrest, and 
served as a private under him until the surrender. 
A year later he came to Craighead County, where 


His wife’s maiden name was 


he rented property for some time, but has for 
many years cultivated his own farm, now con- 
sisting of forty acres, most of which is well im- 
proved and bears many evidences of prosperity. 
His marriage with Fannie Wade, a danghter of 
Noah J. Wade, of this township, was consum- 
mated September 19, 1872, and four children have 


been born to this union: Blanche, Noah, Inez and 
21 


| 


Hazel. Mr. Douglas is a member of the Forest 
Home Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and, 
politically, is a Democrat. He is a director of 
school district No. 25, and belongs to both the 
Agricultural Wheel and the Farmer’s Alliance. 
James T. Dndley, a prosperous merchant, and 
postmaster at Bay, also interested in agricultural 
pursuits, is a native of Madison County, Ga., 
born December 25, 1852. His 
Lemuel and Nancy 8S. (House) Dudley, both na- 
After his marriage, Lemuel 


parents were 
tives of Georgia. 
Dudley engaged in farming, blacksmithing and 
wagon building in Madison County, and left his 
farm to enlist He 
served throughout the entire war, and in 1865 
died of small-pox in Atlanta, Ga. Mrs. Dudley 
moved with her family to Arkansas, and in Octo- 
ber of 1867, located in Craighead County, where 
she died October 14, 1883. 
hood in this county and is mainly self-educated, 
having devoted much time to study since arriving 
at years of maturity. January 11, 1873, he was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Bryant, a native 
of Georgia, but reared and educated in Craighead 
County. She is a charitable lady and is a member 
of the Baptist Church. Mr. Dudley followed 
farming until 1882, when he began merchandising 
eight miles west of the Bay. He there sold dry 
goods, groceries and general merchandise for two 
years, and in 1844 moved to Big Bay, where he 
has since continued in business, with the exception 


in the Confederate service. 


James T. grew to man- 


of seven months, while running a saloon in Mem. 
phis in 1887. He owns a fine farm adjoining the 
town, and has thirty-five acres of it in a fine state 
of cultivation and the same amount in timbered 


land. He has four fair residences on the place 


which bears evidence of thrift and industry. He 
has built and owns four business houses in Bay, 
and as a merchant has a good trade. In 188+ he 
was appointed postmaster, which position he has 
held since that time. 

Robert Y. Duncan, an active and progressive 
farmer, and proprietor of a cotton-gin and grist- 
mill, was born in Perry County, Ala., July 23, 
1844. His father was Samuel A. Duncan, a native 
of South Carolina, who located in Alabama when 
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about eighteen yearsof age. He wasa planter until 
thirty-five years old, when he began contracting 
and building railroad bridges and houses. In 
December, of 1580, he was working on a dwelling 
in Birmingham, Ala., and fell from a scaffold, liv- 
ing only three hours afterward. 
to Mary Ann Roberts, also a native of South 
Carolina, and they were the parents of fourteen 
children. Nine of them are still living, but only 
Robert Y. isin Arkansas. The mother is sixty-seven 
years of age, and still resides in Alabama. Rob- 
ert Y. was reared in his native State, and coming 
to Arkansas with some friends when twenty-four 
years of age, arrived at Jonesboro November 17, 
1868. In the spring, he rented a farm and worked 
it for one year. In August, 1869, he was mar- 
ried to Matilda R. Lynch, daughter of Aden and 
Susan Lynch. In the fall of 1871 he bought 
eighty acres of his present farm and built his home. 
He subsequently bought forty acres of adjoining 
land, making a farm of 120 acres, forty of which 
are cultivated. In 1579 he built a good cotton- 
gin, and in 1886 opened a grist-mill in connec- 
tion, and these have proved successful. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Duncan have been born nine children: 
Ruby A. J. (deceased), Samuel A., 
Thomas M., Essie B., Etfie Y., Robert M., Taylor 
A. and Rufus Elbert. Mr. Duncan is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, Jonesboro Lodge No. 


129, and has been president of Pine View Wheel © 


No. 881, since its organization in 1886. He was 
in Company A, Fifty-third Regiment, Twenty- 
fourth Alabama Battalion, and during his eighteen 
months’ service was mostly in Alabama, Georgia 
and Tennessee. He and his wife, oldest daughter 
and two oldest sons are active members of the 
New Salem Methodist Episcopal Charch. 

Martin V. Echols, a successful farmer of Jones- 
boro Township, was born in Georgia, December 1, 
1838, and is the son of Jabal and Frances (Davis) 
Echols. Jabal Echols was born February 15, 1803, 
and Frances (Davis) Echols was born May 20, 1807, 
both in Franklin County, Ga., where they were 
married, subsequently removing from that county 
to Habersham County, of the same State. 


Echols was a farmer and school teacher. He was 





He was married | 


Jabal | 
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also sheriff of that county for a number of years. 
He died at the early age of forty years, October 3, 
1843, honored and respected by his countrymen. 
Mrs. Francis (Davis) Echols died at the old home- 
stead on September 8, 1869. She was a devoted 
member of the Baptist Church and a true Chris- 
tian woman. An older brother of M. V. Echols 
(the subject of this sketch), L. M. Echols, was a 
private in the Fifty-second Georgia Infantry, 
Confederate States Army, and died a prisoner of 
war at Rock Island, Ill. Two younger brothers 
were in the Confederate service. Jackson L. was 
killed at the battle of Resaeca, Ga. Jabal D. 
Echols died of sickness at Vicksburg during the 
siege of that place. M. V. Echols, the subject of 
this sketch, was a soldier in Wharton’s 
Cavalry, Confederate States Army. He saw hard 
service and went through some of the bloodiest 
battles of the war. He was taken prisoner at 
Dalton, Ga., and from there sent to Johnson's 
Island, where he was kept till the end of the war. 


Texas 


_ Of a family of twelve children, eight of whom are 


now living, Martin is the only one residing in 


Craighead County. He was reared on a farm in 


Georgia and received a very fair education. He 
John J., — 


farmed for several years in his native State, and 
in 1869 came to Craighead County, Ark., and 
studied photography with George Cooper, of 
Jonesboro, subsequently removing to Paris, Tex., 
where he followed that art for several years. 
When he returned to Jonesboro he bought eighty 
acres of land, and has forty of it well improved. 
November 30, 1876, he married Miss Mattie Bird, 
whose parents were John and Barbara (McCarty) 
Bird. Mr. and Mrs. Echols are the parents of 
seven children, five of whom are living, viz.: 
Frances Cora, Lawrence Stanley, Lulu May, The- 
ora Myrtle and Lena Jewell. Mr. Echols and 
wife are active members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South. 

George W. Evans, a prominent citizen of 
Craighead County, was born in Gibson County, 
Tenn., January +, 1849. His parents were Mal- 
achi, and Sarah (Searberry) Evans, 
Alabama. 


natives of 
The mother died in Tennessee in 1859. 


| aged about forty-two years, and in 1867 the fatber 
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oamcunt'D na hee leanne | eh eee he Ss 
removed to Craighead County, Ark. Several | but a short time, dying June 22, 1887. His pres- 
years later he went to Izard County, where he died ent wife was Mrs. Skelton, nee Stoddard, a native 
when about sixty-five years of age. He was a! of Alabama; a widow and mother of eight children: 
farmer by occupation, and much respected by all | William, Florence, Joseph, Sarah, Walter, Clin- 
who knew him. There were twelve children, ton, Jennie, and James (deceased). Mr. Finch 
eight of whom are living, and two, George W. and is one of the public-spirited and enterprising men 
Harriet McGavock, are residents of Jonesboro of the Island, and his wife is a member of the 
Township. George W. was reared ona farm; and | Methodist Church. 
the war breaking out when he was but a boy, he | James Gordon Frierson was born on Duck 
had meager school advantages. He came with his River, in Maury County, Tenn., November 5, 1838, 
father to this State, locating near Harrisburg, in | and died in Jonesboro, Ark., March 8, 1884. His 
Poinsett County. He afterward came to Craig- - father was Dr. Charles Curren Frierson, descended 
head County, and was for one year in the employ on the father’s side from French Huguenots, who 
of Dr. Wadkins, and after his death, remained in | settled in South Carolina some time before the 
the employ of his widow for three years. Decem- | Revolutionary War; on the mother’s side, he 
ber 28, 1873, he was married to Nancy Stotts, a | comes frora Scotch-Irish lineage—early emigrants 
daughter of John and Melinda (Darr) Stotts, old | to Middle Tennessee. Dr. Charles Frierson mar- 
residents of the county. To them seven chil- | ried, in 1828 or 1829, Miss Mildred Payne, of West 
dren were born: Sarah Virginia, Mary Jane (de- | Tennessee, of English descent, numbering among 
ceased), Lucy Belle, William Thomas, Cassie, Effie | her progenitors some of the pioneers of the State, 
and Cleo. After his marriage, Mr. Evans located on | and among her kindred some of the best people of 
| the farm on which he now resides, which then con- | Tennessee and Mississippi, counting among their 
| tained but thirty acres. He now owns 178 acres. | cherished possessions many relics of the Revolu- 
| Seventy-five acres are under splendid cultivation, | tionary days, and pointing with pride to the record 
| and two acres were sold to the Hope school. He | of their family. Among these are the Van Burens, 
! is greatly interested in education. Mrs. Evans is | the Taylors, the Alexanders, and others. Thomas 
| amember of the Christian Church, and the family | Paine, the noted political and deistic writer of early 
| attend the Hope Church of that denomination. times, was a member of the family and was spoken 
| George W. Finch, a farmer and stock raiser of | of with mingled feelings, in which pride of race did 
Buffalo Island, was born in Campbell County, | not predominate. Dr. Frierson and wife were the 
| Georgia, February 20, 1849, and is the son of | parents of eleven children, only five of whom are 
| Willis and Elizabeth (Harrison) Finch, both na- now living. They removed many years ago, with 
| tives of South Carolina. They moved to Georgia | quite a colony of neighbors and relations, accom- 
| and later to Alabama, where the father died in panied by many colored families who had descended 
1868. George W. was reared mainly in Alabama, | to them, to La Fayette County, Miss., where, four 
and began farming for himself when eighteen miles from Oxford, the site of the State University, 
years of age, and in 1869 he was united in mar- they founded College Hill with a fine Old Presby- 
| fiage with Adaline Maith, a native of Alabama. _terian Church, and male and female high schools, 
| In 1880 he came to Arkansas, locating on Buffalo | andadded much to the culture and retinement of that 
| Island, where he rented for two years, and then | part of the State. Dr. Frierson died at a ripe old 
bought his present place of residence. He has a | age in 1879, and his wife the previous year. Both 
| farm of 400 acres, with 100 improved. May 26, were devout members of the Presbyterian Church, 
| 1884, Mrs. Finch died, leaving five children: | in which faith their children were all reared. One 
Belle (wife of George Hogar), Oscar, Ethel, daughter married Rev. Mr. McLamroch, of Her- 
| Luther and Itha. Mr. Finch chose a seeond | nando, Miss.; another Hon. Martin L. Clardy, of 











wife, this time selecting Nannie Goss, who lived | 








St. Francois County, Mo.; a third, Ben. G. Peers. 
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of Farmington, Mo.: still another, a Mr. Hurt, of 
Germantown, Tenn. The remainder of the family 
still reside at the old homestead at College Hill, 


Miss. James Gordon Frierson was the second son. 


- At the age of twelve or fourteen years he was taken 


from the home of his birth, near old Zion Church, 
in Maury County, Tenn., to Mississippi, the State 
of his adoption. He was educated at Oxford, 
graduating with honor, and numbering among his 
professors the distinguished Dr. F. A. P. Barnard, 
Dr. John Waddiil, Justice Lamar, Judge Long- 
street, and others of less note. Mr. Frierson vol- 
unteered at the age of twenty-three in an infantry 
regiment, in the Confederate service. serving as 
captain under the noted Gen. Walthall, in the Army 
of Tennessee, and was in many of the fiercest bat- 
tles fought in that section—Corinth, Inka, Frank- 
lin, Perryville, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge 
and Lookout Mountain. Here above the clouds 
he was captured by some of Hooker’s men, taken 
to Johnson’s Island, held a prisoner for nineteen 
months, being released at the close of the war, with 
health shattered by hardships and privations and 
exposure he was poorly fitted by nature to en- 
dure. Soon after the war (in January, 1869) 
he with his brother-in-law, Maj. M. L. Clardy, 
located at the little village of Cleburne, Cross 
County, then the county seat of the county, to 
practice law. November 12, of the same year, he 
was married to Miss Emma G. Davis, the oldest 
daughter of Dr. N. A. Davis, formerly of Ozark, 
Christian County, Mo. In 1870 he was elected to 
the State Senate of Arkansas, held this office two 
terms (four years), and was president of the senate 
during the Brooks-Baxter war. Mr. Frierson, as- 
sisted by the Hon. James Berry, who was then 
speaker of the house, drew up a bill the next day 
calling for a constitutional convention. The bill 
passed immediately. He was then elected a mem- 
ber of the convention, and took a leading part in 
its deliberations. In 1882 he was elected judge 
of the Second judicial district, consisting of the 
counties of Cross, Craighead, Clay, Randolph, 
Greene, Mississippi, Poinsett and Crittenden. He 
held this office to the entire satisfaction of all 
parties, by his pure life and varied learning win- 





ning the respect and affection of the people. He 
possessed, in an eminent degree, those virtues 
which adorn the bench, and that law knowledge 
which makes the safe and wise jurist a unity of 
purity and integrity. He was kindly. true and 
patriotic, a zealous Christian, and as legislator, 
patriot or jurist, his merit was only exceeded by 
his modesty. He died at the age of forty-six at 
his home in Jonesboro, Ark., leaving a wife and 
three children: Gordon, Camille and Charles Davis 
Frierson. Mrs. Frierson established and con- 
ducted a high school, which flourished for several 
years until superseded by the Jonesboro graded 
schools, in which she at present occupies a position 
as first assistant. 

William Lewis Gage, a prominent and enter- 
prising farmer of Jonesboro Township, was born 
in Greene County, Ark., November 27, 1845, and 
is the son of Jeremiah and Martha (Hutchins) 
Gage, both natives of Tennessee, who were mar- 
ried in that State and emigrated to Arkansas about 
1850. They first located at Gage’s Point, on the 
Cache River, and from there went to St. Francis. 
and aiterward to Greene County. He was a farmer 
all his hfe, and during the War of the Rebellion 
served under Gen. Marmaduke of the Trans- Missis- 
sippi department, receiving a wound in a battle in 
Missouri, from the effects of which he died at Cane 
Hill, Washington County, in November of 1864. 
He was a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
a devout Christian and strong in bis political con- 
victions. They were the parents of eight children, 
four of whom are living and in thiscounty. After 
her husband’s death Mrs. Gage married Larkin 
Johnson, of Greene County. She died in 1865S, 
aged forty years. W. L. Gage was reared in 
Greene County, receiving a moderate education. 
In the spring of 1863 he enlisted in Col. Cooper's 
company and surrendered at Shreveport, La., June 
9, 1865. In 1870 he moved to Craighead County, 
locating on his present farm, and having been very 
successful in farming operations at present owns 
1,620 acres in Greene and Craighead Counties. 
He devotes much time to stock raising and takes 
great interest in obtaining better breeds of stock. 
Mr. Gage was married October 22, 1868, to Maria 
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CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 





|. 
Elizabeth Paramore, a native of Missouri, and 


daughter of Robert P. and Nancy Caroline (Man- 
sese) Paramore. The fruits of this marriage are 
six children, one deceased: Ona Kate, Martha 
Caroline, Ethel Paramore, Grace Truman, Mary 
Ella and Maud Almer. Mr. Gage is a member of 
the I. O. O. F. and Knights of Honor fraternities, 
and he and wife and three oldest daughters are 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church at 
Jonesboro, and he is one of the executive board 
of the Mt. Zion Association of that denomination. 
A. Thomas Gatlin, a successful self-made 
farmer of Craighead County, was born in Tennes- 
see December 16, 1849, and is the son of Hardy | 
and Mary (Gullett) Gatlin, the former a native of | 
Virginia, the latter of Mississippi. The father 
moved to Tennessee when a young man and there 
married and remained for several years; then, 
about 1856, came to Arkansas, locating near Jones- 
boro, where he remained until his death, in 1860. 
After his father’s death Mr. Gatlin went to Ken- 
tucky with his mother, who is still living, and re- 
mained there until after the Rebellion. In 1873 
he returned to Craighead County, this time select- 
ing a location on Cane Island, where, by the fruits 
of his own labor, he has become the foremost 
farmer. The land was covered with heavy timber, 
but new he has 120 acres cleared and under culti- 
vation and sixty acres yet timbered. In connection 
with his farm he is owner and proprietor of a cot- 
ton-gin, which he built in 1885, and with which 
in 1887 he ginned over 200 bales of cotton. In 
1868 was consummated his marriage with Amanda 
Gibson (now deceased), who bore him three chil- 
dren: Riley, Hardy and Lovenia. Mr. 
married his present wife on this Island in July of 
1878. She was a daughter of William Bennett 
(her maiden name Sallie Bennett), and a native of 
Alabama. Mr. Gatlin is noted as one of the most 
energetic and industrious farmers of the county. 
He is a member of the Masonic order and is mas- 
ter of the lodge at Lake City. 


Needam Harvey Grady, M. D.. a successful | 


medical practitioner on Buffalo Island, also en- 
gaged in merchandising and farming, was born in 
Se ~ ol} . 

Gibson County, Tenn., March 5, 1852. He is the 


and at this has been quite successful. 


Gatlin 


son of William Grady, a native of North Carolina, 
who was reared and married in that State. He 
moved to Tennessee and engaged in farming for 
several years, and when our subject was about ten 
years old, went to Pemiscot County, Mo., where 
the father and mother both died. Dr. Grady, 
then a boy of fourteen, returned to his old home 


' in Tennessee, where he remained until he was 


twenty-five years of age. He had superior educa- 
tional advantages, and has taught school several 
terms. In his profession he is well posted, began 
the study of medicine with Dr. James, of Gibson 
County, Tenn., and has attended lectures at both 
St. Louis and Louisville, Ky. He practiced in 
Butler County for three years, then in Independ- 
ence County, Ark., and after trying Greene County. 
Ark., and Dunklin Uounty, Mo., settled in Craig- 
head County, Ark., in the fall of 1884. In 1886 
he began merchandising, keeping a geueral stock, 
He owns 
several good farms, aggregating 600 acres, with 
over 200 under cultivation. In October, 1872, he 
was united in marriage with Nancy A. Keith, a 
native of Indiana, and daughter of Isom Keith, 
an early settler of Missouri. During the five 
years Dr. Grady has been on Buffalo Island, he 
has built up a wide practice, and has won the es- 
teem and confidence of the people. 

Henry M. Griffin (deceased) was born in Cal- 
_houn County, Ala., December 4, 1842. His father 
was Benjamin Griffin, a farmer of that county, who 
died in 1856, and his mother was Mary (Moody) 
Griffin, a native of South Carolina, who died in 
1873. Henry Griffin toiled faithfully and dili- 
gently on the farm through his youth, receiving 
| but a limited education. He was a youth seventeen 
years of age, attending school at Selma, when the 
war broke out, but he immediately enlisted in the 
Tenth Alabama Regiment, and served gallantly 
for four years. When mustered out, he was cap- 
tain of a company of fifty sharp shooters. He 
made a crop in 1566, and February 3, 1867, mar- 
ried Rachel A. Bennett, a daughter of Thomas 
Bennett, a native farmer of Alabama. Mr. Ben- 
nett came to Craighead County in the latter part of 
1866, and located in Jonesboro Township, where 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





he passed the remainder of his life. His widow, 
Martha (Rollins) Bennett, a native of Georgia, 
now resides with Mrs. Griffin. The seven surviv- 
ors of their eleven children are all residents of 
Craighead County. In 1867 Mr. Griffin located 
in Greentield Township, about one mile east of 
Dee Station, where he remained but one year. 
After trying two other farms he bought forty acres 
of his present place, and subsequently adding 120 
acres, later had a farm of 160 acres, and much 
of it is improved. He was a member of the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church, and also of the Agricul- 
tural Wheel. After a life of patient toil and sterl- 
ing integrity, he died, January 27, 1888. Mr. 
and Mrs. Griffin were the parents of seven children; 
those now living are: John Henry, Benjamin, 
Jimmie, Belle and Ruthie. Mrs. Griffin is a pious 
and charitable lady, and she and her oldest son are 
members of the Baptist Church. 


citizen of Buffalo Island, is one of the leading 


which he lives. He was born in Shelby County, 
Tenn., in March, 1835, and is the son of Edward 
D. Hale, of Middle Tennessee, who married Hettie 
Fleetwood, a native of North Carolina. 
tled on a farm in Shelby County, Tenn., where 
she died in 1869, and he in 1872. To them were 
born four children, one son and three daughters. 
Christopher C. attained his majority in Tennessee, 
and joined the Confederate army in 1862, serving 
until the spring of 1864, when he went home on 
furlough, having participated in several minor 
engagements. Being sick and unable to return to 
the field, he hired a substitute. He engaged in 
farming in his native State until 1871, when he 
came to Poinsett County, Ark.; there he remained 
several years, and, in 1879, came to Craighead 
County, where he has since resided. He pur- 
chased 160 acres of wild, timbered land, and soon 
had 100 acres of it cleared and under cultivation. 
He has two good residences, good outbuildings and 
a nice young orchard. He has in all 200 acres of 
good land. He was married in Tennessee Janu- 
ary 20, 1861, to Martha A. Carr, a native of that 
State, who died in 1877. They had four children: 


Christopher C. Hale, an energetic and worthy | 


farmers and stock raisers of the community in | 


They set- | 


John B., George D., Mary E., wife of W. A. Wil- 
kin, and Hettie, wife of P. Foster. Mr. Hale 
_ chose as his second wife Mrs. Mary A. MeDonald, a 
daughter of Larkin Majors. She was the mother 
of two children: Alexander and James. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Hale has been born one child: Luna Z. 
Joseph W. Harrell, postmaster at Macey, and 
a farmer of sterling worth in Buffalo Township, 
is a native of Arkansas, born in White County, 
February 6, 1546. His father, Jethro Harrell, 
was a native of South Carolina, where he was 
_yreared and married Mildred Hunt. In 1540 they 
came to Arkansas, where Mrs. Harrell died, in 
1846. After his wife’s death he was unsettled 
until 1851, when he located in St. Francis County, 
where he remained for severa] years. He after- 
ward came to Craighead County, and died Febru- 
ary 7, 1866. He was an active member of the 
| Methodist Episcopal Church, greatly respected by 
all who knew him. His second wife, whose maiden 
| name was Elizabeth Morrow, survived her husband 
several years, dying in Alabama in 1883. By his 
first wife Mr. Harrell had tive children, Joseph W. 
being the only one who grew to manhood; and by 
his second wife four sons and two daughters, who 
reached mature years. Joseph W. Harrell was 
reared and educated in Poinsett and Craighead 
Counties. In the late war he enlisted in the Con- 
federate service, and participated in several en- 
gagements during Price’s raid in Missouri and 
Kansas, and at last surrendered at Wittsburg, May 
25, 1865. He returned to Pcinsett County, and 
remained there until his father’s death. He was 
married in this county, February 16, 1573, to 
Frances E. Hunton, a native of Georgia. She 
died February 20, 1887. To this union were born 
seven children: Charles J., Martha Jane, Mary F., 
Macy A., Lucy A., William J. and Joseph E. Mr. 
Harrell went to Dunklin County, Mo., in 1872, 
and farmed there for two years, after which he 
located in this township, where he has since re- 
sided. He bought timbered land. and has cleared 
100 acres, and built a comfortable home and five 
tenant houses. He has married Amanda Carson, 
a native of Lauderdale County, Tenn., where she 
was reared. She is a zealous member of the Meth- 
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CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 335 





Mr. Harrell was the first postmas- 
He is a member 


odist Church. 
ter at Macey, appointed in 1882. 
of the Masonic fraternity, and takes active interest 
in the promotion of the educational interests of his 
neighborhood, 

Benjamin J. Harrison. Few farmers and stock 
raisers of Lake City Township have been more 
universally successful than the subject of this 
sketeh, who is a native of Marshall] County, Tenn., 
born November 27, 1844. He is ason of J. W. 
Harrison, born and reared in Virginia, who, when 
a young man, moved to Tennessee, and there mar- 
ried Lucey Emeline Culberhouse, a native of North 
Carolina. He then located on a farm in Marshall 
County, and there engaged for several years in 
agricultural pursuits. In 1856 he came to what is 
now Craighead County, Ark., where he resided 
until his death, in 1881, his wife having previously 
died, in 1871. Benjamin J. was but twelve years 
of age when he came with his father to this State, 


and he grew to manhood and was educated in | 


Craighead County, remaining with his father un- 
til his marriage. In 1863 he enlisted in the Con- 
federate service, Fourteenth Tennessee Cavalry, 
and served until near the close of the war, be- 
ing at home on a furlough at the time of the 
surrender. He was second sergeant, was once 
captured, and participated in a number of engage- 
ments. Returning home, he engaged in farming 
until 1881, when, in June, he bought a building 
in Lake City, put in a stock of general merchan- 
dise, and followed mercantile business for three 
years. December 20 following, he lost everything 
by fire, having no insurance, his loss is estimated at 
$10,000. The following fall he rebuilt the store 
and rented it, himself moving toa farm near the 
village, where he has since resided. He has a 
comfortable home, with 125 acres of good land in 
& splendid state of cultivation, and a large orchard 
of 1,200 trees, mostly apple, and all choice fruits, 
some just beginning to bear. March 25, 1868, he 
married Miss Mary E. Lewis, a native of this 
county, who died in 1877, leaving two sons. Mr. 
Harrison chose a second wife, and Febrnary 14, 
S79, was united in marriage with Victoria Eveline 


(rrayson, born, reared and educated in this coun- 
i 


_ty, and a daughter of Col. Adam D. Grayson, a 


colonel in the Confederate army, killed at the bat- 
tle of Shiloh. Mrs. Grayson died March 5, 1889. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison have also two sons, the 


four children being John A., George T., James 
D boi 


and Walter S. Mrs. Harrison is a member of the 
Methodist Church. Mr. Harrison owns, in con- 
nection with his farm, a cotton-gin and grist-mill, 
possessing also hotel property in Lake City. He 
is one of the leading spirits of the community. 
James H. Houston was born in Shelby County, 
Tenn., October 1, 1849, and is now a farmer of 
Greenfield Township, residing about six miles 
south of Jonesboro. His father was William Bird 
Houston, a prominent and highly esteemed citizen 
of Poinsett County. He was a native of Tennessee, 
and came with his family to Arkansas, about 


| December, 1856, locating in the northern part of 
- Poinsett County, where he engaged extensively in 


farming and stock raising. He was a Democrat, 
belonged to the Masonic fraternity, and was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church. When about twenty- 
five years of age he was married, in his native State, 


, to Harriet Jane Steelman, also a native of Tennes- 


see. To them were born thirteen children, the 
four surviving making their home in Arkansas. 
They are: James H. (the subject of this sketch), 
Melinda (widow of 5S. Harris, son of Capt. Harris, 
who has several times represented Poinsett County 
in the State Senate), John F. (married to Emma 


| J. Allen, deceased), and William Bird, Jr. (mar- 


ried to Elizabeth Kelsoe, deceased). The father 
died in 1872, the mother in 1867. James H. was 
seven years old when his parents came to this 
State, but he returned to Tennessee toschool after 
He owns 130 acres of land in Poinsett 
He moved to 


the war. 
County, ntuch of it under fence. 
Craighead County in August of 1887, locating at 
his present residence—the old McCarty homestead. 
February 15, ISSO, Mr. Houston was married to 
Lucinda J. Stephens. To them were born three 
children, all deceased: Cora M., Lorenzo B. H. 
and John H. Mrs. Houston died August 22, 1886, 
and he was married again August 4, 1887, to Me- 
linda Josephine MeCarty, a daughter of Michael 
and Melinda (Weer) McCarty, the former a native 
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of Ohio, the latter of North Carolina; the former is 
deceased, but the latter is still living, aged seventy- 
one years. Mr. and Mrs. Houston have had one | 
child, a daughter, now deceased. Mr. Houston isa | 
member of the Methodist Church, has taken great 


interest in Sunday-schoo! and church work, and is | 


| in 1882. 
| three daughters, our subject being the only surviv- 





They were the parents of one son and 
ing child. Though only a boy, he went to Florida 
during the Seminole War, enlisting as a soldier. 
He returned home in 1839, and in the fall of the 
same year moved to Alabama, where he remained 
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a leading member of the denomination to which he | until 1854, when he came to Arkansas, locating 
belongs. He is a member of the Agricultural | near Greensboro, in Greene (now Craighead) Coun- 
Wheel, and a prominent and enterprising citizen. | ty. He entered some land in Greene County, and 
Philip T. Hudson was born in Madison County, | rented for several years, and had improved a num- 
Tenn., and is the only surviving son of Baker Hud- | cer of farms before coming to his present location. 
son, a native of Mecklenburg County, Va., born | He is a wide-awake and energetic farmer, and al- 
May 18, 1783. Baker Hudson was reared and ed- | though he only came to this place in 1887, he now 
ucated in Virginia, and engaged in farming all his has ina state of splendid cultivation seventy-five 
life. He married Jane Fletcher, whose birth oc- | acres of choice farming land. December 8, 1839, 
curred in Louisa County, of the same State, No- | he was married to Miss Mary Anthony, who was 
vember 17, 1798, and to this union were born nine born and reared in South Carolina, and to this un- 
children, only two of whom, Mrs. Elizabeth Peebles | ion have been born two children: John J. and Mrs. 
and Philip T., are now living. Mr. Hudson died | Elizabeth Steward, both now deceased. The son, 
May 24, 1850, in Fayette County, Tenn., and his John J., had married, and to him and wife had been 
widow in the same county, May 7, 1878. They | born two children, one of whom grew to woman- 
were both active and consistent members of the | hood and married. She had one child, William T. 
Methodist Church. The marriage of Philip T. | Manerd, who is now living with Mr. Huggans. 
Hudson and Mary E. Perkins was consummated in | Both Mr. and Mrs. Huggans are active and char- 
Fayette County, Tenn., May 9, 1866. In that | itable members of the community in which they 
county, near Somerville, he had spent his boyhood, | live, aud the latter is a member of the Methodist 
and received his education. To this union have Episcopal Church. 
been born five children: Sallie S., Philip B., Will- | Ivy S. Hughs, proprietor of the Hughs House 
iam H., Tillie and Cuthbert L. Mr. Hudsoncame | of Jonesboro, Ark., was born in the Pickens Dis- 
to Arkansas in 1870, and since that time has been | trict, S. C., March 5, 1829, and is the son of 
He owns 160 acres of good | George and Margaret (Tannery) Hughs, both na- 
land, and has about eighty acres under cultivation. | tives of the same State. His father was a farmer 
He has cleared most of this himself. Forsix years and brick mason by occupation, and died abcut 
he served as justice of the peace in Craighead | 1847, aged fifty-tive years. His mother’s parents 
County, is a member of the Agricultural Wheel, | were Zopher and Mary (Minturn) Tannery. Of 
and both he and his wife are members of the Pres- | the thirteen children born to this union, only eight 
byterian Church. Having the public interest al- | are now living—Ivy S. being the only one in Ar- 
ways in view, he is one of the class of citizens who | kansas. In October, 1887, Mrs. Hughs came on 
exert a marked influence for good in the com- | a visit to her son and died in the Hughs House, 
munity. | March 25, 1888, aged ninety-one years. TI. S. 
William Huggans was born in Hall County, Hughs left South Carolina with his father’s family, 
Ga., in 1821, and is a son of David and Elizabeth | when fifteen years of age, and located in Chero- 
(Irbel) Huggans, natives of Georgia aud South kee County, Ga., where he resided until after he 
Carolina, respectively. The mother went to Geor- 
gia when quite a girl, was there married, and re- 
sided until her death in 1849. 


engaged in farming. 


| was of age. In 1556 he came to Arkansas, select- 
| ing a site within a mile of what is now Jonesboro, 


Her husband died | but then a wild timbered country. Mr. Hughs 
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entered eighty acres of land, remained on it but 
a short time, and then engaged in merchandising 
for two years. Then he returned to the farm and 
was at the same time proprietor of a grocery store, 
where he remained until the beginning of the late 
war. He enlisted in the Confederate service, 
Company I, Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry, com- 
manded by Col. Tappan. 
render, was promoted from private to captain, and 


was mustered out as the latter. He returned to 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


He served until the sur- | 


Jonesboro, and after clerking for two years in the | 


dry goods store of Burk & Chisenhall, went into 
business for himself, but was burned out. There 
being no hotel here for the accommodation of the 
public, he began keeping boarders, and as business 
increased, he erected the old part of the present 
Hughs House in 1881. Additions have been made 
until now it has thirty-three sleeping apartments, 
and is one of the largest hotels in this part of the 
State, and is located on two acres of hotel property. 
Mr. Hughs has also several farms scattered over 
the county, amounting in all to about 648 acres. 
October 28, 1858, he married Martha I. Kellar, 
a daughter of Uriah and Julia Kellar, residents of 
this county. To this union were born five chil- 
dren, only three of whom are now living: W. J., a 
merchant of St. Louis, married Belle Hughes; 
Ben. and I. O. Hughs. Mr. and Mrs. Hughs 
spare no pains in their efforts to make their guests 
as comfortable as possible. 
pointed deputy under Sheriff Thorn, and served 
four years in that capacity, also holding the same 
He is 
a Democrat in politics, and a charter member of 
the Masonic order. 

James C. Johnson, a substantial farmer of Buf- 
falo Island, was born in Newton County, Ga., in 
1834, and is ason of John and Sarah (Lacy) John- 
son, natives of Georgia. The father followed 
farming in both Georgia and Mississippi. in the 
latter of which States he died in 1850, aged fifty 
years. The mother came to Arkansas in 1880, 
and died here in 1884. 
the Baptist Church. 
children, eight of whom grew to: manhood, and 
four are still living. 


Mr. Hughs was ap- 


position under Sheriff Lane for one term. 


They were members of 
To them were born nine 


James C. Jobnson was the 


| in 1875. 


' enlisted and served until the close of the war. 





fifth child, and was reared, educated and married 
He was married in 1856 to Mary 
Q. McLemore, a native of Tennessee, where she 
lived until eight years of age, when her parents 
moved to Mississippi, and there she grew to woman- 
hood. The fruits of this union have been nine 
children, three of whom are living: Mary Ann 
(wife of Wiliam Lamb), Sarah C. (wife of Ed. 
Goss), and Charles T. William J. died at sixteen 
years of age, and James F’. at eight years; the 
others died in infancy. They have also reared an 
orphan boy, Albert T. Graham, whom they took 
when four years of age. Mr. Johnson followed 
farming in Mississippi until 1559, when he started 
for Arkansas, locating in Poinsett County in 1860, 
and in 1865 in Craighead County, near where he 


in Mississippi. 


now resides. He moved to his present jocation 
He entered the Confederate army in 
1862—Twenty-third Arkansas Infantry under Col. 
Adams. He was in the siege of Port Hudson, and 
returning home, remained one year, when he re- 
He 
then resumed the cultivation of his farm, which 
though small, is well improved, and his home is 
comfortable. 
member of the Agricultural Wheel, and both he 
and Mrs. Johnson are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. 
were natives of South Carolina and Kentucky, re- 
spectively, the former removing when a young 
man to the ‘‘Blue Grass State,’’ whence, after 
several years, he went to Tennessee. In 1538 he 
became located in Mississippi. They were mar- 
ried in Tennessee, and had nine sons and two 


He is a Democrat in politics and a 


Mrs. Johnson’s parents 


_ daughters born to them; one son died at the age 


of eighteen months, and two others died six hours 
apart, one in his eighteenth year and another in his 
The other children married and 
Before their deaths the parents 
came to Arkansas, the father dying when about 


sixteenth year. 
reared families. 


ninety years of age, and his wife when seventy. 
They were members of the Methodist Church. 
Dr. 


practitioner of Jonesboro, was born in Limestone 


Roderick Joyner, a successful medical 


County, Ala., July 22, 1833, and is a son of Rod- 
erick and Emily (Williams) Joyner, both natives 
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of the ‘‘Old Dominion.’’ The father was a soldier 
in the War of 1812, and in 1818 moved to Ala- 
bama, where he was a successful farmer in early 
life, and later engaged in mercantile business. In 
1859 he immigrated to Poinsett County, Ark., lo- 
cating five miles south of Harrisburg. 
Harrisburg in 1866, his wife having previously 


dren, four now living: Elizabeth (wife of G. B. 


| 


Jonesboro Township, is a native of Georgia, born 


_ in Monroe County, twenty-five miles above Macon, 


He died in | 


February 2, i832. He is the son of William and 
Martha (White) Kirksey, the former a native of 
Abbeville District, S. C., the latter of Virginia. 
The father moved to Georgia, when twenty years 


_ of age, and in the fall of 1871, when eighty years 
died in 1860. They werethe parents of eight chil- | 


Parker, residing in Florida), Emily V. (wife of | 


Judge John A. Tinaon, of Nashville, Tenn.), Mary 
P. (wife of S. O. Nelson, of Montgomery, Ala.), 
and Roderick, who is the youngest living member 


of thefamily. Dr. Joyner was reared and educated | 
yi ) 


in Limestone County, Ala., and when fourteen 
years of age engaged in the drug business, and 
when twenty years old began the study of med- 
icine. He practiced some in Memphis, where he 
was a druggist a number of years, and in 1889 
came to Poinsett County, Ark., where he continued 
the practice of his profession. He also dealt in 
general merchandise for several years, and in 1872 
was elected to the State legislature; in 1874 was 
elected a member of the State constitutional con- 
vention, and in 1878 was re-elected to the State 
legislature. In 1884 he came to Jonesboro, and 
the following year went into the drug business 
and during the five years he has been in Jonesboro 
he has built up a splendid custom and a wide prac- 
tice, and has won the esteem and contidence of the 
people. Being a physician of extraordinary abil- 
ity, and possessing the rare gift of bringing social 
sunshine as well as medical skill into the sick- 
room, he stands high among medical practitioners 
of his section of the State. In the late war he 
served in the Twenty-third Arkansas Regiment 
until after the surrender. In 1860 he was mar- 
ried to Mary E. Bradshaw, who bore him ten chil- 
dren, four now living: Thomas W., Augustus G., 
Elisha B. and Mary E. Mrs. Joyner died in 1883, 
and the following year Dr. Joyner was again mar- 
ried, to Mrs. Martha A. (Knight) Moberly. He is 
a member of the Baptist Church, and she of the 
Methodist. Dr. Joyner is a Democrat in polities, 
and is a Royal Arch Mason. : 

W. D. Kirksey, a prominent agriculturist of 


was engaged for twenty years. 


of age, he came to Craighead County, Ark., with 
his son W. D. The mother went from Virginia 
to Georgia, when yet a child and died in this coun- 
ty in 1878, aged seventy-six or seventy-seven years. 
They were the parents of nine children, tive of 
whom are living, four being residents of this 
county. W. D. Kirksey spent his childhood on 
the farm, and when twenty years of age, went 
into the saw-mill and lumber business, at which he 
He also spent 
four yeers in a machine shop in Atlanta. 
came to Craighead County in the latter part of 
1871, and purchased 300 acres of land, which 
with seventy-five under cultivation make a good 
farm. In November, 1857, he married Mary E. 
Bishop, a native of Georgia, and daughter of 
Jones and Margaret (Holland) Bishop. Mr. 
Bishop is dead, aud his widow resides in this 
township with her eldest son, Joe. Ten children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Kirksey, eight of 
whom are now living, viz.: Mary Jane (wife of 
John Stidman), W. J. (married Ella Sillman). 
Sarah Ann (wife of Thomas Barker), Emma Lee 
(wife of Willis Ironton), Andrew J., Alice, Ella 
and Lewis R. 
politics, and is active in the promotion of educa- 
tional interests. He and his wife and most of 
their children are members of the Missionary Bap- 
tist Church, and contribute liberally to the up- 
building of all charitable and praiseworthy enter- 


Mr. Kirksey is a Democrat in 


prises. 

Herman Koehler, a well-known farmer, stock 
raiser and carpenter of Buffalo Island, was born 
in Hanover, Germany, May 1, 1526. His father, 
John Henry Koehler, was also a Hanoverian by 
birth, and stood high in the estimation of those 
who kuew him. Herman, hike all German boys, 
received a good common-school education, and also 
served a four-years’ apprenticeship at the car- 
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CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 


penter’s trade. 
condition, he emigrated to the United States; and 
after working at his trade in New Orleans for tive 
years, he went to St. Louis and to Iowa, where for 
some time he worked at carpentering and build. 
ing, and then went to Memphis, Tenn., where he 
resided working at his trade for nineteen years. 
Here he formed the acquaintance of Miss Ann M. 
Meyer, who became his wife July 9, 1854. This 
lady was a native of Germany, but was reared in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. To this union have been born 
two children: Adaline and John August. In 1877 
Mr. Koehler moved to Mississippi County, Ark., 
where he farmed and worked at his trade some 
three years, and then moved to his present loca- 
tion on Buffalo Island, which has since been his 
home. He at first purchased forty acres of un- 
improved land, to which he has since added until 
he now owns 184 acres, 100 of it being under a 
good state of cultivation. He also owns valuable 
property in Florida and California. Like most of 
his countrymen, Mr. Koehler is frugal and indus- 
trious, and has made what he has by his own exer- 
tions. He is unassuming in his manner, charitable 
and honest in his thoughts and dealings with his 
fellow-men, and is one of Craighead County’s 
most substantial citizens. His wife and children 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

W. T. Lane, sheriff and collector of Craighead 
County, was born in Greene (now Craighead) 
County, December 30, 1850, and is a son of Thomas 
J. and Mary (Hughes) Lane, the father a native 
of Illinois, and the mother of Tennessee. Thomas 
Lane emigrated with his father, William Lane, to 
Arkansas about 1840, and located ten miles south 
of the present site of Jonesboro. They were among 
the first settlers of this section, William Lane 
engaged in mercantile business, and in rafting 
on the St. Francis River, in both of which he was 
very successful. He never returned from his last 
trip on the raft, and the cause of his death is un- 
certain. The body was recovered almost two years 
later, and was identitied by his suspender buckles 
While a resident of Illinois, he 
was a colonel of a regiment of State militia, and 
held Gen. 


and raft auger. 


a commission as leutenant under 


In 1848, thinking to better his 
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Jackson. His son, Thomas J. Lane, was a stock 
dealer and general trader, owning also a small 
farm. He died in 1858, and his wife in 1860. 
Both were estimable and greatly respected citizens. 
They were the parents of but one child, W. T. 
Lane, the immediate subject of this sketch, who, 
left an orphan in infancy, was reared by his 
grandmother Lane, now in her eighty-sixth year. 
He received a common-school education, and so 
far as his means would allow, became engaged in 
He made his home 
with his grandmother until 1580, when he was 
elected sheriff and collector, to which office he has 
At Sum- 
merville, Tenn., in December, of 1887, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Mattie Thurman, a 
native of that State, and to them has been born 
one child, now deceased. 


farming and stock dealing. 


been re-elected each ensuing election. 


Mr. Lane possesses ex- 
traordinary stability of character and perseverance, 
and being eminently qualified for the position 
which he holds, fills it satisfactorily to his con- 
stituents. 

W. Stanford Lane is a native of Arkansas, 
having been born and reared in the State which 
has always been his home. His father, W. Q. 
Lane, was born in Tennessee, and moved to tbis 
State about 1832. 
Lane, was a native of South Carolina. 


His mother, Caroline (Harris) 
Of this 
union, seven children were the issue, and the four 
survivors are all residents of Craighead County. 
The father was an honest, hard working farmer, 
who achieved success through earnest endeavor. 
He was a worthy member of the Masonic order. 
Stanford Lane is one of the enterprising farmers 
of Craighead County, and owns 700 acres of land, 
By 
patient toil and industry he has made his farm one 
of the best in the county. 


of which about 100 acres are well improved. 


He was united in mar- 
riage with Elnora Carter, a native of Tennessee. 
who came with her father to this State in 1850. 
This union has been biessed with three children: 
Jarvis Q., Harry B. and Daisy E. 
devoted wife and mother, a zealous Christian, and 
a member of the Methodist Church. Mr. 
a stanch Democrat, but prefers rather to serve his 


Mrs. Lane is a 
Laue is 


party than receive official favors. It may be truly 
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said of him that he is one of the progressive cit- 
izens of the county. 

B. Frank Lee, a native of Jonesboro Town- 
ship, has lived in this county over forty-five years. 
He was born August 5, 1844, and is the son of Dr. 


of this county, who attended to the physical needs 
of the citizens of his time until his death. He 
married Mrs. Eliza (Pierce) Cook. widow of Will- 
iam Cook. 
ents of three children, one daughter, deceased, and 
two sons, B. F. and Claiborne N. 
died about ten years ago. 
in this township, aud has been all his life a farmer, 
but did not have school opportunities when a boy. 
His half-brother, Thomas Cook, entered eighty 
acres of laud,and at his mother’s death it descended 
to Mr. Lee by inheritance. 


It is a good farm, with | 


| 
| 


Confederate army, in October, 1861, participating 
in several engagements, and saw much active ser- 
vice. He was corporal of his company, and was 


_ several times captured, paroled and exchanged, 
| being Jast taken at Ripley, Tenn., where he was 
Charles Lee, an early settler and pioneer physician | 


held until the close of the war. He then returned 


| to his home, where he remained until 1886. Jan- 


Charles Lee and wife became the par- | 


uary 15, 1863, he was united in marriage with 
Margaret Brimm, a native of Tennessee, and 


daughter of Thomas Brimm. Eight children have 


| been the fruits of this union: William G., Sarah 


The mother | 
Frank Lee was reared | 
4 a 

| Jason H. and Maggie L. 


about forty acres of rich bottom land under culti- | 


vation. 


residents of thistownship. Of the eleven children 
born to this union, ten are living. They are: Cal- 


Mr. Lee was married, October 7, 1869, to | 
- Mary, a daughter of Albert and Rebecca Pierce, 


vin, Susan, Charlie, Nancy, John, Harriet, Re- | 


becea, Eliza, Josie, and a baby boy, Harrison Col- 
umbus Lee. Mr. Lee is a man of decided politi- 
eal and religious convictions, and supports all 
charitable and progressive enterprises. He is a 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church, and is 
a Republican in politics. 

Aris R. Lunsford, though but recently a resi- 
dent of Buffalo Island, has already attained a posi- 
tion among its leading farmers. He was born in 
Lauderdale County, Tenn., January 23, 1844, and 
is the fifth of a family of eight children, five of 
whom are still living. His father, William Luns- 
ford, a native of North Carolina, was married in 
that State, and later moved to Tennessee. 
his first wife died, and he married Marcie Norris, 
the mother of A. R. The father was a prominent 
farmer and trustee of the county for several years, 
and remained in Tennessee until his death, April 
The mother 
Aris R. Lunsford was reared in 


27, 1884, aged seventy-seven years. 
is still living. 


M. (wife 6f William Markham), James R., So- 
phronia (wife of N. 8. Tucker), John 8., Mary A., 
In 1886 Mr. Lunsford 
sold out in Tennessee and came to Arkansas, Iccat- 
He has cleared seventy 
acres of land, and has a good residence, stables 
and orchard, all bearing evidence of thrift and 
success. 


ing where he now lives. 


In 1876 he was elected justice of the 
peace in Tennessee, and held that office until he 
removed to Arkansas, where be has been elected 
justice of the peace of Buffalo Township. He is 
president of the district and local Agricultural 
Wheel. Both he and wife are members of the 
Methodist Church. 

L. A. Lynch, an active, enterprising farmer of 
Jonesboro, living five miles south of the city, was 
born in Marshall County, Miss., August 14, 1850. 
His father was Aden Lynch, a native of Middle 
Tennessee, who was a mechanic by trade and a 
farmer by occupation, working at both. In 1555 


he moved to Poinsett (now Craighead) County, 


_ thereon one year. 


Ark., and bought a claim of 160 acres, living 
Then obtaining the contract to 


_ build the court-house of Poinsett County, at Har- 


_ risburg, he removed his family there; but after two 


_or three years returned to Jonesboro, having se- 


There | 


eured the contract to build the first court-house in 
Craighead County. In the winter of 1867 he 


' removed to the farm where he still resides, one 


mile south of Jonesboro. He has been twice mar- 
ried. His first union, with Susan Lynch, was 


blessed with nine children, only three of whom are 


| nowliving: J. J., a farmer of Jonesboro Township: 


Tennessee, receiving such education as the county | 


schools of the time afforded. He enlisted in the 


Matilda (Mrs. Robert Y. Dunean), also of Jones- 


_ boro Township; and Lewis A., the subject of this 
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sketch. After his wife’s death, in 1854, Mr. years, and died in 1884. J. J. McBroom came 


Lynch was again married to Mary Martin. Mr. 
Lynch is a member of the Methodist Church and 
is a Mason. He has been honored with various 
positions of trust, having been for several years 
justice of the peace in Marshall County, Miss., 
and after coming to Craighead County, served sev- 
eral years as county clerk, was elected county 
probate judge, and was subsequently appointed by 
Goy. Baxter one of three county supervisors. He 
was also the first mayor of the city of Jonesboro. 
Lewis Aden Lynch was reared in Craighead 
County, receiving the best education the district 
afforded. At eighteen years of age he began 
farming for himself and for others, homesteaded 
120 acres, moving on it in 1877. His father gave 
him forty acres, completing the quarter-section. 
About thirty-five acres of this are in a splendid 
state of cultivation. Mz. Lynch was married, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1877, to Eliza J., daughter of Calvin and 
Sallie (Shaw) Shores. To them have been born 
four children: Albert Clifton, Henry Ollie, Eddie 
Mrs. Lynch is a member 
of the Christian Church anda charitable lady. 
Mr. Lynch has always been a Democrat and served 
one term as justice of the peace of Jonesboro 
Township. He has resided on his present place 
since 1877, and has needed a physician for him- 
self or family but once in all that time. He isa 
member of the Agricultural Wheel, and at present 
occupies the position of school director of district 
29. He takes quite an interest in all educational 
matters. 

John J. McBroom, an influential farmer, and 
proprietor of the Lake City ferry, was born in 
Orange County, Ind., December 27, 1825, and is 
a son of Jesse and Susan (Sowards) McBroom, the 
former a native of Virginia, the latter of Kentucky. 
The father was reared in Virginia and Kentucky, 
was married in Indiana, and in that State engaged 
in farming for a number of years. In the winter 
of 1837 he eame to Arkansas, locating in Phillips 
County, where he engaged in farmiug and reared 
his family, residing there twenty-one years. He 
then removed to Lawrence County, aud remained 


until his death. His wife survived him several 


with his father to this State when a lad twelve 
years of age, and grew to manhood on the farm in 
Phillips County, receiving his education at the 
county schools. In 1850 he went to Independence 
County, where he engaged for four years in steam- 
boating on the Black and White Rivers. He has 
seen much war service, having been actively oc- 
eupied in both the Mexican and the late war. The 
former he entered in 1846, enlisting in the First 
Arkansas Cavalry, Col. Yell’s regiment, and par- 
ticipated in~ several skirmishes and the battle of 
Buena Vista. When discharged he returned to 
Phillips County. In 1861 he entered the Confed- 
erate service, McGee’s battalion, Col. Dobbin’s 
regiment. He was in many prominent engage- 
ments, and served until the close of the war, when 
he settled in Craighead County, and has since been 
steamboating. He is an engineer, but has also 
served as pilot, and has always been an active, 
energetic business man. He was first married in 
Phillips County, in 1849, to I. H. Metealf, who 
was born and reared in Kentucky, and died May 
29, 1884. There are three children living of this 
union: Willdie, wife of J. E. Mattax; Adora, 
wife of Chancy Gillum, and J. J. McBroom, Jr. 
J. R. died in 1887, aged twenty-nine years. Jan- 
uary 10, 1886, Mr. MeBroom married Mrs. (Twad- 
dell) Stroud, a native of New York City, reared in 
the city and on Long Island. Her first husband 
was a native of Canada, and after their marriage 
they resided there three years, and then returned 
to Long Island. In 1861 they came west to Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, and remained there two years, then 
removed to Memphis, where they resided three 
years, and in 1866 settled in Craighead County, 
Ark. Here Mr. Twaddell died, December ¥%5. 
1878. Mrs. Twaddell subsequently married Henry 
Stroud, September 16, 1881, who died March 1. 
1885. Two children, Charles P. and Ostram, died 
after reaching mature years. Mr. MeBroom has 
a good farm on Cane Island, and his wife one on 
Buffalo Island. For three years he has operated 
the Lake City ferry. 
Methodist and he of the Christian Church. 

a Mason, and is Junior Warden of his lodge. 


His wife is a member of the 


He is 
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Lucian T. McDaniel, merchant and postmaster | 
at Gilkerson, is one of the prominent and enterpris- | 
His | 


ing business men of Jonesboro Township. 
father, Solomon McDaniel, one of the oldest set- 
tlers and leading citizens of Craighead County, 


| 
| 
| 


_ that place. 


was born in Wilson County, Tenn., July 12, 1820. | 


His paternal grandfather was John F. McDaniel, 
a native of Randolph County, N. C., who removed 
to Tennessee after his marriage to Mary Horn, by 
whom he had several children. After her death he 
was again married, to Mrs. Mary (Reaves) Thomas, 
a native of Tennessee. These two were the parents 
of seven children, two of whom are now living, 
Mary, widow of William Paultin, and Solo- 
Mrs. McDaniel died in Hardin County, 


Viz. : 
mon. 


and engaged in mercantile business. 


trict school education. When twenty-two years of 
age he engaged as a clerk for B. C. Shiery, a 
grocer of Jonesboro, and five months later moved to 
Wiener, Poinsett County, becoming a merchant of 
Four months after, when the Cotton 
Belt Railroad was opened, he removed to Gilkerson 
In June. 


| 1887, W. M. Robertson, of Jonesboro, became a 


Tenn., and her husband subsequently married | 


again and removed to Arkansas in 1839. 
cated several miles below the old farm, and after a 
few years removed to Missouri, where he died. 
His father, Abraham McDaniel (the paternal great- 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch), fought 
through the Revolutionary War, and John F. was 
almost old enough to be mustered into service. 


He lo- | 


member of the firm now known as Robertson & 
McDaniel. 
chandise and have a very good trade; also operate 
a saw-mill (capacity, 6,000 feet per day), and a 
cotton-gin, and grist-mill (capacity, 200 bushels 
per day), and are agents for the Cotton Belt Rail- 
road and Southern Express Company. Mr. Me- 
Daniel was married January 17, 1883. to Matilda 
J. Shelton, daughter of Stephen and Mahala 
Shelton, residents of this township. Their union 
has been blessed with four children: Maggie Lee, 
James Garland, Stephen Andrew and Angie Belle. 
Mrs. McDaniel is a pious and charitable lady, and 
a member of the Christian Valley Church, of the 


They keep a stock of general wer- 


| Christian denomination. 


Solomon McDaniel was a boy when he came to this | 
county, and has lived on his present farm thirty- | 


one years. He has been engaged principally in 
farming, but is also a blacksmith and gunsmith. 


He has a fine farm of 170 acres about five miles | 


south of Jonesboro, and 100 acres are in a splendid 
state of cultivation. He was married April 6, 


ty, and daughter of Thomas and Lucy (Trigg) 
White, residents of this county. To their union 


Abraham McDaniel (deceased) was one of the 
prosperous and esteemed farmers of Craighead 
County. 
ents, John and Mary McDaniel, having been resi- 
dents of that State. After his mother’s death, 
his father Poinsett 


He was a native of Tennessee, his par- 


came to (now Craighead) 


' County, Ark., locating near the present home of 
1848, to Juliet White, a native of Craighead Coun- | 


were born thirteen children, seven living, as fol- | 


lows: 
deceased), Margaret King, William F. (married 


John T. (married Margaret Porter, now | 


Sarah Kellar), Lucian T. (married Matilda Shel- | 


ton), Andrew J. and three girls. Mr. McDaniel 
is a Republican in politics, and was a Union man 
during the war. He has been a member of the 
Christian Church for about fifteen years, and his 
wife, two sons and two daughters are members of 
the same denomination—all connected with the 
Christian Valley Chureh. Lucian T. MeDaniel 
was born on the old homestead, August 14, 1859, 
and was reared on the farm, receiving a fair dis- 


his son’s widow, but he afterward removed to Mis- 
souri, where he died. His children, Abraham, 
Mary, Nicholas and Charlie, returned to Arkansas. 
There were six children, only two of whom, Solo- 
mon N., and Mary, widow of William Pauldin. 
are now living. Abraham was about grown when 
he came to this county, and has engaged in farm- 
ing all his life. He settled on the homestead 
farm in September, 1852, entering a half section of 
land. Having given to his sons, John B. and 
James N., sixty and sixty-three acres of land. re- 
spectively, the homestead now contains 183 acres. 
He was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and 
in 1865 was ordained to preach in the Christian 
denomination, and devoted the greater part of his 


life to his Master’s cause. He died March 7, 1879, 
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aged fifty-three years. 
20, 1847, to Jane Cary, a daughter of Benjamin 
and Sallie (Stotts) Cary, residents of this county. 
Mrs. McDaniel was born in Carroll County, Tenn., 
October 31, 1832. In 1839 Mr. Cary removed 
with his family to Poinsett County, Ark., where 
he died in 1843, his wife having died two years 
previously. Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel were the par- 
ents of ten children, three deceased: Rebecca, 
Sally and an infant boy; and seven living: John 
B., married to Mintie McGown, James N., married 


=i 


He was married October | 


| Charles M. 


to Mary Hendrix; Mary, wife of John H. Darr; | 
Nancy Ann, wife of Louis Sowells; Elizabeth, wife | 


of William Fuller, and Martha Jane and A. B., at 
home. Mrs. McDaniel has been a devout and in- 
fluential member 


of the Christian Church for | 


about nineteen years, and four of her children are | 


also members. 


A. L. Malone, insurance agent, and a member | 
_ ty, Tenn., his birth occurring November 28, 1836. 
His parents, L. B. and Stacy Mangrum, were both 


of the firm of Malone & Bell, dealers in books, sta- 
tionery, ete., was born in Fayette County, Tenn., 
September 29, 1853. His parents, Willian C. 
and Elizabeth M. (Gardner) Malone, natives re- 





spectively of Orange County, N. C., and Powhatan | 
| to Craighead County, Ark., prior to the War of 
| the Rebellion, and located on a farm near Jones- 


County, Va., were married in Fayette County, 
Tenn., where they resided until December, 1853, 


when they came to Northeast Arkansas, locating | 


in Poinsett County. He was a minister of the 


Methodist Episcopal Church, and also followed 


He devoted much time to his Master’s 
cause, and organized many churches in this part 
of the State. His latter years were spent in Cross 
County, Ark., where he died in November, 1886. 
His wife still resides in Cross County. To 
them were born eight children, only three now 
living: Alvis L., John K. and Blanche. A. L. 


farming. 


of Hartford, American of Philadelphia, Union and 
Anglo-Nevada of California, and other leading 
and noted companies. He is assistant postmaster, 
and has held that office for four years. He and 
partner keep a large stock of books, stationery, 
In 1879 


he was married to Miss Florence McFerrin, and of 


etc., located in the postoftice building. 


this union four children have been the issue, three 
living and one deceased. 
han, James W. and Mary. 


Those living are, Lil- 
The one deceased was 
Both parents are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Malone be- 
longs to the Knights, and Knights and Ladies 
of Honor. He was elected in April, 1886, and 
served one term as city recorder of Jonesboro. 
Politically he is a Democrat, is an energetic and 
thorough-going business man, and has tbe conti- 
dence and respect of all who know him. 

Isaac N. Mangrum is a native of Maury Coun- 


natives of the ‘‘Old Volunteer State,’’ where they 
were married and resided a number of years, and 


then moved to Shelby County, Tenn. They came 


boro, which was their home until their respective 
deaths. They were the parents of nine children, 
and had the respect and confidence of all who knew 
them. Isaac N. was reared upon a farm, and re- 


ceived but meager educational advantages. He 


_ came with his parents to Arkansas in 1854, and a 


_ head County with varied success. 


Malone was an infant when his parents came to | 


this State, and received his education in the 


common schools of Poinsett County. 


He remained | 


on the farm until eighteen years of age, then 


entered a store as a clerk, and later engaged in 
the mercantile business for himself, in Wittsburg, 


Cross County. He came to Jonesboro in the fall 


of 1883, and since that time has been occupied in | 


his present business. He represents the following 


Insurance Companies: Phoenix, Hartford and Orient 


year later was united in marriage with Miss Tabi- 
tha Blackstone, and from then until entering the 
Confederate service, he followed farming in Craig- 
His war exper- 
lence was eventful, and he saw much active service 
and underwent many hardships and _ privations. 
After the war, he returned to his home and family, 
and resumed his agricultural labors, locating where 
he now resides. The place at that time was almost 
wholly unimproved, but by hard work, intelligent 
and business-like management, Mr. Mangrum has 
improved and added to it, until he is now one of 
the leading planters and owns one of the best im- 


proved farms in the county. His improvements 
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are all good, and upon his place are two cotton- 
gins, which doa thriving business. By his first 
marriage there were two children, both of whom 
are worthy citizens, and are married and reside 
near the home place. Mrs. Mangrum died in 1866. 
Miss Susan Sage. a native of Craighead County, 
became the second wife of Mr. Mangrum in 1866. 
Ten children are the fruits of this union, of whom 
these are now living: Stacy, James, Robert, 
George and Ettie. Some of the children died in 
Stacy is the wife of Mr. James Stotts. 
Mr. Mangrum is, in the fullest sense of the term, 


infancy. 
a self-made man. He is progressive in his ideas, 
and liberally contributes to all worthy objects. He 
is a member of the Masonic order, and is one of 
Craighead County’s most esteemed citizens. 
Nicholas P. Mangrum 
County, Tenn., in 1546. 
grum, was a native of Virginia, and when a child 
six years of age came with his parents to Maury 
County, Tenn. 


was born in Maury 
His father, James Man- 


Here he was reared, and married 
In 1855 
he moved with his family to Poinsett County, Ark., 
remaining three years, when he moved to Dyer 
County, Tenn., and remained for some eight years; 
thence to Butler County, Mo., for one year, later 
to Dunklin County, Mo., for one year, when he 
returned to Craighead County, Ark., where he died 
in February, 1887, aged sixty-seven years. He 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and much respected by all who knew him. The 
mother died in Maury County, Tenn., in 1846, 
when Nicholas P. was but six months of age, leav- 
ing five children, all of whom lived to maturity. 


to Aun Craig, a native of Maury County. 


Only two of them are now living: Mrs. Martha 
Todd, now living in Texas, and our subject. Those 
deceased are William, Robert and James. James 


Mangrum was married a second time, and had a fam- 
ily of seven children, two of whom are now living: 
George and Sophronia, the latter residing with our 
subject. George is deputy sheriff of this county, 
and resides at Lake City. Nicholas P. Mangrum 
was reared in Tennessee, receiving his education 
at the county schools. He was married, in 1871, 
to Amanda Stotts, a daughter of Arnold Stotts, 
and began farming for himself on this Island near 





ARKANSAS. 


where he row resides. He came to his present 
place in 1874, purchasing wild land, with only 
seven acres cleared. Now he has cleared, and has 
in cultivation, eighty acres, and is one of the most 
thriving and prosperous farmers on the Island. 
He is a wide-awake and public-spirited citizen, and 
is a consistent Christian, and member of the Meth- 
odist Church. 

John H. Mangrum, clerk of the circuit court, 
ex-officio clerk of the county and probate courts, 
and recorder, is a native of Cross County, Ark., born 
July 29, 1855. His parents, L. B. and Eustatia 
(Lovell) Mangrum, the former a native of Vir- 
ginia, the latter of Tennessee, were married in the 
“Old Volunteer State,” and emigrated to Arkansas 
There the 
father cleared a good farm and engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits until January of 1861, when he 
moved to Craighead County, and located one half 


in 1852, locating in Cross County. 


where he resided 
uaotil his death, which occurred January 4, 1883, 
his wife having previously died July 25, 1881. 
They were the parents of thirteen children, five of 
whom are now living. John H. Mangrum, the 
youngest child, was reared on a farm, receiving 
his education at the common schools of the county. 
He followed farming and school teaching in his 


mile northwest of Jonesboro, 


early life, acquitting himself with personal credit 
and to the benefit of those for whom he labored. In 
1886 he was elected to his present office, and was 
re-elected in 1888, now serving his second term. 
In November of 1881, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Jeannette Culberhouse, a daughter of 
G. T. Culberhouse. Mrs. Mangrum is an estima- 
ble lady, and a member of the 
Church. Mr. 


and Knights of Honor fraternities, is a Democrat 


Presbyterian 
Mangrum belongs to the Masonie 


in polities, and is an active member of his party 
in this county, meriting by his untiring services, 
the honorable recognition which he has received. 
Z. T. Matthews, of the tirm of Matthews, Pet- 
erson & Pace, merchants of Jonesboro, is a native 
of Paulding County. Ga., born February 2, 1848. 
His parents, L. M. and Mary Ann Matthews, were 
natives of Virginia and Georgia, respectively, and 
were the parents of ten children; Z. T. and a sister, 
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Louisa, in Paulding County, Ga., being the only 
survivors. The mother died in Georgia, and, by 
his second marriage, Mr. Matthews became the 
father of three children, all deceased. He was by 
occupation an agriculturist, and in the winter of 
1857 came to what is now Craighead County, Ark., 
and located about one and one-half miles from the 
present site of Jonesboro. When, two years later, 

the town of Jonesboro was laid out, he was living 
on the present town site, and had his field planted 
with cotton. Some years later he moved to Poin- 

sett County, where he died during the war. Z. T. 

Matthews was but eight years of age when he came 
with his parents to Arkansas, and here grew to 
manhood, receiving such education as the schools of 
that day afforded. He went to the first log school- 
house built in the town, attended private schools 
and also the old academy. He was reared mainly 
on a farm, but, in 1868, began clerking at $12.50 
per month, and retained that position for two 
years, and then entered into partnership with W. 
J. Witt, continuing but a short time. He then 
entered into a partnership with William Puryear, 
which lasted for about four years. Selling ont 
to Mr. Puryear, he formed a partnership with 
J. C. Knight, with whom he continued eleven 
years, and then formed his present partnership. 
The firm has a large stock of dry goods, clothing, 
gent’s furnishing goods, boots and shoes, etc., 
and, by strictly fair and honest business princi- 
ples, have established a splendid custom. Mr. 
Matthews is also a partner of Johnson, Berger & 
Co., dealers in groceries, furniture and hardware, 
owning both store buildings, which are large two- 
story bricks. In 1864 he was married to Miss C. 
J. Witt, and of this union four children have been 
the issue: Waughlie, Gordon, Eva, and Willie, 
who died when seven months old. Mr. and Mrs. 
Matthews are members of the Baptist Church. 
Mr. Matthews’ business career has been one of 
unusual success; starting as a clerk on a small sal- 
ary, he soon engaged in business for himself; was 
during Grant’s administration appointed postmas- 
ter of Jonesboro, which position he held for about 
seven years, resigning in favor of J. D. C. Cobb, 
and now is a leading and successful citizen. 

22 


James D. Mead, an energetic and successful 
agriculturist of Lake City Township, was born in 
Madison County, Ga., in 1822, and is the son of 
John and Elizabeth (Hall) Mead, the former a na- 
tive of Georgia, the latter of South Carolina. 
His grandfather, Miner M. Mead, was of English 
descent, and was born in Virginia, where his par- 
ents had settled a few years previous. He served 
in the Revolutionary War, and was afterward a 
pensioner for services rendered. His wife, Mary 
Mead, lived to be one hundred and five years of 
age, and drew a pension after her husband’s death. 
She died in Carroll County, Ga., having lived a 
devoted Christian life as a member of the Baptist 
Church. They were the parents of thirteen chil- 
dren, John, the father of our subject, being the 
oldest child. John Mead served in the War of 
1812, and after a life of success and usefulness, 


died in Georgia, when fifty-seven years of age. 


‘The mother died in Craighead County, at the home 
of her son, James, in 1867. To them were born 
nine children, James D. being the third child, and 
he and two sisters, Mary and Sarah, are the only 
survivors, and all live in this county. Mr. Mead 
was reared and educated in Georgia, where he re- 
sided until the spring of 1857, when, with his 
family, consisting of his wife and five children, 
he came to Arkansas, locating on what is now Bay 
Siding. There he followed farming for sixteen 
years, and in 1872 moved to his present location. 
Since coming to Arkansas he has put in cultivation 
over 200 acres of land, and now owns 480 acres, 
and has under good cultivation 125 aeres. 
6, 1848, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Thessa Moon, born in Georgia, in 1829, who died 
in this county, in 1867. Their union was blessed 
by nine children, only two of whom are now liv- 
ing: Mrs. Nancy S. McLean and James W. Mr. 
Mead was married a second time, in 1872, this 
time selecting Mrs. Elizabeth Farmer, nee Lewis. 


April 


who, by her former marriage was the mother of 
three children: Mrs. Mary Gatlin, Mrs. Sarah Bag- 
well and Mrs. Nellie Wilson. Mr. 
have always been Whigs, and he is now a stanch 


Mead’s family 


Republican. 


James W. Mead, a leading planter of the 
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HISTORY OF 
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county and also mail contractor, is a native of 
Georgia, born in Madison County, January 22, 


.1850. His parents were James D. and Thessa 


(Moor) Mead [see sketch |, both natives of Georgia. 
He came with his father to this State and county 
when a boy seven years of age, and was reared on 
his father’s farm, receiving his education at the 
county schools. He chose as his life companion, 
Jane Beaty, a native of Arkansas, reared in this 
county, and December 24, 1868, they were united 
in marriage. He engaged in farming for several 
years after this event, and in 1880 opened a 
saloon at Lake City, and was engaged in the saloon 


business for six years. 


| 


_ and trust. 


in the county, having held several offices of honor 
His wife died in 1848. They were 


the parents of two children: Joseph A. and 


| Minerva E., wife of James H. Wilburn, of De Soto 


County, Miss. Joseph A. Meek was reared in 
Holly Springs, Miss., and there received his edu. 


cation. His parents having died when he was 


| about fifteen years ot age, he worked his way 


In 1883 he was appointed | 


deputy sheriff, and served in that capacity until | 


November, 1888. Since that time he has been 
farming. Mr. and Mrs. Mead have two children, 
Nora and Otto, and lost three in early child- 
hood. Mr. Mead has been quite prominent in 
local affairs, is a Republican in politics, and has 
been postmaster, serving in that capacity for sev- 
eral years. 
Mason. 

J. A. Meek, attorney at law at Jonesboro, Ark., 
was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., April 8, 1830, 
and is the only son of Urban E. and Nancy (Dean) 
Meek, who were natives of the ‘‘Old Volunteer 
State.’’ The paternal grandfather, Alexander 
Meek, a native of Virginia, emigrated to Tennes- 
see at an early day, and was among its pioneer 
settlers. Moving later to Marshall County, Miss., 
he was among the early settlers of that State, 
which was still largely inhabited by Indians. 
Though at the time but sixteen years of age, he 
was a soldier of the Revolution, participating in 
the battles at King’s Mountain and at Cowpens. 
ith four brothers and two uncles during 
After the war he was a pen- 


He was 
his military service. 
sioner for service rendered; and returning to his 
farm resumed his occupation. He died in 1558, 
The 
maternal grandfather, too, lived to be almost a 
centenarian. Urban E. Meek built the first house 
in Chulahoma, Marshall County, Miss., and re- 
sided there until his death in 1547. 
farmer by occupation, and was a prominent man 


He was a 


through school until able te teach; and while 
teaching school, studied medicine under Rev. 
Stark Depree, of De Soto County, Miss. In 1857 
he entered McDowell Medical College of St. Louis, 
and at the beginning of the late war enlisted as 
assistant surgeon, and served in that capacity until 


the close of hostilities. He then returned to Har- 


_risburg, Poinsett County, where he had gone in 
— 1858, and resumed his practice, remainiug there 


He is a Knight of Honor and also a_ 


until 1873. During that time he was twice elected 
to the legislature, first in 1866, and afterward in 
1871. He entered the Atlanta Medical College in 
1871, and graduated in September of that year. 
In 1873 he came to Jonesboro, where he practiced 


_his profession until 1883, when he gave up the 


ithe TO. 'O. 2. 


medical profession and began the practice of law, 
having been adinitted to the bar in Poinsett County. 
The circumstances attending his admission are 
interesting and unique. Once, in 18538, being on 
trial, he defended himself, showing such unusual 
tact and ability that he was admitted by a petition 
from the bar, and without examination. In 1881 
he was elected to the legislature from Craighead 
County, and was re-elected in 1853 and 1888. He 
was first married November 19, 1856, to Miss 
Madella Russell, of De Soto County, Miss., who 
bore him two children. One of them is now de- 
ceased, and the other, Jodella, is the wife of W. 
M. Robertson. Mrs. Meek died August 12, 1860, 
and June 7, of the following year, Mr. Meek was 
united in marriage with Miss Caroline F. Parker. 
a native of North Carolina, and a graduate of 
Chawan College.. He has been for years a leader 
of his party in both Poinsett and Craighead 
Counties, untiring in his labors, aud deserving the 
honors bestowed upon him. He is a member of 
and he and wife are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 





(ae 








pao to # wifto Lisrevem fi] if 


ow yokD 2b@L at uih” liv, SR) dat Dae 

hai & doeedt  sdathiniy oye, Ww alan on lit 
gion al he apa) Th coy bag ay MEN We ome 
Ay fu: visi _ mA (wad fy Hepa > pee iia 
thes cid Paziatent ooolly Date hehe omgateae LETT 

EW ad aeiw heb garni etter. fkGybes 
ren = Ledtiow ol Rea in Rie: sia? AA) dren) 

vid » bos cilsast oF oles) tied fovirlor piegsrorias 
ested 4417 joni douibmiet ious “Tf {eed 

yaot a oth re, ole atl ja wranscpoel LIIG 
‘id. 42 to dustin uisoihelt Hanya Bosse od 

oe, upetua teyl “ ity be wae aM sii) th bos 

| 4 ST ro Stee av yaspya £4 an grec bor, oder qstat-ae 
al ot honaqdye toils sk eopnifi Oil Yo aalo iad 

5 shog: had od sialthve pigpoo {Youistot udaia | 
jMognhtibnery oon itl Fes aoy hers Voi ficnl 
heigels abned cer oa ome aa vas ETAT bus 


Mi iets ustis Burk MA be it joie. Aw ialeryal ail ot 
ii vpille) foihelé spialie enh pwede ei Leet 
| eery fydd 26, sedoralqere im fyadanhinry Din hae 


sib 
Ay TOL ee 


! 
| 
' 
} 
| 
| his rT ueg 
| 
, 


yi) Ge S7Hy ae A 
wn i yidoeie sit vind Bins iy t sae yy faathn avin 
ruc bth anchash) oF feltg Als avad ae ritd - 
or Boleaiakin wi! ead oumamnosio: oil 
| GO nig ' Rat ee) Ae aan Ss ith Myrtide args i: 
iit) cradle Beast by hasieh art Are 
A bite BY ‘ ub rr adhe qiilids fis ond 
MAT ok © ool tinamexs, ue A ¥gve Fs wkd piat boon 
; rodwns oot eonsisivel hy ot (oda fu any wit 
ne | neat wai Leteals oy ABT Diab cartes? 
| ait ot (GER QE aneae of beprnete teu si y 
y 3] aa tie) Ghee ti to hgaeay a1. pbahe le 
’ fop ar Sredi go out peblide ews cas i 
| WH to ati, odd ‘at .plisbol..weitto, ott bras. b9s899 
Cie 2F dank eat ten wt soutrodast ats 
“a axe ddelt «Mobos garyollod, ont tir epith Bure. 
eda. auilows }  aalle adie ek BED rant bathers 
. | $e. otantinewg ac dean alone duu torsviden s 
| gebupel seme, to? over! cad, oll .ogellos zen 
i sfurad.) jum Mwodiod) died’ aa er ik 
di ecertesel Lua -todel euler Bee ead ) 
i | So qwilmicms 2 peli . od ae cg Lunrodeed § ali 
; 1G Peele IA otvw fowl LA oe OM » ee 


sabre, qhanos old at 


pevedts he Herts Oy witiste, ed Rye f' 8 
Hay ee Ted) finikeatong i 


JosrakD laqooviged: raibotitele sib) 






2 lo Fraeaimnsie eet reams 


st ax germin naw ads 


~leiagse ao? gran) cl fuga olf 


_ = enw oll Doty ca 
) ance t is 


| 


—S calc ance 
















































%, oa Se eee: hiner vali £ 
Vranitwk guneD oovibylt of axe 


ied) 1h atten Mod [doioda ove} £ 
i AOU GYR aidt oF raddol sid ditw 
aig Biss) wave BAG ayy tq wia8y aovee 4 “I 
oat 48 Re Ce eid ymbrivoe wa, a’ : 
owt hide’ ofr eq pends, ol calgodas 
ent} Bh pena Co a to w7ktna R) el. 
alian tee, Gale a, eo ral maesCl bag 
jiweye eidd 36 


a feasyy (sel ot fuse 
ee vlad ta 


Unkut sayli tiem ut an bois r 
bo lhalyge ‘cm: CPE al 
fitaty ghoniyie. baal! ti bine ‘bag. the 
vied 28d of wort tadlt sanity. BABL 
aethlids owt vid Sago an 4 se 
bine vithe a “epres feol haa 0380. | 
5 

i. Abeer "etitp: mpsd apt bait 
enii Has eattilng ak ausihlic: Hl & ei anal 

Vae Ti Dee sah sta pyatey: 495 sate 
bo aon 0 oH, 













£ cara oh a ie 


volt bs ie ja wal Joaslrnate Aol: 
Otel 2 Hath ara tae) olonuigd ai. rod 
(neeth) riod. has a carr Jouenis ylno'¢ ad 
ugaiadoy RIO" ail) Yo eeritien enn | 
Jiadishbpass fantetag: ad ; 
hodaraytaco gongs 40, vita J jlee 


iy 


rah onze, 
aie! of 
nai 8 
athe Teta 
alist thaft “te bro ‘sy oft | f a 
pedal, wa Vatidedsi ¥Ylagral Iida j 
ot ay 10) ater abetted outt ‘odd Sn 
at Bodie eaael smuiihlovsi asl 7 195 
enone’) fs Lage anit 1) AE 2th ie ae 
gritty spioutt ‘od me -toultere! wan 
a ahi a Tm, nig nico _ ont vat 





wu ai buib a 
oT Si To whe? i 
8s ouig ad” of haril ot rede Vionony 
cenoal seth wilt Mish deel 3. press 
vet bits ei, SEO lingdtetall 
aby eid ay ot 


ra 










PPO PIO EES. pp 


NN EE Sn ae ee ne ree ee ee eA Sa ae Page Oe ee a TMS” rs 


ee Oe ee ee ee ed ee oe 


a ee ee Se ee Ae Ee ee Se Ne eS eee 


2 AGERE ORE EAH eS a ee eet 


















































CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 
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Joseph W. Moss, a leading farmer and stock 


dealer of Craighead County, whose parents, Willis | 


and Sarah (Mullinax) Moss, were both natives of 
South Carolina, was born in that State August 25, 
1829: His father died in his native State, his mother 
in Tennessee. He was reared on a farm, and had 
but limited educational advantages. When, in 
1851, his brother Barnett came on a prospecting 
tour to Arkansas, and located in Poinsett (now 
Craighead) County, Joseph W. came with him, and 
for a while made his brother’s house his home. 
He at first bought fifty-two acres, and has since 
added to it, until he now owns about 1,000 acres, 


mostly woodland. He began $60 in debt, but by 


industry, economy and thrift, he has cancelled | 


this indebtedness and accumulated a competency, 


which he has from time to time invested in land | 


and stock. He lost fifty fine horses in the disas- 
trous overflow of 1882. He was married, in 1853, 
to Mary Simonds, a native of Illinois, and to this 
union was born one child, Henry, married to Mat- 
tie Wilson. His first wife died, and Mr. Moss 
was married again, in 1861, to Lousina Kelsoe, a 
native of Tennessee. This union was blessed with 
nine children, all living: 
Florence Stotts), Sarah (wife of Morgan Denham), 


of Theodore Johnson), Carroll, Barnett, Hettie, 
Newton B. and Wallace. Mrs. Moss died in 1880, 
and Mr. Moss married Mrs. Martha Patterson, a 





Of the family of fifteen children, only two are now 
living, Mary, widow of John McGimsey, and Au- 
gustus 8. Two brothers, Thomas and Franklin, 


| who went from Texas, were killed in the war, and 


two others, Lafayette and Granderson M. died in 
Texas at the close of the war. Augustus S. Nash 


was reared in Shelbyville, Tenn., remained on the 


farm until fourteen years of age, when he was ap- 
prenticed to learn the saddler’s trade. He fol- 
lowed saddlery for several years, then engaged 


| for several years in farming, and in 1860 moved to 


Jackson County, Ala. While living in Tennessee, 


| he was lieutenant of militia under the old muster 
_ law, and in 186], at the outbreaking of the Civil 


War, he enlisted in Company G, Fourth Alabama 


| Cavalry, and during the war saw much active ser- 


vice. He was in the battles of Fort Donelson, 


Murfreesbero, Resaca, Missionary Ridge, Atlanta, 


| Franklin, Knoxville, Tenn., and several others. 


| He was with Gen. Wilson from Alabama to Co- 


lumbus, Ga., where they surrendered. He was 


/ not seriously wounded, but had his left ear shot 


_ off at Chickamauga. 


John R. (married to | 


At the close of the war, he 
returned to Nashville, where he took the oath, and 
then returned to his farm in Alabama. In 1870 


_ he moved to Jonesboro, Ark., where for six years 
Joseph L. (married to Jane Patterson), Mary (wife © 


native of the county, and daughter of Andrew | 


Stotts (now deceased), an early settler of the coun- 
ty. Mr. Moss is a Democrat in politics, has held 
various offices, and takes great interest in educa- 
tional matters. 

A. S. Nash, merchant at Jonesboro, was born 
in Bedford County, Tenn., July 23, 1829, and is 
a son of Travis and Joanna (Miller) Nash who 
came from Virginia to Tennessee early in the his- 
tory of that State. The Nash family are of Irish 
and the Miller family of French descent. 
Nash was a farmer by occupation, and in the War 


Travis 
of 1812, wasacaptain. He wasasnecessful farmer 
and a brave and gallant soldier, and died at Shel- 
byville, Tenn., April 7, 1844. 
with her family to Texas, where she died in 1862. 


The mother moved 


he engaged very successfully in farming, and in 
1876, he began merchandising, which he has since 
followed. He was married in 1849 to Margara 
Atkins, and they are the parents of seven living 
children: Thomas, William, Charles, Leander. 
Richard, Wiley and Victoria. The father and 
mother are both members of the Methodist Epis- 
ecopal Church. Mr. Nash belongs to the Masonic 
fraternity; he owns a great deal of property in 
Jonesboro, and as a business man has been very 
successful. In 1880 he was elected county treas- 
urer, which office he filled satisfactorily to his con- 
stituents. He is one of the leading business men 
of the town. 

Francis M. Newcom and Robert T. Wallace 
are both natives of Kentucky, the former born in 
Crittenden County, October 15, 1855, the latter 
in what is now Webster County, August 27, 1847, 
They are now prosperous and representative farm- 
ers of Craighead County, Ark. Francis M. Neweom 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





is a son of W. D. and M. E. (Heath) Newcom, na- | 


tives of Kentucky, who later settled in Webster 
County, where both parents died. Francis M. 
came to Arkansas in 1882, and three years later to 
his present residence. He has cleared and now 
has under cultivation seventy-five acres of good 
land. October 12, 1882, he was united in mar- 
riage with Eliza Wallace, born and reared in Ken- 
tucky, and to this union have been born four chil- 


| The father died in 1857. 


dren: Ivy Lillie, Nannie D., Lee E., and Rosa | 


Beile (deceased). 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church. 


Mr. Newcom is a prominent 
Rob- 


ert T. Wallace is the eldest of the six children | 
born to the union of Col. Benjamin P. Wallace and | 
The father was | 


Eliza Bruce, natives of Kentucky. 
a farmer in his native State, and in the Civil War 
enlisted in the Confederate service, in which he was 
colonel. He died July 12, 1870, the mother hay- 
ing previously died July 16, 1869. Robert T. was 
reared in Kentucky, and lived with his father until 
his death, when he bought the old homestead, 
on which he resided until he came to Arkansas, in 
1882. He had been deputy sheriff for one year, 
and sheriff for two. 
Arkansas, except one year spent in Howell County, 
Mo., and he moved to his present location Christ- 
mas of 1887. He owns several tracts of land, and 
has a well-cultivated farm. 
married Annie Moore, also a native of Kentucky, 
and a daughter of Allen Moore. They had grown 
up together in the same county. The fruits of this 
union have been four children, only one living, 
Maude. Those deceased are Florence, died in 
1885, at the age of nine years; Molly, died when 


five years of age, and Willie, who died at three | 


years of age. The parents are both consistent 
Christians, the father a member of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, and the mother of the Meth- 
odist Church. Mr. Wallace is a member of the 
I. 0. O. F. 

Rev. William J. Newton, one of the leading 
citizens of Buffalo Island, was born on the place 


where he now lives, March 3, 1849, and is the son | 


of John Newton, who was born in Tennessee, and 
reared near Nashville. 
came to Arkansas in 1St1, and here married Cather- 





Since 1882 he has resided in | 


July 17, 1875, he | 


‘rude, William J. and John R. 


ine Lamb, the mother of our immediate subject. 
William J. attained his 
majority on the Island where he had always lived, 
and served for seven months in the Confederate 
ranks. He lost his right limb in New Madrid, 
Mo., in 1865. In September, 1880, 
Martha L. Towers were married. She was a na- 
tive of Arkansas, born on Crowley’s Ridge, this 
county. The fruits of this union have been six 
children: Minerva A., Bertha, Charies J., Gert- 
Mr. Newton has 
a farm of 200 acres, with 124°under cultivation, 
is an energetic man and has cleared all but eight 
of this himself. In 1874 he professed 
religion, in 1876 was licensed to preach, and in 
1880 was ordained a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. At first he had charge of a 
circuit for two years, 1880 to 1882; but since that 
time has been stationed, and has labored zealously 
in the cause of Christ, doing much good through- 
out this section. By his kindness to the poor, and 
generosity to his fellow-men, as well as by his fer- 


he and 


acres 


| vent piety, he has attained an enviable popularity. 








Yo better his fortune, he | 
| died three years later. 


W. W. Nisbett, lumber dealer and manufact- 
urer of brick, etc., is a native of Lancaster County, 
S. C., born October 14, 1836. His parents, James 
and Jane Y. (Rogers) Nisbett, natives of South 
Carolina, were of Irish descent, the grandfather, a 


_ native of Ireland, having been an early immigrant 


to South Carolina. The paternal grandfather, Jo- 
siah Nisbett, was a soldier of the Revolution, and 
he and all the grandparents lived and died in South 
Carolina. James Nisbett emigrated with his fam- 
uly to Coffee County, Tenn., in 1844, and three 
years later to Monroe County, Miss., thence to 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1850, and in 1852 came to 
what is now Craighead County, Ark., locating 


| where Jonesboro now stands. He was a farmer 


and mechanic, and followed both occupations for 
several years; made the first improvements and 
built the first frame house in Jonesboro. He then 
kept a hotel in Jonesboro for some time, and in 
1867 moved to Pike County, where he resided for 
five years, then returned to this county, where he 
1SS4. The mother 
They were the parents of 


remained until his death in 
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six children, five now living, four sons and one 
daughter: William W., John G. R., Benjamin F., 
Joseph A. and Sarah, widow of P. H. Winke. 


very poor, his education was necessarily very lim- 
ited. However, since arriving at maturer years, 
he has closely applied himself to study, and is now 
a self educated man. 
age when he came with his parents to Craighead 
County, and had learned from his father the car- 


penter’s trade, and intelligent farming. His early 


life was devoted mainly to mercantile business un- 


for many years a furniture dealer and undertaker. 





William O’Guinn. 
of Craighead County, none are more worthy of 


Among the pioneer settlers 


| special mention than the subject of this sketch, 
William W. was but eight years of age when he — 
left his native State, and, school advantages being — 


who came with his parents to this State in 1836, 
when, before the encroachment of civilization, wild 


game was plentiful. He was a great hunter in his 


| youth, making this sport the means of his support. 


He was eighteen years of | 


_ Volunteer State,”’ 


He was born in Perry (now Decatur) County, Tenn., 
May 17, 1827, and is a son of Daniel and Mar- 
garet (Anderson) O’Guinn, natives of the *‘ Old 
who were reared and married 
in that State, and in 1836 came with their three 


| sons and daughter and grandfather Anderson and 
til the late war, and after the surrender, he was | 


While in business, he was three times burned out, — 


but was by no means discouraged by his misfor- 
tunes. After the fire of 1886, he closed out what 
remained of his stock. and turned his attention to 
his milling business. He has been for twenty years 
engaged in the milling and lumber business, also 
handling grain, and is now engaged in the man- 


a part of his family, to Arkansas. All located first 
on Crowley’s Ridge in Greene (now Craighead) 
County, and Daniel O’Guinn opened up a splen- 
did farm in the timber, near where Jonesboro is 
now situated, where he reared his family and died 
in 1859. His wife followed him in 1872. Both 


| were very worthy citizens and members of the 


ufacture of brick, making from 35,000 to 40,000 — 


per day. Having a nice farm in the suburbs of 
Jonesboro, he also gives some attention to agricult- 
ural pursuits. In 1882, he began the study of law, 


has been the leader of the Republican party since 
the war, and has been identified with all its meet- 
ings and important moves. He was elected sheriff 


Methodist Episcopal Chureh. They were the par- 
ents of thirteen children, ten of whom lived to be 
grown, but only two, William, the oldest child, 
and the youngest child, Martha, now the wife of 


Henry Haze, are now living. Willaim O’ Guinn 


_ began life on his own responsibility when nineteen 
and in 1884 was admitted to the bar, and has since 
been engaged in the practice of his profession. He | 


of Craighead County in 1866, and served until | 


1872; was also sheriff in 1865 under military order. 
He has held the offices of county supervisor, presi- 
dent of the board of supervisors, county assessor, 
sheriff, collector, postmaster, assessor of internal 
revenue, and deputy United States marshal. In 
1858 he was united in marriage with Mary Mattix, 


whom are living: Elizabeth (wife of J. R. Smith), 
Mattie (wife of H. H. Houghton), William S., 
Alice, Delia A., Minnie M. and George E. Mr. 
Nisbett is a member of the Masonic fraternity, is 
Master of the Blue Lodge, and High Priest of 
the Chapter. He belongs to the I. O. O. F., and 
also to the Eastern Star. 


years of age, married and settled on a timbered 
place near the old homestead. He cleareda small 
farm, but kept eighteen or twenty hunting dogs, 
and spent most of his time hunting, often spend- 
ing the whole night in this occupation, sometimes 
with the Indians ascompanions. Four years later 
he sold his farm, and improved another which two 
years later he likewise sold; then bought a small 
partly improved farm, afterward clearing forty 
additional acres, and here he resided until the 
breaking out of the late war, when he moved with 


_ his family to Scott County, Mo., remaining there 
and they are the parents of ten children, seven of | 


about 120 acres. 


until 1866, when he returned to the old home 
place and resumed his farming. In 1869 he came 
to his present place of residence, on Big Bay, 
where he owns 800 acres of land, and has improved 
His farm is well stocked and 
Mr. O’ Guinn 
has been married four times, and is the father of 


bears every evidence of prosperity. 


' twenty-four children, and twelve of them are now 
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living. He was married to his present wife (Calli- 
donia Coleman) in 1883, and she is the mother of 
four children, two deceased. Mr. O’Guinn is: a 
stanch advocate of both church and school, and | 
contributes liberally to their support. Both he 
and Mrs. O’Guinn are members of the Methodist — 
Episcopal Church. 

J. W. Owens, Jr., postmaster at Jonesboro, 
Ark., received his appointment in 1885, and has 
been a most courteous, obliging and efficient offi- 
cial. He was boru in Rutherford County, Tenn., 
February 29, 1856, and isa son of J. W., Sr., and 
Frances H. (Tune) Owens, the father a native of 
Kentucky, and the mother of Virginia. They were | 
married in Rutherford County, Tenn., where their 
parents had immigrated in an early day. J. W. 
Owens, Sr., a blacksmith by trade, came to Craig- 
head County in 1870, and located in Jonesboro, 
where he followed his calling until 1874, when he 
went to Southern Illinois, where he died in 1879. 
The mother died in 1859. She was the mother of 
seven children, J. W. being the only one now liv- 
ing. The father had married three times. By 
his second wife he had one child, Robert H., and 
by his third marriage eight children, six living: 
Joseph E., George W., Lizzie, Jennie, Willie and 
Lura. J. W. Owens, Jr., came with his parents 
to Arkansas when thirteen years of age, and was | 
reared partly in Tennessee and partly in this 
State, receiving his education in the county schools 
of the former and in the Jonesboro schools. Reared 
to farm life, he followed that occupation until 
1881, and then entered the employ of J. B. Colt 
& Son, railroad contractors, and remained with 
them eighteen months. In October, 1883, he 
went into the Jonesboro postotffice as assistant 
postmaster, where he remained in that capacity | 
until he received his appointment as postmaster. 
May 20, 1885, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Nannie E. Hannah, a native of Craighead 
County, and their union has been blessed with two 
children, Mollie and Morris B. Myr. Owens is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
belongs to the K. and L. of H. He is energetic 
and industrious, enjoys an enviable popularity, and 


‘richly deserves the oiticial favor accorded him. 








Oras 


| vives him and now resides on Cane Island. 


Alfred Pagan, one of the leading farmers of 
Cane Island, was born in Meade County, Ky., Feb- 
ruary 8, 1851, and is the son of David and Han- 
nah (Halls) Pagan, the former a native of Vir- 
ginia, the latter of Kentucky. The father was 
reared and educated in Virginia and when a young 
man moved to Kentucky and was there married. 
He remained for several years in Meade County, 
and then removed to Daviess, where he engaged in 
farming until his death in 1864. His wife sur- 
All of 
the family of six sons and two daughters reached 
maturity, but one son, who was a soldier in the Con- 
federate service, and who died since the war. One 


_ brother lives in Kentucky, four brothers and one 


sister on Cane Island, and one sister in Missouri. 
Alfred Pagan was reared in Kentucky and re- 
mained with his mother until bis marriage, Feb- 


| ruary 17, 1872, with Ellen Martin, a native of 
Daviess County, Ky., and a daughter of James and 


Jane Martin, who still reside in Daviess County. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pagan are the parents of six chil- 


_ dren: James, Minnie, Mary, Eva, Alfred and Rosa. 


Two children died in infancy. Mr. Pagan was 


_always a farmer in Daviess County until 1881, 


when he came to Arkansas. He remained one 


_ year at Elmot Landing, Mississippi County, then 


came to Craighead County, selecting the place 
where he now resides. It was then but little im- 
proved; now he has four farms, aggregating 350 
acres, with about 100 acres cleared and improved. 
It is all rich and valuable land and he has on the 
home place two residences and one on each of the 
other farms. Mr. and Mrs. Pagan are members 
of the Missionary Baptist Church, in which Mr. 
Pagan is also a deacon. 

J. M. Penix, whose well-improved farm is sit- 
uated three miles from Jonesboro, is one of the 
progressive, wide-awake citizens of the county. 
He was born in Cherokee County, Ala., November 
12, 1836, and is the son of John and Sallie (Roach) 
Penix, the former a native of Alabama, the latter 
of Shelby County, Tenn. After the death of his 
wife and in the first year of the Civil War, Mr. 
Penix came to Arkansas and located in what is now 
Powell Township, Craighead County, and there 
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resided for three years. In 1865. he moved to 
Louisiana, where he died in 1867. 
teen children born to them, only four are now 
living—our immediate subject being the only one 
in Craighead County. He was reared on a farm, 
and in 1857 came to Arkansas, and in 1860 married 
Elizabeth Albright, a native of Tennessee, whose 
parents were Simpson and Hulda (Snodderly) Al- 
bright—the former is deceased, the latter resides 
with Mr. Penix. In the war of the Rebellion, he 
gave his support to the Confederate cause, serving 
in the Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry for about 
eight months, when he was discharged on account 
of sickness. He re-enlisted in the Trans-Missis- 
sippi department at Little Rock and served another 
twelve months. At the close of the war he re- 
turned to Craighead County and bought eighty acres 
of his present farm of 100 acres, forty of which are 
splendidly improved. Mr. and Mrs. Penix are the 
parents of nine children: Wiley E., William T. 
S. and an infant (deceased), and Eli Thomas (mar- 
ried to Lucinda Raines), Mary Magdalene. James 


Cornelius, Midas Ludella, Samuel Elbert and Scott | 


Hinman. Mr. Penix is a Democrat, has been 
school director for five years, and has given one- 
half acre of his farm for a school-house site. He 
and his wife and oldest son and daughter are active 
members of the Baptist Church. 

David L. Perkins, one of the foremost citizens 
of Craighead County, and a resident of Jonesboro 
Township, was born in Fayette County, Tenn., 
October 17, 1845, and is the son of William H. 
Perkins, a native of Virginia, who emigrated from 
the ‘‘Old Dominion’’ to Tennessee in 1826, and 
Sarah (Wrightsell) Perkins, a native of Tennes- 
see. They had six children, four of whom are 
jiving—three sons and one daughter—and three 
Mary (wife of P. T. 

Mr. Perkins made 


are residents of this county: 
Hudson), D. L. and John W. 


a visit to this State in 1S71, but returned to the | 


old homestead in Fayette County. Tenn., where 
he and his wife still reside, aged seventy-nine and 
David L. spent his 
boyhood on the farm, and received a fair education 
in the common schools of the county. He came 
with his father to this State in 1871, and selected 


sixty-four years, respectively. 


"it as the place of his permanent residence. 
Of the four- 


leaving five children: 


The 
father bought 200 acres of land, and for nine years 
David L. lived on it, but then bought his home- 
stead of 160 acres. He hasa well-cultivated farm, 
with about fifty-five acres improved. December 
26, 1872, he wedded Laura Thurman, a native 
of Fayette County, Tenn., who died in May, 1887, 
Clarence C., Howard L., 
William D., Linnie E. and Ernest D. He was 
again married, October 18, 1887, this time choosing 
Mrs. Nannie E. (Fuller) Falls, a resident of this 
county. The result of this union has been one 
boy, Edward Cecil. Mr. Perkins is prominent in 
religious and educational interests, and in polities 
is a stanch Democrat. He is a member of the 
Christian Church, and is an elder of the Hope 
Church of that denomination. Mrs. Perkins is a 
benevolent Christian lady, and also a member of 
the Christian Church at Hope. 

J. D. Phillips was born in Pike County, Ga., 
December 1, 1828, and is a son of Thomas G. 
and Mary L. (Sessions) Phillips, both natives of 
South Carolina. They made their residence in 
Georgia, where the father died in 1867. The 


| mother’s death occurred in 1868, while on her way 


to this State. They had twelve children, six of 
whom are living, but only one, the subject of this 
sketch, in this State. 
farm until fifteen years of age, when he learned 
the machinist’s trade at Savannah, Ga., and after 
nine or ten months engaged in the saw and grist- 
mill business in Georgia, Tennessee and Kentucky. 
He came to Craighead County, Ark., in March of 
1861, and followed blacksmithing until 1S71. He 
went to Phillips County. where he remained but 
two years, and then returned to Craighead, and 
has since then been engaged in farming, at which 


James D. was reared on a 


he has been very successful. He has been an ex- 
tensive land holder in both this 
Counties, and at present owns a farm of 320 acres, 


and Poinsett 
forty of which are under cultivation. He operated 
the first saw-mill in Craighead County, thus in- 
troducing one of the leading industries, and is one 
of the oldest and most experienced mill men in the 
eounty. He was married, September 9, 1552, at 
Chattanooga, Tenn., to Sarah A. McLemore, a 
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native of East Tennessee. 
blessed with nine children: Josephine, Thomas, 
James A. (was married to Melinda McCarty), 
Henry C., Mary and Alonzo, all deceased, and 
Eliza Virginia, Vestie A. and William R. Mrs. 
Phillips and two daughters are members of the 
Christian Valley Church. Mr. Phillips is a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and is greatly in- 
terested in religious and educational matters. He 
belongs to the Agricultural Wheel, and was among 
the first and is one of the most prominent Wheelers 
in the county. 

Albert Pierce, of Jonesboro Township, is the 
oldest living settler, in point of location, in Craig- 
head County and Northeast Arkansas. He was 
born in Giles County, Tenn., September 12, 1826, 
and is the sonof John Pierce, also a native of Ten- 
nessee, who came to Arkansas in 1831, locating in 


Poinsett (now Craighead) County. He was one of 


_the first settlers of the county, and took a deep 


and active interest in its early formation. Though 
a farmer by occupation, he hunted much in early 
days, and devoted much time to stock raising. 
He at one time owned 320 acres of land. His wife 
was Nancy Maguire, also a native of Tennessee, 
and of their ten children, seven are now living, 
four daughters and three sons, all residents of this 
county. The father is dead, but the mother is 
still living in full possession of all her mental and 
physical faculties. She is eighty-three years of 
age, and resides with her daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cacry, widow of John Cacry. Albert Pierce was 
but six years of age when he came with his father 
to this county, and has lived within ten miles of 
his present farm for almost sixty years. He had 
no educational opportunities in childhood, but has 
been an energetic farmer and stock raiser all his 
life, the result of which is a large farm of 180 
acres, with 100 under cultivation. He is a mem- 
ber of the Agricultural Wheel, and is a Democrat. 
In 1844 he was married to Rebecca Simmons, a 
daughter of Joseph and Sarah Simmons, residents 
of this county. Of the ten children born to them 
nine are yet living. They are Mary, wife of 
Franklin Lee; Franklin, married Caroline Howell; 


David, married Mrs. Emily Smith; Samuel, mar- 


Their union has been | 


_is esteemed for his strict integrity, 


_ August 27, 


OF ARKANSAS. 








ried Jane Lusk; John, married Mrs. Harriet Smith; 
Joseph, married Sarah Smith; Nancy, wife of 
Thomas Sheffield; Calvin and George. Mr. Pierce 
and has at- 
tained a reputation among his many friends which 
will live after him. 

Robert W. Rains, a leading farmer of Jones- 
boro Township, resides on his well-improved farm 
three miles north of Jonesboro. 
natives of Tennessee, 


His parents were 
in which State he was born 
1847. His father, Hugh G. Rains, 
came to Craighead County, Ark. in the year 1871, 
locating in Powell Township on a farm of 270 
acres, 100 of which are improved, and resided 
there until his death in 1872. He was a Mason 
and was buried with Masonic honors. In his po- 
litical convictions, he espoused the cause of the 
Democratic party. He was married to Margaret 
A. McCarns, who still resides on the old home- 
stead; and of this union fourteen children were the 
issue, of whom the following reached their majority: 
Sarah, Cathaline, Robert W., John M., Neal 
B., James F., Alantha C., Margaret E. and Mar- 
garet Ann and Lucinda J. (twins). Robert W. 
Rains was reared in Tennessee, and was there 
married November 6, 1866, to Margaret E. Stiles, 
a native of Tennessee, whose parents were Evan 
and Polly Stiles, 
still residing in Tennessee. 
father for two years, 


the latter deceased, the former 
He lived with his 
then bought a farm near 
Herndon and remained there for the same period. 
Then he bought eighty acres of land near his moth- 
er, and after three years there, went back to Ten- 
nessee for a year. Returning to Arkansas, he en- 
gaged in the saw and grist-mill business in Powell 
He then bought his 
present farm of 120 acres, and on this and his 
farm of 128 acres has about sixty under cultiva- 
tion. Mr. 
his second wife was Margaret M. Albright, 


Township for two years. 


Rains has been married three times, 
and 
his present wife who is a pious lady and a member 
of the Methodist Church, South, was Eugenia O. 
Grigsby. Mr. Rains has had five children: Lee 
Etta, Cicero D., Margaret E., Ida C. (deceased) 
and Kenneth W. He is a Mason, and a member 
of the Missionary Baptist Chureh, has always 
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been a Democrat in politics, and was elected in 
1888 justice of the peace of Jonesboro Township. 
Emmet Rodgers, editor of the 


_ of North Carolina, where they were reared, edu- 


| cated and married. 
Craighead | 


County Sun, is the oldest son of Calvin and Al- | 
' Southern cause, and serving valiantly in the Con- 


media Rodgers, and was born in Jonesboro, Ark., 
September 21, 1866. He attended the common 
schools of Jonesboro until thirteen years of age, 
and went the term of 1581-82 to the Judson Uni- 
versity. Until sixteen years of age, he engaged 
in farm work, and assisted his parents in the 
hotel. For three years he was a railroad brake- 
man, and in the winter of 1887-88, engaged as 
clerk in general mercantile business in Florida. 


Returning home in May, he became interested | 


with Wrenn & Pheips, in publishing the Craig- 
head County Sun, and January 18, 1889, became 
sole proprietor of that paper. He 


Jonesboro’s popular and promising young business | 
men, and has the talent and ability to accomplish | 
| Mrs. Edosia J. Hawthorne. 


whatever he may undertake. 


H. ©. Roy, a prominent and substantial planter — 
since 1869. 


of Craighead County, Ark., was born in the 
county, and is one of its leading citizens. His 
father, Jesse L. Roy, also a successful farmer, 
was born in Tennessee, in 1828. He married 
Emily C. Courtney, a native of Mississippi. In 
the Mexican War he was a valiant soldier, and in the 
late war was a captain in the Confederate ser- 
He participated in several engagements, 
He is a mem. 


vice. 
Helena being the most important. 
ber of the Masonic Lodge and has occupied many 
of its official chairs, and is also connected with 
the Agricultural Wheel. Both he and his wife are 
highly respected citizens, and are zealous members 
of the Methodist Church. 
sterling worth in the community, strong in his 
political views and his convictions of right; and 


as the fruits of his industry has a farm of 100. 
acres, about half of which is in a splendid state | 
_ occupation, and had married Lucinda 


of cultivation. 

William D, Safley is well known and highly re- 
spected throughout Buffalo Island Township as 
one of its worthy and intelligent citizens, public- 


spirited and of sterling integrity. He was born in 


Stanley County, N. C., in 1851, and is a son of | 


William B. and Mary Ann (Biles) Satley, natives 


In 1859 they came to East 
Tennessee, locating on a farm in Cocke County, 
where he died, but not until after espousing the 


federate army. The mother and family came to 


| Craighead County, Ark., in 1869, and located in 
- Powell Township, where they remained for several 


years. 


| May 22 of the same year. 


In 1881 Mrs. Satley started for Oregon, 
where she died the day after reaching Eugene City, 
She was a member of 


| the Baptist. Church, and well liked by all who 


is one of | 


Mr. Roy is a man of 


| April 14, 1839. 


born and reared in Georgia. 


' whom live in this county. 


knew her. Mr. and Mrs. Safley were the parents 
of nine children, all of whom lived to maturity, 
and eight of whom are still living. They were Mrs. 
Sarah E. Jackson (deceased), Thomas F., Mrs. 
Mary L. Heritage, Alexander W., William D. (the 
immediate subject of this sketch), Julius H., Mrs. 
Rebecca E. Cox, Mrs. Margaret A. Yarbrough and 
William D. is the 
fifth child, and has made his home in this State 
When twenty-four years of age he 
chose as his life companion Anna E. Stoddard, a 
native of this State, who died March 16, SSS, leav- 
ing a family of five children: David E. (deceased), 
Sarah M., Joseph F., Rosa Lee and Lillie May. 
Mr. Safley has since married Mrs. Sarah E. Meach- 
jem, nee Foster, a native of Tennessee, who was 
the mother of two children by her former marriage. 
One of them, Willie, is deceased; the other, James 
E., lives with his parents. Mrs. Satiey is a zeal- 


ous member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Mr. Safley made a trip to Oregon and other points 
in 1888, and has seen a great deal of the world. 
L. J. Salmons, a substantial farmer of Craig- 
head County, was born in Cherokee County, Ala., 
His father, Jeremiah M. Sal- 
mons, who was a native of Franklin County, Ga., 
and was educated in that State, was a farmer by 
Waters, 
Jeremiah M. Sal- 
mons had five sons and five daughters, four of 
In politics he was a 
Whig. L. J. Salmons was educated in Alabama 
at the Lawrence school, and while yet a young 


man came to Arkansas. In 1862 he entered the 
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Confederate service, and was in several engage- 


ments, receiving a number of wounds. He was 


discharged in May of 1865, when he returned | 


home to his farm and devoted himself to its im- 
provement. December 19, 1867, he was united in 
marriage with Nancy Christian, a native of Craig- 
head County, Ark., born December 26, 1846, and 
both he and his wife are zealous members of the 
Baptist Church, and ccntribute liberally to its sup- 
port. Mr. Salmons has about 1,850 acres of good 
land, about 100 of which is very rich soil and the 
best farming land. He has been justice of the 
peace in Poinsett County, and has been for five 
years a member of the schoo] board of directors. 
He is a prominent member of the Agricultural 
Wheel, of which he was president for one year. 
Having made a thorough study of mineralogy and 
the locating of all kinds of minerals, and having 


made research throughout the State and discovered | 


gold and other metals in more or less paying quan- 
tities, he may be considered expert in all such 
matters. 

Anderson M. Self, a young and prosperous 
planter of Craighead County, was born on Crow- 
ley’s Ridge in 1856. His father, Noble Self, was 
a native of Alabama, but has been a resident of 
Craighead County since 1840, at which time his 
parents located on ‘‘ The Ridge,’’ where he grew 
to manhood and married Miss Emily Mountz, a 
native of Illinois. He was a soldier in the Mexi- 
ean War, and served in the Confederate army 
during the War of the Rebellion, seeing consid- 
erable active service in both wars. Three chil- 
dren were born to his union with Miss Mountz: 
Thomas, Anderson M. and one that died in in- 
fancy. Mrs. Self died July 3, 1858, and Mr. 
Self, by a subsequent marriage, is the father of 
ten children. He is still a resident of Craighead 


. . y ! 
County, and one of its earliest and best-known 


citizens. Anderson M. was reared upon his 
father’s farm, receiving but a rudimentary educa- 
tion. He began life’s duties for himself at twen- 
ty-one years of age, with no capital, but plenty of 
energy and native ability. He located on his pres- 
ent place in the fall of 1879, and soon after was 


united in marriage with Miss Rebecca, daughter 


| of Allen Smith, and a native of Georgia. To this 


union have been born three children: Wilham., 
Maude and James. Mr. Self owns 234 acres of 
land, with 135 under cultivation. He also owns and 
operates a cotton-gin, which, in 1887, turned out 


124 bales, and, in 1888, 205 bales. He is a push- 


ing, energetic and thrifty farmer and business man, 


and has, for the most part, gained what he has by 
his own endeavors. Mrs. Self is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Stephen Sheltcn, an enterprising farmer and 
influential] citizen of Craighead County, Ark., was 
born in Jackson County, Miss., September 22, 
1826. His parents, Stephen and Matilda (Martin) 
Shelton, both natives of the ‘‘Old Dominion,”’ 
were of Welsh and German descent. Stephen 
Shelton, Sr., a physician by profession, in 1828 
moved his family to Arkansas, and located in St. 
Francis County, but being displeased with the 
locality, removed to Mississippi. Later he came 
again to Arkansas, this time selecting a situation 


_ at the mouth of Big Bay, near the site of Witts- 


burg. After practicing his profession there for a 
year, he moved fifty miles, near where Harrisburg 
is now located, twenty years later to near the 
southern line of this county, where after two years 
he died. He was one of the earliest and most 
noted physicians of Arkansas, then a Territory. and 
patients from hundreds of miles around were 
brought to him for medical and surgical aid. He 
is the father of seven children, but only one is now 
living, one having died before and five after the 
After the husband's 
death, the mother brought her family to Craighead 
County, and here resided until 1863, when trouble 
over the Civil War caused her death. She was about 
seventy years old. Stephen Shelton was mostly 
reared in the Territory and State of Arkansas, his 
widowed mother giving him the best education the 


father’s coming to Arkansas. 


He had no taste for medicine 
or surgery, but was reared on a farm and has been 


country afforded. 
engaged in farming all his life. He now owns 197 
acres of land five miles south of Jonesboro, about 


While 


this section was a portion of Poinsett County, Mr. 


ninety acres of which are under cultivation. 


Shelton was deputy internal improvement com- 
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missioner, was also deputy sheriff and constable, 
and for four years a preacher of the Christian 
denomination. He was once offered license, but 
not deeming himself sufficiently qualified, he 
thought best to decline. Mr. Shelton is and has 
always been a Republican in politics, and has once 
been constable of Jonesboro Township. He mar- 
ried Mahalia McCracken, daughter of Aquilla and 
Nancy (Lane) McCracken, and to them have been 
born the foliowing named children: Matilda J., wife 


| 





moved to his present location, where he entered 
eighty acres of land and has since added 200 acres. 
The ground was covered with adense forest, so that 
he and Sol MeDaniel took axes and cut a road to 
enable him to move to his home. By energy, 


~ economy and thrift, he has cleared over 150 acres 


of L. T. McDanield, of Gilkerson; Eliza P., wife | 


of G. Edgar, residing near Jonesboro; Mary A., 
wife of Prof. Walter E. Dean, educator, of Smith 
County, Tex.; Thomas B., Nancy J., George W., 
Louisa, Belle, Stephen A., Francis M. N. and 
William D. Mr. Shelton was quite a noted and 
successful hunter of early times. 


He is a member | 


of the I. O. O. F., a practical and self-made man, — 
and one of the county’s earliest and most worthy | 


citizens. 

William Stephen Shores, a prominent planter 
of Jonesboro Township, was born in Poinsett 
County, January 17, 1842. His father, a retired 
farmer of the same township, and one of the 


| Nelson, a native of Mississippi. 
Zachariah and Susannah (Cornelius) Suffell, came 


oldest settlers in what is now Craighead County, | 
was born in St. Clair County, Ala., March 2, 1815. | 
The paternal grandparents were William and Mary | 
(Pipes) Shores, natives most probably of Alabama. 


William Shores was a soldier under Gen. Jackson, 


and fought in the battle of New Orleans, was | 


taken sick in that city and died in 1815. 


His | 


widow subsequently removed with the family to | 
Wayne County, Ill., near the Little Wabash River, | 
where she died about 1825. About 1830 the family | 


(now Craighead) County. In those early 
game was very plentiful, and Calvin—then about 
fifteen years of age—worked hard on the farm and 
had great sport hunting all kinds of wild game. 
Memphis, the nearest trading point, being seventy- 
five miles, they had to grate corn and beat it in 
mortars to get corn-meal, and were subject to the 
many hardships and privations incident to pioneer 
life. When he grew to manhood, he bought 160 
acres of land in Poinsett County, where he lived 
twenty-five years. 


/ anda charitable lady. 


of land and become one of the foremost farmers of 
He now owns 160 acres, having 
He has lived in 


the county. 
given to his boys the remainder. 
Arkansas about sixty years, but this last vear 
gave up the cultivation of the farm tc his youngest 
son, Andrew. He has been married four times, his 
last marriage being with Mrs. Emmaline (Suffell) 
Her parents, 


to Arkansas about thirty-two years ago, locating 
two miles southwest of Jonesboro. The mother 
died February 6, 1854, and the father July 4, 
1871. Mr. Shore has been the father of sixteen 
children: William S. (subject of this sketch), mar- 
ried and living on part of the old homestead; Levi, 
married to Olie Hopkins, living near the home 
stead; Webb. married to Lane Shelton; Mary, wife 
of William McGown; Eliza, wife of Lewis Lynch; 
Alice, wife of Sam Gridsinger; George married 
to Edna Nealy: Thomas and Andrew, living. He 
has thirty grandchildren and two great-grandchil- 
dren (one living). Mrs. Shore was formerly a 
a member of the Methodist Church, but isnow a 
member of the Christian Church, of which her 
husband has been a member for about twelve 
years. William Stephen Shores resided with his 
father until his marriage with Aily MeGown, who 


died a few years later. He then married Fanny 


came to Arkansas Territory and located in Poinsett _H. Duke. To them have been born eight children, 


days | 


Alivia H.., 
Shores is a 


five living: John C., Marshall A., 
Thomas H. and Laudie L. Mrs. 

member of the Baptist Church, a devout Christian 
Mr. Shores owns a well- 


_ improved farm, is a Republican in politics, and 
| was a member of Company A, Thirteenth Arkan- 


Just before the Civil War he | 


sas Infantry, serving in Col. Lyle’s regiment about 
seventeen months. Having had but limited educa- 
tional advantages themselves, and realizing its 
great importance, both he and his wife are striving 


to give their children a thorough education. 
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John M. Sipes, a lumber manufacturer of Buf- | Finch, still resides on the old homestead. William 
falo Island, is a native of Missouri, born in Bu- | 


chanan County, July 18, 1840. His parents, Eli 
and Christina (Rhynes) Sipes, the former born and 
reared in Pennsylvania, the latter in South Caro- 
lina, were married in Perry County, Mo. Mr. 
Sipes was one of the pioneer settlers of Buchanan 
County, Mo., having gone there in 1830. In 1856 
he moved to Greene County and remained there 
until his death in 1859. John M. grew to manhood 
in Missouri, and resided in Buchanan, Perry, 
Greene, Webster and Barton Counties. He re- 
mained on the home farm until his father’s death. 
In 1861 he entered the Confederate service, enlist- 
ing in the Eighth Arkansas Infantry, and served 
until the final surrender. 
battles of Shiloh, Perryville, Murfreesboro, Chat- 
tanooga, and many lesser engagements. He was 
service. 
Arkansas, then went to Missouri. In 1866 he set- 
tled in Craighead County, Ark., where he has since 
resided. When, in 1568, be bought his present 
farm, it was but little improved; now he has 120 
acres, 112 under fence, with a very good house and 
out buildings. Mr. Sipes began operating a grist- 
mill and cotton-gin in 1881, which burned down in 
1887. He then put up a steam saw-mill and cot- 
ton-gin, which has proved a very successful enter- 
prise. In the spring of 1865 he married Nancy J. 


After the war he remained for a time in | 


He participated in the | 
_ children: 


S. Skelton is the second of the family of twelve 
children, seven of whom are now living, three hav- 
ing died in infancy and the others after reaching 
maturity. He grew up in Craighead County and 
began farming on his own responsibility when 


_ nineteen years of age, when, July 6, 1876, he mar- 


ried Dora A. Goss, a native of this State, who died 
the next year, 1877. He farmed on the homestead 
some time and in 1879 settled on his present farm, 
then in heavy timber. Now he has under cultiva- 
tion forty-eight acres of splendid land, and has 
built him a good home. He also owns one-quar- 
ter interest in the Lumsford & Co. cotton-gin. 
For his second wife he chose Rebecca E. Richard- 
son, and their union has been blessed with four 


Jodella, Jonathan N., James T. and 


| Paul W. Mr.Skelton is progressive and influential, 
never wounded, taken prisoner, nor lost a day from | 


| 


and his wife is a member of the Methodist Church. 
Allen Springer, merchant and postmaster at 


| Lake City, and a prominent farmer of Buffalo 
| Island, is a native of Indiana, born in Crawford 


Smith, a native of Kentucky, whose parents died | 


while she was yet a child. This union has been 
blessed with six children: Joel, Serena, George 
W., Rose Ann, Julia C. and Henry. 
a member of the IJ. O. O. F., and has held all the 
chairs of the subordinate lodge. 

William S. Skelton. was born in Tennessee, 
July i4, 1857, and is now one of the leading 
farmers and stock raisers of Buffalo Island. His 
parents were John M. and A. C. (Stoddard) Skel- 
ton, natives of Alabama. The family came to 
Arkansas in 1860, locating near Wittsburg, where 
they remained for about four years and then came 
to Craighead County, locating first on Cane Island 
and later on Butfalo Island. Here Mr. Skelton 
died in 1882, and his wife, since married to G. W. 


County, of that State, January 4, 1843. His 
parents, Elihu and Mahulda (Pearson) Springer, 
both natives of Indiana, were reared and married 
in that State, and there resided until the death of 
the former in 1852. 
her husband, who was a prominent farmer and 


Mrs. Springer still survives 


esteemed by all as a worthy citizen of the county. 
Allen Springer, at his father’s death a boy nine 
years of age, grew to manhood in his native county, 


receiving his education at the county schools; and 
_in July of 1861 enlisted in the Indiana Infantry, 


Mr. Sipes is | 


and served until mustered out at Indianapolis, 


July 29, 1865. 


He participated in many engage- 


_ ments, among them Shiloh, Champion’s Hill, siege 


| eame to Arkansas. 


and surrender of Vicksburg, siege and surrender 
of Atlanta, was with Sherman in his memorable 
march to the sea, and his last engagement at 
“Goldsboro. During his entire service he received 
but one slight wound, at the siege of Vicks- 
burg. He participated in the grand review at 
Washington, and when peace was restored re- 
turned to Indiana, and engaged in boating on the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers until 1870, when he 


He located in Lee County and 
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there engaged in milling for two years, then went hogs. He is a Mason, and amember of the Grange, 
to Howard County, Kas., and farmed one year, then — 
_ he and his wife, who is a member of the Methodist 
falo Island. Here he followed farming until 1880, | 
when he moved to Lake City, where he continued | 


came to Craighead County, Ark., locating on Buf- 


the same occupation. 


In 1885 he purchased an | 


established mercantile business, and keeps a good | 


stock of dry goods, clothing, boots, shoes, hats, 
caps, implements, ete. 


At merchandising he has | 


been very successful, doing an annual business of | 


$15,000. He was appointed postmaster in 1888. 
June 7, 1867, he was united in marriage with 


Nancy Ellen Walker, a native of Indiana, born and | 
_ boro, now Craighead County, where she died about 


reared in Crawford County. She died in 1886, 


leaving two children, Samuel E. and Percy, both | 


promising young men. Mr. Springer married his 
present wife, whose maiden name was Emily Cum- 
mings, in December, 1887, in Kearney County, 
Kas. She is a native of Indiana, and was in child- 
hood a schoolmate of Mr. Springer. 
sistent member of the Methodist Church. Mr. 


Springer owns one farm of 240 acres on Buffalo 


place has 238 acres, with about eighty under cul- 


tivation. He has also 200 acres of timbered land. 


and is popular among his many friends. Both 
Church, are liberal to all progressive enterprises. 
Arnold Stotts. Joshua and Rebecca (Thomas) 
Stotts, the paternal grandparents of our subject, 
were natives of Virginia and North Carolina, re- 
spectively, and after their marriage remained some 
time in Virginia, and in 1810 went to Wilson 
County, Tenn., and in 1827 went farther west to 
Perry County, where the husband died the same 
year. Mrs. Stotts married a second time, and 
about 1850 came to Arkansas, locating near Jones- 


Of the 
nine children born to this union only one is now 


1853 at the age of ninety-eight years. 


living, William Stotts, one of the oldest and most 
highly respected citizens of the island. He was 
| born in Wythe County, Va., in 1802, and, being 


She is a con- | 
grew to manhood in Tennessee. 


but a child when his parents moved to Tennessee, 
In 1843, he came 


_ by wagon to Arkansas, and located in what is now 
Island, with 125 acres cleared, and in his home | 
/ mained till 1878, when he moved to Buffalo Island, 


| where he has since resided. 


All this property and all that he has, he owes to his © 


own perseverance, industry and excellent manage- 
ment. 
of the Lake City lodge. 

John H. Stephens is a substantial farmer of 


| 


He is a Royal Arch Mason, and is Master | 


Craighead County, and was born in Bedford Coun- | 
ty, Tenn., June 7, 1826. His father, Wiley Steph- | 


ens, was a native of North Carolina, and a very 
successful farmer until his death in 1873. His 
mother, Mildred (Carlisle) Stephens, was also a na- 
tive of North Carolina, and both she and her hus- 
band lived consistent Christian lives, and were 
members of the Baptist Church. After her hus- 


band’s death, she was married to H. Smith, and | 


died in 1886. 
eight children, only two others, William S. and 
He has 295 
acres of land, half of which is very rich farming 
land, and of this he has cleared about eighty acres. 
He also gives much attention to stock raising, and 


Leander, the youngest, now living. 


J. H. Stephens was the eldest of | 


Craighead County, below Jonesboro, where he re- 


He was tirst married 
in 1830 to Frances Thomason, a native of North 
Carolina, who died February 12, 1877, aged fifty- 
three years. By this union there were nine chil- 
dren, four of whom are still living: Arnold, Eliz- 
abeth (widow of John Garrett), Wiley and Mrs. 
Sarah Randson. Those deceased are William, 
Rebecca A., John and two infants. Mr. Stotts’ 
second wife was Mrs. Tempie Cannon, nee Morgan, 
and both of them are members of the Baptist 
Church. Mr. Stotts has a small farm of forty 
acres, with twenty-eight under cultivation, which 
he cultivates himself and upon which he makes his 
living and clears about S000 per year. Arnold 
Stotts, the oldest child of William, and the imime- 
diate subject of this sketch, is a merchant and 
farmer of Stottsville and also owner and proprietor 
He was 
born in Perry County, Tenn., in October, 1831, 


of a cotton-gin and saw and grist-mill. 


and was but twelve years of age when his parents 


' came to this State. July 1S, 1851, he was united in 


owns many fine horses, mules, and Poland-China | 


marriage with Cynthia Mattox, born near Gaines- 
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ville, Ark., and daughter of Edward Mattox. This 
union has been blessed with five children: Mary 
Ann (wife of J. Tonson), James, Amanda (wife of 


Richard Mangrum), William and Alabama (wife of | 


Walter Skelton). All are married and live around 
the home place. After his marriage Mr. Stotts lo- 
cated near Jonesboro, and in 1863 moved to Butfalo 


Island, and in 1881 to his present place. He owns 


580 acres of land, and on his home place 320 acres, 
with 109 under cultivation. In 1874 he began 
merchandising, and in 1876 put up a cotton-gin, a 
year later adding a saw and grist-mill. He has 
also a blacksmith:shop. When he located on the 
island there were but four families residing on it, 
and he has killed deer and bears in numbers. He 
raised the first cotton crop ever made on the island, 
and the first year he built his gin, ginned sixty-five 
bales of cotton, and in 1888 ginned 378 bales. He 


is one of the leading citizens of the community, and . 
Mrs. Stotts is a | 
charitable lady and a member of the Methodist — 
_tensively in farming. 


is eminently a self-made man. 


Episcopal Church, South. 

J. M. Stotts, postmaster of Dee, and a farmer 
of Greenfield Township, is a native of Craighead 
County, born December 28, 1842. His parents, 


Andrew J. and Mary Ann (Crowder) Stotts, were | 


among the first settlers of Craighead County, com- 
ing from Tennessee, their native State, in 1836. 
The father died in 1852, the mother five or six 
years later. These parents had nine children, five 
living and residents of this county: William, mar- 
ried to Caroline Pierce; Martha, wife of Abner 


Patterson; A. J. Stotts, married to Mila Ann 


Rickles; Thomas, married to Lena Freeman, and 
J. M. Stotts, the subject of this sketch. Mr. 
Stotts was reared in this county, and received a 
fair common-school education, the war breaking 
out when he was yet a boy. When about seven- 
teen years of age he entered the Confederate army, 
Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry, and served two 
years. On Christmas day, 1865, he was united in 
marriage with Sarah Ann Bishop, a daughter of 
Jones and Margaret (Holland) Bishop, both of 
whom are natives of Georgia, and came to Arkan- 
sas in the spring of 1861. The father is deceased, 
but the mother is still living, and is about fifty 


_ only one now living. 


years of age. To Mr. and Mrs. Stotts were born 
nine children, four of whom are deceased: Abra- 
ham, Hiram, Andy J. and Mary Ann. Theliving 
are William Levi, James Warner, Sarah Ann, 
Marietta and Haittie. 
Stotts has been engaged in farming, and now owns 
a well-improved farm of fifty acres, mostly under 
cultivation. He was for four years a merchant of 
Dee, and in November, 1882, was appointed post- 
master, which office he has since held. He is a 
member of Harrisburg Lodge No. 77, I. O. O. F., 
and both he and his wife are members of the 
Christian Valley Church. 

Albert F. Taylor, one of the most extensive 
farmers and stock dealers of Craighead County, 
was born in Henderson County, Tenn., in 1824. 
His parents, Abner and Mary (Baker) Taylor, 
were natives of East Tennessee, where the father 


Since his marriage Mr. 


was a prosperous and successful farmer. About - 


1820 they moved to Western Tennessee, where, 
being owner of a number of slaves, he engaged ex- 
The father died in the 
‘‘Old Volunteer State,’’ and the mother came with 
her family to Arkansas, where she died a few years 
thereafter. They were the parents of four chil- 
dren, Albert F. being the second child, and the 
He came with his mother to 
Arkansas in 1838, and located on Crowley’s Ridge, 
now in this county, where he remained for six 
years, and then moved to Maumeile Prairie, near 
where he is now living. There he purchased and 
improved a large farm, and remained on it for six- 
teen years, and then came to his present location. 
Since coming to this county he has put in cultiva- 


| tion over 600 acres of land, and now owns over 3, 000 


acres, with about 500 on the home place, where 
there are forty acres in clover and timothy meadow, 
good residence, tenant house, orchards and barns. 


' He has 150 head of eattle, and in connection with 


He was married 
in 1852 to Elizabeth Snodderly, born in Tennessee, 
who is the mother of seven children, one, Jennie, 
deceased. Those living are Alanson L., Fer- 
gus W., William, Albert F., Jr., John P. and 
Thomas W. Mr. Taylor is a member of the A. F. 
& A. M., is a Democrat in politics, and in the late 


his farm operates a cotton-gin. 
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war served eighteen months in the Confederate | 


army. 

D. H. Thorn, of Jonesboro, a prominent and 
prosperous farmer of Craighead County, was born 
in York District, S. C., September 1, 1836. His 


parents, Jesse and Frances (Miller) Thorn, were | 


both natives of South Carolina. The paternal 


‘*The Palmetto State,’” was a farmer by occupa- 
tion, and died in the State of his nativity. The 
maternal grandfather, Jacob Miller, also a farmer, 


four years as deputy sheriff, has been constable 
and justice of the peace, and has been thirteen 
times a candidate for minor offices, and been each 
time elected. He is one of the most extensive land 
owners in the county, and has about 2,000 acres 


of land with 500 under cultivation, and has also a 


large stock farm known as the Miller Mounds. 
grandfather, Hezekiah Thorn, also a native of — 


| of fine stock. 


| fine large saw-mills. 


went from South Carolina to Kentucky, in an J 


early day and there died. 
Calloway County, Ky., about 1838, and in 1844 
came to Craighead (then Poinsett) County, Ark., 
and located twelve miles south of the present site 
of Jonesboro. There he remained until 1850, 
when he removed to what is known as Hast Bot- 
tom, where he settled in the woods, building a lit- 


Jesse Thorn went to | 
| iam T., Dawson H. and John N. 


tle log cabin with clapboard roof and door, and | 


puncheon floor. They were subjected to all the 
privations and hardships incident to pioneer life, 
using all manner of crude contrivances for making 
meal, wearing home-spun and home-made cloth- 
ing, and, with Memphis as the nearest market, 
hauling there all produce with wagons and ox- 
teams. 
in the county, would make his crop and then teach 
a subscription school for the remainder of the 
year. He taught for several years, and died in 
this county in 1873, his wife having died two 
years previously. They were the parents of thir- 
teen children, only six of whom are now living: 
John N., Alsey S., Dawson H., Martha (wife of 
G. W. Hubbs), Sarah (wife of Abraham Brown), 
Caledonia (wife of William Guinn). One brother, 
William, was killed during the war. 


Jesse Thorn was the first school teacher _ 


_ again, to John Baker. 
De. 7 


Thorn was but ten years of age when he came | 
with his parents to Arkansas, and, until his mar- | 


riage, remained with his father assisting in clear- 


in prison at Little Rock. 


ing the farm, and then settled near the old home- | 


stead where he resided 1869. He then 
moved to Jonesboro, where he is now living in his 
In 1874 he was elected 
sheriff of Craighead County, and.was re-elected 


until 


second house in Arkansas. 


each successive election until 1880. He has served 





His especial attention is now given to the raising 
For twelve years he has been en- 
gaged in the manufacture of lumber, owning two 
He was first married in 1358 
to Eliza Ford, a native of Tennessee, and they are 
the parents of three children, all married: Will- 
He was again 
married in 1876, to Cora Henson, also a native of 
Tennessee, a consistent Christian and member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Thorn is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and a leading 
citizen of the county. Having been a pioneer 
citizen, he has witnessed the rapid growth and de- 
velopment of the county, the change from a cane 
brake to the thriving little city of Jonesboro. By 
industry, thrift and economy, he has accumulated 
a competency, and can now enjoy the fruits of his 
toil. 

L. G. Thornton, a farmer of Jonesboro Town- 
ship, has been a resident of Craighead County for 
twenty-five years. He was born in Wayne County, 
Tenn., October 17, 1827. His parents, Hosea and 
Catherine (Hendrix) Thornton, were both natives 
of the old ‘‘ Volunteer State.’’ They were the 
parents of five children, four sons and one daugh- 
ter, L. G. being the second child. The father died 
of consumption when the subject of this sketch was 
nine years of age, and the mother was married 
They moved to Arkansas 
just before the War of the Rebellion, and located 
in Izard County. Myr. Baker gave his life for the 
Confederate cause, was taken prisoner, and died 
The mother died in 
Izard County, in 181, aged seventy-nine years. 
L. G. Thornton was reared on a farm, grew to 
manhood there, and was married November 7, 
1844, to Cynthia Ballard, a native of Hardin Coun- 
ty, Tenn. Her parents were Williford and Cath- 


| erine (Carr) Ballard; the former died in Tennessee, 
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and Mrs. Ballard subsequently removed to Izard 
County, where she died in 1855. They were the 
parents of four children, three daughters and one 


son. Mr. Thornton removed to this Statein 1849, 


coming by wagon and water, and settled ona farm | 


of 160 acres in Izard County, at that time nearly 
all timbered, cleared it up, and lived in that set- 
tlement until 1865. 
federate soldier, being a member of Col. Freeman’s 
regiment, and Capt. Meadows’ company. In 
December of 1864 he started for Craighead County, 
arriving January 1, 1865; rented for one year, 
then bought his present farm of 180 acres, on 
which he has since lived. By dint of hard work 
and perseverance he has cleared about 100 acres, 
most of which he rents, himself at present farming 
only forty acres. Mr. and Mrs. Thornton are the 
parents of ten children, four of them living: Mar- 
tha Ann, Henry C. (married to Amanda Garrett, and 
living in Jonesboro), James M. (married to Mary 
Travis, and lives on the old homestead), Lewis S. 


He served bravely as a Con- 


(married to Mary Wood, and is a prominent physi- 
cian of Big Bay Station). Those deceased were 
Mary, Sparling, William, Lucy and two daughters 
who died in infancy. At the time of his death, 
April 18, 1880, Sparling was a prominent young 
man of twenty-five, and at that time county clerk 
of Cross County. Whilea citizen of Izard County 
Mr. Thornton was justice of the peace and consta- 


ble. He isa Democrat, has held local positions of | 
| December 17, 1848. His father, S. A. Warner, 


honor and trust, and isa practical farmer and pro- 
gressive citizen. 


Francis H. Varner, whose extensive farm is | 


second to but one on Buffalo Island, was born in 
Dunklin County, Mo., September 6, 1842, and is 
the son of Thomas Varner, a native of Georgia. 
The father’s first wife lived but a short time, and 
he was afterward married to Susan Moore, a na- 
tive of Virginia. They were married in Dunklin 
County and there engaged in farming for several 
years, but soon after the birth of Francis H. 
moved to Buffalo Island, in 1544. Here the 
father engaged in farming, besides practicing 
his profession as physician and surgeon until his 
death, July 3, 1876. 
eral years, dying January 30, ISS. 


His wife survived him sey- 


Francis H. | 


is the oldest of the family of seven children—tive 
boys and two girls—all of whom are now living 
and residents of this island. He was actively em- 
ployed on the farm until after his father’s death, 
and educational advantages being at that time very 
He has 
improved several large farms and of SOO acres has 


limited received but a meager education. 


_ about 175 cleared, and has also a good residence 


and out-buildings. In connection with his farm he 
has a cotton-gin and grist-mill. In the latter part 
of the late war he entered the Confederate service, 
and surrendered at Wittsburg, Ark. April 13, 
1867, he married Tennie C. Lambert, who was a 
native of Tennessee, but was reared in Arkansas. 
She died June 10, 1883, leaving the following chil. 
dren: Mary Ann (wife of Dawson Brooks), born 
January 30, 1858; William T., born January 25, 
1870; Corintha J., born October 23, 1873; Tabi- 
tha E., born July 28, 1876, and Ava V., born Au- 
gust 9, 1879. Two chiidren died in infancy. De- 
cember 24, 1855, he was married to Margaret Arm- 
strong, nee Privett, who is a native of Alabama and 
the widow of W. J. Armstrong. She is the daugh- 
ter of A. R. Privett, who was born in North Caro- 
lina March 19, 1806, and died in Union County, 
Miss., December 24, 1877. Mr. Varner is a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church and his wife of the 
Methodist Episcopal. 

S. A. Warner, president of the Bank of Jones- 
boro, is a native of Obion County, Tenn., born 


was born in North Carolina, March 26, 1800, and 
in early life moved to Tennessee, where in 1828 
he was united in marriage with Miss Martha A. 
Mosley, a native of Charlotte County, Va. They 
then resided for several yexrs at Dresden, Weak- 
ley County, Tenn., where the father was an attor- 
ney in early life, and was popular and successful 
in his profession. After retiring from his profes- 
sion, he engaged extensively in agricultural pur- 
suits. In 1859 he came to Craighead County, 
Ark., locating about three and one half miles from 
Jonesboro. Here he purchased a vast amount of 
land, and at his death in October, ISS7, owned 
several hundred acres. He served with distine- 
tion as a soldier under Jackson, and was a major 
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in his army. Mrs. Warner died January 15, 1584. 
They were the parents of ten children, five of 
whom are now living: Martha A. (widow of Dr. 
J. D. Hillis), Mary S. (widow of W. A. Brevard, 
of Hickman, Ky.), Hulda A., (widow of T. J. Rat- 
cliffe), Virginia E. (wife of W. H. Cate) and Sam- 
uel A. One son, John Robert, a soldier in the 
late war, over-exerted himself during the evacua- 
tion of Memphis, and died while in service. Sam- 
uel A. was but nine years of age when his parents 
came to Craighead County, and here he grew to 
manhood, receiving a good edneation in the Jones- 
boro schools. When twenty years of age, he be- 
gan the study of law, attended the St. Louis law 
school, and in 1870 was admitted to the bar. He 
entered a partnership with W. H. Cate, and began 
the practice of his profession. 
continued until 1882, when it was dissolved, and 
Mr. Warner continued the practice alone. Though 
for many years a successful lawyer, he has now 
practically retired from his profession, and has 
turned his attention to commercial pursuits. He 
represents R. G. Dun & Cos.’ Commercial Agen- 
cy of all the large cities, Wilbur Commercial 
Agency of Chicago, and Northwestern of New 


This partnership 


York. He was elected in 1879 to represent his | 
Franklin County, Ill., and attended high school 


county in the State legislature, serving one term. 
Mr. Warner is a large property holder, and has 
been extensively engaged in agricultural pursuits, 


and now has about 300 acres of good land under | 


cultivation. He has valuable town property. his 
residence, a magnificent brick, being the finest in 
the city. It was built at a cost of $15,000, and 
has all modern improvements, heated by steam, 
lighted by gas, furnished with hot and cold water, 
etc. In 1874 Miss Sarah J. Culberhouse became 
his wife, and two children are the fruits of this 
union: Samuel A. and Thomas D. Mr. and Mrs. 
Warner are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and are prominent and popular 


members of society. Having the public interest 


in view, Mr. Warner is foremost in the support of | 


charitable, progressive and praiseworthy enter- 
prises. 
Rey. William Y. M. Wilkerson, a minister of 


the Christian denomination, and deputy clerk of 
23 


- Church. 


Craighead County, was born in Lawrence (now 
Sharp) County, Ark., in 1844, and is a son of 
Purvey Wilkerson, a native of North Carolina. 
The father was reared in Illinois, but came to Ar- 
kansas in 1836, and married while here, returning 
the same year to Illinois, where he remained for 
six years. He then returned to Arkansas. locating 
in what is now Sharp County, where he improved 
a large farm, on which he resided until 1863, when 


he again returned to Illinois. Three years later 


he started to return to his home in Arkansas, but, 


before reaching here, died in Perry County, Mo., 
November 24, 1866. 
of his Master, and was a deacon in the Baptist 
The mother is an estimable lady, and 
still resides in Sharp County, of which she is a 
native, born in 1821. 
W. are the only survivors of the family of seven 
children. William Y. M. has spent all but tive 
years of his life in this State, and in his youth 
attended school and assisted on the farm. In the 
War of the Rebellion he served in the Union army, 
enlisting first in the Third Missouri Militia, and 
later in the Fourteenth Missouri Volunteers. He 


He was devoted to the cause 


Our subject and Benjamin 


saw much active service, and was slightly wounded 
at Licking, Mo. After the surrender he went to 


one year, when he returned to Arkansas, and fol- 
lowed farming and school teaching until 1854, 
when he was elected deputy clerk, to which office 
He isa 
Republican in polities, but stands so high in pop- 


be has since been three times elected. 


ular favor that he has been four times elected in a 


_ county where there are twenty Democrats to one 
| Republican. 


Mr. Wilkerson was married in 1876 
to Miss Morrilla T. Herren, a native of Alabama, 
and to this union have been born five children: 
Rebecca E., Henry M., William A. W., James B. 
P. and Clarkie G. Mr. and Mrs. Wilkerson are 
members of the Christian Church, and he has been 
an ordained minister of that denomination since 
November 20, 1S70. 
1860, and since that time has given twenty years 
He located in this 
county in ]880, and, through his kindness to the 


He professed religion in 
to the ministry of the Gospel. 


poor, thoughtful consideration of his fellow-men, 
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fervent piety and devotion to his Master’s cause, 
he has won an enviable and lasting popularity. 
Jacob Williams, a thrifty, self-made farmer of 
Buffalo Island, was born in Cumberland County, 
Tenn., in 1829, and is the fifth child of Caleb and 
Lucy (Jones) Williams, natives of Virginia. The 
father was born in 1797, and when a young man 
moved to Kentucky, where he engaged in farming 
for several years. His wife died about the close 
of the war, but he, though quite helpless, is still 
living. They had eleven children, 
two lived to be grown. Jacob Williams was 
reared on a farm, and had but limited educational 
advantages, but through wide practical knowl- 
edge, has made himself what he is. When twen- 
ty-one years of age, he began farming for him- 
self in Cumberland County, where he remained 
until 1856, when he moved to West Tennessee. 
In 1867, he came to Arkansas, locating on Buffalo 
Island. From heavy woodland, he has cleared 


100 acres, and now owns 200, all of which, by his — 


own industry, thrift and economy, he has made 
since coming to this State. In 1549 he was united 
in marriage with Mary Smith, a native of Virginia, 
and they are the parents of two sons, Dr. Joseph 
M. and Clarence W. They are highly esteemed 
in the community in which they live for their 
strict piety and sterling worth. Mr. Williams and 
family are members of the Methodist Church. 
George W. Wilson is a native of Craighead 
County. Ark., where he still resides, and occupies 
a prominent position among its farmers. His fa- 
ther, also George W. Wilson, was born in South 
Carolina, July 30, 1820, was educated in that 
State, and followed farming very successfully. 
November 12, 1854, he married Martha Loftis, 
boro in South Carolina, and daughter of Morris 
and Priscilla (Cantrel) Loftis, who are the parents 
of eleven children, seven of whom are living in 
this State. He was a member of the Baptist 
Church, and died September 7, 1859. George 
W. Wilson, the immediate subject of this sketch, 
received his education 
married Sarah Stroud, a native of Tennessee, 
and daughter of Anderson and Sarah Stroud, na- 


in Jonesboro, Ark., and 


tives of the same State, who came to Arkansas in 


and all but | 


_ gressive farmers of the county. 


| Thomas H. 





1859. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are the parents of 
three children: Alvan D., Levi T. and Varina G. 
Mr. Wilson has a large, well-stocked farm of 140 
acres, with about 100 acres under cultivation. He 
is a member of both the Masonic fraternity and of 
the Agricultural Wheel, in both of which organiza- 
tions he has oceupied official chairs. He manifests 
a great deal of pride in the county’s development 
and progress, and is one of the kind that makes a 
thrifty community. Both he and his wife are 
members of the Baptist Church. 

W. J. Witt, of Jonesboro, was born in Jeffer- 
son County, Tenn., December 2, 1831, is a son of 
Joseph M. and Cynthia (Lawrence) Witt, natives 
of Tennessee, and is one of the prominent, pro 
Joseph M. Witt 
was a farmer by occupation, was successful in that 
pursuit, and was greatly esteemed by his many 
friends. About 1840 he moved to eastern Ala- 
bama, where both parents resided until their 
deaths. They had eight children, four of whom 
are now living: William J., James L., Nancy and 
William J. Witt was reared and edu- 
cated in Alabama, and in 1860 moved to Craighead 
County, Ark., locating on a farm about nine miles 
west of Jonesboro, and remained there until the 
close of the war. He served in the Confederate 
army about eighteen months, and at the close of 
the war moved to Jonesboro, that his children 
might have advantage of the Jonesboro schools. 
He owns eighty-five acres of land, with about one- 
half well improved. In 1849 he was married to 
Matilda A. Shirey, and they were the parents of 
four children, two now living. They are Martha 
C., wife of A. W. Sparks, and Cynthia J., wife of 
Z. T. Matthews, a leading merchant of Jonesboro. 
Mr. Witt was again married, in 1878, selecting 
Sidda Mangrum. 
dren. 


She is the mother of three chil- 
Mr. Witt has strong convictions of right. 
and is a man of sterling worth in the community. 
Both he and Mrs. Witt are members of the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church, of which he is a deacon. 
Joel G. Wood (deceased). William H. and 
Elmira (Lane) Wood, both natives of Alabama, 
were the parents of nine children, all of whom 
moved to Arkansas. Two still live in Craighead 
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County: Greene, on Maumelle prairie, and Fran- 
cis, two and a half miles north of Jonesboro. Joel 
G. was born in Cherokee County, Ala., October 7, 
1829, and was reared on the farm, receiving a fair 
“district school’’ education. January 29, 1854, he 
was married to Maria Evans, daughter of Jesse 
and Caroline (Anderson) Evans, parents of eight 
Both Mr. Evans met 


living children. and Mrs. 


an untimely death in a destructive cyclone which | 


passed over Northern Alabama about 1584. The 
father was sixty and the mother about fifty years 
of age. Mr. Wood farmed in Alabama for two 
years after his marriage, then moved to Greene 
County, Ark., and two years later came to Craig- 
head County and purchased sixty acres of land 
one and one-fourth mile south of Jonesboro, where 
he resided until the time of his death. He was a 
successful farmer, a grocery merchant of Jones- 
boro, also a butcher and did some freighting from 
Wittsburg, Walnut Ridge, and Memphis to Jones- 


boro. He served with credit one term as sheriff 


| County, Ala. 





of Craighead County, and filled the offices of 
justice of the peace and constable in Cherokee 
He was a prominent citizen and a 
Democrat, meriting the honors bestowed upon him. 
To 
Mr. and Mrs. Wood were born twelve children, 
eight of whom are living: Alice V., wife of Napo- 
leon Keller, a farmer of White County, Ark.; 
James Buchanan, married to Elizabeth Cox, and 
residing in Craighead County; Mary. wife of Dr. 
Lewis S. Thornton, a leading physician of Big 
Bay Station, Ark.; Joel G., who lives with his wife 
in Conway County; Albert Pike, married to Laura 
Rackley, and living near the old homestead; Will- 
iam P., Starling W., and Dora Lee, at home. 
The deceased are Josephine and three infants. 
Mrs. Wood resides on the old homestead, and con- 
ducts the farm in a successful and thrifty manner. 
She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and a lady of social and moral worth. 


He died from an accident November 16, 1882. 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY—THE PIONEERS—THE COUNTY FORMED AND ORGANIZED—SEAT OF JUSTICE—BUILD- 
INGS—LOCAL OFFICERS—ELECTIONS—N ATURAL 


History—W ATER-COURSES— MINERALS. 


- SOIL, ETC.— WOOD SUPPLY— VEGETABLE AND OTHER PRODUCTS—STATISTICS— 
TAXABLES—THE CENSUS—PUBLIC HIGHWAYS—THE GREAT WaAR— 
Law AnD LAWYERS—INSTRUCTION—MoRALS—TOWNS 
AND VILLAGES—SELECTED BIOGRAPHY. 


Ye pioneers, it is to you 
The debt of gratitude is due ; 
Ye builded wiser than ye knew 


IONEER SETTLERS 
any community are deserv- 
ing of more than ordinary 
mention for the important 
part they occupied in its 
earliest development. The 
Wis” first settler of the territory 

Sees, ‘embraced within Randolph County 

‘wel. was John Janes, a survivor of the Rev- 






olutionary War, who was wounded in 
the battle of Yorktown, 
about the year 1800, emigrated from 
Virginia to Missouri, and thence, in 
1809, to this county, locating on 
Janes Creek on the farm now owned 
by William Bridges. Other very early 
comers to this creek were the Rick- 
mans, Bakers and Davises. On the other streams 
the first settlers were as follows: On Spring River, 
James Campbell, on the farm now owned by John 
Miller, Sr.; 
Eleven Point River; Samuel McElroy, who was a 


the Stubbletields and Loneys, on 


uatter by trade and supplied the country for fifty 


miles around; Edward Mattix, Robert M. Revvel | 


and who, — 


The broad foundation 
On which our superstructure stands.— Pearre. 


of | 


‘ 


and Thomas Holderby; On Fourche Dumas River, 
the Fletchers, Fosters, Swezy, Jarrett and Plott; 
on Current River, Frank Hix, Peyton R. Pittman 
(the first county judge), Duckworth, Pyburn and 
Ingram; on Black River, Caspar Schmick chose a 
residence two miles below Pocahontas, and in 1S28 
Gov. Thomas 8. Drew and R. 8. Bettis located on 
the site of Pocahontas. James Russell, at whose 
house the first courts were held, made a home on 
the uplands eight miles north of Pocahontas on 
the farm now known as the Foster place. Mathias 
Mock was an early settler on Mud Creek. In 1815 
David Black, formerly of South Carolina, the 
grandfather of John P., David C., Rufus H. and 
William A. Black, all of whom are living, settled 
at Black’s Ferry, on Eleven Points River. 

The DeMunns, two or three brothers, refugees 
from the French Revolution, highly respected. 
intelligent and liberal Frenchmen, became resi- 
dents on Black River, some two miles below the 
site of Pocahontas, where they built the first water- 
power grist and saw-mill in the county, about the 
Prior to this John Janes had erected 
All of 


year 1822. 
a horse-power grist-miil at his residence. 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 





these settlers mentioned, except the DeMunns and, 
perhaps, one or two others, have left within the 
county a numerous progeny. The first immigrants 
were from Virginia, the Carolinas, Kentucky and 
Tennessee; later they were mostly from the latter 
State, and for a time before and up to the Civil 
War there was a large influx from Indiana and 
Kentucky. Recently the immigration has been 
from various States, both north and south. It is 
said that when the war came those individuals 


from Indiana sympathized with the Southern 


cause, while the Kentuckians generally remained the present ‘court-house, for the sum of 345,000, 


loyal and refugeed from the county. 

The county of Randolph was organized in ac- 
cordance with an act of the legislature of Arkan- 
sas Territory, approved October 29, 1835. As orig- 
inally constituted, it included all the territory 
lying west of Cache River, in what is now Clay 
and Greene Counties. By a subsequent legislative 
act, approved January 18,1861, a portion of Law- 
rence County, about twenty-five square miles, was 
cut off and attached to Randolph. 

Under the act creating the county, commis- 
sioners were appointed to select two separate 
places, either of which would be suitable for the 
location of the county seat. It was further pro- 
vided that the people should decide, at an election 
to be held for the purpose, at which of these points 
the county seat should be fixed. Accordingly the 
commissioners selected the site of Pocahontas, and 
another place at some noted springs in the woods, 
about eight miles north. At that time Thomas S. 
Drew (afterward governor) and R. S. Bettis owned 
the present location of Pocahontas. The larger 
portion of the settlers had gathered in the northern 
part of the county, and felt confident that the 
people would select the place at the springs for 
the seat of justice. The election was held in the 
summer or fall of 1836, on which occasion Messrs. 
Drew and Bettis gavea free barbecue at the site of 
Pocahontas, and, as men could then vote at any vot- 
ing place in the county, the barbecue proved a suf- 
ficient inducement to draw voters enough to secure 
a small majority in favor of locating the seat of 
justice at the latter place. Here it was accord- 


ingly placed, and has since remained. The pro- 


_ and the material of the old building. 
/in 1874, when the local administration changed 
_ hands, and before the contractor had received his 


| prietors of the site donated the public square to 


Soon after acontract was entered into 
between the county and Thomas O. Marr, for the 
construction of a two-story brick court-house, 40x 
40 feet in size, with the court room below and the 
The contractor agreed to complete 
the building for $2,400, but it was several years be- 
fore it was finished and accepted. This house 
stood until about the year 1870, when on account 
of its improper construction it fell down. A Mr. 
McKay secured the contract for the construction of 


the county. 


offices above. 


Afterward, 


pay, it was discovered or believed that some fraud 
had been connected with the contract, which led to 
litigation, whereupon a compromise was made with 
the contractor by confessing judgment in his favor 
for $28,000, which, together with costs and inter- 
est, amounted by the time it was all paid to about 


$35,000. The court-house is a substantial and 


fairly handsome two-story brick structure, on a 
rock foundation, with a fire-proof vault for the 
records attached, and with offices below and court- 
room above. 

A double-walled, squared-log jail, with stone 
filling between the walls, and two stories in height, 
was erected about 1840, and was used until 1870; 
then a frame jail, with an iron cell was erected 
and used until 1886, when the present one, a frame 
with an iron cell, metal roof and siding, was con- 
structed at a cost of a little over $4,000. These 
constitute all the county buildings, there being no 
poor farm or poor asylum. 

The following list includes the names of the 
officers of this county, together with their terms 
of service, from its organization to the present. 

Judges: P. R. Pittman, 1855-42; James Mar- 
tin, 1842-46; B. J. Wiley, 1846-50; James Mar- 
tin, 1850-52; B. J. Wiley, 1852-54; J. P. In- 
gram, 1854-60; William Thompson, 1860-62; H. 
Cockran, 1862-68; C..V. Cory, 1868-72; com- 
missioners, 1872-74; Isham Russell, 1S7{-76: J. 


H. Purkins, 1876-78; S. J. Johnson, 1878-82; 


_J. H. Richardson, 1882-86; Daniel Wyatt, 18S6- 
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88; A. J. Witt, present incumbent, elected in 
1888. 


den, 1842-44; T. O. Marr, 
Smith, 1849-50; L. F. Johnson, 1850-52; J. C. 
Walker, 1852-54; E. L. Urmston, 1854-58; J. B. 
Kelsey, 1858-64; C. C. Elder, 1864-68; E. Rock- 
well, 1868-72; J. T. Robinson, 1872-76; J. 


W. T. Bispham, present incumbent, first elected 
in 1886. 
Sheriffs: Wm. Black, 1835-40; J. H. Imbo- 


ler, 1849-52; W. G. 
Black, 1858-62; M. McNabb, 1862-64; S. M. 
Truly, 1864-65; D. C. Black, 1865-68; G. A. 
Eaton, 1868-72; J. T. Fisher, 1872-74; J. F. 
Spikes, 1874-76; D. C. Black, 1876-78; W. Con- 
ner, 1878-82; A. J. Witt, 1882-86; B. F. Spikes, 
present incumbent, first elected in 1886. 
Treasurers: B. M. Simpson, 1836-38; J. New- 
land, 1838=#6; W. L. Rice, 1846-52; J. D. 


as Foster, 1864-68; A. J. Pack, 1868-72; J. 
Hufstedler, 1872-74; T. S. Bennett, 1874-76; 
J. W. Slayton, 1876-78; A. H. Kibler, 1878-86; 


in 1886. 

Surveyors: J. M. Cooper, 1835-38; John John- 
son, Sr., 1838-40; J. Vanbibber, 1840-42; I. L. 
Garrett, 1842-44; William McLain, 


72; N. C. Dodson, 1872-82; J. H. Skaggs, 1882- 


incumbent, elected in 1888. 

Assessors: L. F. Jobnson, 1862-68; D. C. 
Downey, 1868-72; J. D. Wyatt, 1872-74; S. W. 
Thompson, 1874-76; J. H. Richardson, 1876-82; 
W. H. Johnson, 1882-S4; M. D. Bowers, 1884- 
88; Gideon Thompson, present incumbent, elected 
in 1888. 


Representatives in constitutional conventions: 


1868, Ham. W. Ratcliffe; IS74, none. 
The first representatives of Randolph County 





Clerks: B. J. Wiley, 1885-42; J. H. Imbo- | 
1844-49; Alex. | 


Schoonover, 1876-82; J. T. Robinson, 1882-86; | 


den, 1840-42; J. Spikes, 1542-49; John Chand- | 
Murphy, 1852-58; D. C. | 


Cross, 1852-57; W. W. Douthit, 1857-64; Thom- | 


in the lower house of the legislature of 1537-38 
were W. Piboum and J. Anthony. 

The first State senator of the county was Rob- 
ert Smith, who represented this and Lawrence 
County. 

At the last election for President, Randolph 
gave Cleveland 1,606 votes, Harrison, 249, Street- 
er, +5, and Fisk, 6. 

Randolph County is in Northeast Arkansas, and 
is bounded north by Oregon and Ripley Counties, 
in Missouri, east by Clay and Greene Counties in 
Arkansas, south by Lawrence, and west by Sharp 
Counties, and contains about 640 square miles, of 
which only about one-fifth is improved. 

Its boundary lines are as follows: Beginning 
on the State line between Missouri and Arkansas, 
it crosses the line between Ranges 2 and 3 east; 
thence, south on the range line to the line dividing 
Townships 20 and 21 north; thence, east on said 
line to the northeast corner of Section 4, Township 
20 north, Range 3 east: thence, south on the sec- 
tion lines to the middle of Black River: thence, 
down the middle of Black River to the line divid- 


_ing Ranges 2 and 3 east: thence. south on the 


J. R. Chambers, present incumbent, first elected | 


range line to the line between Townships 17 and 
18 north; thence, west on the township line to the 
middle of Black River: thence, down stream to the 


| mouth of Spring River: thence, up Spring Hiver 


to the line dividing Ranges 2 and 3 west; thence, 


/ north to the northeast corner of Township 18 


1844-54; | 
T. S. Swingington, 1854-56; I. L. Garrett, 1856- | 
66; N. C. Dodson, 1866-68; I. L. Garrett. 1868— | 


84; N. C. Dodson, 1884-88; G. B. Smith, present | 


north, Range 3 west: thence, west to the south- 
west corner of Section 36, Township 1, Range 
3; thence, north to the northeast corner of Section 
23, same township and range; thence, west to the 
northwest corner of that section: thence, north to 


the northwest corner of Section 26, Towuship 20, 


| Range 3; thence, northwesterly to a point on the 


| State line near the northwest corner of Township 


1836, none; 1861, J. W. Crenshaw; 1864, none; | 


21, Range 4 west: thence, east on the State line to 
the place of beginning.*~ 

Black River enters the county from the east, 
south of the center of its eastern boundary, and 
runs in a southwesterly direction to its junction 
with Spring River, where it passes out. Current 





*The northern portion of the western boundary of the 
county has never been detinitely located and described 
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River enters from the northeast, in Section 4, 
Township 20 north, Range 3 east, and flows thence 
southwesterly to its junction with Black River, in 
Section 30, Township 19 north, Range 2 east. 
Black River is navigable for boats of fair size, to 
the mouth of Current, and the latter is navigable 
up to Shoemaker’s Ferry, near the eastern bound- 
ary of the county. Both are navigable farther up 

Fourche Dumas— originally 
Fourche 4 Thomas—enters from Missouri in the 
eastern part of Range 1 east, and flows in a south- 
erly direction to its confluence with Black River, a 
mile above Pocahontas. Eleven Points River first 
touches the county from the north, near the mid- 
dle of Range 2 west, and flows southward, bearing 
slightly to the east, and empties into Spring River, 
near the southern boundary. 


for smaller vessels. 


Janes Creek rises 
in the county’s extreme northwest corner and flows 
southeasterly to its junction with Spring River, in 
Section 7, Township 1S north, Range 2 west. 
Spring River flows in a southeasterly direction, 
forming the boundary between Randolph and Law- 
rence Counties, and empties into Black River at 
the extreme southern point of the former. These 
streams have many tributaries, and together form 
a beautiful ‘‘river system’’ for the county. The 
surplus water of the county flows into Black River, 
and all the streams named, with the exception of 
Janes Creek, have theirsourcein Missouri. Their 
united direction resembles a fan or a tree with a 
spreading top, the lower Black River being the 
handle of the fan or the trunk of the tree. The 
natural drainage of the county is good. Fish are 
abundant in all the streams. 

About one-half of the lands of Randolph 
County are level river bottoms, and the remainder 
hill or uplands, the latter being mostly in the 
western portion. Its location is such that pearly 
all is fit for cultivation. 

There are large quantities of Government land 
subject to sale at $1.25 per acre, or that can be 
taken as a homestead by heads of families, in tracts 
of 160 acres each, also a large area of State lands, 
to be had at 50 cents per acre, or that can be do- 
nated at a cost of 15 for 160 acres, to actual set- 


tlers. Much land has already been taken up by 


‘*homesteaders.’” There are indications of met- 
als beneath the surface, such as lead, zine and 
copper, but mines have not yet been opened. 

In addition to the many streams mentioned, 
numerous springs abound, especially in the hilly 
portions of the county, two of which, ‘* Warm 
Springs’’ and ‘‘ Ravenden Springs’”’ have obtained 
more than a local reputation for their curative 
properties. Each of these springs is provided with 
a commodious hotel for the accommodation of 
pleasure and health-seekers. An abundance of 
well water can be obtained throughout the. county 
at a moderate depth, and at reasonable cost. Cis- 
terns, constructed at a small expense, are in general 
use. These various sources furnish an abundant 
water supply. 

About four-fifths of the whole area of the coun- 
ty is covered with a dense forest of fine timber, 
consisting of white, black, red and swamp, or cow, 
oaks, white and black hickory, white and black ash, 
cypress, sweet gum, cedar, birch, cherry, and some 
The higher or hilly lands 
abound with oak and hickory, the more valuable 
timber being generally in the bottoms or level 
lands. 


walnut and sassafras. 


The soil here is generally good, and with proper 
cultivation is well 


cotton, 


adapted to the production 
wheat, the tame 
grasses. tobacco, vegetables, and all fruits common 
to this latitude. It varies in quality from the 
poorer to the richest, the latter being the alluvial 
soils of the bottom lands. 


Among the many resources of this section is 


of corn, oats, clover, 


the seemingly inexhaustible supply of timber. 
though only about six saw-mills are found: conse- 
quently the timber now being cut is mostly rafted 
down the streams in the log to Black River, and 
thence to Black Rock and other points below where 
it is sawed. The land owners receive a large in- 
come from the sale of the timber in the log, 


the stump, and enough is sold from many tracts to 


or on 
pay for them. Besides timber, agricultural pur- 
suits and the raising of live stock are excellent 
According tothe United States 
Census of ISSO, there were 1.476 farms within the 


sourees of income. 


county, and 50,133 acres (about one-eighth of the 
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entire area) improved, and the vegetable produc- 
tions for the previous year were: Corn, 782,403 
bushels; oats, 33,137 bushels; wheat, 31,244 bush- 
els; hay, 275 tons; cotton, 6,248 bales; Irish po- 
tatoes, 6,696 bushels; sweet potatoes, 0,070 bush- 
els; tobacco, 13,348 pounds. In the amount of 
tobacco produced, it ranked as the tenth county in 
the State. 
were then, as now, the staple products of the 


These figures show that corn and cotton 
farmers. A good supply of grist-mills and ecotton- 
gins convert the raw material into marketable con- 
dition. The same census shows the following num- 
ber of head of live stock: Horses, 3,021; mules 
and asses, 1,216; neat cattle, 10,720; sheep, 6,334; 
hogs, 33,154. The assessment rolls of the taxable 
personal property for 1888 showed: Horses, 
3,594; mules and asses, 1,610; neat cattle, 17,48]; 
sheep, 6,673; hogs, 19,915—a large increase in all 
except hogs. 

In 1880 real estate was assessed for taxation at 
$384,141, and personal property at $285,597, 
making a total of $669,720; the total amount of 
taxes charged was $26,513. In 1888 the real 
estate assessment amounted to $690,677, and per- 
sonal property, $671,202, making a total $1,361, - 
879, taxes on which were $20,795.59. By com- 
paring these figures it will be observed that since 
1880 the taxable wealth of the county has a little 
more than doubled, while the taxes have become 
less. The recent immigration and the more rapid 
development of all resources account for this in- 
crease in values. The county’s public debt is about 
$15,000, and its scrip is, at this writing, worth 
from 75 to 85 cents on the dollar. 

The aggregate population of Randolph since 
its organization has been as follows: 1840, 2,196; 
1850, 3,275; 1860, 6,261;. 1870, 7,466; 
11,724. The colored population in 1860 was 359, 
in 1870, 357, and in 1880, 627. 
1890 will probably give the aggregate population 
at about 15,000. On each oceasion when the 
census was taken prior to 1880, the area of the 
county was about 40 per cent larger than at the 


The census of 


present time. 


About two miles of the main line of the St. 
Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railroad run 


1880, — 


across the southeast portion of the county, and 
1,046 feet of the main line of the Kansas City, Ft. 
Scott & Memphis Railroad run near Ravenden. 
O’ Kean, on the former line, is the only railroad 
station within the county limits. 

At the beginning of the Civil War in the 
spring of 1861, the people of Randolph County, 
with but few individual exceptions, were in favor 
of the proposed Confederacy, and did all in their 
power to help establish it. At least eight com- 
panies of soldiers, commanded, respectively, by 
Capts. Joseph Martin, T. J. Mellon, Albert Kelsey, 
Eli Hufstedler, Mahlon MeNabb, William A. Black, 
Isaac Schmick and John Mitchell, were raised 
here for the Southern army. With these com- 
mands, and recruits that joined others, both in 
Arkansas and Missouri, it is estimated that the 
county furnished over 1,000, perhaps 1,200, sol- 
diers. Nearly every able-bodied man—ineluding 
boys over fifteen years of age (save a few who 
refugeed) were in the Confederate army. For a 
long time early in the war period, Gen. Hardee 
had his headquarters at Pocahontas while he or- 
ganized an army of about 10,000 men, consisting 
of Hindman’s Legion, a battery, and several 
Arkansas regiments, all of whom were camped at 
different points along Black River. 

No command or commands were raised within 
the county for the Federal army. In the summer 
of 1862, after Hardee’s army had moved away, 
Gen. Steele, with a division of Federal troops, 
occupied Pocahontas for several weeks, and to his 
honor it can be said that the citizens of the place 
and vicinity found no fault with his treatment, 
and that they still remember him with kindness. In 
September, 1863, a portion of Col. Reeves’ regi- 
ment of Confederates concealed themselves in am- 
bush on the Herron farm on Current River, from 
which they fired upon and killed and wounded a 
few men of Col. Leeper’s regiment of Federal 
Aside from this there 
were only a few shots exchanged within the county 
There 


between its citizens, but a few 


troops as it passed along. 
between the contending parties. Was no 
‘** bushwhacking”’ 
men were killed by transient scouting parties. Hav- 
ing graciously accepted the result of the war the peo- 
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ple are generally pleased that the Union was pre- 
served, and now extend a hearty welcome to immi- 
grants. Sectional animosity long ago disappeared. 
The records of the sessions of the several courts 
held within this Territory prior to the admission 
of Arkansas as a State have not been preserved. 
Upon the county’s organization, courts were held 
at the house of James G. Russell, eight miles north 
of Pocahontas, on the farm now. known as the Fos- 
ter place, and until the county-seat was located. 
The records show that a county court convened as 
early as July, 1836, but it is probable that one or 
two sessions were held prior to that date. The 
first recorded session of this court was in Pocahon- 
tas, in July, 1837, when there were present Peyton 
R. Pittman, judge, and William L. Rice and Jo- 
seph Spike, associate justices. Court now con- 
venes on the first Mondays of January, April, July 
and October of each year, and the probate court 
convenes on the second Mondays of the same 
months. The first session of the circuit court was 
held at the house of Mr. Russell in August, 1836, 
and was presided over by Judge Archibald Yell. 
The first term held at Pocahontas, as appears of 
record, began on the fifth Monday after the fourth 
Monday of April, 1837, Judge Lewis B. Tully pre- 
siding. The circuit court of the county now con- 
venes in regular session twice a year, beginning 
on the first Mondays of February and August. 
The legal bar of Randolph County is composed 
of men who have demonstrated themselves to be 
possessed of ability and thorough knowledge of the 
legal profession. The following named attor- 
neys are located here: Rufus H. Black, John P. 
Black, R. D. Brown, J. T. Lomax, George T. 
iy Black, M. F. Collier and S. A. D. Eaton. 
~ Randolph, like all the other counties, has had 
its share of suffering on account of criminal offend- 
ers. But few capital offenses, however, were 
committed prior to the war period. The first exe- 
cution, in its present boundary, was that of a slave 
who killed his mistress, in 1830, and was hung in 
1831, at old Jackson, then the county-seat of the 
mother county, Lawrence. 
of this old town. In 1850 two men, Miner and 
MeGee, waylaid a stranger, a JXentuckian, who 


Nothing now remains 


was passing through the county. One struck bim 
from his horse with a gun, dragged him from the 
road into the woods, and there left him for dead. 
His horse, and saddle-bags containing some money, 
were then taken, after which the assailants at- 
tempted to escape. 


ciently to give an alarm. 


The stranger recovered sufti- 
The offenders were 
caught by the citizens, and, upon being identified 
by the injured man, were tried and hanged for the 
The victim died from the effects of his 
About the close of the Civil War two 
men, Brainard and Turpin, broke into a store and 
killed the keeper, for which offense they were tried 
and hanged. Later, during the reconstruction per- 


offense. 
wounds. 


iod, when chaos reigned, a number of murders 
were committed, and the offenders went unpun- 
ished. In 1877 Mareus A. Whitley killed Duke 
Summers, and subsequently was tried and hanged. 
In 1884 William H. Harper killed John Sellers. 
He was tried in Greene County, on a change of 
venue, found guilty, and there executed. <A few 
individuals have been compelled to take the lives of 
antagonists in defense of their own. Ever since 
the reconstruction period law and order have pre- 
vailed here, and a safer or more peaceable com- 
munity cannot now be found. 

Education is not at a standstill in this section, 
as the following from the report of Mr. C. E. 
Witt, county examiner, amply indicates: There 
was within the county in 1888, a scholastie popula- 
tion of 4,804 white, and 189 colored children, 
making a total of 4,993. Of these, only 1,306 
white, and eighty-six colored, making a total of 
1,392, were enrolled in the public schools. But the 
latter—owing to the failure of directors to make 
reports—is not a true representation, as the at- 
tendance is only given for the number of schools 
reported, and thus the system does not receive 
eredit for its actual work. 

The following letter bearing so directly to the 
point is worthy of insertion: 

PocanontTas, ARK., SEPT. 25, 1888. 
Hon. W. E. Toomrson, Little Rock, Ark. 

Dear Sir:—You will tind enclosed the annual report 
of the public schools of this county. 
report by a great deal. It is untrustworthy in every par- 
ticular; nearly seventy-five percent of the districts tailed 


It is not a correct 
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to report anything except the number of persons between 
the ages of six and twenty-one years, and four districts 
did not report anything atall. The public schools of this 
county are more popular with the natives than any 





and some to the Spring River Baptist Association. 


_Among the Baptist ministers of the county are 


other class of people, but not appreciated like they should | 


be, taking into consideration the immense amount of 
good they are doing. Yours truly, 
C. E. Wirt, County Examiner. 


Other county examiners complain of the failure | 


of the district directors to make reports as re- 
quired by law. There are seventy-five school dis- 
tricts in the county, and for the year ending June 
30, 1858, there was expended on account of the 
public schools the sum of $8,822.63. The aver- 
age monthly wages paid teachers with first-grade 
certificates was: Males, $37.50: females, $35. 

The Roman Catholic Marienstine Institute, 


located at Pocahontas, is under the managemeat | 


of the Sisters. This is an institution of great ex- 
cellence, and wields considerable influence in edu- 
cational circles. 

The religious denominations 


County are: Methodist Episcopal, South, Baptist, | 


Christian and Roman Catholic. The former two 
were the pioneer Christian workers, having organ- 
ized the first religious societies in the county. Of 


the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, there are | 


three circuits and a mission. The Pocahontas 


Circuit, consisting of Pocahontas, Clearview Chapel, | 


Oak Grove and Mount Pisgah, with Rev. R. H. 
Grissett, pastor, has a membership of 301. The 
Siloam Circuit containing several appointments in 
the northeast part of the county, Rev. J. 5. Best, 
pastor, has a membership of 368. The Walnut Hill 
Circuit, covering several points in the northwestern 
portion, Rev. J. F. Armstrong, pastor, has a 
membership of 215. The Warm Springs Mission 
in the central part, Rey. J. G. Miller, pastor, has 
a membership of seventy-two. 

Belonging to the Baptist Churches are Witt’s 
Chapel, Pleasant Grove, Oak Grove, Mount Pleas- 
ant, Little Vine, Shiloh, Spring Hill, Macedonia, 
_ Antioch, Mud Creek, Dry Creek, James School- 
house, Vandergriff School house, Reyno and a few 
others, all with an average membership of from 
forty to fifty. Some of these are attached to the 
State Line Association of Missionary Baptists, 


elders I. H. Witt, D. A. Pressley, J. B. Roach, 
M. D. Bowers, Isham Looney, John A. Giles and 
A. W. James. 

The Christian Churches are represented by 
Stony Point, Dry Creek, Maynard. Union, 
Liberty, Warm Springs and one near Noland 
postoffice. Elder B. F. Hollowell is pastor of the 
first three named. Two elders by the name of 
Lemon also preach to the people. 

The Roman Catholics have one charch, St. 
Paul’s, with a large membership, located at Poca- 
hontas. Rev. Father J. Eugene Weibel is the pas- 
tor. The Marienstine Institute, before mentioned, 
is located by and connected with this church. 

All these denominations, except the latter, main- 


_ tain Sunday-schools in the most thickly settled 
_ neighborhoods, and all according to their several 
_ereeds are actively engaged in the advancement 
of Randolph | | 


of Christianity. 

Randolph County isnot without itstowns.  Al- 
bertha, twelve miles northeast of Pocahontas, con- 
tains a postoffice, store, grocery, and church and 
school-house combined. 

Dalton, a post hamlet on Eleven Point River, 
is composed of two stores, and a water-power grist- 
mill. 

Elm Store is a postoffice near Eleven Points 
River, on the north line of the county. 

Ingram isa post hamlet near the mouth of Mud 


| Creek. 


Kingsville, in the western part, contains two 
general and one drug store, and a church and 
schoolhouse combined. 

Lima, a postoffice, is ten miles northwest of 
Pocahontas. 

Maynard, fourteen miles northeast of Pocahon- 
tas, comprises a postofiice, two stores, a hotel, grist 
and saw-mill, cotton-gin, a church and school. 
house. 

Middlebrook, on Fourche Dumas, has a post- 
office, two stores, a cotton-gin, and echureh, school. 
house and Masonic lodge combined. 

Noland is a postofhce in the south central part 
of the county. 
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O’ Kean, a station on the St. Louis, Iron Mount- 
ain & Southern Railroad, in the southeast corner, 
contains a general store, drug store, hotel and liv- 
ery stable. 

Peru has a postoftice and store in the southeast 
part. 

Pocahontas, the county seat, situated on the 
right bank of Black River, a little southeast of the 
center, had its origin with the organization of the 
county in 1836, when it was selected as the site for 
the seat of justice. The first merchant of the place 
was W. R. Hunter. The business increased and 
the town prospered until it was known as the lead- 


ing trading point in Northeast Arkansas. Being 


about the head of navigation, it became the whole- 


sale distributing point for a large tract of country 
hereabouts, even to Southeast Missouri, and reached 
its highest success from 1850 to 1860. Just before 
the Civil War its commercial business was indeed 
extensive. Natural prostration resulted during 
this period, but it partially recovered afterward, 
and continued excellent until 1872-73, when towns 
sprang up along the Kansas City & Memphis Rail- 
road, then being completed, and Pocahontas lost 
its former prosperity. It now contains the county 
buildings, postoffice, five general stores, three gro- 
ceries, two drug stores, two saloons, one livery sta- 
ble, three hotels, two newspapers, a saw-mill, three 
cotton-gins, a number of shops, three churches— 
Methodist, African Methodist and Roman Catholic 
—a public school-house, a Roman Catholic institute, 
a complement of professional men and agents, two 
Masonic lodges—white and colored—a lodge of 
Odd Fellows, and two lodges of Knights of Honor, 
one being composed of Catholics only. 
ulation is about 500. The press includes the 
Randolph Herald, now in its eighth volume, pub- 
lished by J. N. Bolen, and the Pocahontas Free 
Press (first volume), published by B. B. Morton. 
Both of the papers are ably edited, and advocate 
Democratic principles. 


The pop- 


They are published week- 
ly, and are bright, spicy and full of promise. 

Ravenden Springs, a summer resort in the west- 
ern part of the county, contains a postoftice, two 
genera] stores, one drug store, a first-class hotel, a 
chureh and a school house. 





Reyno, in the eastern extremity, contains a 
postoffice, four general stores, one drug store, two 
saloons, one millinery store, one livery stable, one 
hotel, a saw- and grist-mill, a church and school- 
house. 

Supply, northeast of the center, consists of a 
postoffice, a general store and a cotton-gin. 

Warm Springs, in the northern part of the 
county, contains noted springs, a postoftice, two 
general stores, one drug store, two cotton- gins, and 
a school-house and church combined. 

Water Valley is a postoftice on Eleven Points, 
northwest of Pocahontas. 





H. W. Ball, farmer and stock raiser, Dalton, 
Ark. 
no adequate idea of the agricultural affairs of 
Davidson Township, or of its substantial citizens 
could be obtained which failed to make mention of 
Mr. Ball or the excellent estate which he owns. 


In reviewing the contents of tis volume 


He was born in Independence County, Ark., on the 
15th of December, 1840, and is the son of Benja- 
min F. and Elizabeth (Dillard) Ball, both natives 
of Virginia. Benjamin F. Ball came to Arkansas 
about 1825, and settled in Independence County. 
He was twice married, first to Miss Elizabeth Dil- 
lard, who bore him thirteen children, those now 
living being C. M., in Independence County: W.G., 
also in that county: H. W.; W. S., in Independ- 
ence County; Elizabeth, and Arvilla, widow of Rob- 
ert Wann. Mrs. Ball died in 1548. 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


She was a 
Mr. 
Ball’s second marriage was with Mrs.: Minerva 
Baker, nee Muskgrove, and by her he became the 
father of four children, only one now living, G. B., 
who lives in Independence County. The second 
Mrs. Ball died in 1876, and Mr. Ball died on the 
24th of June, 1889. He was born. in 1800: had 
been justice of the peace of his, township for a 
number of terms, was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for forty years, and was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity for thirty-six years. 
In his politics he aftiliated with the Republican 
party, and was a man universally respected for his 


honesty, integrity and liberality. He was among 
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the first settlers of his county, and his first crop 
was put in with a wooden plow, as no iron had been 
shipped into that country at that time. At the end 
of his second year’s residence there, a small keel- 
boat was pulled by hand up to Batesville, and 
brought some iron. The first few years of his life 
were spent in opening his farm. Hewas, up to the 
late war, a great stock raiser. The greater part of 
the first two years his meat was obtained in the for- 
est by killing bears, deer and wild turkey. Mr. 
Ball had very little property when he went to Arkan- 
sas, but at the time of his death he owned about 
500 acres of land, and was one of the leading 
farmers of that part of the county. He was the 
owner of the first threshing machine brought to 
that section of country (old fashioned ground-hog 
thresner). H. W. Ball received but a limited edu- 
cation, attending only the subscription schools of 
his section, and at the age of eighteen engaged in 
driving a hack from Batesville to Smithville. He 
only followed this business a short time when he 
engaged in boating on the Black River, from 
Jackson Port to Pocahontas. Subsequently he en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits, and this continued 
until 1862, when he joined the Confederate army 
under Col. McCarver, and served twelve months. He 
then returned home, and there remained until 
1864, when he assisted in raising a company for 
the Unites States forces, and served for eleven 
months. After being disbanded Mr. Ball moved 
to Illinois (Union County), and after a residence 
there of two years came back to Arkansas, where 
he again engaged in farming, in Black River 
Bottom. The first crop he made was with a steer, 
but the second year he bought a yoke of steers, 
with which he made his second crop. He cleared 
twenty acres of land, and all his hauling was done 
with the oxen. For a wagon he used wooden 
trucks. He first purchased eighty acres, but at the 
end of four years sold this for $800, and moved to 
Sharp County, where he purchased a farm for 
$900, and there remained for ten years. He then 
sold out for the same amount, and moved on his 
present property in ISSO. There were 240 acres 
in this, and he paid 3750 for it. Since then he 


has added eighty acres. He has been twice mar- 


ried; first, to Miss Mildred K. Baker, daughter of 


Harrison Baker, who represented Independence 
Courty in the legislature two terms, and by her 
became the father of nine children, six now living: 
Ulysses R., wife of J. H. Moore, living in Ran- 
dolph County; Harriet A., a teacher; James ©, 
Eunice A., Franklin H. and Callie R. Mr. Ball 
served two terms as justice of the peace in Sharp 
County, Ark., and was elected to the third term, 
but did not serve. After coming to this county he 
was elected justice one term, and has also been 
school director a number of terms. His first wife 
died on the 6th of April, 1881. She was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church and East- 
ern Star Chapter, and was an excellent woman. 
Mr. Ball was married, the second time, to Miss 
Cynthia J. Jones, of Sharp County, who is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and an 
active worker in the same. Mr. Ball is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, is treasurer of his lodge, 
has also served as Worshipful Master, and has 
filled all the principal stations in the lodge. In 
politics he affilates with the Republican party. 
John W. Bennett, one of Randolph County’s 
substantial and enterprising citizens, was born in 
Jefferson County, Ill., December 16, 1865, being a 
son of Thomas S. and Elmira E. Bennett. His 
father was born in Tennessee in 1834 and _ his 
mother in St. Francois County, Mo., and they 
were married in Ripley County, that State. They 
afterward located in St. Francois County and 
moved from there to the State of Illinois near 
Rome, Jefferson County, coming thence to Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., in 1868, where, after farming 
for some time, Mr. Bennett became collecting 
agent for Hecht & Co., of Pocahontas. He served 
as treasurer of Randolph County two terms, and he 
and his wife were members of the Methodist Epis- 
ecopal Church. He was a Democrat in his political 
views, and while in Missouri he enlisted in the 
Southern service, being promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant. He participated, with credit to himself, 
in many a hard-fought battle. He was a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, and died December 25, 
His widow still 
survives him and remains in Randolph County. 


1885, at the age of fifty-one years. 
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now living: Wesley C., a farmer of the county; 
John W., J. S., Mary C., Thomas 8. and Emily. 
The early scholastic training of John W. Bennett 
was received in the common schools near his home, 


schools of Pocahontas. He remained with his 


William T. McIlroy at Dalton, with whom 
he sold goods in Pocahcntas for Snowtree, remain- 
Since that 
time he has devoted his attention to agriculture, 
and is a farmer of this county, having 400 acres 
of land. He is a Democrat, and he and his wife, 
whose maiden name was Annie Foster, and whom 
he married February 14, 1889, are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. January 3, 1867, 
his wife was born. She was reared in Randolph 
County, Ark., and is a daughter of Thomas Foster, 
who was a very prominent resident of the county, 
and here spent his life, dying January 22, 1889, 
at the age of sixty-six years. 
most extensive real estate holders in the county, 
and owned 2,200 acres of land. His name will 
long be remembered by the residents of the coun- 
ty, for he was public spirited and enterprising, and 
was ever the friend of the poor. 


ing in this place for eight months also. 


During his long 
residence in the county he held some responsible 


positions. He was also a member of the Masonic | 
; | 


fraternity. 
William R. Bigger is a native resident of Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., and was born on the farm 


where he now lives January 1, 1850, and was the | 


eleventh of thirteen children, three now living, 
born to the marriage of James N. Bigger and Lu- 
cretia Parrish, who were born in the State of Mis- 
souri in 1810 and 1812, and died in Randolph 
County, Ark., in 1872 and 1874, respectively. 
Their marriage was consummated in Missouri, and 
they afterward came to this State and settled on 
the farm on which their son, William R., is now 
living, which they made their home until their 
death. They were members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, and were well-to-do residents 


of the county. Their children who are living are 





-- 
| 
Of the nine children born to their union, six are | 
| 


| county, 


Chesterfield, who is a farmer of the couuty; Caro- 
line, wife of Arthur Barm, also a farmer of the 
and William R. The latter remained 
with his parents until their demise, and at that 


| time he and his brother took charge of the home 
and he afterward finished his education in the | 


farm, which then consisted of 400 acres of land, 


_ and by industry and good management have added 
mother until 1887, then entered the employ of | 
he | 


remained as salesman for eight months, after which | 


considerable more land to the original amount. 
Laura McKee, who was born in North Caroline in 
1855, a daughter of John McKee, became his 
wife in 1879. She is an earnest member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and he is a 
stanch Democrat in politics. He is an energetic 
and successful agriculturist, and has vastly im- 
proved the property left him by his parents. 

B. F. Bigger has been the proprietor of the 


| Bigger’s House, one of the first-class hotels of the 


county, ever since 1SS1, but previous to that time, 
his attention had been given to directing the plow 
and in attending to the duties of farm life. He is 
a native-born resident of Randolph County, Ark., 


_ his birth occurring in 1851, and he is principally 
He was one of the | 


self-educated, his knowledge of business affairs 
being acquired mainly by contact with the world. 
At the age of twenty-two years, he was married to 
Miss Ida Simington, who was also born in Ran- 
dolph County, and of the seven children born to 
their union, four are living: Thomas, Lute, Kate 
and George. The other children died in infancy. 
From the date of his marriage up to 1881, he was 


/ engaged in farming for himself, but since that 


time he has been keeping a hotel in Pocahontas, 
and by good management, hospitality and fair 
dealing, he has succeeded in gaining an excellent 
patronage, and his earnest endeavors to see that 
the wants and needs of his patrons are satistied, 
have tended to make his establishment a favorite 
resort for the traveling public. He also manages 
a livery stable, the only one in the place, and has 
some excellent vehicles and animals ready for use. 
He owns two excellent farms, one comprising 600 
acres and the other 400 acres, and although one 
place is rented to tenants, it is under his super- 
vision, and he manages the other farm himself, de- 
voting it to the raising of stock, grain and hay. 
He owns his hotel and stable, and is one of the 
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wealthy citizens of the county. His parents, J. G. 


and Catherine (Lewis) Bigger, were born and reared | 
| pany C, Montrose Guards, attached to the Forty- 


in Randolph County, the father being engaged in 
farming. 
army, and died in 1863. 
tuckian, who emigrated to Randolph County, Ark., 
with his parents when a child, the country at that 
time being a Territory. Mr. Bigger is a Democrat 
and a member of the A. F. & A. M. 

W. T. Bispham, circuit clerk. Pocahontas, Ark. 


J. G. was a soldier in the Confederate | 
His father was a Ken- | 


| 


of clerk, continuing as such until the breaking out 
of the war. In April, 1861, he enlisted in Com- 
seventh Virginia Regiment, Confederate Army, 


and served until the close of the war. He partic- 


| ipated in the battle of Seven Oaks, and was in the 


| battle. 


The subject of this sketch needs no introduction | 


to the people of Randolph County, for a long resi- 


dence, and, above all, a career of usefulness and — 


prominence, have given him an acquaintance which | 
| March, 1867, he moved to Brownsville, Tenn., and 


Heisa native of West- 


moreland County. Va., born in 1541, and is the son | 


of John F. and Martha C. (Templeman) Bispham, 
both of whom were born in the same county in 
Virginia. The paternal grandfather, William 
Bisphaw, was a native of Lancaster, England, and 
came to America with an older brother, when a 


died in Richmond County, Va., about 1852. 


, merchants, as salesman. 


He was a successful agriculturist, and | 
The | 


maternal grandfather, Samuel Templeman, was a | 


native of Virginia, a minister in the Baptist Church, 
and was in the Home Guards during the War of 
1812. He was one of the early settlers of Vir- 
ginia. John F. Bispham was a successful agricultur- 


ist and followed this occupation until his death in | 


1872 at the age of fifty-two years. 
died in 1870, at about fifty-four years of age. 
Both were members of the Baptist Church, and 
the father was for many years a deacon in the same. 
Both took a great interest in church work. They 
reared to maturity a family of tive children, W. T. 
Bispham being the eldest. John H. was a soldier 
in the Ninth Virginia, Confederate army, and was 
killed at the battle of Hatch’s Run; Robert A. is 


The mother | 


entire Richmond Campaign, at Cedar Run, Fred- 
ericksburg, Chancellorsville. and was appointed 
commissary of his regiment after the last mentioned 
After the war he returned to merchandis- 
ing in Virginia. His father was at that time sher- 
iff of Westmoreland County, which office he held 
a number of terms, and W. T. was made deputy 
sheriff, filling this position for about a year. In 


entered the employ of Yancey, Wilder & Co., 
In January, 1868, he ae- 
cepted the agency of the Carolina Life Insurance 
Company, and finally located in Randolph County. 
Ark., and engaged in teaching school, after which 
he became salesman in a store for Levi Hecht. of 
Pocahontas and continued in this capacity for a few 
months, when he engaged as book-keeper for E. B. 
Burr & Co. This position he held until July, 1869, 
when he again resumed the position as local agent 
for the insurance business, and continued that about 


ayear. Hethen engaged as book-keeper for J. P. 
Black & Co. In 1872 he went to Walnut Ridge. 


Ark., and kept books until the fall of 1873, when 
he returned to his native State and remained there 
and taught in the public schools until the fall of 
1877; then returning to Pocabontas, he kept books 
for R. N. Hamil, merchant, until 1S85. when he en- 
gaged with L. E. Imboden in the same capacity, 
and remained in that position until 1886. 
then elected clerk and recorder of Randolph Coun- 


He was 


| ty, Ark., and has held that office ever since, being 


a carpenter in Washington, D. C.: Samuel T. is a | 
coach maker by trade, and resides in the District of | 


Columbia; Emma died in 1875, and Lou H. mar- 
ried James May, and resides in Washington, D. C. 


W. T. Bispham remained on the farm until sixteen | 


years of age, and received his education in the 
private schools. 
in merchandising and W. T. acted in the capacity 


At that age his father engaged | 


re-elected without opposition by the people of his 
county in 1888. He is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, a Royal Arch Mason and member of the 
Knights of Honor. 

John P. Black, attorney at law, Pocahontas, 
Ark. 
do with the success of men in general. 


He is unmarried. 


What is usually termed genius has little to 
Keen 
perception, sound judgment and a determined 
will, supported by persevering and continuous ef- 
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fort, are essential elements to success in any call- 
ing, and their possession is sure to accomplish the 
aims hoped for in the days of our youth. The 
necessary factor toward its growth and permanence, 
for without a thorough knowledge and administra- 
tion of the law, no form of popular government 
could long exist. Mr. Black was born at Black’s 
Ferry, Randolph County, Ark., on the Ist of Oc- 
tober, 1822. William Black 
the grandson of David Black, andthe great-grand- 
son of David Black. who was a native of Amster- 
dam, Holland. The elder David Black came to 
America when a boy, settling at Charleston, 8. C., 
and there learned the blacksmith trade. He died 
in that State. David Black, Jr., was a native of 
South Carolina, and was a farmer by occupation. 
He emigrated to Kentucky at a very early day, 
settling near Hopkinsville, where he lived many 
years, and in 1815 moved to Randolph County, 
Ark. He settled at Black's Ferry, and lived there 
many years, but died at Davidsonville, Lawrence 


He is the son of 


of the subject of this sketch, William Black, passed 
his youth on his father’s farm in Kentucky, and 
moved to Randolph County, Ark., with his par- 
ents, in 1815. After reaching manhood he mar- 
ried Miss Elizabeth Jones (who became the mother 
of John P. Black), in 1820, and lived at Black’s 
Ferry until his death in February, 1852, at the 
age of fifty-four years. The mother died in July, 
1851, at the age of forty-nine years. She was a 
devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The father was a leading and prominent 
man in this part of the State; was the first sheriff 
of Randolph County, served in that office two 
terms, and in 1840 was elected to the State Senate 
of Arkansas. He served in that body two terms, 
and during that time acquired a State reputation 
as a general worker, and an influential man in that 
august body. He was noted far and near for his 
liberality and hospitality, especially to new settlers. 
He was ever public spirited and always ready and 
willing to do all he could to promote any and all 
enterprises for the good of the county and State. 
He and his wife reared a family of seven children, 
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County, Ark., at the age of sixty years. The father 


4 
tive sons and two daughters, all of whom are 


highly respected men and women. The maternal 


| grandfather of John P. Black, John Janes, was 
jurisprudence of a commonwealth is the most | 


a native of Virginia, was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary War, and was wounded at the battle of 
Yorktown. maiden name was 
Margaret Arming, was also a native of Virginia, 
and in 1800 they came down the Ohio River in ea- 
noes, settled on Merrimac River, near St. Louis, 
and there remained until 1SO9, on a Spanish grant 
of land. They then emigrated to Randolph 
County, Ark., settled on Janes’ Creek, and there 
remained until the death of the father in 1826, at 
the age of eighty-two years. John P. Black as- 
sisted his father on the farm in Randolph County, 
and received his education in the county schools, 
that is, a part of his education, for the most of it 
was obtained by his own application at home. He 
began managing a farm at the uge of eighteen 
years, and this continued until twenty-two, when he 
went to work for a New Orleans house at Powhat- 
an, where he remained until 1849, after which he 
came to Pocahontas. 


His wife, whose 


He there engaged in mer- 
eantile pursuits, which he carried on until 1873, 
excepting a period during the war, when he served 
two years in Fagan’s command, 
army. 


Confederate 
He returned to the farm in 1872, remained 
there a few years and then came again to Poca- 
hontas, where he entered the law office of Thomas 
Ratliff, as a student. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1875, and has been actively engaged in the 
practice ever since. He was first married in 1855, 
to Miss Isabella Waddel, a native of Arkansas. 
In 1859 he was again married, taking for his 
second wife Miss Claude Inman, a native of In- 
diana. In 1868 he married Miss Lottie Inman, 
and in 1875 was united in marriage with Miss 
Flora Kebler, a native of Arkansas, who bore him 
six children: Charley, Guy, Hattie, Irene, Lulu 
and Blanche. 

R. H. Black, attorney, Pocahontas, Ark. As 
a leading citizen of Pocahontas in its profes- 
sional, business and social life, lending eminent 
strength to her bar, tone to her finance and grace 
to her society, Mr. Black commands attention from 
the pen of the historian who would wish to do this 
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city justice. 
County, Ark., and is ason of William Black, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this volume. He grew 
to manhood on his father’s farm at Black’s Ferry, 
in Randolph County, securing his education in the 
private schools of the county and at Shelbyville, 
Ky. He was admitted to the bar in 1866, and has 
been actively engaged in the practice ever since. 
He has been for two terms presiding attorney of 
the Second Judicial District of Arkansas, and in 
1879 he represented Randolph County in the Gen- 
eral Assembly, one term. In 1861, when the war- 
cloud hung heavy over the United States, Mr. 
Black enlisted in the First Arkansas Cavalry, C. S. 
A., commanded by ex-Gov. Churchill, as private, 
and was made lieutenant after the second year. 
He served until May 14, 1864, when, at the bat- 
tle of Resaca, Ga., he had the misfortane to lose 
his right arm by a gun-shot wound, which dis- 
abled him from further service. He participated 
in the battles of Chickamauga, Murfreesboro and 
Richmond, Ky. and numerous other battles. After 
being discharged he came back to Pocahontas, be- 


gan the study of law, was afterward admitted to | 


the bar and opened office here. His marriage 
with Miss Virginia L. Criddle, a native of Jackson, 
Cape Girardeau County, Mo., occurred on Novem- 
ber 14, 1867, and to them were born five chil- 
dren: Edward, Marvin, Waldo, Blanche and Ina. 
Mrs. Black died on the 26th of December, 1880, 
in full faith with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. Mr. Black is a member of the I. O. O. F. 
and is not only a pleasant gentleman in the social 
walks of life, but is also among the first in his pro- 
fession. 
about 1,000 acres of land. 

William F. Blackwell. 


men of Randolph County, Ark., who have won dis- 


Among the business 
tinction as successful merchants, and who have, 
by personal industry and genuine business ability. 
succeeded in establishing a desirable trade, may 
be mentioned Mr. Blackwell, 
this brief biography. He was born in Lawrence 
County, Ark., December 20, 1551, and is a son of 


whose name heads 


James and Parnesia Jane (Smith) Blackwell, the for- 
He died while 


mer being a native of Virginia. 





He owes his nativity to Randolph | 


He and his children are the owners of | 
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our subject was two years old, while on his way 
home from New Orleans, whither he had been on 
business, he having been a merchant and _ stock 
dealer at the time of his death. 
from his native State, he first came to Tennessee, 


After removing 
and afterward to Arkansas. His wife was born in 
Lawrence County, this State, in 1825, and after 
his death she married a Mr. Ellison, who left her 
again a widow some time after, and she next 
wedded Bennett Holder, who is also dead. Sheis 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church: 
she became the mother of four children, two 
being now dead. Those living are Isabella, wife 
of Frank M. Baker, and William F., 
educated in the schools of Lawrence County, and 
from boyhood up has been familiar with mer- 


who was 


eantile life, having acted in the capacity of sales- 
man at Powhatan, Smithville, Walnut Ridge, 
Delaplaine, Lauratown, and then in his present 
location. One year after coming to Randoiph 
County, he engaged in business for himself, form- 
ing a partnership with W. W. Tanner, the firm be- 
This part- 
nership lasted until 1S83, and since that time Mr. 
Blackwell has been in business alone. The first 
money he earned for himself was at picking cotton, 


ing known as Tanner & Blackwell. 


and in all the enterprises in which he has been en- 
gaged, his labors have been attended with good re- 
sults. He was so unfortunate as to be burned out in 
February, 1885, but he has since retrieved his for- 
tunes to some extent, and, in connection with his 
business, is engaged in farming. He received his 
last appointment as postmaster in 1888. February 
10, 1S7S, he was married to Miss Mollie F. Tanner, 
daughter of W. W. Tanner, and by her he is the 
father of four children: Jennie May, Pearl Grace 
and William Harry. James Marvin, the eldest child, 
died in his third year. Mrs. 
in Obion County, Tenn., and is a member of the 


Blackwell was born 


Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and her bus- 
band belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 
him before the publie as a suceessful financier, 


He is a Democrat. His career has placed 
and his reputation has been obtained by tireless 
industry, a keen foresight of events, and a judicious 


use of his means. 
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Capt. J. N. Bolen, editor of the Herald, Po- ! 


cahontas, Ark. The enviable position which the 
town of Pocahontas occupies to-day as an industrial 
and mercantile center is due to the energy, enter- 
prise and ability of the inhabitants, and to the 
wise and judicious government of the local authori- 
ties. Prominent among those who have made an 
impress on the history of the town, in more re_ 
spects than one, is Capt. J. N. Bolen, editor and 
publisher of the Herald. 
tivity to Fayette County, Penn., where his birth oc- 
curred in the year 1831, and he is the son of Reuben 
and Nancy (Walters) Bolen, natives of Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, respectively. The father was 
born in Powhatan County, Va., in the year 1790, 
was a soldier in the War of 1812-14, removed to 
the State of Pennsylvania in the year 1829, and 
soon thereafter was married to Miss Nancy Wal- 
ters, only daughter of Abraham Walters, and there 
he continued to reside until his death, which oc- 
curred in the year 1840, the mother surviving the 
father until 1876, in which year she died at the 
home of her son, J. N. Bolen, at Murray, Callo- 
way County, Ky., in the seventy-sixth year of her 
age. They were members of the old School Pres- 
byterian and Methodist Church, 
The father was active in political affairs, always 
voting the Democratic ticket, having been three 
times elected sheriff of his county as the nominee 
of that party. 
Bolen, Powhatan Bolen, was a native of Powhat- 
an County, Va., and was a Revolutionary soldier. 
The maternal grandfather, Abraham Walters, was 
a native of Fayette County, Penn., and also a sol- 
dier of the Revolutionary War. J. N. Bolen was 
early trained to the arduous duties of the farm 


Mr. Bolen owes his na- 


respectively. 


and this continued until eighteen years of age 
when he left the parental roof and served an ap- 
prenticeship at the tailor’s trade at Brownsville, 
continuing at this for ten years. He then learned 
dentistry, located at Murray, Ky., where he estab- 
lished the Murray Gazette, and ran the same for 
six years as a Democratic paper. He then came 
to Randolph County, Ark., and bought the Her- 
ald, of Pocahontas, which he has ably edited ever 


In June, 1861, he enlisted in the war and 
24 


since. 





The paternal grandfather of J. N. — 


armed and equipped, at his own expense, a com- 
the 
Seventh Kentucky Regiment, Col. Forrest com. 


pany of cavalry which was attached to 
wanding, and served until the close of the war 
with the command of captain, until the last two 
years, when he was promoted to the rank of major 
and commanded the battalion until the close of 
the war. He participated in the following battles: 
Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, Jackson, Raymond, 
Baker’s Creek, Paducah, and in numerous skir- 
By his marriage, which oceurred in 1858S 
with Miss Carrie Allbutton, a native of Calloway 
County, Ky.. one child was born, Ella, wife of 


Jacob Schoonover. of Pocahontas. 


mishes. 


William B. Bridges (deceased) was a man well 
known to the early settlers of Randolph County, 
Ark., and was respected for his straightforward 
course through life, and for his noble, Christian 
qualities of mind and heart. He was born in 
North Carolina in 1810, and was a son of Benjamin 
Bridges, who was also born in that State, and was 
a soldier in the War of 1812. He was a black- 
smith by trade, and William B., like the majority of 
sons, followed in his father’s footsteps and became 
a blacksmith also. He was the eldest of sixteen chil- 
dren, and in his youth was taken by his parents to 
Tennessee, where he grew tomanhood. When eight- 
een years of age he was married to Miss Rebecca 
Sherrel, a native of Wilson County, that State, 
and after residing there the eight vears following 
his marriage he emigrated to Arkansas, locating at 
Pittman’s Ferry, but one year later removed to Poca- 
hontas, having been identified with the interests of 
this place for many years. His death, however, 
occurred in Gainesville, Greene County, Ark., in 
1868. at the age of fifty-eight years, his widow dy- 
ing June 9, 1882. 


years’ standing of the Baptist Church, and were 


Both were members of many 
earnest and devoted Christians. Mr. Bridges was 
a well-posted man, and was a leader in the church 
of which he was a member, as well as in public af- 
fairs, and was an eloquent and fluent speaker. He 
was very popular in the community in which he 
resided, and for many years held the office of jus- 
tice of the peace, and socia!ly was a member of the 


A. F. & A. M. 


Of his large family of children six 











=I 











“eal duees UNI weed yy TTT pe has beset 


 fealopite aove vote Clare r 1 Vn 


tamunrosdtl fever type 


Wi) do seule id Ethar Deviae obi <aucbagid 
P| tani wild Wit Gtuhyas To Fribbens ou tedtivs 
, odtaw aieot hetaaen enrad iedky AnAeY 
’ Toe epi itr uate ! (hd heat Life Lett py Buy 
hil rere) pt ate det iPr | att Us Vi. oid 
unmet pags sity) oe berth i? tint (tl Ei fv 
side arene pba ae abe e sere 
f RAT Wpettes goat owhrtent eit yet ania 
yawollats Ve ovitiya ot Madea! We Te ut t oat BE tiv 
Hin: DUA. ito! sea did at tn ett aise 
mt auathit HY Ye “ror asusloe deaat 
‘Haw aan <tor (hexagoahy eon boet o etplive 
ftuie) sliqhobwads ie Pett On ee sians ali be by es 
for evtay Yet: Nigh Gte ak fiwoyitker “un Fores ad, 
om iain) bhuat sid? vol Don eth ducted: gates 
1 wot eoy' oH” inne. bow Bite do ABieloup 


ye 


» How PIAS oY eyifore) diin™ 
! 


era i7el 


HiGkaiaa Iowton & > 
see hit «dn 24 indd ot ood wele Hegre 
SYAL do sa adi ai 


1, Five thos bead 44 fdisk 


“pep hy ys @ 


foal. ee oh 


1G PAY elutes its ijt azt 








aA veel Hue aren} Wye TE ant wilt {it hawowel Ae Re | 

‘haly veateieto ie ht, ads eae elt iostaaitiradsald 
peieay. at tera dieg ent ab Bis 

7h, lt hy } wraiety Gul Stetilwr eisniiite'L 
wise) Becket Ot lesbos iw 8 os Wed zetle * ara 
tyole aigt ( iN tb O@Pnny, a ny bad 
ie is ; lh rpackh yeribiess weite lise 
Wuitwool waewatak of Poteet’ ol amgeriqer aul 
no ot Dernnor (Seah taey oc aha 6iDe ants 


1, epevpoedat ould Giry HSsirigah: wes BCE weudiod 


ineh ak bi’ (abi TOR rowley ial 
‘ ded, cdlpoDromessh) oiivzerie) 
Hy HOLE oe cab mipsy adgis- wit te api alt ig aiel 
rant Fe diet ABT. R oanst’ iri 
ase Poo dowd daidquil aii, To gaibu site. Creny 
ont how aE abe aopteatsl botovah fans taou7 69 
dowmilb ad? tt tohasl s cer bob, cam Btdoq- ate 8 
in veldng, of en Iho ek cadoragt a ean seh Sth hi 
wh dhsaqy tadrticlat hassnpeles os. AB ys wet 
Hiitiniioon of fF abn Yaey assy 
of Ly wilt od lad piney giamiin eet bie elires 
ail! To ‘alan n eae is piace brs Hy, vid fo red 


vie pesihiides Ve hose ini me “ Pa | ia 


cu” Beerss50 


ai fychisy: 3. SE ri 


ail tty 


WIKIO I 


ae gee Sa Ae i ammenart 


wud) tative nviiteyg oblate kT 


Niderae 


edna enor alt elo hee TRL sao odds 


wey 


ell? Sortie: nadtos ad OESI 1w9y ould t b 


evewle ate [poititue wi ovitos sage 1 


Be a Lae 


_ 






















































HT 


‘04, i eth’ ” Shih aa 
indent mise Vobolt esiquaoo wnd@o 
‘tentiyes Aarts ah ot eb at retoey olit 
abt" ob Teebn anwar od) to itil 
IQ Tany fail ail te inoranvoy esgiath 
eh wipe year lw seo} guomen treet | 
Ot etout it oie @ltt Yo yrodtelil odd. mo & 
Hoku, sooth & Ateltl OL dye ei eno e ; 
yaad path iho aie blow i ait 1 
Suvalrtd, out nvr ait ~wdasaD alters 
nentaaet 30. tesiblan anshetl erodln oil 
agi wiiad a “xlsrioqen LORY 
aed wat odd ai BY coinae natady 
Bais: 8 sian Ys W odd a 
ie CORT ego ist wi giine7lyanaed 
LH oan -eaii-ot batriant enw xotteowe 
Hsaiht bite; pa i auulnyd to votdginnhy fa 
ty Hi ae alah | ail ten abieey of, be 


afl ‘ba ath sds, ado thoi ah VEE 

olan yale os oleh, Me it SGA ae 

todty thoy adie ytiirat ve “ont nr ei we 
oat opi Blo. 44): to S14 docour. anew 
oiiieqes: omni aethodteM bas 





ovals aaah waived Savi? sidernsoorh « 
a atts iO old els, egGOS idk 70 Risods } Pie 
Veto toda : F 
juiiwod, tie avided " as melo np 
tarhitoe ytruobatoxssi ‘air BiG. 
vew esotlae We cappibentb vot) ctharry tag 
-fos \& poeta Oe urs wien) altars’ to 
ago 4% 10Wl yaanottulovelt 
mise) oft To. ae Abo iA elt ob beg 
gun to” uy dmatdare Titaw iountiga 
havior bits Torre fainereg v 
olstnactortt ip eof *yoliat as) 
beset edt yA. 2ane% not rol eid) an 
-denen ott ansible 78 sterylt te besso0l , 
4) agen nat ue forte yptteet) fev 
umes apolls at ‘chacteng jercnemt 4 &: 
1s add) 4eariiad Dis, al 
1970. ‘hotihe ae, antl th 





me o 





eal 


tad wed wt ou .: 








9 


—it____-G | Ja 


HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. r 


378 





| 
| 








grew to maturity, the only surviving member being | 
A. M. Bridges, who is a leading farmer of Wiley | 


Township. 
panied his father to Randolph County, Ark., and 
his youth was spent in learning the intricacies of 
farm work and blacksmithing, he also acquiring a 
fair education in the common schools of his adopted 
county. Upon the breaking out of the Rebellion 
in 1861 he joined the Seventh Arkansas Cavalry, 
Confederate States Army, took a stirring part 
in the battle of Corinth, and was in numerous 
At the second battle of Corinth he 
was one out of eight of his company to escape un- 
hurt, and at the close of the war he went to the city 
of St. Louis, and served a three-years’ apprentice. 
ship at the machinist’s trade under G. H. Timons; 


skirmishes. 


then came to Randolph County and purchased 160 | 


acres of land, on which he now lives. The prop- 
erty at that time was raw timber land, but he has 
made valuable improvements in the way of build- 
ing, fences and clearing, and has added to his 
original purchase until he now has a fine tract of 
land embracing 400 acres, of which 175 are under 
cultivation. He has been married four times and has 
four living children: Susan, wife of Paul S. Leonard, 
of Randolph County; Martha, wife of John Ball, 
also of this county; W. B., at home, and one other. 
Mr. Bridges has been the architect of his own 
fortune, and through his own exertions has ac- 
quired his present property which is one of the 
finest farms in the county. 
in connection with his farm work he has also con- 


For the last few years 


ducted a blacksmith shop on his farm, and is con- 
sidered a skillful mechanic. 

William Bridges. In any worthy history of 
the county the name that heads this sketch will 
always be given an enviable place among the lead- 
ing citizens of the county, and its self-made agri- 
culturists. Mr. Bridges is a native of Randolph 
County, having been born here November 18, 1527, 
and is the seventh of ten children, three of whom 
are now living, the other two being Martha, wife 
of William Fry, a farmer of this county, and 
Nancy, born to the marriage of John Bridges and 
Cynthia Spivey. Both parents were born in the 
‘*Old North State,’’ and the father died in Ran- 


At the age of nine years he accom- , 


dolph County, Ark., when about forty-four years 
of age, the mother dying in Fulton, while on a visit 
several years after the war. After their marriage, 
which occurred in their native State, they came to 
this part of Arkansas, it being then a Territory, 
and engaged in farming, which ocenpation proved 
quite successful. Game of all kinds was quite 
plentiful at that time, and Indians were also 
numerous, but they never molested the Bridges 
family, although many of the other settlers suffered 
severely at their hands. Mr. Bridges was a life- 
long Democrat, and he and wife were members of 
the Presbyterian Church. 
mained with his parents until their deaths, and has 


been a farmer all his life. 


William Bridges re- 


In 1861 his farming 
operations being interrupted by the opening of 
the Rebellion, he laid down his farming imple- 
ments to take up the weapons of warfare, and en- 
listed in Capt. Wright’s company, Col. William 
Patterson’s infantry, Confederate States Army. and 
served until the close of the war, his regiment be- 
ing the first to cross the Mississippi River. He 
was at the battles of Shiloh and Perryville, and 
also participated ina number of skirmishes. Since 
returning home from the army he has been en- 
gaged in farming and stock raising, and from 
starting in life with not so much as a good suit of 
clothes, he has become one of the heaviest tax payers 
in the county, and now owns 773 acres:of some of 
the best land of which the county can boast. He 
has long been a Democrat, and is one of the enter- 
prising citizens of the county. His marriage with 
Elizabeth Wells took place July 21, 1864, she hav- 
ing been born in Randolph County, Ark., a daugh- 
ter of Hugh Wells. To them were born five chil- 
dren, now living: Elizabeth, William W., Margaret, 
Hugh and Nevada. John died March 10, 1SS9, 
at the age of twenty-one years; George died De- 
cember 30, 1858, in his seventeenth year; Emily 
died December 15, 1888, when twenty-four years 
of age, the wife of George Wells; Hugh died when 
thirteen years old; Samuel when three years of 
age, and two infant daughters are deceased. Mr. 
Bridges, like his father, is a Democrat, and he and 
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 
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A. W. W. Brooks, one of the most extensive | the prospects before him. In the first year of his 


land owners and cotton growers of Randolph 
County, was born in Davidson County, Tenn., in 
the year 1832. 


Mary N. Brooks, the former a prominent citizen 
of that portion of Tennessee, and for several years | 


sheriff of Jackson County. Richard P. Brooks 
was a member of the legislature for a great 
many years, and at the age of seventy-four was 
elected a ‘‘ floater,’’ or in other words, a repre- 
sentative from more than one county. 


and brilliant career. His son, A. W. W. Brooks, 
was reared and received his education in Jackson 
County, Tenn. He seemed to be imbued with 
the spirit that characterized his father, and fol- 
lowed closely in his footsteps early in life. When 
war was announced between the North and South, 


he occupied the clerkship of Jackson County cir- | 


cuit court, and at the outset of the National excite. 


Jackson County. He held the rank of lieutenant, 
to that county and organized another company, of 
which he was lieutenant. 
with an overwhelming force the captain was killed 
and the company disorganized, many of the men 
being captured. 
prisoners, and after fifteen months’ confinement he 
returned and collected the shattered fragments of 
his company, of which he was the captain until 
the spring of 1565, the time of the surrender. At 
the close of the war he returned to Jackson County, 
in the same State, hke many a chivalrous spirit 
who had cast his fortune with the Confederacy— 
penniless. He soon started, however, at the task of 
regaining at least a portion of what he had lost, 
and, leaving the old home behind him, traveled 
further west. 


Lieut. Brooks was among the 


He settled in Lawrence County, 


Ark., and remained there two years, but thinking | 


that Randolph County would be a more desirable 
On his arrival 
there, all his worldly possessions consisted of a 


location, he moved to that place. 


pair of steers and a very meager outfit, but if his | 


riches were small his heart was large, and accom- 
panied by a spirit too proud to be cast down by 


His parents were Richard P. and | 


He died at — 
the age of seventy-five years, after an honorable 


| be quickly dispelled. 


During an engagement | 


| arrival he succeeded in getting some one to rent 


him a portion of land, upon which he began farm- 
ing, paying them with a portion of the crop he 
raised. He finally became the owner of a piece of 
land, which his ingenuity and foresight put him 
in possession of, and from that time to the present 
he has been successful in his financial enterprises. 
His wealth has grown to massive proportions, and 
at one time he was the owner of 8,000 acres of 
land, but donated some 4,000 acres to his children. 
Mr. Brooks is widely known for his shrewdness in 


| commercial transactions, and many people, not thor- 
_ oughly acquainted with him, would perhaps think 


he was aman of very stern principles, but to see him 


_ once in the family circle away from the cares and 


perplexities of his busy life, that impression would 
He is generous, almost to a 
fault; ready to give aid wherever it is really 


_ needed, and is a man whose word will carry weight 
ment’ he was the first to organize a company in | 


whenever it comes from his mouth. He has never 


_ practiced as a regular attorney, but his knowledge 
and, when the conscript act was enforced, returned | 


of the law is considerable, and that fact alone has 
given him a greater advantage than the average 
man, especially in some of his extensive land deals. 
Like almost all other successful and prominent 
men, Mr. Brooks’ accumulation of great wealth 
has gained for him many enemies, people who 
started with him in the race through life and were 
outstripped long before the three-quarter stretch 
was reached; but his friends, and their name is 
legion, knowing how to appreciate the true man, 
are filled with admiration at his wonderful success. 
Mr. Brooks was first married in 1855, in the State 
of Tennessee, to Miss Julia J. Richmond. The 
result of this happy union was four children: 
Ellen, wife of J. P. Rogers; William P. Brooks, 
whose sketch immediately follows this one; Alice, 
widow of Robert Surridge; and Maggie, wife 
of David Feneter. This, his first wife, and the 
companion of his earlier manhood, after having 


_ proven herself a kindly and faithful wife and 


worthy mother, was called to eternity and away 
from her family in L874. Some years after this 
Mr. Brooks contracted a second marriage with Mrs. 


McIlroy, a charming widow of Randolph County, 
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by whom he has had one child, Fannie A. This 
last marriage, unlike most second marriages, was a 
happy one. Whether this was due to the qualities 
of the lady or to the tact of Mr. Brooks in turning 
all things to good account, is a matter of conjec- 
ture, but judging from results, each one must be 
entitled to an equal amount of credit. Mrs. 
Brooks was almost the equal of her husband in 
business transactions, and during her 
This faithful woman has 


lifetime 
was his only counselor. 
also been called away by the hand of death. . 

W. P. Brooks is a successful young farmer of 
Randolph County, Ark.. and it is, perhaps, not to 
be wondered at that he should devote himself to 
agricultural pursuits, for, in looking back over the 
careers of his ancestors, we find that the majority 
of them were honest tillers of the soil. He is a 
native-born resident of the county, his birth oc- 
curring in 1858, and in his youth he succeeded in 
acquiring a good, practical education, and from the 
very first was taught the rudiments of farm labor 
by his father, a shrewd, practical agriculturist. 
He has made that his chief calling throughout life, 
and although a young man is well fixed financially, 
being the owner of 546 acres of land, of which 
264 are in Lawrence County. 
he is residing on his father’s extensive estate of 


At the present time 


which he is general manager and overseer, and also 
acts as book-keeper for his father. 
which occurred when he was twenty-two years of 
age, was with Miss Birdie Surridge, who was born 
and reared in the State of Arkansas. They have 
two bright and interesting children named James 
A. and Essie P. In his political views Mr. Brooks 
has always been a Democrat, and being a young 
man of pluck and energy he is bound to succeed in 
whatever calling he may undertake. [For parents’ 
history see sketch of A. W. W. Brooks. | 

Richard D. Brown is a member of the law firm 
of Brown & Black, one of the leading and most 
influential at the bar of Pocahontas and is a native 
of Calloway County, Ky., born in the year 1832. 
He has that ease of manner and force of character 
which make the sons of the Blue Grass State influ- 


His marriage, 


ential wherever they go. Reared to the mysteries 


of farm life from early youth, he began for himself 








Teas 


in this pursuit at the age of seventeen years, and 
continued until twenty-seven years of age, when 
he entered the office of Lem Bovd, and there studied 
law. He was admitted to the bar in October, 1859, 
at Murray, Ky., and in 1860 went to Metropolis 
City, Ill., where he located and practiced law for 
one year. At the breaking out of hostilities he 
moved back to his native county, and during the 
When 
peace was declared he settled in Murray, Ky., and 
practiced his profession until 1876, when he moved 
to Randolph County, Ark. 
cessfully engaged in the practice of his profession 
He was first married in 1850 to Miss 
America Foster, a native of Kentucky (Christian 
County), and one child was born to this union, 
Almedia, who is the wife of C. C. Marshal, of 
Murray, Ky. Mrs. Brown died in April, 1859, a 
the age of twenty-one years. She was a devoted 
member of the Baptist Church. Mr. Brown was 
married the second time, in 1860, to Miss Anna E. 
Trill. a native of Montgomery County, Tenn., and 


war was engaged in contraband trade. 


Here he has been suc- 


ever since. 


' tbis union was blessed by the birth of three chil- 


dren: Sallie S., Mary E. and Ruth. 
is a member of the Baptist Church. He is amem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and both are much 
esteemed citizens. 


Mrs. Brown 


Mr. Brown owns about 4,500 
acres of land, and is largely interested in the lum- 
ber business. He employs from twenty to tifty 
men, and is doing well at this. He is a Democrat, 
a leading lawyer and a first-class business man. 
His parents, Edward S. and Sallie (Card) Brown. 
of Culpeper County, Va. The 
father was educated for a surveyor, but finding agri- 
cultural pursuits more suited to his tastes. he fol- 
lowed that occupation the principal part of his life. 


He was reared in Hopkinsville, Ky., and in 1831 


were natives 


emigrated to Western Kentucky. where he settled 
in Calloway County. There he received his final 
summons in 1890, at the age of fifty years. The 
mother died in 1886, at the age of seventy-five 
years. Both were esteemed members of the Bap- 
tist Church. 
and was considered a leader of his party in West- 


The father was a Whig in polities, 


ern Kentucky. He was a very prominent man. 


They were the parents of twelve children, six now 
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living: 
way County, Ky.; Mary J., wife of Cyrus Owen, 
also in Calloway County: Fannie. wife of W. S. 
Sled, of the same county; Richard D.; Jane, wife 
of William H. Daily, of Calloway County, and 
Sophronia, wife of W. C. Clements, also of that 
county. The paternal grandfather, Thomas Brown, 
was a native of Culpeper County, Va., and was a 
He settled in Ken- 
tucky later in life, and founded the town of Hop- 
kinsville, Ky., in 1812. The maternal grandfather 
was Edmond Card, who was also a native of Cul- 
peper County, Va. He was a wealthy farmer 
and a soldier in the War of 1812; was quite active 


successful tiller of the soil. 


in politics, and was receiver of the land office of | 


Western Kentucky for a number of years. He 
was also a minister in the Baptist Church. 

W. M. Burrow, merchant, Warm Springs, Ark. 
This enterprising and thorough-going business- 
man was born on the 21st of December, 1827, in 
Tennessee, and his father, Philip Burrow, was a 
native of the same State. The elder Burrow was 
was united in marriage to Miss Minta Lacy, also a 
native of Tennessee. They moved to Arkansas in 
1843, and settled in Randolph County, where the 


death, which occurred in 1844. He was thrown 
from a wagon and -killed. After his death Mrs. 
Burrow purchased land, and reared the nine chil- 


dren born to her union with Mr. Burrow (seven | 
of whom are now living): Jeremiah (deceased); | 
William M., G. W. (deceased), James W., living | 


in Fulton County: Villa, widow of George Ivoty, 
in Fulton County, Ark.; Jane, also in Fulton 
County; Josiah, Robert and Tindrel. In 1879 
Mrs. Burrow sold her farm and moved to Fulton 
County, Ark. 
husband Tindrel Burrow, a distant relative of her 
first husband. Mr. Burrow died in 1876, but his 
widow still survives him, and resides in Fulton 
County. She was born in 1814, is now in her sev- 


enjoying very good health. In his early youth W. 
M. Burrow had a poor chance for an education, 
but since, by close application and study, he has 


Edmond, a farmer, now living in Callo- | 


_ ceased), and Alice (wife of Lee Jarrett). 
a farmer by occupation, and when a young man _| 


came home and engaged in tilling the soil. 
_ has never held an office in his life; was elected at 


In 1846 she married for her second | 


_ the Democratic party. 


acquired a good business education, and is a man 
well informed on the current topics of theday. At 
the age of twenty-six he wedded Miss Luvina 
Baily, of Missouri, and then began his career as a 
He first purchased 160 acres of land, im- 
proved the same and cultivated the soil until 1877, 
when he engaged 


farmer. 
in merchandising at Warm 
Springs, and has continued successfully ever since. 
His annual business amounts to about $10,0UU0 or 
$12,000. In 1885 he erected a fine flouring-mill, 
with cotton-gin combined, which cost him about 
35,000, and with which he does a good business. 
He furnishes considerable flour to the surrounding 
merchants and all the farmers of the northern part 
of the county, also a portion of Oregon and Ripley 
Counties, Mo. Aside from this he is the owner of 


about fifty acres of land close to town. His mar- 


: riage occurred in 1853, and he and wife have reared 
;a family of seven children (tive now living): Moses, 
Jane (wife of P. Carter), Jerry, Nancy (wife of 


James Jarrett), Martha (deceased), Mary T. (de- 
On com- 
mencing for himself Mr. Burrow had no help, and 
has made all by the sweat of his brow. In 1562 
he joined the Confederate army, under Capt. Bry- 


_ ant, and served three years and eight months in 
father tilled the soil, on rented land, until his | 


the Trans - Mississippi department. He partici- 
pated in the battles of Cane Hill, Richmond, 


_ Helena and Red River, was with Gen. Price on 


his raid through Missouri, in 1864, and participated 
in all the battles of importance during that raid. 
He was slightly wounded at Ash Station, while un- 
der Gen. Joe Shelby, and surrendered at Jackson- 
pert, Ark., on the dth of June, 1865. He then 
He 


one time school director, but paida fine of $10 and 
saved himself from filling that office. Mr. and 


_ Mrs. Burrow are members of the Predestinarian 


Baptist Church, and he in polities affiliates with 
He is public spirited, is in 


_ favor of all enterprises for the good of the county, 
enty-fifth year, does her own housework, and is | 


is an earnest advocate of schools, and a liberal 
donor to all enterprises of a beneticial character. 
The paternal grandfather was a captain in the 
Revolutionary War, and served during the entire 
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time. 
months when he enlisted. 
grandmother of our subject, lived to be one hun- 


His wife, the paternal 


dred and fifteen years old, and had been a widow 
She was born about 1735, and 
Her sister, Mrs. Patterson, died 


sixty-two years. 
died about 1850. 


He had only been married about four | 


‘ 


Ramsey, and was wedded to her in 1855. They 
had nine children (seven of whom are now living): 


| T. T., living in this county; Nancy E., wife of 


at the age of one hundred and nine years, and was | 


buried with the honors of war. 
a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 

J. J. Carner, another prominent stock raiser of 
Warm Springs Township, has followed this oceu- 
pation, in connection with farming, the principal 
part of his life. and has been very successful. To 
the Blue Grass State he owes his nativity, having 
been born there on the 26th of August, 1835. His 
parents, Joel and Nancy (Sigler) Carner, were na- 


tives, respectively, of North Carolina and Tennes- | 


see. The father came to Kentucky at a very early 


day, and the mother made her first appearance in | 
They were married there in | 


that State in 1819. 
1828, and there the father followed tilling the soil 


for about fourteen years. He then removed to 


Posey County, Ind., and in 1837 entered eighty | 


acres of land, which he improved, and farmed un- 


til his death, in 1839. To this marriage were born 


Her busband was | 


the following children: Peggie A., wife of Miles | 


B. Frence; Elizabeth J., wife of W. H. Lane: 
Malinda J., wife of John D. Morehead; P. W., who 


Church, as are James J., Jr., Malinda A. 


lives in Ripley County, Mo., andis afarmer; J. J., 


and J. N., who lives in Fulton County, Ark., and | 
After the death of her | 


is a minister and farmer. 
husband Mrs. Carner was united in marriage to 
Mr. Joel Short, in 1843, in Union County, Ky., 
whither she had moved in 1839. 
1808, and died on the Sth of April, 1880. 
Short died in September, 1853. 
commenced work for himself at the age of nine- 
teen, and in 1877 moved to this State, settling in 
this county on the 25th of November. He imme- 
diately engaged in farming, which occupation he 
In 1882 he en- 
and in Randolph County, 
and now has about seventy-five acres under fence, 


Mr. 


has continued up to the present. 
tered 166,2,3, acres of 


and fifty or sixty acres under cultivation, with fair 
Mr. Carner 
selected for his life companion Miss Naney J. 


houses and good outbuildings, ete. 


She was born in. 


John Bloodworth, livmg in Ripley County, Mo.: 
J. J., Jr., in Randolph County: J. N., Jr., 
the same county; Sarab (deceased), Mary O. (de- 
ceased), Malinda A., Laura B. and Barba. Mrs. 
Carner was born on the 19th of September, 1836, 
and is a daughter of James A. and Elizabeth (James) 
Ramsey. Mr. and Mrs. Ramsey were the parents 
of the following children: T. G., living in Webster 
County, Ky.; Robert (deceased), John M., James 
A., Jr., and N. J. Mr. Ramsey died about 1844, 
and Mrs. Ramsey was married again, to Mr. James 
Riggs, in 1848. Three children were born to this 


in 


_ union: George W., Sylvester and Stanford Y. Mr. 
Riggs died in 1870, and Mrs. Riggsin 1875. The 
latter was a member of the Baptist Church. J. J. 


Carner’s uncle on the mother’s side was in the War 
of 1812, under Gen. Jackson, and participated in 
the battle of New Orleans. J. J. Carner 
school director in Kentucky for eight years, and 
has filled the same office in this county one term. 
Politically his preference is with the Republican 
party. He is a member of the Wheel, and he 
and wife are members of the Free Will Baptist 


Was 


and 
Laura B. 

William Carrens, M. D. The profession of 
the physician is one which operates effectively in 
time of need in arresting and alleviating the most 
acute pains and ailments to which the human body 


is heir, and therefore deserves the most apprecia- 


tive consideration on the part of the public. In 


_ this profession the gratitude of hundreds are due 


J. J. Carner | 


to the talent and skill of Dr. Carrens, who has 
been an active practicing physician of the county 


since 1884. He was born in the State of Lllinois, 


_ September 7, 1849, and received his early educa- 


reached the age of nineteen years. 


tion in the graded school at Clinton. He attended 
one course of lectures in the Eclectic Medical In- 
stitute of Cincinnati, Ohio, his tuition being paid 
with means obtained by teaching school after he had 
For fourteen 
years he wielded the ferule successively in Illinois, 


| Missouri and Arkansas, and since ISS4 has been 
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one of the active practicing physicians of Randolph 
County. He was married November 1S, 1868, to 
Miss Martha E. Brothers, and by her he became 
the father of three children: 
August 7, 1869, the wife of Thomas Phillips; Ida 
J., born February 25, 1872, and is the wife of 
Frank Steward, and J. W., born July 2, 1874, re- 
siding at home. 


Church; she was a daughter of John and Nancy 
Brothers, whose family consisted of six children: 
William, George, Harriett, Sarah, Robert and 
Martha E. Miss Lucy Spinks became the second 
wife of Dr. Carrens, December 14, 1876, and of 
their seven children four died in infancy and 
three are now living: James S., born May 30, 
1879; Eva M., born July 20, 1881, and Bertha, 
born August 25, 1888. 
(Ozment) Spinks were native Tennesseeans, who 


moved to Illinois at a very early day, and there | 


reared a family of seven children: James J., 


Jobn A., Lucy (Carrens) and Martha. Mrs. 
died April 7, 1874, her husband afterward marry- 
ing Harriet Doughty, of Illinois, in 1874. Dr. 
Carrens was first a member of the Free Will Bap- 


and members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
which church they joined in 1877. The Doctor is 
a member of the A. F. & A. M. and is a Republi- 
can politically. His parents, Elisha and Mary E. 
(Hester) Carrens, were Tennesseeans. and were 
born, reared and married there, the latter event 
taking place in 1848. They died in their native 
State in 1855, and both were members of the Bap- 
tist Church.- They were the parents of three 
children: William, J. A., who is a farmer of 
Claiborne County, Ark., and Elizabeth (deceased). 

R. J. Carter, cotton grower and stock raiser, 
Pocahontas, Ark. Mr. Carter is one of those wide- 
awake, thorough-going gentlemen who are bound 
to make their way in the world with very little 
help from outsiders. He is the son of Minatree 
and Matilda (Mock) Carter, the former a native of 
South Carolina, and one of the early pioneers of 





Harriett A., born | 


Presley and Elizabeth — 


_a Knight of Honor. 
tist Church, but he and wife are now attendants | 


| Esselman, of Pocahontas. 
| the Roman Catholic Church. 





Northeast Arkansas, where he died in 1857, at 
the age of fifty-five or fifty-six years. The 
mother was also a native of South Carolina, and 
died when about fifty-three years of age. She was 
Of the nine children 


born to their marriage, three are now living, and 


partly of German descent. 


' R. J. Carter was the fifth in order of birth. He 
The Doctor’s wife died Feb- | 
ruary 14, 1876, an earnest member of the Baptist — 


was born in Randolph County, Ark., in 1833, and 
grew to manhood in that and Greene Counties. 
He made his start in life by following the oecupa- 
tion to which he had been trained in early life, 
farming, and in 1861 was united in marriage to 
Miss Mary D. Kuykendall. To ‘this union were 
born three children, only one, Min., who is twenty- 
seven years of age, now living. Those deceased are 
In 1862 Mr. Carter entered 
the Confederate service, and was on duty for three 
years. He was at the battles of Jenkins’ Ferry, 
Pleasant Hill, Camden and Helena. 
to his family at the close of the war and continued 


Florence and Norah. 


He returned 


| tilling the soil in Greene County, Ark., for fifteen 
Sarah (Harris), Eliza (Biskins), Tennessee (Odam), | 


years. He then came to Randolph County, settled 


on 500 acres and engaged in farming and stock 
Spinks was a member of the Baptist Church and 


raising. He is also the owner of 240 acres in Clay 
County. He is a Democrat in politics, a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, Master Mason and 


He is also a member of the 
Baptist Church. Min. Carter, son of R. J. Car- 
ter, was born in Clay County, Ark., in 1862, was 
reared on the farm until sixteen years of age, 


_ when he entered the State University at Fayette- 


ville, Ark., where he attended one vear. He then 


entered Batesville College, where he graduated 


in 1884 with the degree of B.S. 
Pocahontas, he engaged as a salesman in the store 
of R. N. Hamil for two years. He then embarked 
in the drug business for himself, and this continued 
until April, 1859. He was married in November. 
1888, to Miss Mazie Esselman, a daughter of Dr. 


Returning to 


Both are members of 


Henry A. Clark, merchant and farmer, Elm 
Store, Ark. 
Boone County, Ark., where his birth occurred on 
the 26th of December, 1852, 


This gentleman owes his nativity to 


and is the son of G. 


_ W. and Fannie (Arnold) Clark, natives of Virginia 
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HISTORY OF 


ARKANSAS. 





The elder Mr. Clark 
eame to Arkansas in 1850, settling in Carroll 
County. but after a residence there of about four 


and Tennessee, respectively. 


7 


| ried on the 28th of February, 1877, was formerly 


years, moved to Marion County, where he bought | 


200 acres of land. 
1865, when he moved to Independence County, 
Ark., and settled close to Batesville. 


He tilled the soil there until | 


He remained 


there only two years, and then moved to Ran. — 


dolph County, where he bought wild land on Janes 
Creek. He moved from there in 1878 to Elm 
Store, where he died on the 30th of October, 1886, 


at the age of seventy-seven years. He was mar- 


ried in 1834 to Miss Arnold, who bore him ten | 


children, seven now living: James, Annie, wife 


of W. M. Campbell, of Oregon County, Mo.;_ 
Sarah, wife of T. M. Brown, of Marion County, | 


Bali HS: Be ELS RR. “Be and "G. ° W, . Mis. 
Clark died on the 27tb of Aprii, 1887, at the age 
of sixty-nine years. 
Methodist Episcopal Chureh, South. 
was a successful farmer, and in his political views 
affiliated with the Democratic party. The pater- 
with his brother when quite a young man. 
both accepted positions as overseers on plantations 
in Virginia. The brother was killed by negroes 
and thrown into a log heap to burn, but was found 
in time and taken out. 
from Virginia to Tennessee, and thence to Alabama, 
and was one of the earliest settlers of Jackson 
County. The maternal grandfather was also an 


Both were members of the | 
Mr. Clark | 


Miss Ellendar A. Kirkpatrick, of this county, and 
they are the parents of four children, three now 
living: C. Newton, Adolphus G. and Elmer. The 
one deceased was named Henry Perry. At the com- 
Mr. Clark had 
but very little to commence with, but by close 
application to business, and by his honorable, up- 
right course, he has attained an enviable position, 


mencement of his business career, 


and is now one of the leading business men in the 
county. 
of land and a fine residence where he now lives. 


At present he is the owner of 700 acres 


also owns his store, and his annual sales amount 
to about $15,000. 
fraternity, is a Democrat in politics, and he and 
his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 


He is a member of the Masonic 


| Church, South. 


M. F. Collier, of the law firm of Lomax & Col- 
lier, is one of the prominent men who make up the 
strength of the Arkansas bar. 
Ohio County, Ky., born in the year 1849, and is 


He is a native of 


_the son of H. H. Collier and Susan F. (Allmon) 
nal grandfather of our subject came from England | 


They | 


The grandfather moved | 


Collier, also natives of the Blue Grass State. The 
father was a shoemaker in early life, but later fol- 
lowed agricultural pursuits, and is now engaged 
in merchandising at Prairie Grove, Ark. 
grated to this county in 1860, settling in the north- 
ern part of the same, where he remained until 


He emi- 


_ 188i, and then moved to his present home. He 


early settler of Jackson County, Ala., and was one 


of the wealthiest men there during his time. He 


was originally from the State of Tennessee, but | 


died in Alabama about 1858. _H. A. Clark’s early 
opportunities for an education were rather meager, 
and he attended his first school in 1866. He then 


to 1875, and obtained a good practical education at 
Thomasville Academy, Oregon County, Mo. 
leaving school, and on the 23d of August, 1875, 
he came to his present place, and engaged in mer- 
chandising, which he has continued ever since in a 


very successful manner. In connection with this he 


was appointed United States census taker of Ran- 
dolph County, and is quite a prominent man. He 
and his wife are worthy members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. M. F. Collier was reared on 
a farm in the county, and there remained until 


nineteen years of age, when he came to Pocahon- 


| tas. 


He was there engaged in a packing house 


as a laborer, and later was made hostler for the 
attended the free schools of his section from 1868 | 


After | 


firm. Some time after this he was employed as 
salesman in the store of Mr. Hecht, where he con- 
tinued three years. He was made book- keeper for 
the same man at Jacksonport, Ark., remained with 
him two years, and then returned to Pocahontas, 
where he took charge of the books in the main 


store. At the end of four years’ service in that 


also operates a farm of 250 acres on Eleven Points | capacity, he took an interest in the real-estate 


River. 


Mr. Clark’s wife, to whom he was mar- | business, and studied law. 


He was admitted to 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 








the bar in February, 1886, and formed a partner- | 


ship with Mr. Lomax, with whom he has remained 
up to the present time. He commands the conti- 
dence of the people and the respect of his law 
brethren, and is an acquisition to Pocahontas. He 
selected Miss Sophia E. Richter, a native of 


Louisiana, for his wife, and was wedded to her in | 
the country, but while on the way the companion 


1876. They have an interesting family of tive 
children: Eugene L., Alma, Beryl, Thomas and 
Laurane. Mr. and Mrs. Collier are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in which he is 
Sunday-school superintendent, and takes an ac- 
tive interest in church and Sunday-school work. 
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Chap- 
ter and Council, also of the Eastern Star, and 
the K. of H. Heis also a member of the I. O. 
O. F. He owns some town property, and consid- 
erable land. The firm makes a specialty of real- 


action. 

Captain Wibb Conner, Pocahontas, Ark. A 
glance at the lives of many representative men 
whose names appear in this volume will reveal 
sketches of some honored and influential citizens, 
who have resided many years in this county, but 
among them-none are more worthy or deserving of 
mention than Capt. Wibb Conner. Onhis father’s 
side he is of Irish descent, while his mother was of 
Scotch-Irish origin. Capt. Conner was originally 
from Wayne County, Mo., where his birth occurred 
on the 13th of December, 1837, and is the son of 
John B. and Jane H. (Robinson) Conner, the 
father a native of Virginia, and the mother of 
North Carolina. The grandfather Conner was a 
native of Ireland, but came to America and settled 
in Virginia, and afterward on Green River, Ky., 
in 1806. He followed the occupation of a farmer, 
also wielded the ferule for some time, and was a 
brave and gallant soldier in the Revolutionary 
War. The maternal grandfather, David Robinson, 
was a native of North Carolina, and was an early 
settler of the Duck River Country, now in Ten- 
nessee. Jobn B. Conner (father of the subject of 
this sketch) was reared on a farm, but at an early 
age went as an apprentice to the gun and black- 


of his days in Wayne County, in that State. 


_ pal Church. 


smith trade, which he learned of Col. Wooly, who, 
in 1815, organized an exploring expedition to go 
down the Mississippi River, and up the Red 
River. Jobn B. Conner accompanied him, and 
while on the Red River all sickened and died ex- 
cept Mr. Conner and one companion. They 
started on foot to come through to Kentucky across 


died and Mr. Conner was left alone. He got back 
as far as Greenville, Mo., but stopped there and 
started a shop in 1816, and passed the remainder 
His 
death occurred in September, 1850, at the age 
of fifty-six years. The mother of Capt. Conner 
died in 1845, at the age of forty-seven years, and 
was a worthy member of the Methodist Episco- 
The father was a man who took a 


great interest in politics, and was prominent in 
estate business, and their extensive practice is but | 
a natural result of their individual and confederate 


public affairs. He held the office of sheriff of 
Wayne County, Mo., for four years, and served in 
the General Assembly two terms. They reared a 
family of children: Benjamin F., died in Wayne 
County, Mo., leaving two children; Frances M., 
wife of John O. Bettis, of Wayne County, Mo. ; 
Philip A. (deceased), left a family of three chil- 
dren; Samuel W., died at the age of twenty-one 
years; Wibb, and Rachel E. (deceased), wife of 
Noel Estes, of Wayne County. Capt. Wibb Con- 
ner, when nine years of age, was left motherless, 
and when thirteen years of age his father died. 
He remained on the home place with his brothers 
until eighteen years of age, when he went to 
Greenville, Mo., and engaged as a clerk in astore. 
At the age of twenty he embarked in business for 
himself in general merchandising, and continued 
this until the war broke out. In 1862 he enlisted 
in Reeves’ company, and was attached to the 
Second Missonri Cavalry, serving in the Confeder- 
ate army until the 25th of May, 1865. He en- 
tered the ranks as a private, and came out asa cap- 
tain of Company H, Fifteenth Missouri Cavalry. 
After the war he came to Randolph County, Ark., 
settled on a farm five miles north of Pocahontas, 
and there earried on farming and milling until 
1867. He then 
there engaged as clerk in a store for some time. 


moved to Pocahontas -and was 
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In March, 1867, he moved to St. Louis, commencing | 


in the hotel business, but a few months later re- 


mill business, which he ran until 1870. 
was burned down, and Capt. Conner came to Poca- 
hontas and acted as salesman in astore until 1878. 
He then was elected sheriff and collector, and 
served in that capacity for four years, after which 
he engaged in the real estate business for two years. 
In 1886 he was appointed, under President Cleve- 
land, special agent of a general land office, and 
‘ assigned to duty in Florida, where he remained 
until the Ist of April, 1889. He then returned to 
Pocahontas, where he now lives, retired. 
first married in October, 1861, to Miss Eliza Bol- 
linger, a native of Randolph County, and to them 
was born one child living, Samuel A., who now re- 
sides at Cressview, Fla., and is a telegraph oper- 
ator. 
Capt. Conner took for his second wife, on the 15th 


of Randolph County, Ark., by whom he has six 
children: Kate W., Carl, Philip A., Elfleda, P. 
Mabel and Jennie Ellen. He and wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Heis 
a member of the Masonic fraternity and K. of H. 
He isthe owner of 500 acres of land, besides town 
property here andin Florida. He is a temperance 
man, and is active in church 
matters. 


and educational 


Eli Creason, farmer and stock raiser, Warm 
Springs, Ark. On the loth of August, 1840, there 


The mill | 


| very young. 
turned to Pocahontas, and again engaged in the | 


Adaline (wife of Hicks Mathews). One child died 
Henry Creason was born in 1820, 
and has always followed agricultural pursuits, in 
He and wife 
reside in Kentucky, and are sixty-nine and seventy 


which he has been very successful. 


years of age, respectively, and are in the enjoy- 


ment of exceptionally good health. They are 


_ members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 


| Mr. Creason is a Democrat, although indeed he 


He was | 


_ing that time he spent about three 


Mrs. Conner died in February, 1868, and | 


Eli 
was employed on his father’s farm up to the age 


takes very little interest in politics. Creason 
of twenty, after which he commenced farming for 
himself, on rented land in Kentucky. 
but one crop in that State, and then, in 1860, 
moved to Arkansas, and settled in Izard Connty. 
Five years later he returned to Kentucky, but dur- 


He made 


years in the 


Confederate army, and was wounded in a skirmish 


at Augusta, Ark. He participated in the fighting 


/ in and around Little Rock before and after the 
of December, 1868, Miss V. Ellen Martin, a native | 


evacuation of the Confederates, and finally surren- 


dered at Jacksonport, Ark., June 5, 1865. He 


then returned home, and moved, in December, to 


was born to Henry and Elizabeth (Smith) Creason | 
a son, Eli Creason, whom we now take as the sub- | 


ject of this sketch. His birth occurred in Marshall 
County, Ky., and although his educational advan- 
tages were not of the best, still he had a fair 
showing with the other country boys of his day. By 
reading and observation in later years, he became 
fairly well educated, and is well posted on the 
leading topics of the day. His parents were na- 
tives, respectively, of North Carolina and Illinois, 


were married in 1539, and reared a family of nine | 


ehildren (seven now living): Eli, Nancy (wife of 
R. H. Southerland), Elizabeth (deceased), Will- 
Milas, R. H., John W., 


iam, James (deceased), 





Kentucky, where he remained seven years. He 
then came to Randolph County, Ark., entered 
land, and remained on the same until 1851, when 
he sold out and purchased his present property. 
consisting of 172 acres, with about 100 acres under 
cultivation. He has an excellent frame house on 
the same. has good barns, out-buildings, ete. When 
he returned from the war, Mr. Creason was out 
of money, had no property, and was ‘‘ dead 
broke’’ Notwithstanding all this, he 
went to work, and by industry and perseverance, 


generally. 


coupled with a determined spirit, has become one 
of the leading farmers in this portion of the coun- 
ty, all the result of his own labor. Previous to 
the war, he was united in marriage in 185%, to 
Miss Nancy Gibson, of Graves County, Ky., and 
they are the parents of five children (three now 
W. H., born November 16, 1S60, and now 
resides in Warm Springs Township; Eli M., born 
1862, 19, 1881; 
George W., born April 7, 1865, and now resides in 


living): 


September 27, and died Jnly 


Warm Springs Township; James A., born October 
15, 1868, and also a resident of Warm Springs 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 





Township, and Robert L., born October 6, 1881; 
and died November 8, of the same year. The 


387 


tled in Missouri, but after his marriage with Elvira 


| Winston he returned to Alabama, moving thence 


mother of these children was born May 28, 1841; | 
she was a daughter of Emanuel and Martha (Per- | 


kins) Gibson, both natives of Kentucky, of which 
State they were early settlers. They reared a 
family of eleven children, ten now living: Marion, 
Caroline (wife of John Prevet), Nancy (the wife of 
the subject of this sketch), Martha (wife of Job 
Thompson), G. W., Daniel, Harriet (wife of Simp- 

), Jackson, John and Louisa (wife of 
Franklin Smith). Mrs. Gibson died in 1878 or 
1879. Mr. Gibson had been married previously, 
and was the father of two children: Elizabeth, wife 
of Elijah Gibson, and Rhoda,- deceased wife of 
David Sullivan. Mr. Gibson died in 1877; his 
wife was a member of the Baptist Church. Mr. 


son Hammons), 


and Mrs. Creason are members of the Methodist | 


Episcopal Church, and he is a Democrat in his 
political preference. 

Hon. Patrick Henry Crenshaw, attorney, Po- 
eahontas, Ark. Mr. Crenshaw by virtue of his 
ability as a lawyer, and his victories at the bar, is 
eminently worthy of a place in our record of suc- 


cessful men, and the history of his life is an im- | 


portant part of that of his State and country. 
-He was born near Athens, in Limestone County, 
Ala., on the 8th of May, 1549, and is the son of 
James W. and Elvira (Winston) Crenshaw. The 
father was born in North Carolina, but when a 
child moved with his parents to Alabama, and 
settled near where the town of Athens is now situ- 
ated. At the age of fourteen, he enlisted in the 
army and served as a private, under Gen. Andrew 


Jackson, in his campaign against the Creek Indi- | 


ans, taking part in the battles of Talladega, 
Emuckfau and Tohopeka, or the Horse-shoe Bend, 
on the Tallapoosa River. In the last named bat- 
tle the company to which he belonged was the 
front of the assaulting column, and his captain 
the first man to mount the works. After the close 
of the War of 1812, he went as a naval cadet to 
Annapolis; and after the close of his term there 
served some time in the United States navy, after 
which he resigned, and after traveling over the 
greater portion of North and South America, set- 


to Memphis, Tenn., about 1852. In about 1854, 
while in Boonville, Mo., with her daughters, who 
were going to school there, Elvira Crenshaw was 
taken sick, and went for a time up in Coldneck 
County, but died in a short time. W. 
Crenshaw continued to live in Memphis until 
1856, when he married Susan A. Harris, in North 


James 


Carolina; and the pioneer spirit again taking pos- 
session of him, he in the last named year, with 
his family, ‘consisting of three daughters, and the 
subject of this sketch, his eldest daughter, Vir- 
ginia, having W: 
Harper, of Boonville, Mo., moved to Arkansas 
and settled in Lawrence County, about six miles 
east of Powhatan, bringing with him about forty 
slaves; but the health of both whites and blacks 
being bad in the river bottoms. he moved into the 
hills, on Eleven Points River, in Randolph County, 
about nine miles southwest of Pocahontas. Then 
the troubles of 1861 came, and James W. Cren- 
shaw was elected as the delegate to the State 
convention from Randolph County, and was a 
member of that body when the State seceded; he 
voting against secession, but being an earnest 
believer in State’s rights, when his State seceded 
he then adhered to the Southern cause; though he 
was too old to bear arms in its behalf. In Feb- 
ruary, 1863, he was arrested by the Federal 
troops, on a charge of carrying mail for the Con- 


previonsly married James 


federate forces, and was treated with great harsh- 
ness, and cast into an old jail at Pocahontas, 
where he was compelled to remain for several days 
without either fire or blankets: after which some 
of the soldiers, who had been detailed to guard 
him, conceiving a friendship for the old man, pre- 
vailed on their officers to take him to their head- 
quarters, where he was treated with great kind. 
ness; and shortly after, finding that the accusa 
tions were false, and had been made solely for the 
purpose of making capital for the accuser. he 
was discharged, and allowed to return to his home. 
The kind treatment. however, came too late. for 
the first exposure brought on a violent eold, whieh 
resulted in pneumonia, and on the 4th of March 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





(his birth day), he died at his home in Randolph 
County. Freeman Crenshaw, the paternal grand- 
father of our subject, was born in Virginia, but 
emigrated early to North Carolina, thence to Ala- 
bama, where he was one of the pioneer settlers. 
He also served in the army, under Jackson, in the 
same company with his son, participating in the 
same battles; and after the troops were mustered 
out of service returned to his farm in Alabama, 
where he lived until his death, which occurred a 
few years before the Civil War. Freeman Cren- 
shaw, though a farmer by preference, was also a 
skillful mechanic, and on one occasion, while in 
the army, at the request of Lieut. Jackson, fixed 
his favorite pistol so as to make it sure fire, the 
repairs he did being to case-harden the frizen and 
fix the hammer, so as to go back farther when 
cocked, thereby to give the mainspring additional 
strength. Gen. Jackson, after he had thoroughly 
tested it, speaking of the last named change re- 


marked, ‘‘She goes to hell for fire, but she brings | 


back a blank full.’’ Mrs. Dorothea Winston, the 
maternal grandmother of Patrick Henry Crenshaw, 
was a daughter of Patrick Henry, making the 
subject of our sketch the great-grandson of the 
renowned patriot and orator. Mrs. Winston 
named our subject after her father. During the 
latter years of her life Mrs. Winston, being left a 
widow, lived with her son-in-law, James W. Cren- 
shaw, and died at his house in Memphis, Tenn., 
and is buried in Elmwood Cemetery, of that city. 
Our subject, Patrick Henry Crenshaw. received 
the greater portion of his education at home, and 
in private schools, going one year to the Cooper 
Institute in Boonville, Mo. He had always at- 
tended the Methodist Church, though a member 
of none until he began to study earnestly the 
foundation and origin of the various churches. 
This investigation led him to join the Roman 
Catholic Church, into which he was baptized by 
Rev. Father James 8. Okean, at Pocahontas, in 
February, 186%, and confirmed by Bishop Edward 
Fitzgerald, of Little Rock. Like all boys of the 
South, who were large enough to shoulder a gun, 
he served some time in the Confederate army. 
After leaving school, he began life as a clerk in a 








store, but through the influence of his friends, he 


was prevailed upon to read law, and studied with 
the law firm of Baber & Henderson, of Pocahona- 
tas, and in 1872 was admitted to the bar by Hon. 
Elisha Baxter, who was then a circuit judge, and 
afterward governor of Arkansas. In June, 1873, 
he moved to Clay County, and practiced his pro- 
fession there with good success until 1886, when 
he returned to Pocahontas, the home of his boy- 
hood. In 1879 he was married to Miss Sula 
Mack, eldest daughter of Hon. L. L. Mack, of 
Greene County. Of this union there has been 
born four daughters: Felicia Mary, Elvira Serena, 
Inez Alphonsus and Nona Paula. In 1881 Mr. 
Crenshaw represented Clay County in the house 
of representatives, but since that time has not 
been an aspirant fur political office himseif, 
though he takes a lively interest in the welfare cf 
his country; and when occasion demands it, is ever 
ready to assist in canvassing his part of the State 
in behalf of the Democratic party, to which he 
has been a life-long adherent. He is a man well 
versed in English literature in general, of which 
he is quite fond, is a shrewd practitioner, a for- 


cible and eloquent speaker, and an irreproachable ~ 


man—‘‘a man in whom there is no guile.’’ 
Among his many friends he is known as an ardent 
lover of all kinds of field sports especially the 
Southern amusement of fox hunting. He says 
he came by these last named traits honestly, as all 
the Crenshaws, Henrys and Winstons were given 
to like weaknesses, as is shown by the number of 
pioneers among them. 
counties, Henry, 


In his native State, three 
Winston and Crenshaw, are 
named for his ancestors. 

G. W. Crosby, M. D. Pocahontas and vicinity 
have a number of physicians among whom prom- 


inently stands Dr. G. W. Crosby, a native of Will- 


iamson County, Tenn. He was born in 1836, and 
He read 
medicine under a regular physician, and later en- 
tered the Memphis Medica] School, where he at- 
tended one course of lectures. About this time the 
war broke out, and ne then joined the medical de 
partment of the Ninth Tennessee (Confederate) In- 


fantry, where he remained during the whole war 


received a liberal education in that State. 
































nds p11 





y eran u 
ms — [sah emt ve 


—_ parent Ss et 


| hie MT epee ly 


ayerantiin out dada? ae jor | une at ails an in boil all y 
wiyl Diets “oho uh Beltavene eh shay Lain opti WaTAbALae sniheert 


7 








aii te 




































dj ti tigite Deieit 
sudmeet le domebosh ‘ye paelin gL, Spee tine gal wild dad eungiey st wae: Aa Aeedilere: a7 
roti vd 4a bh ot Franti hi) eran SRE ar DY, AF nds GH asnisds dea thas® ino¥. of hoapee 
n wobut, dt, ei enone adel plat ex Pnes astran(' sett 20 ano waw ‘oil 4 
Tei sab wal ese lp sodiaevod Stepan in ont Nt ste dont 78 jou eu ih ad ben ; 
«1 eid Gaotiowig. Dae SaAleD yi: at Dev okes ei odd AT Wer foigioituny Ano aia wee wane 
, se (iad? Peo R ONY (iti eipqitd “tOteeet Fou baayeat aime ecnannd sell Heaths baw; 
roel ett ; Vad? “miroinodl ol dowdy aul ast 4 cent ial, wt Tented e4ivs ne 
j@ Baill oF larrimap 248 wd WV gl Ascoli Ferasihi bi. tine nD a ‘Teton bevel» J. 
mate I ach reed staat tbh ASRS va abhor dy: iene WAR rh Ci a live oi wsctod 
mead eat st nora ti TO ptae Od, suraerreds, os OFLS ABR Pe a ats wersal # 
i olathe oaseb. Mio. ae Bie load 


AW cart aoe nated van ab ehot atucnl "ae 
ie eaet host (analth MoMl te saespor gilts 








mi teel al font ome bith, keeetoihy he soy 

god. oft at qiked. yor imeatiget onguienaiO etl serail ote tt easier oo eu 66 lodaiq " 

yy apd: urtid dah ‘ehore™s, rut eda neneA reel jo) bie dayert est aad gaya od yaad hike 
cant ‘aailte “ Tnaidthag vl ey » tee see 2 melee saibbsor aoyis ug Oh as OB 18 


aout | te OLD I AL c yeaiiepa thas odt witg 08 be 
plilyneaygyniey, ‘Godind tote grin 
nuitpila: Hoatsa dent welt ® myaeretes: 





‘piste oft fir dearer yey B PAGS ai 


deates Buse AgmOO est 





Wats oh, (et ST at TTR) 






































Jinie Sat Yo beni aU i fetta wi datees OF OD | ate 
ait Agila ot odviy SBbeomet edt de iseed at Anais ile 16d, oid 3% isd eo ancy ba 
lawn of So reali not ent & quod and. oat orant we gamete te Y Nat 2 
iiniw to. lsevsitey. or cu ust] dathaeel ac haetior  wrhdeos nt) aAgeH foinist do odioubaam 
rot pf cranidt| being Trwrertite Arak ‘hak asp. 4 mye ET eta! ait pated dete w oN 
aldauasotraet Jn bik ambi. taka labuae store auth Te aa yg: Hiro. wild setae: “one! 
fia, Of ai sad igedgr al Bes BM st i trode 4! ai obit here - jutstaqy) 
hah tis ee INR apad gbaoki yes at anourh aired = dadiyh aad ota sigjeling 
+ gffiiusa9 acsorge Tiler ap sat lip ta) aeeal 9 ard ‘idrudl alain a bake ott) weit te 
sye2 a ah tieeOr Jo AaeangeR ae esiliges “ie A stich val: ni ation sol ddiae 
Lava | vidos tn hata ba hpehy gene saautt td aiitss od ae pid [orate BF eeucd a ict a tii 
avig wien qit0teitc #- Pm BeLmaEe AVG ve } - Tie We Resta hovwsdd. ab boku 
lip raters iy al owods at alr beacendady oil 3) frawtagay crategare exo ere 
sit uauie orien eis! a Mod Boon elanaDig.: BRE» vfbeeal ig Aoi haent be ata oittong 
“ 


rhledet 5 ogeen de priagrt vA ns HALOS TsO" se Da ods od Skoy eid” DME blootoa 
; 9} . ab eon "Fras! BH olf pllivacokl: 


ATGTEYOLS fal WOA Hawise 
, ae esiicicso0I 0 ah eudage Nee) sodetour rs degriondt) « fond jeibordteMved 


Wow -BaOmts pibstats si to! 190! leant 6 eyed | ait} ions ionehe ‘on aaged. ool Tita " 
) a ubitale leven , ae dcn ify, ano tve od) to aigirto bag a s 
ae nied .woaursi saatoi gilt) Migy 4 iid bot ‘nonegi 
val possiypaet saw 48 dotdw otai wher 

















4 











iW io. arias eideor9 
ie C8! oa aed eaw Ai 
haga FL “adeie Set tu wortsonbe Ipssili! s Lowen 


rm 1osee ‘Ban oowisidqiky talaga 6 ass miniot inna 65 aes +e S lail # asco 
te at ‘Geeky hacia. ray) se) ahve ered bay ab : 


Gilt wild EAD Ince ND Ryaienter 2 ile abies : il ite ar the: air sie pins 
4b Lovie aut Hiabo), mea mil duck : Bey dseldnedd 1B di iii Sra ‘ia oF pad — 
=k (mipvab sis! o) eer uile i fiviVe ody: “Ye, Sepintien, tk GET an 6 east 


ni daw all aie aaadital PON aa 















ee Oe Ee eae Tee SPY eee ane st eee eee 


- 








RANDOLPH COUNTY. 











He surrendered at Greensboro, N. C., in 1865, hav- 
ing participated in the following battles: Shiloh 
and Perryville, Ky., where he was captured with 
the wounded of his regiment; being exchanged 
after a sojourn in prison of six months was also in 
the battle of Chickamauga, and in all the engage- 
ments of the Northern Georgia campaign in which 
his regiment participated. Returning to his home 
in Memphis, Tenn., ta remain, however, only a 
short time, he then moved to Greene County, Ark., 
where he continued in the active practice of medi- 
cine until 1869. In the fall and winter session of 
1869-70 he attended his second course of medical 
lectures at the Missouri Medical College, graduating 
at the end of the term. He resumed practice in 
Greene County, and there remained for two years 
longer, subsequently moving to Cross County, Ark., 
where he lived three years. In 1874 he moved to 
Pocahontas, Ark., where he has been in the regular 
practice of medicine ever since. By his marriage 
with Miss Hattie Kibler, which occurred in 1868 in 
Randolph County, Ark., he became the father of 
seven children: Edward, William, May, Alice, 
Camille, John and Ouida. The Doctor is of 
Seotch-Irish descent, and the son of Levi and 
Martha (Barnes) Crosby. The father, a native of 
South Carolina, was a pioneer of Tennessee, and 
died in Williamson County, of that State. Grand. 
father Barnes was born in North Carolina, and was 
a farmer by occupation. He also died in William- 
son County. He participated in the War of 1812, 
and was in the battle of New Orleans. The mother 


of our subject was born in North Carolina, and to © 


her marriage were born seven children, the Doctor 
being next to the youngest. 
his political views. 

E. Dalton is a successful merchant of Warm 
Springs, Ark., and was born in Ripley County, 
Mo., October 28, 1829, being a son of David and 
Priscilla (Demis) Dalton, who were born in Ken- 
tucky and Missouri, respectively. The father re- 
moved to Madison County, Mo., in 1512, and after 
his marriage, which occurred there in 1826, he 
located in Ripley County and settled on Govern- 
ment land where he remained until his death in 
1859, his wife’s death preceding his by two years. 


He is a Democrat in | 


~ County, Mo. 


He was a Democrat, a member of the A. F. & 
A. M., and he and wife were the parents of the 
following children; Sarah, the deceased wife of G. 
W. Matney, our subject, Susanna, wife of William 
Cross, John (deceased), Nancy, wife of H. Davis, 
Ruth, the deceased wife of James Parker, Pris- 
cilla, the deceased wife of J. Bond, and David, 
The last two chil- 
K. Dalton, our subject. only at- 
tended the common subscription schools for a short 
time during his youth, but this deticiency he im- 
proved in later years, and is now a well educated 
In 1864 he was forced into the 
Confederate army, and was with Price on his raid 
through Arkansas and Missouri. He surrendered 
at Jacksonport, Ark., on the 5th of June, 1865. 
He has been established in business at his present 
stand since 1879, but from 1872 up to that date 
he had been engaged in that business in connec 
tion with farming. 


who resides in this county. 
dren were twins. 


business man. 


He manages his establishment 
in partnership with his sons, and they do an annual 
business of about $10,000. He was married in 
1857 to Miss Grace J. Head, a native of Missouri, 
the following family being born to them: John C.. 


Nancy J., wife of W. T. Stubblefield, C. J., Mary 


P., wife of W. T. McElroy, Sarah M., wife of W. 
A. Holt, E. A. and Rufus C. At the time of his 
marriage Mr. Dalton was not the possessor of a 
great deal of property, but he now owns 500 acres 
of land in this State, and 8U0 acres in Ripley 
County, Mo. Besides this he owns property in 
Warm Springs. He is in every respect a self- 
made man, and his property has been acquired 
through unremitting toil. He is public spirited. 
a Democrat politically, and is one of the substan- 
tial men of the county. Mrs. Dalton is a dangh- 
ter of Alex. and Elizabeth (Club) Head. of Wayne 
Of sixteen children born to them. 
nine lived to be grown, and four are now living: 
J. A., of Piedmont, Mo.: Emanuel. of Butler Coun 
ty, Mo.; Grace J. (Mrs. Dalton), and Melvina. 
wife of Isaae Pollice, of Kansas. The father and 
mother died in 1859 and 1860 or 1861, respective- 
ly, their demise oceurring in Wayne County. Mo 

Lewis Dalton, 
Dalton, Ark. 


merchant, miller and farmer. 


Some of the most energetic aud 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





enterprising business men of the thrifty little town 
of Dalton are identified with the growth and pros- 
perity of the same, and none more so than Mr. 
Dalton. He is an energetic and thorough man of 
business, and has acquired a wide reputation for 


general business ability and for honorable dealings. | 


Aside from this he is also one of the most exten- 
sive land owners in the county. 
Ripley County, Mo., in 1835, received his educa- 
tion in the subscription schools of those days, and 
only attended one school where grammar was 
taught. At the age of twenty-five years he com- 
menced farming, and this continued one year. In 
1862 he joined the Confederate army, Company 
I, under Col. Adams, but served only a short time 
when he was discharged on account of disability. 
He then returned home and resumed agricultural 
pursuits which he has followed all his life, and in 
1874, engaged in the milling business, erecting a 
cotton-gin and mill on the Eleven Points River. 
Previous to the war, January 4, 1860, he married 
Miss Sarah A. Stubblefield, and two children were 
born to this union: Acenith, who was born De- 
cember 13, 1861, and Elijah who was born Novem- 
ber 1, 1863, and is a merchant at Dalton. At the 
time of his marriage Mr. Dalton had cultivated his 
father’s farm. and in 1868 he purchased 287 acres 


of land. Since then he has added to the original | 


amount until he now owns 1,100 acres, all in one 
tract, except forty acres. At the close of the war 


he had very little property, and his father had noth- | 


ing left except his land. Now oursubject is worth 
at least $30,000, all of which he has made by his 
own hard work and good business management, 
besides placing a good income in the hands of his 
two children. Mr. Dalton is a member of the 
Masonic order, and is Democratic in politics. 
is the son of Elijah and Zillah (Gains) Dalton, na- 
tives of Tennessee and Kentucky, respectively. 
Elijah Dalton was born in 1807, and came with his 
parents to Madison County, Mo., in 1809. He 
was principally reared in that county, and early in 
life learned the brick mason trade, but did not fol- 
low this after his marriage in 1832. He com- 
menced farming in Ripley County, Mo., and con- 
tinued this occupation there until his death, which 
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He was born in | 


He | 


' occurred in 1884. 


In connection with tilling the 
soil he also operated a water-mill. To him and 
wife were born seven children (two now living): 
James M. (deceased), William M. 
Lewis, Elijah (deceased), Zimriah (deceased), Zy]- 
phia (deceased) and Levi, who is now residing 
in Ripley County, Mo. Levi was assessor for that 
county for six years, was aiso collector for four 
He 
follows merchandising in connection with farming, 
and resides west of Doniphan, Mo. When Elijah 
Dalton commenced life for himself, he was not 
possessed of a great amount of this world’s goods, 
buat he entered a farm on a strip of land between 
Missouri and Arkansas, that never belonged to 
either of the States, until about the breaking out 


(deceased), 


years, and is one of the representative men. 


of the late war. Mr. Dalton improved this farm 
and resided on it the remainer of his days. At 
the time of his death he was worth about 35,000. 
He lost his wife in 1852. She was a worthy and 
consistent member of the Christian Church. Mr. 
Dalton took for his second wife Miss Elizabeth 
Stubblefield, whom he married in 1862. By this 
union one child was born, Joseph, who lives on 
the old homestead in Ripley County, Mo. Mrs. 


_ Dalton died in 1865, and Mr. Dalton was married, 


the third time, to Mrs. Margaret Johnson, nee Me- 
Kinnie of Ripley County. She still survives him 
and is now married to A. J. Ponder of Doniphan, 
Mo. Myr. Dalton was a Democrat in his political 
views, and was a member of the Masonic fraternity. 
The paternal grandfather of Lewis Dalton was a 
native of South Carolina, and came to Missouri in 


1809. 


The maternal grandfather, Nathaniel Gains, was 


He was a minister in the Baptist Church. 


born in Culpeper County, Va., in 1765, and died 
in 1849. He was a cousin of Gen. Gains, of Revo. 
lutionary fame. His father was a great friend of 
Gen. George Washington. 

Jesse R. Davis enjoys the reputation of being 
asubstantial and progressive farmer and an iutelli- 
gent and thoroughly posted man in all public affairs. 
He was born on the farm on which he is now re- 
siding, December 9, 1846, and is one of three sur- 
viving members of a family of seven children born 
to Joseph H. and Mary (Foster) Davis, both of 
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whom were born in Randolph County. Ark., his | 
birth occurring November 29, 1822, and hers on | 


the 22d of September, 1824. She died here on 
the 1Sth of February, 1854, and after her demise 
Mr. Davis wedded Candace R. (Lane) Chandler, 
widow of John Chandler, an ex-sheriff of Ran- 
do|ph County. She was born in the State of Ih- 
nois, on the 11th of November, 1855, and died 
in this county on the 7th of March, 1557. Mr. 
Davis followed husbandry through life, and became 
quite wealthy in that calling. He died March 19, 
1870. 
Thomas M., J. F. and Jesse R., all farmers by 
occupation. 
union, Margenia being the only one now living. 
His third wife was Miss Fanny Staggs, a Tennes- 
seean by birth, born January 1, 1548, and died in 


1884. 


The children born to his tirst union are | 


_ oughly familiar. 


youth he learned the intricacies of farm life from 
his father, a shrewd, practical tiller of the soil, 
but also gave a considerable portion of his attention 
to the miller’s trade, with which he became thor- 
He was married in his uative 
land to Miss Mary C. Frenken, whose birth oc- 
curred in 1852, and their union has been blessed in 
the birth of two children: Joseph, and Mary, who 
In 1880, with 
the intention of bettering his position, he emi- 


died at the age of seven months. 


_ grated to the United Stares, landing at New York 


| 


Two children were born to his second 


City, and ‘came directly to Pocahontas, and, as he 
had a comfortable sum of money with which to 
start in life in a new country, he purchased a farm 


_ comprising 200 acres of land, which he is putting 


_ in good shape for farming. 


This union resulted in the birth of seven | 


children, of whom only two are now living: James | 


M. and Louisa. 


Jesse R. Davis has always re- | 


sided in his native county, and here, of course, re- | 


ceived his early schooling. 


At the age of seven- | 


teen he began for himself, and by good manage- | 


ment and industry has become the owner of 360 
acres of as good land as there is in the county. 
He is noted for his liberality, and owing to his 
many admirable traits has won the respect and 
esteem of all. October 12, 1871, his marriage with 
She was 
a daughter of George Stump,. and was born in 


Miss Frances Stump was consummated. 


Hardin County, Ky., September 25, 1850, and | 
died in Randolph County, Ark., August 28, 1872. 
Mrs. Melissa (Thomas) Rider became his second | 


wife March 12, 1874. She was born March 31, 
1851, also in Hardin County, Ky. 


The following | 


are their children: Jacob T., Harry, Rufus A., | 


Laura M. and an infant son. Mary E. was born 
family worship in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and Mr. Davis is a Democrat. 

William DeClerk is an example of the indus- 
trious and progressive farmer, and like all his coun- 
trymen he is prudent and frugal. 
Prussia, Germany, in 1850, and at the age of six 


He was born in 


His parents, Joseph 
and Agnes (Meche!s) DeClerk, were born in the 
Kingdom of Prussia, and of their two children our 
Grandfather DeClerk is a 
The father served in the 
regular army, and he and his wife died in their 
native land. The grandfather was a Frenchman, 
and the maternai grandfather was a miller by trade 
as were his ancestors as far back as they can be 


subject is the elder. 
farmer of Germany. 


- traced. 


J. P. Dunklin, Jr., is a young man who is rap- 
idly making his way to the front in the business 
circles of Randolph County, and in his general 
mercantile establishment, which he has been con- 
ducting since 1855, he is building up a large and 
daily increasing patronage. He was bornin Wash- 
ington County, Mo., and is a son of J. P. and H. 
W. (Jones) Dunklin, who were also born in that 
county and State. 
that county several years, and is now residing in 
Ste. Genevieve County, Mo. J. P. Dunklin moved 


The father served as clerk of 


_ to Mississippi County, Ark., in 1869, and made his 
February 6, 1875, and died March 19, 1880. The | 


home with an uncle, a My. Hunter. for some time, 


_ after which he came to Randolph County, and first 


worked as a book-keeper in the town of Pocahon- 


tas. He next clerked in a drug store until 1885, 


| after which he came to Reyno, where he has lived 


years he was put to school and was kept at his | 


books until he attained his sixteenth year. 


In his , 


ever since. He took for his companion in life Miss 
F. A. Allaire, of Pocahontas, and their union has 
resulted in the birth of three children: William M.., 


Onida and James E. He is a member of the K. 
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of H., and for two years filled the office of deputy 
sheriff of the county, and was marshal of Pocahon- 
tas four years. In 1864 he enlisted in the Third 
Missouri Cavalry, and acted as orderly for Gen. 
Greene, and during his service took an active part 
in the battles of Pilot Knob, Pleasanton, Kas., 
and others. His great-uncle was a member of 
Congress from Towa, and was the first man arrested 
as a secessionist during the Civil War. 

§. A. D. Eaton is a suecesssul attorney at law 
of Randolph County, Ark., and although quite 
young in years he has already won an honorable 
place among the legal fraternity of the county. 
He was born in Pulaski County, Ind., in 1860, and 
there remained attending the public schools until 
nineteen years of age, at which time he came to 
Arkansas. He remained here until the spring of 
1885, when he returned to Indiana and entered the 
Northern Indiana Normal School and Business In- 
stitute at Valparaiso, which institution he attended 
during the summer of 1885-86. At the end of this 
time he again returned to Arkansas, and has taught 
nine terms of school in Randolph and Clay Coun- 
ties, and during his career as an educator he dili- 
gently pursued the study of law, and was admitted 
to the bar on the 14th of February, 1889, under 
Judge J. W. Butler. 
Reyno on the dth of March following his admis- 
sion, has opened with a good practice, and starts 
out with bright prospects for the future. He is 
also notary public, and is a member of the A. F. 
& A. M. His father, J. W. C. Eaton, M. D.. was 
born in the ‘‘ Buckeye State,’ was a graduate 
of the Cincinnati Eclectic Medical Institute, and 
was a successful practitioner in Pulaski and How- 
ard Counties, Ind., for many years, and obtained 
considerable reputation as a successful physician. 
He came to Arkansas in 1879 and died in 1851. in 
Randolph County. His father was born in Penn- 
sylvania, and died in Ohio of wounds received in 
the War of 1812, while commanding a privateer. 
The great-grandfather, Anthony Eaton, was a 


wealthy resident of Philadelphia and was, as far | 


as known, a son of Gen. Theophilus Eaton. 
J. C. Esselman, M. D., one of the oldest and 


an eminently successful physician of Randolph 


He began his practice in 


HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





County, is a native of Nashville, Tenu., born in 
1841, and is the son of J. C. Esselman, a native 
Tennesseean. The elder Esselman, after reaching 
manhood, was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Kinkaid, a native of Missouri. Hewas a Whigin 
politics, was a great admirer of Henry Clay and 
was very active in political affairs. The paternal 
grandfather, John N. Esselman, was a captain in 
the British army during the Revolutionary War, 
was a native of Scotland and a descendant of the 
Campbell clan. He was an agriculturist. The 
maternal grandfather, Samuel Kinkaid, was a na- 
tive of Kentucky, and a painter by occupation. 
Dr. J. C. Esselman was left motherless at the age 
of four years, and when seven years of age his 
father also died, so he was indeed left an orphan. 
He was reared by an uncle, Dr. John N. Hsselman. 
of Nashville, Tenn. He studied medicine with his 
uncle until the breaking out of the war, when he 
flung aside his books and joined the Twelfth 
Missouri Infantry, Confederate army, as lieuten- 
ant of Company D. Later he was promoted to 
the rank of captain, and served in that eapacity un- 
til the close of the war. He was in the battles of 
Fredericktown, Prairie Grove, Little Rock, Helena, 
He 
was at Jenkins’ Ferry, and was with Gen. Price in 
his raid as far as Union City, Ark. When the war 
closed Dr. Esselman returned to Tennessee and 
completed his medical studies, graduating at the 
University of Nashville in 1866, and the same year 
located at Pocahontas, where he has been actively 
Miss Eliza R. 
Perkins, formerly from Virginia, became his wife 
in 1864, and this union was blessed by the birth of 
four children: Kate (a school-teacher and also 
tousi¢c instructor), Mazie R. (wife of M. M. Carter, 
of Pocahontas). Emma R. (deceased) and Tam. O. 
Dr. 
ternity and Knights of Honor, and has held various 
local oftices. 
lie Church. 


Mansfield and the entire Banks’ campaign. 


engaged in the practice ever since. 


Esselman is a member of the Masonic fra- 


The family are members of the Catho- 
The Doctor 


through Randolph, Clay, Greene and Lawrence 


has a large practice 
Counties, and no obstacle which human exertion 
could overcome has prevented him from visiting 


the bedside of the sick and afflicted to administer 
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to them whatever relief a skilled and faithful phy- 
sician could afford. He keeps well posted in all 
the medical literature of the day, and in his library 
may be found the latest standard works relative to 
the science of medicine. 

Joseph H. Gamel has attained considerable 
prominence in the material affairs of Randolph 
County, for he is a man of excellent parts, and has 
shown good judgment and tact in the management 
of his mercantile business, and nets a fair annual 
income from his sales, his stock of goods being 
valued at $2,500. 
Ga., March 26, 1852, and is one of four living mem- 
bers of a family of six children, of whom he was the 
second, born to Anthony C. and Caroline (Gellon) 
Gamel, who were born in Tennessee and Georgia, 
respectively. In 1856 the family came to Arkan- 


He was born in Walker County, 


sas, and the father has since been a resident of | 
built a saw-mill, but sold it soon after), Kansas, 


¢ 


Randolph County. His wife died in 1862, when 
about forty years of age. He served for three 
years in the Confederate army during the war, all 
this time being west of the Mississippi River, and 
was a faithful soldier to the Southern cause. At 
the age of twenty one years Joseph H. Gamel 
went to Cedarville and was engaged in mercantile 
Since 1881 
he has been engaged in business at his present 
stand, and is also connected with a mercantile 
establishment at Maynard, the firm name being 
Gamel & Mock. Mr. Gamel is a successful finan- 
cier, and by his honesty and fair dealing with his 
customers he commands a large and paying patron- 
age. In connection with this he also owns a fer- 
tile farm, which he conducts. and for the success 
which has attended his efforts he deserves the 
respect and admiration of all, for he commenced 
life for himself without means, and is now doing 
exceptionally well. Miss Jane Mock, a daughter 
of Isham Mock, of Randolph County, became his 
wife February 3, 1876. She was born in the 
county on the loth of May, 1854, and is now the 
mother of four children living: Hattie M., Nel- 
lie G., Joseph O. and Thomas T. William P. and 
Fred. died in infancy. Mr. Gamel is a Democrat 
and he and his wife are members of the Chris- 


tian Church. An elder brother of Mr. Gamel, 
25 


business as salesman for eight years. 


/ when he returned home. 


W. A., served in the Confederate army during 
the war. 

Peter Goetz, a farmer and cotton grower, of 
Randolph County, Ark., was born in New Orleans, 
October 17, 1829, 
German Lutheran school of that city. 


and received his education in a 
He worked 
in his father’s wood yard in New Orleans while 
young, and afterward operated a saw-mill in Ken- 
tucky, and for seven years shipped lumber to his 
He then sold out and moved to the 
‘* Hoosier State,”’ 


native city. 
and, after operating a mill on 
Anderson Creek for about two years, he sold out 
and returned to New Orleans. where for two sub- 
sequent years he was engaged in managing a gro- 
cery store. 
a still-house, then filled the same position in Mo- 
He then resided 


He next spent two years as foreman in 


bile, Ala., for a year and a half. 
successively in New Orleans, Kentucky (where he 


where he became the owner of considerable land, 
and remained seven years; then traded his property 
there for a section and a half of land in Randolph 
County, Ark. He afterward sold the whole sec- 
tion and ahalf for $25, and then rented asaw- mill, 
which he operated two years, accumulating sufh- 
cient money thereby to purchase his present land, © 
paying for it $12 per acre. It embraced 162 acres, 
and he has 110 acres under fence, and is as rapidly 
as possible improving it and putting it in a good 
farming condition. When the war broke out he 
joined the Confederate forces, and served in the 
Twenty-fourth Kentucky Cavalry, for three years, 
under Morgan. He was in numerous battles and 
skirmishes, and served until the close of the war, 
He was married in 
Louisville, Ky,, to Miss Agnes Rarick, and four 
children blessed their union: Peter, Maggie (wife 
of Osear Garber), Lizzie F. and Charley. Mr. 
Goetz is a Democrat and a member of the I. O. O. 
F. Heisason of Nichols and Elizabeth (Sehlos- 
ser) Goetz, both natives of the Kingdom of Prus- 
sia, Germany. They were married in New Orleans, 
and died there. The father kept a store and lum- 


ber yard. The great-grandfather was a native 


yerman, and was foreman of some iron works. 
fad € 


He lived to be over one hundred and ten years old 
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Jesse G. Ham, M. D. Among the widely 
known and most successful physicians of this 
county is Dr. Ham, who was born in Gibson Coun- 
ty, Tenn., in 1834, and was reared and educated 
in Trenton, Tenn., being a faithful student in 
Andrew College, of the latter place, for some time. 
At the early age of sixteen years he began clerking 
in a drug store, and there acquired a taste for the 
science of medicine. He commenced his studies 
under Drs. Tulafro and Leaster, and after making 
a thorough preparation and devoting his energies 
to this study for some time, he began attending 
lectures in the Nashville Medical College, and 
graduated from McDowell’s Medical College, in 
St. Louis, Mo.. in 1857. He decided to commence 
his professional career in the *‘ Blue Grass State,’’ 
and accordingly located at Birmingham, but moved 
shortly afterward to Memphis, Tenn., and entered 
upon an active and prosperous career there, in 
partnership with his uncle, Dr. Tom Peyton, who 
was one of the leading members of the medical 
fraternity in West Tennessee. After dissolving 
partnership with his uncle he went to the Indian 
Territory, and after remaining for some time in 
Maryville, he again made a change of residence, 
this time taking up his abode in the ‘‘Lone Star 
State.’’ From this point he moved to Matamoras, 
and after a short period spent in that place he re- 
turned to Texas, first to Dallas, then to Johnston 
Station, back again to Dallas, and then to Fort 
Worth. In this place he remained until May, 
1861. when he and Mr. De Eldrige, of Virginia, 
raised a company of soldiers, and Dr. Ham was 
made its captain. They went to Louisiana, but, 
as, according to the law no organized body of men 
could be received from Texas, the battalion was 
disbanded at New Orleans. After this Dr. Ham 
joined the Fifth Louisiana Regiment, Crescent 
City Guards, commanded by Judge Hunt, which 
was the third regiment of men that landed at 
After 
the first fight near the coast the command fell 
back to Williamsburg, where Washington's old 
barracks were still standing, and Dr. Ham was in 
the house in which Patrick Henry lived. Dr. Ham 
was there requested to go before the medical 


Yorktown, where Cornwallis surrendered. 


board, and was made assistant-surgeon of the Reg- 
ular Confederate States army, and was assigned to 
duty at Chiborago Hospital, Va. He remained in 
the medical department until the final surrender, 
then returned to the State of Tennessee, and moved 
from there to Woodruff County, Ark., where he 
recommenced the practice of medicine. From 
that time until 1880 he practiced in Jackson and 
Lawrence Counties, after which he came to Cher- 
okee Bay, and here has since resided. He was 
first married to Miss Lizzie A. Mclxee, of Missis- 
sippi, and took for his second wife Miss Lizzie A. 
Thorne, who was a native of New Jersey. Dr. 
Ham is a Democrat, and a member of the A. F. & 
A. M. Heis a son of James and Martha (Peyton) 
Ham, the former of whom was a Virginian. Mr. 
Ham moved to Tennessee when about twenty-tive 
years old, and had acquired a large fortune in the 
gold mines of Georgia. He held a number of 
local offices, and was first constable, then deputy 
sheriff, and finally sheriff of the county in which 
he resided. He was also clerk of Gibson County, 
Tenn. He is now deceased. His father was a 
native of Virginia, and was a son of a native 
Frenchman. 

R. N. Hamil, merchant, Pocahontas, Ark. In 
preparation of this brief outline of the history of 
one of the representative men of Randolph County, 
appear facts which are greatly to his credit. His 
intelligence, enterprise, integrity, and many esti- 
mable qualities have acquired for him a popularity 
not derived from factitious circumstance, but a 
permanent and spontaneous tribute to his merit. 
He established his business in Pocahontas in 1875, 
and has about the largest general store in the 
county. His birth occurred in Jeffersonville, Ind., 
in 1847, and he is the son of William A. Hamil, a 
native of Tennessee. The maiden name of his 
mother was Miss Sarah E. Crepps, a native of 
Virginia, but she had married a Mr. Waddell pre- 
vious to her marriage to Mr. Hamil. R. N. Hamil 
moved with his mother to Arkansas on the ISth of 
February, 154, and was reared and educated in 
Pocahontas. When but sixteen years of age he 
enlisted in the Forty-Fifth Arkansas, and served 


until the close of the war. He? then returned to 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 








Pocahontas and engaged in the grocery business, 


which he followed a few years. He then com- 


' best he could. 


menced clerking for L. Hecht & Co., remaining | 
with them until 1875, when he established his | 
present business, which he has continued ever | 


He employs five men in the store, and car- 
ries a large stock. He was married in Pocahontas 
in 1873 to Miss Gertrude Kibler, a native of Ran- 


since. 


dolph County, Ark., and one child has been the — 


result of this union: Lelia. 


Mrs. Hamil died in | 


1875, and Mr. Hamil took for his second wife | 
Miss Blanche Kibler, a sister of his first wife, and | 


and two children were born to this union: Earle 
and Nell. 
fraternity, and also of the Knights of Honor. 


has been a member of the board of aldermen of 


Mr. Hamil is a member of the Masonic 
He 


the city for a number of years, and takes an active | 


part in politics. He owns 2,000 acres of land, also 


a farm near town, and aside from his mercantile | 
_ to Miss Nancy Mitchell, by whom he became the 


business he also runs a cotton-gin, and is a leading 
business man. 


A. H. Hatley is one of the representative busi- | 


ness men of the county and was born in North 
Carolina on the 10th of July, 1832, being a son of 
Redin and Delphia (Kelley) Hatley, who were of 
English and Irish parentage and were born 


| October 14, 1855. 


| September 18, Miss Mahulda Abbott. 


in the State of North Carolina. The Hatley family | 


emigrated to the United States about 1770, as near 


as can be ascertained, and settled in North Caro- | 
— 1869; Eli H., born October 2, 1872; August A. H., 


lina, from which State the paternal grandfather 
and his brothers are supposed to have enlisted in 
the Revolutionary War, being members of the 
American army. Redin Hatley was born in 1800, 
his wife two years later, and their deaths occurred 
in 1863 and 15842, respectively. 
justice of the peace four many years in North Caro- 
lina, and although not an active politician he voted 
the Whig ticket. His wife was a member of the 
Christian Church, and of seven sons born to their 
marriage two are now living: A. H. and Hender- 
son, who is a resident of this county. <A. H. Hat- 
ley became the architect of his own fortune in 


The former was 


1851 and although his father was quite a wealthy 


man, being the owner of a number of slaves, he | 


failed to educate any of his children, and asa con- 
sequence A. H. was obliged to earn his living as 








On the 22d of December, 1852, he 
landed in Randolph County, Ark., and four years 
later he made his first purchase of land, which em- 
braced 160 acres, and on this farm he has since 
made his home, it now amounting to 173 acres. In 
addition to this he owns 120 acres of land on the 
Current River bottom and a one-half interest in 
eighty acres on the bay at Peru; also a one-half in- 
terest in a general mercantile establishment, which 
nets from $8,000 to $10,000 per annum, the stock 
of goods amounting to about 33,000. In 1858 he 
erected a fine cotton-gin at Maynard, and owns one- 
half of a gin in the bottoms, which annually turns 
out about 500 bales. In this enterprise he is one 
of the leading men in this section of the State, being 
also one of the largest property-holders. At the 
time of his arrival here he owned nothing, and has 
made his property by energy and shrewd manage- 
ment. He has been married twice, the first time 
father of two children: Julia A., who was born 
August 25, 1853, and James H., who was born 
Mrs. Hatley died August 25, 
1858, six years after her marriage, and after liy- 
ing a widower one year Mr. Hatley married, 
Elen L. 
(wife of Gus Reynolds, of Reno), born January 
3, 1864; Mandy H., born October 15, 1866, died 
November 7, 1868; Naomi H., born November 29, 


born July 18, 1875; Atlas H., born July 18, 
1878, and Ivy H., born October 28, 1886, and 
three who died in infancy were their children. 
Mrs. Hatley was born in 1841. Mr. Hatley joined 
the Confederate army in September, 1862, enlist- 
ing in Company A, and -was captured in January, 
1863, at Van Buren, Ark., but was paroled after a 
short time and returned home. After remaining at 
home for about six months he was again forced 
into the service, and was with Price on his raid 
Since that time 
he has been engaged in the occupations named 


through Missouri and Arkansas. 


above, and is now one of the wealthy men of the 
county. He is a Democrat, and a member of the 
A. F. & A. M.; his wife belongs to the Christian 
Church. 
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William E. Hibbard is a leading and enterpris- 
ing merchant of Randolph County, Ark., 
member of the firm of Hibbard & Weatherford, 


born in the State of Mississippi, May 10, 1850, 


bard, the former a native of Mississippi, and the 
latter of Tennessee. They were married in Ten- 
their son, William E., was a small lad, at which 
time they moved to Independence County, Ark., 
from there to Fulton County, and in 1865, came to 
Randolph County, where the widow and _ her chil- 
dren have since lived, the father having died in St. 
Louis, in 1862. He was a teacher and a farmer by 
occupation, a Democrat in politics, and while a res- 
ident of Fulton County, Ark., 
as justice of the peace. The mother is a member 
of the Missionary Baptist Church, and she aud Mr. 
Hibbard became the parents of nine children 
(William E. being the fourth), and five of them are 
George W., a farmer of Randolph 
County; Nancy, wife of Abijah McDaniel, also of 
this county; Emily, wife of James McDaniel, 
Sarah, wife of Robert Ballew, they 
agriculturists of this county, and William E., 
who acquired a good education through his own 


served several years 


now living: 


exertions, and when only a small boy began to as- | 
sist his mother and brother to make a living for | 
as they had been left | 


the balance of the family, 
in destitute circumstances by the war. He worked 
by the day and month until twenty-one years of 
age, when he married Miss Martha Collier, and 


began for himself. His wife was a daughter of 


also being | 


} 


| 


_he formed a partnership with Vincent Seagraves, 


and is a | 
_ ing year bought out Mr. 
He was | 


in the general mercantile business, and the follow- 
Seagraves, and conducted 
until within a few months. 


the business alone 


_ when he and W. J. Weatherford became associated. 
and is ason of Joseph and Delilah (Walker) Hib- | 


He is a Mason and a Democrat, and is one of the 


_most enterprising men of which the county can 
_ boast. 
nessee, but made their home in Mississippi until | 


Isaac Hirst keeps a general grocery at Poca. 
hontas, Ark., and was born in Greece in 1844. He 


_ was brought to the United States by his uncle when 


a child and grew to manhood in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and at Pocahontas, Ark., also receiving his educa- 
tion in the public schools of these places. After 


_ reaching a suitable age he worked as collector for 


' in business for himself. 


different firms for some time, and in 1868 embarked 
Prior to this, however, 
during the war he espoused the cause of the Con- 
federacy and served until he was severely wounded 
in 1864 on Saline River, in Arkansas. He was at 
Greenville, Mo., Shreveport, Pleasant Hill, La., 

Prairie Grove, Jenkins’ Ferry and Helena, Ark., 

and was a participant in many skirmishes. After 
the close of the war he residedin Memphis, Tenn., 

for three years, then returned to Pocahontas and 


| as above stated entered business for himself. in 


_ which he has successfully continued ever since. 





| 


His efforts to acquire a competency have more 
than realized his expectations and he now owns 
some valuable town property. In his political 
views Mr. Hirst is a Democrat, and he is a 
Master Mason, a member of the I. O. O. F. and 


_K. of H. His people are of Hebrew faith, but he 


Robert and Sarah Collier, and was born on the 29th | 


of January, 1851. 


Their family now consists of | 


eight children: Delilah, William H., Emma, Jo- | 


seph, Adar and Ida (twins), Martha and Thomas. 
After his marriage Mr. Hibbard made one crop in 
Woodruff County, but the following year went to 
Fulton County, and rented land of Mrs. Sanders, 


| Germans, 


| 


| latter’s in Cincinnati, 


but after making one crop there he returned to | 


Randolph County, purchased a 120-acre farm 


| member 


on credit, and has since increased his acreage to | 


250, all of it being tine land, the result of indus- | 


try and good business ability. In March, 158%, 


| November 


belongs to no church. He was married May 1. 
1877, to Miss Nora Hubble, by whom he has two 
little daughters: Lena and Edith. 

Jacob and Theresa (Hanauer) Hirst, 
but after their marriage. removed to 
Greece and still later to America, the former's 
death occurring in Philadelphia, Penn., and the 
Ohio. Our subject has an 
unele who resides in Memphis, Tenn., 
of the 
Hanauer & Co. 


His parents, 


were native 


and is a 


mercantile firm of Schollfield. 


Dr. Martin Hogan was born on Blue Grass soil 


16, 1833, and inherits Virginia blood 
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from his father and mother, William and Mary | 


(Wallace) Hogan. 
tucky in 1808, and was married in Logan County, 


The father removed to Ken- | 


of that State, in 1812, and there reared a family | 
of four sons and two daughters: Mary A., wife of | 


Dr. Joseph Stewart, died in Arkansas; James B. 
(deceased), William, who died in Kentucky; John, 
who died in Randolph County; Maria L. (deceased) 
and Martin. 
of 1812, but secured a substitute. He died in Lo- 
gan County, Ky., in 1840, followed by his wife in 
1870, in Livingston County, Ky., both being con- 


The father was drafted in the War | 


sistent members of the Christian Church at the 


time of their death. 


The youthful days of our | 


subject, Martin Hogan, were spent in laboring on | 


his father’s farm, and his early opportunities for 
acquiriny an education were of the most meager 
description. 
years, he entered a graded school with the deter- 


After reaching the age of twenty-one | 


mination to secure a good education, and after at- | 


tending for some time at Allensville, he entered 
the Oakland Institute, and afterward the Franklin 
Institute in Christian County, Ky., where he fin- 


ished his literary education, his career in these | 


institutions of learning being marked by close ap- 


plication to his books and able scholarship. Dur- | 


ing the winter of 1857-58, he attended lectures in 
the Nashville Medical College, and in the winter 
of 1858-59, he was a diligent student in the 
Eclectic Medical College of Cincinnati, from which 
institution he was graduated as an M. D. in 1859. 
He commenced immediately the practice of his 
chosen profession in Logan County, Ky., and after 
practicing in Livingston and Marshail Coun- 
ties of that State until 1871, he landed in this 
county, where he has been engaged in farming in 
connection with his practice, since about 1873. 
The Doctor takes but little interest in politics, but 
devotes all his time to his profession; when he 


does vote, however, he supports the principles of | 


the Democratic party. He is a member of the 
I. 0. O. F., and he, wife and eldest daughter are 
members of the Christian Church. November 13, 
1860, he married Miss Mary S. White, in Lyon 


County, Ky., her birth having occurred in that | 


State on the 17th of July, 1840. The following 


were their children: Mary C., who was born March 
10, 1862, and is now deceased; William M., born 
December 17, 1863; Mary R., born January 4, 
1867; Lou, born March 15, 1869; John E., born 
March 21, 1871, and is now deceased; John, born 
October 20, 1872; Birdie, born March 18, 1874; 
Lizzie M., born May 5, 1876; Lina W., born April 
21, 1879; and Madison B., born February 14, 
1884. 
Catherine (Martin) White, to whom were born the 
following family: Mary S. and Samuel, Eliza A. 
and George M. (deceased), Elizabeth H., John 
E., Sarah (deceased), Sol..M., and Edna M., wife 
of Charles Sexton, of Kentucky. 

B. F. Hollowell, M. D. Few, if any, indus- 
trial or professional pursuits have within the last 


Mrs. Hogan is a daughter of George and 


few years made such rapid strides as that of the 
profession of medicine, and among the leading 
physicians of Randolph County, Ark., who have 
availed themselves of all new ideas and put them in 
practice, may be mentioned Dr. Hollowell. 
born in North Carolina in 1823 aud was the eldest 
of seven children, three now living, born to Silas 
and Sarah (Farmer) Hollowell, who were North 
Carolinians. They moved to the State of Tennes- 
see in 1828, and in 1832 located in Mississippi, 
where they died in 1867 and 1869, respectively. 
Silas Hollowell was 


He was 


both aged sixty-seven years. 
an active politician in his day, and was also deeply 
interested in the cause of religion. Their children, 
who are living, are Martha A., wife of John Porter, 
of the State of Mississippi; Julia, wife of D. J. 
Rogers, of Marshall County, Miss., and Dr. B. 
F. The paternal grandfather, Edward Thomas 
Hollowell, was born in the ‘‘ Emerald Isle,’’ 
was an enterprising tillerof the soil. Dr. Hollowell 
was given the rearing and education which is ac- 
corded the majority of farmers’ boys, but this work 
was not suited to his tastes, and he early formed 
At the age of twenty 


and 


a desire to study medicine. 
years he left home and entered upon his medical 
studies under a preceptor in Marshall County, 
Miss., and after two years of faithful and diligent 
study he entered Oxford Institute, from which 
institution he graduated in 1547. 
year be moved to Izard County, Ark., where he 


The following 
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398 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. f 
was actively engaged in the practice of his profes- | been devoted to expounding the Gospel, and his 
sion until the breaking out of the Rebellion, when | efforts in saving souls have met with good results. _ 
he enlisted as a Federal spy, and to the best of his He has always been a stanch Republican in his 
ability kept the Union forces posted as to the political views, and he has shown his approval of 
doings of the enemy. During this time he con- secret organizations by becoming a member of the 
tinued the practice of his profession as a blind, A. F. & A. M. 
but in 1863 he openly joined the Federal forces as William L. Holt, justice of the peace, Warm 
a scout, serving in this capacity until the close of Springs, Ark. To the person who closely applies 
the war. From that time until 1870 he was a himself to any occupation which he has chosen as 
practicing physician of Greene County, Mo., after his calling through life there can be but one re- 
which he returned to Izard County, Ark., and was’ sult—that of success. The above mentioned 
actively engaged in the practice of his profession gentleman has been an agriculturist the princi- 
for two years. The two succeeding years were pal part of his life, and success has marked his 
spent in Ash Flat, Sharp County, Ark., and the efforts. He has a farm of 240 acres, 100 being 
following year he was appointed deputy collector | under cultivation, has a good house and barn, and 
of this district, which position he held in avery over his broad acres may be seen many horses 
efficient manner until 1877, at which date he was and cattle, for he is also a prominent stock farmer. 
appointed United States commissioner for the He has received assistance from no one, but is 
Eastern district of Arkansas, and still continues to | simply the architect of his own fortune. His 
discharge the duties of this position to the satisfac- | birth occurred in Randolph County, Ark., Janu- 
tion of all concerned. Since the year 1878 he has ary 1, 1842, and he is the son of John and Mary 
resided on his present farm. Hewas first married (Barrett) Holt, natives of Missouri and Alabama, 
in 1843 to Miss Frances C. Box, who was born in respectively. The parents were married in 1839. 
Alabama and died in 1858, having borne two chil- The elder Mr. Holt was born in May, 1814, and 
dren: Sarah P., wife of James Robinson, and died January 12, 1862. He came to Arkansas | 
Stephen E. Margaret Beard, anative of Alabama, with his father when only seven years of age, and 
became his second wife in 1859. Eugenia, wife was reared in this county. He received brt a 
of John Wood; Ann Eliza, wife of John Me- limited education, and tilling the soil was his prin- 
Cracken, and Joseph are the extent of their family. cipal occupation during life. His wife was born 
Dr. Hollowell was called upon to mourn the loss in May, 1818, and died March 4, 1884. She was 
of his second wife in 1874; she had been an ear- a member of the Christian Church. Mr. Holt was 
nest member of the Christian Church for many quite active in politics, and cast his last vote for 
years. His first wife was a Methodist and an Stephen A. Douglass. Although a Democrat he 
earnest worker for the cause of Christianity. The opposed the Rebellion. The maternal grandfather 
Doctor was married at Ash Flat, in June, 1875, of our subject was in the War of 1812, served 
to Miss E. B. Goodwin, a native of Tennessee, an under Gen. Jackson, and was at the battle of New 
estimable lady whose education and general infor- Orleans. The paternal grandfather was one of the 
mation well qualify her for a minister’s wife. She pioneers of Missouri, and during his early life in 
is a member of the Christian Church andanactive, Washington County, of that State, had many 
zealous worker. Two children are the result of fights with the Indians. He came to Randolph 
this union: Walter Cullen, in his thirteenth year, County, Ark., as early as 1821, and many interest- 
and Hubert Clayton, in his eleventh; both bright. ing and exciting times did he have with the In- 
active lads, who promise much in the way of com- dians in this section. Buffaloes and many wild 
fort to their parents. Dr. Hollowell was ordained animals were also very plentiful. He was a hatter 
a minister of the Christian Church. October 28, by trade, a prominent Mason, and was one of the N 
1868, and much of his time and attention has leading men of the county. William L. Holt was | 
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reared in his native county, and had only limited 
educational advantages, but these he improved, 
and is now one of the best posted men to be found 
in the county. He was married October 18, 1862, 
to Miss Nancy G. Philips, a native of Tennessee, 
and they have two children, W. A., engaged in 
merchandising at Warm Springs, married to Miss 
Melissa Dalton, of Warm Springs, in November, 
1886, and has one child, John R., living at Doni- 
He has 
been attending school for some time at that place. 
Our subject, W. L. Holt, was in the Confederate 
army, enlisting in 1862, and surrendering at 
Jacksonport, Ark., June 5, 1865. He was on Gen. 
Price’s raid through Missouri, and took part in 
numerous engagements. 


phan, Mo., and is clerking in a store. 


He returned to his home 
at the close of the war, and engaged in farming 
and stock raising, which he has carried on in a very 
successful manner ever since. In 1878 he was 
elected justice of the peace, and served two terms. 
He was re-elected in 1S84, and has held the posi- 
tion since, this making his fifth term. In 1888 
he was a member of the Democratic State Conven. 
tion, has been school director several terms, and 
has held many minor offices. At the time of his 
marriage he was not possessed of a great amount of 
this world’s goods, but he has been successful in 
all his undertakings, and is now prepared to enjoy 
life. He is Democratic in his polities. Mrs. Holt 
is a member of the Baptist Church, and he also 
holds to this faith. 

Joseph Hufstedler, who represents the milling 
interests of Randolph County, Ark., is a Tennes- 
seean by birth and bringing up, and inherits the 
principles of the better class of citizens of that 
State. He was born in 1843, and as soon as a 
suitable age was reached he was placed in school, 
but after attaining his eleventh year his education 
was received in Randolph County, Ark. In 1861 
he entered the Confederate army, and served until 
February 20, 1864, when he left the field and came 
home. 
boro, Chickamauga and in other engagements, and 
was wounded twice during his service. 
return home he engaged in farming, and in 1869 
was appointed sheriff and collector of the county 





He was at Shiloh, Perryville, Murfrees- 


After his | 


for four years, and at the end of that time was 
elected treasurer on the Republican ticket, and ably 
discharged the duties of that office for two years. 
He has also filled the office of deputy United States 
marshal of Northern Arkansas for several years. 
For some fifteen years he has been engaged in the 
milling business, and his establishment is fitted up 
in good style, consequently the product which he 
has turned out has proved to be eminently satis- 
factory. Besides his mill he owns four and one- 
half acres of land on which is his residence, and 
also a farm of 200 acres. He was first married to 
Miss Mary Hufstedler, and after her death he 
wedded Miss Huldah Hufstedler, and by her has 
had a family of nine children: Birdie, Ella, 
Blanche, Lizzie D. and Kate, living, and Lydia, 
who died at the age of nineteen months; Earl, 
when one and one-half years old, and two children 
who died in infancy. Our subject and wife are 
members of the Christian Church; he is a Royal 
Arch Mason, and belongs to the K. of H. He isa 
son of Joseph and Lydia (Chandler) Hufstedler, 
and is the youngest of their five children, three of 
whomare living. The father died when our subject 
was a small lad. He wasa farmer. The paternal 
grandfather, Jacob Hufstedler, was a soldier in 
the War of 1812, and removed from his native 
State to Arkansas in 1854, where he died tive 
years later. His father was a native German, and 
came to the United States at an early day, and first 


_ settled in North Carolina and afterward in Ten- 


nessee. 

Simon Peter Hurn. Among those who deser- 
vedly rank among the progressive and rising agri- 
eulturists of Randolph County, Ark., is the above 
mentioned gentleman who has resided here since 
1850, and is now the owner of 400 acres of as good 
land as there is in the county. He is one of ten 
children, and was born in Monroe County, Ga., 
April 25, 1829, and is a son of Randall and Naucy 
(Dunn) Hurn, natives of North Carolina and Geor- 
gia, respectively. The father removed to Georgia 
when a young man, was married there, and there 
resided until 1850, when he moved to Arkansas, 


and located in Randolph County, where he died 


_in May, 1858, when sixty-six years of age, followed 
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by his widow two years later when aged about 
fifty-six years. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and he was a Baptist until 
a few years before his death, when he became 
Methodist in belief. 
a farmer by occupation, and after a lifetime of hard 
labor he became a wealthy citizen. His father, 
James Hurn, who was of Irish birth, served in the 
Colonial army during the Revolutionary War and 
was a participant in many battles, being at York- 
town when Cornwallis surrendered. He died in 
North Carolina. The maternal grandfather, James 
Dunn, was born in North Carolina, and also served 
in the American army during the Revolution. The 
children born to Randall and Nancy Hurn are as 
follows: James and Simon Peter, farmers of Ran- 
dolph County; Paul R., a farmer of Washington 
County, Ark., Mark, a farmer of Clay County, 
Ark. ; Ezekiel, a minister of the Washington Coun- 
ty Primitive Baptist Church: Permelia E., wife of 
James Sammonds of Randolph County; Nancy J., 
wife of Ben F. Tyler, a farmer of this county, and 
Leah S., wife of William Kirk of this county. 
Those deceased are John and Matthew, who was 
a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, in Randolph County. At the age of twenty- 
one years, Simon Peter Hurn, our subject, began 
life for himself as a farmer, but afterward learned 
the butcher’s and stone mason’s trades, at which he 
worked for many years. He started without any 
means whatever, but by the help of his wife, who 
was a strict economist and an excellent manager, 
he has become one of the wealthy men of the 
county. In 1861 he enlisted in Capt. Connor’s 
company, Adams’ regiment of the Confederate 
States army, and during his four years’ service 
he was in the battles of Saline, Pilot Knob, 
Big Blue and others. He was a heavy loser 
by the war, but afterward managed to make 
his losses good. Sarah Jane Alexander, a daugh- 
ter of John W. and Mary T. (Mostice) Alexander, 
became his wife November 21, 1850. She is a na- 
tive of the county and was born August 31, 1830, 
becoming by Mr. Hurn the mother of eight chil- 
ren: Matilda E., Mary L., John W., Emily J., 


Luther D., Peter M., Eliza Ann, Leslie B. and — 


He was a life-long Democrat, 


Thomas F. Peter M. died when six years of age. 
Mr. Hurn and his wife have been members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for the past 
forty years, and he has served the most of this 
time as steward. Politically he is a Democrat. 

J. W. Ingram is a substantial farmer and miller 
of the county, and as such deserves honorable men- 
tion in these pages. As he was born in this county, 
May 8, 1839, the people have had every opportun. 
ity to judge of his character, and he has won the 
confidence and esteem of all. He is a son of James 
P. and Rebecca (Mansker) Ingram, the former hav- 
ing been born in Virginia, February 5, 1800, and 
the latter in Tennessee, March 6, 1S11. James P. 
Ingram was removed by his father to Kentucky in 
1805, and there remained until 1824, when he re- 
moved to Randolph County, Ark., and settled on 
what is now known as the Old Ingram Farm, on 
the old military road, six miles southwest of Pit- 
man’s Ferry. Here he lived from 1834 until he 
died, August 12, 1874, at the age of seventy-four 
years. His widow resided on this farm for fifty- 
three years, and died onthe 27th of June, 1888, at 
the age of seventy-seven years, three months and 
twenty-one days. She came with her parents to 
this State in 1817, and lacked only. a short time 
of having lived here seventy years. Mr. Ingram 
was an industrious agriculturist, and accumulated 
property to the amount of 1,C00 acres of land. He 
served as constable eight years, justice of the peace 
six years, and county judge four years. He was 
married on the 12th of April, 1525, his wife being 
only a little over fourteen years of age at that 
time. Their family consisted of eleven children, 
the following being those who are now living: G. 
H., a farmer of this county; Leddie B., wife of H. 
H. Hatley, and J. W. Those deceased are Lurana. 
wife of W. P. G. Johnston, and Hannah E., who 
died at the age of twenty years; the rest died in 
childhood or infaney. J. W. Ingram commenced 
life for himself at the age of eighteen years, and 
was married then to Miss Rebecca M. Mansker, 
their union taking place on the 12th of April, and 
to them the following children have been born: M. 
E., wife of W. C. Smith, of this county: Martha 
R., wife of William Jolly, of this county; W. G. 
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C.; Sarah L., wife of Robert G. Johnson, being 
those living; and L. V. J., the deceased wife of 
Benjamin Phipps, and Mary L., who is also de- 
ceased, having been the wife’of F. M. Ezell. Mrs. 
Ingram was born October 18, 1839, and is now 
no more, having passed to her long home April 
25, 1870. 
place October 9, 1870, his wife’s maiden name 
being Josie C. Mock, of this county. Five of 
their children died when small, and three are 
now living: R. G. C., who was born September 2, 
1883; T. F., born May 17, 1875, and J. R., born 
March 22, 1877. The mother of these children 
died on the 28th of December, 1853, having been 
a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and her husband espoused his third 
wife, Mrs. Mary P. (Kerley) Tilley, on the 10th of 
April, 1884, Laura Dean, who was born on the 
16th of April, 1885, being the only one of their 
three children who is now living. 
first union took place on the 2d of July, 1871, and 
she bore her husband three children: Sarah L., 
born December 10, 1872, and Thomas J., born 
Angust 3, 1877, being the only ones living. Mr. 
Tilley was born in Tennessee, and died on the 
12th of February, 1882, having been a member of 
the Missionary Baptist Church. 
the Confederate army he lost all the fingers of one 
of his hands, and was discharged from the service. 
Mr. Ingram, the subject of this sketch, also served 
in the Confederate army, joining Company I, Sha- 
ver’s regiment, on the 8th of August, 1863. He 
surrendered at Jacksonport, Ark., June 5, 1865, 
having been with Price on his raid in Missouri. 
During this time he lost all his property except 
his land; but this he returned to, and began to 
improve, erecting in 1869 a cotton-gin, which 
he continued to operate until 1878, when it was 
burned to the ground. The loss is estimated at 
$3,500. On the 17th of January, 1873, he was 
taken ill with erysipelas, and by the 2Ist of that 
month he had lost his eye-sight. He has had ten 
children he has never seen. He is a wealthy farm- 
er, owning 1,460 acres of land, with some 248 
acres under improvement. He has a steam cotton- 
gin, seventy head of cattle, twelve head of horses 


Our subject’s second union took 


While serving in 


Mrs. Ingram’s | 


and mules, and numerous other domestic animals. 
Although blind, this does not deter him from 
work, and he can readily bind wheat and oats, feed 
a threshing machine or steam cotton-gin. He is a 
member of the A. F. & A. M., and is a Democrat. 
He and his wife are church members, he belong- 
ing to the Methodist and his wife to the Baptist 
Church. 

A. W. James is a man who has been exception- 
ally successful in his career as a planter, and ow- 
ing to his desire to keep out of the old ruts, and 
to his ready adoption of new and improved meth- 
ods, together with energy and shrewd business tac- 
tics, he has acquired an extensive land area em- 
bracing at least 1,400 acres. Many of his broad 
acres are devoted to the culture of cotton, and his 
plantation is one of the finest in the State. He 
was born in Smith County, Tenn., October 1S, 
1826, but grew to maturity in the State of Arkan- 
sas (Phillips County), whither his parents moved 
in 1840. At the breaking out of the Mexican War 
he joined the service, and was on active duty for 
one year. He was not wounded while on duty, 
but now receives a pension for his services. In 
1848 his marriage with Miss Elizabeth Slaten was 
consummated. She was born in IS4S, and bore 
following children: Bartlett, Mary, Daniel, Laura, 
Martha and Jehu. Mr. James did not side with 
either faction during the late war, but after the 
close of hostilities he settled in Randolph County, 
where he has since made his home. He has al- 
ways cast his vote with the Democratic party, and 
for the past thirty years has been a minister in the 
Baptist Church, but has not preached a great deal 
during the last few years. He is a member of the 
Any Burd A... Mi 
beth (Brookshire) James were born, reared and 
married in North Carolina, and as stated above 
moved to North Carolina in 1840. The 
served in the War of 1812, and was a participant 
in the battle of New Orleans. He and wife both 
died in Phillips County, Ark., the latter being 


His parents, Alexander and Eliza- 


father 


sixty years of age at the time of her death. Only 
two of their ten children are now living. The pa. 


ternal grandfather was a North Carolinian, who 
died in Smith County, Tenn. 
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W. P. G. Johnston is one of the leading farm- 
ers of this section of the county, and the condition 
of his farm shows the care and attention to details 
which have ever characterized his efforts. He was — 
born in Tennessee in 1833, and is a son of Gregory 
and Martha (Burton) Johnston, who were born in 
North Carolina and Virginia, respectively, were 
married in Tennessee about 1820, and engaged in 
farming in Randolph County, Ark. (whither they 
moved in 1548), until their respective deaths in 
1877 and 1875, when aged seventy-seven and 
seventy-three years. Six of their nine children 
lived to maturity, and five are now living: Rev. L. 
F.; L. B.; Aurena, wife of Rev. Jesse Robertson: 
James F. and W. P. G., all of whom are residents 
of Randolph County. The parents were members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
the father was a Democrat in his political views. 
W. P. G. Johnston commenced farming for him- 
self at an early day, was married to Miss Lurana 
Ingram in 1852, and by her became the father of 
five boys and one girl, three of whom are living at 
the present time: James L., George G. and John 
F. Mrs. Johnston died in December, 1865, having 
been a consistent member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, and Mr. Johnston wedded, in 
1867, Miss Jane E. Ross, of this county, to whom 
were born six children: Robert G., Rufus M., 
Samuel P., Walter S. and Martha J., living, and 
one deceased Mr. Johnston was called upon 
to mourn the death of his second wife in 1876, she 
having been a devoted member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and a good and faithful 
wife and mother. Mr. Johnston’s third nuptials 
were celebrated on the 3d of March, 1878, the lady 
being a Miss Pernecia J. Lewis. Charles A., 
Horace B., Mary A., Ida B., Joab and Amanda E. 
are their children. In 1562 he joined the Confed- 
erate service under Col. Jeff. Thompson, and oper- 
ated east of the Mississippi River until he was dis- 
charged after the battle of Fort Pillow, on account 
of sickness, and returned home, where he remained 
until he had thoroughly regained his health. In 
1863 he again enlisted, becoming a member of Col. 
Baber’s regiment of infantry, and was with him 
until the surrender of Little Rock, at which time he 


was taken prisoner, and was kept in captivity for 
some time. After taking the oath of allegiance he 
was allowed to return home in 1864, and here he 
remained unmolested until the close of the war. 
He engaged in farming and erected a cotton-gin, 
which was the second gin put up in this section of 
thecounty. These occupations have since received 
his attention, and he has done well, being now the 
owner of 216 acres of land, with about 100 acres 
under cultivation. He is a Democrat. a Mason, 
and he and his wife belong to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South. 

Mrs. Nancy Green Jones was born in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in 1829, and is the relict of Green R. 
Jones, and a daughter of Joseph W. and Charlotte 
C. (Ellis) James, both of whom were born in the 
State of Tennessee, the former’s birth having oc- 
curred, it is supposed, in Nashville; he died in 
Pocahontas, Ark., when forty-three years old: 
the latter died there at the age of seventy-six years. 
The paternal grandfather was born in Scotland, 
and at a very tender age was taken to the United 
States, where, after growing to manhood, he was 
married to a Miss Duke, of Virginia, she being a 
niece of Gen. Nathaniel Greene, of Revolutionary 
fame. The maternal grandfather was a nepbew 
of that general. Mrs. Jones has been married 
three times, her first husband being William Her- 
bert Allaire, who was born and reared at Long 
Branch, N. Y., and was a millwright by trade. He 
died in 1856 at Pocahontas, Ark. His father was 
Alexander B. Allaire, a Frenchman, who at one 
time owned the present site of Long Branch, and 
afterward moved to White Plains, 
wealthy merchant of that place. His father was 
Capt. Allaire, of France, who married the Baroness 
of Breton, Denmark. The coat of arms belonging 
to her family is still in possession of her descend- 
ants in New York City. To our subject and her 
husband, William Herbert Allaire, were born three 
children: Fannie C., Flora C. and William Her- 
bert, who was a cadet at West Point, graduating 
in the class of 1882. He is now a lieutenant at 
Fort Wayne, Detroit, Mich. 
husband was William Evans, who was born and 
reared in New York City. 


becoming a 


Our subject's second 


During the war he was 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 403 


a Federal enrolling officer, and was shot and killed 
in his own house, this act being in retaliation of a 
Jonfederate enrolling officer having been killed 
‘To Mr. and Mrs. Evans a daugh- 
His widow was mar- 


in like manner. 
ter was born named Lucy. 
ried after the war to Green R. Jones, who died in 
Pocahontas, Ark. Mrs. Jones is an estimable lady 
and for the past thirty-five years has been an 
earnest and consistent member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

John Joves, a well-known resident of the 
county, was born on the farm where he now re- 
sides, October 27, 1835, and is a son of John and 
Mary (Black) Jones, the former being one of the 
very first settlers of Randolph County, Ark., and 


by her has one daughter, Ola Ann. 


of enlistment, some very hard service, but was 
Mary Wells, 
a daughter of Hutchinson Wells, became his wife 
February 23, 1859. She was born on the 14th of 
January, 1843, and by Mr. Jones became the 


neither wounded nor taken prisoner. 


mother of five children: William Irvin; Armitta, 
wife of Charles Tisdell, a farmer of the county; 
Rufus, Elizabeth, and another. After the death 
of his first wife Mr. in 1884, 
Mrs. Mary (Galbraith) Wayland, who was born in 
Anderson County, Tenn., November 0, 1841, and 
When small, 


Jones, wedded 


Mrs. Jones came to Lawrence County, Ark., with 


| her parents, and was married there to Jonathan 


was the first man to locate on Jones’ Creek, which | 


took its name from him. Here his death occurred 
in 1842, when about sixty years of age. 
also died here in 1858, about the age of her hus- 


band. He was aprofessed Christian, and had been 


His wife 


a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for | 


many years. They were well-to-do citizens, and 


were the owners of a number of slaves besides | 
other property, also a large amount of real es- | 


tate; at the time of his location here the nearest 
postoffice was sixty miles away. Six sons and two 


Wayland, who is deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Jones 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and politically he is a Democrat. 

Adolphus H. Kibler. This substantial and rep- 
resentative agriculturist was born in Lincoln 
County, N. C., December 9, 1520, and was edu- 
cated in his native State, receiving excellent edu- 
cational opportunities in Lincoln Academy, which 
advantages he did not fail to improve. At the 
early age of twelve years he entered the employ 


ofa merchant, with whom he remained as a clerk 


daughters blessed their union, of which children | 


three are now living: John. Andrew and Sarah, 
the latter being the wife of William Sloan. John 
Jones attended the early schools of Randolph 
County, and after his parents’ death, which oc- 
curred when he was a small boy, he made his home 
with an elder brother, James, until twenty years 
of age. Although he started in life for himself 


with no means, he has done well, and is now the | 


owner of a finely improved and well located farm 
on Jones Creek. When the war cloud, which had 
so long hovered over our land, burst, Mr. Jones 
showed his willingness to aid the Southern cause, 
and in 1861 enlisted in Company A, Col. Trum- 
bull’s regiment of infantry, and was in many 
battles, among which were Corinth, Richmond, 
Ky., and a number of skirmishes. He afterward 
joined Capt. Mitchell’s company, Col.. Reeves’ 
regiment of Arkansas Cavalry, and was at Inde- 
pendence and Fayetteville, seeing, during his term 


_ his chief occupation. 


for sixteen years, and then, tiring of the work, he 
turned his attention to farming, which has been 
He remained in his native 


| State until 1857, then emigrated west, and located 
in Randolph County, Ark., where he has since 
_ made his home, and by his own individual labor 


_ position he held four years. 


has become the owner of a fine tract of land 
embracing 320 acres. He has been honored with 
various offices in the county, and was first elected 
in 1859 internal revenue commissioner. which 
In 1878 he was 
three 


times, serving in all eight years, and discharged 


chosen county treasurer, was re-elected 


| the duties of this office in a highly creditable mun- 


ner, and to the satisfaction of al! concerned. In 
1845 he was married to Miss Mary A. McKeraff, 
a daughter of John McKeraff. She was born in 
Burke County, N. C., in 1824, and her union with 
Mr. Kibler resulted in the birth of six children, 
four of whom are now living: Augusta, wife of H. 
H. Woddell, a farmer of Pocahontas; Mary Alice. 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





wife of Dr. Wise, of Paragould; Harriet, wife of | 


Dr. G. W. Crosby, of Pocahontas, and George M., 
a farmer of the county. 
and Willie. Mr. Kibler and his wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; he 
is a Democrat, and has been a Mason for the past 
twenty-five years. In the spring of 1862 he en- 
listed in the Forty-fifth Arkansas 
Infantry, and was forage master of the regiment 
until the close of the war, when he surrendered at 
Jacksonport, Ark. He is a son of Michael and 
Catherine (Lorance) Kibler, both of whom were 
born in Lincoln County, N. C., and died in North 
Carolina and Randolph County, Ark., in 1848 and 


Those dead are Laura 


been a practicing physician here since 1853. He 


' was born in Catawba County, N. C., January 19, 


1831, and until eighteen years of age passed his 
days in his native State: but at this time a strong 
desire to learn medicine caused him to commence 
its study with Dr. John Seurry, at Cross Plains, 


_ Ala., and he made such sufficient progress under 


Confederate | 


1859, respectively, the latter being sixty-four years | 


of age at the time of her death. 
ried in their native State, and when a young man, 
the father was engaged in blacksmithing; also 
farmed the latter part of his life, and was very suc- 
cessful in the accumulation of this world’s goods. 
He served in the War of 1812, acting as drum- 
major, and in his political views he was a Whig. 
He and his wife were members of the Lutheran 
Church, and were the parents of the following 
family: 
Dailey, of Benton County, Ala.; Sophronia, also 


They were mar- 


his instruction as to justify him on entering the 
active practice of the profession soon after, in 
partnership with his instructor. While in Ala- 
bama he was the first physician to use chloroform 
in Benton (now Calhoun) County, as an anesthetic, 
and his experiment proving highly satisfactory, it 
was largely adopted by other physicians. The 
early training which he received in this science 
was by no means sufficient tu satisfy a person of 
his inquiring mind, consequently he attended a 


course of lectures at Augusta, Ga. Since 1853 he 


| has been a resident of Randolph County, Ark., and 


Ado]phus H., Mauernia, wife of Jacob | 


living in that county, and Dr. M. H., who isa | 


prominent physician of Northeastern Arkansas, 
and resides near Black’s Ferry in Randolph 
County. Miles M. was a captain in the Confeder. 


ate army during the late war, and was killed at | 


the battle of Fredericksburg. 


his career here as a physician hus long been well 
and favorably known to the many who have tested 
his healing ability, and his success is shown by the 
extended territory over which he goes to alleviate 
the sufferings of the sick. In 1863 and 1864 he 
was examining surgeon in the Confederate service. 
He was married, in 1856, to Miss Amanda J. Cain. 
a daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth Cain. Mrs. 
Kibler was born in Alabama December 27, 1839, 


and died in Randolph County, Ark., May 30, 


| 1876, leaving one daughter, Ella S., the wife of 


William was sur- | 


geon of a regiment in the Confederate army, was | 


wounded at Murfreesboro, and was aid on Gen. 
Claiborne’s staff. He afterward resided in Cross 


County, Ala., and there died. The paternal 


grandfather, David Kibler, was a German, who — 


came to America about the close of the Revolu- 
tionary War, located in Lineoln County, N. C., 
and after a number of years removed to Iredell 
County, of the same State, where he spent the 
balance of his life. 
Isaac Lorance, 


The maternal grandfather, 
was born in England and also 
located in Lincoln County, N. C. 

Marion H. Kibler, M. D., is one of the leading 
physicians of Randolph County, Ark., and has 





Dr. G. A. Seals. 
wife July 27, 1887, her maiden name being Nan- 
nie M. Hulett, a daughter of A. J. and Anna M. 
Hulett. By her the Doctor became the father of 
one child, Marion Hulett. 
Democrat in his political views, and is a member 


The Doctor married his present 


He has always been a 


of the Masonic fraternity. His parents, Michael 


and Catherine (Lowrance) Kibler, were prominent 


' residents of North Carolina, in which State the 


_ from Germany to the United States. 


mother was born. The father was born on the 
Atlantic Ocean, while his parents were en route 
They locat- 
ed in Pennsylvania, and afterward in North Caro- 
lina, where Michael grew to manhood and married. 
He spent his life in that State, and died in IS4S, 


at the age of fifty-six years. He was a black- 
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smith and a farmer, a Whig in politics, and in his 
religious views was a Lutheran. 
children are now living: 
Randolph County, Ark.: Minerva, wife of Jacob 
F. Dailey, a prominent merchant of Piedmont, 
Ala.; Sophronia, at Piedmont, Ala., and Dr. 
Marion H. The two deceased are Miles Michael, 
who was a lieutenant in the Confederate army, and 


Four of his six | 


A. H., ex-treasurer of | 





kansas, and immediately afterward engaged in 
tilling the soil. He had very little property at the 


time of his marriage (1572), but he is now the 


, owner of 160 acres, of which seventy-five acres are 


was killed at Richmond, Va., and W. R., who was | 


a surgeon in an Arkansas regiment, was wounded 


the wound several years after the close of the war. 
Rev. D. N. King, minister and farmer, Warm 


Springs, Ark. Although young in years Mr. King 


| under a good state of cultivation and with good 


buildings, ete. He is one of the enterprising citi- 
zens of this section, and lays a great deal of his 
success in life to the exertions of his chosen com- 


anion. » was ined ¢ ipister in e gen- 
union. He was ordained a m t the ¢ 


_ eral Free Will Baptist Church, and began preach- 
at Franklin, Tenn., and died from the effects of | 


ing the Gospel on the Sth of October, 1882. 
then he has performed the marriage ceremony for 


Since 


about nine couples, and has baptized a large num- 


has already done much good in the world by ad-— 


ministering to the spiritual wants of his fellow- 
men and by living a life of such consistency and 
purity as can not fail to have its effect on the rising 
generation. His birth occurred in Georgia on the 
13th of January, 1852, and he is the son of Car- 
ter and Louisa (Flanigan) King, natives of Geor- 
gia, and of Irish parentage. Carter King was a 
farmer and a tanner by occupation, which he fol- 
lowed in Georgia until 1566, when he moved 
to Tennessee and settled in Roan County. He 
there farmed on rented land until 1869, when he 


chased eighty acres. This he proceeded to im- 
prove, but one year later sold out and moved into 


ber of converts. Mr. and Mrs. King became the par- 
ents of seven children: Louisa J., born on the 
15th of April, 1873, and died on the 14th of Sep- 
tember, 1874; W. L., born on the 224 of Septem- 


| ber, 1876, and died on the 6th of April, 1880; 
_ John C., born on the 25th of January, 1879: E. E., 
born on the 8th of November, 1881; Jasper N.. 
_ born on the 10th of February, 1884; Dora L., 


born on the 23d of August, 1886, and one who 
died young. Mr. King is a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, and has been a school director in 


his district. Mrs. King is a member of the Bap- 


, tist Church. 
came to Randolph County, Ark., and settled in | 
Warm Springs Township, where, in 1869, he pur- | 


a different neighborhood, where he died shortly | 


afterward, in March, 1871. He was a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, a member of the Baptist 
him. Heseryed one year during the latter part 
of the war in the Confederate service, and surren- 
dered in 1865. 
ents of eleven children, six now living: D.N., 
Rebecea F. (wife of F. M. Thornsberry), James 
M., Sarah E. (wife of H. C. Croger), Joseph J. 
and Mary L. (wife of James Hovis). Mrs. King 


Dr. J. N. Kirkpatrick, Elm Store, Ark. To 
the people of Randolph, as well as surrounding 
counties, the name that heads this sketch is by no 
means an unfamiliar one, for the owner is ever to 
be found by the bedside of the sick and afilicted, 


_ and his career as a practitioner and thorough stu- 
_ dent of medicine has won for him no less a reputa- 
Church, and was well respected by all who knew | 


_ zen and neighbor. 


tion than have his personal characteristics as a citi- 
His parents, E. S. and Annie 


| (Woodrome) Kirkpatrick, were both natives of 


Mr. and Mrs. King were the par-_ 


| ty, and there remained one year. 


then married in 1873 Mr. G. A. Barrett, and by | 


him became the mother of two children, one liv- 


ing. Mr. and Mrs. Barrett are still living in this — 
county. At the age of twenty years D. N. King | 


was married to Miss Mary 5. Wooldridge, of Ar- 





Tennessee. 
99 


=<, 


The father, who was born February 
1810, came to Arkansas in 1835, settled in 
Big Bottom, on White River, Independence Coun- 
In 1836, he 
moved to Lawrence County, and settled on Reed's 
Creek, twenty miles northeast of Batesville, Ark.. 
where he bought 160 acres of land. and where he 
reared his family. He was twice married, his first 
wife being Miss Annie Woodrome, daughter of 
John Woodrome, whom he wedded in 1830. To 
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them were born ten children, and seven of .these 
lived to be grown: J. N.; James E., living in Wil- 
mington, Cal.; W. T., living in Franklin County, 


Ill.; A. R., living in Oregon County, Mo.; and | 
_ his practice in this section, he had the modest sum 


H. C., in this county; the others are now de- 
ceased. Mrs. Kirkpatrick was born on the 3d of 
March, 1814, and died in 1860. For his second 
wife, Mr. Kirkpatrick selected Mrs. Elizabeth 


(Goacher) Smithee, and to this marriage were born | 


four children, only one now living—Eva J., a 
teacher in Conway County. E. 8. Kirkpatrick 
was a brick and stone mason by trade, and some 
of the first houses in Batesville are monuments of 
his handiwork. 
he brought with him only ateam, but later became 
the owner of considerable property and about o00 
acres of land. Mr. Kirkpatrick was in the Black 
Hawk War, and was in the fight at Kellog’s Grove, 
under Maj. Dement, and had his horse killed from 
under him in this ight. He was a member of the 


Missionary Baptist Church, and politically he was | 


a Democrat. He died in September, 1576. Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick was also a member of the same church. 
The paternal grandfather, John Kirkpatrick, was 


a soldier in the War of 1812, and wasin the baitle | 


of New Orleans. The maternal grandfather, John 
Woodrome, was also in the War of 1812, and was 
also a participant in the battle of New Orleans. 
The paternal great-grandfather served under Gen. 
Greene in the war for independence, and the mater- 
nal great-grandfather was a native of South Caro- 
lina, was in the Revolutionary War also, and 
served under Gen. Gates during the entire term 
of service. Dr. Kirkpatrick was born in Franklin 


County, Ill., October 30, 1831, and was educated | 


in the subscription schools of the county, attending 
such schools as were available until 1856. Hethen 
entered the St. Louis Medical College, and after- 
ward came back to Arkansas, and settled in Ran- 


_ dren, these now living: 


When he first came to this State, | 


_ their native land, and there lived and died. 





bama, and the fruits of this union were nine chil- 
Robert S., Eleanor A. 
(wife of H. A. Clark), Albert N., Hiram T., Charles 
M. and R. F. When the Doctor first commenced 


of 25 cents in his pocket, and borrowed a horse to 
By close attention to his profession, he has 
accumulated considerable property, and is the 


ride. 
owner of 366 acres. He has also his town prop- 
erty, consisting of business house and stock of 
drugs, and also a good deal of personal property. 
He is W. M. of the Masonic lodge, and in polli- 
tics is a Democrat. 

G. B. Kline. As far back as can be traced 
the ancestors of Mr. Kline have been native Ger- 
mans, and in Bavaria, Germany, our subject was 
born in 1834. His parents, G. B. (Sr.) and Louisa 
(Wayner) Kline, were well-to-do land holders in 
The 
grandfather was also a Bavarian, and the family is 
one of the oldest and wealthiest there. They are 
G. B. Kline was 
educated in Germany, and when about eighteen 
years of age he emigrated to the United States, 
landing first in the city of New York. He went 
from there to Virginia, where he had an uncle 
living, and made his home with him for several 
years, working at his trade, that of a shoemaker, 
but afterward worked as 
railroad. After some time he went to the ‘‘ Buck- 
eye State,” working at his trade two years, then 
lived successively in Virginia and Illinois. While 
in the latter State he heard the speeches of Lin- 


Lutherans in religious faith. 


a section hand on the 


coln and Douglass, who were then opposing can- 
didates for the United States Senate, their speeches 
being delivered in the city of Bloomington. He 
was in Washington, Ohio, when Buchanan ran for 


the presidency. After leaving Illinois he went to 


' Memphis, Tenn., and followed his trade for several 


dolph County, where he now resides. This was 


in 1857, and he has since lived in the same place, 


months in that city, then came directly to Pocahon- 
tas from that place. Here he has since made his 
the 


Southern cause. and was in active service for eight 


{ 

| practicing over a large territory, often riding thir- home. 
ty-five miles to relieve some suffering mortal. The 
Doctor resided here at the time of the war, but 
| did not enter the service. He was married, in 1856, 


to Miss Sarah Catherine Wann, a native of Ala- 


During the Civii War he espoused 
or ten months. He was taken prisoner at Yellville, 
After the 
_the war he embarked in the shoemaking business 


but was afterward paroled. close of 
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on quite an extensive scale, and for some time em- 
In addition to this 
work he kept a saloon for some years, and his house 


ployed several journeymen. 
was always orderly. He is now the owner of some 
valuable town property, and has 200 acres of good 
He isa Demo- 
erat in his political views, and is a Master Mason, a 
member of the I. O. O. F. and the K. of H. He 
has been married three times, his first wife being 
Miss Angeline Lillard, who died soon after the 
birth of her first child, George. 
nee Ann Hubble, also bore him one child, Laura 
C., and died after about six years of married life. 
His present wife was a Miss Wilmoth B. Galner, 
and they have one child, Frederick. 

James R. Knotts is a South Carolinian by birth 
and bringing up, having been born in Chesterfield 
District of that State on the 31st of August, 1827. 
James and Mary J. (Edding) Knotts, his parents, 
were also born in South Carolina, and died in Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., he in 1857, when about fifty- 
seven years of age, and she when about tifty-five 
years old. After the celebration of their nuptials 
in their native State, they removed to Randolph 
County, Ark. (in 1829), and located at Cherokee 
Bay, and about six years later took up their abode 
on a farm in the neighborhood, on which James 
R., their son, is now residing. 


land three miles from Pocahontas. 


His second wife, 


From their youth 
they had been members of the Baptist Church, 
and they took a great interest in church work. 
The paternal grandfather, James Knotts, was a 
native of Wales, who came to the United States 
prior to the Revolutionary War, and settled in 
Virginia. He was a commissioned officer in the 
Continental army during that war, being a partic- 
ipant in many battles, and was at Yorktown. He 
afterward moved to South Carolina, and there re- 
sided until his death, in the eighty-sixth year of 
his age. He was always noted for his great phy- 
sical strength up to the time of his death, which 
occurred quite suddenly. 
cupation. 


He was a farmer by oc- 
James Knotts, father of our subject, was 
a farmer and mechanic, though he never served a 
regular apprenticeship at the trade, but picked it 
up at odd times, having a natural taste for the 


work. He was quite an extensive manufacturer 


of all kinds of implements, such as wagons, axes, 
guus and the like, in connection with which work 
he also conducted his farm in an admirable manner, 
being ably assisted by his wife, who was an ex- 
cellent business manager. Of their large family 
of children our subject is the eldest, and three are 
now living: Joseph T., a blacksmith and farmer of 
the county; Burton, also a farmer of the county, 
and James R. The latter always made his home 
with his parents, and a few years prior to their 
deaths he engaged in the timber business, making 
several trips to New Orleans, rafting. During this 
time he also made two trips to Texas, and there 
spent one winter and also in the Indian Terri- 
tory. After his return home he turned his atten- 
tion to farming and stock raising, and the property 
of which he is now the owner has been acquired 
through his own exertions. Although he was a 
heavy loser during the late war he has retrieved 
his losses, and is now counted among the prosper- 
ous tax payers of the county. He saw some hard 
service during the Rebellion; and although he en- 
listed to join in the Mexican War, he was not 
mustered into the service. He was married to El- 
mira, the daughter of Jesse Walrond. She was 
born in Virginia in 1846, and when a young girl 
was brought to Arkansas by her parents. Eight 
of a large family of children born to their union 
James J., Harriet W. (wife of Wesley 
Bennett, a farmer of the county), Joseph L., Vir- 
ginia, Rufus, Essie, Burley and Burton D. Mr. 
Knotts is a Democrat, politically. 

J. T. Lomax, a member of the well-known law 
firm of Lomax & Collier, is a gentleman well 
He is 
one of the ablest of jurists, and has few peers in 
his comprehensive knowledge of State and inter- 
national law. His birth occurred in Perry County, 
Tenn., in 1851, and he is the son of James and 
Elizabeth Lomax, and the grandson of Thomas 
Lomax, a native of South Carolina. The latter 
was reared to farm life, but for forty-one years he 
was county clerk and recorder of Perry County, 
Tenn. 


are living: 


versed in the usages and intricacies of law. 


He is a prominent citizen, and is now re- 
siding in Tyler, Tex., in the enjoyment of compar- 
ative good health, at the age of eighty-six years. 
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James Lomax was also reared to the arduous 
duties of the farm, and is still engaged in that 
pursuit. He came to Randolph County, Ark., in 
1857, settled in Roanoke Township, improved a 
good farm, and now resides in the same neighbor- 
hood. 
Randolph County, when a child, and remained on 
his father’s farm until seventeen years of age, re- 


J. T. Lomax came with his parents to 


ceiving his education in the meantime in private 
schools. 
teaching school, and followed this occupation until 
1882, studying law in the meantime. The two 
years following he taught school in Pocahontas, 
and was admitted to the bar in February, 1883, 
after which he established himself in practice at 
this point, and has been actively engaged ever 


At the atove mentioned age he began 


since. The firm hold a large and growing clientage, 
and their co-partnership is a happy and-presperous 
one. 
stracting, and have a complete set of abstracts of 
Randolph and Clay Counties. Mr. Lomax was 
married, in 1879, to Miss Josephine V. Mitchell, a 
native of Randolph County. Mr. Lomax is closely 
identified with school matters. and has been one 
term county examiner. 
Aside from his practice Mr. Lo- 
max is also the owner of some town property. He 
is of English descent on his father’s side, and 
German on his mother’s. 

Erasmus D. Looney, farmer, Dalton, Ark. All 
his life Mr. Looney has followed, with substan- 
tial success, the occupation to which he was reared, 
and in which he is now engaged, farming. One 
of the largest land owners in Davidson Township, 


They make a specialty of collecting and ab- 


He was also mayor of the 
town one term. 


he is also one of its recognized leading agricultur- 
ists, and as a man, no less than as a citizen, he is 
highly esteemed. His birth oecurred May 1, 
1848, and he is the son of W. S. Looney, who was 
also a native of Arkansas, bornin 1820. The elder 
Looney received very meager opportunities for 
schooling, but his father, being an educated man, 
taught his children at home, and thus they became 
fairly educated. W.S. Looney was married in 
1834 to Miss Pollie Wells, a native of Tennessee, 


and the result was the birth of two children: one 


OF ARKANSAS. 


of this sketch. Mrs. Looney died in 1851, and 
Mr. Looney was married, the second time, to Miss 
Catherine Garrett, and ten children were born to 
their union, all of whom died young. Mr. Looney 
was forced into the army, but being very unbealthy 
his son Erasmus D. took his place, and the father 
remained at home. When first married the latter 
possessed very little property, but at the time of 
his death he was the owner of about 1,000 acres, 
with about 300 acres improved. He had made 
all this without assistance, and was a self-made 
man in every sense of the term. He was a mem- 
ber of the Golden-Cirele during war times, and in 
his political views affiliated with the Democratic 
party. Previous to the war he owned a dozen 
uegroes, besides other personal property, to a 
great extent, horses, cattle, ete. He was one of 
the wealthiest men in the county, but lost all except 
his land during those times. The paternal grand- 
father of our subject was born in Knox County, 
Tenn., and was the first white man that settled on 
Eleven Points, as he came here as early as 1802, 
and entered 1.500 acres of land. He brought three 
negroes with him, and for a number of years was 
obliged to go to Cape Girardeau, Mo., 135 miles 
distant, and be gone for about two weeks, to buy 
Their 
meat was obtained from the forest which abounded 
in bears, deer, turkeys, ete. 
hogs on account of the bears. 


his groceries and other necessary articles. 


He could not raise 
Very little farming 
was done in those days, as from six to ten acres 
was considered a good crop, and the horses and 
cattle lived on the cane. A number of years 
elapsed before there were any settlers besides him- 
self and two brothers named Stubblefield, on this 
stream, and it was fifteen to twenty miles to the 
He had a fine orchard, and 
made brandy in great quantities, about 1,500 gal- 
lons per year. 


nearest neighbor. 


Erasmus D. Looney early in youth 
learned the mysteries of farm life, and obtained a 
fair education by attending the subscription schools 
of his day. In 1863, he joined the Confederate 
army, Company E, Col. Reeves’ regiment of ecav- 
alry, and served until June 5, 1865, when he sur- 


rendered at Jacksonport. Ark. He was engaged 


who died when small, and Erasruus D., the subject | in a number of battles, notably Prairie Grove. | 
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| 
| 
Fredericktown, Pilot Knob, Jefferson City, Cali- | 
fornia, Brownville, Lexington, Glasgow, Inde- 
pendence and quite a number of minor engage- 
ments. After the war Mr. Looney returned home, 
and went immediately to work to repair the losses 
sustained by the war. He commenced farming, 
and continued this occupation until 1867, when he 
engaged in merchandising. Previous to this, in 
March, 1866, he married Mrs. Frances E. Herren, 
nee Overton, of Mississippi County, Mo., and seven 
children blessed this union, five now living: Lavra 
B., wife of Frank Jackson, and born January 
18, 1867; William S., born December 22, 1868: 
Mary A., born November 7, 1872; Caroline, born 
November 27, 1875; Richard (deceased). born | 
July 4, 1878; Della (deceased), born September 
8, 1881; Thomas Estell, born March 5, 1882. 


The two who died were Della, March 5, 1873, and | 


Richard, March 5, 1883. Mrs. Looney was 
born July 8, 1844, and is the daughter of James | 
and Mary (Beacham) Overton, natives of Kentucky. 
Mr. and Mrs. Overton came to Missouri at an 
early day, and settled in Mississippi County. 
They were the parents of six children, three ar- 


riving at maturity, Richard (deceased), whose 


family resides in Mississippi County, Mo., Charles 
(deceased), and Frances E., wife of our subject. 
Mrs. Looney was first married to Mr. Thomas 


Herren, and by him became the mother of one | 


child, James W., who lives at Cherokee Bay, 
Randolph County. Mr. 
federate army, and was murdered by 
men in the last year of the war. Mrs. Looney’s 
father died in 1865, and her mother in 1Sd4. 
Mrs. Looney and her daughter, Laura B., are 


Herren was in the Con- 
Leeper’s 


members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 


Looney is a Democrat in politics, and is one of 
the enterprising citizens of the county. 

Stephen C. McCrary. The agricultural affairs 
of Randolph County, Ark., and particularly of 


Current River Township, are ably represented by | 


Mr. McCrary, who comes of an old established 
family of this community. Hugh MeCrary, his 
father, a Kentuckian by birth, who was a black- 
smith and a farmer by occupation, was one of the 


early pioneers of Phillips County, Ark., and made 
26 





on his land, of which he has 120 aeres. 


of James E. Casey, and John, at home. 





the second cotton scraper ever used in Phillips 
County. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, 


_and took an active part in the battle of New 
| Orleans. 


He died in 1870 at the age of seventy- 
seven years, and his wife, whose maiden name ‘vas 
Elizabeth Wilson, also died here. When twe ve 
years of age Stephen C. McCrary began to fight 
the battle of life for himself and made his home 
with his relatives until August, 1S64, when he en- 
listed in the Confederate army, and until the close 
of the war was in several hotly contested engage- 
After his return to Phillips County he 
engaged in farming, continuing until 1867, since 
which time he has followed the same occupation 
on Current River, in Randolph County. He im- 
proved a small farm, but in ISSO removed to 


ments. 


Keyno and built a cotton-gin, grist and saw-mill 
(the first in the place), which he is still conduct- 
ing. The capacity of his saw-mill is 8,000 feet 
per day, and gives employment to twelve hands, 
and about one-half the town of Reyno is laid out 
In 1866 
he was married to Miss Harriet Susan Hite, of 
Phillips County, and their family comprised seven 
children, only three of whom are living: Sallie C., 
widow of J. S. Reynolds, of Reyno; Blanche, wife 
The 
family was called upon to mourn the death of the 
mother in 1879. Two years later Mr. McCrary 
married Elizabeth Goodwin, whose maiden name 
was Luttrell, and by her he has three children: 
Maude, Helen and Vistor. Mr. McCrary is a 
Mason, and his wife belongs to the Eastern Star 
Lodge. 

Dr. Jonathan M. McGuire is worthy of being 
classed among the substantial residents of Ran- 
dolph County, Ark. He was born in Scott Coun- 
ty, Va., May 27, 1823, and is a son of John B. and 
Nancy (King) McGuire, who were also Virginians, 
the father a farmer and blacksmith by oecupation, 
who after coming to Randolph County, Ark., in 
1So8, continued to follow these occupations until 
his death, which occurred in 1S64, at the age of 
sixty-two years. He was a Mason, a Democrat 
politically, and the last forty years of his life was 
an elder in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he 
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was an eloquent expounder of the Christian faith. 
His wife, who was also an earnest member of 
that church, died in 1867. 
surviving members of their nine children: J. M., 


The following are the 


whose name heads this sketch; J. F., a farmer, 
residing in St. Clair County, Mo.; T. B., a practic- 
ing physician, of Kansas, and David F., a farmer, 
of Ripley County, Mo. 
received a limited education in youth, and at the 
age of nineteen years began the battle of life for 


_ April 8, 1853. 
‘the father were spent in his native State, and his 


Dr. Jonathan M. McGuire | 


himself, and from 1824 to 1859 was engaged in | 


husbandry in Middle Tennessee. At the latter 


date he moved to Arkansas, and located: on his | 


present farm of 160 acres, which is well improved, 
with good buildings and orchard. 
his farm work he is a practicing physician, and is 
well and favorably known throughout Northeast 


In addition to 


Arkansas, having followed this profession for the | 


past thirty years. He has held the office of dis- 
trict commissioner for ten years, and is an active 
supporter of all worthy movements in his commun- 
ity. 
first vote for William Henry Harrison, for Presi- 
dent, and his last for his grandson, Benjamin F. 


Harrison. He was married on the 13th of Octo- 


| Virginia, and was of Scotch descent. 
Politically he is a Republican, and cast his | 
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| of Samuel and Elizabeth (McLain) McIlroy, the 


father’s birth occurring in Culpeper County, Va., 
in 1781, and his death in Randolph County, Ark.. 
The early youth and manhood of 


first removal from there was to Hopkins County, 
Ky.. where he met and married Miss McLain, whose 
birth occurred in South Carolina, in 1793, their 
union taking place in 1808. Shortly after their 
nuptials they removed to Cape Girardeau County, 
Mo., then to Madison County, and in 1813, came 
to what is now Randolph County, Ark., where 
they made their home until their respective deaths. 
The mother 1850. Samuel 
McIlroy was a soldier in the War of 1812, and 
fought the Seminole Indians. In his youth he 
learned the hatter’s trade, but the most of his 
later years was spent at farming, in which ocecu- 
pation he was quite successful. 
crat. 


died December 5, 


He was a Demo. 
His father, Daniel McIlroy, was born in 
He was a 
Revolutionary soldier, and was once captured at 


the battle of Long Island. Alexander McLain, 


| the paternal grandfather, was also in that war, and 


ber, 1841, his wife being a native of Middle Ten- | 


She died in 1863, having borne the fol- 
lowing children: James, who died in Arkansas, at 
the age of forty years; Nancy A. (Miller) who also 
died in Arkansas, at the age of twenty-six years; 
Mary (Shoemaker), who died in this State, at the 


nessee. 


age of twenty-two years; Nebraska Delaney, who | 
died in Arkansas, when twenty years of age, and | 


Thomas Cary, who is married, a farmer, and re- 
sides in Clay County, Ark. Mr. McGuire was mar- 
ried to his second wife April 22, 1865, she being a 
Mrs. A. A. Friar, of Como County, Miss., who 


was at the battles of King’s Mountain, Cowpens 
and others. There were born to the marriage of 
Samuel and Elizabeth McIlroy, ten sons, seven of 
whom lived to maturity. Hammet was the second 
child, and is one of only two who are now living. 
He and his brother, Andrew J., worked for their 
father until sixteen years of age, learning in the 
and after that time 
In 


meantime the hatter’s trade, 
began working at their trade for themselves. 


| 1844 Hammet turned his attention to farming, and 


died in January, 1882, having borne two children: | 


America Jane, who was born in 1865, and died 


when six months old, and J. B., who was born in 


January, 1868, and is now married to Emeline 
Odum, of Missouri. 

Hon. Hammet Mellroy, the oldest living set- 
tler of Randolph County, Ark., was born in Madi- 
son County, Mo., March 9, 1812, it being then 
a portion of Louisiana Territory. 





| the same position. 


He is a son . 





his labors in this direction have been attended 
with good results, he being now the owner of 650 
acres of excellent land, a considerable portion of 
which is rich bottom soil. He bas been an exten- 
sive trader in grain and stock, and has shipped 
both down the river on flatboats. In polities he 
has always been a Democrat, and in 1850) he was 
Randolph County in the 
State legislature, and in 1852 was re-elected to 
July 11, 1833, he married 
Miss Elizabeth Davis, a daughter of Lot and Mary 
Davis, who came from Iron County, Mo., to this 


elected to represent 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 





county in 1818. 
died February 1, 1871, having been an earnest 
member of the Baptist Church for many years. 
Five of her ten children are now living: William, 
Thomas J., Archibald Y., Elizabeth Jane 
Clorah T. Mr. McIlroy married his second wife 


being Maria L. Cooper, who was born in Greene 
County, Ind., April 22, 1828, a daughter of M. 
Cooper, and the widow of William J. Inman. He 
and wife are members of the Baptist Church, and 


although they are now quite aged, they are yet | 
hale and hearty, giving promise of spending many | 


more years of usefulness in Randolph County. 


In the legislature of 1850 Mr. McIlroy heartily | 


indorsed the compromise act as it was passed by 


Congress that year, and warmly supported by | 


Clay, Webster, Douglas and others. This session 
witnessed resolutions introduced, some approving 
and others opposing the action of that honorable 
body. In 1860 and 1861, when the subject of 
secession was being warmly discussed, he opposed 
secession to the utmost of his ability, first because 


he did not think there was sufficient cause to justify 


such a course, and next owing to a belief that | 


secession could not win. After the war had pro- 


| 


{ 
| 





gressed about three years and President Lincoln — 
had offered his amnesty proclamation, he was in | 


favor of accepting that, and when the Confederate 
armies had surrendered and peace was made and 
the Southern States offered pardon and restoration 
to their constitutional rights in the Union on cer- 
tain conditions, he advocated reconstruction as 
proposed by the Federal government, as they were 
the victorious party, and as such had the right to 
dictate the terms of peace to the vanquished. 
Andrew Mellroy is one of the oldest and most 
prominent residents of the county, and during his 
entire life, which has been spent in this county, 
naught but good has been said of him, for he has 


thoroughly apace with the times. 
curred on the 10th of September, 1821, and he is 
a son of Samuel and Elizabeth (McLain) McIlroy, 
a short sketch of whom is given in the biography 
of Hon. Hammet McIlroy. Andrew Mellroy at- 


| 


She was born May 14, 1815, and | 


tended the common country schools in his youth, 
where he acqnired a fair knowledge of the English 
branches, and up to mature years his knowledge 


_ of the world was only such as could be learned on 


and 


the home farm. At the age of twenty he com- 


_menced driving stock, and the following year he 
on the 10th of September, 1S71, her maiden name | 


and a Democrat. 


took charge of the stage line from Fredericktown, 
Mo., south to Reeves’ Station, same State. Two 
years later he bought forty acres of land and com- 
menced farming, and since that time has added 
thereto, until he now has 970 acres, all of which 
is the result of his own good business ability and 
shrewd management. He*has made it a point 
through life never to go in debt, and he can now 
look back over a useful and well-spent life. His 
wife was formerly a Miss Sarah A. Davies, whom 
he married in 1844. She was born in Virginia, 
March 3, 1823, and has borne a family of ten 
children, of whom Margaret E. (Williams), Mary 
Susan (Lewis), James F., Dan W., Amanda C., 
Martha Josephine and Sarah A. are living. John 
A. died when thirteen years of age, and the others 
in infancy. Mrs. McIlroy is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. MelIlroy is a 
Mason, a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
Previous to the war he was post- 
master at Lima seven years, and it was chiefly 
through his efforts that the postottice at that point 
was established. 

T. J. McIlroy, farmer, Dalton, Ark. Mr. Mc- 


| Ilroy is a practical farmer—one who believes that 
| it is beneficial to have all his farming operations 


out very completely. 


conducted in a manner so thorough as to not slight 
one department of labor in order to bestow more 
work on some other portion. This idea is carried 
He is a native of the State 


_of Arkansas, where he was born in 1840, and is 
| the son of Hammet and Elizabeth (Davis) Mellroy, 


natives of Arkansas and Missouri, respectively. 


_ The father was one of the very earliest white chil- 
been honest, industrious, and has kept himself | 


His birth oc- | 


dren born in this section [see sketch of Andrew 
McHlroy for history of grandparents], and was 
He also learned the 
hatter’s trade, and worked in the shop until grown. 


early reared to farm labor. 


He made some hats after being married, and let his 


sons manage the farm. His marriage occurred in 
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1833 with Miss Davis, and their union was blessed | 


by the birth of ten children, seven of whom lived 
to be grown: William, living in Texas; T. J. (sub- 
ject), Martha (deceased wife of Newton Robinett): 
Maria I. 
Elizabeth J., wife of William Baker; A. Y., living 
in Hood County, Tex., and Clorah, wife of W. 
C. Bird. 
education, though, after all, one superior to most 


_ raising, and has continued the same ever since. 


| under cultivation. 
deceased wife of Columbus Fry): | 
y¥ 


_of raising mules. 
Hammet McIlroy received but a limited © 


boys in those days, for he was fond of study and | 


was a good pupil. In 1850 he was elected to rep- 
later was re-elected, thus serving two terms. 
pever held any other office. 
the secession of the States, though he is a strong 
Democrat, and never served in any of the wars. 
At present he is residing on the farm that he pur- 
chased fifty-seven years ago. He is a member of 
the Baptist Church. His wife, who died in 1871, 
at the age of about fifty-six years, was also a mem- 
ber of the same church. 
sary for the subject of this sketch to start out in 


then came home, engaged in farming and _ stock 
At 
that time he was the owner of 130 acres, thirty being 
He is now the owner of about 
500 acres, with 220 improved. He also owns con- 
siderable personal property, and makes a specialty 
Instead of cotton he raises 
corn, wheat and clover, and has one of the best 
improved farms in the county, with good barns, 
Mr. 


out buildings, ete. Mellroy is a member of 


_the Masonic fraternity, and he and his wife are 
resent his county in the legislature, and two years | 


He | 
He was opposed to | 


members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He 
takes a great interest in school affairs, and is a lib- 
eral supporter of ali laudable enterprises. 

Cicero D. McIlroy is a man well known to the 


| people of Randolph County, Ark., for he was born 


here on the 24th of April, 1850, and is a son of 


_ John and Mary A. (Jones) McIlroy, who were na- 


| County, Ark., respectively. 
When it became neces- | 
_in November, 1862. 


life for himself, he very naturally and wisely chose | 
the occupation to which he had been reared, and | 
_ dist Episcopal Church, South, and she with the 


from that time until the present his success has 
been such as only a thorough acquaintance with 
his calling and years of experience could lead 
him to achieve. He began tilling the soil on land 
purchased from his father, and when in his twenty- 
first year (1861) he was united in marriage with 
Miss Mary White, of Randolph County. 
were born seven children: W. T., a merchant at 
Dalton, Ark.; Nora E., wife of James Dalton; 
Robert L., James I. I. and Henry M. (twins), Sarah 
A. and Mary F. Mrs. McIlroy is the daughter of 
‘Howell and Elizabeth (Stubbletield) White, natives 
of this county. 

children, three of whom lived to be grown: Henry, 
Mary, and Frances M. (deceased). 
joined the Confederate army in 1561, and served 
eighteen months in Gen. Price’s command. He 
was not in any battles that amounted to anything, 
but was in a number of skirmishes, and although 
serving only the above mentioned time, he was 
still enrolled at the close of the war. 
dered at Jacksonport, Ark., June 5, 


He surren- 
1865. He 


To them | 


| hess manager. 


tives of Madison County, Mo., and Randolph 
The father was born 
in the former county in 1818, and died in the latter 
His widow survives him and 
Both were chureh 
members, he being in communion with the Metho- 


resides in Randolph County. 


Baptist. His life was given to tilling the soil, and 
the manner in which he acquired his possessions 
showed him to be an energetic and excellent busi- 
His first money was obtained by 


| making rails, and he afterward traded in stock, 


| 
! 


| others being as follows: 


They were the parents of four | 


He was a staunch 
Cicero D. MclIl- 
roy is the third in the family, the names of the 
Callie (Brook), Mary E., 
wife of John Amos, a farmer of the county: Al- 


shipping south on flat boats. 
Democrat in his political views. 


exander H., also a farmer, residing on the old 
homestead; Robert J.,. residing in the county; 


' Penelope, wife of Jasper Vandergriff, of this 


Mr. Mellroy | 


county; Samuel B., also residing here, and Eva- 
line, the wife of Gilleon Thompson, who is now 
assessor of this county. Cicero D. Mellroy re- 
ceived his education in the common schools, and 


_ being the eldest of the family it fell to his lot to 
_take charge of the home farm after his father’s 


_ death, but he proved to be a successful manager. 


| 


In 1870. 1874 and 1875 he acted as salesman in a 
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mercantile establishment, being first employed by 
James & Schoonover and then by W. R. Hunter. 
His present property, which he purchased in 1880, 
amounts to 320 acres, and he has 100 acres under 
cultivation. Like the majority of his family he is 
a stanch advocate of the principles of the Demo- 
cratic party, and he and wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
roy’s maiden name was Lavinia W. Ellis; she was 
born in Kentucky on the 18th of January, 1852. 
Her marriage with Mr. McIlroy took place in 1876, 
and to them has been born one child, Eunice D. 
D. W. Mellroy. 
heads this sketch is a member of the general mer- 
cantile firm of McIlroy & Hatley, located at Peru, 
about twelve miles northeast of Pocahontas, be- 
tween the Current and Black Rivers. They have 
been established at that place since 1886, and be- 
ing men of enterprise and excellent business quali- 
fications, they are doing a prosperous business. 
D. W. Mellroy is a native-born resident of Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., his birth occurring in 1853, 
and he is a son of Andrew and Sarah Ann (Davies) 
McIlroy, who came from their native State, Vir- 
ginia, to Arkansas in 1836, and settled in Randolph 
Doubtless no 


TY RE EEE 5 ON NTs 5 tpn eyeeeied 





County, where they are still living. 
man in this county is more universally respected, 
for to know him is to have a high admiration for 
him, as he is possessed of those sterling character- 
istics which go to make up a valuable citizen. 
W. Mellroy received his early education in the 
public and private schools of Randolph County, 
and from his earliest recollections he has been fa- 
miliar with farm work, for as soon as he was old 
enough he was put to the plow. After his mar- 


farm of 204 acres in Current River Township, which 
was given him by his father, and on this he is still 
making his home. He has increased his acreage 
to 324 acres, and has his farm in good condition, as 
he has ever been ready to adopt all methods which 


may tend to benetit this property. In connection 





with his store and farm he is engaged in operating 
u saw and grist-mill, also a cotton-gin; and in these 


I a i he a ee ee ee ee 


Various enterprises he is meeting with well de- 


served success. He is a member of the A. F. & 





Mrs. Mell- | 


| in East Tennessee. 
The gentleman whose name | 


' in 1859 or 1860. 


of the Baptist Church. 
D. | 


riage, which occurred in 1875, he removed to the 


| A. M., has been postmaster of Peru 
held the same position at Lima. 


six years, and 
His wife was 
a Miss Martha Gross, a native of Muhlenburgh 
County, Ky., and by her he has a family of three 
children: Gertrude, Cora and Frank. 

Mahlon McNabb, one of the prominent agricult- 
urists of Warm Springs Township, owes his nativ- 
ity to Kentucky, having been born in Trigg Coun- 
ty, of that State, on the 13th of May, 1825. His 
parents, Elias and Margaret (Adair) McNabb, were 


| both natives.of South Carolina, but were married 


They came to Arkansas in 
1540, settled in the southeast portion of Ripley 


- County, and there passed the remainder of their 


days, the father dying in 1855S and the mother 
They reared a family of chil- 
dren: Delila (deceased), wife of Jetfersou Jenkins: 
Acenath (deceased), wife of William Mulholland; 
Sarah (deceased), wife of Wiiliam Dunn; Ruth 
(deceased), wife of Green Goff; Rhoda (deceased), 
wife of Madison M. Robb; Nancy (Spencer), Mah- 
lon, Mary (deceased), wife of John Bryant; F. A. 
(deceased), whose family lives with subject; G. M.. 
Enoch (deceased). Elias McNabb was a man well 
educated for the time and country in which he lived, 
and took a great interest in politics, being Demo- 
cratic in his views. He was a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, and Mrs. McNabb was a member 
When twenty-one years 
of age Mahlon McNabb commenced work for him- 
self by farming in Arkansas, to which State he had 
emigrated in 1850. Five years later he entered 
forty acres of land, and from time to time added 
to this until he had 400 acres in one body. One 
farm of eighty acres he cultivated, and in 1875 he 
gave his two youngest sons forty acres each, includ- 
ing the old homestead. He then sold the remain- 
ing 320 acres, and purchased his present property 
of sixty-three acres, with about thirty acres under 
cultivation. He was married the first time, in 1846, 
to Miss Harriet Lacy, and by her became the 
father of seven children, tive of whom lived to be 
grown, and two are now living: Andrew J., a 
farmer living in this county; Charley (deceased), 
Tsabella (deceased) wife of John P. Bigger; Ehas 
(deceased), and Michael, who lives in Washington 
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County, Ark. Mr. McNabb was married, the sec- 
ond time, to Miss Amelia James, in 1870. She was 
born in De Soto County, Miss., in 1844, and came 
with her parents to Randolph County, Ark., in 
1859. In his boyhood days Mr. McNabb had but a 


poor chance for an education, but after his first 


| Church, South. 


marriage he applied himself, read a great deal, and | 


He isanA. F. 
& A. M.. and in politics isa Democrat. He was 


is now a pretty well informed man. 


elected justice of the peace of his township in| 


1860, and served two years. In 1862 he was 
elected sheriff of the county, and served until 1865, 
when at the close of the war he was disfranchised, 
and could not hold his office. In 1861 he joined 
the Confederate army, and was discharged at Mor- 


He was twice married, but only 
one of the children borne him by his first wife is 
now living: V. Ellen, the wife of Capt. Webb 
Conner, a prominent resident of Pocahontas. 
James T. was a major in the Confederate army 
during the late war, and at the time of his death, 
in 1876, was a successful lawyer of Pocahontas. 
Joseph P.. another son, was a captain in the Rebel 
army, and was killed at Helena, Ark. To Mr. 
Martin’s last union the following children have been 
born: Henry, who died in St. Louis in 1864, whilea 
student; Tina A., the deceased wife of A. M. Kerr, 


of Virginia; Julia, who died in childhood, and 


risville, Miss., on the 16th of July, 1862, after | 


which he came home and resumed farming. 
the war he has taken very little interest in politics. 


Since | 


Martin Brothers compose a general mercantile | 


firm at Reyno, Ark., and have been well and fa- 
vorably known to the people of this community 
since 1875. They do an annual business of 
$24,000, besides which they own 10,000 acres of 
land, and are engaged in successfully conducting 
400 acres that are under cultivation, and which 
they devote mainly to the raising of cotton. 
father, James Martin, was born in Richmond, Va., 
in 1808, and was one of the pioneer citizens of 
Ste. Genevieve County, Mo., but in 1833 came to 
Pocahontas, Randolph County. Ark., and estab- 
lished a store on his farm just north of where the 
town now is. He cleared and improved a large 
area of land, and made this place his home 


throughout the remainder of his days. He served 


Andrew, Joseph, John F. and James, ali mem- 
bers of the firm of Martin Brothers, at Reyno. 
Joseph was married, February 9, 1888, to Anne 
E. Reynolds, a daughter of D. W. Reynolds, of 
Reyno, whose sketch appears in this work. 


John Maynard. Among the many enterprises 


| which have made Randolph County, Ark., noted for 


Their» 


as judge of the county a number of terms, and | 


was a man noted for his interest in public affairs, 
and for his liberal contributions to every charita- 
ble purpose. In the positions of honor and trust 
which he filled, the interests of those whom he 
served were always considered, and he thus gained 
the esteem and approbation of his constituents. 
Although not a member of any church, he was al- 
ways strictly moral, and his honor throughout life 

He died, in 1863, at the age 
His widow is residing in Rey- 


was unimpeachable. 
of fifty-four years. 
no, and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 








its commercial enterprise, may be mentioned the 
mercantile establishment belonging to Mr. May- 
nard, which he has been engaged in conducting in 
the town of Maynard, since 1872. He was born 
in the ‘‘Old Dominion ”’ 
Evan and Judith (Ragland) Maynard, both of 
whom were born in Halifax County, of that State, 
the former’s birth oeeurring March 8, 1793, and 
the latter’s April 5, 1803, and their deaths in 
1881 and February 16, 1874, respectively. Their 
marriage was celebrated July 13, 1820, and in 
1847 they came to the State of Tennessee, where 
the father entered upon the practice of medicine, 
and he continued this occupation until his death, 
although he had previously been a farmer. He 
and his wife were of French-English origin, and 
he was a soldier in the War of 1812. 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church, and 
became the parents of eleven children, nine of 
whom lived to be grown: Harriet (wife of Chris 
Adams), John, Judith F. (wife of Robert Hart. of 
Tennessee), Mary A. (wife of Bluford Alexander, 
a resident of this State), Stith, Patience (wife of 


They were 


Austin Simmons, a resident of Washington Coun- 
ty, Ark.), Evan (a resident of Missouri), Rebecea 
A. (wife of Jeff. Alexander, of Weakley County, 





ele 


in 1823, and is a son of 


a a 
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Tenn.) and Thomas (who is a resident of Randolph 
County). John Maynard had but very poor ad- 
vantages for acquiring an education in his youth, 
but by close application to his books, and by con- 
tact with the world, he has become a well-informed 
man. Hecommenced the battle of life for himself, 
at the age of seventeen years, as clerk in a dry 
goods establishment, and prior to the war opened 
a dry goods house of his own; but his labors in this 
direction being interrupted by the bursting of the 
war-cloud, which had been for some time lowering 
over the country, he sold out in order to offer 
his services to the Confederacy, and was made 
first leutenant of Company I, Twenty-seventh 
Tennessee Infantry, being promoted to the rank of 
captain for gallant service at the battle of Shiloh. 
He also took part in a number of minor engage- 
ments, and after his company had been reduced to 
a few men by being killed in battle and captured, 
he joined the cavalry forces, and was in a company 
composed entirely of commissioned officers from 
different infantry regiments. He served as a pri- 
vate in a scouting company until his surrender, at 
Columbus, Miss., May 16, 1865. He was captured 
at one time by the Tennessee militia, but succeed- 
ed in making his escape the same night. After 
the war he settled in Jackson, Tenn., and was a 
elerk in a store until March 20, 1866, when he 
accepted a position in a dry goods house at Gon- 
zales, Tex., remaining thus employed for three 
years. Becoming impressed with the belief that 
Arkansas afforded better inducements for 4 young 
man to succeed in life, he came to this State, and 
located at Dardanelle, Yell County, where he oe- 
cupied the same position he had held in Texas. 
During 1871 he traveled through Kansas and the 
Indian Territory, but since 1872 he has been locat- 
ed at Maynard, where he conducts an excellent 
general mercantile store, his stock of goods invoic- 
ing at about $6,000. He also owns 900 acres of 
valuable land in the county, all of which property 
he has acquired by shrewd business management 
and energy since the war. He is a Democrat in 
polities, and is a member of the A. F. & A. M. 
He was married, February 8, 1873, to Miss Rallie 
W. Adams, a native of Missouri, by whom he has 


| three children: Lafayette, born November 18, 1873; 


Eugenia, born January 25, 1876, and John, born 
October 30, 1877. The family attend the Mission- 
ary Baptist Church. 

Luke L. Miller, justice of the peace of De 
Muse Township, was born and reared in McMinn 
County, Tenn., his birth occurring in 1826. His 
education was received in the common schools, and 
in his youth in addition to learning the details of 
farm work he commenced the plasterer’s and brick- 
layer’s trades, serving his apprenticeship in Athens. 
At the age of twenty years he was married in 
Athens to Miss Jane Vincent; afterward moving to 
Chattanooga, where he spent some three years in 
working at his trade. At the end of that time he 
went to Oregon County. Mo., where he remained 
three years or until 1857, and then came to Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., and located on a farm which 
he had previously purchased. Here he resided 
until the threatenings of war became an assured 
fact, when he joined Company A, Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas Infantry, Confederate States army, and 
fought for the Southern cause faithfully for three 
years. He was inthe battles of Murfreesboro, Mis- 
sionary Ridge, and numerous other engagements. 
He has since given his attention to farming, and 
now owns 100 acres of land, although he had pre- 
viously owned many more acres, which he sold. 
Mr. Miiler’s wife died in 1872, leaving two children: 
Abner, who died at the age of twenty-seven years, 
and Eliza, alsomarried. Mr. Miller isa Democrat, 
and was elected to his present office in 18S!. He 
is a member of the I. O. O. F. In all his busi- 
ness relations he is noted for honorabie upright 
dealing. He is asonof William and Eliza (Corall) 
Miller, who were born in Hawkins and Washing- 
ton Counties, Tenn., respectively. The father was 
also a brick-layer by trade, and he and his wife 
The pater- 
nal grandfather was a German by descent, and was 


became the parents of twelve children. 


a native of Pennsylvania, his wife being of Irish 
lineage. 

Col. B. B. Morton, editor of The Pocahontas 
Free Press, one of the leading newspapers in 
point of circulation and influence in Randolph 
County, is justly entitled to no inconsiderable 
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measure of credit for the enviable position his 
paper occupies among the better class of country 
journals in Arkansas. He was born in Natchez, 
Miss., in 1848, and is the son of Thomas Morton, 
who was born in Liverpool, England. 
came to America when fifteen years of age, and 
followed mercantile pursuits through life. 
wife, who was originally Miss Leonora Tooley, 
is still living. and resides at New Orleans. She is 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Thomas Morton died in 18S4, at the age of seventy- 
one years. He was a member of the A. F. & A. 
M., and also of the I. O. O. F. He and his 
wife reared five children, B. B. Morton being the 
eldest. The others are Elizabeth C., widow of 
William Esmond (deceased), now residing in Jef- 
ferson Parish, La.; James T., now residing in 
New Orleans, La , where he is a speculator and reai 
estate dealer; William H., now of New Orleans, 
and the captain of a steamboat, and Bettie J., wife 
of Stephen DeGruy, a planter, of Jefferson Parish, 
La. B. B. Morton received a thorough education 
in the public schools of Natchez, Miss., and com. 
pleted his education at Washington, D. C. After 
this he served three years as an appreutice to learn 
the printer’s trade, on the Natchez Weekly Mir- 
ror, and then went to New York City, where he 
engaged in a large book publishing establishment. 
At the end of two years he connected himself with 
the New York Herald, where he remained a 
number of years, filling all positions, from setting 
type to a place on the editorial staff. At the first 
outbreak of the war he returned to New Orleans, 
and enlisted in Wheat’s battalion, Confederate 
army, as a private, but was promoted to first lien- 
tenant, then to captain of Company A, and served 
in that capacity until the battalion was disbanded, 
with only eighteen able-bodied men left. He then 
enlisted in, and was promoted to the rank of ma- 
jor of, an independent battalion, and served in that 
- capacity two months, when he was promoted to 
the rank of colonel, and was given command of 
the Tenth Virginia Cavalry. Thus he served until 
the cessation of hostilities. He participated in the 
battles of Mitchell’s Ford, Manassas, Hagerstown, 
the Shenandoah Valley campaign, second battle of 


| five months. 
The latter | 


His | 


_ Manassas, seven days’ fighting around Richmond; 


was then at Malvern Hill, where he was wounded 
by a gunshot in the thigh, and disabled from duty 
During his second service he was in 
the following battles: Yorktown, Williamsburg. 
Petersburg, and Appomattox Court House, where 
Gen. Lee surrendered. As soon as the war was 
over Col. Morton went to Farmville, Va., and en- 
gaged in a job office, where he remained one year. 
He then returned to New Orleans, and held different 
positions on the Morning Bulletin for two years. 
when he went to New York City, and took bis 
old position on the Herald. Six years later he 
went to the Far West as a reporter for the New 
York Herald, and spent four years in Mexico and 
He then 
started a daily paper at Socorro, N. M., which he 
ran for two years, and then went to Lordsburg, 
N. M., where he started a weekly paper, which he 
continued one year. 


in the Indian reservations and in Europe. 


He then sold out, returned 
to New Orleans, and was there instructor in the art 
of colored job printing. This he continued until 
the Ist of January, 1887, when he came to Portia, 
in Lawrence County, Ark., connected himself with 
the Free Press, which he afterward purchased, and 
in April, 1885, moved his paper to Pocahontas. 
There he has since remained. His marriage oc- 
eurred in 1867 with Miss Sallie VY. Morrow, a native 
of Cumberland, Va., and six childern were born 
to this union. Josie died of yellow fever when 
fifteen years of age. 
Seymour, Sanders, Thomas, James and Katie. 
Mrs. Morton died of yellow fever in Memphis. 
Tenn., in 1878, and her four children then living 


The others were named 


died within nine days’ time, of the fatal scourge. 
The Colonel had several times volunteered to attend 
the yellow fever sufferers, and he and his wife 
were living in Memphis when she took the fever 
Col. 
ranche in Colorado. 


and died. Morton is the owner of a stock 
His paper was established 
in April, 1888, and is Democratic in its views. It 
is an eight-column folio, both sides printed at 
home, and is published every Saturday morning. 
Hon. Nettle the 


of being not only a substantial and progressive 


Perry enjoys reputation 


_ farmer, but an intelligent and thoroughly posted 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 





man in all public affairs. 


the 30th of September, 1859, and is a son of 


Shadrach and Elizabeth (Graham) Nettle, who 


were born in the States of- North Carolina and 
Tennessee, respectively. They moved to Arkan- 
sas in 1824, and settled in what was then Law- 
rence (now Randolph) County, and after the State 
line between Arkansas and Missouri was surveyed 
their house was found to be in Oregcn County, 
Mo., and thus it has stood in three different 
counties and two States without being moved. 
Mr. Nettle lived here until 1858, and after a short 
residence in Clay County, Ark., he returned to 
Oregon County, Mo., where he made his home 
from 1863 to 1885, and on the 5th of November, 
1887, his death occurred in Lawrence County, 
Ark. He was one of the pioneers of the county, 
and always followed the occupation of farming, 
and in connection with hunting, in early days, 
succeeded in making a good living and laying up a 
competency for his old age. He had passed the al- 
lotted age of man at the time of his death, and was 
eighty-four years, seven months, and twenty-four 
days old. He lived on the line between Arkansas 
and Missouri for sixty-two years. His marriage 
with Miss Graham occurred in 1823, and to them 
was born a family of eight children: William O., 
born January 1, 1824, and died February 7, 1875; 
Levi, born May 25, 1827. and died September 6, 
1856; Elijah was born November 4, 1831, and now 
lives in California; Francis M. was born on the 
10th of September, 1834, and resides in Oregon 
County, Mo., on the farm on which he was born; 
Carter T., born October 23, 1837, died February 
11, 1875; Perry; Sarah, born May 11, 1842, is the 
wife of James Johnson, and Elizabeth. born No- 
vember 15, 1844, and died October 4, 1861. The 
mother of these children was born on the 10th of 
September, 1803, and died on the 34 of April, 
1857, she having been an earnest member of the 
Baptist Church. 
advantages were of the most meager description, 
but in later years he applied himself closely to his 


Perry Nettle’s early scholastic 


He has always been | 
noted for honorable, upright dealing, and has | 
kept the name he bears pure in the sight of all. | 
He is a native of the county, his birth occurring on | 


books, and is now one of the most intelligent men 
of the county. In 1862 he joined the Confederate 
army, being in Capt. J. J. Wyatt’s company, 
Shaver’s regiment, and was an active participant 
until the close of the war, when he surrendered at 
Shreveport, La. He was captured at the fall of 
Little Rock, on the 10th day of September, 1863, 
he at that time being under treatment in the hos- 
pital, and was kept in captivity for nearly a year 
and a half in St. Louis, Alton, Rock Island and 
New Orleans; he was then brought back to the 
mouth of the Big Red River, and was there ex- 
changed on the 25th of February, 1865. He then 
rejoined his command at Shreveport, and served 
his cause faithfully until the final surrender, hold- 
ing the rank of first sergeant of his company. 
Since that time he has been engaged in farming, 
and now has a fine farm of 200 acres, but from 
1874 to 1880 he was also engaged in merchandis- 
ing at Warm Spring, and at the same time dealt in 
stock. In 1884 he was elected to represent the 
people of his county in the State legislature. and 
filled the office during the session of 1SS5. He 
made the race again in 1886, and was defeated by 
the Hon. G. G. Johnson, but was re-elected to the 
position in 1888, and served the following year. 
He now attends to his farm. July 27, 1865, he was 
married to Miss Mary S. Mock, of this county. by 
whom he has the following family: Jacob L., born 
January 11, 1867, and died July 19, I1SS6: 
Maggie E., born June 3, 1868, was married No- 
vember 16, 1855, to James F. Baker, and lives in 
Oregon County, Mo.; Shadrach G., born February 
17, 1872; Rufus L., born July 18, 1875; W. A, 
born March 2, 1879, and died September 10, of 
the same year. 
spirited man, and a member of the A. F. & A. M. 
Mrs. Nettle is the daughter of Griffith C. and 
Margaret J. (Forster) Mock, who were born in 


Mr. Nettle is a Democrat, a public- 


Pennsylvania and North Carolina, respectively. 
They were married on the [1th of Mareh, LS3S, 
and reared a family of eight children: Mary S. 
(Mrs. Nettle), born July 1, 1840; Felix G., born 
June 38, 1843; Leah P., wife of Joseph W. Spikes, 
born January 7, 1846; Mareus D. L., born April 
4, 1848; Matilda J., wife of L. H. Waldron, born 
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March 27, 1851; Thomas D., born March 8, 18538; 
Rufus M., born February 15, 1856, and Isham J., 
22, 1859, and died October 19, 


born January 22, 
Mr. Mock was born on the 29th of April, 


1877. 


born on the 16th of October, 1817, and died April 
5, 1879. 
Church, and politically he was a Democrat. 

S. H. Parker is an extensive farmer and stock- 


_ large circle of friends. 


death being deeply mourned by her family and a 
Mrs. Amanda Halbrook, of 


| Kentucky, became Mr. Parker’s second wife, Janu- 
_ ary 16,1881, and to them were born three children. 
1815, and died September 20, 1874: his wife was | 


Orlie, born January 8, 1882, and Celestia H., born 


| October 17, 1SS7, being the only ones living. 


They were members of the Christian | 


man of Randolph County, Ark., and was born in | 


Tennessee. April 13, 1545, being a son of C. G. 
and Mary (Burrow) Parker. whose native State was 
Tennessee. After farming in that State until 1849, 
he came to Arkansas and settled on Current River, 
where he remained two years, and in 1852 came to 
the farm on which our subject is now residing. 


Mrs. Parker was the widow of Freeman Halbrook, 
of Kentucky, by whom she bore a family of five 
children: Prentice, living in Kansas; Nannie, wife 
of Richard Abbott, of this county; Richard, of 


| Colorado, and Emma, at home: the other child 


Here he improved the same, and was engaged in 
| 


farming and stock raising and trading until his 


years later. 


died. Mrs. Parker’s parents. Edmund and Naney 
A. (Neely) Mitchener, were Kentuckians, and reared 
a family of eleven children, of whom the following 
William, of Missouri; Martha, wife 
of Robert Kidd; Jchn, a resident of Missouri; 
Amanda, and 


are living: 


Georgia, wife of John Harper. 


_ Mrs. Parker is a member of the Methodist Epis- 
death in 1874, being followed by his widow three | 


Their marriage took place in 1822, | 


and they reared a family of ten children, the fol-_ 


lowing being now alive: Harriett C., wife of W. 
C. Thompson; Mary E., wife of Ben Holland; 
Charles G.; Josephine, wife of Wilbur Abbott, 
and S. H. The latter received no advantages for 
schooling in his youthful days, owing to the scar- 


copal Church; Mr. Parker is a Democrat. 

Charles W. Polk. Among the husbandmen of 
Randolph County, Ark., who have made for them- 
selves an honorable name by a long term of years 
of steady and successful farming and upright citi- 


_ zenship is Mr. Polk, whose birth occurred in Ten- 


city of schools and his father’s early immigration | 


to this State. He left the home farm to join the 
Confederate army in 1864, and served with Price 
on his raid through Missouri, taking an active part 
in the battles of Ironton and Pilot Knob, also In- 
dependence, Little Blue and numerous skirmishes. 
He surrendered at Jacksonport, Ark., in June, 
1865, returned home and commenced farming for 
himself on eighty acres of land given him by his 
father. He now owns 260 acres and has 100 acres 
fences, etc. Hedoes not depend alone on corn and 
cotton for his income, but makes a specialty of 
raising horses, mules, cattle, hogs and sheep. 
1868 he wedded Emily Wilson, of this county, and 
by her is the father of three children living: Jo- 


nessee in 1842. His parents, Michael and Mary 
(Duckworth) Polk, were born in North Carolina 
and Tennessee, respectively, the former being re- 
lated to ex-President Polk. They reared a fam- 
ily of eight children, six of whom are living: 
C. W., Ferraby (wife of James Wells), Rebecca 
(wife of Harrison Matthews), Polk, Ella (wife of 


| Richard Polk, of Missouri) and Harvey (residing 


| in Searcy County). 


| thirty-six. 


Mr. Polk died in 1878, at the 
age of forty-one years, and his wife in 1865, aged 
They were members of the United 


| Presbyterian Church; he was a member of the 
under cultivation on which are good buildings, 


In | 


seph T., born November 19, 1872; John C., born | 


December 23, 1874, and James A., born September 
6, 1877. 


mother’s demise oceurred January 8, JSS80, her 


Two cbildren died in infancy, and the 





A. F. & A. M., and was a Republican in his polit- 
ical views. C. W. Polk received somewhat meager 
educational advantages in his vonth, and in 187) 
came to Arkansas and located in Clay County. 
where he at once commenced farming on 120 acres 
of land which he had purchased some time before. 
The farm is well improved with good buildings of all 


_ kinds, and is supplied with the necessary stock for 


His tirst 
marriage took place in 1S60, it being with Miss 


successfully conducting its management. 
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Eftie Higgins, of Tennessee, but she died in 1863, 


followed by her only child, whose death occurred 
ininfancy. After living a widower for seven years 
Mr. Polk was married in 1870 to Miss Martha Al- 
exander, of Hardin County, Tenn., by whom he has 
had a family of six children, three of whom are 
now living: Emmer (wife of Joseph Cox), and 
Joseph and E. D. (at home). Mr. Polk was so 
unfortunate as to lose his second wife by death 
in March, 1884, and three years since he es- 
poused Mrs. Mary Eldridge, who only survived 
until the following year. His next marriage was 
with Mrs. Nancy Jane Lewis, who had borne her 
first husband two children: John and Bertie. Mr. 
Lewis died.in 1885. He was a communicant in the 
Baptist Church, and was a leading member of the 
A. F.& A.M. In 1863 Mr. Polk joined the Union 
army, and was a faithful defender of the stars and 
stripes until the close of the war, being a member 
of Company C, Second Tennessee Mounted Infan- 
try. He was at Clifton, Johnsonville, Lexington, 
Nashville and in numerous skirmishes. After re- 
turning home he engaged in the dry goods business, 
but next year he began farming, which occupation 
he has continued up to the present time. He and 
wife are members of the United Brethren Church 
and he is a warm Republican, politically, and in all 
matters tending to benefit his county he is one of 
the leaders. He is in every respect a seif-made man, 
and is a prosperous agriculturist. 

Newton J. Proctor is a substantial resident of 
the county, and is now living in the town of Okean. 
He was born in Crittenden County, Ky., Septem- 
ber 16, 1836, and is a son of Greenberry and Lu- 
cinda (Reese) Proctor, both of whom were also 
born in Crittenden County, Ky., and there the 
father died while still in the prime of life, in 1838. 
He was a successful farmer, and in politics was a 
Whig. His wife died in 1868, at the age of sixty- 
four years, she haying been an earnest member of 
the Baptist Church for many years. Newton J. 
Proctor, the fifth of their six children, was edu- 
cated in the common schools near his Kentucky 
home. At the early age of fourteen years, he be- 
gan life on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, and 
after several years of faithful service was pro- 


moted to the position of pilot, in which capacity 
he served for many years. During the Civil War, 
he rendered valuable aid, and was concerned in the 
taking of Island No. 10. He was on the Cumber- 
land and Ohio Rivers from Nashville, to Tennessee, 
as mate. After the war, he resided at different 
times in Hickman, Ky., and Belmont, Mo.. and 
was engaged in farming until 1576, when he en- 
gaged in railroading. After some time, he gave 
up this work, and located at Corning, Ark., and 
two years later went to Texas. After his return 
to Arkansas, he located at Okean, where he has 
since been occupied in the timber business. From 
1882 to 1887, he was a general merchant in the 
town of Okean, and at the latter date engaged in 
the drug business in connection with farming. He 
is still conducting these enterprises, and as he is 
thoroughly posted in the details of each, he is 
meeting with excellent success. He is a Democrat 
in polities, and has served eight years at different 
times as postmaster of Okean. 

Hon. James H. Purkins has for thirty-two years 
been a resident of Randolph County, Ark., and 
during his long residence here has become well 
known, and bas won the respect of all with whom 


he has come in contact. He possesses a fine educa- 


tion and excellent natural abilities, and is deserv- 
ing of a more extended sketch than the nature of 


' this work will permit; suffice it to say that his life 


has been a success both in material affairs and in 
the esteem which has been accorded him among 
those with whom he has so long made his home. 
He was born, reared and educated in Essex County, 
Va., the former event taking place in the year 
1814 From early boyhood he has been familiar 
with farm life, and as his father was a prosperous 
merchant he spent much of his time in the store. 
He was married at the age of twenty-two years to 
Miss Clementina Singleton, and to their marriage 
twelve children have been born, three of whom are 
now living: Eliza, wife of Dr. Esselman; Clement 
W. and Rena 5. 
and following the occupation of merchandising 
until 1856, Mr. Purkins 
and settled the following year in Randolph County, 
Ark. He entered a tract of land on Current River 


After residing in his native State 


removed to Missouri, 
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which he tilled until 1862, when he entered the | 


Confederate army, but was sent home after a few 
months by Gens. Vandorn and Price as a recruit- 
ing officer, and held the position of captain. In 
1860 he had been elected to the State legislature, 
and in 1862 he was re-elected and served out his 
time. In 1866 he was elected senator from Ran- 
_dolph and Greene Counties, and was serving his 


constituents while the senate was in session in the | 


State house at Little Rock in 1867, when Gen. Ord 


with Federal troops was ordered by Congress to | 


disperse the General Assembly of Arkansas. He 
refused afterward to become a candidate for office, 


but in 1877 he was elected to the office of county | 


judge. After the war he clerked for various mer- 
chants in Pocahontas, and now owns about thirty- 
five acres near the town, which he rents out. The 


most of his children died in childhood, and within | 


one week of each other, of pneumonia. One son, 
James W. by name, was a Confederate soldier from 
the time he was fifteen years of age, but was killed 
at Glasgow, Mo., at the age of eighteen years. Mr. 
Purkins is a son of W. H. and Ann (Howerton) Puar- 


kins, who were Virginians, where they were reared 


and married, and became the parents of six chil-_ 


dren, of whom Hon. James H. is the only one now 


living. The father was a merchant and farmer by | 


occupation, and from the time he was twenty-one 
years of age until his death at the age of sixty- 
seven years he held office under the State. He 
was a captain in the War of 1812, and while away 
from home, serving his country, his son, James H., 


was born, and he did not see him until he was nearly | 


one year old. His wife died about the same age 


as himself. The grandfather. Gideon Purkins, and — 


his father were both Virginians, former of whom 
was a soldier in the War of 1812 and died at a very 
oldage. The great-great-grandfather Purkins was 
a native of England, and came to America in Co- 
lonial times. The maternal grandfather was of 
Scotch descent, and was born in Essex County, Va. 
He was a captain in the Revolutionary War, being 
on the side of the Colonists, and until the day of 


his death at the age of ninety-eight years kept his | 
Mr. Purkins, the subject of this sketch, | 
is a member of the Baptist Church, is a Democrat | 


uniform. 





in his political views, and belongs to the Chapter 
and Blue Lodge in the A. F. & A. M. His first 
wife died in 1868, and he afterward espoused Miss 
Ava Payne, who died after having borne one child. 
James E. His third wife, who was a widow, died 
two years after her marriage with Mr. Purkins. 

J. T. Redwine is a prosperous and successful 
merchant at Supply postcffice, Little Black Town- 
ship, this county, and has been in business here 
since 1878. He first saw the light of day in the 
‘Old North State’? in 1840, his parents, Travis 
and Sally Ann (Harrison) Redwine, being also na- 
tives of that State, where they were reared and also 
married, the latter event being in 1835. Ten 


_ years later they concluded they could better their 


fortunes by emigrating westward, and they accord- 
ingly pitched their tent on Biue Grass soil, where 
they reared a family of five children to maturity, 
and lost one child in infancy: W. P. was born 


_ in 1836, lived to be seventeen years of age: Benia- 


min F., died September 9, 1862, his birth having 
occurred May 7, 1838; J. T.; Sallie M. (deceased): 
James D. (also deceased, his family being resi- 
dents of this county), and L. A., who resides in 
Randolph County. The mother of these children 
died in the year 1850, she having been a daughter 
of Turner and Sally (Daniels) Harrison, the father 
being related to President Harrison’s family. He 
was a farmer by occupation, and tilled the soil in the 
Blue-Grass State, from 1545 until his death. In 
1851, Mr. Redwine took for his second wife Mar- 
garet Harrison, a daughter of Jesse Harrison, but 
five years later he was called upon to mourn her 
death, she having borne him three children, two 
of whom are living: George M., a resident of this 
county, and Jacob L., who resides in Conway 
County. Seven children were born to his mar- 
riage with Miss Elizabeth Ogden, of Kentucky, 
six of whom are now living, their names being as 
follows: Lucinda A., wife of D. H. Hawkins, Jr., 
of this county; Mary L. E., wife of D. C. Fowler; 
Thomas J., Isaac D, Nancy A., wife of Samuel 
Stout, and Frances. Mr. Redwine was so unfort- 
unate as to lose his third wife in 1873, and he 
then united his fortunes with Mrs. Martha (Pierce) 
Spence, who bore one child, named Lucien R. 
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J. T. Redwine, the gentleman whose name heads | 
this sketch, began life for himself at the age of | 


twenty-one, and in 1861 espoused the cause of the 
Confederacy by becoming a member of Company 


G, Fifteenth Regiment, Arkansas Infantry, com- 


manded by Col. Pat. Claiborne. He served until 
the final surrender, and was an active participant 


in the battles of Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Liberty” 


Gap, Richmond, Ky., Perryville and Chickamauga. 
He was wounded at Chickamauga, and was granted 
a furlough until he was able to attend to hospital 
duties, to which he had been detailed. He was 
paroled at Macon, Ga., in 1865, and reached home 
in August of that. year. 
Cape Girardeau County, Mo., which received his 
attention until December of that year, when he 
came home and wedded Miss Sarah A. Melton, 
March 18, 1866. He was engaged in farming ex- 
clusively until 1875, but since that time has given 
much of his attention to merchandising. His stock 
of goods amounts to about $4,000, and his annual 


sales reach the sum of $10,000. He also has a. 


general store in Ripley County, Mo., which nets 
him an annual income of about $800. His farm 
embraces 133 acres, and he owns some good 
dwelling houses, and a store-house in Doniphan. 


political views is a Democrat. He and wife are 
the parents of four children: Robert L., born De- 


cember 7, 1866; Satira A., born October 15, 1871, | 
the wife of John C. Phipps, of this county; James | 


T., who was born February 29, 1876, and Sally M., 
born May 25, 1882. 
of John and Martha (Swain) Melton, to whose 


union the following family were born: Josephine | 


(Meek); Satira, the deceased wife of L. F. John- 
son; Lafayette F.; Sarah A. 


setta, the deceased wife of Jasper Swin. Mrs. 
Redwine was born February 24, 1542. Neither 
J. T. Redwine nor his wife (Sarah A.) inherited 
any part of their present property; they began 


a life partnership with limited means, having | 


neither house nor land, and what they now have 
has been gained by industry. which is the found 
ation of almost all of life's suecessful voyages. 





_ ticket. 
Mrs. Redwine is a daughter | 


(Mrs. Redwine); 
Rosetta, the widowed wife of Pharaoh Aton; El- | 
| cination for him. 


J. M. Redwine, M. D. The short sketch that 
here appears is that of one of the reliable and de- 


_servedly successful physicians of Randolph Coun- 


ty, whose experience has proven him to be well 


qualified for the position he has chosen. He was 


| born in Marshall County, Ky., March 30, 1882, 


his parents, Jacob and Mary (Thomasson) Red- 
wine, having been born in North Carolina and Ten- 
nessee, respectively. They both removed to Ken- 
tucky prior to their marriage, and there united 
their fortunes in the year 1847, becoming the par- 
ents of eleven children, eight being now alive: W. 


_C., who resides in Clay County, Ark.; Dr. H. C., 
He found employment in | 


also a resident of Clay County, where he is a 
practicing physician and merchant; Mattie E., a 


| teacher of this county; Jennie L., wife of M. L. 


Gilbert, of Dade City, Fla.; Jacob, Ji., who lives 
in Kentucky; Amanda J., wife of Charles Dish- 
man, of Kansas, and Hiram G., now ina law school 
in the East. Jacob Redwine has always followed 
the occupation of farming and merchandising, and 
is now residing in Kentucky. He was in the 
Union army during the late war, and served in 
Company B, of the Fifteenth Kentucky Cavalry. 


asa private, but was discharged at the end of 
_ twelve months, his term of enlistment having ex- 
He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and in his 


pired. The principal engagement in which he 
took part was at Spring Creek, near Lexington. 
Tenn., being under Col. Henry. Since the war 
he has resided on his farm in Kentucky, and is 
now fairly well-to-do. He votes the Republican 
Our subject, Dr. J. M. Redwine. received 
fairly good advantages for acquiring an education, 
being an attendant of the common schools of Ken- 
tucky. He first engaged in teaching school and 
clerking in a dry goods store, and during this time 
his leisure moments were given to the study of 
medicine, which profession had always had a fas- 
After attending medical lectures 
he entered upon the practice of that profession in 
Kentucky, in 1876, and followed it there and 
From 1878 to 1881, he 
practiced in Randolph County, Ark., and from 


in Tennessee two years. 


_ that time until [S84 he was a practitioner of Ben- 
| ton County. 


He has since resided in this county, 


_ and has acquired a large and profitable practice. 
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and in his journeys to alleviate the sufferings of | 
the sick, the sunshine of his disposition, as well as , 


his medical skill, is brought to bear upon his pa- 
tients, and the result is very satisfactory. He has 
a fertile little farm of forty acres, and in connec- 
tion with his practice was engaged in farming and 
merchandising until within the last few years. 
is a Republican politically, and is a member of the 
A. F. & A.M. WHewas married, October 28, 1879. 
to Miss Malena E., a daughter of John and Per- 
melia E. (Mosely) Mabry, who became the parents 
of twelve children, six now living: Robert M., 
Mattie T. (Greer), Novella (Greer), William D., 
John, and Malena E. (Mrs. Redwine), the latter 
born on Blue-Grass soil. Dr. and Mrs. Redwine 
have become the parents of two children: Ethel, 
bora September 1, 1884, and Edith, born Septem- 
ber 17, 1887. 

Dennis W. Reynolds, merchant, Reyno. For 
many years Mr. Reynolds has been a prominent 
resident of Randolph County, and has enjoyed 
the reputation of being an intelligent and honorable 
business man. He possesses that shrewd busi- 
ness tact and energy which are characteristic of 
people of Illinois birth, for he was born in Jack- 
son County, of that State, in 1540, being a son of 
James M. and Elizabeth Reynolds, the former 
of whom removed from the State of North Caro- 
lina to Illinois, while it was a Territory. The father 
was a native of North Carolina, and the mother of 
Jackson County, Ill. He was a farmer and hunter 
by occupation; was a participant in the War of 
1812, and two years after his wife’s death, which 
occurred in 1857, he married Minerva Foster. 
He was sheriff of Jackson County for four years, 
and also held a number of minor offices in Arkan- 
sas. He was noted for his morality and charity, 
and his death which occurred in 1884, at the age of 
seventy years, was a severe loss to the community in 
which he resided. Dennis W. Reynolds is self- 
educated, and when only seventeen years of age 
he entered mercantile life at Cherokee Bay, which 
enterprise received bis attention for three years, or 
until the war broke out. On the 11th of March, 
1862, he dropped all his work to enlist in the 
Seventh Missouri Infantry, Capt. A. G. Kelsey’s 


He |. 


| years. 


OF ARKANSAS. 


company, as a private, and was afterward pro- 
moted to the rank of sergeant and then to captain, 
which position he held until hostilities ceased. 


| He was at Greenville, Mo., Little Rock, and was 


with Price on his raid through Missouri. After 
being paroled he returned to his home in this 
county, and was one of the successful husband- 
men of the county until 1875, when he established 
his present mercantile business at Corning, Clay 
County, Ark., and since 1878 has been at Reyno. 
Mr. Reynolds possesses a thorough knowledge of 
the business in which he is engaged, and has the 
necessary requisites for successfully conducting it. 
He also manages his farm and gives considerable 
attention to the propagation of stock; and it may 
be truly said that in every enterprise in which he 


_ as been interested, and to which he has given his 
' attention, his labors have been followed with excel- 


lentresults. He has always taken a deep interest in 
the politics of the county, and although not an 
unreasonable partisan he has always been a Demo- 
erat in his political views. Heis a Master Mason, 
and heand his wife, whose maiden name was Mattie 
J. Wilkis, are earnest and consistent members of 
the Baptist Church. He was first married in 
1861, to Miss Nancy Luttrell, but her death oc- 
curred the following year at the age of eighteen 
She left one son, James, who died in 
1858, aged twenty-six years. His second wife was 
the widow of A. G. Kelsey, and had formerly been 
Miss Mary Ellis. She was born on Blue-Grass 
soil, and died in 1868, having borne two children: 
Madison A. and Elizabeth A. To him and his 


| present wife have been born the following family: 


Leoa, Ervin and Pearl. Three children died in 


infaney. Mrs. Reynolds conducts a millinery es- 
tablishment in her own store, and her bonnets and 
hats are always trimmed in excellent taste and the 
latest style. Mr. Reynolds was the tirst to clear 
the land and build where the town of Reyno now 
stands, which place, by the way, was named in 
He erected the first dwelling house 
and hotel, and is now doing business in the first 


his honor. 


business house in the town. 
J. H. Richardson, ex-county judge and farmer 
of Little Black Township, was bora in the State 
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of Illinois on the 11th of April, 1840, and is one | the winter months in teaching school. 


Like his 


of two surviving members of a family of four chil- | father, he has always been a Democrat politically, 
dren (the other survivor being Mary A., wife of 


Jackson Baker, of Pike County, Tl.) born to 


Emanuel and Matilda A. (Gates) Richardson, who | 


were born in Alabama and South Carolina, respect- 


ively. The father moved to Illinois in 1836, where 


' three successive terms. 


he purchased land and remained until 1841, at | 


which time he removed to Schuyler County, Mo., 
where he also improved a farm and remained until 
1863. From that time until 1865, he resided in 
Ilinois, then came to Randolph County, where he 
made his home until his death, which occurred 
June 17, 1888. 
Miss Gates, and after her death, which occurred 
in 1850 or 1851, he espoused Miss Martha Lovett 


He was first married in 1838, to 


and in 1874 was elected to the office of justice of 
the peace, serving in this capacity two years, and 
was then chosen county assessor, filling the office 
In 1882, he was elected 
county and probate judge, holding the position 
four years, and to his excellent natural abilities, 


| were added the wisdom and experience of a useful 


and well-spent life, and there was no reason to 


_ view his official career with disappointment when 
_ he retired from the bench. He is one of the heavi- 
est tax-payers of the county, and at the present 


of Missouri, in the latter year, and by her became | 


the father of one child that died in infancy. 


He | 


was called upon to mourn the death of his second © 


wife in 1854, and the same year he married Miss 


Eliza A. Wadsworth, of Pike County, IJ., she | 
bearing him eight children, five now living: Eliza | 


E., wife of William Lewis, of this county; John 


E., in Sharp County, Ark.; Jacob W., of this — 
county; Fannie E., wife of James Hogan, of this © 


county, and Charles B., also of this county. Mr. 


time owns 3,000 acres of land, of which about 600 are 
under cultivation and fence. When starting for 
himself, it was with very little means, but he has 
succeeded well in his undertakings, and deserves 
much credit for the way in which he has sur- 
mounted the difticulties which have strewn his path. 
He possesses a large fund of information, is strictly 
temperate, and is respected and esteemed by all 
for his many sterling qualities. October 3, 1867, 
he married Miss Martha J. Mansker, who was born 
in this county November 25, 1849, and to them 
were born the following children: H. L., born 


September 19, 1870; W. J., born October 30, 


Richardson and his three wives were members of | 


the Baptist Church, and he was something of a 
politician, taking an active interest in the politics 
of the county. He accumulated a fine property 
prior to the war, but during that time he lost 
heavily, and afterward had to commence anew, re- 
J. H. Rich- 
ardson, the immediate subject of this memoir, en- 
listed in the Confederate army at the age of twen- 
ty-one years, being under Capt. Sam Shacklett, 
and served until the 6th of August, 1861, when he 
was severely wounded, having his right leg broken, 
and was sent home to recuperate. 


trieving his fortunes to some extent. 


After remain- 
ing inactive until 1862, he rejoined his company, 
but after serving a short time, the company was 


1872; Martha A., born January 1, 1876; Manuel 
G., born October 8, 1877, and Eliza L. L., born 
August 24, 1880. Mrs. Richardson, who died 
December 30, 1883, was a faithful wife and 
mother, and was a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. In 1884, our subject married Miss 


_ Rebecca E. Downey, who was born on the 22d of 


| February, 1548. 


disbanded, and he and W. H. Tipton went to Iowa, | 


thence to Illinois, remaining in the latter State 
until 1865, when he came to Randolph County, 
locating within three miles of where he now lives, 
the summer months being spent in farming, and 





They are members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 

David C. Roberts. Prominent among the lead- 
ing men of Randolph County, Ark., and among 
those deserving special notice for their public spirit 
and energy, is the gentleman of whom this notice 
is given. He was born in Cleveland County, 
N. C., July 23, 1833, and is a son of Thomas and 
Mary (Collins) Roberts, who were born, reared and 
married in North Carolina, and after residing a 
few years in their native State after the latter 
event, moved to Cherokee County, Ga., where 
the mother’s death occurred in 1854 or 1835, when 
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HISTORY 


Here the father 
Wickett, and. made 
his home until 1882, when they came to Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., where Mr. Roberts quietly 
breathed his last the following year. He had been 
an active member of the Methodist Episcopal 


about thirty-five years of age. 
afterward married Rebecca 


Church for a great many years, and while a resi- 
dent of North Carolina was engaged in farming; 
also acted as overseer at the King’s Mountain 
Gold Mines. 
he was a member of the Home Guards in Georgia. 
His father, Stephen Roberts, was an Englishman 
by birth, and died in Alabama. David C. Roberts 
was the eighth of ten children, and at the age of 
twenty-three years he left home and commenced 
farming for himself, continuing until the mutter- 
ings of war foretold the struggle that was te 
follow, and in 1861 he enlisted in Company I, 
Twenty-third Georgia Infantry, Confederate States 
Army, and held the rank of orderly sergeant. He 
was in the battle of Seven Pines. the seven days’ 
fight at Richmond, Second Manassas, South Mount- 
ain, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, Mechanicsville, 
Ocean Pond, Gettysburg, the Wilderness, and was 
then around Richmond until the final surrender. 
He was taken prisoner twice, first at the battle of 
Mechanicsville, but was exchanged after twenty 
‘days’ imprisonment, and then at the close of the 
war at Appomattox. 
returned to his home in Georgia after hostilities 
ceased, and remained there until 1868, at which 
time he moved to McLean, Ky., and three years 
later to Arkansas, and has since resided on his 
present farm, which is one of the best in the 
county. It embraces a tract of 200 acres, and is 
all bottom land with the exception of about ten 
acres. In 1851 he was married to Miss Malinda 
Finley, a danghter of Aaron Finley, of Cherokee 
County, Ga., and her death occurred in Randolph 
County, Ark., in 1872, when about thirty-five 
years of age. She left six children (four of whom 
are now,living): Stephen, John, Mary (wife of 
Ezekiel Hum, of Ark. ), 
Regina (wife of William McQuay, of Lawrence 
County, Ark.), and Martha and Leander who 
In 1874 Mr. Roberts married Mrs. 


When the Rebellion was in progress 


Washington County, 


are deceased. 


yas 


He was never wounded. He- 


OF ARKANSAS. 


Susan Deaver, of this county, and by her has 
five children: Rachel J., Thomas H., Jacob H., 
Richard T. and Lucy A. Mrs. Roberts’ 
name was Weddle, and by her first husband, Isaac 
Deaver, she became the mother of three children, 
only one of whom is living, Matilda: 


ceased are Mary T. and William F. 


maiden 


those de- 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Roberts are members of the Methodist and Chris- 
tian Churches, respectively, and he is a Democrat 
in his political views, and a member of the Masonic 
fraternity... 

R. R. Ruff, M. D. During a professional ca- 
reer of over twenty-three years, Dr. Ruff has be- 
come a successful physician, and justly deserves 
the eulogisms bestowed upon him by his profes- 
He was born on the 25th of 
April, 1831, and his youth was spent in assisting 


sional brethren. 


in the duties of the farm, and in attending the 
common subscription schools, where he acquired a 
fair education, but which he has since greatly im- 
proved by much study and contact with the world. 
Upon reaching the age of twenty-one years he 
commenced farming, which employment received his 
attention until the breaking out of the Rebellion, 
when be abandoned the plow and donned the 
martial trappings of war, serving in the capacity 
of recruiting officer for some time. He was never 
identified with the regular army, but was in a 
number of severe engagements and was captured 
at Huntingdon, Tenn., being paroled immediately 
-He returned home with the intention 
of remaining, but owing to the persecutions to 


thereafter. 


which he was subjected he again began recruiting 
After 
taking the oath of allegiance he returned home, 
but came soon after to Pocahontas, Ark., 
while being employed here he energetically pur- 


men, and served until the final surrender. 
and 


sued the study of medicine during leisure mo- 
ments, and in 1S66, moved to Pittman, where he 
entered on the practice of his profession, continu- 
ing there with suecess until 1887. In connection 
with this he commenced merchandising in ISSO, 
and also managed his three farms. of which 225 
under cultivation. 


acres were His annual sales 


amount to some $10,000, and he sells on time, 


giving a credit of from six to eight months, but 
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buys for cash. 
nessee, became his wife, and their marriage re- 
sulted in the birth of tive children, Leota G., 
the wife of J. P. Shemwell, being the only one 
living; three died in infancy, and one at the 
Mrs. Ruff departed this 
life in 1872, having been a consistent member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church for a number of 
years. Dr. Ruff took for his second wife Miss 
Amanda W. Legate, and by her has one child, 
born July 15, 1873, named Horace E. The 
Doctor and this wife are members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and he is a Democrat and 
a member of the A. F. & A. M. His parents, 
John and Chloe (Eason) Ruff, were born in North 
Carolina, and in 1828 emigrated to Carroll County, 
Tenn., where he was engaged in farming, and be- 
came the owner of a number of negroes. He was 
an old line Whig and died in October, 1555, at 
the advanced age of eighty-four years, respected 
and esteemed by all who knew him. 
ried three times, his first wife being a Miss Hodge, 
by whom he had six or seven children, four sons 


age of fifteen years. 


He was mar- 


living to be grown. His second union was with 
Miss Eason, which took place about 1821, in 
North Carolina. The following are the names of 
their children: James G., a physician of this 
county; S. D., who is deceased, his family being 
residents of Southeast Missouri; W. H., who is 
also dead, his family being residents of Forest 
City, Ark.; Dr. R. R., and Jackey E., the deceased 
wife of George M. Drew. The mother of these 
children passed to her long home in 1852, at the 
age of fifty-five years, and Mr. Ruff wedded his 
third wife, Martha Eason, in August, 1855, her 
death occurring in January, 1856. 

W. R. Russell, merchant, Pocahontas. Ark. 
The wereantile interests of this portion of the 
county have been ably represented for a number 
of years by Mr. Russell. 
of course, necessitates the carrying of a varied as- 
sortment of goods, and in his stock Mr. Russell 
has a variety which cannot fail to satisfy every 
want of his patrons. He is a native of Randolph 
County, Ark., born in 1857, and the son of Marion 


Russell, also a native of Randolph County, Ark. 
27 


General merchandising, 


In 1851, Laura Eason, of Ten- | 


The elder Russell was a successful tiller of the soil, 
and when a young man was united in marriage to 
Miss Sarah Leonard, a native of Tennessee. At 
the breaking out of the Mr. 
joined the Confederate States army as lieutenant 


tebellion tussell 
of Company H, Fifteenth Missouri Regiment, and 
was killed at the battle of Big Blue, during Price’s 
1864. 
father, James Russell, was one of the first settlers 
of Randolph County, and located about eight miles 
north of Pocahontas, where he improved a good 


raid, in November, The paternal grand- 


farm, and there remained the balance of his days. 
W. R. Russell was one of four children born to 
and a 
sister, Alice M., the wife of R. M. Bigger. is now 
residing in Little Black Township, 
County. 
in the private schcols of his native county, and at 


his parents. Two brothers are deceased, 
tandolph 
The subject of this sketch was educated 


the age of twenty-one commenced working for him- 
self. 
as salesman for Levi Hecht, for whom he clerked 
eighteen months. After this he farmed for three 
years, and then again came to Pocahontas, where 
he engaged as a clerk for R. Nicholas, remaining 
with him three years, when he established his 


He first came to Pocahontas, and engaged 


present business, and now has a good substan- 
tial trade on a cash basis. He was married. in 
1880, to Miss Mary E. Ulmer, a native of Indiana. 
They have two children: Ina and Pearly. Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and each takes an active part in 
ehurch work. 
seventy-five under cultivation, and is a man who 
manifests a deep interest in all public enterprises. 

J. C. Sanders. 
the State of Georgia, and closely identified with its 


He owns a farm of 210 acres, 


Among the native residents of 


progress and development for many years were the 
Sanders family, a respected representative of whom 
is found in the subject of this sketch, who was 
1843. 


(Covington) Sanders, were born in 


born in that State in His parents, James 
and Eliza 
Georgia (in 1804) and Virginia, respectively; the 
father was reared in his native State, and there fol- 
lowed the occupation of a planter until 1S86, when 
his death occurred. The mother died in Texas in 


1S8+4, aged seventy-five years. The paternal grand 
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father was born in South Carolina, and lived in 
Georgia. He was of Irish lineage. Like so many 
of the substantial citizens of this county at the 
present time, J. C. Sanders was initiated into the 
mysteries of farm life from the very first, and this 
has continued to be the calling to which he has di- 
rected his attention. 
tive State he joined the Confederate army in 1861, 
and was in active service four years. He was at 
Gaines’ Mill, Gettysburg, Petersburg, the Wil- 
derness and numerous other engagements of less 
note, and was wounded thirteen times. 
private in the Twenty-seventh Georgia Regiment. 
After the war he left the State of Georgia and emi- 
grated to Missouri, thence to Arkansas and after- 
ward to Texas. After remaining in that State for 
some time he returned to Arkansas, and has here 
made his home up to the present time. His lands 
in this county amount to 400 acres, and he has 
225 acres under cultivation. 


While a resident of his na- 


He was a 


He was married in 
1862 to Miss Jane Williams, and to their union 
Henry, Callie (who 
is dead), Morris (who died at the age of twenty 
years, in 1888), Jimmy and Tommy. 


have been born five children: 


wife was Miss Sarah Dean, who bore him four 
children: Bob, Charley, Alfred and Annie. Mr. 
Sanders has always been a Democrat in his political 
views. 

A. Z. Schuabaum. merchant, Pocahontas, Ark. 
Among the many enterprises necessary to com- 
plete the commercial resources of a town or city, 
no one is of more importance to the ¢ommunity 
than that of the general merchant. 
in this trade is Mr. 
dry goods, hardware, implements and groceries. 


Prominent 
Sehnabaum, who deals in 


Mr. Schnabaum is of foreign birth, Austria being | 


his native country. 


His second | 


He first saw the light of day | 


in the year 1864, and after reaching a suitable age | 


was educated in a mercantile college in his na- 
tive land. He left school at the age of nearly 
He 


stopped in New York City for six months as a 


seventeen, and in 1S81 emigrated to America. 


clerk; then went to Pennsylvania, where he re- 
mained but a short time, and then came to Poca- 
hontas, Ark. 
Nicholas, remaining with him three years, and then 


Here he engaged as a clerk for R. 


continued in the same capacity for Imboden, with 
At the expira- 
tion of that time he engaged in business for him- 


whom he remained a few months. 


self, having judiciously saved his money, and now 
carries all the way from 36,000 to $16,000 worth 
of goods, the annual sales amounting to over 
$35,000. 
ries on a thriving business. 


He has from two to four clerks, and ear- 
He is also the owner 
of a cotton-gin, and buys and sells cotton at this 
He has never been married. He is the son 
of H. andG. Schnabaum, natives of Austria, who 
have died since A. Z. came to America. The father 
was a man of considerable means, and was a dis- 
Mr. 


Schnabaum is a stirring business man and an en- 


place. 


tiller of liquor and a drover by occupation. 
terprising citizen. He is pleasant and agreeable 
in his manners, and the large trade which he now 
has is fully merited. 

Jacob Schoonover, retired farmer, Pocahontas, 
Ark. The subject of this sketch is one of the hon- 
ored pioneers of Randolph County. He has been 
located here for a period of over twenty-nine years, 
and has not only become well known, but the re- 
spect and esteem shown him are as wide as his ac- 
quaintance. His fine farm of 200 acres is adorned 
with an attractive and commodious honse, and 
the large mill and cotton-gin which he operates 
deserve special attention. He isa native of Hones- 
dale, Penn., and is a son of Daniel and Eliza 
(Jacks) Schoonover, both of whom are also natives 
of the Keystone State. Jacob Schoonover went to 
California when twenty-one years of age, or in 
1852, by way of the Isthmus, and remained there 
until September, 1856, engaged in mining and 
He then returned to his native State, 
remained there about a year, and then in 1857 


teaming. 


went to Minnesota, where he spent another year. 
In 1858 he came to Arkansas. settled in Marion 
County, and engaged in photographing, which he 
continued for three years, traveling in the mean- 
time over Northeast Arkansas and Southeast Mis- 
souri. He happened to be in Randolph County 
when the war broke out, and in IS62 he enlisted in 
Shaver’s regiment, Tappin’s brigade, and served 
He was 
After the close of the 


until June, 1565, in the Confederate army. 
regimental quartermaster. 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 





| 
conflict he returned to Randolph County, re- | 


mained a few months, and then proceeded to the 
State of his nativity, where be sojourned six months, 


visiting his parents. Subsequently he returned to 


this county, and engaged as salesman in the store | 
of Green R. Jones, remaining thus employed for | 
He then bonght a partnership, and | 


two years. 
this continued until 1873. Three years later be 
was elected circuit clerk of Randolph County, and 
tilled this position in a very acceptable manner for 
six years. After this he was engaged in farming 
and trading. He was first married in 1570 to Miss 
Martha J. Wear, a native of Pennsylvania, who 
bore him the following named children: Eugene G., 
now in Pennsylvania; Herbert, Addie C. and Parke 


T. The mother of these children died on the 22d | 
a partnership with W. E. Hibbard, but at the end 


of December, 1878, and Mr. Schoonover was mar- 
ried the second time, on the 5th of January, 1882, 
to Miss Ella Bolen, a native of the Blue Grass 
State. Two children are the fruit of this union: 
Robert and Jacob. Mr. Schoonover is a Royal 
Arch Mason, and a member of the K. of H. He 
has ever taken an active part in politics and pub- 
lic affairs, and has done much to baild up every 
enterprise for the common good. 

Vincent Segraves is a successful merchant of 
the county, and was born here on the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, 1839, being a son of Vineent and Lavina 


, wounded or taken prisoner. 


Vincent was the seventh of the family, and received 


his early education in Randolph County. He re- 


_ mained on his father’s farm until twenty-five years 


of age, then commenced to farm for himself; but 
his labors in this direction were interrupted by the 
war. In 1861 he enlisted in the Confederate serv- 
ice, and the following year joined Company A, of 
the Twenty-tifth Arkansas Infantry, and was an 
active worker for the Southern cause until the 
close of the war, holding the rank of lieutenant. 
and taking part in the engagements at Murfrees- 
boro, Richmond, Ky., and was with Price on his 
raid through Missouri and Kansas, but was never 


He has since been 


_ engaged in farming, and in connection has followed 


_and is a daughter of Henry Waddle. 


merchandising since 1886, at which time he formed 


of nine months became associated with J. W. 
Witherford. He owns fertile lands to the amount 
of 120 acres, and has sixty-five acres under cul- 


tivation. In 1866 he married Caroline Waddle, 


| who was born in Randolph County, Ark, in 1842, 


She and 


Mr. Segraves are the parents of nine children: 


(Lacy) Segraves, who were born in South Caro- | 
| views. 


lina and Knox County, Tenn., in 1789 and 1814, 


and died in Randolph County, Ark., in 1870 and | 


1871, respectively. The father left his native 
State when he was a young man, and went to Ten- 
nessee, and afterward removed to Illinois, 
from there to Arkansas, in 1833, being one of the 
very first settlers of Randolph County. He was a 
farmer, and as such was one of the most success- 


and 


ful men in this part of the State; in connection 
with this work he kept a distillery. During the 
War of 1812 he was a soldier. belonging to Jackson's 
Guard, and with him participated in the battles 
of New Orleans and Pensacola. 
known and prominent citizen of Arkansas, and 
had been a life-long Democrat. He and wife were 
members of the Baptist Church, and were the par- 
ents of eight children, five of whom are living. 


He was a well- | 


Frances B., wife of Lewis A. Manning; Rufus H., 
William J., Emanuel W., John H., Detty Ann, 
Mary Emma, Sula W. and Agnes. Mrs. Se- 
graves is a member of the United Baptist Church. 
Mr. Segraves is a staunch Democrat in his political 


G. A. Seel, M. D., of Warm Springs, Ark., and 
proprietor of the springs of that name, was born in 
Georgetown, Ohio, in 1855, aad is a son of V. F. 
and C. A. (Houck) Seel, who were married in the 
State of Ohio in 1854, and moved to Kentucky 
about a year later. The father followed merchan- 
dising and farming in Bracken County, Ky., and 
was moderately successful in business. He was a 
man of superior education, and was able to speak 
three or four different languages. He served under 
Gen. Taylor in the Mexican War, and was with him 


in all the battles in which he took part. He was 


' born in 1819, and his wife in 1815, and both their 


deaths occurred in 18SS.. He was a Democrat in 
his political views. He and his wife reared a family 


A., 


of seven children: Catherine, Peter, F. W.. G. 
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VY. F., Henry, and Mary C. While growing 
up, G. A. Seel had excellent advantages for ac- 
quiring a good education, and to say that he fully 


improved his opportunities would be only speaking | 


the truth. After attending the free school of his 
section until sixteen years of age he entered Hig- 
ginsport high school, but left that institution at the 
age of seventeen, and began traveling,so continuing 
until he was about twenty years of age, at which 
time he returned to Kentucky, and remained there 
for nearly one year, assisting his father on the 
farm. He then began traveling again, continuing 
two years, and became familiar with some of the 
finest points of interest in the United States. He 
located in New Madrid, Mo., where he became 


conductor on the Little River Valley & Arkansas | 


Railroad, and as such continued for four years. 


_ houses, bowling alley, ete. 


He then filled the same position on the Cotton | 


Belt road for about one year, and during this time 
his leisure moments were spent in studying chem- 
istry. 


In the latter part of 1880 he engaged in | 


the drug business at Doniphan, Mo., and after | 
continuing there one year he devoted his time and | 
attention the two following years to the study of | 


chemistry under Profs. Detmer and Stille, of the St. 
Louis Dairy Company’s Laboratory. 
he went to Chanute, Kas., where he established a 
private laboratory, remaining in that place until 
the fall of 1885. 
in this place he was studying medicine under Drs. 
Webb & Brown of the Eclectic school, 
ward underwent an examination before the Kansas 
medical board, consisting of eight men, and secured 
a certificate to practice. 
the Eclectic Medical Association of that State, and 


From there 


During the two years he spent 


and after- 


- Railroad. 


1885, to Miss Ella 8S. Kibler, of Water Valley, this 
county, and by her became the father of two chil- 
dren: Leona C. (deceased), and G. A., Jr. Mrs. 
The Doctor belongs 
to the K. of P., and in his political views is a 
In 1888 he and Capt. J. J. Hand. 
werker, of Memphis, Tenn., purchased the famous 


Seel is a native of Arkansas. 
Democrat. 


warm springs of this place, which in days gone 
by were used by the Indians as a health resort, 
this being as early as 1818, when the first settlers 
The first hotel put 
up near the place was in 1840, by a man named 
Rice, and after his death the property fell to his 
heirs. In 1574, it was purchased from them by 
Dalton, Kibler & Waddle, who erected a substan- 
tial hotel there the same year and put up bath 
They also inclosed two 


began to come into the region. 


and one-half acres with a nice fence, and in this 
inclosure are sixty springs. with three different 
kinds of water, chalybeate, sulphur and carbonate. 
The largest spring is carbonate water, containing 
160 eubic inches of carbonic acid gas to the gallon, 
making it the equal of the famous chalybeate 
Vichy waters of Europe. In addition to this it 
also contains iodine and lithia. The springs are 
accessible by the following stage routes: Doniphan, 
Pocahontas, the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & South- 
ern Railroad and the Kansas City & Memphis 
The climate in the locality of the 
springs is fine, and the Doctor’s manner of treat- 


ing diseases in the way of baths can not be excelied, 


He became a member of | 


after leaving there in the fall of 1885, he came to— 


Randolph County, and located at Warm Springs, 
where he passed an examination before the board 
in 1885, and immediately entered upon the prac- 
tice of his profession. 
graduated from the St. Louis College of Physicians 


Since coming here he has 


and Surgeons, and has made a special study of 
operative and opthalmic surgery under the able 
instructions of Profs. Louis Bower, A. C. Bernays 
and John Glancis, being now a successful surgeon 
He married, October 14, 


and physician, was 


for hot, cold and electric baths can be secured at 
The citizens in the locality contempiate 
erecting a high-school, and the place can then be 


any time. 


utilized as a point for securing both a good educa- 
tion and the benefit of the health restoring waters 
of the springs. The country is very beautiful 
hereabouts, and the streams abound with fish and 
the woods with deer, turkeys, squirrels, quail, ete.. 
making it a sportsman’s paradise. 

James F. Shaver, who is one of the successful 
farmers of Warm Springs Township, was born in 
Randolph County, Ark., in September, 1833, and 
is a son of John and Nancy (Cook) Shaver, who 


were born in Georgia. They were married in 


| Alabama, about 1823, and in 1828 came to Arkan- 
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sas, settling in this county, where they purchased 
Wild 
animals of all kinds roamed the woods at will at 
this time, and in some places the forests were 
almost impenetrable, but it can be said of John 
Shaver that, with the courage and perseverance 
which marked the lives of so many of our pioneers, 


and also entered some Government land. 





He chopped, he logged, he cleared his lot, 

And into many a dismal spot 

He let the light of day. 
His neighbors were from ten to fifteen miles 
distant, and at that time wagons were a _ rare 
sight, but small trucks were made by sawing large 
logs in two, the wheels being of solid wood —even 
these rude conveyances being few and far between. 
The nearest flouring-mill, which was twenty-five 
miles away, could only be reached by crossing two 
rivers, and owing to the dithculty of doing this, 
the settlers had to resort to the old-fashioned pes- 
tle. The first flouring-mill put up in this part of 
the county was on the old Russell place, and was 
run by horse power. This was about the year 
1838. He and his wife were born in 1800 and 
1798, and died in 1850 and 1858, respectively. 
They were members of the Christian Church. and 
became the parents of eleven children, eight hv- 
ing to be grown: William, who resides in Webster 
County, Mo., is a minister in the Christian Church; 
Robert, who died leaving a family in this county; 
Alexander, also deceased, his family being residents 
of the county; Peter, Martha, widow of C. Johnson; 
Caroline, the deceased wife of John Johnson; 
Nancy, wife of Jesse Johnson, and John, who 
was killed at the battle of Shiloh in 1862, while 
serving in the Confederate army. The other chil- 
dren died in infancy. James F. Shaver had very 
poor educational advantages in his youth, and al- 
though he attended the old fashioned subscription 
schools long enough to learn to read, he did not 
attend sufficiently long to learn to write. In 1852 
he married Miss Elizabeth Waddle, a native of 
the county, born in 1836, and to them were born 
the following family: Alexander, born December 
23, 1853; J. H., born August 2, 1855; Louis M., 
born December 22, 1857; Sarah E., wife of Eli 
Morris, born January 2, 1859; Jacob S., born Oc- 











tober 6, 1861; James F., Jr., born November 2, 
1863; Matilda A., born January 14, 1866, wife of 
Jeff Morris: R. L.,born April 4, 1868, Peter M.,born 
December 20, 1869; William M., born August 27, 
1871; Permelia E., born January 14, 1874, and Jo- 
seph A., born February 28, 1876. In 1862 Mr. 
Shaver joined the Confederate army; he was with 
Price on his last raid through Missouri in 1864, and 
was a participant in a number of battles and skir- 
mishes, Pilot Knob and Blue Lick being among the 


number. After his surrender, which occurred at 


_ Jacksonport, Ark.,in June, 1865, he came home and 


engaged immediately in farming, entering at first 
160 acres of land, and now has eighty under cul- 
tivation. He is also engaged in raising horses and 
cattle of a good grade. Mr. Shaver is a public- 
spirited citizen, is a Democrat in his political views, 
and he and his wife are members of the Christian 
Church, as are nearly all their children. Mrs. 
Shaver is a daughter of Henry and Sarah (Big 
gers) Waddle, Tennesseeans by birth, who came 
to Arkansas about 1832, 
lowing year. 


and here married the fol- 
Their children were Lucinda, wife 
of Peter Shaver; Matilda (deceased), Sarah (John- 
son), Susan (Roberts), Jefferson (deceased), Jake. 
Caroline (Grayes), Marietta L. (Hawk), George and 
James (twins), and Elizabeth, wife of our subject. 
The parents died in 1849 and 1862, aged fifty and 
sixty years, respectively. 

Col. Thomas 5S. Simington. ‘The name that 
heads this sketch is that of one of the oldest set- 
tlers of this vicinity, whose entire life in this 
county has been such as to win him the respect and 
esteem of all who are favored with his acquaint- 
ance. His father, Robert Simington, was a Scotch- 
man who emigrated to the United States when 
twenty-two years of age, and being of an adven- 
turous turn of mind, and nothing daunted by the 
talk of Indian troubles, determined to seek his 
fortune in the “ far West,” and accordingly pushed 
From the city of Pittsburgh, Penn.. 
he floated down the Ohio River on a flatboat, and 
made a landing at Cincinnati, Ohio, which place 


on westward. 


then consisted of two cabins, and from there went 
overland to Fayette County, Ky., becoming one of N 
the very first settlers of that State. While making | | 
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the toilsome journey to this State he was fre- 
quently surrounded by Indians, having trouble 
with them at various times, and had frequently to 
depend on the block-houses for protection. After 
making his home in Fayette County for some time, 
he removed to Henry County. of the same State, 
where he made his home until 1827, when he re- 
moved to Jefferson County, Ind., for the purpose 
of educating his children and giving them the ad- 
vantages of Hanover College. He came to the 
United States without means, but possessing the 
sterling characteristics of his ancestors he was very 
successful in his farming enterprises, and at the 
time of his death in 1549, at the age of seventy-six 
years, he was quite a wealthy citizen. He lavished 
his wealth freely in educating his children, was al- 
ways a kind and considerate father, and his mem- 
ory is still respected and revered by them to a 
He was a stanch Whig in 
politics, and was in favor of colonizing the colored 
race. 
born in Virginia, and removed with her parents to 
Kentucky when she was a young girl, and in that 
State she was married to Mr. Simington. She died 
in Jefferson County, Ind., about two years after 
the death of her husband, when about sixty-four 
years of age. Both she and her husband were 
members of the Presbyterian Church, and for many 
years he was an elder in that church, and was hold- 
ing that position at the time of his death. Of the 
seven daughters and five sons born to their union 
nine lived to maturity, and four are living at the 
present time: Robert S., who has been a Presby- 
terian minister since a young man, and is now lo- 
cated at) San Diego, Cal.; Martha R., widow of 
William Finley, and is now residing in Independ- 
ence, Mo.; Myra, widow of Gen. Lucas, also located 
at Independence, and Col. Thomas 5S. The latter, 


His wife, Nancy Me Williams by name, was 


owing to his father’s liberality, received an ex- 
cellent education in Hanover College, and when 
nineteen years of age he went to Boonville, Mo., 
where he was engaged in teaching school and clerk- 
ing for several years. After residing in Palestine, 
Tll., for about three years, be moved to Randolph 
County, Ark., and has since been actively engaged 
in farming, the first few years being also spent in 


| wielding the ferule. 


He is now the owner of some 
of the best farming lands in the county, and is one 
of the prosperous citizens. He served as county 
surveyor prior to the Rebellion, and in 1861 was 
The 


following year he organized a company to serve 


elected sheriff and collector of the county. 


thirty days in the Confederate army, then enlisted 
in Company A, and was made first heutenant. He 
was soon after elected lieutenant-colonel of the 
Twenty-fifth Infantry, but after serving two years 
was discharged on account of disability. He was 
at the battles of Tupelo and Perryville, and al- 
though his loss in money matters was very heavy 
during the war, he has been very successful in ac- 
January 1, 1852, he 
was united in marriage with Miss Emily B. Russell, 
a daughter of one of the oldest settlers of Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., Col. James G. Russell. She 
was born in the county July 20, 1833. Her 
union with Mr. Simington was blessed in the birth 
of eight children, of whom two died in infancy and 
six are now living: Williamson T. and Francis L., 
farmers of the county; Ida J., wife of Benjamin 
F. Bigger of Pocahontas; Thomas F., a merchant 
of Eastern Texas; Minnie and Mattie, at home. 
The family attend the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


South, of which Mr. Simington is a trustee and 


eumulating worldly goods. 


steward. He is one of the oldest Masons in the 
county, and although a Whig in polities until 1556, 
He has always 
been a public-spirited citizen, and is a patron of 
education and all worthy enterprises. 

James Henry Skaggs was born on the 2d of 
August, 1840, near Danby, Jefferson County, Mo., 
and is the son of Henry Skaggs, the grandson of 
Stephen Skaggs, and the great-grandson of James 


he has since been a Democrat. 


Skaggs, who was a native of Virginia, a man of 
great physical strength and activity, and of whom 
it is said that he settled in Kentucky before 
Daniel Boone. Stephen Skages was also a native 
of Virginia, his birth occurring about 1764. He 
His maiden 


died in Kentucky in IS14. wife's 


“name was Miss Naney Andrews, who was born in 


the year 1766, and died in Kentueky in 1862. 
Henry Skaggs (father of the subject of this sketch) 
was born in Green County, Ky., on the 6th of June, 
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1807, and came to Jefferson County, Mo., in 1833, and credit. For the past few years he has been 
bought a tract of land of several hundred acres, extensively engaged in agricultural pursuits, and 
and this he improved and cultivated. He devoted also in the timber business, in which he has been 
the remainder of his life to farming and theraising very successful. He now owns over 4,000 acres 
of tine horses. He died on the 9th of September, of land and has SOO acres under cultivation. Mr. 
1866. His wife, Mrs. Mary (Eagelbarger) Skaggs, Skaggs is five feet eleven inches in height, and 
was born on the 7th of October, 1814, and was a weighs 250 pounds. In middle life he was very 
woman of superior intelligence and firmness of | strong and active, and was well trained in Olympic 
character. She received her final summons in games, as was also his father. Mr. Skaggs after 
Jefferson County, Mo., in September, 1866. The receiving a common-school education was for sey- 
maternal grandfather of our subject, John M. eral terms under the tutorage of Mr. Robert A. 
Eagelbarger, was a native of Germany, born in Booth, a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, Ire- 
1784, and came to the United States in 1800, land, with whom our subject, among other things, 
landing at Savannah, Ga. Hecame to Missouri at completed mathematics as far as calculus. He has 

_ anearly day, and here followed his trade, that of taken an active part in public affairs, and is alive 

/ a gunsmith. He died in Jefferson County, Mo., to the interests of his country, is willing to do his 

on the 3d of July, 1529. His wife’s maiden — part in forwarding all enterprises for public good, 

| name was Unity Carlin, a sister of ex-Governor and is an important commercial factor of Ran- 

| Carlin of Illinois, and a woman of great courage dolph County. 

_ and determination. James Henry Skaggs (the Will H. Skinner, druggist, Pocahontas, Ark. 

| subject of this sketch), was taught the principles Holding the leading place among the druggists of 

| of farming in early life, and in 1861 he joined the the town of Pocahontas is the above-mentioned 

! Confederate army under the command of Gen. gentleman. The business he now conducts was 

| Jeff. Thompson, served about eight months, and established by him in 1856, and he has built it up 

| was discharged on account of sickness. He then to its present enviable position by upright and 

| followed school teaching for about six years, twoof honorable dealing, by understanding the wants of 

| which were spent in Monroe County, Ill., and the the public and anticipating them; also by keeping 

_ remainder in Jefferson and St. Francois Counties, nothing but the best and most reliable goods. so 

| Mo. During the period of teaching he gave his that whatever is purchased at ‘‘Skinner’s’’ can 

| spare time to the study of medicine. Later he en- be implicitly relied upon. This gentleman was 

| gaged in dealing in live stock and in merchandis- born in Guernsey County, Ohio, and is the son of 

| ing, which he continued two years. In 1870 he Alfred and Mary (Virtue) Skinner, the father a 

_ came to Clay County, Ark., and followed farming native of the ‘‘ Buckeye State,’’ and the mother 

_ and buying stock. He selected for his companion of Maryland. Alfred Skinner was a manufacturer 

| in life Miss Eliza James, and was united in mar- of and dealer in saddles. He was a gentleman of 

| riage to her in 1873. They had two children, education, was well versed in law matters, and be. 
both of whom died in youth. Mrs. Skaggs died on ing a leader in polities was called upon by the peo- 
the 19th of March, 1875. After that Mr. Skaggs ple to fill many offices of trust in the county and 
accepted a position as collecting agent for Levi township. He and his wife were faithful members 
Hecht & Bros., at Pocahontas, which he held for of the Presbyterian Church. They reared to ma- | 
overa year. In 1576, on the 17th of December,  turity a family of eight children, all living: Mary 
he was married to Mrs. Serena J. Russell, a native C., a stenographer at Baltimore, Md.; Helen M., 
of Louisiana, and whose maiden name was Kil- a teacher in Baltimore; Nola, in Washington, | 
crease. Mr. Skagys then turned his attention Ohio; Fannie, also in Washington, Ohio; Anice 
once more to farming. In ISS82 he was elected P., wife of C. L. Ferguson, of Columbus, Ohio: q 
county surveyor, which oftice he tilled with ability Will H., Laura, a teacher in Baltimore, Md.; | 
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Alfred, a harness and saddlery merchant and 
manufacturer, of Washington, Ohio. The father 
of these children died May 22, 1889, at the age of 
sixty-eight years, and the mother died in May, 
1871, at the age of forty-eight years. Will H. 
Skinner was educated in the public schools of 
Washington, Ohio, and graduated at the age of 
eighteen. Immediately afterward he commenced 
the study of pharmacy, which he continued in his 
native town until 1885, when he came to Pocahon- 

tas, Ark., and established himself in the same 
business. He now has the largest trade of that 
kind in the county, and in connection with drugs 
he keeps books, stationery, paints, oils, tobacco, 
cigars, and in fact everything necessary for a first- 
class store. 
ent city council, and is one of the representative 
citizens of the county. His paternal grandfather, 
Judge William Skinner, was a soldier in the Rev- 
olutionary War, and was one of the oldest business 
men of Washington, Ohio, where he established 
the harness and saddlery business, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Alfred Skinner, who in turn 
was succeeded by his son, Alfred Skinner, now a 
prominent manufacturer and trader in that line. 
The firm of which the younger Alfred Skinner is 
a member is widely known in that part of the 
State of Ohio. 

H. A. Slaughter, M. D., is one of the very 
foremost among the professional men of the county, 
and has won an enviable reputation as a practi- 
tioner of the ‘‘healing art.’’ He possesses ad- 
vanced ideas and progressive principles regarding 


Mr. Skinner is a member of the pres- 





his profession, and is gifted with a full share of the 

sterling characteristics of the native Kentuckian. 

His birth occurred on the 14th of August, 1839, 

| and he is the tenth of twelve children, five of 
whom are living, born to the marriage of French 
| G. and Mary W. (Anthony) Slaughter, who were 
born in the Blue Grass State and the ** Old Do- 
minion,’’ respectively. The father followed bus- 
bandry throughout life, and although he had an 
' excellent knowledge of the law, having studied it 
in his early manhood, he never practiced. He 
held many different offices in Nelson County, Ky., 


such as justice of the peace and sheriff, and died 
e — = — —— wn 


in that State in 1871 at the age of seventy-seven 
years. His wife also died there, she having been 
an earnest and consistent member of the Presby- 
terian Church for many years. The paternal 
grandfather, James Slaughter, was a Virginian, 
who died in Kentucky. Dr. H. A. Slanghter re- 
ceived the rudiments of his education in Winslow, 
Graves County, Ky., and from the time he was 
eighteen years of age until the breaking out of the 
war he was engaged in farming. He then enlisted 
in Company L, of the Eighth Kentucky Cavalry, 
but after serving faithfully for two years he was 
discharged on account of disability, and after re- 
turning home located in Kenton’s Station, where 
he spent about three years. He also studied med- 
icine during this time under Dr. David Yandall, 
and afterward pursued his studies in the Louisville 
Medical College. From 1868 to 1870 he resided 
in Ballard County, Ky., and then took up his 
abode in Randolph County, Ark., where he has 
since been actively engaged in the practice of his 
profession, the large extent of territory over which 
he travels speaking louder than mere words can 
do of the estimation in which he is held by the 
public as a member of the medical fraternity. 
Politically he supports Democratic principles; he 
is a Royal Arch Mason, and belongs to the Chris- 
tian Church. 

John F. Spikes, who is one of the substantial 
and progressive agriculturists of the county, was 
born here on the 20th of February, 1836, and is 
one of a family of seven children who were born to 
the marriage of Joseph Spikes and Permelia Wad- 
dell, who were born in Hawkins County, Tenn.. in 
1806 and 1805, and died in 1853 and 1864, respect- 
ively. They were married in their native State, 
and moved to Arkansas, being among the very first 
families to settle in what is now Randolph County. 
Mr. Spikes was engaged in farming and trading, 
and in every enterprise to which he turned his at 
He was sheriff 
of Randolph County for many years, and was 


tention he met with good returns. 


filling the duties of this position at the time of his 
death. 
were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


He was a Democrat. and he and his wife 


John F. Spikes received fair educational advan- 
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tages in his youth, and made his home with his ! 


mother until a short time before her death, when 
he started out in life for himself. After the war he 
was left without means, but as he inherited some 
of his father’s excellent business qualities, coupled 
with his energy and enterprise, he has succeeded 
far beyond his expectations, and is now the owner 
of 840 acres of some of the best land in the 
county. When barely twenty-one years of age he 
was elected constable, and served in this capacity 
for eighteen years, then positively declined to serve 
further. In 1874 he was elected county sheriff, 


and at the end of the term, although solicited by | 


many to again become a candidate, he declined to 
put up his name. Although he is a non-partisan, 
he has always supported the men and measures of 


the Democratic party. He is a Mason, and he and 


his wife, whom he married February 7, 1863, and | 


whose maiden name was Martha KE. Mock, are both 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. Mrs. Spikes was born in Randolph County 
in 1840, and is a daughter of Matthias Mock. 
To their union eight children have been born: 
Amanda P. (wife of Franklin Tiner, a farmer and 
teacher of the county), Mary J., James C., Will- 
iam A., John W., Sulah M., Thomas F. and Jo- 
seph A., all at home. 

Samuel E. Spikes. Among the families who 
were early settlers of the State of Arkansas, was 


that of which the subject of this sketch is a worthy | 


member, although the exact date of their settle- 
ment is unknown. He himself was born on the 
farm where he now lives, May 15, 1840; and is 
one of three surviving members of a family of four 
children born to William and Mary L. (Masters) 
Spikes, who were born in Hawkins County, Tenn., 
and near Charleston, S. C., in 1754 and 1802, and 
died in 1855 and 1881, respectively. At the time 
they located in Randolph County, Ark., the set- 
tlers were very scarce, and the nearest neighbor 
He cleared a farm on 
which he resided until his death, and in addition 
to managing this farm he carried on the cooper’s 
and wheelwright’s trades which he had learned in 
his youth. 


was eight miles away. 


He was a successful financier, but was 
rather improvident and spent his money freely, 





laying up but very little for a rainy day. He was 
in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of which he had been a member for many 


an active worker 


years, and in his political views was a Democrat. 


_ His wife, whose maiden name was Mary L. Mas- 


ters, was first married to a Mr. Alexander, and 
with him moved to Arkansas, where he was after- 
She then wedded Mr. Spikes, 
being his third wife, and by him became the 
mother of the following children: Samuel E., Eliz- 
abeth C. (widow of George Kerzey), Mary P. 
(widow of Madison Gallich), and two others de- 
ceased, one of whom was L. F., who died while 
serving in the Confederate army. Mr. Spikes’ 


ward drowned. 


| first union resulted in the birth of six children: 


Joseph W., who was the third sheriff of Randolph 
County, and died in New Orleans: Jesse, John 
William, Martha and Nancy, all of whom died in 
the same county, except Nancy who died in Texas. 
Samuel E. Spikes enlisted, in 1862, in Capt. B. 
Shores’ company, Col. Adams’ regiment, and served 
until the close of the war. being a participant in the 
battles of Cane Hill and Delhi. After his return 
home he was married to Miss Mary Frances Stone. 
a daughter of Rufus Stone. She was born in 
Tennessee, May 6, 1847, and died in Randolph 


~ County, Ark., December 24, 1882, having borne a 


family of eight children, seven now living: Will- 
iam R., Samuel E., Mary C., Martha J., Fannie 
E., Robert A. and Francis M. A daughter named 
Eliza A., was born April 9, 1870, and died No- 
vember 24, 1887. Our subject started in life 
without means, but by his own energy and good 
management he is now one of the wealthy resi- 
dents of the county. He is a Mason in good stand- 
ing, and is a Democrat in his political views. 
After his marriage, his mother made her home 
with him until her death. 

Mrs. Alice L. Surridge, widow of Robert Sur- 
ridge, and a lady of culture and refinement, was 
born in Jackson County, Tenn., and is the daugh- 
ter of A. W. W. Brooks, one of the prominent 
and wealthy farmers of Raudolph County, whose 
Mrs. 
Surridge came to Arkansas with her parents when 


sketch appears elsewhere in this volume. 


a child, was reared on a farm and received her 
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When 
twenty-one years of age she was united in marriage 
to Mr. Robert Surridge, a native of Missouri, born 
May 8, 1862. Heaven blessed this union with 
three children: Sudie, Lena and Robert Caldwell. 
Mr. Surridge was engaged in the grocery business 


education at Warm Springs high school. 


at Pocahontas, and was an excellent business man 
and, above all, thoroughly honest. He continued 
in this business until his death, which oceurred 
February 25, 1859. It is sad to think of death in 
connection with the young, and especially so with 
regard to Mr. Surridge, who, with his wife and lit- 
tle children around him, was full of business and 
enterprise until the grim destroyer entered and 
laid him low. 
acres of land, and also considerable town property. 

James I’. Sutton is a farmer residing near Po- 
cahontas, Ark., and was born in Tennessee Feb- 
ruary 18, 1828. He is one of six sons and six 
daughters born to the marriage of Forester and 
Mary (McNiece) Sutton, who spent the greater 
portion of their lives in Marshall County, Tenn., 
and there resided until their respective deaths. 
James IF’. was the eldest of their children, and re- 
mained in his native State until 1852, at which 
time he settled in Southwest Missouri; 
years later he came to Randolph County, Ark., and 
here has made his home up to the present date, 
with the exception of the time spent in the army. 
He joined the Confederate forces in 1861, becom- 
ing a member of Company H, Col. Shaver’s regi- 
ment of infantry, and was a private until the sur- 
render of Little Rock, Ark., and was on the In- 
firmary corps uutil the battle at Cane Hill. He 
returned to the duties of farm life after the battle 
of Little Rock, and has pursued the occupation of 
This 
land he purchased prior to the war, paying 12} 
cents per acre, and he now has seventy tive acres 
in an excellent state of cultivation. While he has 
never held any office of public trust, yet he is a 
man who does all in his power to assist in the im- 


husbandry on his 160-acre farm ever since. 


provement of his county; is a hberal supporter 
of worthy movements, and is a strong advocate of 
free schools. Politically he is a Republican. His 


marriage with Miss Anna Noblin occurred in 1849, 


| Church. 


Mrs. Surridge is the owner of 380 | 


three | 


_ and by her he became the father of eleven children, 


tive of whom are now living: G. W., who resides 
in the county; F. M.; Mary E., wife of Jolin Kin- 
caid; Samuel T. and Benjamin F. His wife and 
eldest three children are members of the Baptist 
Prior to the Rebellion he served in the 
State militia as first lieutenant, and has held the 
same position since. 

Richard Sweeza. In giving a history of Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., the name of Mr. Sweeza 
deserves honorable mention, for he has always 
been industrious and enterprising, and has ever 
aided enterprises which tend to the interests of the 
county. 
the Ist of February, 1837, and is one of two sur- 


He was born near where he now lives, on 


viving members (the other survivor being Nancy 
Jane, the wife of Joseph Thomas, a farmer of the 
county) of a family of nine children born to Rich- 
ard and Matilda (Bigger) Sweeza, both of whom 
were born in Missouri, former's birth occurring 
in Carter County. They were reared to maturity 
and married in that State,and after the celebration 
of their nuptials they resided in Carter County 
several years, then came to Randolph County, 
Ark., being among the very first settlers of the 
county. 
wild animals at that time, but Mr. Sweeza began 
to clear a farm, and followed this occupation in con- 


The country was full of Indians and 


nection with blacksmithing throughout life, accu- 


| mulating thereby a large amount of property. He 


died in 1841, when a comparatively young man, 
his widow afterward becoming the worthy com- 
panion of Randolph Cook, of Illinois, and her 
Both Mr. 
Sweeza were members of the Methodist 


death occurred in that State, in 1855. 
and Mrs. 
Episcopal Church, South, and he was of French 
descent. Richard Sweeza, the immediate subject 
of this sketch, received his early education at 
home, and made his home with his stepfather, Mr. 
Cook, until the opening of the Rebellion, when he 
enlisted in Company C, of the Eighth Arkansas 
Infantry, Confederate States Army, and was on 
active duty east of the Mississippi River until the 
close of the war. He was in twenty-three regular 
battles of 


Perryville, 


engagements, among which were the 


Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 





Atlanta, Nashville, Missionary Ridge and many | 


others. 
upper lip, at Atlanta, and also at Ringgold Gap by 
a shell striking the lock of his gun and bursting. 
At Atlanta he was taken prisoner, but was re-taken 
by his friends ten minutes later, and in this en- 
gagement his whole command was captured with 
the exception of twenty men. He saw some very 
hard service, and after the war he returned home 
with the consciousness of having been a brave and 


faithful soldier. Like his father before him he 


has always been engaged in farming and black- | 


smithing; and although he commenced life for him- 
self with little or 
well, and now owns 200 acres of excellent land. 


no means, 


was killed during the war. 


earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal 


Church, South, and three years later Mr. Sweeza | 


wedded Mrs. Sarah A., the widow of Marion Rus- 


sell. She was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., De- 


cember 14, 1834, and both are now members of the | 


Methodist Episcopal Church, he being a steward 
in the same. 
one of the enterprising men of the county. 

John 8. Tanner, merchant of Kingsville, Ark., 
needs no introduction to the people of Randolph 


He is a Democrat politically, and is 


back to 1875, and although his name has never 


been thrust before the public for purposes of — 
notoriety, he is one of the county’s most successful | 


young business men. He was born in Fulton 
County, Ark., March 1, 1864, and is a son of Will- 


in 1834. 
moved from there to Fulton County, Ark., being 
among its earliest settlers, but in IS75 came to 
Randolph County. The father had been familiar 
with merchandising from earliest boyhood, but a 
short time prior to his death, which occurred on 
the 16th of October, 1888, he had: retired from 
the active duties of business life, und left af- 


He was wounded by a musket ball in the | 


he has succeeded | 
in his third year) and Lula. 
In 1867 he was united in marriage to Mrs. Louisa | 
Jane (Russell) Bigger, a daughter of Col. James — 
G. Russell, and the widow of Ransom Bigger, who | 
She died in 1870, an | 


They were married in that county, and | 


fairs to the management of his son. He was also 
engaged in farming, was a Mason, a Democrat, and 
while in Tennessee held the oftice of constable, and 
after coming to Arkansas was justice of the peace 
for several years. He served in the Confederate 
army throughout the war, and was a participant in 
a number of important engagements. His widow 
now resides in Kingsville, Ark., and both were 
members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
Of their nine children our subject is the third, 
and eight of the family are now living: Mary F. 
(Blackwell), Nancy W. (Baker), John 8., William 
S. (who is deputy clerk of Randolph County), Sarah 
A., Emma J., Ida B., Arthur A. (who died when 
John S. Tanner’s 
early scholastic advantages were received in his na- 
tive county, and were such as the common schools 
afforded, but these advantages he improved to the 
utmost, and he is now acknowledged by all to be 
one of the bright, energetic and enterprising young 
men of the county. In later years he finished his 
education in the Cumberland University at Leban- 
on, Tenn., and was one of its most substantial stu- 
dents. February 3, 1884, he was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Nora Ann Fuller, a daughter of 


Albert Fuller. She was born in Grayson County, 


| Ky., and is the mother of two children: Nellie G. 


and Guy W. Mr. Tanner and wife are in commu- 


_nion with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
County, for his connection with its affairs dates | 


and as far as his political views are concerned Mr. 
Tanner has followed in the footsteps of his father, 
being a staneh Democrat. 

Samuel W. Thompson, although just in the 
prime of life, has made his way to the front ranks 


_ among the energetic farmers of this county, and 
iam W. and Sarah Ann (Reeves) Tanner, both of | 
whom were born in Obion County, Tenn., the | 
former’s birth occurring in 1832, and the latter's | 


owing to the attention he has always paid to each 
minor detail, he has accumulated a fair share of 
this world’s goods. He is a native-born resident 
of the county, his birth occurring on the Yth of 
December, 1845, and he is ason of William and 
Mary (McLean) Thompson, who were also well 
The father was born in Virginia, 
March 3, 1815, and when a child only seven years 


known here. 


of age, he was taken to Knox County, Tenn.. by an 
uncle, whence, after remaining there a short time, le 
came to Arkansas, and became interested in farm- 
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ing and wagon making, which occupations he fol- 
lowed for many years. After the war, he farmed 
exclusively, and was school commissioner for years, 
also county and probate judge, and was filling the 


appointed to the same position after the cessation 
of hostilities. He was a well-known and respected 
citizen, and he and his wife, whose native State was | 


Missouri, having been born there in 1516, were 


members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. Her death occurred in this county in 1856. 
He died November 23, 1853. During early times, 
meetings were held in their house in lieu of a pub- 
lic building, and for years he was superintendent 
of the Methodist Sunday-school. 
long Democrat and Mason, and was an active 
worker for all causes tending to the good of the 
county. His father, who was born in Ireland, 
at an early day came to the United States and | 
settled in Virginia, but afterward returned to Ire- 
land, and was never afterward heard from. The 
maternal grandfather, William McLean, was a Vir- 
ginian, who removed to Kentucky, thence to Cape 
Girardeau County, Mo., and afterward to Ran- 
dolph County, Ark., and in the latter county took 





ford County, Tenn., April 20, 1849, and is the 


_ mother of six children: Beatrice, Hettie E., Will- 
iam A., Edward, Eugene and Marion E. 
| Augustus and Luther are deceased. 
latter position at the opening of the Rebellion, being | 
_ of H. 


Willie, 
Mr. Thomp- 
son is a Royal Arch Mason, and belongs to the K. 


J. P. Throgmorton, M. D., who is numbered 
among the successful members of the medical fra- 
ternity in Randolph County, Ark., came originally 


from Henry County, Tenn., where he was born 
_ January 4, 1836. 
| Throgmorton, his parents, were born in the ** Old 
_ North State,’’ but were married and resided in 


Richard and Elsie (Barnwell) 


| Henry County, Tenn., where the father was killed 


He was a life- | 


| the eldest. 


during the Rebellion by guerrillas. He was a 


_ farmer and carpenter, and in his political views 


was an old-line Wnig. He served several years as 
justice of the peace, and he and wife were mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church. Four of their chil- 
dren grew to maturity, of whom our subject is 


His early youth was passed in the 


| State of his birth, and there he was favored with a 
_ good education, being a student for some time in 


up his abode on the farm on which our subject is — 


now residing. To William and Mary Thompson 
eleven children were born, of whom the following 


are living: John B., aresident of Washington Terri- 


and Samuel W. The latter acquired a fair knowl- 
edge of the English branches in the common schools 
of his native county, and remained at home assist- 
ing his father until 1863, when he enlisted in Capt. 
Connor’s company, Confederate States army, Cav- 


1865, when he was discharged at Jacksonport, Ark. 
He started for himself with no means, but now has 
320 acres of some of the best land in the county, 


and is considered one of its best farmers. He isa 


Bethel College, in Carroll County, Tenn., where 
he was a faithful and conscientious student. He 
remained with his parents on the farm until 1559, 


_ but that work not being at all suited to his tastes 


he began taking medical lectures in the University 


_ of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, and there dis. 
tory; David D., a farmer of Randolph County, Ark., | 


tinguished himself by his faithful application, as 
well as at school. After leaving that college he 
spent a short time in Illinois; then returned to 
Tennessee, and after residing there until the spring 
of 1865 he moved to Williamson County, Ill.. and 


_ there located and pursued the practice of his pro- 
alry service, and was on active duty until June 5, © 


Democrat in politities, and in 1874 was elected | 
county assessor, also to the office of justice of | 


the peace, and filled both positions with much 


credit to himself for four years. December 20, 


| in 1874. 


1866, be was married to Maria E. Adams, a daugh- | 


ter of William H. Adams. She was born in Bed- | 


fession until 1S71, when he came to Arkansas and lo- 
cated on the farm on which he is now residing. The 
following year he returned to the State of Illinois 
on account of the ill-health of his wife, but after 
her death, which occurred in 1873, in Williamson 
County, he determined to improve his medical edu- 
cation, and again entered the University of Penn- 
sylvania, from which institution he was graduated 
Soon after this he returned to Randolph 
County, where he has since been engaged in a gen- 
eral practice, and the suecess which has attended 
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his efforts in healing the sick is shown by the ex- | 


tended territory over which he practices. He also 
successfully conducts his home farm, which com- 
prises a tract of 300 acres, and he also owns an- 
His farm’ is 
finely located and improved, and he has one of the 


other farm, in which are 120 acres. 


handsomest residences in the county and a fine | 
barn for his stock and grain, all the result of his 
In 1864 he was married to Miss Caro- | 


own work. 
‘line Davidson, a native of Henry County, Tenn., 
who died in Illinois as above stated. Two of the 
three children born to their union are living: 
Richard, and Rosa Lee, the wife of Jobn Earley, 
a farmer of the county. Laura died in infancy. 
March 17, 1870, the Doctor’s nuptials with Miss 
Pollie E. Barnett were consummated. She was 
born in Williamson County, Ill., and died July 
14, 1873, having borne two children: Hiram L. 
(at home) and Ann E. (deceased). September 10, 
1874, Isabel Lentz, a daughter of Eli Lentz, of 
Williamson County, Ill., became his wife. She 
was born in that county on the 22d of January, 
1859, and she and the Doctor are the parents of 
the following family: Frederick E., Clara A., 
Helen, Viola N., James G., Edna, and Clara A. 
who is deceased. Mrs. Throgmorton is a member 
of the Missionary Baptist Church; the Doctor is a 
Mason in good standing, and in his political views 


is a stanch Republican. He is one of the public- 


spirited men of the county, and at all times sup-— 


ports worthy enterprises, being especially the friend 
of education. 

W. H. Tipton, blacksmith and farmer of Little 
Black Township, Randolph County, Ark., was 
born in Boone County, Mo., June 26, 1532, and is 
one of nine surviving members of a family of ten 
children born to Samuel and Sarah (Lynch) Tipton, 
whose native States were Kentucky and Virginia, 
respectively. The father 
about 1828, and was a successful farmer of Boone 


removed to Missouri 


County for six or seven years, but the most of his 
attention was given to the trade of blacksmithing. 
In 1837 he moved to Macon County, and settled in 
Bloomington, where he worked at blacksmithing 
for several years, and then bought a farm on which 


he settled. From 1846 until the breaking out of 








the war he resided in Schuyler County, Mo., but 


| in the tirst year of the Rebellion he was taken 


prisoner by the Union army, and since that time 
no knowledge of him has ever come to the family. 
He was a member of the Baptist Church, and his 
marriage occurred in 1827. His widow resides in 
Towa, and their children are as follows: W. H., 
John T. (in Virginia), Samuel (in Iowa), James (in 
Nebraska), Harrison (deceased, whose family re- 
side in Montana), Elizabeth (the deceased wife of 
Ezariah Padgett, of Texas), Mary F. (wife of H. 
C. Grimes, 2 traveling salesman, who resides in 


| Plattsmouth, Mo.) and Sarah (wife of James Van 


Cleve, a farmer). W. H. Tipton started out to 
struggle with the world at the age of eighteen 
years, and although his early education was neg- 
lected he is accounted one of the inteiligent and 
He first went to 
California, where he was engaged in mining three 
years, but returned in 1854 via the Gulf of Mexico, 
and landed in New York City. From there he 


well-posted men of the county. 


_ proceeded to Schuyler County, Mo., and began as- 


sisting his father in the blacksmith shop, continu- 
ing this until the breaking out of the Rebellion, 
when he joined the Confederate army under Capt. 
McCullough, but was on detail the most of the 


time, being engaged in shoeing horses. After 
the close of hostilities he went to Dlinois with 


Judge J. H. Richardson of this county, and re- 
mained there until 1866, when he moved to Ran- 
dolph County and settled in Little Black Town- 


| ship, where he went to farming and blacksmithing, 


and has continued these occupations up to the 
present time. He owns 240 acres of land, and has 
given two of his sons eighty acres each, besides 
much personal property. May 31, 1855, he was 
married to Miss Harriet E. Wadsworth, of Llinois, 
three 
died in infancy; Mary E., deceased wife of B. J. 
Norris, of Texas; 


and their nine children were as follows: 


Claiborne W., who was acci- 
dentally killed, being fatally crushed by a log 
while he was working in a saw-mill, his death oc 
curring January 30, 1888, in his twenty-fourth 
year; S.C., residing in Pocahontas; Robert E. 5.. 
Bs: Mr. and Mrs. 


Tipton are members of the Baptist Church, and 


at home; and Antoinette. 
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| 
he is a member of the A. F. & A. M., his chil. | 
dren, 8. C., B.S. and Antoinette, also being mem- | 
bers of the Baptist Church. 
Robert E. 5. Tipton was born in Randolph Coun- 
ty, Ark., September 26, 1867, and married, No- 
vember 8, 1888, Miss Amelia A. Smith, whose | 
birth occurred in Marshall County, Ky., December 
11, 1867. 
John W. Tweedy, farmer, Lima, Ark. To the 
the person who closely apples himself to any oc- 
cupation which he has chosen as his calling in life, 
there can only come one result—that of success, 
and a high place in the esteem of those among 
whom he has made his home. And Mr. Tweedy — 
is no exception to the rule, for it has only been by | 
industry and strict attention to agricultural pur- | 
suits that he has attained to the position which | 
he now enjoys. He was born in Virginia Febru- 
ary 6, 1838, and passed his youthful days on the | 
farm in Randolph County, whither his parents had | 
moved in 1839. 
in the public schools of this county, also in the sub- 


He is a Democrat. 


He received a limited education | 


scription schools, and at the age of twenty-one 
commenced life for himself by engaging in agri- 
cultural pursuits on his own land in this county. | 
He has since continued in the same business, which | 
has been his life occupation. On the Ist of Au- | 
gust, 1858, his marriage with Miss Cynthia H. 
Stubblefield, of this county, was consummated. 
She is the daughter of Coleman Stubbletield, one 
of the oldest settlers of Randolph County, who | 
came here as early as 1802, and was the third 
man to settle on Eleven Points; the other two be- 
ing Phelan Stubblefield (a brother) and William | 
Looney (a cousin), who were there but a short | 
time before him, as all came in the same year from 

Tennessee. Mr. and Mrs. Stubbletield reared a | 
family of children, one of whom died young: | 
Abraham, deceased, whose family lives in this | 


county; Nettie, deceased wife of Thomas John- 
son, who is a farmer, and lives in Lawrence Coun- 
ty, Ark.; Absalom, deceased, was a farmer, and 
county ; 
of Thomas Rice, a farmer, who lives in this coun- 

ty; Elizabeth, widow of W. Spikes, another resi- 

dent of this county; Lettie, deceased wife of , 


resided in this Nancy, deceased wife | 


_ abled for a few days. 


| home and went immediately to farming. 


William White, who is also a resident of this 
county; Robin, deceased at the age of twenty- 


seven years; Martha, deceased at the age of twen- 


_ ty-two years, and Redmond, deceased at the age 


Before the war Mr. Stubblefield 
was a colonel inthe State militia; he was a member 


of twelve years. 


of the Masonic fraternity, and he and his wife were 


members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Stubblefield died in 1549, at about the age of fif- 


ty-six years, and Mrs. Stubblefield died in 1862, 


at the age of sixty-one years. Mr. and Mrs. John 


| W. Tweedy were the parents of three children, all 


deceased: Martha, died at the age of three months; 
Nettie L., wife of Thomas H. Wells. died at the 
age of twenty-five years, leaving two children 
(John D. and Maud G.), and Laura D., who died 
at the age of three years and three months. Mr. 
Tweedy served three years in the Confederate 
army under Gen. Price, and participated in several 
raids made by that general. 
wounded once by a spent ball, but was only dis- 


He was slightly 


In 1865, June 5th, he sur- 
and then came 
He 
owned, at the close of the war, 240 acres of land, 
with about forty acres under cultivation. He is 
now the owner of 235 acres, with eighty acres 
under cultivation, but he gave his daughter (Mrs. 


rendered at Jacksonport, Ark., 


| Wells, now deceased), 600 acres at the time of ber 


marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Tweedy are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and have been so 


for a number of years. She was born in 1828. 


| Mr. Tweedy is a member of the A. F. & A. M., 


and in polities affihates with the Democratic party. 
His parents, Watson D. and Martha E. (Spikes) 
Tweedy, were natives, respectively, of Virginia and 
Tennessee. The father was reared to farm life in 
his native State, and remained there until about 
twenty-two years old, when he moved to Tennessee. 
Here he was married, and afterward he returned to 
Virginia, where he remained until 1839, when he 
moved to Randolph County, Ark. There he died 
in 1873. He had been twice married, first to Miss 
Martha E. Spikes, and by her became the father 
of three children, viz.: John W., Joseph (deceased) 


and R. A., who lives inthis county. Mrs. Tweedy 
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was born in 1817, and died in 1843. She was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. For 
his second wife Mr. Tweedy took Miss Nancy Ras- 
berry, of Mississippi, in 1847, and she bore him 


following children: James (deceased) whose widow > 


lives in Jackson County, Ark.; Watson died at the 
age of twenty-one; Jane died at the age of twenty 
years; Marion died at the age of nineteen years; 
Lee died at the age of eighteen years; Amanda is 
the wife of John Coffman, and Mary is the wife of 
G. W. Morgan, and has one child. Mrs. Tweedy 
died in 1877. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Watson D. Tweedy had but 
a limited education, and followed agricultural 
pursuits all his life. He became comfortably 


fixed, and his honesty and liberality in all things | 


won him a host of friends. He was never very 
active in politics; he was a consistent member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


James M. Vandereriff. who is a prosperous 
Lan} 


agriculturist of Eleven Points Township, was born | 


near where he now lives on the Ist of October, 
1848, and is a son of Ruffin and Jane (Garrett) 
Vandergriff, who were born in North Carolina, in 
1812 and 1814, respectively. They were both 
taken by their parents to McCracken County, Ky., 
in their youth, and were there reared and married, 
coming, in 1S44, to Randolph County. Ark., where 
the father died January 16, 1879. He (the father) 


learned the blacksmith’s trade in his youth, and | 


followed it, in connection with farming, up to the 
time of his death. His principles were sound, and 
the people showed their appreciation of his efforts 
by electing him to the position of justice of the 
peace for twelve years. He was a life-long Demo- 
erat, and served a short time in the Confederate 
army. His widow survives him. 
griff, the paternal grandfather, was of German 
descent, was born in Pennsylvania, and died in 
Kentucky. The Garrett family are of Scotch 
descent. Nine of their ten children are now liv- 
ing: James M.; Mary E., wife of A. Y. McIlroy, of 
Texas; Jasper P. and Joseph N., farmers, of Ran- 
dolph County; Jacob R., a farmer, of Independence 
County, Ark.; Martha J., wife of Mose Lane, a 


farmer, of Shannon County, Mo.; Sarah C., wife 





Jacob Vander-. , 


| of RB. J. McIlroy, of this county; Jesse A., of Erath 


County, Tex., and Emma E., wife of Boyd Ellis, 
of this county: John W. is deceased. James M. 
Vandergriff received his education in Randolph 
County, and since twenty years of age has been in 
business for himself, his attention being given to 
the blacksmith’s trade as well as farming, carpen- 
tering and cabinet making. His enterprises have 
met with the desired result, and he now owns a 
He 
is a Democrat,and during 1884 and 1885 he served 


as justice of ‘the peace. 


tract of fertile land amounting to 200 acres. 


His marriage was cele- 
brated on the 9th of February, 18638, his wife being 
a Miss Elizabeth Bryan, a daughter of F. M. 
Bryan. She was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., 
March 14, 1852, and to their union the following 
children have been born: Ellar Jacob Milton, 
Myrtie, James Burley and Ada E. Mr. and Mrs. 
Vandergriff are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, and he is one of the wide-awake and pro- 
gressive farmers of the county. 
Daniel Wyatt was born in Stewart County, 
Tenn., July 29, 1830, and is a son of David and 
Jansey Wyatt (maiden name Nickols), who were 
natives of the State of Tennessee, the former's 
birth occurring in 1804, and the latter, in 1806. 
They both died in Randolph County, Ark., the 
father November 10, 1857, and the mother July 29, 
1858. They were married in Tennessee in 1823, 
and in 1833 moved to Cape Girardeau County, 
Mo., and in 1837 to Lawrence County, Ark., com- 
ing in 1841 to Randolph County, Ark. Both were 
members of the Baptist Church. and he was a 
member of Randolph Lodge No. 71, A. F. & A. 
M., and a Democrat. He worked at the black- 
smith trade in connection with farming, and was 
His father, Daniel 
Wyatt, was a very early settler of Tennessee, and 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and the 
War of 1812, being a participant in the battle of 
New Orleans, at which place he died of small. 
pox on the Ilth day of February, 1815. There 
were born to the marriage of David and Jansey 
Wyatt ten of Daniel was the 
fourth child; three of the family are now living: 
Evaline, wife of Redding Vandergriff, a physician 


successful in both enterprises. 


children, whom 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





and surgeon, and a farmer of Old Round Rock, 
Tex.; Daniel, who resides in Randolph County, 
Ark., and Albert P., who went to California in 
1859, and has been mining in the west since 
then. Daniel received his education in Randolph 
County, Ark., and worked on his father’s farm 
until twenty-three years of age, when he located 
on the farm where he now lives. then consisting of 
eighty acres, to which he has since added 700 acres. 
November 10, 1852, he was married to Nancy C. 
Burrow, a daughter of Jesse Burrow. She was 
born in Jackson County, Ala., March 27, 1832, 
and died in Randolph County, Ark., on the 30th 














of September, 1868. She bore five children, three 
of whom are now living: lLeetha C., wife of J. 
T. Bennett, a farmer of Cooke County, Tex.; Ella, 
' wife of J. W. Knoy, a farmer of Kanfman County, 
Tex., and Marion, a farmer of Randolph County, 
Ark. November 10, 1868, was the date of Mr. 
Wyatt’s second marriage, it being with Bethany J. 
Flanery, a daughter of John Flanery. She was 
born in Arkansas on the 30th of September, 
1832, was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and died on the 25th of July, 1880, 
having become the mother of three children: 
Marvin, John, and Nancy J., who is now the 
wife of Charles H. Tyler, a farmer of Randolph 
County, Ark. Mr. Wyatt's third marriage took 
place September 23, 1880, his wife being a Mrs. 
Ellen A. Chesser (her maiden name was Ellis), 
whose birth occurred on December 13, 1842, in 
Davidson County, Tenn. They have one child: 
Jethro, born May 5, 1881. Mrs. Wyatt is a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church, and Mr. Wyatt be- 
longs to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
In the month of September, 1862, he enlisted in 
Capt. Wyatt’s company (C), in Col. Shaver’s 
regiment of infantry, Confederate States army, 
months, 


and served eighteen participating in 


mapy skirmishes. In 1876 he was elected to the 
office of justice of the peace, which position he 
held for several years, and in ISSO he was elected 
county and probate judge of Randolph County, 
Ark., but did not wish to serve longer than one 
term. He isa member of Randolph Lodge No. 


71, A. F. & A. M., and of the Knights of Honor, 


belonging also to the Masonic Mutual Relief Asso- 
ciation of Arkansas. He is a Democrat politically. 

David RK. Weakley, M. D., of Kingsville, has 
for the past four years been prominently associated 
with the professional interests of Randolph County, 
and is deserving of more than a passing mention 
in any history of the same. He was born in Dick- 
son County, Tenn., on the 4th of March, 1847, and 
was the sixth of eight children, two now living, 
born to the marriage of David C. Weakley and Isa- 
bella Gleaves, who were born in Robertson and 
After their 
marriage they moved to Dyer County, Tenn., in 
1858, where the father became a successful agri- 
culturist, and although a heavy loser by the war, 
he was a well-to-do man at the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1873, at the age of sixty four 
His wife’s death occurred about 1853, 
when still a young woman, and he afterward wed- 
ded Miss Elizabeth Brigham, who is now residing 


Dickson Counties, Tenn., respectively. 


years. 


in Dyer County, Tenn. He was a Mason and a 
Democrat, and he and both his wives were members 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Chureh. David R. 
Weakley, after attending the common schools in 
youth, entered Newbern College, where he received 
an excellent education, but left his books in 1863 
to enlist in the army, becoming 4 member of Com- 
pany B, Tenth Tennessee Cavalry, in which he 
served until the Rebellion was quelled. participat- 
ing in the battles at Guutown, Miss., and Cold- 
water. Desiring to enter professional life, he en- 
tered upon the study of medicine under Dr. R. N. 
Fryer, of Newbern, and applied himself with ener- 
gy and perseverance to his books, and in 1871-72 
attended lectures in the Nashville University, grad- 
uating in the latter year. He commenced active 
practice in Dyer County, Tenn., but a short time 
thereafter came to Arkansas, locating in Greene 
County, and still later in Clay County, on Blue 
Cane Island. His next move was to Oak Bluff, and 
after a residence of four years at this point he set- 
tled at Knobel Station, on the Iron Mountain Rail- 
road, remaining until 1SS5, since which time he has 
been a resident of Kingsville, where be has estab- 
lished himself substantially as a prominent member 
of the medical profession, and it is conceded that 
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he has proven himself one of the skillful practition- 
ers of the county. He isa Royal Arch Mason, 
and bas served as Master of his lodge. Politically 
his views are in accord with the Democratic party, 
and in religion he is a member of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. Onthe Sth of March, 1872, 
the Doctor’s union with Miss Drusilla Curtis was 
celebrated. She was a daughter of Clement and 
Sally Curtis, of Crockett County, Tenn., and is also 
a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

Marshall Weaver is a representative of a well- 
known family in this county, his parents, Joseph 
and Harriet E. (Abbott) Weaver, having come here 
from the State of Kentucky in 1856. 
States were Tennessee and North Carolina, re- 
spectively, in the former of which they were mar- 
ried about 1835; they made their home there un- 
til about 1842, and from that time until the year 
1856 Mr. Weaver resided in Kentucky. 
ing to Arkansas, he purchased 320 acres of land 


Their native 


After com- 


at 124 cents per acre, and was engaged in im- 
proving this farm until 1862 or 1863, when he sold 
out and returned to Kentucky. 
moved to Butler County, Mo., and at the end of 
two years went back to Kentucky, and there died 
in 1876, his wife’s death having occurred in 1852; 
both lie buried at Spring Creek Church, in Graves 
County, Ky. 
children, of whom the following lived to be grown: 
John N., who lives in Missouri; Samuel, who re- 
sides in Alabama; Asher, 
Marshall, of this county; Jasper and Joseph, who 
died after reaching maturity. After the death of his 
first wife, Mr. Weaver wedded Sarah A. Proffit, of 
North Carolina, their union taking place in Ken- 
tucky, and four of their five children lived to be 
grown: A. J., of Kentucky, Thomas J., Louis G., 
also of that State, and George W., who died after 
reaching maturity. 
in 1878, an 
Church. 


1845, and began working for himself at the age of 


From there he re- 


They were the parents of nine 


a resident of Missouri; 


This wife died in Kentucky, 
of the Christian 
Marshall Weaver was born February 26, 


earnest member 


fourteen years as a farm hand in the State of Ken- 

tucky, but removed, in 1862, to Gallatin County, 

Ill., where he joined the United States Army, two 

years later, being a member of Company C, Six- 
28 


teenth Kentucky Battalion, which was consolidated 
with the Twelfth Regiment of Kentucky Cavalry. 
He served until the final surrender, and took part 
ina number of battles and skirmishes, being one of 
At Nicholas- 
ville, Ky., he was accidentally shot by a comrade, 


the men that followed ap Morgan. 


the wound being in the left leg, and spent some 
time in Camp Nelson hospital; he still suffers 
After being 
discharged in August, 1865, he returned to Ili- 


severely from his wound at times. 


nois, but only remained a short time, then returned 
to Kentucky, and commenced farming and black- 
smithing. He was married in Cairo, Hl., in 1866, 
his wife having been born in Mississippi. December 
4, 1850, and to them were born nine children, tive 
of whom are now living: Eddie A., born August 
21, 1870; Asher, born September 15, 1875; James 
L., born May 15, 1851; Robert, born November 4, 
1884, and Clara B., born August 21, 1886. 
Those deceased are Joseph, Bettie, born April 4, 
1874; Samuel and Adir (twins), born December, 


25, 1873. Mr. and Mrs. Weaver are members of 


the Christian Church, and he is a Republican po- 


litically. 
ing 280 acres, and has about 100 acres under culti- 
vation, well improved with good bruildings. Mrs. 
Weaver is a daughter of William and Diana 
(Dobbs) Head, who were the parents of nine chil- 
dren, six of whom lived to be grown, and four of 


He is the owner of a fine farm compris- 


whom are now living: Talitha, wife of Benjamin 
Hancock; Bettie, widow of Thomas Hall: Eva, wife 
R. King, and Mrs. Weaver. Mr. Head served in 
the Confederate army a short time, and died in 
1862, in Mississippi. His widow moved to Lllinois, 
She and 
Mr. Head were members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

John Wells was born in Washington County, 
Mo., January +, 1821, but has been a resident of 
Randolph County, Ark., since 1821. His parents, 
Thomas H. and Barbara (Maybary) Wells, were 


and was married a second time in Cairo. 


born in South Carolina and Virginia in 1796 and 
1798, Ark., in 
1869 and 1866, respectively. They were both 


and died in Randolph County, 


taken to Davidson County, Tenn., by their parents 
when young, and there they grew to maturity and 
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married, shortly after the latter event moving to 
Randolph County, Ark., where they resided until 
1820, at that time taking up their abode in Wash- 
ington County, Mo. After a short residence here 
they became dissatistied and returned to Arkansas, 
where they spent the rest of their days. He 
served in the War of 1812, under Jackson and 
Coffee, and was at the battle of Coosa. His 
youth was spent in learning the tanner’s and black- 
smith’s trades, but he afterward gave up these oc- 
cupations to engage in farming, and in this he was 
very 
Democrat. 


successful. Politically he was a life-long 
He and wife became the parents of 
fourteen sonsand one daughter. Seven sons were 
in the Confederate army, serving all through the 
war, and returned home alive and well. John 
Wells spent his youth in learning the tanner’s 


trade and attending school, and in connection with 


farming he was engaged in tanning up to the 


breaking out of the war. He was in the commis- 
sary department in 1863, but afterward joined Capt. 
Mitchell’s regiment, and was in the battles of Iron- 
ton and Lexington, and in numerous skirmishes. 
By his readiness to adopt new inventions, and by 
industry, he has been remarkably successful, and 
now owns 1,100 acres of fertile land, with about 
300 acres under cultivation. July 138, 1848, he 
married Harriet Aleorn, who was born on the farm 
where Mr. Wells now lives, February 5, 1828, a 
daughter of Isham Alcorn. To them were born 
nine children: Margaret E., wife of Shelton White, 
a farmer of the county; Susan. wife of James 
McLain, of Floyd County, Tex.; Thomas H., a 
farmer of this county: Lola M., wife of Robert 
Stubbletield, ‘of this county; Mollie J., wife of 
Rufus C. Dalton, of Oregon County, Mo.; Maud 
G., wife of Frank Rickman, residing on her 
father’s farm, and James P. Those deceased are 
Maria J. and William M. Mr. and Mrs. Wells 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and heis a Mason and a Democrat. 
Thomas H. Wells, though now only thirty-three 
years of age, has won an excellent reputation as a 
farmer and stock raiser of Randolph County. He 
is a native-born resident of this county, his birth 


occurring in 1856, and here his boyhood days were — 


land and made himself a 





HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 


spent in attending the common schools, and in do- 
ing farm work. At the age of twenty-five years 
he was married to Miss Nettie Tweedy, also a na 
tive of Randolph County, born in 1863, and their 
John D. 
Mrs. Wells died May 31, 1588. 


After their marriage they located on the farm on 


union was blessed with two children: 


and Maude G. 


which Mr. Wells is now residing, his land em- 
bracing over J41 acres; but the most of his atten- 
tion has been devoted to raising a good grade of 
stock, such as cattle, mules and hogs. He now has 
on hand 140 head of cattle, some of which are 
well graded, and his annual profits on his stock, 
Although 
a non-partisan in his political views, he has always 
voted the Democratic ticket, and supports the men 
and measures of his party. 


which he fattens and ships, are large. 


He is a man posses 
sing admirable traits of character, and has taken 
a position of more than ordinary prominence in 
the material affairs ot the county, and the reputa 
tion which Randolph County is securing as one of 
the richest farming and stock counties of the 
Although 
his early educational advantages were somewhat 
limited, he has become one of the most intelligent 
men of the county, this being in a great measure 
acquired by reading and contact with the business 
affairs of life. 


State is due to such men as our subject. 


He is a warm friend of education, 
aud takes an active part in all movements tending 
to benefit or encourage school facilities hereabouts. 

Henry White, farmer, Davidson Township, 
Randolph County, Ark. The subject of this sketch 
needs no introduction to the people of Randolph 
County, Ark., for he is one of the most esteemed 
and suecessful agriculturists of the same, and is 
one whose honesty and uprightness have never been 
questioned. He is a native of this county, his 
birth occurring in the year 1541, and is a son of 
Howell White, a native of North Carolina. The 
elder White came to Arkansas when a young man, 
and was here married in 1840 to Miss Elizabeth 
Stubblefield, a this State. He then 
settled on Dry Creek. Davidson Township, entered 


native of 


home. He remained 
there until 1846, when he sold his farm with the 
intention of moving to the Lone Star State, but 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 








was taken sick and died at the home of his broth- | 


er-in law, Joseph Stubblefield. To his marriage 
were born three children, two now living, Henry 
Mrs. White 
died within an hour of her husband, and both are 
buried in one grave. 
Presbyterian Church, and he was a Democrat in 
politics. Henry White was reared by his uncle, 
and received but a meager education in the sub- 
scription schools of that section. In 
joined the Confederate army, Company K, Eighth 
Arkansas Infantry, under Capt. Wright, and served 
four years, participating in the following battles: 


They were members of the | 


1861 he | 


Shiloh, Perryville, Murfreesboro, Siege of Corinth,’ | 


besides a number of minor engagements. At 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., he was wounded above the 
knee in both legs, and also received a severe wound 
in the shoulder. 
days and nights before being sent to the hospital, 
and after being placed there he was taken pris- 


oner. He was sent thence to Nashville, Tenn., 


and was only kept there one month, when he was | 
Two months later he | 


removed to Louisville, Ky. 
was sent to Cedar Point, Va., and exchanged. He 
was not able to do service, so he returned home 


' the birth of five children: 


He was left on the tield two | 
| the Christian Church, and he has shown his 


John C. Wisner, dealer in real estate, at Reyno, 
Ark., has been actively engaged in the business of 
real estate since 1885. His early education was 
acquired in the public schools of Cumberland 
County, Ill. At the age of seventeen he left his 
home to seek his fortune, and came to Randolph 
County, Ark.; was engagedin tilling the soil in 
Cherokee, being on Current and Black Rivers until 
1885, at which time he commenced the real estate 
business and the study of law. He owns 7U0 
acres of land, besides a large amount of live prop- 
erty, and has acquired his possessions by goed 
business ability and energy. In 1870 he was mar- 
ried to Miss Sarah Womack, a native of Randolph 
County, Ark., and their union has been blessed in 
Nannie, who is a suc- 
cessful teacher in the county; James M., John H.., 
Alcie L. and Sula. Mrs. Wisner is a member of 
ap- 


_ proval of secret organizations by becoming a mem- 


and remained there until cessation of hostilities, en- | 


gaged in tilling the soil on rented land. In 1867 he 
took a trip through Kansas, Indian Territory and 
Texas, and spent a year thus employed. 
he purchased his present property, consisting of 
160 acres, at Eleven Poinis, and has improved 
He raises corn, wheat 
He makes a business of 


eighty-five acres of this. 
and oats, but no cotton. 

breeding all kinds of stock, more especially mules. 
In 1869 Mr. White married Miss Sarah Barnett, 
who died the year of her marriage, and in 1882 
he wedded Miss Mary L. Reynolds, of Randolph 
County. The result of this union was the birth 
of three children: Nora B., born April 15, 1884; 
Keler, born December 27, 1886, and William G., 
born October 22, 1887. The second Mrs. White 


was born November 25, 1864, and is the daugh- | 


ter of J. M. and Minerva (Foster) Reynolds [see 
sketch of Dennis M. Reynolds]. Mr. White is a 
self-made man, and is counted among the best 


farmers of the township. He is a Democrat. 


— 


In 1868 | 


ber of the Masonic order, having been master of 
Reyno Lodge No. 417, for the past seven years. 
The success he has met with bas more than real- 
ized his expectations: he has an extensive acquaint- 
ance, and enjoys a liberal patronage in his business. 
His parents, David T. and Rhoda (Dosier) Wis- 
ner, were born in the District of Columbia and 
Middle Tennessee. respectively. The father wasa 
prosperous merchant, and while Illinois was still a 
territory he moved there and settled in what was 
afterward Cumberland County; in the year 1872 he 
located in Madison County, Mo., where he en- 


gaged in merchandising and milling until his death. 
_ which occurred the following year, at the age of 


seventy-two years. He was a man of. sterling 
principles, and was a citizen who would be wel- 
comedin any locality, for he possessed sound judg- 
ment, was honest to a fault, and was always 
interested in public affairs; his death was a loss to 
the community in which he resided, but his good 
works will always be remembered. His wife died in 
ISS 4, and of the five children born to them, three are 
living: Mathias, who died in Ulinois; Mary A.. 
wife of W. H. Welles, 


James W., now second comptroller of the United 


who resides in Illinois: 


| States treasury; O. B. F., who died in his na- 
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| 
tive county, at the age of twenty-four years, and 


John C. 
Judge A. J. Witt. county judge, Pocahontas, 
Ark. Few men have attained the prominence in | 


Randolph County, in a social as well as a business | 
point of view, that has Judge Witt, who is courte- 
ous and pleasant in all his relations to the public. 
His birth occurred in Weakley, Tenn., on the 31st 
of December, 1855, and he remained in his native 
State until twelve years of age, when he came with 
his parents to Randolph County, Ark. When of a 
suitable age, he had been. placed in private schools, 
where the opportunities afforded were enjoyed to 
the best advantage. After finishing lis scholastic 
training, he engaged in the teacher’s profession, 
and this continued for twelve months, when he was 
appointed deputy sheriff of Randolph County. 
At the end of eighteen months, he again returned 
to teaching school, so continuing for nine months, 
after which he clerked in a store until the fall of 
1882. He was then elected sheriff of the county, 
and served four years. After this he retired from | 
public life. and was engaged in tilling the soil for 
two years. In 18SS, he was elected county judge, 
which office he still fills. Previous to this, on the 
14th of November, 1887, he was appointed to the 
office of postmaster at Pocahontas, which position 
he still holds. For his companion in life, he se- 
lected Miss Ida M. Kibler, a native of Cross Coun- 
ty, Ark., and was married to her on the 3d of May, 
1883. She is the daughter of William Kibler, a 
nativeof North Carolina. To this union were born 
two children, Mary Ethel, at home, and Edith 
Gertrude (deceased). Judge Witt is the owner of 
420 acres of land and considerable town property. 
He has always taken an active part in school work, 
and in everything pertaining to the good of the 
county. Heisa Royal Arch Mason, and a member 
of the K.of H. He is the son of Isaac H. and Mary 
C. (Shelton) Witt, and grandson of Charles Homer 
Witt, a native of East Tennessee, and a farmer by 
occupation. Isaac H. Witt was a native of East 
Tennessee, and his wife of Weakley County, Tenn. 
The maternal grandfather, Jeremiah Shelton, was 
a native of the same State, was a tiller of the soil, , 





_ ing one of the pioneer preachers. 


The Witt fam- 


_ ily were among the first settlers of Gibson County, 
| Tenn. 


The father of Judge Witt is a minister in 
the Missionary Baptist Church, but he has always 
carried on farming in connection with his minis- 
terial duties. He emigrated to Randolph County 
in 1868, and settled in Warm Springs Township, 
where he is residing at the present time. He was 
one of the first Baptist ministers of this county, 
and is still preaching at the present time. The 
mother died on the 30th of August, 1SSS, at the 
age of fifty-six years. They reared a family of 
eight children, Judge Witt being the eldest. The 
remainder are named as follows: Christiana E., 
wife of P. W. Kidd, of Warm Springs Township; 
Cora E., wife of James W. Shaver, of the same 
township; Caleb E., now living at Portia, Ark., 
and is a successful M. D.; Marion J., who died at 
the age of seventeen years; I. R., wife of James 
Williams, of Clay County, Ark.; Lulu S., a teacher, 
residing at home, and William J., at home. 
C.W. Woolley is quite an extensive cotton grow- 
er of Current River Township. Ark., and was born 
in St. Francis County, of the same State, in 1S49. 
He remained in his native county until 1861, then 
came to Randolph County, and soon after moved to 
Jackson County where he remained until 1869, 
after which he again came to Randolph Couaty, 
making his home here three years, taking up his 
abode for the following seven years in Boone 
County. His next change of residence was to the 
Lone Star State, and from there he returned to 
The next 
year he again moved to Boone County, and the fol- 
Randolph 
He has an 
excellent farm, and his land will average one bale 


St. Francis County, Ark., a year later. 


lowing year located permanently in 
County, this being in the year 1885. 


of cotton to the acre, this being his principal prod- 
uct. His views of Arkansas as a stock country are 
quite enthusiastic, and he is giving that branch of 
farming a great deal of attention at the present 
time. Mr. Woolley is not an unreasonable parti- 
san, but has always been a Democrat in his politi- 
cal views, and he belongs to the A. F. & A. M. 


He is ason of J. L. and Serena (Walls) Woolley. 








| and was also a minister tn the Baptist Church, be- | the former of whom was born in Alabama, was a l 
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farmer by occupation, and died in Boone County. 
He was a minister of the Primitive Baptist Church, 
and was a soldier in the Confederate army during 
the Rebellion. C. W. Woolley, our subject, was 


married in Boone County, Ark., to Miss Arkansas 


| Barbee, who was born in Carroll County, Ark., in 
| 1860. They are rearing an adopted child named 
| Mamie Russell. 


tt 


MISSISSIPPI COUNTY—LOCATION, BOUNDARY, TOPOGRAPHY, ETC.—THE EXPEDITION OF DE SoTO INTO 
MISSISSIPPI COUNTY—TOWNS—SETTLEMENTS BY LOCAL NAMES—SECRET SOCIETIES—MILITARY 
AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTY—THE UPRISING OF THE COLORED PEOPLE—OFFICERS OF 
THE COUNTY—TPUBLIC BUILDINGS—POPULATION—LOCAL STATISTICS— 

COUNTY ORGANIZATION—ILEVIES—SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES 
—SELECTED BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 
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“‘Culture’s hand 


Has scatter’d verdure o’er the land; 
And smiles and fragrance rule serene, 
Where barren wild usurp’d the scene.” 






fy tes 


=<°3*HE county of Mississippi, 
ITE in Northeast Arkansas, is 
bounded north by Dunklin 


Missouri, east by the Mis- 
sissippi River, which sep- 
arates it from Dyer, Lau- 
derdale and Tipton Counties in 
Tennessee, south by Crittenden, 
and west by Poinsett and Craig- 
head Counties in Arkansas. It has 
an area of about 865 square miles, 
including its lake and river beds. 
It is watered on the east by the 
Mississippi and tributaries empty - 
ing therein, on the north central 
by Pemiscot Bayou, and on the 
west by Big Lake at the northern 
extremity of the county; Little River, the out- 
let of this lake, and by Tyronza Lake and Bayou. 


and Pemiscot Counties in | 


| Besides these there are many other and smaller 


lakes. As the county has been subject to over- 

flow, its soil is composed of alluvial deposits, has 

great depth and is therefore exceedingly fertile. 
What is now Mississippi County once formed a 


part of Arkansas County, then of Phillips and next 


of Crittenden, and was finally erected into a sepa- 
rate county by the Territorial legislature Novem- 
ber 1, 1833. 

Its original boundaries extended as far west as 
the St. Francis River, and embraced 1,000 square 
miles. The first county seat, which was located 





Novre.—The above early history of Mississippi County 


has been furnished by the Hon. H. M. MeVeich. of 


Osceola, from his manuscript history of the early set- 
tlements of Arkansas, a work on which he has been 
employing his leisure hours for the last three or four 
years. During this time he bas examined and studied the 
original sources of Arkansas history, and personally in- 
terviewed all the surviving old settlers with whom he 
could get an audience, writing down their recollections. 
His work was undertaken solely for the purpose of pre- 
serving that valuable matter which was about to perish 
through the death of old settlers and loss of records. 
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opposite the Chickasaw Bluffs, was called Corn- 
wall. This place was on the site of an old Spanish 


_ statements are not exaggerated. 


encampment and has long since disappeared, and | 


Osceola, the present county seat, was adopted soon 
after. The latter was first incorporated January 
12, 1843, and again October 4, 1875. 

Although this county, from its isolated situa- 
tion, and from being cut off from direct communi- 


the St. Francis preventing communication with 
counties immediately adjoining it), may not be as 


dating as far back as the year 1541. At that 
time its present territory was inhabited by races 
of people almost civilized, living in walled towns 
and cultivating immense fields of Indian corn. 
course the walls of their towns were made of wood, 
and both have long since disappeared; but there re- 
main even at this day evidences of the fact that the 
country was once densely inhabited. The enormous 
mounds, the great amount of Indian relics of all 
kinds scattered over the surface of the country, such 
as arrow and spear heads, pottery, etc., and human 
skeletons, which are continually being plowed up, 
amply confirm the statements of the historians of 
De Soto’s ill-starred expedition of the density of 
the population of this country. The advent of 


sissippi, he will have conclusive proof that these 
It stands to the 
credit of De Soto that he discovered the Missis- 
sippi, but such was a mere undesigned incident of 
the main object of his search, namely, wealth, and 
to this he could not possibly lay any claim.  Per- 
haps no idea was more remote from his thoughts 


| than the credit of having made this discovery. 
cation with the rest of the State (the sunk lands of | 


Seeking for gold, he would perhaps have been bet- 
ter pleased had the stream been a thousand miles 


| out of his line of march, but finding it in his way 
well known as others, it nevertheless has a history, | 


he halted his command and went into camp where 


the city of Memphis now stands, and at once began 
| . c=} 
preparations for crossing the river, which was ap- 


| propriately given the name of Rio Grande. 


Of | 


The 


work of building flat-boats was commenced, and 


_ for nearly a month his men labored industriously, 


plying the axe, saw and hammer with as little fear 


_ as at the same place in onr own day, though around 


them were the warlike Chickasaws, and on the 


' Arkansas side, in plain view, thousands of men- 
| acing Indians. 


De Soto is the real beginning of the history of what — 


is now the State of Arkansas. 
leader to the Mississippi River was marked by deeds 
of unmitigated cruelty and oppression, which can 


The march of this | 


not be read even at this day without a feeling of | 


horror and indignation. After seven days’ travel 
through an uninhabited desert from Alabama, the 
expedition came in sight of an immense river, which 
is thus described by the ‘* Gentleman of Elvas,”’ 
an eye witness and the historian of the expedition. 


broad. If aman stood still on the other side, it 
could not be discerned whether he was a man or 
not. The river was of great depth and of strong 
current; the water was always muddy; there came 
floating down continually many trees and timber 
which the force of the water swept rapidly toward 
its mouth.’’ 3 

If the reader is acquainted with the lower Mis- 


At last eight secows were finished, furnished with 
sails and oars, and bearing crosses. Then loading 
their boats, the adventurers fearlessly launched out 
into the stream, and bending strongly on their 
oars, soon approached the shores of Arkansas, the 
people of which curiously noted the advancing fleet, 
but contrary to expectation, permitted the flotilla 
to land and disembark without a fight. 

Ferdinand de Soto, the first governor of Arkan- 
sas, and his escort, landed about the latter part of 


May, 1541. An overwhelming weight of author- 


| ity is to the effect that he immediately ascended 


the Mississippi. The expedition passed through 


the province of Aquixo, which embraced a large 


| part of what is now Crittenden County. 
‘“The river,’’ says he, ‘‘ was almost half a league | 


The Indians had as a rule fled at the approach of 


| De Soto, though a few were killed and some taken 


prisoners. Three days’ journey from Aquixo was 
the province of Casqui, included within the limits 
of what is now Mississippi County. Tyronza Bayou 


was crossed on a bridge hastily constructed. Upon 


reaching the first town of Casqui many men and 


women were captured, and the place plundered. 
| There was another town a mile and a half away. 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 





The country round about was described as high 
and dry, though bordering near the river. 
historian speaks of the walnut trees, mulberry and 
plum trees, some red, and others of a grayish 
eolor, and that the fruit trees seemed to be planted 
in orchards. 
two days through this province of Casqui, which 


The venturesome tourists traveled 


was filled with towns. 

At last they came to a large Indian village, 
containing more than four hundred dwellings, the 
name of which is unknown. Here the Spaniards 
were kindly received by the inhabitants. 

The Casqui Indians of that day are generally 
conceded to be the Kaskaskias, afterward known as 
Ilinois Mr. Bancroft has placed the 
village as high as Little Prairie, a short distance 
above the Arkansas State line. Mr. Milburn, in 
his lecture on De Soto, locates it in the northeastern 
corner of Arkansas. 

The county seat of Pemiscot County, Mo., 
Caruthersville, is in Little Prairie. Guided by 


Indians. 


route on the west side of the river. 
foot soldiers encumbered as that of De Soto’s evi- 
dently was might have ascended as high as Bar- 
field’s Point, in Mississippi County, in five days’ 
marching, a distance of about eighty-five miles from 
Memphis. It is true the country is level, and for- 
tunately for De Soto unusually dry at the time of 
his expedition, but the surface is in many places 
wet and swampy, and everywhere, even to this 
day, covered with cane and undergrowth except 
where under cultivation. 





_ of Casqui was partly, if not wholly, in Mississippi 
The | 


County, is fixed beyond doubt, and it seems clear 
that the first large town reached, in May, 1541. 
was at, or near what is now known as Barfield 
Point. 
the relics of bygone ages speak distinctly of a 
Here archol- 


Here, and in the surrounding country. 


large and prosperous community. 


| ogy throws its light npon the narrative of the 


Portuguese eye-witness of De Soto’s expedition. 
Here, within the memory of living men of to- 


| day, once stcod immense mounds, encircled by 


trenches, but which have within the last forty 
years caved into the Mississippi River. On the 
largest of one of these an old settler by the 
name of Buford had erected his house, with a 
garden. 

For many years hundreds of human skeletons 


have been lost in the Mississippi at this point, 


' and a short distance south, in building the State 
| levees, human skeletous were constantly being 
disinterred by the workmen. 

distances on a map it is about eighty miles on | 
an air line from Memphis to Little Prairie; it | 
is really over 100 miles by any traversable land | 


A command of | 


Within the memory of living inhabitants. this 
country was high, dry and less alluvial than it is 
The clearing up of the country lying on the 
tributaries of the Mississippi above, the caving of 


now. 


| the banks, andthe New Madrid earthquake of 1S12 


_ have changed it into an overflowed country. 


Tra- 
dition handed down by the early settlers tells that 
formerly this country was little subject to inun- 
dation. This is confirmed by the large mounds 
still existing intact, in the overtlowed and unin- 
habited parts of the county. 


After recruiting themselves two days at this 


| village of Casqui, De Soto’s Spaniards proceeded 


To avoid the densecane | 


as much as possible De Soto would have been | 


obliged to do what is still done by the people of 
this country when traveling up and down the 


river by land—keep as near the banks as possible; | 


to the chief town of this people and residence of 
the Cacique, or chief of the province, which ap- 


_ pears to have been situated in the same neighbor- 


and in following this course Bartield might have | 
been reached in five days; otherwise numerous nat- | 


ural hindrances might have occurred. 


is now Mississippi County. it is not possible to pre- 
tend to mathematical exactness. 


That the province 


hood, or, as is believed, near Blythesville in the 
country known as Chickasawha, about fifteen miles 
The latter 
is an arm of the Mississippi—a broad, beautiful 


west of Bartield, on Pemiscot Bayou. 


| sheet of water. 
‘It must be borne in mind that in identifying | 
the places visited by De Soto, in the limits of what | 


This is still a high, dry body of land, now in- 
habited by about 2,500 industrious, thrifty people. 


| Near the bayou, and a short distance from Blythes- 


ville, is an enormous artificial mound. 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





There are no hills in the river bottom below 
Cape Girardeau, and if, as is highly probable, Chick- 
asawba was the locality where the town of Casqui, 
chief of the Casquins was situated, it was on the 
mound just mentioned where De Soto erected his 
great cross fifty feet in hight. As a circumstance 
tending to confirm this view, Mr. Joseph Fassit, 
an old citizen of the county, states that a large 
wooden beam was taken from that mound a few 
years before the late war. Remembering that the 
region now being described was undoubtedly vis- 
ited by De Soto; that Bancroft, the most painstak- 
ing of American historians, locates the site of these 
towns in about the same region; and that William 
Henry Milburn fixes them in the northeast corner 
of Arkansas, one will be better able to judge the 
facts here stated. 

The Spaniards were received at this town in a 





very handsome manner. 


welcome, and then conducted them into the town, 
where they were provided with good quarters and 
a supply of food. 

It was now about the beginning of June, and 
besides excessive heat the inhabitants had been 
afflicted by a long drought which threatened to 
cut off the crops. They were an agricultural peo- 
ple, just as their successors of to-day, and those 
living there at this time have annual frights on 
the subject of droughts at about the same per- 
iod of the year. The church at Blythesville has 
often been vocal with prayers and supplications for 
rain, about the Ist of June. The chief, seeing the 
kind of men the Spaniards were, concluded that 
their God must be greater than his, and asked 
De Soto to petition for rain, that the crops might 
be saved. The Indians had been continually en- 
gaged in prayers and incantations, but heaven 
seemed deaf to their entreaties. De Soto agreeing 
to their request, the great cross was erected upon 
a high mound, and the Indians assembled around 
it in vast numbers, silently and reverently gazing 
on the sacred symbol. Spaniards and Indians, to 
the number of two thousand, gathered and knelt 
around the cross, and amid the forest the sublime 
strains of fe dewm lwudamus broke the stillness 

















The Cacique, attended | 
by a large retinue personally, gave them a formal | 


of that hot, dry day in June, 1541. Though not 
the kind of services to which the good people of 
this section are now accustomed, it was Christian 
worship, and is strongly suggestive of Sunday, and 
the religious exercises peculiar to that day. 

A knowledge of the locality, the highlands of 
Chickasawba, and the great mound and the broad 
sheet of water to the north, brings this scene of 
Spanish soldiers and hospitable Indians, congregat- 
ed together 348 years ago, like a picture to the 
mind. Soon they were breaking up and dispersing 
from their religious assembly, Spaniards and In- 
dians mingling together conversing by signs, Indian 
maidens and children shyly looking at the splendid 
specimens of Spanish manhood, in their helmets, 
breast plates and arms glittering in the sun, as 
they sauntered in groups through the town. No 
doubt there could be seen the thoughtful, uneasy 
looks of the old men and women of the tribe, feel- 
ing instinctively the far reaching effects that must 
follow this armed invasion by a superior race from 
beyond the sea. The Cacique presented two blind 
men to De Soto, and asked him, nothing doubting, 
to restore them to sight, from which circumstance 
can accurately be inferred what the natives actually 
thought of the bold cavalier, mistaking him doubt- 


' less for something little, if any thing, below a god. 


De Soto caused another cross to be made and set 
up in the highest part of the town, and then pro- 
ceeded to explain to the savages, the mysteries of 
the Christian religion. It is stated that a plentiful 
shower of rain soon blessed the parched fields of 
these Indians. 

From the town of Casqui the Spaniards advane- 
ed to Pacaha, but a day’s march, and the limit of 
the journey northward. Here, on June 19, 1541. 
De Soto and his men found the chief town situated 
on a lake, with a stream of water flowing through 
it, and into the Mississippi. ‘*He lodged.’ says 
the Portuguese narrator, ‘‘in the town where the 
Cacique used to reside, which was one great, walled, 
and beset with towers, many loop-holes being in 
the towers and walls. In the town was a great 
store of old maize, and quantities of new in the 
fields, while within a league and a half were great 


towns all walled. Where the governor was lodged 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 


was an extensive lake, that came nearly to the walls, 
entering into a ditch which went round about the 


| 


town, and wanting but little to completely environ | 


it. From the lake to the great river was made a 
weir, by which the fish came into it, and these the 
Cacique kept for his recreation and sport. With 
nets that were found in the town all took as they 
would, and no matter what was taken, no want was 
perceived. There was also a large supply of fish 
in many other lakes thereabout.”’ 


Let it be remembered that this region of | 


country abounds in lakes, and that, on the map 
attached to Part II, of the Historical Collections 
of Louisiana, drawn and printed at an early period 
during the last century, Big Lake, on the borders 
of Mississippi County, Ark., and Dunklin County, 
Mo., are marked as the extreme northern limit of 
De Soto’s expedition; thus the reader will have 
some solid reasons to believe that the movements 
of De Soto in 16541, in this county, have been 


| gouri. 


/ souri. 
| he was much mistaken, for it is 194 miles. 


properly traced. The country in and around Big | 


Lake, or Mich-i-gam-ias, its Indian name, in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, still bears 
upon its surface traces of a wide but now extinct 


population; and precisely such a ditch as described | 


by the Portuguese narrator can now be traced near 
the home of Mr. Sam Hector, of Big Lake. 

There is no doubt that the lake spoken of in the 
extract just quoted, is other than Big Lake, the 
ancient Mich-i-gam-ias of the early French explor- 
ers. It would be tedious to give a detailed de- 
scription of this locality and of the conduct of the 
Spanish brigands under De Soto during their forty 
days’ stay at this place. 

After robbing and plundering the unhappy peo- 
ple of Pacaha, or Big Lake, they proceeded in a 
southwesterly course, in search of a land ealled 
Colgoa, where gold was reported to be plenty. 

After the remnants of the ill-starred expe- 
dition had effected their escape from the limits 
of the present State of Arkansas, the aborigines 
were left to their own devices, without making even 
a passing acquaintance with a single European of 
whom there is in any account, until in June, 1673, 
130 years after the Spanish rule, they were visited 
by a small party of French, led by one of the 


noblest and ‘most self-sacrificing men that ever 
blessed by his presence, example and teachings any 
people—Father James Marquette, the first ex- 
plorer of the Mississippi. 

The first village visited by Marquette in the 
limits of the State, was that of*the Mich-i-gan.-ias. 
This was, it is thought, located at or near Bartield 
Point. 

On the autograph map of Father Marquette. 
on which he delineates the Mississippi as far as he 
explored it (extending no farther than the village 
of Arkansa), this village is placed at about the 


' same distance below the mouth of the Ohio, that 


the Ohio is placed below the mouth of the Mis- 
In his narrative he says he found the Ohio 
about forty leagues below the mouth of the Mis- 
If the distance by the river was measured 
If by 
an air line he was about correct, it being some 120 
miles, or forty leagues. On an air line from the 
mouth of the Ohio to Osceola is about 100 miles; 
by the river, 160. Marquette, it must be recol- 
lected, did not know but judged the distance from 
his knowledge and experience in such matters, and 
of course could not be very exact. The village of 
Michigamias was about ten leagues above Arkan- 


' ga, which latter was on the east side of the river. 


In a foot note to Marquette’s account of the for- 
mer place, the writer on the authority of Charle- 


voix states that the Michigamia dwelt on a lake, 


_ to, it is called Lac Michagamias. 


not far from the St. Francis River. Big Lake 
is within fifteen miles of the St. Francis River, 
and on the ancient French map, already referred 
The same lake 
is mentioned by Smyth in his tour down the Mis- 
sissippi, in 1774, as Michagamias lake or river. 
Marquette on his map marks this village on the 
west bank of the Mississippi, but shows another 
settlement immediately back from the river, with 
the same name, and about eighteen miles west from 
the village on theriver. It is therefore concluded 
that Big Lake was the main settlement, and that 
the village on the river was a settlement of the 
same people. 

In 1682, when La Salle came down, -Arkansa 


was on the west bank. Marquette does not speak of 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





a single river below the Ohio, 
passed the St. Francis or White Rivers, or seen or 
heard of the Arkansas, or had passed the Chicka- 
saw Bluffs, he would have been almost certain to 
have mentioned or marked them on his maps. 
Marquette learned from the Indians that the Mis- 
sissippi emptied into the Gulf of Mexico; such 
that he would not 
extend on his map the line marking the river a 
mile beyond what he had seen with his own eyes. 


however was his strict veracity, 


‘As with his intelligence and learning he would not 


have passed a mighty stream like the Arkansas 
without seeing it, especially if the village of Ar- 
kansa, as has been assumed, was located at or near 
its mouth, he could not have traveled the distance 
between the mouth of the Ohio and that of the Ar- 
kansas and then made the mistake of putting the 
Arkansa village the same distance below the Ohio, 
that he put the Ohio below the Missouri. 

Marquette, after preaching the gospel to the 
Indians in this county, on the 17th of July of the 
same year, 1773, bade them an affectionate farewell, 
and returned to the French settlement in Illinois. 
The report that he carried off his discoveries 
resulted in the expedition of La Salle and his faith- 
ful lieutenant, Henry De Tonti. 


La Salle, under the orders of Gov. Frontenac, 


fitted out an expedition consisting of some fifty odd | 


French and Jndians, proceeded to explore the Mis- 


entire country in the name of the French king. 

On the 24th of February, 1682, he with his 
command threw up a fort and built a cabin, on the 
first Chickasaw Bluff, the present Fort Pillow, to 
which he gave the name of Prudhomme, after Peter 
Prudhomme, one of his men, who, after being lost 
eleven days while hunting, at length came up ina 
half starved condition and rejoined his comrades 
at this fort, where La Salle was awaiting him. 

Here La Salle erected on the bluff a great cross, 
and the arms of France, and took possession of the 
country in the name of his king. This fort was 
known to the French inhabitants of Louisiana as 
late as 1825 as Fort Prudhomme. These men must 
have hunted all over the present area of Mississippi 
County. 


though if he had 


| Barfield Point is the center, a few 


| Indians from the back country. 


' of the Delawares, 


During the eighteenth century there is little or 
no information to give of occurrences in this local- 
ity. In the spring of 1722 the French historian, 
Charlevoix, passed down the Mississippi, stopped 
for a while in this country, and visited the Indians. 
Catholic missionaries and French trappers and 
traders constantly visited the country from the post 
on Arkansas River and carried on a lively trade 
with the Indians. And here and ther 
have been a cabin home in the wilderness, 


e, there may 
but no 
permanent settlements of any kind were made. 

In 1785 thé Spanish governor at New Orleans 
sent an officer and a company of men to New Mad- 
rid to take command of this section of country, 
The 


main business of this officer was to rigorously en- 


which was included in his military district. 


force the Spanish revenue laws, in exacting trib- 
ute from all American boats descending the Missis- 


_ sippi.* 


In the country called Canadian Reach, of which 
French and 
Spanish traders carried on a lively trade with the 
There is no 
knowledge of a single clearing for farming pur- 
poses owned by a white man in this country dur- 
ing the last century. 

At the time of the cession of Louisiana by 
France to the United States. in 1803, the country 


_ between the mouth of the St. Francis and the town 
sissippi to its mouth, and to take possession of the | 


of Cape Girardeau was occupied by remnants 
Cherokees 
These 
Indians often attacked boats descending the river, 


Shawnees, Miamis, 
and Chickasaws, in all about 500 families. 


plundering them and even committing murders. T 
The Indian population of Mississippi County was 
located about Barfield, Chickasawba, Big Lake, 


Little River and Shawnee Village, generally the 


same places where the white settlements were first 
made. 


“Missiseippl C ounty was caeinded in the iNés ow Mad- 
rid district until 1799. In that year New Madrid was at- 
tached to Upper Louisiana. now the State of Missouri, 
and Mississippi County fell to the jurisdiction of the 
Spanish commandant, Dou Carlos de Villemont, at Arkan 
sas Post, then a town of about 150 inhabitants, and pro- 
tected by a garrison of Spanish soldiers. The inhabi- 
tants were French-Canadians.—I/, M. We Veigh. 


+ Martin's History of Louisiana. 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 451 


The first two white settlers in this county, of 
whom there is any knowledge, were a man named 
Carsons and William Kellums; they were hunters, 
and lived and hunted peaceably with the Indians. 
Carsons’ Lake Township and Kellums’ Ridge took 
their names from these men, who were here as 
early as 1812, at which time the country was vis- 
ited by the great earthquakes, generally Enown as 
the New Madrid earthquakes. 

An Arkansas journal published soon after this 
event gives the following account of how the In- 
dians sought to avert the danger of the shocks by 
reviving an almost obsolete religious rite among 
the aborigines, in imploring the Great Spirit to 
avert his wrath. These Indians lived in the coun- 
try now known as Mississippi County. 

** After a general hant had taken place to kill 
deer enough for the undertaking, a small hut was 
built to represent a temple or place for offering 
sacrifice. The ceremony was introduced by a pre- 
paratory cleansing of the body and face. 
neatly skinning their deer, they suspended them 
by the fore feet so that the head might be directed 
toward the heavens before the temple, as an offer- 
ing to the Great Spirit. In this attitude they re- 
mained for three days, which interval was devoted 
to such penance as consisted in absolute fasting, 
at night lying on the back on fresh deer skins, 
turning their thonghts exclusively upon the happy 
prospect of immediate protection that they might 
conceive dreams to that effect—the only medium 
of intercourse between them and the Great Spirit 
—and lastly, gravely and with much apparent 
piety, imploring the attention of the Great Spirit 
to their helpless and distressed condition, acknowl- 
edging their absolute dependence on him, entreat- 
ing his regard for their wives and children. declar- 
ing the fatal consequences that must ensue by 
withholding his notice, namely, the loss of their 
wives and children, and their total disability to 
master their game, arising from their constant 
dread of his anger; concluded in the full assurance 
Their 
object was accomplished by a cessation of terrors, 


of asserting that their prayers were heard. 


and game becoming again plentiful and easily 


overcome. On the lapse of three days thus dedi- 





After | 


cated, believing themselves forgiven for every un- 
warrantable act of which they were sensible, and 
that the offering was accepted, they finally began 
with a mutual relation of their respective dreaims. 
and the scene is changed to joy and congratulation, 
by proceeding rayenously to devour a sacrificed 
deer to allay their fast.”’ 
Chickasawba, Shawnee Village and Tyronza 
Bayou are localities bearing Indian names. As 
early as 1828 the principal white men living in 
in this county were the three Brackens, father and 
two sons; John Troy, county judge from 1836 to 
1838, and for whom Troy Township is named; 
Thomas J. Mills, the first representative after the 
county was formed in 1833; Edwin Jones, the 
first county judge; J. W. Whitworth, its first clerk; 
E. ¥. Loyd. first sheriff; S. McLung, coroner, and 
G. C. Barfield; its first county surveyor. after 
whom Barfield Point takes its name (Mr. Bar- 
field was a member of the Territorial council from 
Crittenden, when Mississippi formed a part of 
Crittenden County, in 1827); John C. Bowen, who 
was sheriff from 1836 to 1848; James Williams, 
or ‘*‘ Cedar Jim,”’ 
his physical endurance; Elijah Buford, from whom 
Buford’s Lake takes its name, and Peter G. Reeves, 
a once noted hunter. These were here before 1828, 
and with the exception of Carsons and Kellums 


as he was called, on account of 


were the earliest white people in this county of 
whom there is now any acconnt. Judge Charles 
Bowen, who resided in that locality at that time, 
still survives, a hale, hearty, vigorous old man, full 
of vears and of honors, having been sberiff of 
the county for sixteen years, a brave officer in the 
late war, a member of the constitutional conven 
tion of 1874, and county judge in 1877-78. 

After hunting and trapping, the principal oc- 
cupation of the early pioneers was chopping and 
selling cord-wood to the steamboats. The advent 
of the little stern-wheel steamboat, ‘‘Orleans,”’ in 
the winter of 1812, sailing from Pittsburg to New 
Orleans, was the herald of the Anglo-Saxon popu- 
lation to Arkansas. The boat created a demand 
for cord-wood, which was supplied by the first 
settlers. They were hardy, industrious, honest 


men, and soon had their cabins on the river, sur- 
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rounded by little clearings that gradually ex. 
panded into plantations. Joseph Hearn, who 
came to this county in 18384, says that from the 
lower end of this county to Mill Bayou there were 
not more than half a dozen clearings, all on the 
river. He knew of no one living in what are now 
the back settlements. A man named Hudgens 
lived where Osceola now stands, and a little above 
him on the river was Thomas J. Mills, the first 
representative. A Mr. Penny settled on what was 
afterward Col. Elliot H. Fletcher’s plantation, now 
Fletcher’s Landing, on Mill Bayou. 

Col. William L. Ward, representative in 1844- 
45, was living in Canadian Reach, and had been 
there for many years. Mr. Riley Hearn, brother 
of Joseph, speaks of the Indians who lived on Big 
Lake; he remembers Big Knife, Keshottee and 
Corn Meal. There were some fifteen or twenty 
living on Big Lake in his recollection. 

The Indians in later years remained on Big 
Lake, Chickasawba and Little River. These set- 
tlements are still the frontiers of the wild hunting 
grounds of the sunk lands of the St. Francis. 

As late as 1861 Indians of different tribes con- 
tinued to linger in and around Chickasawba settle- 
ment, which takes its name from Chickasawba, an 
old Indian chief, well remembered by the pioneers 
of this county, and especially by the venerable 
Judge Charles Bowen, who has seen him ecarry- 
ing wild honey in a skin flung across his back, 
tramping to Bartield to sell it. Judge Bowen says 
there were about forty Indian families living in 
the neighborhood of Chickasawba as late as 1836. 
These Indians would occasionally cultivate a little 
corn and a few vegetables, but depended mainly 
on fishing, hunting and trapping foraliving. The 
Judge is authority for the statement that the great 
mound at Bartield has caved into the river in the 
past forty-five years. Here he has seen the un- 
mistakable remains of an ancient fort. The land 
in this vicinity and below for four or five miles 
was open, free from cane, and known as prairie. 
On atree about six miles from Bartield he remem- 
bers seeing a hand carved in the wood, well exe- 
cuted, and pointing directly the way to Barfield; 
it was supposed to be an Indian device indicating 





the way to the Indian village at the mound and 
fort. In 1815 the famous Lorenzo Dow passed by 
this country on a government boat. He claimed 
that this country was inhabited by Indians. and 
white people degenerated to their level. 

Mr. Sam Hector, a truthful, upright citizen of 
Big Lake, who is proud of his Indian blood, lived 
in 1833 at an Indian village called Chil-i-ta-caw, 
the site of Kennett, Dunklin County, Mo., not far 
from Big Lake. 

When he settled on this lake in 1837 the 
Indians occupied the country, chief among whom 
were Corn Meal, John East, Moonshine, John Big 
Knife and Chuck-a-lee. The latter killed an 
Indian named Keshottee on an island in Little 
River, still known as Keshottee’s Island. He 
thinks the Indians gave the name to the Bayou 
now called Tyronza. Corn Meal told Mr. Hector 
there had been an Indian town on his (Mr. 
Hector’s) place, and several along the banks of 
Little River. Where these villages were said to 
have been located he has often seen apple and 
peach trees growing in the woods. About the 
year 1830, an Indian named Little George killed 
a Mrs. Burns near Jackson, Mo. The Indian was 
supposed to have been hired by some one inter- 
ested in an estate, of which the lady was an heir. 
He came to her house and asked for provisions, re- 
ceiving the best she had, and when she turned from 
him, he thrust a large knife to her heart, causing 
instant death. The assailant immediately fled. 
The whites proclaimed that they would extermi- 
nate the entire Indian population if, within a cer- 
tain number of days, Little George was not pro- 
duced, dead or alive. The Indians knew the whites 
were in earnest: they made diligent search, and at 
last came up with him near the foot of Buffalo Is- 
land in Mississippi County. As he was attempt- 
ing to escape, Corn Meal and Keshottee fired upon 
him, and he fell; and then before he was dead, 
they cut off his head, and one of them, on a fleet 
horse, bore it night and day to the whites at Jack- 
Thus, the 
threatened extermination was prevented. * 


son, and flung it down in their midst. 


In and around Mr. Hecetor’s place on Big Lake 


*Mr. McVeigh’s narrative ends here. 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 











pieces of pottery and brick ware are often plowed 
up. The same material is found all along the 
banks of Little River, and there are everywhere 
through this part of Mississippi County relies of a 
once dense population, whick no doubt was that 
now known as Mound Builders. 

There are no towns in Mississippi County that 
ean properly be so-called except Osceola, the coun- 
ty seat, and this pleasantly situated village, with 
a population at the present time of nearly 1,000, 
is located on the Mississippi River, about midway 
between the northern and southern limits of the 
county. It was one of the earliest settlements in 
this territory, but existed for many years as a small 


collection of huts on the river bank. About 1840 


hotel— Plant- 
ers’ House, Mrs. Summers, proprietress. 

Osceola is in the midst of one of the finest 
farming regions in the State; broad and fertile 
acres stretching north, south and west, with over 
10,000 acres under a high state of cultivation. 
The productiveness of these lands is noted, and 


Times; shoemaker—Robert Geotz; 


the farms are well supplied with improvements. 


J. W. DeWitt was postmaster, when he kept the — 


affairs of his office and the mails in a cracker box. 
Mr. 
also the first school teacher in this county, hav- 


each patron helping himself. 


DeWitt was | 


ing his school at a point near the northern limits | 


of Osceola. 
The first municipal election in the place was 
held November 20, 1875, and resulted in the choice 


Society is of a higher order than is usually found 
in a town of this size, and many of its citizens are 
college graduates. Under these favorable condi- 
tions the county seat of Mississippi may well be 
pointed to with pride, as here are centered retine- 
ment, culture, education and taste. 

Its thrifty business men, taking advantage of 
its commercial opportunities, have built up a large 
and constantly growing trade, so that it now ranks 
second in commercial importance among the towns 
on the Mississippi River between Cairo and Mem- 
phis. 

New stores and dwellings are constantly being 


_ erected, and with good or even fair crops the pres- 


of the following officers: Leon Roussan, mayor; | 


John O. Blackwood, recorder; 


Alex. Goodrich, | 


Berry Henwood, B. F. Jones, Daniel Matthews, | 


F. M. Petty, aldermen. 

On November 24 the council appointed W. M. 
Speed, marshal; J. W. Clapp, treasurer. 

At the date of incorporation of Osceola it con- 


ent promised prosperity will more than be secured. 
Osceola has a good school, four church organ- 
izations, and several secret societies. 
Blythesville, a village of about 200 population, 


_is situated in Chickasawba Township, and in the 


with H. T. Blythe as postmaster. 


tained a population of about 250 people and some | 


half dozen business houses. The business inter- 


ests at present are represented by the following | 
firms and business men: Physicians—H. C. Dun- | 


avant, R. C. Prewitt, W. D. Jones, J. E. Felis; 
lawyers —-H. M. McVeigh, Hugh McVeigh, G. 
W. Thomason, S. S. Semmes; 
James Liston, N. L. Avery & Co., J. K. P. Hale, 


Bro., Simon & Co.: druggists —Charles H. Gay- 
lord, Ben H. Bacchus; saddlery and harness—N. 
G. Cartwright; liverymen—Borum & Bro., T. N. 
Tucker; biacksmith and wagon-maker—Mack Mur- 
ry; saloons —C. O. Faber, B. F. Butler, Buck 
Hall, James Perry; jeweler—Charles Jewell; pub- 
lisher—Leon Roussan, proprietor of the Osceola 





center of what is known 
ment. 


as Chickasawba settle 
The first postoffice was established in 1879) 
The business 
interests are represented at the present time by the 
following firms and business men: General stores— 
L. W. Gosnell & Co., N. L. Avery & Co., H. C. 
Davis & Bro.; groceries and provisions—-J. M. E. 


| Sisk; Z. T. Williams & Co., W. P. Adkins; drug 


general stores— | 


stores—Dr. J. T. Jones, W. H. Oglesby: physi- 
cians—J. T. Jones, W. H. Oglesby, E. D. Rhea, 


J. N. Mize; blacksmiths—A. J. Bishop, B. V. 
L. A. Morris, A. Goodrich, G. R. Brickey & | 


Flemens; carpenters—R. N. Ornaby & Co., Eison 
& Co.; cotton gin, saw and grist mill—H. T. 
Blythe; postmaster—H. T. Blythe: justices J. H. 
Serugys, A. J. Moody. 

Since the organization of Blythesville, in 1878, 
it has been rapidly advancing and is now the see- 
It is 
surronnded by a beautiful country. fertile and pro- 


ond largest village in Mississippi County. 
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ductive, with about 4,500 acres under cultivation; surrounded by a fertile country, with some 1,200 | 
some 1,300 acres in this community are never acres under cultivation. It has two stores, and 
overflowed in any ordinary flood. The woods are landings, and in the vicinity there are three saw- 
tilled with valuable timber, and only await mills mills. The lumber business of this county is in 
and transportation to become the source of great its infaney, but the success and prosperity of these 
wealth. The open land in this section is under a_ mills assure the development of great wealth from 
high state of cultivation, while thousands of acres surrounding valuable timber in the near future. 
still in the timber, now available to settlers, are The mail for these river points is carried by 
unsurpassed in the State. boats, and Barfield has a mail daily. 

The people of the township are intelligent and Kilmot is a postoffice five miles above Osceola, 
enterprising, and will extend a cordial welcome to in Fletcher Township. It is the outlet for an ex- 
settlers from any part of the United States, pos- cellent country, which is being rapidly improved 
sessing similar traits of character. and settled. The Government has been making 

In tke settlement known as Cooktown is one extensive improvement along the river from and 
of the largest Indian mounds in this county; it has in the channel below, and this has given Elmot a 
long been known that in this vicinity was anim- rapid rise. The open land in this section is a con- 
mense Indian population in former times, and in-  tinuation of the Osceola settlement, extending along 
deed, Indians have been located here within the the river in unbroken fields of the choicest land for 
memory of living men. Many curiosities and relics nearly ten miles. Within a short distance on the 
have been unearthed, and as the mound stands in river front are three stores and several landings, 
the center of cultivated fields, it is easily accessible which have local names. Ed. Williams, proprietor 
to visitors, to whom it is always an object of inter- of a general store, is also postmaster of Elmot. 
est and wonder. Nodena, a postoftice kept by Maj. Ferguson, is 

Hickman Bend, a section of river front extend- situated twelve miles below Osceola, on the river 
ing from about three miles above Barfield to the front. It consists of the plantations of Maj. Fer- 
northern border of Mississippi County, is one of guson and Col. Craighead, which places rank 
the most desirable sections hereabouts. There among the finest in the county, having about 
are about 1,300 acres of land under cultivation, 2,0U0 acres under a high state of cultivation. 
and the bend is being rapidly opened and im- Golden Lake, which also includes Idaho Land- 
proved. The shipping point at Brolaski has a_ ing, is located eight miles above the county line. 
store and postofiice, which give the people acon- Here the postoftice is kept by J. W. Rhodes. Mr. 
venient outlet. Too much can hardly be said in Rhodes established this landing in 1883, the orig- 
praise of this magnificent country, as its product- inal landing, Crowell, on which he had resided 
iveness is proverbial, a bale of cotton to the acre since the year 1878, having beea washed away. 
being a small average yield. Settlement is great- | This place is the outlet of the Frenchman’s Bayou 
ly desired, one planter stating that he would gladly — settlement; from that source it derives a large 
welcome fifty families, and provide good accommo- _ trade. 
dations for themall. This bend and the township At both landings there are about 500 acres 
in which it is located take their names from Dr. under cultivation, the places containing three 
Hickman, an old pioneer who settled at an early general stores, three cotton gins and one saw-mill. 
day, and who is still remembered for his ster- From this point there is a tramway to a saw-mill, 
ling qualities, his tender-hearted kindness and gen- five miles inland, owned by R. E. Lee Wilson, 
erosity. which ships large quantities of lumber annually. 

Barfield, the most extensive business point in Pecan Point, situated in the extreme south- 
the northern part of Mississippi County, is located eastern part of Mississippi County, on the river 
in Canadian Township, on the river front. It is front, embraces a rich and fertile tract of land, 
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with about 2,000 acres under cultivation. 
cupies a commanding position on a point, and is 
one of the most beautiful places on the river 
front. 

It was originally settled and brought under a 


It oc- | 


state of cultivation by Felix Grundy, Jacob Mc- 


Gavock and J. M. Bass, all of Nashville, Tenn. 


The business and postoffice are conducted at the > 


present time by R. W. Friend, who has been 
located here a long time. 
trade, and owns a large proportion of the culti- 
vated land. 

Frenchman’s Bayou, in the southern part of 
the county, about twenty-five miles southwest of 
Osceola, is a most attractive stretch of country, ex- 


He enjoys a lucrative | 


Richardson, Mrs. L. A. Wynne, Mrs. J. A. Wood, 
P. B. Sexton, G. F. Stowell, Mrs. M. A. Stowell. 
Robert Dean, W. B. Haskins, G. A, Bolick, J. O. 
Blackwood, T. N. Tucker, Mrs. T. F. Tucker, C. 
H. Gaylord, B. O. Harrison, Mrs. Eloize Harrison, 
Mrs. S. B. Blackwood, G. L. Gould, E. M. Ayers, 
Mrs. 8S. F. MeVeigh, W. D. Jones, Mrs. Lizzie 
Conley. This association is a mutual beneficial in- 
surance company, and its object is to promote social 
intercourse among its members. The present mem- 
bership is thirty-two, with the following ofticers: 


|S. S. Semmes, P. P.; Mrs. F. M. Semmes, P.; Mrs. 


M. G. Morris, V. P.; Mrs Lizzie Clure, C.; C. H. 
Gaylord, S. and F. 8.; N. L. Avery, Treas.; Mrs. 


_L. A. Wynne, guard.; Mrs. M. F. Avery, guide: 


tending for about six miles, and embracing an area | 


of 3,500 aeres, under a high state of cultivation. 
This locality is noted for its general condition of 


improvement, many of its buildings being in ad- | 


vance of other sections of the county. 
has long been noted for its fertility, and the 
annual crops here show in an indisputable manner 


people are courteous, cultivated and enterprising, 
welcoming all industries that promise to contribute 
to the general good. The neighboring wood-lands 
are filled with valuable timber, only awaiting trans- 
portation and the saw-mill to become sources of 
wealth. 

Along the bayou there are five general stores, 
conducted by T. B. Jones, W. H. Pullen (also 
postmaster), Ward & Jones, F. Musick, Adams & 
Co., and one drug store, by Dr. J. C. Joyner. A 


The land | 


Mrs. S. B. Price, sentinel; Mrs. O. J. Hale, S. 
S. Semmes, N. L. Avery, trustees; H. C. Duna- 
vant, medical examiner. 

Monroe Lodge No. 2,167, Knights of Honor, 
of Osceola, was organized April 6, 1880, with the 
following charter members: J. O. Blackwood, John 


_ Mathews, John B. Driver, D. H. Lawrence, T. C. 
the wonderful growing qualities of the soil. The — 


Edrington, W. M. Dunkin, J. W. Pennell, W. J. 
Bowen, H. C. Dunavant, C. H. Gaylord, G. R. 


| Brickey, John Waller, T. A. Blackwood, J. L. 


Edrington, W. S. Hayes, F. B. Hale, A. Good- 


| rich, W. F. Williams, G. F. Stowell. F. M. Tucker, 


Ed. H. Mathes. 

The object of this association is the same as that 
of the Knights and Ladies of Honor. It has a pres- 
ent membership of twenty-seven, and is presided 


| over by the following officers: A. Goodrich, D.; 5. 


school, church. a Masonic lodge (Frenchman’s | 
Bayou No. 157), and McGavock Lodge No. 2,784, | 


Knights of Honor, are also here. 

Secret societies seem to occupy public attention 
quite as well in Mississippi County as elsewhere in 
the State. The following lodges are among the 
representatives of numerous fraternities and orders: 

Kalorama Lodge No. 990, Knights and Ladies 
of Honor, of Osceola, was organized January 29, 
1885, with the following charter members: S. S. 
Semmes, Mrs. F. M. Semmes, Mrs. O. J. Hale, 
H. L. Kline, Mrs. I. H- Kline, A. J. Nolty, Mrs. 
Amelia Nolty, D. A. Richardson, Mrs. M. E. 





S. Semmes, V. D.; W. P. Hale, A. D.; R. Goetz, 
C.; C. H. Gaylord, R. and F. R.; G. R. Brickey, 
treasurer; D. Lawrence, guide; B. F. Buller, cuar- 
dian; H. C. Dunavant, medical examiner; A. Good- 
rich, S. S. Semmes, G. R. Brickey, trustees. 
Samaritan Lodge No. 18, A. O. U. W., Grand 
Lodge of Texas, was organized in December, 1854. 
with a charter membership of twenty-five. It is 
still in working order, with a membership of ten. 


| C. O. Faber being M. W.; 8.5. Semmes, R. and F. 


Osceola Lodge No. 27, A. F. & A. M., was 
organized November 6, 1867, with the following 
charter members: William A. Ferring, W. M.: 
Re G.Hardiny SewanB. a!’ Bennett; Ji W.:: 
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B. Harris. Treas.; E. W. Rowlett, Sece.; J. F. 
Davies, S. D.; T. C. Morris, J. D.; J. R. Acree, 
tyler. Members: J. G. Layton, W. S. Sugg, J. 
B. Kelley, J. W. Ozell. J. C. Clark, W. J. Kent, 
M. F. Warren, J. M. Able, James Stewart. 

This lodge, which has always been one of the 
most flourishing in the State, has a large mem- 
bership, now numbering eighty, presided over at 
the present time by the following officers: Ben- 
jamin H. Bacchus, W. M.; W. F. Williams, S. 
W.; F. B. Hale, J. W.; R. M. Fletcher, Sec. ; 
J. K. P. Hale, Treas.; Elliot Williams, S. D.; 
S. C. Edrington, J. D.: John Barney, tyler. 

The lodge is noted for its acts of charity, and 
the brilliancy of its members in Masonic knowl- 
edge. From this two other lodges have originated, 
No. 184 at Chickasawba, and at Frenchman’s 
Bayou. 

Osceola Royal Arch Chapter No. 57 was or- 
ganized March 1, 1871, with the following charter 
members: George A. Dannely, B. A. Williamson, 
F. C. Morris, A. K. Nash, W. A. Ferring, J. F. 
Davies, J. S. Mahan, C. C. Morris, Gecrge Faf- 
ford. 
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The Chapter enjoys a membership of nineteen 
at the present time, is in good working order, and 
is presided over by the following officers: J. K. P. 
Hale, H. P.; J. E. Felts, P.; C. Bowen, S.; C. 
H. Gaylord, Sec.; W. P. Hale, Treas. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society of Osceola was organ- 
ized for benevolent purposes, February 20, 1882, 
with twenty-six active members, and a large hon- 
orary membership. The first year of its existence 
its labors were directed wholly to church work, 
proving quite successful. This society, in Janu- 
ary, 1883, was incorporated by the circuit court of 
Mississippi County, and immediately purchased a 
lot and entered into contract with Capt. E. M. 
Ayers, to erect a building 40x60, to cost $1,200. 
In October, 1883, the hall was formally opened, 
and from that time on, the entertainments given 
under the auspices of the society have been promi- 
nent features of the social life of the community. 
It is claimed that this was the first corporate body 
of women in the State of Arkansas. 





The Ladies’ Aid Society is not denominational, 
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the following churches being represented in its 
membership: Episcopal, Methodist, Catholic and 
Christian; neither is it a ‘‘charity’’ organization, 
though ever eager to spend and be spent in the 
service of suffering humanity, whenever occasion 
requires, 

The society has passed successfully into its 
eighth year, with Miss F. H. Fletcher, president: 
Mrs. Clara A. Roussan, vice-president; Mrs. R. C. 
Prewitt, treasurer, and Mrs. Leon Roussan, sec- 
retary: and with unabated zeal, will, no doubt, 
continue to do much to dispel the social and 
mental stagnation consequent upon a long res- 
idence in a small and isolated community. 

Chickasawba Lodge No. 134, A. F. & A. M., 
of Blythesville, was organized October 12, 1875, 
with the following charter members: Samuel 
Thompson, A. J. Bishop, T. H. Robinson, Noah 
Sawyer, John Long, R. D. Almond, Martin Nor- 
man, J. F. Ruddle, T. P. Davis, W. W. Mann, 
R. D. Carr, R. G. Hardin, H. T. Blythe. 

This lodge is in good working order, has been 
constantly growing in strength, and now has a 
membership of over forty. It is presided over at 
the present time by the following officers: J. A. 
Seruggs, W. M.: iveginald Archillion, S. W.; W. 
R. Simpson, J. W.; B. J. Rook, 8. D.; T. E. 
Hendricks, J. D.; A. Harris, Treas.; Rollo Arch- 
illion, Sec.; J. D. Rutledge, Chaplain; J. W. 
Conley and George W. Miller, stewards; W. W. 
Morris, tyler. 

At the commencement of the Civil War the 
people of Mississippi Connty, though loyal and 
patriotic, finally decided to go with the State, and 
were a unit in favor of the cause of secession. 
The war spirit ran high, affecting rich and poor 


alike. If there was any Union sentiment in the 


county (and there was at first), it soon succumbed 


to the influences in favor of a separate Confed. 
eracy. 


Three companies of nearly 100 men each were 


immediately organized, being commanded by Col. 


| Charles Bowen, Capt. Elliott H. Fletcher, and 


Capt. Robert Hardin, and were at once placed 
in active service. Only a few of the men form 


ing those companies were alive at the end of the 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 


war. Of Capt. Fletcher's company, some twelve 
or fourteen are now living, mostly around Chicka- 
sawba, and all are men of character and well. to-do 
citizens. 
representative of the county in the legislature of 
1875. Capt. Elliot H. Fletcher and his brother, 
Thomas, a youth of sixteen years, were killed in 
the battle of Shiloh. The first lieutenant of this 
company, William H. Ierring, was badly wounded 
in the same battle. He survived the war, and was 
elected county clerk in 1566-63. 

After the battle of Shiloh, Capt. Bowen re- 
turned to Mississippi County to recruit a new com- 
pany, but as the Federals had taken possession of 
the river he found it impossible to cross his men, 


and from that time on, wrought good service at 


home clearing the county of lawless bands of rob- 
bers. 

There were no regular battles fought in this 
county, though it suffered greatly from predatory 
raids by Federal cavalry from Missouri and Kan- 
sas. Business of every interest was suspended, 
and people lived in constant apprehension of being 
raided, captured and killed. 

In 1864 Col. Burris, in command of a regi- 
ment of Kansas cavalry (Federal), made a dash 
through this country, taking several prisoners, 
among whom were Capt. Charles Bowen and Col. 
Elliot Fletcher. 
Capt. McVeigh, in command of some seventy men, 
but they escaped to Missouri and no engagement 
was fought. 


This company was pursued by 


This and similar marauding expeditions formed 
the principal war history of Mississippi County. 

The Federal troops stationed at Fort Pillow 
often came into Mississippi County, and, on one 
occasion, supplied themselves with material for 
building barracks at the fort, by taking away the 
houses of Osceola. 

With the general surrender of the Confederate 
troops, the soldiers returned from the war, and in 
a short while had resumed the habits of peaceable 
citizens; but it was a long time before they could 
shake off the habits of soldiers. It was not un- 
usual for them to go with pistols buckled on, often 


to church, and it was not until the law against 
29 


One of these, Hon. James F. Ruddle, was — 
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carrying pistols began to be rigorously enforced, 
that the old soldiers found out the true meaning of 
the terms of the surrender. 

In 1868 Mississippi County was under iartial 
law, and a regiment of State militia was quartered 
upon the people. Upon the withdrawal of the 
militia, the people again returned to their indus- 
tries—though large numbers of the best citizens had 
fled from the ecounty—and again the prospects of 
the county began to brighten, only to be again 
disturbed and disorganized by an insurrection of 
the blacks in 872. 

A rising of the negroes in that year was called 
the Blackhawk War, and was an event of consid- 
erable importance in the history of Mississippi 
County. 

The colored people formed into secret societies 
throughout the county and often marched in 
armed bands to Osceola and other points, making 
speeches and causing a great deal of excitement, 
but there was no collision between them and the 
whites until fall, when, during a term of court in 
the county, the negroes, forming quite a formid- 
able band, were attacked by the whites, under 
Capt. Charles Bowen, and immediately dispersed. 
Prior to this Judge Charles Fitzpatrick, who had 
been appointed by Gov. Clayton as president of the 
board of registration of Mississippi County, in an 
altercation with Sheriff Murray, killed the latter 
in the streets of Osceola. 

This caused public sentiment to run high, but 
Judge Fitzpatrick immediately gave himself up, 
was bound over to appear at the next term of 
court, and then released. After the engagement 
between the whites and blacks Judge Fitzpatrick 
escaped. There were a good many negroes killed, 
how many was never known, and a number escaped 
to adjoining counties. 

The first representative of Mississippi County 
after the admission of Arkansas into the Union, in 
1836, was P. H. Swain, from whom Swain Town. 
ship received its name. 

Crittenden and Mississippi Counties were rep 
resented in the State senate by W. D. Ferguson 
in 1835-37-38, and in the session of 1840 he was 
still in the senate, P. H. Swain being representa 
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tive of this county. In 1842-43 A. G. Greer was 
the senator and W. M. Finley the representative. 
In 1844-145 Peter G. Reeves, previously mentioned 
as a noted hunter, represented Mississippi and 
Crittenden in the State senate, and Col. William 
L. Ward was representative. In 1846—-48-50-51 
G. W. Underhill was senator and Col. Elliot H. 
Fletcher representative. In 1850-53, Underhill, 
senator; Thomas J. Blackmore. representative; 
1854-55, Thomas B. Craighead, senator; Joseph 
C. Harding, representative; 1856-57, T. B. Craig- 
head, senator, Thomas M. Harding, representative; 
1858-59, T. B. Craighead, senator and T. B. Craig- 
_head, representative: 1860-62, Craighead, senator, 
John R. Acree, representative; in the legislature 


of 1863, the county was not represented. In 
1864-65, T. Lamberton, senator, no representa- 
tive, nor in the special session of that year. In 


1866-67, O. R. Lyles, senator, William W. Saw- 
yers, representative: 1868-69, D. H. Goodman, 
senator, A. M. Johnson, representative; 1871-72, 
J. G. Frierson of Cross, senator, L. D. Rozzell, 


representative. 


In the famous legislature of 1873, which revo- | 


lutionized the State government, relieving the peo- 
ple from disfranchisement, J. G. Frierson was 
senator; and the First district, composed of Craig- 
head, Cross, Jackson and Mississippi Counties, was 
represented by Roderick Joyner of Poinsett, W. 
H. Cate, of Craighead, H. M. McVeigh, of Missis- 
sippi, and F. W. Lynn, of Jackson. In the ex- 
traordinary session of 1874, Frierson was senator, 
and J. F. Davies was elected to fill the unexpired 
term of H. M. McVeigh, who had been appointed 
by the governor prosecuting attorney of the Elev- 
enth judicial district. In 1874—75, J. T. Hender- 
son, senator, and J. J. Ruddell of Chickasawba, 
representative; in 1878, Benjamin Harris, senator, 
J. H. Williams, representative; in the session of 
1879, B. Harris, senator, and J. O. Blackwood, 
representative; 1881, J. B. Driver of Mississippi, 
senator, and H. M. MeVeigh, representative; 
1883, Driver, senator, and F. G. McGavock, rep- 
resentative; 1885, John W. Stayton, senator, and 
Joseph Bradford, representative; 1SS7, Stayton, 
senator, and H. T. Blythe, representative; 1589, 


HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 


Ben Harris, Jr., senator, J. K. Hale, of Osceola 
representative. 

The men who served the county as representa- 
tives from the organization in 1833 to 1889 were. 
in the main, persons of excellent ability, and did 
much toward shaping the destiny of their State. 
They were not all men of education; some of them 
may have been very illiterate: but they were pos 
sessed of honest hearts and strong, natural sense. 
Those who were members before the late Civil War 
experienced none of the difficulties which confronted 
their successors after that conflict. 

Thos. B. Craighead and Col. Elliot H. Fletcher 
were, perhaps, the two most brilliant of those 
whom this county sent to the legislative assembly 
before the war—men qualitied by natural ability 
and scholarly attainments to fill with credit any 
position in the gift of the people. 
an able lawyer, and a fine orator. Fletcher was 
a boro ruler of men, and the magnetism of his 
manner, the clearness and elegance of his conver- 
sation, and his varied knowledge on all subjects. 
made him a welcome companion in every circle. 


Craighead was 


The public buildings of Mississippi County 


‘consist of a large two-story frame court-house, 


with the county offices in the lower and the court- 
room in the upper story, and a frame jail with iron 
cells, both of which are located on Broadway 
The court- 
house was erected in 1882-84, under the adminis- 
tration of S. S. Semmes, county judge, and cost 
all told about $8,500. 

The population of the county in 1840 num- 
bered 900 whites and 510 slaves: total, 1,410. it 
then contained 3,042 neat cattle, 76 sheep, 5,022 
hogs, and produced 107,615 bushels of corn, 3,908 
bushels of potatoes, and 22,500 pounds of cotton. 
It had one store, and one school with 25 scholars. 
This was taught by J. W. DeWitt, who was county 
clerk from 1836 to 1840. 

From 1840 to 1861 the county growth was slow 
and gradual. Its population in 1854 was only 
2,266, of whom 9541 
were produced 192,200 bushels of corn, and in 
1850, 200,250 bushels of corn, 455 bales of cot- 
ton, and 21,273 pounds of butter. 


street, at Osceola, the county seat. 


were slaves. In that vear 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 


The population at the outbreak of the war had 
not materially increased, being in 1860 only 3,895, 


\ 
! 
| 


and the effects of the Civil War upon the county | 


may be judged from the fact that in the ensuing 
ten years the population had decreased, being in 
1870, 3,633. 
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1835-26; John Troy, 1836-38; Fred Miller, 
1838-40; Nathan Ross, 1840-42; H. A. Phillips, 
1842-44; W. L. Ward, 1844-46; H. A. Phillips. 
1846-48; E. M. Daniel, 1848-56; J. H. Williams, 


— 1856-58; J. H. McKinney, 1858-60; J. W. Alris, 


But little progress in population and wealth | 


was made until the adoption of the constitution of 
1874. 


right of suffrage were removed, and an economic | 
| in 1886. 


State government, with A. H. Garland as goy- 
ernor, suon restored public confidence. Then the 
county began to grow, especially from 1877 to 
188]. 
had doubled its population since 1870. In the 
year 1877 the temperance wave struck this locality 


1864-66; J. H. McKinney, 1866-68; C. L. Moore. 
1868-72; L. M. Carrigan, 1874-76: Charles Bowen. 
1876-78; J. E. Felts, 1878-80; E. A. Garlick, 


From that time all restrictions upon the 1880-82; S. S. Semmes, 1882-84; E. Bevel, 1884— 


86; L. D. Rozzell, present incumbent, first elected 


Clerks: J. W. Whitworth, 1833-36; J. W. 


| DeWitt, 1836-40; J. P. Edrington, 1840-44; A. 


The census of 1880 showed that the county | 


G. Blackmore, 1844-50; H. A. Phillips, 1850-54; 


| D. D. Dickson, 1854-58; M. W. Nanney, 1858-62: 


and swept ?t like a whirlwind, and from Osceola | 


the agitation spread throughout the State. Great 
and permanent good was effected by the worthy 
movement in Mississippi County. But very little 
drunkenness will be observed among the people at 
this time. 

The only serious drawbacks to the county’s 
prosperity in late years were the disastrous floods 
of 1882-83-S4. These floods checked for a while 
all growth and development hereabouts. Many 


farms were temporarily abandoned, and new clear- 
' Daniel. 1838-42; Jobn Gibson, 1842-50: W. C. 


ings were left by those who had settled on the pub- 
lic lands. 
away, and the people seem to have forgotten them. 
The county is now in a more prosperous condition 
than at any previous period in its history. There 


The effects of this disaster have passed _ 
| Matthews, 1856-58; 


are almost as many Northern people in the county | 
Driver, August, 1874-78: J. W. Uzzell, 1878 to 
| January, 1884; G. F. Stowell, from January, 1SS4: 


as those of Southern origin, and they live together 
upon terms of perfect peace and mutual respect. 
Ex-Fedetal and ex-Confederate soldiers may be 
seen together at almost any time, apparently with- 
out a thought of the days when they met each 


_. other on opposite sides in deadly conflict. 


Mississippi County was organized in accordance | 


with an act of the legislature of Arkansas, ap- | 
proved November 1, 1833; and the following is a | 
| D. W. Bond, 1858-60; L. W. D. Bond, 1860-62: 
| D. Matthews, 1864-66; John Pedigo, 1866-68; H. 


list of the names of the county and legislative of- 
ficers, with the dates of their terms of service an- 
nexed, from the organization to the present: 


Judges: Edwin Jones, 1833-35; Nathan Ross, 





M. W. Nanney, 1864-66; W. A. Ferring, 1866- 
68; J. B. Best, 1868-74; J. K. P. Hale, 1874-S0: 
B. H. Bacchus, 18S0-S4; Hugh R. MeVeigh. 
1884-88; J. B. Driver, present incumbent. elected 
in 1888. 

Sheriffs: E. F. Lloyd, 1833-36; J. C. Bowen. 
1836-48; Charles Bowen, 1848-62; Charles Bowen. 
1864-66; John Long, 1866-68; J. B. Murray, 
1868-72; J. B. Driver, 1872-78; W. B. Haskins. 
1878-86; W. S. Hayes, present incumbent, first 
elected in 1886. 

Treasurers: Uriah Russell, 1836-88: T. L. 
Dillehay, 1850-54; C. W. Bush, 1854-56; D. 
C. W. Burk. 1858-60; D. 
Matthews, 1860-62; H. C. Edrington, 1864-66: 
D. Matthews, 1866-68; J. H. Edrington, 1868- 
72; J. H. Sheddon, 1872 to August, 1874; J. L. 


12; 


James Liston, 1884-88; C. H. Gaylord, present 
incumbent, elected in, LSSS. 

Coroners: S. MeLung, 1833-36; T. L. Daniel, 
1836-38; J. Williams, 1838-40; Thomas Sears. 
1840-42; Richard Pearson, 1846-48; J. Cunning- 
ham, IS848—-50; T. Williamson, 1850-52; E. O. 
Cromwell, 1852-54; J. V. Lynch, 1854-56; W. 


| C. Rosa, 1872-74; A. W.’ Lucas, 1874-78; G. E. 


Pettey, 1S78-S0; J. M. Lawrence, present incum- 
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bent, first elected in 1880, and has served contin- 
uously since. 

Surveyors: G. C. Bartield, 1833-386; J. G. 
Davis, 1836-38; A. G. Blackmore, 1840-44; J. D. 
B. Sherman, 
William Dillingham, 1850-52; E. G. Sugg, 1852- 


_ dition, and the directors have ample money to 


_ secure good teachers. 


Mr. Leon Roussan, the 


| present county examiner, is exerting himself to raise 


_ the grade of both teachers and schools. 


1846-48: G. Pendleton, 1848-50; | 


54; W. B. Wood, 1854-56; A. H. Fisher, 1856- | 


58; A. Faucette, 1858-60; William Femsite, 
1860-62; J. W. Uzzell, 1864-66; W. H. Craig- 
head, 1866-68; J. W. Uzzell, 1868-72; F. L. 
James, 1872-74; J. H. Rainey, i874-76; James 


Anthony, 1876-77; J. T. Burns, 1877-78; B. H. | 


Bacchus, 1878-80; George Benton, 1850-82; J. H. 
Caruthers, 1882-84; T. H. Musgrave, 1884-86; 
R. H. Clay, 1886-88; Reginald Archillion, present 
incumbent, elected in 1888. ‘ 

Assessors: H. C. Edrington, 1868-72; P. 
Mitchel], 1872-73; John Rainey, 1873-74; L. 


There is a high school in Osceola which ranks 
among the substantial institutions of the State. 
At Blythesville the directors are about to build a 
new school building, and then hope to raise the 
grade to a point that the people of Chickasawba 
need. 

School seryice, however, thronghout the county 
ean only be spoken of in terms of praise, as there 


_seems to be a feeling among the directors that 


the people will only be satisfied with the best, and 
as they have recently voted high taxation for school 
purposes, this county may be expected to take a 


| leading place in educational matters. 


Ward, 1874-76; D. D. Dickson, 1876-78; W. M. | 


Speed, 1878-80; J. A. Lovewell, 1880-82; J. R. 
Riggins, 1882-86; B. L. Hill, 1886-88; T. W. 
Davis, present incumbent, elected in 1888. 

In 1887 the National government constructed 


The first Baptist Church of Mississippi County 
was organized in Osceola, about 1870, by Elder 
H. H. Richardson, of Clear Creek Association, 


| Illinois. acting as missionary, and was composed 
_of the following constituted members: J. K. P. 


a strong and massive levee, from Bear Bayou to | 
John E. Felts and wife, Eliza Felts, all of whom 


Craighead Point. covering a distance of about 
twenty miles, and protecting the finest section of 
farming country in the county. The county has 
now in contemplation the 
levee to its northern limit, which will immediately 


continuation of this | 


make available for cultivation hundreds of thous- | 


ands of acres of rich and fertile lands; it will in- 


crease the taxable property of the county, and | 


open up large areas for settlement. 
the completion of this levee system to the southern 
limit of the county (which will probably be done 
during the next few years), Mississippi will be 


Thus, with | 
| county. 


thoroughly protected from the river floods, and | 
may then expect to see the opening of an era of | 


prosperity to which it is justly entitled. 

The enumeration of school children of Missis- 
sippi County in 1886, showed the presence of 2,582 
children of school age; in 1887, 2,809. There are 
present erumeration would probably exceed 3,000 
children of school age. 


ing in strength, membership 
~ and Frenchman’s Bayou. 


. twenty-nine school districts in the county, and the | 


The county schools are generally in good con- | 


Hale and wife, Melissa A. Hale, Charles G. Evans 
and wife, Martha Evans, Mrs. Rhoda Housman, 


exhibited their church letters from regular Baptist 
In 1880 they built 
a substantial and ornamental building. and now 


churches, and in regular form. 


have a membership of about sixty. 

There are Baptist churches at Chickasawba and 
other places in Mississippi County. 

The Methodists have an organization at Osce- 
ola, several churches in the southern part of the 
and four in Chickasawba Township. 
Blythe’s Chapel, Shady Grove, New Hope and 
Clear Lake. 

There are four organizations of the Presbyter- 
ian denomination in Mississippi County, all grow- 
and importance. 
These are located at Osceola, Nodena, Pecan Point 
The present pastors are 
Revs. Boggs and Lloyd. 

The colored people have numerous organiza- 
tions of various denominations throughout the 
county. 

The 


Catholic Chureh of Osceola, the only 
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church of this denomination in Mississippi County, 
was built in 1879. 
feet, weatherboarded outside and sealed inside; 
it is sixteen feet to the top of ceiling and sixty- 
four feet to the top of the cross; and cost, seated, 


$2,000. 


exertion of a committee of ladies. The congrega- 
tion numbers about thirty-five communicants, who 


- depend upon the transient visits of a priest to ad- 


minister to their wants. 

From the distress and poverty entailed by the 
most disastrous war in modern times, Mississippi 
County is rapidly passing to the period when it 
will become one of the most prosperous counties 
in the State. No one who studies the facts in the 


case can question this. Here is a county ‘‘rich 


beyond compare;’’ a county with timber resources | 
almost without limit; with agricultural possibili- | 
ties not surpassed, probably not equaled, by any | 
other county in the State, in the production of that | 
wonderful produect—-cotton, and nowhere else can | 


there be added to this such facilities for fruit rais- 
ing, for early and late vegetables, for the cereals 
and grasses, as in this favored section. 

What most impresses a chance visitor to this 
locality is the large number of self-made men —men 


It is a frame building, 44x24 | 


It was built with the proceeds of a fair | 
and by private subscription, raised through the- 


| being spent in Richmond. 


Indiana, his birth having occurred in Madison 
County, in 1855. He is the eldest of two children 
born to Anthony and Maria Archillion, and in the 
county of his birth he continued to make his home 
uatil nine years of age, afterward entering schaol 
at Evansville, Ind., where he remained until fifteen 
years of age, his father having passed to his long 
home two years previously. At the early age of 
thirteen years Reginald began depending on his 
own resources to obtain a livelihood, and although 
quite young he perceived that if he wished to make 
asuccess of his life a good education was very es- 
sential; accordingly he continued to attend school 
until seventeen years of age, the last few years 
He also attended the 


' schools of Huntington, Ind., one year, and was 





who came here a short time ago with absolutely | 


no resources, who are now, after a few years’ cul. 
tivation of this productive soil, living in compara- 
tive affluence. 
it is one of the most promising counties for emi- 
gration that the South can show. 


Mississippi County has an immense wealth of | 


This is undisputed evidence that | 


timber awaiting the advent of capital and labor to | 


put it in the markets of the world. All these ad- 
vantages are so apparent, that settling here has 
long passed the range of speculation, and success 


also engaged in studying law in that piace until he 
was twenty years of age, at which time he went to 
Louisiana, and two years later to Texas. On the 
ith of February, 1880, he came to Osceola, Ark., 
soon after engaging as a farm hand for A. B 
Young, at Osceola, but spent the winter months up 
to a few years ago in teaching school. He is a 
member of Chickasawba Lodge No. 134, F. & A. 


| M.: is now filling his second term as county sur- 


veyor, having been elected first in 1887 to fill a 
In 1881 Mrs. Rebecca (Cutwright) 
Hetherington, a native of Indiana, became his 
wife. 

Rollo Archillion, like his brother, Reginald 
Archillion, is an energetic and enterprising young 
agriculturist of Mississippi County, and now owns 
an excellent little farm of eighty acres, situated 
about one mile south of Blythesville, which property 
At that 
time but twenty-five acres were under cultivation, 


vacancy. 


has been in his possession since 1887. 


_ but he has since made many improvements in the 


and prosperity are positive rewards of moderately — 


directed energy and industry. 


ee 


Reginald Archillion, has been employed as 
farmer, school-teacher and surveyor during his 
residence in the county, and resides upon his 


wife’s lands on Clear Lake. He is a native of 


way of repairing the house, building fences, and 


clearing up the land; he has opened up five adai- 
tional acres, and expects soon to have his entire farm 
under the plow, which can be readily done. His 
father died when he was an infant. but, through 


| his own determination and the assistance of a kind 


and willing mother, he succeeded in attending 
school until about sixteen years of age; then, in 
company with his brother Reginald, he started for 
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the South with the expectation of bettering his con- 
dition, and after working in Louisiana for some 
time he went to Texas, in which State he remained 
After another short 
period spent in Louisiana he came to the State of 
Arkansas, and settled in Mississippi County at Clear 
Lake, where he spent some time in tilling the soil, 


for very nearly two years. 


and was there united in marriage to Miss Elma 
A. Conley, a native of the county and a daughter 
of one of the old and worthy settlers of this region. 
Mrs. Archillion owned an interest in a farm on 
Clear Lake, on which they located after their-mar- 
riage, and during their two years’ residence at this 
place Mr. Archillion taught school. At the end of 
this’period (in 1883) they concluded to go to the 
Lone Star State, where they both engaged in ped- 
agoguing for three years: then returned to Mis- 
sissippi County, Ark., where they have since made 
their home. Mr. and Mrs. Archillion are the 
parents of two children, Maud and Mabel. The 
mother has been for a number of years a consistent 
and worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Archillion is a member of Chicka- 
sawba Lodge No. 134, F. & A. M. 
man whose activity and energy will one day place 
him among the foremost agriculturists of the 
county, for everything about his place indicates 
thrift, which is one of the prominent characteristics 
of its owner. 


He is a young 


Jesse Ashburn is recognized as a careful, ener- 
getic agriculturist of this community, and by his 
advanced ideas and progressive habits has done no 
little good: for the farming interest hereabout. 
Originally from Huntsville, Ala., he was born in 
the year 1823, and is the son of Byrd Ashburn who, 
shortly after the birth of his son Jesse, loaded his 
family and effects on a flatboat at Huntsville and 
floated down the Tennessee River to the Ohio, on 
that river down to the Mississippi, and thereon to 
the mouth of the Hatchie River. He then sailed 
up that river to the mouth of Indian Creek, where 
he disembarked and took up land in Tennessee. 


Here he opened up a fine farm, but later sold out 


and moved to near Randolph, where he remained 


one year. He then moved with his family, con- 


sisting of his wife and four children, direct to | 











Frenchman’s Bayou, settled about a fourth of a 


mile from where his son Jesse now resides, and 
there remained until his death, which occurred in 
1847. 
Ashburn has lived in this settlement ever since, 
with the exception of about five years spent in 
During 


His wife survived him eleven years. Jesse 


Missouri, whither he had moved in 1863. 
the war he took part with neither side except to 
suppress a few guerrillas who were plundering 
indiscriminately in Missouri. For many years 
after his residence in Arkansas, there was no 
market, and but two settlements on the Bayou— 
one family by the name of McClung and another 
by the name of Owens—but they left no descend- 
ants here. The first school taught was at Owens’ 
house, and McClung’s son taught the first term. 
Mr. Ashburn attended, and the only book used 
was the spellmg book. This was about the year 
1836. The few settlers lived on corn bread and 
bear meat, this being the regular diet. The woods 
were full of animals, and privation and hardship 
were the order of each day. 
little coffee was secured from the boats on the 
river, but it was scarce and high. Most of their 
clothing was homespnn, although they sometimes 
secured a little shirting from the boats, and their 
shoes were made of leather tanned by themselves. 
Caps were made of otter hides. The first cotton 
was raised about 1849 or 1850, but was not culti- 
vated as acrop until a few years before the war, 


Once in awhile a 


after which it was raised with great protit along — 


the river front. It has been noticed that as the 
land is improved and cleared up the whole surface 
becomes dryer. Even in the last ten years there 
has been a very noticeable improvement. Mr. 
Ashburn has in his field now, under a fine state of 
cultivation, land that the water used to stand on as 
high as his waist. 
Adkinson, occurred in 1846. She is the daughter 
of John B. and C. A. (Watts) Adkinson, the father 


a native of Georgia, but who passed his last days in 


His marriage with Miss Emily 


Missouri, and the mother a native of Tennessee. 
To the union of Mr. and Mrs. Ashburn were born 
six children: Andrew J., John David, who married 
Miss Higgins, of Mississippi County, Ark., and is 
the father of six children; Savannah, who married 
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Joe N. Hays, and now lives on the Chickasawba, 
they have two children: Lavina J., married to J. R. 
Music, of Mississippi County, Ark.; Thomas J. 
and A. Forrest, at home. Mr. Ashburn is a mem- 
ber of Masonic Lodge No. 251, of Frenchman's 
Bayou, and has been a member and a main pillar 
in the Missionary Baptist Church for the past nine 
years. 

N. L. Avery, who is one of the important fac- 
tors in the business growth and prosperity of Os- 
ceola and Mississippi County, is justly entitled to 
more than a passing notice in this volume. Since 
his identification with this city as a business man, 
no one has been more active and enterprising, or 
has done more in the mercantile line to increase 
and extend the trade and influence of the place. 
His stock is large and complete, and the patronage 
drawn to him results largely from liberal and po- 
lite treatment. 
he was born in Memphis, January 1, 1853. His 
parents, Hamilton and Henrietta (Polk) Avery, 
were natives of New York and South Carolina, re- 
spectively. His father came to Memphis about 
1845, was engaged in the book business for a few 
years, and then became editor of the Memphis Bul- 
letin, remaining thus occupied for several years. 
He was then appointed wharf-master, but on ac- 
count of ill-health he resigned that position, and 
spent two years in traveling. 
Memphis in 1859, and soon afterward died there. 
His mother is still living, and makes her home in 
Memphis. 
cuse, N. Y., in 1859, at the age of eighty-nine 
years. 
in that city, and is seventy-eight years of age. 
The maternal grandparents died when N. L. 


The paternal grandfather died at Syra- 


The paternal grandmother is still living 


Avery s (the subject of this sketch) mother was a 
child, and her grandfather was a brother to Pres- 
ident James Kk. Polk. N. L. Avery passed his 
boyhood days in attending the public and private 
schools of Memphis. At the youthful age of thir- 
teen he engaged as messenger in a steamboat oftice, 
but subsequently entered a drug store with Mans- 
field & Higbee of that city. 


in a wholesale dry goods establishment (Joyner, 


In 1868 he engaged 


Lemmon & Gale), remaining thus employed until 


His native State is Tennessee, and | 


He returned to | 


1882. He began as an errand boy, and was suc- 
cessively promoted to the highest position, being at 
his retirement manager of and buyer for the no- 
tion department. In 1882 he came to Osceola and 
established his present business in that city, with 
a capital of $750. In 1SSS he erected the large, 
fine store-bouse which he now occcupies. In the 


' same year Mr. Raphael Semmes [see sketch of S. 


S. Semmes] was admitted as partner in the firm. 
which probably does the largest business on the 
Mississippi River between Memphis and Cairo. 
Mr. Avery owns a large tract of land, 1,000 acres, 
six niles west of Osceola, and is farming about 400 
acres. The firm are the owners of a large tract 
of land in Phillips County. 
store at Blythesville, which has a large and exten- 
sive trade. 


They have a branch 


Mr. Avery is the owner of a block in 
town, and also other property in the same place. 
By his marriage with Miss M. F. Pullen, daughter 
of B. K. Pullen, of Memphis, on November 3, 1575, 
he became the father of seven children: Hamilton 


King, Norman L., Jr., Walter Graham (died in 


infancy), Charles L., Bennie Pullen (died in in- 
fancy), Eugene R. and Percy P. 
family are members of the Episcopal Church. He 


Mr. Avery’s 


is a fair type of the self-made man, having risen 
from the lowest to the highest offices of a large 
store; and at last, after years of earnest, honest 
work, we find him starting for himself, with a 
capital of but $750. In six years he had built 


_ that business up from $5,000 in 1882 to $100,000 


in 1889, at the same time managing a branch store, 
This is a 
creditable showing for a young man, even in this 


doing an annual business of $30,000, 


community of almost universally self-made men. 
EK. MM. Ayres. 
that the first English immigrants to Virginia were 


It is a fact recorded in history 


a superior race, with most progressive views of 
government, liberty and laws, and who sought 
out homes in the New World in obedience to im- 
pulse prompted by lofty ambition and an earnest 
desire to benefit the race. From these ancestors 
sprang men who subseauently became eminent in 
different localities. A worthy native of that State is 
Mr. Ayres, who is one of the prominent planters of 
Mississippi County, Ark., and resides two miles 
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west of Osceola. 
County, Va., in 1840, and is the seventh in a fam- 
ily of nine children born to John W. and Mary 
(Masey) Ayres. 
Virginia, where they spent their entire lives, the 
mother dying about 1548 and the father in 1857. 


He was born in Buckingham 


The parents were also natives of 





sally respected. He was a soldier inthe War of 1812. 
The paternal grandfather was a farmer and miller, 
and was also a very prominent Methodist Episco- 
pal preacher, having married every couple in his 

E. M. Ayres 
in his native 


county for a period of twenty years. 
learned the rudiments of farming 
State, and attended the common schools until six- 
_teen years of age. 
age of twenty-one years, and in 1859 went to West 
Tennessee, where he engaged as overseer for his 
brother-in-law, John W. Chambers. At the break- 
ing out of the late war he threw down the imple- 
ments of peace to take up the weapons of war- 
fare, and enlisted in Capt. Dean’s command, after- 


He remained at home until the 





Infantry under Col. Nely. 
Mississippi division, and soon secured permission to 
organize a company, which he at once did, namely 
Company A, united with the Forty-seventh Tennes- 
see Infantry. 
during that most destructive engagement his com- 
pany was almost totally annihilated, only eighteen 
out of the 108 returning. Mr. Ayres then joined 


son, and operated in the Mississippi Valley. 
was in the battles of Corinth, Parker’s Cross Roads, 
Franklin, Tenn., and Murfreesboro, where he re- 





ceived a severe wound inthe hand. The company 
then made a campaign into Mississippi, and sur- 
rendered at Gainesville, Ala., in 1S65. 


time of service Mr. Ayres had three horses shot from 


During his 


under him, was captured several times, but always 
succeeded in making his escape. 
close engagements, was a fearless and daring sol- 
dier, and saw a great deal of the war. 
the saw-mill business with Dr. Hardin, 
ville. 








The latter was a well-known planter in his native | 
State, and the family was widely known and univer- | 


ward joined to the Fourth Tennessee Regiment of. | 
He was assigned to the | 





He was in the battle of Shiloh, and | 


the Henderson Scouts. under Capt. Tom Hender- | 
He | 


He was in many | 


store-house built in Osceola after the war. Mr. 
Ayres continued this business in a successful man- 
ner for over twenty years, and supplied the lum- 
ber to build most of the 
He has made a great deal of money by 


frame houses in this 
county. 


| strict application to business, and the energetic 


and thorough manner in which he has taken ad- 
vantage of all methods, tending to enhance the 
value of his property, has had a great deal to do 
with his obtaining the competence which he now 
enjoys. His wife was originally Miss Sallie Bowen. 
whom he married in 1867. Her father, Arthur 
Bowen, is one of the well-known settlers in this 
county. From time to time Mr. Ayers has bought 
large tracts of land, and is now the owner of about 
6,000 acres, 200 of which are under cultivation. He 
has made all the improvements on his place, and 
has assisted in opening 2,000 acres for cultivation. 
During his residence in Mississippi County he has 
seen many changes, and he speaks very highly of 
this section. The result of his marriage with Miss 
Bowen has been nine children, three of whom are 
deceased: Lizzie died at the age of two years: | 
Charley died at the age of two years, and Lelah 
died at the age of fourteen years. Those living | 
are Willis, who lives at home and is fourteen 
years of age; Arthur, twelve years of age; Clay, 
ten years; Louis, eight; Sallie B., six, and Eddy, 
two years in 1589. 
Benjamin H. Bacchus, a prominent druggist 
and farmer of Osceola, Ark., is a native of Kent 
County, Md., born at Chestertown on October 15, 
1848, and of the six children born to his parents, 
William and Harriet (Greenwood) Bacchus, Benja- 
min H. was the fifth in order of birth. 
ents were natives of Maryland, and the father for 


The par- 
a long time was a miller and farmer of that place. 


He died in 1872. 


having during the latter years of his hfe lived 


ther married Miss Susan Arthur. 


in retirement. Benjamin H. Bacchus passed his 


| youth in Chestertown, and received an exception 


In 1865 | 
he came to Mississippi County, and engaged in - 
of Nash- 


Here he sawed the timber to put up the first | 


The mother died in 1856, and in 1859 the fa- | 
} 
| 
| 
ally good edneation in publie and private schools. 


supplementing the same by a two years’ attend- 
ance at the college at Chestertown. He then took a 








course of instruction at Bryant, Stratton & Sadler's | 
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Business College, at Baltimore, and left that in- 


stitution fully equipped to enter upon any pursuit. | 
_ ton County, Tenn., and a pioneer of that coun- 


He followed the teacher’s profession for one term, 


and in 1867 went to Memphis, where he engaged | 
At the end of one | 
| began life for himself when nineteen years of age, 


in the cotton and oil business. 
and one-half years he came to Mississippi County, 
Ark., and commenced farming at Elmot, where he 
continued until 1880. 
elected county surveyor, and in 1880 he was elected 


clerk of the supreme court, ex-officio clerk of the | 
So well | 


county and probate courts, and recorder. 
did he fill this position that he was re-elected in 
1882. 


of Osceola. 


expiration of Mr. Bacchus’ term of office the debt 
of the city was wiped out, and the warrants were 


worth their face value. In July, 1885, Mr. Bacchus | 
engaged in the drug business in Osceola, and in | 
1888 he erected a fine store-house, into which he | 
The new quarters are | 
neat, tasty and ornamental, and contain a complete | 
Mr. Bacchus selected Miss | 


moved in February, 1889. 


line of fresh drugs. 
Katie M. Williams as his companion in life, and 
was wedded to her in 15871. 


Mississippi County, and is the daughter of James | 
cessful farmer, a valued citizen, and stands high 


H. Williams, who was formerly from Tennessee, 
and one of the old settlers of Mississippi County. 


In 1878 Mr. Baechus was | 
_ when he sold out his place and moved to Mississippi 


In 1887 he was elected mayor of the city | 
At this time the city was heavily in | 
debt, and its warrants were worthless; but at the | 
| herd of fine stock cattle and horses, and over 100 


a . | 
She was born in | 


with Mr. Addison M. Hill, Mrs. Baldock’s father, 
who was one of the best known citizens of Tip- 


ty, upon whom the citizens of that section still 
look with veneration and respect. G. C. Baldock 


and rented the land upon which he made his first 
crop. He continued farming until the year 1880. 
County, Ark., where he settled on Frenchman’s 
Bayou. In 1887 he bought 200 acres of fine land 
in that section, and at the present time has eighty- 
five acres under cultivation, besides making exten- 
sive improvements which will make the land aver- 
age about one bale to the acre. He also owns a 
hogs. January 17, 1882, Mr. Baldock was married 
to Miss Rosie P. Notgrass, a charming lady of 
Tennessee, and by this marriage has had three 
children: Mary Peete, Ella Maud and Derastus 
Norton. He is active in school matters, and has 
served as school director, believing that education 
should be within the reach of every child. Mr. 
Baldock is a pleasant and hospitable gentleman, 
whose genial manner has won for him a large cir- 
cle of stanch and influential friends. He is a suc- 


in the estimation of the surrounding community. 
Barton Bros. & Co., an enterprising firm at 


| To the union of Mr. and Mrs. Bacchus were born 
| seven children: Alice W., Lallie C., Lena S., Ben- 
jamin H., Jr., J. Greenwood, Minnie Avery and 
Mary Kate. Mr. Bacchus is a member of the 
Episcopal Church, and Mrs. Bacchns of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal. Mr. Bacchus is a member of 
Masonic Lodge No. 27, Osceola, occupying an 


Golden Lake, Ark., consisting of T. A., W. P. 
and Ida M. Barton, began business here as the 
successors of T. A. Barton. in 1886. In 1873 Mr. 
T. A. Barton came from the State of Mississippi, 
and entered into commercial life at Golden Lake. 
At that time (1881) the business at this point was 














official position. He was school commissioner of 


the county from 1872 to 1880, and takes a decided | 


interest in all school matters. 


G. C. Baldock, a popular and enterprising | 


farmer at Frenchman’s Bayou, is the eldest of 
three children born to Derastus and Mary Jane 
(Hill) Baldock, and was born in Tennessee in 1855. 


The elder Baldock was a farmer, and followed that | 


occupation until the outbreak of war, when he en- 
listed in the army and gave up his life in 1862. 
After the father’s death the family went to reside 


slight, and many business men would have given 
up the venture as a failure, but with that foresight 
that las always marked his success, Mr. Barton 
saw that the prospects in the future were very 
He kept 
adding to his stock from year to year, as the busi- 


flattering, and he continued his business. 


ness increased under his good management, and in 
1886 he was joined in partnership by his brother, 
who had previously worked for him as clerk. Their 
business consists of one of the finest cotton-gins 
on the Mississippi River, with a capacity of fifty 
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bales per day, a saw-mill with a capacity of 20,- 
O00 feet of lumber per day,anda general merchan- 


| dise store that enjoys a large patronage. Altogether 
they did a business last year of $30,000, which 
will be largely increased this year. The firm also 
-have large land interests in Mississippi County, 





owning in various tracts about 500 acres, from 
which they are cutting the timber to supply their 
saw-mill, and in addition to this they have 500 


acres of land under cultivation, in Frenchman’s | 
Bayou, besides a branch store and fine saloon at | 
that place, anda tramway from the river to French- | 
man’s Bayou, a distance of six miles, which pene- 


trates the timber region. The Barton family are 
natives of North Carolina, where T. A., the eldest 
of a family of seven children, was born in 1861. 
The parents were J. T. and Mary M. (Adams) Bar- | 
ton, of South Carolina and Georgia, respectively. | 
Thomas A. remained with his parents on the farm, 
and attended school until his twentieth year. In 
1873 he was married, in Tennessee, to Miss Ida 
Parker, of Mississippi, and after his marriage 
moved to Arkansas, where they ‘settled in Poinsett | 
County. He remained in that county one year, 
and met with a great many losses during that time, 


afterward moving to Mississippi County, where he | 


farmed for six years prior to entering business at 
Golden Take. Mr. and Mrs. Barton are the par- 
ents of six children: William Arthur, Ida Ellen, | 
Veta May, Joseph T., James and Quincy G., and | 
Mr. Barton is a member of the K. of H., in which | 
association he carries a $2,000 policy. William | 
P., junior partner of the firm, was born in North | 
Carolina in i857, and was the fourth child of the 
family. He moved first to Poinsett County, and | 
later on came to his present home, in company with | 
his brother, Thomas, with whom he has been asso- 
ciated in business since the firm commenced oper- 
tions. He was married, in December, 1587, to | 
Miss Mary Musick, of this county, and they are 
the parents of one child, a girl, named Tennessee | 
Block. Among the many enterprising and pros- 


perous citizens of this county, certainly none are | 
| more worthy or deserving of success than the mem- | 
bers of the firm of Barton Bros. & Co. Upon | 
| entering Arkansas their arrival was beralded by 


misfortune and financial ruin, but out of the chaos 
of their deplorable condition they rose equal to the 
occasion, and paved the way to their present for- 
tune. Shortly after commencing their business, a 


| tire consumed the store, and the fruit of their 
| patient industry was engulfed in flames; but again 


they put their shoulders to the wheel, and tc-day 


| they stand living examples of those two virtues, 


pluck and perseverance. Through all the vicissi- 
tudes of their earlier life in Arkansas, they still 
preserve and enjoy good health. 

William Biship. A lifetime of hard, earnest 
endeavor in pursuing the occupation to which he 
now gives his attention, coupled with strict integ- 


_ rity, honesty of purpose. and liberality in the right 


directions, have had the result to place Mr. Biship 
among the truly respected and honored agricult- 
urists of the county. He was born in Missouri, 


| in 1818, and as his father was a successful tiller 


of the soil, Mr. Biship was reared to farm labor 
until about the age of seventeen years. In 1836, 
he made a visit to Arkansas, having relatives living 
at Osceola, which was then a small collection of 
log huts; but soon moved back to Missouri, where he 


| continued to reside until 1844, when he returned 


to Arkansas. In this State he has since resided, 
and has lived in Mississippi County the principal 
part of that time. He tirst visited the county on 
a hunting trip, but being favorably impressed with 
it he located here, and has since made it his home. 
In 1850 he entered land, but soon sold it, and 
afterward settled several tracts, which he sold 
after making a few improvements. In 1844 there 


were but four families in what is now Chickasawba 


Township, and the towuship had also an Indian 
population of about 100. After a few years Mr. 


_Biship made a permanent settlement on forty 
_ acres, where he has since made his home. His 


marriage with Miss Bryant occurred at an early 
date, and: to them were born two children: Andrew 
Jackson, a blacksmith at Blythesville, and Vir- 
ginia, wife of Mr. Carney, and residing in Little 
River County, Ark. Mrs. Biship died, and Mr. 
Biship took for his second wife the Widow Golden, 
by whom he has one living child: William Oliver, 
who is married and lives at home. When first 
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settling in the county, Mr. Biship experienced 
He was compelled to 
go to Hornersville, Mo., a distance of about forty 
miles by water, for their meal, and the people de- 
pended but little on tame meat, and subsisted 
chiefly on game. About the end of 1850, there 
was a store started in the settlement that is now 
called Cooktown. Mr. Biship still resides on the 
original forty acres that he settled years ago, and 
has this wholly under cultivation. Though now 
quite advanced in years, Mr. Biship is remarkably 
well preserved, as the ‘‘ravages of time’’ have 
had but little effect on him. 
ness to the complete development of this section. 
He was never very active in politics, but has held 
the office of constable of this section, and was 
deputy sheriff under Sheriff Bowen. 

A. J. Biship has been a resident of Mississippi 
County, Ark., all his life, his birth having oe- 
curred here in 1846, he being the eldest of two 
children born to William and Diadema (Bryant) 
Biship, who were natives of Scott County, Mo., 
and came to Mississippi County, Ark., at an early 
day. [For further history of their lives see sketch 
of William Biship.] A. J. Biship received a fair 
knowledge of the English branches in the schools 
of his native county, and was reared to a knowledge 
of agricultural life on his father’s farm in Chicka- 
sawba Township. After his mother’s death, which 
occurred when he was about eight years of age, 
his father married again, and he remained with him 
until he attained his seventeenth year, when he 
began learning the art of photography, at which 
he worked for eight years, traveling through the 
country aud on the river. At the age of twenty- 
five years he engaged in teaching school, and 
wielded the ferule for four terms in Mississippi 
County, after which he commenced rafting lum- 
ber from Big Lake down the St. Francis River to 
Helena, continuing this occupation two years. He 
was married about this time to Miss Maggie Brown, 
a native of the county, and a daughter of Jack 
Brown, an old pioneer of this region. In 1869 he 
began keeping a store on Big Lake, but returned 


many hardships and trials. 


He has been a wit- 


to Chickasawba Township and opened a wagon and 
blacksmith shop at Cooktown, locating at the end 


ae 


of one year in Jonesboro, where he was engaged 
in blacksmithing. Sickness in his family made 
this a disastrous move, and at the end of one year 
he returned to Chickasawba Township with only 
31 with which to start anew. In 1854 he opened 
a shop in Blythesville, which he is still successfully 
conducting, and is doing a constantly increasing 
trade In 1888 he purchased 120 aeres of land 
one mile from Blythesville, on which property he 
has erected some good buildings, and has five acres 
under cultivation. 
his improvements until he has reduced it all to a 


He expects to rapidly continue 


state of cultivation, which day wil] not be far dis- 
tant if Mr. Biship evinces his usual energy and 
perseverance. He, lke many of his neighbors, is 
a member of Chickasawba Lodge No. 134, of the 
F. & A. M. He 
prising man, and in all his operations is meeting 


is an intelligent and enter- 


with substantial evidence of success, results which 
all concede he fully merits. 
Brew has resulted in the birth of four children: 
William Andrew, Major Green, Aurora Lurena 
and Robert Thaddeus. Mrs. Biship is a consistent 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Hon. Henry T. Blythe, a prominent citizen 
of Blythesville, was born in Virginia in 1516, being 
the fourth in the family of ten children of John 
and Elizabeth (Cobb) Blythe, natives of South- 
ampton County, Va., where the father followed 
farming. In 1826 the family moved to Henry 
County, Tenn., bought a farm and were among 
the pioneers tothat county. The father put many 
improvements on his place, and made it his home 
mostly till his death in 1839. 
viyved him several years and died 


His union with Miss 


The mother sur- 
about 1545. 
Henry T.’s paternal grandfather, also John Blythe, 
was a native of Scotland, and emigrated to Vir- 
ginia from that country before the independence of 
the United States. 
time in the Revolutionary War. 


He served a portion of the 
The maternal 
This man 
was one of four brothers, one of whom, David, 
was the grandfather of Thomas H. Blythe, who 
died in California in 1883. Our subject was reared 


grandmother was a native of Virginia. 


on the farm in Virginia till ten years of age, when 
the family moved to Tennessee, and there he at- 
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tended the common schools till eighteen years of | 


age, when he went to Mississippi, spending about 


six years in the early settlement of the northern | 


part of that State, a part of the time being among 
the Indians. In 1841 he returned to Tennessee 
and settled in Lauderdale County, where he fol- 
lowed farm labor. About twelve years later he 
came to Arkansas and loeated on Crooked Lake, 
Mississippi County, settling on a farm in the 
woods, and cleared about sixty 


his home til] 1873, when he moved on a tract of 
land previously purchased in partnership with Mr. 
Moseley in 1864. This is the tract upon which he 


since been built. 


the first steam mill in this section. He has since 
added about 300 acres to this place, and now has 
a fine tract of 500 acres of some of the best farm- 
ing land in the county. Of this 185 acres are 
under a high state of cultivation. In 1580 he 
laid off a tract for a village, which was named in 
his honor, Blythesville. He was soon appointed 
the first postmaster, and served in that capacity 
till the summer of 1889, a term of nearly nine 
years. Mr. Blythe’s saw-mill and cotton-gin were 
the first business enterprises here, where now are 
several stores, and the pleasant homes of many 
In 1586 Mr. Blythe was elected by the 
people of Mississippi County to represent them in 
the State legislature, serving one term. 


families. 


During 
this time he introduced several bills of importance 
to the State at large. 
times have been earnest workers in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and our subject was reared under 
Methodist influence. 
license as an exhorter, and was a constant worker 
in the church till 1862, when he was granted a 
preacher’s license; in due time after this he was 
made deacon and elder, which offices he still fills. 
In 1875 he was instrumental in building a church 
at Blythesville. which still retains the name of 
Blythe’s Chapel, so christened in honor of the rec- 


In 1841 he was given a 


He has been 
married five times, and has had nine children, 


ognized patronage of our subject. 


acres, erected | 
buildings and made many improvements. This was | 


_E. Murry became Mr. Blythe’s wife. 
now lives, and where the town of Blythesville has | 
Upon the small clearing then | 
made he at once built a steam saw-mill and gin— 


_ manners and their winning ways. 
of 1889 Mr. Blythe spent three months in the State 


This family from remote | 


seven of whom are yet living. 
occurred in 1842, to Miss Mary Jane Fisher, a na- 
She died in 1844, leaving one 


His first marriage 


tive of Tennessee. 


_ child, a boy named William W., who died soon 


after. His second marriage was, in 1851, to Miss 
Elizabeth Willis. She lived only about one year, 
and died without issue. In 1854 Mrs. Julia A. 
Young, a native of Tennessee, became his wife. 
She died in Arkansas in 1865 without children. 
In 1868 Mr. Blythe married Mrs. Amanda Drew, 
a native of Georgia, who only lived about one year 
and left one child, Margaret Ann; the latter also 
In 1871 Mrs. Millie 
This lady 
was a native of Alabama. To their union seven 
children were born, all of whom are living: Alice 
F., Henrietta J., Emma F., Eva Harris, Henry 
Thomas, Nola Ada and John Wesley. This inter- 
esting family is the pride of our subject’s heart. 
Coming to him when the weight of years bore 


died in her fourteenth year. 


_ with a heavy hand upon his head, these children 


renewed his youth, for in their merriment he threw 
a bridge across the gulf of time, and lived again 
in fancy the freedom of a child. As years have 
come and gone these little ones have all passed 
through infancy and youth to maturer years, and 
are now developing in character and mind, with a 
purity in which a parent’s heart can rejoice, proving 
sources of the greatest comfort. They are justly 
esteemed by all who know them for their pleasing 


In the summer 


of California, but in his journey through othér lo- 
calities he saw no place that pleased him so well 
as his home in Arkansas. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, was one of the charter mem- 
bers of Chickasawba Lodge No. 134, and was a 
member of the committee sent to secure the 
charter from the Grand Lodge of the State. 
David Boney is a man who has risen to consid- 
erable prominence in the affairs of Mississippi 
County, not less in agricultural matters than in 
other circles of active business life. © His birth oe- 


curred in the ‘‘ Old North State,’ be being the 


third of five children born to James and Martha 
(Henderson) Boney, who were also North Carolin- 








— 





—— — - ee 


- a ee 


= an 


BAEVAAAA YO vagrant 


+04 wt feat etl sgnivil jay etn modw to opves | 
a i anak viet asl of £2281 o7 bavrinso 

iy gdiveel JPAL ni beth ad jsoesanasT Yo etB | 
wi adw . WW eal beara yod «a .btds 

ii of J dey “iW eal beopes eit svete") 
iroda yiow Kevil nd .allfi 7? diodasifl 
ri £ ton! al appear toad heth har 
H raged 1G itt is PAL ae 3B! wot 
ddiw GNRT v4 partsar if bei ade 
shonarA, 2, bebrinen oliyitl a BNET al 
% Dive dg } i -glao ottw sop oed) To orien a 
CBs TawAl Os oA leveyie lh, bltfa aad ital hae 
lf pute ial .«pey Hinestlinek ted al herb 
viol ed? low s'oddyl 40 oammped Yom’ 
noves miu siedi oT c.sersdlilA to ovided # aaw 
oils nivel ose ceodw. to [le jintad exser aeabiids 
mish ova 0 woud GL stieicaal ,.'0 
mioieidl  voléoW adol bos sbhk alot esorodT | 
dined «‘doejdee avo to ehing add aib-yiagel pares 
od ewsy to ddgiow sai avdw wit of yi? 
mblide seed, bodied « ball yveed 8 sti 
rit of daenitwss tied gisel aden end howesnes 
iivge bevil han oot lo Usy edi sora ogbird a 
at exaey ek  blido « to mabeoe? oct Yount ai 
boeeig lis syed esno-eliil seadd eheg Dox smros 
ay) ine, toute oft divey bas youeiat f fey bots 
dttw .baimt bas teismiedo at gaigolsreb i 

WUICHE SH1Opys 19 Isged a jog Mes BI 197 i te 

(iient eis yedT «6trolasoo fasiagity edi Fo asvenoe ; 
wihteLs dt word, onw Is vd Beorootae 






oelw viedd bon wulagac 


seth edd oi adtacer sedi Joeqe.odiyill 
ol sidio dened moot aid-ai ted piviohinO Yo 
flew sey dead epaly on wie ect anidileo 
“ld pan sei oll . eaposdsk of eerod aid an 
rst wrredo od? Yo eno caw .ytinwleit sinceslfi 
ue saw hon 281 vohod sdwhetiloidD. to exed 
edt quinoa -ot tmea sottianmon aft to tedmanm 
mant@ odd lo ogiend bass odd tort tetteds 


biasco eh aoekt eed orb, meus al earl hive. 
ereta. a m- OBE LONE aligre 


a 
it} 


6 ee a 
tepaineiael Ll 


aed woot bite Soalq eidd ot corde ON. ath 


| B18 ore. fs Moo bine Tiei-were “outs het 


‘of covif dasesugon of Yiave iqqienkerlé 
ME LEB to" |e 


“Go ‘gamit wild agiaten ilies foidwe allies 


Ana alia 4 araydinst 256 ai pao] Aba aped’ 
oo dict eit © wl! esdiand avitoa to elo tedio. 
ot onted al “slate dexot Al? add oi benush 


minal. Boe seg, of avad neiblino evit lo fetid? 


~ailonal) dinoK oak, exe ow. (pane (none aie ua oaia b 


ma he ee ment 


-» boinsrg esw of wodw S51) Mis tov 













































































oe | en ee me ge eae 


to aie Moahipie init cata Orit 
jnods gaibasde Hep iattan ob toew | ahs 
nrvedihow oft Fo healer visas ad’ ath ns 
Sete agents rmie ailipio diary fi atad® dx la 
“il Signs eon fel al uf iba 7 
lot ed jie) olabywhirel aii 
did wotal ‘wiaey avigwed jwodA. .todah . 
sisi badoor do: bedgod! bas err 
odd no qailtion ” ydimoD 1G 
Pestoerns - {nods bersele ‘ 
saw slit atosmtevcxqari yinor wbaaet f 
to Somite no heveo od nodw SAP: 
21 dtiw qideipatiaq “at hosadownng) lass 
ai dondw ooqn tas oddai aidt 106K 
sed olfireadtyl Yo avot sedi) ovedy ban 
neds gaissely Unsrre add, aogd idligd. 
—cihg bos Hintwse mesta s sind won hi 
amar esd oA eidi of Mies p 


fees soiree 
ated 


pt pork i 


ois 


qixte 


Doiieee * 


wrist teed of Ao Soros Jo.petop 00a 16 do 
em estos GALT eid? TO  yinedo odd | 
ad OGPL al otterittino ta otsta. a ] 

it beam aew doidw wil iv 2 ‘wot 49 oa 

batniogga. nove hiw-git wel ivoodreleh nonod 
‘tivsqne” tedt ni hewswe how “mbes: 
enia \tiasa’ to arte? at BRE To eaten 


a@ 


7, tod seer 1pine- easutie 
gate 108 to iagenelqg odd bas 4916 
orld yd hetosle any elt 1 eae PeBr, al 


‘eh wen ‘oT 


+ 
oe ther: d 


goth met eato yeerien ourtaleigal 9 
voqant to ellid laxGirou besnbostad ad) 
siome: aroml wWinwl etd’ pret dp 
jeiboddele add ‘nt arodttow Jae tribe peer 
pen horeat enw dbhjdne wo bas tot 
sn devig’ enw 4d 1 h80 ol oonei fai 
WeHtOw taalenod s kaw Brin veatiodza. 


ary rah 


: 


asw aif eiiy setia eorthenb si 18a, 
lit Nite 6d poof’ doidlw soble fae 
damids |e yi tia ni istoens one ane 4 


-omt od} lo Toand at baasdeiats o@ fous 
heed esd #li ea na ‘10- =i engacten 


ae hee J 


Ty, ARKANGAS 


GraicHeao Coun 











’ F 
7 
. Nia RSIS 
. tasnannA crue] casHmiARd | 
1 eee 








MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 





jans, where the father died when his son David 
was six years old. His widow removed with her 
children to the State of Tennessee, where she after- 
ward married again, and in 1851, came to Arkansas. 
David Boney was principally reared in Lauderdale 
County, Tenn., his youth and early manhood be- 
ing spent in following the plow, but at the age of 
twenty-one years he began to trade on the river, 
coming at the end of two years to Mississippi 
County, Ark., and settling in the Clear Lake coun- 
try, his occupation being that of farming and raft- 
ing. In 1853, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Malinda Stuckey, who lived but a few months. 
Growing tired of tilling land belonging to other 
men, Mr. Boney, in 1858, purchased a tract of 
eighty acres on Clear Lake, and two years later he 
settled on this farm with his wife, whose maiden 
name was Miss Sallie Boone, her birth place being 
Tennessee. They resided here until 1566, then 
sold out, and the following year moved to 
Tennessee, where Mr. Boney purchased a 200-acre 
tract of woodland. He entered actively upon the 
work of improving, and the result of his industry 
is eighty five acres of land cleared and under culti- 
vation, the property fenced, two good houses and 
other buildings, and an excellent orchard. He 
returned to Mississippi County, Ark., in 1874, and 
purchased 160 acres of land, where he resided and 
made improvements for one year, then rented his 
place and returned to his farm in Tennessee. 
Here he ,continued to live until the winter of 
1888, since which time he has resided in Arkan- 
sas. He has just purchased 160 acres of land 
in this vicinity, on which he expects to make 
immediate improvements, there being thirty acres 
already under the plow, and twenty acres ready 
for improvement. Good timber, abundance of 
water, convenient and necessary buildings and 
other desirable conveniences render this a model 
farm. In 1882 his second wife passed to her 
long home. His third marriage occurred in the 
fall of 1882, his wife being a Miss Susan Halfacre. 
The family worship in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Boney’s children, ten of whom were 
by his second wife and six by his third, were as fol- 
lows: John J. (deceased), Noah (deceased), David 





_D. (deceased), Martha J. (deceased), Mary F. (de- 
ceased), Mandy C., George R., William W., Em- 
ma J., Lou E., an infant son (deceased), Mary A. 
(deceased), twin sons (deceased), Susan L. and 
Lena L. 

P. S. Borum, liveryman, of the firm of J. H. 
Borum & Bro., Osceola. This stable, from the 
large business it does, not only exemplifies the 
importance of this part of the town, but reflects 
credit on its management. Mr. Borum was orig- 

inally from Tennessee, where he was born in 1547, 

and was the-eldest of nine children born to Rey. 

J. H. and Ann C. (Brooks) Borum [see sketch of 

J. H. Borum]. P.S. Borum was reared in the 

town of Durhamville, and at the age of seventeen 

years he began clerking in the store of J. H. 

He 

then, in partnership with his brother, James W.. 

opened a general store in the same place, and 

there remained two years, during which time his 
brother died. Mr. Borum then sold out the store 
and engaged in tilling the soil, which industry he 
carried on for four years, with comparatively good 
success. He subsequently went to Brownsville 
and re-engaged in clerking, but after one year re- 
turned to farming. 


Borum, where he continued for two years. 


He followed this occupation 
until 1878, when he went to Dyersburg, engaged 
in clerking, and after remaining there for four 
years, in the fall of 1883, came to Osceola, where 
he joined his brother, J. H. Boruni, in tke livery 
business, and this business has since grown into a 
flourishing trade. Mr. Borum began practically 
with nothing, but now has one of the best equipped 
livery stables in the State. They have forty 
horses, twenty hacks, carriages, buggies, etc., and 
can turn out, day or night, as fine rigs as are to 
be found. At the age of fifteen years, Mr. Borum 
enlisted in Company M, Seventh Tennessee Cav- 
alry, under Col. William Jackson (afterward Gen. 
Jackson), and was in the battles of Cross Roads. 
Miss., Pulaski and Nashville, Tenn., Fort Pillow 
in 1862, Florence, Ala., and also in the compaign 
through Alabama, Tennessee and Mississippi. 


He 


was in many close quarters, and in many minor 


He surrendered at Gainesville, Ala., in 1865. 


engagements, but escaped without a wound, or 




















= a | ¥ 











i : 
ee 
~sT - 
‘ 
| 7 
bb) EB vinld (fanaa) albu Abeennsob) a 
ch WT eal Wl . ST eetoad) OS vheall i bowass 
 (beenieb) moa tostat an, pod wl But 
| neene , hasiesedy ) mroe fiw (heannant) 
wl amet 
HW -] 9)? of; 4 Mae on roe a 5 
eon aldsin’ idl alosoad) ,oil oi aero 
tifa) , is eagietted aati! 
1 tri ia hm 7 { rah OOPATOT aT 
ai itmiate hf GVH wt ap bufsses 
) Mow a " Fav pe T ont 4 hy edi 
| ot ot ated seahlig ‘Sita 16 betty a sew fete 
Mi shododl | oirsofl (aloo!) .D wot hap (HOE 
| H¢vigsy eiw- inv, OF forth J 
F 792 lo ons ort do bre Hivaedw] jo awed 
H lo etole of) ai gubliely waged off BiIB8y 
aH 2% O88 YO) heaitiians ed eredw sor 
W somal eltor ‘aid diiw qideveninag cry jiredy 
| | evalg singe dd¥ ‘ai e1032' frre 4 besaqo 
d said dotdw volt @1H9y owt’ he oniBaMe? ovat} 
vrolz- ed} i290 Bios aedd meno ie bok warhtornd 
| d riteabot dsids Jide site Balls) ni beige Lane 
O08 Leriareqaios diz tHe Asc yo ay Lihintieo 
Allivenwortl et Stray v Cis8 poadens aH PAY as 
ST TS9T “O- yissis tod merbliels a Doty a Gor erg Fugen 


i LOnaqiee ee bagetlot oH" ania aa 


ad node (ETRE 


iottea Han. padi, 


oa | 


fe rLS3t9 


bya WAV | EET itt Ot taaw fitinn 
pUiciwIme:s rei hey ri 


tof { [ewes Cio, 
Ji2U m4 i) ; 1 “2FgR% ee.) 


to Lat dt aie we THOY 
roe edt at word IE sedbosd aid “— eed 
we itpare? ! atd? Boe 
oben abide 
Sad wor tod itidton ihiiw 
edwd@ odd ai esldade 
189 edoed yinewd aoa 
‘8 a eyit oat es Jdgia tw yab ~no md ago 
ivi aM arse, asedtt to gus all $A 
dizevee: M vanquol) pi bedatlac 
sivrions) coedost msiliiW Jo wbar . ula 

| hawk sor) Yo xalttad add ai dew bos (ooadest | 
woud tot ,.oveT wollivdesh, hos hleeiod .eailf 

| 4 sarpnoo 9d) af ofa haw , alk scones TSOAL ni 
ate arr wilt fui MOEA, sheers hd 

| a} Cl gi ait plliveouin® Je bermbasrsiis off 
fous (anor ot bas jesodtney 


UTS BR S500 tae BeOytie Ae 


AiO lf 

(peri i Teel eft Io ag 
} uh i re gt rat] 
; ‘ ‘*) “9 


Ps Sth hcl ; 
e ye 2 


tear 


eo! 
_& 


-bairteot aj 


in Gosegnae') 


aoaeiy eT 


seolo Yam nl ave 


| 1) bavew 4 doodsin begsoee ind FIDO QA gD 
| i z 





i ee 





Aan end erie den onigaasll ete oes ra em 


«wrnveD tiataateane ny 


bas Bs aOthligd - wrusaesnec has. Jnsiaevaan | 
‘lebour 4 sid? «sbast PeonsineTI04 oldaxi 


Anquoriqd deihudtoll add al qidetow lin 


er arm hi Aa Saanerareneee ee 













































hiveth toe ae and Bi sade od 
rad rdiw Kuwgunes wobie eit” Bos 
‘wollte sda unedw vonaennas | nite ould & bichrs ue 
eneabeyk of pane. LOBE ot har fing boiz r 
Slakvredoensl ct bara ‘Ulbqinning- sew "90 E 
od Boosh Ai Me Dare dates % aid, ‘anet: ee 
ty “~~ at! indod jwoly odd waiwallot ab i 
nt odd og obmrt of aia od ean o 
iyepinsianl NM ot ainoy Ow? to Boe ad) : ' 
‘Hoc ode weld odd ai guiltes fae tid 
Hat Doacaniterin? to todd yaied noktaq 
dijiw eysirtent oi bedion vaw ad 808) 
atitnos Wot w dud bevil odw ,yedout ak 
redto of wdiyaoled. fast gaillit Yo batt 
to dour @ bosedong (PERE pi 19008 
ed total emey owd bes dst tof) aoe 
osbtinr seodw jatew aid div arts? sicld : 
watled soaly Uluid tad mavokl oiftge vail 
aodd O88! ‘liao oved bobiea yodT. 
O¢ Devoas 10% gaiwollot edt bug 
wise 4 bending YOnod arate 
ot neogu. ylevites beratns’ oH -bastioo 
tnanhed nid 10 deen ont Bins yuivorgeay | 
Hits ashes hap berteely futsl to BVINS OF 
bow sexnod borg ort baaaed uhteyorg 
wil . .biadoio jogllesie on fue eget 
bas are ai ded ydaioD lefcplenienilt o 
baw hebiaus oil analy baal to eorog OL £ 
aid Dediex soadt AN9Y 900 4 etoomey 
eoveonagT ai arta? eid o) bamudé4 ba 
to welaiw ord liseen evil of boratigos, @ 
aritté ot bebiaer xd od omit sloiitw de 
bes! to boton OST Hesatlorg tant ead ‘@ 
a0t- od aloogza od) doldw ie (iaisie: : 
18 Until goied sted} eitamovorqast ¢ 
“ en98 Yoowt bax oly od) wha 
to ooushasdn rodiais ‘hoop aAnasreve 


4 


19d ot beetaq alive baose- aid S4er’ ai fe 
od} ai Leruve eysitisa brid ei 
Owe unene soil 2 paied oliw aid 28 Bat i 


stew modw.to ant noibfids & ‘yoaod ue 
fot eg onow brid? eid ed xia bas whi fa 708 


dive ——- oie ub 

















HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 





ever being taken prisoner. 


He has since lived in | 


Osceola, and has taken an active interest in all — 


local affairs that pertain to the good of the com- 
' munity at large. 

Joseph H. Borum, Jr., a member of the well- 
known firm of J. H. Borum & Bro., liverymen at 
Osceola, is a native of West Tennessee, born in 
1858, and is the seventh in a family of nine chil- 
dren born to Rev. Joseph H. and Ann C. (Brooks) 
Borum, natives of Virginia and Tennessee, respect- 


ively. The elder Borum was a merchant in Ten- | 


nessee prior to the war; in later years he was a 
Baptist preacher, and was the author of ‘‘ Baptist 
Ministers of West Tennessee.’’ He died July 13, 
1888. 


minister in West Tennessee; married about 3,000 
couples, and has received five generations of one 
family into his church. He was well and widely 
known throughout the State. The mother is still 
living in Tennessee, and is now (1889) seventy-two 
years of age. She is the only one living of a 
family of nine children. Joseph H. Borum, Jr., 
entered the school at Covington, Tenn., at the age 
of ten years, remained there three years, after 


This remarkable man baptized about 4,000 — 
people; organized more churches than any other | 


which he entered the Southwestern Baptist Uni- — 


versity cf Jackson, Tenn. He remained there two 
years. and then started out thoroughly fitted to 
enter upon any position in life. 
to Osceola, Ark., and was principal of the Osceola 
High School for six years. In 1883 he engaged 
in the livery business with J. L. Driver, but in 


In 1877, he came 


_ passed his last days. 


1884 he continued the business under the firm | 


name of J. H. Borum & Bro. In 1888 he was 
elected mayor of Osceola without opposition, and 
was complimented by being re-elected in 1889 
without opposition. Under his administration and 
his predecessor’s, Mr. Bacchus, the city has been 
relieved from debt, and its affairs are now con- 
ducted on able business principles. Quiet and or- 
der reign upon its streets, and it is said by all that 
Mr. Borum fills the office of Osceola’s mayor with 
credit and respect. 

Capt. Charles Bowen. There are many men in 
this county at the present day in whose lives there 
are but few thrilling incidents or remarkable events, 


of all. 


yet whose success has been a steady and constant 
growth, and who, possessed of excellent judgment, 
strong common sense and indomitable energy, 
have evinced in their lives and characters great 
symmetry, completeness and moral standing of a 
high order. Such traits may be found in the char- 
acter of Mr. Bowen, a native of Jackson County, 
Tenn., born on the 28th of February, 1$14, and 
one of the most prominent planters of the county. 
His parents, John and Jennie (Crawford) Bowen, 
were originally from Virginia, but came to Tennes- 
Shortly after the birth of 
their son, Charles, they removed to the western 
district of Tennessee, and there built the first cabin 
in what is now Dyer County. They subsisted for 
the first year exclusively on wild meat, and did not 
taste bread during that time. 
Western Tennessee for seven years, where Charles 


see at an early. day. 


After living in 


| Bowen clerked in a store in Trenton, the family 


moved (1828) to Mississippi County, Ark., and set- 


| tled fora short time on the river, near what is now 


Barfield Point.- After two years Charles, with his 
father, fitted out a store and produce boat, and 
traded on the river for about three years. They 
then returned to Mississippi County, and there 
made a permanent settlement. After a few years 
the elder Bowen went back to Tennessee, and there 
The mother had died when 
Charles was about eight years of age. As a resi- 
dent of Mississippi County the latter sold wood to 
the steamboats, and was also engaged in farming 
on a small seale. His brother, John C. Bowen, 
was the second sheriff of Mississippi County, elect- 
ed in 1838, and Charles served as his deputy for 
about six years, after which the latter was himself 
elected sheriff of the county. 
capacity for sixteen years, to the entire satisfaction 
When the war broke out Mr. Bowen raised 
a company in Mississippi County, and was elected 
captain of the same, which was called the ‘* Osceola 
Hornets;’’ it operated on the east bank of the Mis- 
sissippi River during the principal part of the 
time. He was in the battle of Belmont, and also 
at Shiloh, where his company was badly cut up, 
The 
Captain then returned to Mississippi County, and 


He served in this 


leaving the battle field with only seven men. 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 


raised another company. This operated mostly on 
the west bank of the Mississippi River. In 1LS6-4 
Capt. Bowen, while in eharge of his command, was 
captured at Osceola, by Col. Burris, a Kansas jay- 
hawker, and was kept a prisoner at St. Louis for 
about two months. 
up his company, and continued to operate in this 
section. He had a fight on Ten-Mile Bayou, in 
Crittenden County. 
1865, to the captain of a gunboat. 


He surrendered at Osceola, in 
He was tien ap- 
pointed sheriff by the governor, serving for two 
In 1872, during 
the negro troubles in Mississippi County, known as 
the ‘‘ Black Hawk’’ war, Capt. Bowen led a charge 
against the mob, which was at once dispersed. 
In 1874 the Captain was a member of the State 
constitutional convention, and was also elected 
county judge for one term. 


years, but refused to run again. 





He then returned, gathered | 


He purchased a fine | 


plantation of 320 acres, half of which is under a | 


high state of cultivation. 
made all improvements, erected all buildings, ete. 
At present: he is the owner of about 1,000 acres. 


He was married in 1843 to Mrs. Mills, nee Bishop, | 


On this place he has | 


and three children were the result of this mar-_ 
riage: Charles Reese (deceased), William J., mar- — 


ried and living near Osceola, and Margaret Ann, 


below Osceola. 
home in 1865. The Captain took for his second 
wife Mrs. Segars, nee Howe. and four children 
were the fruits of this union: Clem Clay, Samuel, 
Mamie and Katie. 


Louis C. Bowen. If, as is self-evident. this 


they resided twelve years. In that county the 
father followed his trade, and was also engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. On May 2, 1835, they land. 
ed at Bartield Point, Ark., but only remained there 
Still 
not satisfied, they came back to Arkansas, and set- 
tled on a tract of land near Osceola. Here the 
father died, in 1873, at the age of eighty-four 
years, but the mother died a number of years pre- 
The character of Mr. Bowen, the subject 
of this sketch, was modeled in such a manner that it 


four years, when they returned to Indiana. 


vious. 


was natural for him to look, perhaps unconsciously, 
upon farming and stock raising as the only call- 
ing with which he should identify himself. He 
received limited educational advantages, and re- 
He 
then chose Miss Catherine Martin as his future 
wife, but she lived only about eleven months after 
In 1839 Mr. Bowen entered 160 acres 
of land, on which he is living at the present time. 
He has all of this tract under cultivation, and his 
improvements are all of the best—good buildings, 
In 1853 Mr. Bowen mar- 
ried Miss Amelia O. Driver, a daughter of Abner 
She 


mained at home until thirty years of age. 


marriage. 


extensive orchards, etc. 


Driver, one of the first settlers in this section. 


| lived about ten years, and became the mother of 
wife of J. B. Driver, and residing about one mile | 


Mrs. Bowen was called to her final | 


work would be incomplete without sketches of the | 


more publie spirited of the successful agricultur- 
ists and stock men and substantial, well-to-do cit- 


| izens of Mississippi County, then the biography of 


the subject of this sketch justly finds a conspicuous 
Mr. 
his nativity to Tennessee, where his birth occurred 
March 31, 1818. His parents, Charles G. and 
Susan (Shell) Bowen, were natives of Virginia, but 
they were married at Knoxville, Tenn., where the 
father worked as a saddler. In 1523 the family 


place in the present volume. Bowen owes 


five children, all now deceased. They were named 
as follows: Martha, Nellie, James Lawson, Viola 
C. and Katie. In 1868 Mr. Bowen was united in 
marriage to Mrs. Sallie M. Driver, nee Baley, a 
native of Ohio. Six children were the result of 
this union: Robert L.. William E. (deceased), Wal- 
ter, Sallie, Charley and Joseph. The family are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


South, at Osceola, of which Mr. Bowen has been 


moved to Vigo County, Ind., but two years later | 


settled in Putnam County, of the same State, where 


steward for twenty years. He has been quite ac- 
tive in political affairs; was deputy sheriff? from 
1843 to 1849, under his cousin, Sheriff John 
Bowen. In addition to his home plantation, he is 
the owner of 800 acres in another tract. 

W.-J. Bowen, farmer, Osceola, Ark. By rea- 
son of his being a native-born citizen of the coun- 
ty, no less than because of his excellent reputation 
as a progressive and enterprising agriculturist, 
Mr. Bowen enjoys an extensive acquaintance in 


the community. His birth occurred near where 
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HISTORY 


the town of Osceola now stands, May 13, 1845, 
and there he remained until thirteen years of age, 
when he moved with his parents to the farm where 
his father, Capt. Charles Bowen, is now living, 
Here W. J. 
Bowen remained until of age, and received such 


three miles west of the village. 


education as could be obtained in the slab school- 
house erected by his father near the place. The 
slabs were obtained from the saw-mill that stood 
where Capt. Ayres’ place nuw is, two miles west of 


Osceola. This was the first saw-mill in the coun- 
ty. The first grist-mill was a horse mill kept by 


Felix R. Lanier. The first teacher in the county 
was John W. DeWitt, who taught school in the 
old lay court-house, about 1854, spelling and 
reading being about the only branches taught. 
The teacber lived in a little shanty built from old 
steamboat lumber, and he was also the postmaster, 
and kept the postoffice in an old cracker box, into 
which the letters would be thrown promiscuously. 
Those wishing their mail might go and_ help 
themselves from the box, taking out all the mail. 
looking it over and returning what they did not 
want. DeWitt, the teacher and postmaster, was 
quite a man for his bottle, and at times would go 
on a regular spree. Sometimes he would take a 
child on his shoulder and run through the town, 
yelling like an Indian. In those good old days a 
negro with a good gourd fiddle would be propped 
up in one corner of a 15x15 log cabin, and for the 
pleasure of dancing to his music, the young man 
would get a horse or mule, go sometimes as far as 
twenty-five miles, get some pretty country lass be- 
hind him and— 

Dance all night ’till broad daylight 

And go home with the girl in the morning. 

Others would take a yoke of oxen, hitch to a eart 
and take the whole family, making a two days’ 
trip of it. An incident Mr. Bowen relates of his 
father, when a young man, is as follows: He 
started from where Osceola stands with a young 
lady, in a dug-out, to go to Bartield, twenty-five 
miles up the river, to a dance. By some misman- 
agement the canoe was capsized and they were 
spilled out: but Mr. Bowen was equal to the emer- 
gency, and after swimming to shore with the lady, 


OF ARKANSAS. . 


returned to the dug-out, saved his saddle bags, and 
again returned to the canoe, which he brought to 
This they 


again entered, and went on their way to the dance. 


shore in a passably good condition. 


This was no unusual occurrence, as they frequently 
went to dances and camp meetings in dug-outs, and 
as frequently were upset. 
meeting ‘‘Old Stormy,”’ 


One time at a camp 
a preacher from Big 
Lake, rode a mule into camp, and while he was 
expounding the gospel, the boys got his mule, 
tied a bee-hive to its tail, 
through the camp grounds. It is hardly neces- 
sary to add that ‘‘Old Stormy” was filled with 
righteous wrath, and that the camp meeting was 
broken up. W. J. Bowen is the owner of 160 
acres in one tract, 100 acres being under cultiva- 


and sent it flying 


tion, and he is also the owner of forty acres near 
Osceola. He is now living on the Dan. Matthews’ 
place, one mile from the town, where he has about 
300 acres under cotton and corn, and has on his 
place about forty people. He was married to Miss 
Mollie J. Wilks, a daughter of John Wilks, of 
Pemiscot County, Mo., and five children were born 
to this marriage, two of whom died in childhood: 
Ollie P., who died at the. age of seven years, and 
Those 
now living are named as follows: Sallie E., at 
home; Ella L., and an Mr. 
Bowen’s father, Capt. Charles Bowen, is one of 


Charles E., who died at the age six years. 
infant unnamed. 


the oldest known citizens of the county. 

H. E. Bowen, farmer of Swan Township, is 
now successfully following the occupation to which 
he was reared, and which has been his life-work, 
a calling that has for ages received undivided ef- 
forts from many worthy individuals, and one that 
always furnishes sustenance to the ready worker. 
Mr. Bowen first saw the hght of day in a log cabin 
near the present site of the village of Osceola, Mis- 
in the year 1853. His 
father, Reece Bowen, came to Mississippi County 


sissippi County, Ark., 


at a very early date, and there died in 1856, leaving 
his widow and six children to the tender mercies 
of the world. 
til her death, which oceurred in 1866, and then the 
H. Ey. Boweu 
limited 


She kept her children together un- 


home place was divided and sold. 


was so unfortunate as to receive very 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 











educational advantages in youth. and when eight- | with his fellowmen. 


een years of age he began renting land, engaged in | 


agricultural pursuits, and this occupation he has | 


followed ever since. His marriage with Miss Minnie 
Fassett, daughter of J. J. Fassett, occurred in 
1878, and three interesting children are the result 
of this union: William Douglass, Howard E. and 
Joseph Reece. At the age of thirty Mr. Bowen 
bought 480 acres of land, and has opened up 125 
acres of as rich bottom land as can be found, and 
which averages from three-fourths of a bale toa 
bale per acre each year, with a cost of from $5 
to $6 per acre for the work. 
the live, energetic farmers of the county, and is a 


He is classed among 


man universally respected. 
Howard H. Bowen. 
perseverance and good management can do in con- 


To show what industry, 


quering difficulties, it is only necessary to record 
some of the facts of Mr. Bowen’s career from ear- 
liest childhood up to the present day. Left an or- 
phan in infancy, he has carved out his own fortune 
and has attained an enviable footing among the 
leading agriculturists of the county. He was born 
in Osceola on the 21st of January, 1856, being the 
only child born to his parents, and the day follow- 
ing his birth his father died and was followed to 
the grave by the mother eight days later. At the 
time of his death the father was engaged in farm- 
ing, and was also in commercial business in Os- 
ceola. He belonged to one of the prominent pio- 
neer families of the county, a short history of 
whom is given in the sketch of Capt. Bowen 
Howard H. Bowen was cared for by his grandpar- 
ents, but they, too, died when he was about two 
years of age, after which he was cared for by an 
aunt, Mrs. Ruth Burk, and then resided with 
James H. Edrington, an uncle by marriage. Later 
he made his home with an uncle, John C. Bowen, 
and then again with his aunt, Mrs. Burk. When 
he was about eight years of age he was taken into 
the family of his uncle, Arthur C. Bowen, with 
whom he remained until he attained his majority. 
During this time his advantages for acquiring an 
education were of a rather inferior description, but 
this fault he has remedied in a great -measure by 





After starting out in life for 
himself he began working on a farm at 522 per 
month, less board, washing and mending, for John 
Matthews, and at the end of six months had saved 
S107, only spending during this time the sum of 
$2.60 for his personal needs, an instance of fru- 
gality rarely seen in the young men of the present 
day. He was employed as a farm laborer, work- 
ing by the month, until the 27th of December, 
1879, and up to that date had saved $500. With 
this money he made a payment of $450 on an un- 
improved farm of 120 acres, near Elmont. On 


this place he at once began clearing land, selling- 


his wood at 50 and 65 cents per cord, and lived in 


a little log cabin, 8 x 10 feet, which was scarcely 


high enough for him to stand erect in. Here he 


' worked until the fall when he went to Osceola, and 


during the winter was employed in a cotton-gin. 
In the spring of 1881 he put in the first crop that 
was ever raised on the place, which amounted to 
some eight acres of cotton and corn, and the next 
year had in about twenty-five acres, which he cul- 
tivated by hiring men with teams, not yet having 
been able to purchase a span of horses. About 
this time he met with some reverses, the fioods of 
1882-83 injuring his fences by washing them 


_ away and piling up logs and drift of all descrip- 


tions: but with the energy, push and piuck which 
are among his leading characteristics, he continued 
at his work and now has the entire traet cleared 
and under cultivation, it being also highly im- 
proved, with a fine dwelling house, a good barn, 
warehouse and a large steam cotton-gin. The lat- 
ter has a capacity of twenty-five bales per day 
and was erected at a cost of 34,000. 
to this admirable farm he owns a tract of 


In addition 
120 
acres, two miles west of the river, forty acres of 
the land being under cultivation, and from this he 
derives a very fair rent. Four years ago it was a 
tract of wild land, but is now being put under cul- 
In 
the year 1SS7 he was united in marriage to Miss 
Fannie 38. 
daughter of Charles Boyles, who was one of the old 
Their only child, Charley 


tivation and is improved with a good house. 
Boyles, a native of the county and a 


settlers of this region. 
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of fourteen months and fourteen days, deeply 
mourned by his sorrowing parents. Mr. Bowen is 
a member of Lodge No. 27, of the A. F. & A. M., 
at Osceola. 
and up to the age of twenty-six years had never 
taken a drink of liquor in a saloon. 

Charles Boyles. 
one calling will usually result in substantial suc- 


He has always been very temperate, 


A lifetime spent in pursuing 


cess, especially if energy and perseverance are ap- 
plied, and such is found to be the case with Mr. 
Boyles, who, from boyhood, has given the occu- 
pation of agriculture the principal part of his time 
and attention. He was born on Tennessee soil in 
1831, and was brought to Arkansas by his father, 
William J. Boyles, in 1849, settling on a tract of 
extremely wild land in Mississippi County. Like 
the majority of native Tennesseeans, the father 
was energetic and thrifty, and the first year 
cleared four acres, cutting down the canebrake 
with a hatchet, and by perseverance and industry 
soon had a comfortable home. 
until his death, which occurred the first year of 
the Rebellion. 
Blackmore, of Tennessee, who bore him a family 
of ten children, of whom Charles is the eldest. 


His wife was a Miss Marjory 


The latter was an attendant of the schools of Os- | 


ceola, being compelled to walk a distance of four 


miles to receive his instruction. His first en- 


trance upon life’s duties for himself was in the | 


capacity of a farmer when in his twenty-first year. 
The first two years he worked out by the month, 
then cut cord-wood for the same time, after which 
he gave his attention to raising crops of cotton and 
After the death of his par- 
ents, the old homestead was divided, and sixty 
acres fell to his share, of which forty are under 
cultivation. His marriage with Miss Emeline Pace 
was celebrated May 20, 1852. She is a native of 
Chicot County, Ark., coming to this county in 
1840. Their union has been blessed in the birth 
of ten children, four of whom are living: John P.; 
Thomas, who is married to a Miss Blackwood and 
lives on his father’s farm; Fannie, wife of H. H. 
Bowen, and Nautlett D. Mr. Boyles is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Th gk 


corn on rented land. 


Bragg 


gg, though still a young man, is 


Here he resided | 


rapidly and surely making his way to the front in 
agricultural pursuits and is considered by all « 
careful, painstaking farmer. He was born in 
South Carolina in 1854, and was the second of 
four children born to Wiley and Sarah (Otts) 
Bragg, ** Palmetto 
State,’’ the former being an energetic farmer of 
The earliest recollections of T. P. 


who were also born in the 
that region. 
Bragg are of spending his time upon the home farm. 
but at the early age of fourteen years he left the 
parental roof and emigrated westward to Tennes- 
see, in which State he was engaged in farm labor 
for four years. He was married there in 1873, to 
Miss Margaret Denton, and immediately after came 
to Mississippi County where, after working as a farm 
laborer for five years, he rented land and put in 
a crop for himself. He has farmed in this manner 
ever since, but conducts business on a very exten- 
sive scale, and his success has been exceptionally 
good. He has 250 acres in crops, and besides this 
has a farm of eighty acres (which he purchased in 
1887) under the plow, it being located about two and 
one-half miles north of Osceola, and is very advan- 
tageously situated. On coming to this county the 
greater portion of the land in this section was in a 
wild condition, but has been opened up since his 
He has been quite an active politician. 
and his votes are cast for Democratic candidates. 
The names of the children born to himself and 
wife are Ada Elizabeth, Maud M., Thomas W., 
William Walker, Maggie L. and Charles. 

Dr. Thomas G. Brewer, whose celebrity in the 
healing art is widespread, was born in Aberdeen, 
Miss., in 1851. His parents were Samuel C. and 
Mary A. (Pritchett) Brewer, of Virginia, 
moved to the State of Mississippi at an early 


arrival. 


who 


period, where the father became a very prominent 
contractor for the erection of buildings. Thomas 
was the youngest of fourteen children, of whom 
four boys entered the Confederate army, one of 
them being killed at Gettysburg, one dying in 
prison at Rock Island, having been captured at the 
battle of Chickamauga, and the other two serving 
through the entire period of the war, of whom one 
is residing at Water Valley, Miss., and the other is 
a popular physician at Lamar, Miss. The father of 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 








these boys died in 1879, and the mother nine years 
previous. Thomas remained at home during the 
war, being then too young to bear arms, and 
studied mathematics under his father, preparatory 
to entering the university. His first intention was 
to adopt the law, but his father’s financial ruin 
soon after the war changed his plans, and he 
joined his brother, W. W. Brewer, at Lamar, to 
study medicine. He remained with his brother 
one year, and then attended the Jefferson Medical 
College at Philadelphia, where he remained one 
year. On his return he won a scholarship at a 
competitive examination held in the Louisville 
Medical College at Water Valley, Miss., and re- 
mained at that college during the years 1873-74, 
graduating in February of the latter year. On 
his return to Lamar he began practicing his pro- 
fession, and continued at that place until 1879. 
It was during the yellow fever epidemic of 1878, 


courage to face death, where thousands were panic- 
stricken and fleeing in all directions to escape the 
scourge. He remained at his post, and with his 
brother’s assistance attended case after case with 
a nerve that was magnificent, and won the ad- 
miration of thousands. 
Lamar he was elected mayor and quarantine com- 
missioner, and held the office of mayor for several 
years. In 1879 he removed to Monroe, Phillips 
County, Ark., where he remained for two years, 
but losing his health to some extent, he thought 
it better policy to return to Lamar. After one 
year’s residence there he improved, and then came 
to Mississippi County, Ark., settling at Pecan 
Point, to practice his profession. He remained 
here until 1887, and then moved to Fort Smith, 


but the ill health of his family again compelled — 


him to change, and he returned to Mississippi 
County, where he has since been permanently lo- 
cated, and kas built a comfortable home. His skill 
is too well known to comment upon, and his practice 
embraces a stretch of some twenty miles upon the 


river front, and several of the islands; besides this | 


it is rapidly increasing. 
of the County Medical Society and of the Tri-State 


Medical Association of Mississippi, Arkansas and | 


| 
| 


Tennessee, and at one time was vice-president of 
the latter society. He also belongs to the Masonie 
fraternity and the Knights of Honor, Lodge No. 
3315, of Pecan’ Point, and was instrumental in the 


organization of these lodges. In 1876 he was 
married to Miss Mollie C. Hudson, of Lamar. 


Miss., and they are the parents of one child, a boy 
named Norman W. Dr. and Mrs. Brewer are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
and are both active in all church work. Some idea 
of the Doctor's skill may be gathered from the 
fact that last year he attended 130 families, and 
but two deaths occurred out of that number, which 


_ is one of the most creditable records of any physi- 


cian in that section. 
Gideon R. Brickey, of the tirm of G. R. 


| Brickey & Bros., general merchants and planters 
_ of Osceola, Mississippi County, Ark., first saw the 
_ light of day in Ste. Genevieve County, Mo., in 1850. 
that the Doctor displayed his heroism, and the | 
'inally from France in 1680, and settled in South 


The paternal ancestors of Mr. Brickey came orig- 


Carolina, but later moved to Georgia. They left 


| their native land on account of religious oppres- 


_ sion, and were among the Huguenots who came to 


. . . . | 
During his residence in | 


| settled in Washington, Mo. 


The Doctor is a member | 


| general store. 


America at that time for freedom of belief. Since 
then this family has been among the pioneers in 
the settlement of several States. In 1814, John 
Brickey, grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 
Of the nine living 
children born to John C. and Emma (Carpenter) 
Brickey, Gideon R. is the fourth. His parents 
were natives of Missouri, and the father was for a 
long time a miller in that section, but is now in 
business in Festus, Mo. Gideon R. Brickey at- 
tended the public schools of Missouri, and had a 
more thorough course of private instruction at 
home, until the age of eighteen: then, in 1872, with 


_ his brother Peter, made a trip on a flatboat, taking 


photographs on the Mississippi River. They were 
engaged in this novel life for three years, and in 
1875 Mr. Brickey came to Osceola and started a 
He is the oldest business man in 
In 1878, his brother Peter, who was 
also interested in the business, made his home in 
in 1585, another brother, John, 
joined them also, so that the individual members 


this place. 


Oseeola, and 
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of the above mentioned firm are Gideon R., Peter 
and John Brickey. They now have one of the 
This firm also 


have large farming interests, and buy and sell cotton 


largest and finest stores in Osceola. 


as well as gin it. 
and commission business in Memphis, Tenn., con- 
tinued there one year, and then opened a branch 
store at Marianna, Lee County, Ark., where they 
In 1882, they 
erected a fine storehouse, the finest perhaps, in 
Osceola. 


have a rapidly increasing business. 


They have also bought town property, 
on which they have erected fine residences. In 
1878, Mr. Brickey selected Miss Emily Price, a 
native of Tennessee. for his life companion. She 
died in 1883, and left one child, Maggie H., who 
died when four years old. In 1886, Mr. Brickey 
married, for a second time, Miss Lula Roussan, 
a native of Missouri, who bore him one child, Arthur 
Gideon. Peter Brickey was married about 1881, to 
Miss Laura KE. Miller, a native of South Carolina. 
One child, a son, Garland Smith, is the result 
of this union. Mr. Brickey is at present living in 
Lee County, where he is managing the branch store 
at Marianna. He purchased the Hewitt estate at 
that place, and is becoming prominently identified 
with that section. 
of the firm, was born in 1856, and was educated 
mostly at home. He has been engaged in mercan- 
tile pursuits most of his life, and is a wide-awake, 
business young man. He was married in 1879, 
to Miss Emma C. Bastwick, a native of Hlinois, and 
their union has been blessed by the birth of one 
child, a daughter named Mabel, whose birth oc- 
curred in 1880. 

J. B. Brisendine. The entire life of Mr. 
Brisendine has been passed in ceaseless activity, 
and has not been without substantial evidences of 
success, as will be seen from a glance at his pres- 
ent possessions. He is numbered among those of 
Georgia nativity now in this county, in which 
State he was born in 1839, being the third of 
five children born to James R. and Elizabeth 
(McDowell) Brisendine, both of whom were na- 
tives of the ‘‘Old North State,’’ where they 
After the latter 
event they moved to Georgia, where the father fol- 


were also reared and married. 


In 1885, they started a produce | 


John C., the youngest member | 





Bike Bw ~ ++ 


ae a 


| lowed the mechaniec’s trade until 1860, at which 


date they removed to Jackson County, Ark., where 
they both died in Jannary, 1861, within four days 
of each other. J. B. Brisendine spent his youth in 
Atlanta, Ga., where he also received his education 
and learned the bricklayer’s trade; but in 1860 he 
removed with his parents to Arkansas, and at the 
opening of the war enlisted in Company I, Mat- 
lock’s regiment of the Confederate States Army, 
and was assigned to the Trans-Mississippi depart- 
ment, afterward taking an active part in the battles 
of Prairie Grove and Helena, also a number of other 
engagements of less note. At the cessation of hos- 
tilities he went to Memphis, Tenn., and became an 
employe of Brown, Jones & Co., coal dealers of 
that place, with whom he remained until the fall 
of 1866, when he came to Mississippi County. 
Ark., locating near Frenchman’s Bayou, where ke 
was engaged in making brick for about two years, 
his being the first establishment of the kind on the 
Bayou. He then followed the bricklayer’s trade 
in Tennessee until 1878, after which he returned to 
Mississippi County, and settled in Chickasawba 
Township, where he purchased a small farm con- 
taining forty acres, on which he resided and made 
many improvements for two years; then was com- 
pelled to vacate owing to defective title. He soon 
after purchased the farm of 151 acres on which he 
is now living, it being situated two miles south of 
Blythesville. The place was a complete wilder- 
ness, but during the eight years of Mr. Brisen- 
dine’s occupancy he has reduced sixty acres to a 
high state of cultivation, has erected a substantial 


| dwelling house and barn, and has the trees on tifty 


acres deadened and ready to be removed. His Jand 
is quite productive, and will readily yield a bale of 
cotton to the acre and forty bushels of corn. Jan- 
uary 20, 1869, he was united in the bonds of matri- 
mony to Miss Linda Blackwell, of Tennessee, and 


| the following are the children born to their union: 


Birdie, who was accidentally burned to death at 
the age of seven years: Ralph E., Louis A., Cham- 
berlin, Eva and Julius B.. Jr. The family are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
he has been school director. 


George W. Buckner, agriculturist. One of the 
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best and neatest farms in Mississippi County, Ark., 
is owned by Mr. Buckner, and his prosperity can 
be traced directly to his energy, earnest and sincere 
endeavor and good judgment. 
Osceola, Mississippi County, Ark., in 1840, and 
was married in 1861, his union resulting in the 


birth of five children. His farm comprises a tract 


‘of 500 acres, of which 155 are under cultivation, 


and of this he has cleared about twenty-five acres 
himself, erected several dwelling houses, and has 
made other valuable improvements on his property. 
On his various farms he has eight families of ten- 
ants living. In 1866 he bought the machinery for 
a steam cotton-gin, which is now being operated 
in connection with Rucker Bros., who are leading 
merchants and agriculturists of Barfield, Ark. The 
life of Mr. Buckner has been one unmarked by any 
unusual] occurrence outside of the chosen channels 
to which he has so diligently applied himself, but 
he deserves much credit for the admirable manner 
in which he has overcome the many difficulties 


‘which have strewn his pathway during his life of 


nearly half a century, and in the acquisition of his 
present fine property he has shown himself to be 
aman of sound judgment. 

Dr. Benjamin A. Bugg. For a period now of 
about twenty-nine years, he whose name heads this 
sketch has been a resident of Mississippi County, 
Ark., and during this time he has enjoyed a repu- 
tation as an honorable upright man, and a solid, 
substantial and thoroughly reliable citizen. The 
history of his life is not unlike that of other pro- 
fessional men, and yet there has been that individ- 
uality about him that has gained for him many 
friends. Dr. Bugg was born in Davidson County, 
Tenn., in 1835, and was the fourth in a family of 
eight children born to Benjamin and Naney Green 
(Towns) Bugg, whose birthplaces were Virginia 
and North Carolina, respectively. They were mar- 
ried in the State of Tennessee, and there the 
father pursued the calling of agriculture until his 
death, in 1847, his wife also dying in that State 
in 1881. She was amember of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South. 
details of farm work in his youth, and acquired 
sufficient education in the schools of his native 


Benjamin A. learned the 


He was born in , 


county to permit him at the age of twenty-one 
years to engage in teaching the “‘young idea,”’ 
which occupation he successfully carried cn in 
Tennessee, Kentucky and Arkansas. He was mar- 
ried while in Tennessee to Miss Martha A. John- 
son, a native of that State, and the next year per- 
manently located in Arkansas; after a few days’ 
stay at Osceola, he went to Clear Lake, where he 
remained for three years, being engaged in wield- 
He then followed the 
same occupations in Chickasawba Township until 
i872, and at this date, having given much of his 
attention to the study of medicine, he began prac- 
ticing the healing art, being also engaged in stock 


ing the ferule and farming. 


raising ona farm of forty acres, which he pur- 
chased in the township. After improving this 
place, he sold it, also several other tracts, and in 
1875 purchased a fine tract of eighty acres in 
North Chickasawba Township, on which he made 
his home for one year, after which he moved to a 
farm south of Blythesville, and the year succeed- 
ing he. purchased an interest in Judge Daniel's 
estate, in Cooktown, where he made his home dur- 
ing 1877-78. In 1877, his estimable wife, who was 


a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


South, departed this life, leaving him with four 
children to care for: Lillie G., wife of J. J. Thomp- 
son, who resides on her father’s farm; Mattie A., the 
deceased wife of J. C. Clemens, she belonged to the 


_ Methodist Episcopal Church, South; Nancy Ann. 


who died in infancy; Benoni Harris, who died when 
seven years of age, and Jesse Neely, whose death 
occurred at the age of four years. He owns in all 
about 600 acres of land, with fully 400 acres in a 
high state of cultivation. All his land is very pro- 
ductive, and his farm in North Chickasawba Town- 
ship is considered among the best in this section 
of the country. His residence is a tasty cottage. 
very neat in design and finish; and as he is a mau 
of refined tastes he surrounds his home with many 
comforts and luxuries, and on the beautiful lawn. 
in front of his house, flowers of every hue bloom 
luxuriantly. His buildings are all in excellent 
condition, and his place is thoroughly improved in 
every respect, thus showing the care and thrift 
which have ever characterized the Doctor's career 
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through life. He has from time to time been more 
or less interested in commercial pursuits, and up 
to the year 1889 has a mercantile establishment 
in Cooktown. He has always been interested in 
political affairs, and in 1884 was chairman of 
the Democratic executive committee of Missis- 
sippi County. In all matters of public interest 
he is usually found among the first supporters, and 


in school matters he has been particularly interest- 


many years. The Doctor took no part in the late 
Rebellion until the fall of 1864, when he joined 
Price on his raid through Missouri and Kansas, 


and was an active participant in all the battles of | 


that campaign. He was a member of Kitchens’ 


Rock and proceeded to Glasgow, where they | 


had a victory. 


crossed the river. After their return they joined 


the main body of troops, and soon participated in| 


severe engagements at Independence and Big Blue, 
after which they proceeded to Kansas and then south 
to Arkansas, reaching the latter State at about the 
close of the war. The Doctor allowed his beard 


a length of six and one half feet, after which he 
had it removed. A portrait of him appears in this 
work, which was taken when his beard was long- 
est. He is a member of Osceola Lodge No. 27, 
A. F. & A. M., and he and his wife, whom he mar- 
ried in 1886, and whose name was Mrs. Rosa A. 
Felts, nee Carney, of Tennessee, were members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
June 25, 1888, leaving one child, Benjamin Alex- 
ander. 

C. F. Bush. In mentioning those of foreign 
birth who have become closely associated with the 
farming interests of Mississippi County, Ark., we 
should not fail to present an outline of the career 
of Mr. Bush, for he is one who has fully borne 
out the reputation of that class of industrious, en- 


His was the only regiment that | 


States in 1838, and settled in the State of Tennes- 
see, where he remained until the opening of the 
war, at which time he removed to Mississippi 
County, Ark., and began farming on a tract of 160 
acres in Chickasawba Township, and there died 


three years later. C. F. Bush grew to manhood 


_on his father’s farm, but in 1867 found a worthy 


companion in the person of Sarah Ann Garrison, 


_of Mississippi County, she being the daughter of 
ed, having held the office of school director for | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. Bush 
soon after purchased a tract of 160 acres. all wild 


one of the old residents of the county. 


land, but some time after sold eighty acres of this. 
and purchased eighty acres in another tract, of 


which twelve acres were under cultivation. At the 


| present time he has forty acres under the plow, 
regiment, crossed the Missouri River at Arrow | 


and will soon have twenty-five acres more which are 
almost ready for enltivation. In 1587 he built a 
good house, and as far as buildings, fences and or- 
chards are concerned, has his farm well improved. 
He is making a specialty of raising a good grade 
of stock, and has twenty-five head of horses, and 
a fine male animal which has won a good record. 


| His land is fertile, and yields a bale of cotton to 





_ the acre. 
to grow for twenty years and it had then attained | 





| 


She died | 


The following are the children born to 
himself and wife: Martha E., wife of J. T. Battles: 
John Henry, Stenie E., who died at the age of 
seven years; ‘Mary A., Minnie and Kittie. Mr. 
Bush has been a member of the school board, and 
is active in school work. 

Benjamin F. Butler, another prominent busi- 


| ness man of Osceola, was born on Frenechman’s 


Bayou, on the banks of Butler's Lake, in the year 
1839, and is the elder of two children born to 


_ Jesse and Urena (Clark) Butler, natives of New 


The father 
was a gentleman of education, and in 1826 came to 
Arkansas in company with his mother. sister and 
brother-in-law. They settled on a small lake 
about eight miles southwest of Pecan Point, and 


York and Kentucky. respectively. 


| this lake was afterward, and is still, known as 


ergetic and prudent men of German nativity, who | 
have risen to prominence in different portions of | 


this country. He was born in 1832, and was the 
second in a family of eight children born to George 


H. Bush, who came with his family to the United 


Butler’s Lake, so called in honor of its first set- 
tler, Mr. Jesse Butler. Mr. Butler and his brother- 
in-law each selected 160 acres, and proceeded 
After mak- 


ing such improvements as were necessary, they 


to make a home in the wilderness. 


turned their attention to stock raising, which was 
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very profitable from the fine range. These early 
settlers depended on their own labor for most of 
their supplies, spinning yarn and making their 
own garments, and were compelled to go to Ran- 
dolph for groceries, ete. When Osceola was se- 
lected as the county seat. Jesse Butler helped to 
survey the road for their section to that place. 
This old settler assisted in the county organization, 
was elected constable of bis section, and beld that 
office almost continuously until his death, which 
occurred in 1844. During the time of the early 
history of this region, My. Butler was a very useful 
citizen, and being a man of education and good 
practical ideas, many sought advice and counsel 
from him. This family, like all others at that 
time, ground their meal by hand, and secured their 
meat from the forest. They endured many priva- 
tions, and paved the way for future generations. 
Mr. Butler died in the house where he located at 
first, never having sought a change from his first 
choice of location. 
on the above described place, where he resided 
until eleven years of age. when he moved with his 
mother to the vicinity of Osceola, where she died 
in 1852. Benjamin was then a lad of thirteen, 
and began fighting the world’s battles for himself. 


‘He had but slight educational advantages, but by 


his own earnest endeavors secured a fair education. 
When the war opened Mr. Butler enlisted in Capt. 
Bowen’s company: was in the battles of Shiloh, 
Corinth, Dug-gap, Atlanta, Jonesboro and Frank- 
lin, where he was wounded, but he remained with 
his command until he reached Tupelo, Miss., 
where he secured a furlough and returned home. 
He then worked for several months in the field as 
a farm laborer, and in 1866 started in the saloon 
business, which he has carried on ever since. He 
has met with good success in his calling, and al- 
though his trade is large, he prides himself on his 
quiet and orderly house. His standing in society 
illustrates forcibly the truth that 

Honor and shame from no condition rise— 

Act well your part; there al] the honor lies. 
During 1882 and 1883 he ran on a steamboat in 
the Osceola and Memphis trade, but has always 
kept up his business in Osceola. On the Yth of 





Benjamin F. Butler was born © 


May, 1867, his marriage with Miss Evaline Hale 


occurred. She was the eighth child in this fami- 
ly [see sketch of brother}. To Mr. and Mrs. But- 
ler were born eight children, only one now living: 
Clarence E., who resides at home. Those 
ceased are Willie, Martha Lurena, Jesse Bird, Eva 
Aurena, Benjamin F., Carrie and Claud. In 
1870 Mr. Butler bought a lot in Osceola, and has 
since erected a fine residence, which, surrounded 
with plants and flowers, and supplied with all the 


de- 


conveniences, makes a very attractive home. 

B. S. Carleton. 
ness and prominence to which men of character 
and determination will attain, we have but to 
chronicle the life of Mr. Carleton. one of the most 
extensive cotton growers within the limits of Missis- 
sippi County. He was born in Lafayette County, 
Miss., in 1851, and moved with his father, Dr. A. 
Carleton, of Virginia, to Memphis, Tenn., when but 
eight years of age. He received his education in 
the Memphis schools, with the exception of three 
years which he spent in the schools in Mississippi, 
and afterward studied medicine for two years in 
Memphis. He then went to his mother, who was 
living on a plantation in Coahoma County, Miss., 


As an example of the useful- 


and was engaged in agricultural pursuits for sev- 
eral years. Going from there to Commerce, 
Miss., he followed merchandising for three years. 
and then came to Nodena about twelve years ago. 
Since that time he has been speculating in cotton, 
and runs a plantation. His average yield of cotton 
is from 300 to 650 bales per year, and he has now 
about 300 people on his place. He is proprietor 
of the landing known as the Idaho & Tonages, 
and is also proprietor of the places known as 
Idaho, Clark, Carleton Lake, Pitman and Lower 
Tonages, which contain about 1,2 10 aeres of land. 
Mr. Carleton is the owner of a cotton-gin and saw- 
In 1880 his marriage to Miss Ida V. Bell 
was consummated, she being of Memphis birth, the 
daughter of W. J. Bell, of North Carolina, and 
Josephine (Moore) Bell, of Shelby County, Tenn. 
Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Carle 
Mr. 
Carleton is a member of the Masonic fraternity. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carle 


mill. 


ton: Cleave, Byron and Carrie, all at home. 


Lodge No. 27, Osceola, Ark. 
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HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 
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ton are people of refinement and taste, and are con- 
nected with some of the best families of the county; 
they are also well known and much esteemed in 
Memphis, Tenn. Mr. Carleton takes great pride 
in the fact that he is a descendant of the State 
that was ‘‘ the mother of Presidents,’’ and of the 
Scotch-Irish Carleton family. 

Edgar A. Carleton. The history of every com- 
munity is made up of the events and transactions 
which have occurred in the lives of its prominent , 
representative citizens, and in giving a worthy 
history of Mississippi County, a sketch of the life 
of Mr. Carleton would be most appropriate, for he 
has been unusually successful, and in his farming 
operations has always combined the practical with 
the theoretical, his long experience in that calling | 
rendering him fully capable of doing so. He was 
born in Lafayette County, Miss., in 1855, and 
remained in his native county until eleven years 
of age, when his father, Alex. Carleton, with 
his family, which consisted of his wife and seven 
children, of whom Edgar A. is the fourth, removed 
to Memphis, Tenn., where the children received 
sufficient educational advantages to fit them for 
the ordinary duties of life. At the age of nine- 
teen years Edgar A. went to Tunica County, Miss., 
where he engaged in farming and merchandising, 
continuing successfully until the fall of 1877, when 
he moved to Lee County, Ark., remaining one 
year, being also occupied in farming and merchan- 
dising at this point, following the latter occupa- 
tion for the mercantile firm of Ferguson & Ham- | 
son. In 1879 he came to Mississippi County, 
where his mother, brothers and sisters had pre- 
ceded him, and took charge of a store for the 
above named firm, which he conducted in a highly 
successful manner until 1882, doing a business 
amounting to $50,000 per annum. In addition to 
this he and a brother attended to over 2,000 acres 
of land, employing in different capacities from 
300 to 500 hands, and shipped in one year 1,100 
bales of cotton. In the latter part of 1882 he and 
A. B. Carouthers formed a partnership and em- 
barked in the mercantile business at Richardson 
Landing, just across the river from where he is 
now located, but in the spring of the following year, 


owing to poor health, he sold out his share to his 
partner and took a trip through Texas, Mexico and 
New Mexico, returning home much improved in 
health, at the end of five months. 
working for his former employers, Messrs. Fer- 


He again began 


guson & Hamson, and about four months later, in 
the month of December, while sitting in the store 
after dark, he was fired upon through a window 
by a man, who shot him in the left breast with 
a double-barreled shot-gun, the wound being so 
serious that he was obliged to give up work until 
the 22d of April. The would-be murderer was 
caught and sentenced to the penitentiary for nine 
went to 


After recovering, Mr. Carleton 


ae 
Frenchman’s Bayou, where he purchased the mer- 


cantile stock of R. E. L. Wilson, where he re- 


years. 


mained in business until January, 1885, returning 


the following year to Nodena. 
in farming (his land being rented of Mr. Ferguson), 
and has about 425 acres in cotton and corn, which 
requires the care of from fifty to 150 men. His 
wife, who was Miss Nina Uzzell, was born in this 
county in 1860, her parents, J. W. Uzzell and wife, 
having settled at Frenchman's Bayou in 1808. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Carleton have been born two 
children: Edith Orr and Nina Gray. Mr. Carle- 
ton is a Mason, and a member of the Knights and 
Ladies of Honor. 

W. F. Carloss’ name has become a familiar 
one to the people of Mississippi as well as the sur- 
rounding counties, and his genial, sincere nature, 
no less than the business in which he is engaged, has 
tended to bring about this result. His birth oe- 
curred in Phillips County, Ark., in 1859, he being 
the second of four children born to A. C. 
abeth (Harkleroads) Carloss, the former 
was a prominent farmer and miller of that county, 
whither he moved in 1848, beginning his ca- 


He is now engaged 


and Eliz- 
of whom 


reer as a farmer on a very limited scale indeed. 
He now owns 2,000 acres in one body, 600 being 
under cultivation, and as he has held the office of 
justice of the peace there for many years. he is very 
well known, and has been given the cognomen of 
**Squire Carloss.’’? Upon growing up, W. I. Car. 
loss was instructed in all the details of farm life, 
aod received his elementary education in the com. 
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| mon schools of Phillips County, which was after- residence has been removed one mile farther back, 
4 ward supplemented by one and a half year’s attend- and nowthe river Hows directly past it. The elder 
‘ ance at the Christian Brothers’ College of Memphis, Carr, soon after his arrival, began improving his 
Tenn., acquiring in that well known institution an land on quite an extensive scale, and in a short 
_ education of more than ordinary thoroughness. time had over 200 acres of land under cultivation. 
_ Upon reaching the age of twenty-one, he began His death occurred in 1861, at the age of fifty-five 
as fireman, but was soon afterward promotedtothe years, just three years after his settlement in Ar- 
f position of conductor on the Arkansas Midland kansas. After his decease the estate was managed 
' | Railroad,serving in the latter capacity for two years. — by his widow and her oldest son. At the age of 
H | He then filled the position of station agent and sixteen years J. J. Carr attended schooi at High 
i | postmaster at Marvel, Ark., from 1880 to 1883, Plains, Tenn., and afterward entered the seminary 
i | and at the latter date was married to Miss Mittie at Walnut Grove, where he remained for three 
| Hudson of Phillips County. He soon afterbecame years, returning to Mississippi County on the oc- 
| interested in well-boring, purchased a set of tools, | casion of his mother’s death. He then entered the 
| and began drilling wells in Arkansas, Mississippi, business house of Edrington & Co., at Osceola, 
| Missouri, Tennessee and California, and did so and occupied a clerical position for three years, 
| well at the business that he is now operating six after which he went to Memphis, Tenn., and trav- 
sets, two of which are run by steam. He has had eled for a firm of cotton factors. At the first cut- 
extensive experience in this business, and agrees break of yellow fever, in 1877, he gave up his 
that if, after the well is sunk, the water-supply employment, and returned to Mississippi County, 
| is exhausted, he will charge nothing for his work. where he took possession of his farm, then con- 
| He sinks his well to a great depth in order to ob- sisting of 125 acres under cultivation, but num- | 
| tain water from coarse white sand and gravel, and bering in all about 1,100 acres. He has added 350 
not one has ever been known to fail; a well at acres more since then, and has some 100 acres 
| Osceola supplies two forty-horse power engines. under cultivation, well stocked and fenced. Mr. 
| They are becoming very popular in this partof the | Carr was married in 1882 to Miss Susie Phillips, of 
| country, as they are lasting and cheap, and are Missouri, a daughter of Richard R. Phillips, one of 
spoken of in a highly flattering manner by every the oldest settlers of New Madrid County, Mo. 
| one. In 1887 this business was organized as the This union has given them three children: John 
| Carloss Well Company, their main office being at 254. Haiden, Rosa Louise and an infant daughter. 
: | Second street, Memphis, Tenn. Mr. and Mrs. Mrs. Carr is a devout Christian, and belongs to the 
: | Carloss have a son named Leslie. | Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Carr is a 
5 | J.J. Carr, a prominent planter at Barfield, was member of Osceola Lodge No. 1153, Knights of 
¢ | bornin Robertson County, Tenn., in 1853, and was Pythias. His land will average one bale of cot- 
; | the fifth child of Robert D. and Elizabeth (Lowe) ton to the acre, and about fifty bushels of corn, 
f Carr, of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively. ‘The and in connection with his farming interests he 
i father was an extensive farmer and stock raiser in operates a cotton-gin on his place, and owns 
| | Tennessee, until 1858, when he moved to Missis- the steamboat landing, known as the Chickasawha 
| : _ sippi County, Ark., and settled at Barfield, on the Landing, where most of the cotton from the town- 
i farm upon which his son now resides. At his ship of that name is shipped, and the goods for 
: § removal Mr. Carr sold his property in Tennessee for that locality are received. Mr. Carr is a gentle- 
‘ $60,000, and invested the greater portion of that man of pleasing manners and address, and is well 
f sum in lands of this county, buying some 10,000) and popularly known throughout that section. 
} acres of land, and erecting a handsome residence where he is highly esteemed. 
i one mile from the river. Since that time the river N. G. Cartwright, saddler and harness-maker 4 
banks have caved in to such an extent that the of Osceola, and one of the public-spirited citizens 
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of that city, is a native of North Carolina, his 
birth oceurring in 1S41. His scholastic advantages 
were rather limited, as he only attended the com- 
mon schools until twelve years of age, after which 


| 


| 


Mr. Cartwright is a representative business man, is 


_ careful and painstaking in all matters relating to 


_ the saddlery business. and carries a full and com- 


_ plete stock of goods. 


he was apprenticed to learn the harness-maker’s 


trade, and served three years. He then began 


working at his trade, which occupation he continued | 
for about four years, and during that time be- | 
came convinced that a better education was neces- | 


sary, and attended school one year. In 1861. 
when the late Civil War broke out, Mr. Cartwright 
enlisted in Company F, First North Carolina In- 
fantry, and was in Lee’s army from its organization 
to the surrender. He was in the battles of Roanoke 
Island, where he was captured, but soon paroled; 
was at the battle of Chancellorsville, also the 
battle of the Wilderness, and was ina great many 
minor engagements. He surrendered at Appo- 


Cartwright was then in North Carolina for about 


His parents, Noah G. and 
Cassandra (Bailey) Cartwright, were both natives 
of North Carolina. 
agricultural pursuits. 

A. L. Cissell. 
of this county none are more favorably known or 
more highly respected than the above-mentioned 
gentleman. 


where the father carried on 


Among the representative men 


His prominence arises from personal 


| worth, which the public is not slow in recognizing. 


_ as well as from distinguished family connections, 
_ he being a direct descendant of Sir Robert Cecil, 
_ who was an exile from England on account of relig- 


ion, and who first settled Cecil County, Md. Mr. 


| Cissell was born in Bar Township, Daviess County, 


| Ind., in 1844, and is the son of J. A. Cissell, who 
mattox with Gen. Lee’s army, April 9, 1865. Mr. | 


a year, and in the spring of 1866 moved to | 


Memphis, but in August of the same year he came 
to Osceola, where he taught the public school for 
two years. He married Miss Sallie E. Williams. 


one of the old and much respected citizens of the 
county. 
land and engaged in agricultural pursuits. Soon 
after he purchased 160 acres about twelve miles up 


the river, and on this he made many improvements. 


three years, but continued farming for a number of 
years after that. 


came with his father, James S. Cecil, from Nelson 
County, Ky., when a boy, and settled in Indiana. 
Here James A. Cissell changed his name from 
Cecil to Cissell, and so it has since been continued 
by the Kentucky branch of the descendants. A. 


| L. Cissell was reared at Loogootee, Ind., until 
daughter of James H. Williams, of that place, and — 


After his marriage Mr. Cartwright rented | 


eighteen years of age, and upon the bursting of the 
war cloud which had hovered above the country for 
so long a time, he enlisted in the Fifty-second In- 
diana Volunteer Infantry, and served four years, 


_ taking part in the campaign from Fort Donelson 
_to Mississippi, or Harrisburg, where in 1864 he 
This very pleasant home he sold at the end of | 


was severely wounded. He was then sent to the 


_ Overton Hospital in Memphis, and from there 


In 1879 he started the first | 


saddlery and harness-making shop in Osceola. He | 


purchased a lot in that city, erected a store, and 


in 1882 built the fine residence in which he | 


now resides. In 1888 he put up his present store- 
room on Main Street, and now has a good and 
rapidly increasing business. In 
elected mayor of Osceola, and in 1888 he was 
elected justice. By his union with Miss Williams 
Mr. Cartwright became the father of these chil- 
dren: Charley W., who died at the age of two 


years; Mary Frances, died in infaney; Foster, also 


1883 he was_ 


| combatant, owing 


died in infaney; Katie, James W., Vance, Leland | 


and Henry (twins, and both deceased), and Finley. 


home on a furlough. In August, 1864, he re- 
turned to the regiment at Jefferson Barracks, Mo , 
and was afterward in a fight at Franklin, Mo., 
with Gen. Price. After this he was put in charge 
of the wounded and sent to the marine hospital at 
St. Louis, where he remained for some time. 
later going home to vote. Subsequently he rejoined 
his regiment at St. Louis, just from the raid after 
Gen. Price in Missouri, and from there accompanied 
it to Nashville, Tenn., although classed as non- 
to the right 
He was sent to the hospital, and re- 
joined bis regiment at Montgomery, Ala., just 
prior to being mustered out at Indianapolis, Ind., 


wound in his 
shoulder. 
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in September, 1865. Mr. Cissell then returned to ' home until his farm was carried away into the 


Loogootee, Ind., where he rented land of his fa- 
ther, and was there united in marriage to Miss 
Sarah C. Brown, daughter of Felix Brown, of 
Loogootee. In 1869, in company with his father 
and brother, Mr. Cissell nade a prospecting tour 
to Mississippi County, Ark., and there bonght 213 
acres of land, while his father bought 160 acres, 
mostly timber land. The next year they brought 
their families and settled on land situated on Car- 
son’s Lake, about six miles southwest of Osceola. 
There A. L. Cis- 
sell remained until 1879, when he engaged in mer- 
cantile business at Osceola, and continued in this 
for two years, when he sold out at a loss of 
$138,000. After paying every cent he was left in 
debt to the amount of $928 which, in 1884, he 
managed to place in the hands of one man. 
then resumed agricultural pursuits, and is now the 
owner of 50d acres, with 165 under cultivation. 
In 1888 he was a candidate for sheriff of Missis- 
sippi County, but was defeated, owing to the fact 
that he left the field in the heat of the contest to 
undergo the most trying ordeal which can befall a 


where he cleared some 200 acres. 


man, the loss of a true and loving wife. 
July 9, 1888, leaving three children: 

Mrs. O. W. Stacey, and now lives on a farm near her 
father’s; Nora is the wife of J. H. Meyers, whose 


Maggie is 


sketch appears elsewhere in this volume, and Til- 
den is at home. Mr. 
the A. O. U. W., located at Osceola, and is a 
member of the Catholic Church, as was also his 
wife, who died in that faith. holding membership 
in the Chureh of St. Matthew, at Osceola. 

John W. Conley. 
the son of a man who during a residence of four- 


teen years in this county became well known and | 


prominently identified with the county’s interests. 
James Conley was born in the ‘‘ Old Dominion,”’ 
being a member of one of the first families there, 
and was married in the State of Arkansas to Miss 
Rebecea Cutright, who was born in Indiana. They 
took up their abode in Mississippi County, Ark., 
in 1854, settling at Daniel’s Point, and began farm- 
ing along the river, Mr. Conley having been pre- 


viously engaged in flat-boating. He made this his 


He , 


She died | 


Cissell is a member of | 


This young agriculturist is 





river, then moved back to Clear Lake and bought 
160 acres of land, on which there was a slight 
He 


erected him a house, made other improvements in 


clearing and a few improvements made. 


the way of buildings and fences, and there resided 
until his death in 1868, having lived a life of use- 
fulness and honor. His widow still survives him. 
From earliest boyhood John W. Conley has beeu 
familiar with life on a farm, and at the age of nine- 
teen years entered upon active life as a farmer, 
which occupation has received his attention up to 
the present time, the perseverance and industry he 
has displayed being rewarded by substantial re- 
sults. He first tilled the soil in Chickasawha 
Township for seven years and in 1883 settled at 
Clear Lake on a tract of 106 acres, which had 
previously belonged to his father, where he has 
made some improvements in the way of repairing. 
His marriage with Miss Elma Patterson was cele- 
brated in 1874, she being a native of Indiana, and 
To 
them have been born a family of five children: Re- 
beeca, Andrew J., Rosetta C., Eldord and Naomi. 


a daughter of an old pioneer of this section. 


Mr. Conley is serving as school director, and has 
always been interested in the advancement of edu- 
cation, as well as all other good works. He was 
born in 1856, and was the second of seven children. 

Thomas B. Craighead was born near Nashville, 
Tenn., about 1800. He was a younger brother of 
David Craighead, also a lawyer. He came to Ar- 
kansas about the year 1838, purchasing a large 
tract of land opposite Fort Pillow, where he opened 
Mr. C. was a bach- 
elor, and of the simplest of tastes. 


quite an extensive plantation. 
He was un- 
ambitious as a farmer, and continued after his re- 
moval to Arkansas to practice law, as he would say, 
to support the negroes on his farm. 
left his home except to attend court at Osceola or 
at the neighboring county seats in Tennessee. “Mr. 
Craighead was a man of extraordinary character. 
At home he was simple in his habits, living in a 


He rarely 


plain log cabin, with no associates except his 
negroes, yet he was a man who would have shone 
conspicuously in any company in the United States. 


His mind was clear and active, well stored with in- 
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formation of every kind, his manners most fascin- 


ating; modest, generous, eloquent, hospitable, 
charitable, he is to this day remembered by and 
lovingly spoken of by the older inhabitants as the 
noblest man they ever knew. He was never known 
to collect a bill for legal services, although he was 
engaged on one side or the other in almost every 
case of importance in the county or neighborhood. 
If his client paid his fee, well and good; if not 
well also. Before the war Mr. Craighead, much 
against his will and inclination, was elected a sen- 
ator to represent his county in the Arkansas legis- 
lature. Such was his popularity among his legis- 
lative brethren that against his vain protests they 


‘named anew couaty, then just formed, after him. 


The bombardment of Fort Pillow drove Mr. Craig- 
head from his home, and being much exposed and 
in advanced years he was seized with pneumonia, 
and died on a neighboring farm belonging to one 
of his nephews, where his remains now lie. 

James B. Craighead, a man of marked charac- 
ter and more than ordinary prominence in the ma- 
terial affairs of Mississippi County, Ark., is the 
eldest son of David Craighead, one of the pioneers 
of Arkansas, who was born near Nashville, Tenn., 
in Davidson County, in 1790, and for some years, 
after reaching maturity, was a resident of that city, 
where he practiced law, and at one time represent- 
ed his county in the State legislature as a senator. 
About the year 1834 he purchased a large body of 
land in Mississippi County, Ark., on a point oppo- 
site the town of Randolph, in Tipton County, 
Tenn., and with the help of slave labor opened a 
large plantation, but continued to make his home 
in Nashville. As was the custom of planters before 
the war, he passed a part of each year with his 
family on his plantation, and became so charmed 
with life on the banks of the Mississippi river, 
among his humble retainers, that he would gladly 
have remained there all the time except for the 
necessity of educating his children, of whom there 
were then five. He died at Memphis, Tenn., in 
1849, while on his way home from Little Rock, Ark., 
where he had been on a matter of business. He 
was a man of fine personal appearance, cultivated 
and refined, and his views on all subjects were 


| tlement. 


broad and liberal, betokening a studious mind and 
deep thought. He was an intimate friend of An- 
drew Jackson and James K. Polk, always a Demo- 
crat in his political views, and an advocate of 
free trade. At this point it will not be inappro- 
priate to give a short history of Mississippi Coun- 
ty as it was at the time of Mr. Craighead’s set- 
While but a Territory, the lands of Ar- 
kansas comprised within the present boundaries of 
Mississippi County were surveyed by the United 
States Government during the years 1824, 1825 
and 1826, and were placed for entry in the land 
office at Helena, Ark., at $1.25 peracre. The land 
was covered with forests of cottonwood, gum, elm, 
hickory, walnut, ash and other timber, while the 
undergrowth consisted of almost impenetrable cane 
brake, which grew to the height of twenty feet, 
the stalks being over an inch in diameter. The 
remainder of the land was covered with water dur- 


_ing the overflows, to a depth of from one to ten 


feet, and is yet to a great degree occupied by fine 
cypress brakes. Hardy pioneers visited this section 
soon after it was surveyed, and with infinite trou- 
ble and pains examined and located the sections 
and quarter sections of land best suited for culti- 
vation, which as a general rule lay near the Mis- 
sissippi River. The knowledge which they had 
gained they sold for a consideration to capitalists 
from other States, who entered and purchased the 
land. Among those who availed themselves of 
this opportunity may be mentioned Nathan Ross, 
David Craighead, Thomas B. Craighead, John 
Harding, Jacob McGavock, William Baird, Charles 
Bowen, Isaac Lanier, Edwin Jones and many 
others. These parties were true pioneers, coming 
to the country when it was a wilderness, inhabited 
by bears, wolves, wild cats and other wild animals. 
The reputation which Arkansas had at that date. 
and has siuce had, of being a resort for murderers 
and criminals of every description, was not de- 
served, for the actual residents of Mississippi Coun- 
ty were then, and are now, at least were until the 
close of the war, a quiet, peaceful and law-abiding 
people. The region was no place for the conceal- 
ment of criminals. for the reason that the settle- 


| ments were on a narrow strip of land running 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 











along the Mississippi River, closed in on the west by 
impenetrable cane-brakes and impassable swamps, 
and the places for crossing the river were few and 
far between. The original settlers above men- 
tioned came to Mississippi County and opened 
farms between the years 1833 and 1840. Osceola, 
the county seat, was a small village of about fifty 
inhabitants, and for many years the most impor- 
tant cases on the docket of the court were neigh- 
borhood troubles over a hog or a cow, with an oc- 
easional indictment of country boys who were 


caught playing ‘‘old sledge’’ in some out-of-the- | 
ght playing g 


way rendezvous. There was not then, and has never 
been, a stillhouse in the county, to our informant’s 
knowledge, and whisky drinking was a rare vice, 
the people being perfectly sober, if not remark- 
ably industrious. Wealthy farmers lived quietly 
at home, raising crops of cotton and corn, and the 
poorer classes made a comfortable living cutting 
and selling cord-wood to steamers, until the cord- 
wood contiguous to the rivers gave out, when coai 
began to be used, owing to its cheapness. The 
plantations along the river were at first far apart, 
but have been gradually extended until they touch 


each other, and most of the available high land is | 


now occupied and cleared. 
constructed (and they are now partially built), 
millions of acres of fine alluvial land will be ready 
for use. James B. Craighead, the gentleman 
whose name heads this sketch, was born in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in 1825, and generally accompanied 
his father to his plantation in Mississippi County, 
Ark. 
of Nashville, and two years later entered Har- 
vard University, being graduated from the law 
department of that institution in 1S47. The same 
year he settled in New Orleans, where he entered 
the law office of the late Isaac T. Preston, with 
the purpose of studying the code of Louisiana, 
but in January, 1849, his father died leaving a 
widow and several minor children, and James was 


| 
As soon as levees are | 





In 1843 he graduated from the University | 


compelled to return to Arkansas to wind up the | 


estate, which occupied several years, during which 
time the family resided in Nashville. In October, 
1849, he was married to Miss Erwin, of Nashville, 
by whom he had two children, both living, a 


daughter being married to W. Hooper Harris, of 
Nashville. The other child, Erwin Craighead, 
received such education as was possible in the dis- 
organized condition of affairs in Nashville during 
the war, and at the close of hostilities he spent one 
year at Racine College, Wis., going from there to 
London, England, where he resided for a short 
time. He then spent one year in the University 
of Leipsic, Germany, and after returning home. 
was married to Miss Harris, of Nashville. Having 
selected journalism as a profession, he moved to 
New Orleans, where, in conjunction with another 
gentleman, he established a daily paper. which 
still exists, called ‘* The States.”’ A year or two 
later he sold his interest in that paper and re- 
moved to Mobile, Ala., where he was employed as 
a reporter on the staff of the Mobile Register, from 
which position he was promoted to the city editor- 
ship, and then to managing editor, which position 
he now holds. James B. Craighead, after his 
marriage, while continuing his interests in Arkan- 
sas, opened a hardware store in Nashville, which 
he managed successfully until it was closed by the 
Federals in 1862, who required an iron-bound 
oath, which Mr. Craighead could not take. In 
1873, Mr. Craighead’s wife died, and in 1876, he 


| took for his second wife, Miss Alethea Allison, also 


of Nashville, and soon after moved to his planta- 
tion, ‘‘Stonewall,’’ in Mississippi County, Ark.. 
where he has resided ever since, being the only 
member of his family who makes that State his 
home. He does not farm his lands in the usual 
sense of farming, but rents out his place in small 
farms of twenty and thirty acres, to tenants. of whom 
he has about forty families, among whom he lives in 
a quiet and patriarchal manner. His views on the 
labor question are as follows: ‘‘One great draw- 
back to the prosperity of this section of the eoun- 
try is the greed for land which possesses many 
men who hold hundreds and thousands of acres 
more than they can possibly use, and still hunger 


for more. There is, however, a wiser feeling on 


the subject, and many are dividing, or contemplate 


dividing, up their surplus lands and selling them 
out on long time to permanent settlers. Asa large 


portion of the residents and workers of Mississippi 
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County are negroes, who are nomadic, restless and | 


irresponsible, it has been found that the best way 
to make this people staid and respectable is to 
As soon as one of this 
people settles as the owner of a bit of land, he 


make them land owners. 


gives up his nomadic habits and becomes a law- 
respecting citizen. 
than sixty years of association with colored people, 
as the owner of slaves and the employer of freed- 


| 


The writer thinks (after more | 


men) that the safety of the South depends upon | 


civilizing these people, not simply by educating 
the children, but mainly by giving the people in- 
terest in the country as land owners—as an exper- 
iment it is perfectly safe. If a man owns 10,000 


former coming to the State of Arkansas in his 
He first 
busied himself in rafting and hunting, and also 
did a little farming, but other occupations at that 
time were more profitable. They resided here 
during our subject’s youth, then went to the 
State of Mississippi, but returned to Osceola, 
Ark., in 1844, and made one crop, after which 
they settled on land in Chickasawba Township, 
which is now known as the Cook Here 
they cleared thirty-five acres and lived ten years; 


youth, and was married near Helena. 


farm. 


then selling the farm and moving to Pemiscot 


acres of uncultivated land, and sells out one-half of | 


it to small buyers, say in forty or eighty-acre tracts, 
giving long time for payment. he can not possibly 
lose anything. 


| 


If the land is paid for, well and | 


good; if it is not paid for, it reverts to him or his | 


heirs, in an improved condition, partly cleared, 
with houses, fences, etce., upon it, and in condition 


to yield revenue, which it had never done before | 


under the creation. As a mere hireling or laborer, 
African or white, a man isthe enemy of, or at least 
antagonistic to, the landlord, and hostile to law, 


Bayou, which farm is now occupied by our subject, 
and on which the father died October 23, 1888, at 
the age of eighty-three years, and the mother at 
the same place, August 24, 1876, aged fifty-two. 
He was among the men who early cast their for- 
tunes with the then new county of Mississippi, 
and he is remembered with esteem and respect by 
the few remaining pioneers, who are one by one 
passing to their long home 
teen years, T. Y. Crawford began working for 


At the age of seven- 


_ himself, being engaged in hunting and working 


which he presumes is made for the benefit of the 
latter, but the moment he buys land, he becomes | 


a landlord himself, and ranges himself on the side 
of law and order. It would be well, not only for 


Mississippi County, but for the State at large, if | 


two-thirds at least, if not all the men living therein, 
owned lands of their own and cultivated them.’’ 
Mr. Craighead is quite literary in his tastes, 
and subscribes for a large number of papers, mag- 
azines and. journals, of literary, religious and scien- 
tific character, and is passing his old age in con- 


who know bim. 


T. Y. Crawford. It was fifty-six years ago 


when the subject of this sketch was born, his | 


birth being in St. Francis County, in this State, 
and be now occupies a position among the agri- 
culturists of this county which is by no means an 
inferior one. He is the eldest of nine children 
born to Moses and Evaline (Wright) Crawford, 
both of whom were natives of South Carolina, the 


| ings, fences and orchards. 


_ proved fairly successful. 


in weod yards on the river, and previous to his 


| marriage, at the age of twenty-three years, to 


Miss Myra Potter, he had purchased a farm in 
Missouri: this farm he traded to his father for 
the home place, and here he has since resided. 
His farm comprises 274 acres, sixty of which are 
under cultivation, and is improved with fair buiid. 
In 1888 he began 
running a trading boat down the bayou, but the 


_ next winter he brought the stock of goods to 
_ his home and started to keep a store, which has 


The children born to 


himself and wife are as follows: John T., George 
tentment and peace, esteemed and respected by all | 
| Y., Mary Bell, Edward M. and Henry L. 


W., Wesley, Margaret P., W. Richard S., Isaac 
Mrs. 
Crawford is a true Christian lady, and always 
tries to do as she would be done by. 

H. C. Davis. This respected citizen of Missis- 
sippi County, Ark., has been a resident of this 
locality since 1874, and has been associated with 
its mercantile and farming interests, aud not with- 


out substantial results. His birth occurred in Mad- 


_ ison County, Tenn., in 1847, but his parents, Henry 
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W. and Martha M. (Holmes) Davis, were born in 
North Carolina, but were taken to the State of 
Tennessee when young, and were there reared and 
married. The father was quite an extensive plant- 
er of that State, which occupation he continued 
to pursue until his death, in 1863. H. C. Davis 
passed the most important years of his life (the 
days of his youth) on the old homestead in Madi- 
son County, in the meantime acquiring a fair 
knowledge of the common branches; and after his 
father’s death he continued to remain at home and 
assist in supporting his widowed mother and the 
remainder of the family, which consisted of four 
children, until 1874, when, as stated above, he 
came to Mississippi County, Ark. He rented a 
farm on Crooked Lake and made a crop that year, 
continuing thus until 1877. Prior to this, in 


1878, in partnership with his brother and brother- | 


in-law, he had started a mercantile establish- 
ment in Blythesville, but, in the fall of 1582, the 
firm was dissolved, and three years later Mr. Davis 
resumed in the same business alone at that point, 
selling out a year later. Since 1588 he and his 
brother have conducted a general store in Blythes- 
ville, and being a man of keen business foresight, 


he has been able to meet the wants of his customers 


in every instance, and has built up a large patron- 
age by bis thoroughly honest and reliable dealing. 
In 1880 he purchased eighty-five acres of land in 
Chickasawba Township, on which he built two 
houses, and cleared forty acres from timber and 
brush, and put it under cultivation. Two years 
later he purchased property in town, and on one 
lot built a commodious and substantial store-house, 
and on another his residence. In 1885 he pur- 
chased several tracts of land in the vicinity, on all 
of which he made improvements. and now has 
very nearly 100 acres under cultivation. Since 
locating in Mississippi County Mr. Davis has seen 
many changes for the better take place, and has 
helped in the organization of the school districts, 
the education of the rising generation being one 
in which he takes an active interest. He has 
served as school director, and although not an act- 
ive politician, he has always voted with the Dem- 
oeratic party, and was elected on that ticket to the 


office of deputy sheriff for a number of years. 
He is a member of Chickasawba Lodge No. 134, 
of the A. F. & A. M. During the overflow of 
August, 1875, Mr. Davis lost over 115 acres of 
growing crops, which crippled him considerably, 
but with his usual energy and perseverance he be- 
gan again the next year, and has retrieved his 
losses in a great measure. He is constantly en- 
gaged in speculating and trading, his enterprises 
in this direction being attended with excellent re- 
sults. Mrs. Sarah A. Eskridge, nee Rose, a native 
of the ** Hawkeye State,’’ became his wife June 
24, 1880, and to their marriage has been given the 
following family of children: Martha Ann, Thom- 
as W., Mildred Frances and Hillary C. The fam- 
ily worship in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 

T. W. Davis is a prominent and honored resi- 
dent of the county and is ranked among its success- 
ful agriculturists. He was born in Madison County, 
Tenn.. in 1849, being the third of five children 
born to Henry and Martha M. (Holmes) Davis. 
[For parents’ history see sketch of H. C. Davis. | 
T. W. Davis was reared to a knowledge of farm 
life in his native State, attending the district 
schools, where he received a practical education, 
sufficient for the necessary purposes of every-day 
life. He remained with his father engaged in cul- 
tivating the old homestead until twenty years of 
age, and two years later was united in marriage to 
Miss Annie Scallions, also a native Tennesseean. 
He continued to till the soil in that State for three 
years after his marriage. In 1873 he became oceu- 
pied with the farming interests of Lonoke County, 
Ark., and also attended school there for one year. 
Here his wife died, leaving him with two little 
children to care for, but they, too, died soon after. 
He first located in Mississippi County in the year 
1875, and after farming for three years in Chicka- 
sawba Township removed to Blythesville, and 
opened a store, which he successfully conducted 
for several years, but also continued his farming 
operations. He made his first land purchase about 
the year 1877 and now owns 100 acres, twenty-tive 
being in a state of cultivation. This is a fine 


tract of land and is nearly all capable of a high 
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state of cultivation. Mrs. M. E. Pollard, a native | 
of East Tennessee, became his second wife in | 


1880, and by her he is the father of two children: 
Morris E. (deceased) and Mildred Elsie. He and 
wife attend the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
ever since twenty-one years of age he has taken an 
active interest in politics, serving as deputy un- 
der Sheriff Haskins. In 1885 he was elected jus- 
tice of the peace, serving two years, and in 1889 
was chosen county assessor, which office he still 
holds, discharging his duties in a manner above 
criticism, and with a thoroughness highly credita- 
ble to all concerned. 

William V. Dean, an extensive farmer of Dean’s 
Island, was born at that place in 1855, and was the 
youngest in a family of eleven children. His par- 
ents were James C. and Mariah (Wright) Dean, of 
Georgia and Tennessee, respectively. The elder 
Dean moved to Arkansas with his father in 1828, 
and settled on Crowley’s Ridge in Craighead Coun- 
ty. In 1829 the father came to Mississippi Coun- 
ty and located on what is now the McGavock farm, 
below Pecan Point. He acquired several hundred 
acres of land at that point, which he afterward 
sold to Jacob McGavock, and then moved to an 
island in the Mississippi River, which has since 
been named Dean’s Island in his memory. He 
bought 600 acres of land upon his arrival at the 
latter place, and soon afterward purchased 500 


acres more, and had succeeded in totally clear- | 


ing 400 acres up to the time of his death in 
1874, at the age of sixty-three years, the mother 
dying in April, 1859, at the age of seventy-seven 
years. William Dean remained with his parents 
during their lifetime, and after his father’s death 
continued on the farm, while the other sons left 
home and traveled in various directions. In 1880 
he was married to Miss Tennessee Wigley, of Ala- 
bama, and this estimable wife has given him five 
children: William R., James C., Nellie, Eliza- 
beth M. and Lillie Maud. Mr. Dean, Sr., in his 
life was noted for his great strength as well as for 
his prowess in hunting. He was one of the pio- 
neers of this section, and made a business of sel- 
ling wood to the steamboats. He was strong in 
his denunciation of slavery, but did not sanction 


the war, and would neither enter into the army nor 
allow his sons to do so. He cleared most of his 
farm of 300 acres himself, and was a man of great 
popularity on account of his integrity and truth. 
His youngest son, William, lives quietly on the 
old estate, cultivating the land, and has a pleasant 
home at the upper end of the island. 

J. D. Driver, like so many of the representative 
citizens of Mississippi County, Ark., is a Tennes- 
seean by birth, having been born in that State in 
1830. At the age of four years he was brought to 
Arkansas by his parents, Abram and Sallie (De 
Moss) Driver, who removed from their old home 
in Tennessee by flatboat down the Cumberland 
River, and during a storm were blown up. against 
the landing at Council Bend, in Crittenden County. 
After a little investigation Mr. Driver discovered a 
tine body of land at this point, and here decided to 
make his home, purchasing from the government a 
tract of land consisting of 1,000 acres, at $1.25 per 
acre. Here he settled with his family. consisting 
of his wife and seven children (four being after- 
ward born to them), and they set bravely to work 
to improve their land, the resuit of their united 
efforts becoming plainly perceptible. On this farm, 
where he -thad labored so earnestly and faithfully 
to provide a competency for his family, he died in 
1845, leaving his wife to carry on the work he had 
left uncompleted. This she did for four years, 
when she, too, died. J. D. Driver, whose name 
heads this sketch, was the sixth child born to his 
parents, and as there were no public schools in 
those days, his early opportunities for acquiring an 
education were of the most meager description. 
His two elder brothers and his sisters were, how- 
ever, sent away to school by the father during his 
After the death of the mother the fam- 
ily became scattered in all directions, and for about 


lifetime. 


two years J. D. Driver drifted aimlessly from 
one point to another without settled occupation. 
Being brought up to a farm life he chose that as 
his calling, and after remaining some time in 
Phillips County he moved to Lauderdale County, 
Tenn., where he purchased a farm and made his 
home from 1558 to 1872, giving much of his at- 
tention to the raising of cotton subsequent to the 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 


year 1865. 
Gilespie, a daughter of James Gilespie, of Lan- 
derdale County, Tenn., and granddaughter of 
John Gilespie, a North Carolinian, whose wife 
was a Miss Minerva Nelson, a daughter of Edward 
Nelson, of South Carolina. 
the farm where he now lives, the place being then 
known as the Hardin farm. 








In 1860 he was married to Miss Sarah | 


Mr. Driver purchased | 


It is situated about | 


two miles below Osceola, Ark., and by proper | 
management and strict attention to his calling. he | 


has vastly improved his property and is now ac- 
counted one of the leading agriculturists of his sec- 
tion. 


letter from the one who remained in Alabama, in 
which he expressed a wish that he too could come 
back to his old home. The names of the children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Driver are as follows: John 
Lee, who died at the age of sixteen years; May, 
who lived to be twelve months old; Abner, who 
his 
father, is married and has two children, Harry and 
Ida May; Minerva Tennessee, who is the wife of 
B. F. Hale, and is residing on one of her father’s 


resides on his own farm of 300 acres near 


farms across the river in Tennessee; James Skel- 


' ton, who resides on his father’s place about three 


Up to 1880 he was largely interested in the | 


culture of cotton, to which he devoted from 1,000 | 
to 2,000 acres annually, but since that time he has | 


‘been renting his land, which amounts to 14,000 | 


acres, 11,000 being in Mississippi County, of | 


which 3,900 are under cultivation. 


He is in every | 


respect a self-made man, for the money he realized | 


from his father’s estate, amounting to 33,500, he 
invested in slaves a short time prior to the Rebel- 
lion and consequently lost all. Just before the 
fall of Fort Sumter he had bought tive negroes, 
paying for one $1,600, for another $1,300, for 
another $1,100, and for a negress and child $1,300, 


miles from home, is married and has two children, 
Cecil and Savilla May; William Walter, at home 
attending school; Eli Edward, Jettie, and Lillie. 
an infant. Mr. and Mrs. Driver are worthy and 
respected members of the Baptist Churen at Osce- 
ola, and he is a member in good standing of the 
Masonic fraternity. 

John B. Driver, farmer, and clerk of the pro- 
bate court, Osceola. The public services of Mr. 
Driver, since 1872, have been characterized by a 


noticeable devotion to the welfare of this county. 


she afterward becoming the mother of two more | 
_ has been closely connected with the history of Mis- 


children. These he lost in addition to twenty 


head of horses and mules, which crippled him — 
financially, but with the energy and determination | 


to succeed, which have ever characterized his efforts, 


he set bravely to work to retrieve his fortunes, and | 


is now one of the wealthiest planters in Mississippi 
County, being the heaviest tax-payer. 
dence is beautifully situated, facing the river, and 


His resi- | 


his lawn and buildings show unmistakable evi- | 


dence of taste and refinement. Around his home 
is ornamental shrubbery of many varieties; and 
immense forest trees of sycamore, box elder and 
elm assist largely in making his home one of the 
loveliest in the county. During the war, before 
the Federal trcops reached Osceola, Mr. Driver 
sent his slaves to Alabama for safe keeping where 


they, in time, became free, but to. his credit be it 


said that the colored people, with one exception, 
mide their way back to him and are now working 


on his plantation. 
31 


A short time ago he received a 





and his ability and fidelity in all positions of pub- 
lic trust have made a lasting impression upon the 
sphere of public duty. For many years his name 
sissippi County, not only officially but as an hon- 
ored and esteemed citizen. Mr. Driver was born 
in Americus, Ga., in the year 1846, ard is the el- 
dest in a family of eight children born to Samuel 
and: Mary Ann (Barlow) Driver, both natives of 
Georgia. The father followed farming and car- 
pentering until 1853, when he emigrated to Inde- 
pendence County, Ark., and bought a quarter sec- 
tion of land, where he made his home and many 
improvements. Not being satisfied, he sold out in 
1857, and moved to Jackson County, where he 
bought land, and there resided until his death, in 
1862. The mother is still living, and makes her 
home at Sikeston, Mo. 
the rudiments of farm life in bis adopted State. 


John B. Driver learned 


and his scholastic advantages were enjoyed in the 
In 1870 he wedded Miss Mar- 
garet A. Bowen, a daughter of Captain Charles 


State of Arkansas. 


Bowen [see sketch of Capt. Bowen |. and two years 
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later he bought a farm of 160 acres, three miles — 


west of Osceola. There was a slight clearing on the 
place at that time, and this he greatly increased. 
Since that time he has been buying land in all 
In 1887 he bought the place 


on which he now resides, a tract of 140 acres, all 


parts of the county. 


under cultivation and fenced, and one mile below 
town. He isthe owner of 2,500 acres all together, 
with about 450 under cultivation. In 1872 he was 
elected sheriff of the county, and such was his 
popularity that he was re-elected three successive 
In 1850 he was 
elected State senator from his district, and served 
In 1888 
he was elected circuit and county court clerk, 
which position he still holds, to the satisfaction 
of his constituents and the public in general. Be- 
ing a self-made man it may safely be recorded that 
Mr. Driver owes his success and advancement to his 
own energy and exertion. 


terms, serving in all six years. 


in this capacity one term of four years. 


His extensive farming 
gives employment to sixteen families, all of whom he 
The cultivation of 
his large plantation of 400 acres results in prosper- 
ity and plenty to all around him, and gives em- 
ployment to many people. To the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Driver have been born eight children, all 


furnishes with provisions, etc. 


of whom are living; they form ample evidences of 
the sanitary condition of this section. Their names 
are Charles S., Willie J., Maggie E., Sue M., 
John B.. Jr., James Garland, Grover Cleveland 
and Frances F. Mr. Driver is a Royal Arch Ma- 
son, a member of Osceola Chapter No. 57, and for 
a number of years was H. P. of the Chapter. He 
is also amember of Hugh DePayens Commandery, 
K. T., at Little Rock, Ark. 

James Skelton Driver, though still comparative- 
ly a young man, has already had an active career 
in agricultural pursuits and is recognized as a care- 
ful, energetic farmer of Mississippi County, who, 
by his advanced ideas and progressive habits, has 
done not a little for farming interests hereabouts. 
He is a son of James D. Driver. whose sketch 
appears in this work, and iu his youth received 
good educational advantages, which he improved 
to the utmost, being an attendant at Alton. I., 


and Frankfort, Ky. After his marriage. which oc- 
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OF ARKANSAS. 


curred in Memphis, Tenn., in 1885, to Miss Carrie 
Kenney, a daughter of the late M. W. Kenney, of 
Tenn., he 


father’s plantations and set energetically to work 


Memphis, moved upon one of his 
to clear it of timber, and put it in good condition 
for farming. Fifty acres had already been cleared, 
and he has since put 150 acres more under the 
plow and has erected several buildings, including 
his residence, which is a substantial frame build- 
ing. He employs about twenty-five people to keep 
his plantation in good condition, and has always 
taken great interest in everything that bids fair to 
be of benefit to the community in which he resides. 
He and his wife are the parents of two little chil- 
dren, son and daughter: Cecil and Savilla May. 
Mrs. Driver’s father, M. W. Kenney, was the 
tarpaulin manufacturer of Memphis, Tenn.. and 
died there on the 13th of August, 1875, of yellow 
fever, being the first victim of that dreaded scourge 
in that city. 
was born in Philadelphia, Penn., in which city he 
remained until eight years of age. 


He was fifty-one years of age and 


When a young 
man he married a young lady of Wilmington, Del., 
and afterward went by steamship to Florida, thence 
to Memphis about 1850, and was married there to 
his second wife, whose maiden name was Mliss 


_ Caroline Klinck, her father being John G. Klinck, 


whose ancestors came to America in that famous old 
ship, the ‘* Mayflower.’’ He was the firss man to 
start a newspaper in Memphis, which took the name 
of the Evening Bulletin, and was one of the com- 
mittee to receive the Marquis de La Fayette when 
on his tour through the United States. 
also connected with the Memphis Appeal. now one 
of the most popular journals of the day in that city. 

Abner 


younger members of the agricultural circle of Mon- 


He was 


Driver. As one of the enterprising 
roe Township we can not fail to mention Abner 
Driver, who, having been identified with the inter- 
ests of Mississippi County from his birth, is now 
one of its foremost agriculturists. althongh young 
In 1882 he began life for himself, aud a 
tract of 1,600 acres of land was placed at his «iis- 


in years. 


posal by his father, who is one of the wealthiest 
men of the county. and, with the exception of 100 
acres, all of it was heavily covered with timber. 
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